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WOODFALL's 

PARLIAMENTARY    REPORTS, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAT,  NOVEMBER  26,  1795. 

WADE's  Mill  Roads  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
paffed. 

Lord  Hood  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  and 
houfcholders  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  which  his  lordfhip  dated 
to  be  nunferoufly  and  refpedably  fignea,  praying  the  Houfe  to 
uke  meafarcs  for  the  better  fecurity  of  his  Ms^efty's  perfon 
and  government,  and  the  prevention  of  feditious  meetings. 
His  Lordfhip  alfo  prefented  another  f)etition,  in  favour  of  the 
Bills,  from  the  inhabitants  and  houfcholders  of  Weftminfter 
at  large. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith  prekntcd  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Leicefter  in  favour  of  the  Bills. 

Mr.  Grey  prefented  a  petition  from  the  borough  of  New- 
port, in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  againft  the  Bills.  Alfo 
another  to  the  fame  tSe£k  from  Launcefton,  in  the  county  of 
CornwaU.  The  petitions  were  both  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

GRAIN. 

Mr.  Hobart  attended  with  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
upon  the  Bill  for  prohibiting  the  diftillation  of  fpirits  from 
wheat  and  other  articles  of  grain. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  that  the  Bill  be  re-committed  for  the  in- 
fisrtion  of  a  claufe  to  prohibit  the  diftillation  of  fpirits  from 
moIaiTes  produced  in  England,  or  imported  from  the  colonies, 
and  that  inflruSions  be  given  to  the  Committee  for  the  fame, 
as,  upon  enquiry,  molafles  had  been  found  to  be  an  article 
of  great  confumption  at  this  time  among  the  poor,  particu- 
larly in  and  about  the  metropolis.  He  faid  that  the  claufe 
was  on  that  account  deemed  to  be  expedient. 

Mr.  Hujfey  declared,  he  was  glad  that  mlniffers  had  takent 
diat  article  into  their  confideration,  and  he  hoped  they  wouli 
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not  fufFcr  the  Bill  to  flecp,  but  pafs  it  as  foon  as  pofliblc  inta 
a  law. 

scotch' CAVALRY. 

General  Ftizpatrick  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
manner. in  which  the  Aberdeenfhire  Cavalry  had  been  drafted 
and  diibanded.-  It  muft,  he  faid,  appear  to  any  perfon  who 
undcrftood  military  regulations,  that  they  ought  to  be  dis- 
banded in  their  own  country,  ^nd  as  near  their  own  homes 
as  pofliblc.  Whoever  would  read  the  letter  of  fervice,  might 
fee,  that  though  this  might  not  be  exprefled,  it  v/as  really  the 
ftipulation  made  when  they  enlifted.  He  would,  therefore, 
make  the  folio  wiflg  motion:  ''  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  a  copy  of  the  correfpondence  between  Colonel  Hay 
and  the  .  Secretary  at  War,  or  any  other  of  his  Majefty's 
minifterf,  refpe^^ng  the' di (banding  or  drafting  the  ro9th,  or 
^bcrdeenfliire  Cavalry. 

General  Macleod  feconded  the  motion,  becaufe  he  undcr- 
ftood that  the  conditions  upon  which  the  109th,  or  Aberdeen* 
Ihirc  regiment,  was  raifed,  were,  that  the  men,  when  they 
were  difbanded,  {hould  be  difbanded  in  their  own  country,  or 
near  their  own  houfes  j  whereas  they  were  drafted  and  difperf- 
ed  to'  other  regiments,  which  made  it  impoffible  for  them  all 
to  be  difbanded  in  their  own  country,  or  near  their  own 
homes,  and  confequcntly  there  appeared  to  be  a  breach  of 
faith  upon  the  part  of  government. 

•  Mr.  Allardyce  isA^^  no  complaints  had  been  made  from 
Aberdeen,  which  called  up  General  Macleod  to,  .explain. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

"'      LIBEL  ON  THE  HOUSE. 

The  orJer  of  the  day,  for  refuming  the  debate  on  the  Pam- 
phlet complained  of,  as  containing  a  falfe,  fcandalons,' and 
malicious  libel  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Sheridan  faij",  he  hoped  he  fhould  have  the  indulgence 
of  the  Houfe  while  he  entered  into  a  comment  on  the  expref- 
f:ons  and  principle  of  the  book  in  quellion  at  large.  He  had 
not,  on  a  former  night,  troubled  the  Houfe  with  any  long 
comment  upon  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  read  it  firft. 
In  the  intermediate  time,  he  had  read  it  over  with  due  de- 
liberation :  and  if  he  had  found  it  to  have  only  contained"  a 
folitary  pafTage,  if  he  had  found  the  paflage  itfelf  contradicted 
by  the  reft  of  the  context,  or,  if  it  had  not  plainly  appeared 
to  him  thai  it  was  the  general  v/i(h  of  the  author  to  Itbel  the 
conflltution  of  the  country,  he  would  not  have  ri fen  to  prefs 
the  amendment  which  he  would  make  to  the  motion  he  fub- 
mittgd  to  the  H^ufe  on  a  former  night,  and  then  read  as  the. 
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order  of  the  day.  He  had  confidered  the  whole  of  the  pam- 
phlet, and  the  whole  of  it  man^fefted  the  farne  delibe|*ate 
malignity  againU  tne  lir>erty  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 
fame  deliberate  malignity  ot  fortifying  the  cro^rn,  with  ex- 
traordinary powers.  He  hoped  other  gentleman,  who  had 
like  wife  read  it  with  the  fame  attention,  wouid  fee  the  *pub« 
Ucation  in  the  light  be  did;  and  if  they  did,  he  was  fure 
they  would  not  think  that  they  performed  their  duty,  if  they 
did  not  ihew  their  marked  reprobatipn  of  fuch  Jodrine,  and 
endeavour  to  bring  ihe  libeller  to  ju'Hcc.  He  faid,  he  was 
furprifed  that  ne  did  net  fee  a  rig^ht  honourable  genrlcman 
(Mr.  Windham)  in  his  place,  becaufe  by  the  mann^fr  in  which 
he  had  delivered  his  fcntiments  i.pon'  a  former  evening,  he 
was  in  fome  degree  \mp\iQZtcd'^[  at  this  moment  Mr,  f find" 
ham  sntereiL)  Mr.  ShcriJan  declared  he  w.is  hippy  to  fee 
his  furprife  removed  by  the  atf-ndance  of  tHe  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  hoped  that  lie  had  read  the  book  and  re* 
canted  his  opinions ;  for,  if  he  came  to  fupport  fo  grofs  and 
palpable  a  libel  again  upon  the  legillativc  government,  he 
ihould  frankly  confefs  that  he  was  not  hdppy  to  fee  him,  bur, 
on  the  contrary,  very  forry.  He  regretted  ihat  another  right 
honourable  geatleman  (the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls)  w  is  abfcnt, 
becaufe  he  had  moved  the  adjournment  to  meditate  upan  the  ^ 
pamphlet  before  he  delivered  his  opinion. 

The  publication  bad  been  afcribed  to  a  man  whofc  intimate 
connexion  with  the  government  was  well  known  ;  to  a  man 
to  whom  it  had  been  faid  by  one  gentleman  (the  Secretary  at 
War)  the  national  gratitude  could  not  be  too  inuc.i  dm  died  ;, 
to  a  man  who  had  been  the  chairman  of  that  politic  ti  afTocia--' 
Uon,  which  had  incited  and  encouraged  aiTociatiops'throughouC 
the  country,  and  wiiich  had  an  intimate  connexion  and  cor-* 
refponocnee  with  thole  affbciations.  To  that  pcrion  i:ie- 
pamphlet  had  been  afcriUed  :  but  it  had  been  reporicd  ccjIu'^.:, 
lince  he  came  in:o  the  Houfe,  that  the  aflcrtioi  of  Mr.  Re  ve>' 
being  the  author  of  th.^  pamphlet  was  to  be  folemiily  diiav<)^v-' 
cd.  He  was  glad  of  it.  M<.  Reeves  he  had  fv)rmcrly  icn  r/  ti, 
when  he  was  a  member  of  that  Whig  Club  which  w  :s  lo  much 
icprobated  in  th»s  pamphlet. 

The  prominent  dodriiies  maintained  \n  (he  pamphlet  vveie, 

I.  Tnat  liberty  flowed  from  the  Kin^  alon^      1,    Tha.  .iil 

fccurity  of  law  and  government  was  der  ved  from  :he  k  •      y 

power,     3.  That  the  revolution,  in  1688,  was  a  f  au  '  .        t 

larce ;    and  that  all  the  people  got  by   it  was  a  P  -      t     l 

King.     4.  That  the  Diflenters  were  ene.nies  '>  :      0;*     .    , 

^and  ought  to  be  exterminated.     5.  Thit  the  vV  .,;    •  :   .^ 

""jpftprs,  and  h^d  always  been  either  in  tlie  pay  ut  .  .«     ..  « 
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or  in  league  with  democrats.  &•  That  a  conftitutional  lawyer 
was  either  a  knave  or  a  fool.  7.  That  the  verdict  of  a  jury 
was  not  a  final  decifion,  and  was  entitled^  to  little  or  no 
weight.  8.  That  the  Lords  and  Commons  might  be  lopped 
off  without  injury  to  the  conftitution.  Thefe  dodlrines  were 
elaborately  argued  through  the  whole  of  the. pamphlet. 

Of  the  King  it  was  allerted,  that  *'  he  makes  and  executes 
the  laws."  In  the  next  page  of  the  pamphlet  it  was  faid,  that 
accordingly  the  King  can  ena£l  no  laws  without  the  advice 
and  confent,  not  only  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
who  are  in  fome  fort  counfellors  of' his  own  chafing,  but 
alfo  of  the  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled.'^  The  Lords 
would,  he  believed)  feel  but  little  obligation  to  the  man  who 
confidered  them  merely  as  Counfellors  of  the  King's  own 
chufing. 

.  The  author  through  feveral  paflages  entered  into  a  hiftory 
of  the  reformation,  and  fccmed  to  confider  it  as  the  fource  of 
French  principles ;  and  aflerted  that  the  Prefbyccrians,  Qua- 
kers, &c.  were  the  propagaters  and  promoters  of  thefe  prin- 
Cipks* 

The  author  ftated,  that  *«  Prefbyterians,  Independents, 
Commonwealth's  Men,  Fifth  Monarchy  Men,  Anabaptifts^ 
Quakers,  and  other  leds  and  divifions  too  irkfome  to  be 
named,  all  of  them,  more  or  lefs,  difciples  of  the  fame  fchooty 
wheie  tho  Sovereignty  of  the  people,^  and  the  killing  of  Kings 
was  firft  brought  into  fyftem  and  fan<Stioned  by  the  di<^ates 
ofthe  gofpel."  .Through  three  whole  pages  he  reprcfented 
the  Di&nters  to  be  a  race  not  fit  to  exift,  and  as  worthy  of 
being  exterminated  asthe  Charibs  of  St.  Vincent's,  and  the 
Maroons  of  Jamaica.  .  The  authors  of  the  Reformation  were 
cu>Diidered,  by  him,  as  Jacobins,  and  Major  Cartwright  was 
compared  to  Calvin  and  Beza. 

,  Of  the  revolution,  the  author  expreffed  himfclf  in  thefe 
words,  **  The  abdication  of  King  James  the  fecond,  and  the 
tranfaftions  that  enfued  upon  the  vacancy  thereby  made  in 
the  throne,  compofe  a  very  important  and  curious  paflage  in 
the  hiftory  of  our  government  and  lawS*  It  has  been  vulgarly 
called.  The  Revolution ;  upon  what  authority  I  know  sot ; 
it  was  not  fo  named  by  Parliament,  nor  is  it  a  term  krK)wn 
to  our  laws*  This  term  had  certainly  no  better  origin  ibaLti 
the  converfation  and  pamphlets  of  the  time,  where  words  are 
ufed,  in  a  popular  and  hiftorical  fenfe,  without  any  regard  or 
thought  of  technical  propriety."  To  controvert  the  afler- 
tion  of  To  ignorant  a  man,  would  be  to  infulc  the  underfiand^ 
ingofthe  Houfc. 
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The  pamphlet  next  proceeded  to  inveigh  againft  the  Whig 
CJub  for  nuking  ihe  revolution,  in  the  following  terms  **  *  ^^^ 
jcd  for  tavern  meeting,  for  congratulation,  and  for  frivolous  . 
lieftivtty.  To  repeat  nothing  here  of  the  folly  in  fuch  effcr- 
vefcence  of  zeal,  I  wonder,  confidering^  the  rank  and  ftation 
of  fomecf  thefe  perfons,  that  a  fenfe  of  good  breeding  and  de. 
corum  has  never  fuggefted  to  them  that  fo  much  commemo* 
ration  of  that  revolution,  repeatedly  urged  out  of  all  feafon 
and.meafure,  cannot  found  agreeably  in  the  ears  of  the  So* 
Tcrcign.'*  Gentlemen  would  therefore  obferve,  that  the  cars 
of  the  Sovereign  were  fuppofed  to  be  offended  at  the  mention 
of  the  revolution  that  feated  his  family  on  the  throne,  and  *^to 
him  fudi  commemoration  muft  convey  fome  inilnuation  dF 
reproach." 

^  To  thefe  men,"  (vi/.  the  Diflentcrs  and  Whigs)  «  and 
to  this  fmiftcr  defign,  faid  the  Author,  we  are  indebted  for  the 
jargon  of  which  I  have  juft  complained.  They  invented  the 
term  revolution  toblir^d  and  miflead;  and  they  have  never  ceafed 
repeating  it,  that  they  might  put  the  people  in  mind  of  making 
anoiher."  But  *'  What  dlfapointment  and  difcomfiture  muft 
It  be  to  thefe  idolizers  of  the  conftitution,  fuppofed  to  be  cfta-^ 
bliflied  at  the  revolution,  to  difcover  at  length,  that  they  have 
beftowed  their  applaufe  and  afledion  upon  the  (hreds  and 
patches  of  old  date ;  and  that,  if  they  had  lived  in  thofe  wicked 
reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  JanKS  IL  they  would  have  enjoyed 
in  theory,  though  not  in  praAice,  (and  theory  of  the  two,  i^ 
more  confidered  by  modern  reformers)  as  good  a  conftitution 
as  they  have  had  fince,  with  the  fingle  exception  of  a  Proteftant 
King."  So  that,  according  to  this  author's  doclririe,  the 
revohitton  had  done  nothing  more  for  the  people  of  thii 
country  than  to  fecure  them  a  Proteftant  King.  With  rev* 
fped  to  any  conftitution  that  had  been  eftablifhed  by  the  re« 
volution,  that. was  a  thing  utterly  unknown.  **  The  govern- 
ment we  know,  and  the  laws  we  know,  but  the  conftitution- 
we  know  not." 

Having  concluded  his  diflertation  upon  the  Whigs,  the 
author  adverted  to  the  perfons  that  hgd  bqcn  tried  at  the  Old 
Bailey.  <*  The  deiigns  of  ihtfe  democrats  have  been  fully  ex* 
pofed  to  the  public  view,  on  the  trials  of  fome  of  them  lait 
year  for  high  treafon  ;  they  were  then,  indeed,  acquitted  by 
a  jury,  but  they  have  fince  been  foimd^  guilty  by  their 
country."  -  * 

The  pamphlet,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  contained  a  vaft  variety 
of  other  matter,  equally  offcnfive  with  the  paflagcs  which  he 
\^d  quoted. 

In 
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In  the  opening  of  his  fpeech,  he  had  afierted,  that^e  confi- 
dered  this  as  part  of  a  (yiletn  of  a  fet  of  men  who,  to  fcreen 
themfelves  from  punifhment,  clung  to  the  throne,  which  they 
wt(hed  to  ftrengthcn  by  any  and  all  means  in  their  powerV 
This  aflertion  he  (hould  proceed  to  prove. 

Another  pamphlet  had  been  publifhed  anterior  to  the  prefent ; 
its  title  was.  The  Example  of  France  a  warning  to  Great 
Britain.  Its  author  was  Arthur  Toungy  Efq.  To  prove  the 
connexion  between  pamphlets  of  this  defcription,  and  the  per- 
fons  in  pay  of  government,  he  (hould  only  read  the  firft  tefti* 
mony  of  approbation  annexed  to  Mr.  Young's  work.  The 
teftimony  came  from  Mr.  Reeves,  as  chairman  of  the  Crown 
and  Anchor  Afibciation.  It  was  wonderful  to  obferve  and 
trace  the  conformity  of  fentimcnt  between  this  work  of  Mr. 
Young  and  the  pamphlet  imputed*  to  Mr.  Reeves.  The 
fame  arguments  were  urged  and  elaborated  through  both.  The 
firft  attempted  to  prove  the  Commons  to  be  corrupt,  and  that 
fuch  a  fyftem  of  corruption  was  neceflary.  The  fecond  talked  ^ 
of  lopping  ofFthe  Commons.  Certainly,  if  the  allegation  of 
corruption  could  be  proved,  there  would  be  few  who  would  fay, 
that  the  lopping  them  oflr' ought  not  to  be  tried. 

Air.  Sheridan  read  the  ofFenfive  paffage  that  was  complain- 
ed of  in  the  Houfe  before,  viz.  "  The  government  of  Eng- 
land i^  a  monarchy :  the  monarch  is  the  ancient  itock  from 
which  have  fprunr;  tiiof;;  goodly  branches  of  the  le^iflature,  the 
lords  and  commons,  that  at  the  fame  timegive  ornament  to  (he 
tree,  and  afford  ftitrlter  to  thofe  who  feek  protection  under  it. 
But  thefe  are  (iill  «///k  branches^  and  derive  their  origin  and 
their  nutriment  from  their  common  parent ;  they  may  he  lopped 
#7*,  and  the  tree  is  a  tree  ftiil  ;  fhorn  indeed  of  Its  honours,  but 
cot,  like  them,  call  into  the  fire.  7 he  kingly  government  may 
go  on  in  all  itsfun^ions  xvith'^utHords  or  commons.*^  How  ^as 
this  to  be  undcrftood  ?  If  the  king  made  all  the  peers,  and  the 
miniilcr  pcnfioned  all  the  commons,  then  invieed  the  king 
would  be  the  common  nutrimmt  of  both.  Mr.  Young,  who  is 
fo.partial  to  the  crown,  does  notnegledt  alfo  to  give  a  boon  to 
another  branch  of  the  legiflature.  He  exempts  the  members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  all  refponfibility  with  refpeii  to 
the  people,  and  thus  frees  their  fliouldcrs  from  a  moft  uneafy 
burden.  Other  paflages  in  Mr.  Young's  book  were  however 
ftill  more  curious,  and  flill  greater  libels  on  the  Britiih  confti* 
tutioni  He  fays,  "to  call  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  repre* 
ientatives  of  the  people  is  a  very  inaccurate  mode  of  expreflion  ; 
they  ouoht  never  to  be  called  by  any  other  pame  than  the 
tioufe  of  Commons,  to  diftinguim  them  from  the  Houfe  of 

Lords. 
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Lords.  If  they  were  really  the  reprerentatives  of  the  peoplr,' 
they  might  in  theory  be  good,  or  better ;  but  they  would  be 
fomething  clfc  than  what  they  are.  But  reformers  fay,  they 
are  corrupted  and  bribed.  If  they  are  bribed  in  order  to  slA 
wifely,  It  is  an  argument  againft  you.  If  the  nature  of  fuch  an 
aflembly.demands  to  be  corruptee),  in  order  to  purfue  the  public 
good,  who  but  a  vifionary  can  wifli  to  remove  corruption  ? 
Government  certainly  would  have  been  carried  on  cheaper^  if 
hor.jAy  alone  had  prompted  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  adias 
corruption  has  induced  them."  **  An  unequal  rcprefentation, 
rotten  boroughs,  long  parliaments,  extravagant  courts,  feififh 
minifters,  and  corrupt  majorities,  are  fo  intimately  interwoven 
with  our  practical  freedom,  that  it  would  require  better  politi-  ' 
cal  anatomlfts  than  our  modern  reformers,  to  (hew,  in  fad^, 
that  we  did  not  owe  our  Uberty  to  the  identical  evils  which 
they  want  to  expunge."  What  a  (hocking  recital,  faid  Mr. 
Sheridan,  and  how  abominable  the  conclution  he  has  drawn. 
If  fuch,  indeed,  be  a  juft  account  of  the  (late  of  things,  I  would 
rather  agree  with  Mr.  Reeves,  that  the  corrupt  branches 
ought  to  be  lopt  off,  than  fubfcribe  to  that  infamous  propofi- 
tion,  that  to  this  very  fource  of  corruption  we  are  to  trace  all 
our  bleiHngs.  Speaking  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  he  fays, 
*  ^<  .1  know  well  the  refult  ;  corruption  would  be  baniihed  from 
the  conditution."  *'  In  comparing  the  conftitution  to  a  ma- 
chine that  has  gone  well  for  an  hundred  years,  perhaps,  it  is  in* 
different  whether  influence  (which  thefe  reformers  call  corrup* 
tion)  be  termed  the  duft  or  the,«/7  of  the  machine;  if  it  has 
gone  well  for  a  century,  and  feems,  while  certain  wheels  are 
h^lf  covered  with  dufl,  to  go  better  than  formerly,  I  would  no 
more  allow  the  duft  to  be  brufhed  away,  than  I  would  allow 
the  oil  to  be  removed.  Influence,  however,  is  not  the  du{(, 
but  the  0// of  the  machine;  the  conftitution  never  went  for  a 
moment  without  influence,"  (clearly  meaning,  faid  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, corruption  ;)  *^  and  to  remove  it  would  be  taking  away 
the  oil  which  has  given  a  century  of  fmoothnefs."  Mr. 
Young,*who  a  few  years  ago  was  a  violent  reformer,  and  even 
an  advocate  for  what  is  called  French  principles.  Gentlemen 
Ihould  underftand  had  obtained  a  falary,  or  penfion  of  40oI. 
per  annum  under  government,  and  having  greafed  his  pen  with 
the  qil  of  corruption,  which  he  calls  influence,  he  has  difcover-  , 
ed  that  it  is  eflentially  neccflfary  to  the  welfare  of  the  conftitu* 
tion. 

Do^rines  fuch  as  thefe,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  abfurd  and  detef*  . 
table  as  they  were  would  have  meiited  little  attention  from  that 
Houfe,  if  it  could  not  be  proved  that  the  authors  were  in  the  . 
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pay  of  government,  and  that  the  doilrines  had  been  recom* 
roended  by  the  aflbciations  formed  under  the  aufpices  of  go* 
vernment ;  and  this  could  be  proved.  It  could  be  proved, 
and  he  would  undertake  to  do  it  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  that, 
pamphlets  containing  fuch  principles  had  been  printed  at  the 
king's  prefs,  and  circulated  through  the  kingdom  by  focieties. 
patronized  by  government.  The  faft  was,  endeavours  were 
made  to  eftabiifli  corruption  as  a  principle  ;  that,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  Mr.  Young,  "  there  was  nothing  rcprehenfible  in 
corrupt  majorities,  felfiih  minilters,  or  extravagant  courts,  and 
that  the  people  ought  to  confider  them  as  facred  things."  Ca<* 
lamitous,  indeed,  was  the  eifeft  that  had  been  produced  by 
fuch  dodrjnes  ^  public  fpirit  and  public  principle  were  annihi-- 
lated,  and  Great  Britaia  prefented  the  ftrange  (ight  of  a  nation 
full  of  private  worth,  and  yet  totally  deilitute  of  any  public 
principle  or  fpirit.  This  ciFeft  was  wholly  attributed  to  that 
execrable  principle  of  corruption  upon  which  the  government 
was  carried  on,  and  which  would  at  laft  involve  it  in  deftruc- 
tion.  The  decay  would  be  rapid  ;  but  the  fall  would  have 
no  refemblance  to  the  fall  of  any  other  nation.  The  poifon 
would  have  penetrated  to  the  vitals,  would  have  cankered  and 
corroded  the  heart ;  and  the  body  would  fail)  internally  cor- 
rupted and  deftroyed  t}ioygh  the  mafk  and  trunk  wis,  in  its 
outward  appearance,  ftill  vigorous  and  blooming. 

With  regard  to  his  motion  it  might  be  a  doubt  how  £ar  the 
queftion  might  be  confidered  as  a  queftion  of  privilege ;  it  was 
neverthelefs  his  intention,  in  imitation  of  the  mode  that  had 
been  adopted  in  the  cafe  of  Dr,  Sachevcrel,  to  move  an  amend* 
ment  t6  the  motion  which  he  had  made  on  a  former  day« 
That  motion  hadconfifted  of  the  following  words, 

'^That  the  faid  pamphkt  is  a  malidous,  fcandalous,  and  feditioui  libel, 
containing  matters. tending  to  create  jealoufies  and  dividons  among  his  majeft/a 
AiVjeds,  to  alineate  their  alTedlions  from  bur  prefent  happy  form  of  govern- 
ment, as  eftabliihed  in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and  to  fubvert  the  true 
principles  of  V)ur  free  conditution,  and  that  the  faid  pamphlet  is  a  high  breach 
«f  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe.** 

He  moved  the  infcrtion,  after  the  word  libel,  of  the  fellow* 
ing  words,  **  and  highly  refledting  on  the  glorious  revolution." 

The  Solicitor  Gemral  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  any 
thing  (aid  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  Ho  ihould  riik  no 
opinion  on  the  cafe  before  him,  becaufe  he  felt  motives  of  deli*  • 
cacy  which  reftraincd  him.  If  any  refolution  was  entered  into 
refpefting  it  in  that  Houfe,  the  confequence  would  be  a  profe- 
cution:  therefore  gentlemen  would  fe^  that  it  would  be  ^mbar*- 

raffing 
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iijafBng  and  difficult  for  his  learned  friend  (the  Attorney  Ge- 
^icral )  or  himfelf  to  declare  any  fcntimcnts  on  the  fubjcw^.  He 
could  not,  however,  abftaid  from  making  one  obfervation. 
The  honourabk  gentleman  had  faid,  that  at  no  period  was  pri- 
vate worth  more  prevalent  in  the  fevcral  clafics  of  ti.e  commu- 
nity. In  tins  he  was  happy  tnofl:  fincerely  to  concur;  at  the 
fame  time  he  wou'.d  take  tne  liberty  of  dra  *ing  from  it  a  \^Ty 
differen'  inference  from  the  coticlufion  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen. 
Bad  governments,  in  his  opinion,  were  nfvcr  Anted  to  the 
character  of  virtuous  men;  and  where  virtuous  men  were 
found,  it  aflbrded  noiiidifFerencproof  i)f  a  virtuous  government. 
If,  however,  the  imputation  was  fuch  as  ftated  by  the  hoToura- 
ble  ^"cntleman,  he  hoped  there  woulJ  be  only  one  voice  about  it 
in  the  country;  and  that  a  jury  wouM  find  a  verditt  confor- 
mably to  the  cnfc,  Snould  the  Hcuf-  come  to  any  refolutlon 
on  if,  it  would  he  impoflTible  for  him  or  his  learned  friend  to  ' 
oppofe  their  difcretion  to  the  wifJim  of  the  Houfe/  Gentle- 
liirri  would  fee  that  their  coming  to  a'  refolurion'on  it  would  be 
^quiv^!entto  the  confiderations  of  the  Attorney  Gcn-ral  'n  his* 
dofct.  It  was  obvioufly  his  duty  and  that  ot  his  learned  friend 
to  be  obliged  to  examine  many  pamphlets,  and  a  more  un- 
pleafant  tafk  could  not  fall  upon  perfons  in  his  fituation.  It 
always  ftru^-k  his  mind,  that  it  would  be  improper  for  the  At- 
torney General  to  addrefs  the  jury  in  the  way  ofjgiving  them 
any^iireA  iaftru£^ions.  If  then  the  Houfe  would  confider  the 
jcafe  as  a  jury,  it  might  be  more  injury  than  fcrvice  tg  the  profe-  " 
cution.  It  was  his  rule  to  confider  fucli  perfons  as  under  his 
profedlion ;  and  more  immediately  fo,  becaufe  the  general 
voice  was  ufually  againft  them.  With  this  impreflion  on  his  ' 
tx^ind,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  confidering  that  gentlemen  might 
not  be  aware  of  the  delicate  fituation  of  his  learned  frjend,  he 
^bought  It  his  duty  to  afk  the  Houfe,  whether  or  not,  in  their 
wtifdom,  it  would  be  proper  to  comd  to  any  direct  re'.blution  on 
thefubjeft?  His  learned  friend  could' not  well  fpeak  his  mind 
}j\  that  Houfe  upon  it.  If  he  fpolce  againft  it,  it  would  be  anti- 
cipating bis  judicial  proceedings;  and  if  he  fpoke  againft  the 
Houfe  comitig  to  a  refolutioii,  it  might  not  be  proper.  On  all 
hands,  therefore,  it  was  right  for  him  to  withhold  his  opinion, 
pxcept  this  general  opinion,  that  the  pamphlet  deferved  repro-  • 
bation. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  he  laboured  tender  a  feyere  in- 
dilpoficion,  but  would  ncverthelcfs  trouble  the  Houfe  for  a  few 
minutes.  In  wh5it  he  had  to  fay,  he  fhould  confider  himfelf 
fokly  in  the  capacity  of  a  membirr  of  parliament,  without  any 
confideraiion  of  his  fituation  as  Attohn'y  General     He  did 

Vol.  II.    17^.  C  not 
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not  wi(h  to  advance  any  opinion  upon  the  book,  or  the  parti- 
cular paflage  in  queftion,  butcncrely  to  fubmit  a  few  general 
obfervations  upon  the  (ubject.  In  every  cafe  in  which  he  had 
been  called  upon  to  profecutc  perfons  for  libels,  he  had  invari- 
ably adopted  the  condudl  whicH  had  been  ftatcd  by  his  learned 
friend,  (the  Solicitor  General j)  he  had  always  done  that 
which  he  fhould  do  in  this  cafe,  if  it  was  fent  fo^-  trial ;  b6 
ftioul  1  requeft  the  jury  to  take  the  whole  of  the  work  under 
their  confideration,  in  order  to  fee  if  they  could,  from  the  whole, 
impute  tha^  intention  to  the  author  which  \i'oulJ  be  charged  iit 
the  indidtment,  becaufc  it  was  not  the  thing  itfelf,  or  the  cSeOc 
produced  by  it,  but  the  mind  of  the  party  whic^h  coxiAituted 
the  crime.  '  IF  the  jiiry  (hould  be  of  that  opinioh,  he  fhould 
think  him  a  proper  objedt  of  puniibment.  Indeed>  no  maa 
could  doubt,  that  if  the  conftruilion  which  gentlemen  on  thd 
other  fide  had  put  upon  this  paflage,  was  that  which  the 
author  meant  to  convey,  then  moft  unquefiionably  it  was  a 
grois  libel  i  but  upon  that  point  he  would  not  then  give  -biS 
opinion. 

^  He  wifhed  at  the  fame  time  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfc  to  one  point,  which  was,  that  he  always  conceived  it  an 
unfortunate  circumftance,  when  a  jury  felt  theinfclves  obliged 
to  pronounce  a  different  opinion  from  that  of  the  Houfe  o( 
Commons.  However,  they  were  to  decide  upon  the -queftion  ; 
and  if  he  was  ordered  toprofecu^e,  he  would  difcharge  his  duty 
faithfully. 

Mr.  Erjkine  faid,  that  if  the  writer  had  exprefTed  himfelf 
with  the  fame  obfcurity  that  the  Solicitor  General  had  fpokeji,  . 
there  would  no  longerexift  a  neceiEty  for  profe€uting  any  pam-i 
phlet  whatever.  He  agreed  in  opinion  with  the  Attorney 
General, ,  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  well  convinced  of  the 
criminality  of  the  libel  before  they  directed  a  profecution  ;  nor 
(hould  profecucions  by  order  of  the  Houfe  ever  be  taken  up^ 
except  upon  important  occafions,  as  the  authority  of  the  Com->' 
tnons  of  Great  Britain  might  form  too  great  a  weighs  to  be 
cafily  refiftcd  by  an  individual.  For  the  fame  rcafon,  and  to 
preferve  that  importance  and  weight  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
and  efiimation  of  the  country,  they  ought  to  be  extremely  cau- 
tious how  they  inftituted  a  profecution,  without  the  ftroneeft 
affu ranee  that  it  would  prove  fuccefsful.  Neither  (hould  they 
come  to  a  vote  of  that  nature,  without  being  fully  convinced, 
that  they  were  really  profecuting  the  perfon  guilty  of  the  libeh 

For  many  years  there  had  not  been  a  profecution  for  a  libel,- 
in  which  he  had  not  been  employed  as  counfel  for  the  defen- 
dant^ he  was  therefore  able  to  qonfirm  th  e  aflertion  of  the  At« 
'  torney 
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kdrney  General  rcfpeSing  the  perfwft  fairnefs  of  his  proceed* 
ings.  There  had  not  occurred  a  fingle  tnftance  in  which,  in 
laying  down  the  law  to  the  Jury,  his  learned  friend  did  not 
truly  and  honourably  ftate  wherein  it  favoured  the  accufed,  ^ 
>7ell  as  the  caufeof  the  profecution;  and  in  bearing  this  teili* 
ihony,  he  wiOiod  to  be  underilood,  that  he  meant  to  include  the 
condu6l  of  the  Solicitor  General.  He  confidered  it  however 
as  little  material  to  the  prefent  quedion,  whether  the  Attorney 
General  proceeded  by  information,  or  by  preferring  a  Bill  to  a 
grand  jury;  (ince  the  late  alteration  which  took  place  in  the 
law  oMibels,  the  jury  was  allowed  fuch  a  latitude  of  difcretion, 
that  they  would  only  be  decided  by  the  evidence  which  was 
before  tiiem  indiredly,  in  the  fentence  either  of  innocence  or 
guilt.  ,  .  . 

From  the  tenor  of  the  motion  before  the  Houfe  non  con/fat^ 
that  they  fhould  proceed  by  ordering  the  Attorney  General  to 
profecute,  they  might  order  the  book  to  be  burnt  i  they  might 
|)afs  a  vote  of  cenTure  on  the  libeller ;  or  they  might  order  hint 
into  the  cuffody  of  their  ferjeant.     It  (hould^  however,  be  rc-r 
membered,  f  hat  the  Houfe  was  not  fitting,  nor  could  it  intend 
to  fit,  on  the  trial  of  the  perfon  who  was  the  author  of  this 
libel.     He  had  no  hefitation  in  anticipating  what  the  verdict 
bf  a  jury  woiild  be  uck)n  this  cafe  when  before  them ;  Iiut,  after 
all,  that  verdi<El  muft  depend  pn  the  evidence  produced  on  the 
trial.    Were  he  not  fully  convinced  of  the  criminality  of  that 
libel,  he  would  not  at  any  time,  and  particularly  in  the  midft 
tf  term,  be  attending  in  his  place,  to  recommend  a  plrofecutioil 
for  a  libellous  publication  :  to  Mr.  Reeves  perfonally  he  had 
no  enmity  whatever.     It  wouid  not  become  him  to  do  fo  in 
his  capacity  of  a  member  of  parliament;  and  in  his  profefiional 
^hara^ler  it  would  become  him  ftill  lefs;  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  he  'a£led  folely  from,  the  impulfe  of  his  duty.     The  Houfe 
could  not  but  fee  the  attack  that  was  made  upon  its  authoifity  i 
they  did  not  however  yet  know  what  defence  the  accufed  might 
fetup;  wHat  plea  of  ignorance,  what  proof  of  miftake,  and  to 
iife  a  profef&onal  phrafc,  he  might  be  acquitted  Upon  exculpa- 
tory evidence  dehors  of  the  law.  •  The  prefent  motion  did  not 
tem|)rehend  the  whole  of  the  pamphlet;  it  embraced  only  a& 
Jlngle  pafTage  of  it,  in  which  it  was  aflerted  that  '^  The  kingly 
government  mav  go  on,  in«  all  its  fun£Uons,  Without  lords  or 
Commons  :"  Tnat  a  kingly  government  might  go  on  in  this 
country  was  true,  but  it  was  not  the  monarchy  of  Great  Bri-. 
tain  which  could  ib  go  on ;  and  were  he  the  advocate  for  the 
defendant^  ^t  v^as  not  the  ground  which  he  ihould  take  in  hiV 

C  a  defence 
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defence,  as  that  alfo  implied  tiie  total  deftru£tion  of  our  con<» 
ftitution. 

It  would  be  a  better  defence  to  alledgc,  that  the  paffage  wa$ 
written  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  authority  of  the  monarch 
might  be  exercifcd  in  regard  to  all  the  laws  that  had  previoufly 
been  enaflcd  during  the  diflblution,  or  during  the  fufpenfion 
of  the  fittings  of  the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature.  Would 
any  man,  however,  who  meant  to  convey  this  fentiment,  have 
ufed  the  term  "  lopped  off,"  which  could  not  on  any  con- 
ftru6b'on  be  confidered  as  a  fuppofition  ?  As  well  might  it  be 
fuppofed,  thatj  after  two  large  branches  were  lopped  off  from 
a  tree,  and  thrown'into  the  fire,  they  (hould  again  arife,  and 
unite  themfelves  to  the  parent  ftock. 

If  thil  had  been  a  cafe  fimilar  to  that  of  the  King  ver/ur 
Stockdale,  he  confefled,  he  would  have  been  more  fcrupu-' 
•  lous  in  giving  his  confent  that  the  Houfe  fhould  award  a  prd* 
fecution.  If  a  libel  was  written,  not  againft  the  Houfe  as  a 
part  of  the  conftitution,  but  as  compofed  of  individual  mem- 
bers, the  Houfe  would  ftand  in  a  delitate  Atuation.  Smarting 
under  the  lalh  of  calumny,  and  feeling  with  acutencfs,  the 
perfonal  indignity  oiFered  to  their  charadier,  he  was  afraid, 
that  they  might  point  their  vengeance  with  too,  much  heat, 
and  that  fuch'a  mafs  of  influence  might  overpower  a  foUtary 
individual.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  the  attack  was  made,  not 
upon  the  Houfe  as  individually  compofed,  but  upon  the  Houfe 
colledively,  as  a  branch  of  the  legiflature.  In  that  view  of 
the  fubjefl,  every  petty  jury  in  the  kingdom  had  an  equal 
interefl  in  vindicating  that  inflitution  by  which  they  hold  their 
right  to  freedom  with  any  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
1  nefe  confiderations  had  induced  him  to  travel  through  one  of 
the  mofl  dull,.defpicable,  and  miferable  performances  that  ever 
he  had  been  doomed  to  read.  Kxclufive  of  the  paragraphs 
that  had  been  read  by  his  Honourable  Friend,  it  faid,  that  the 
Whigs  have  been  uniformly  in  a  confpiracy  to  introduce  Re- 
publicanifm.  If  he  could  have  believed  it  bona  fide  to  bt 
nothing  more  than  a  fct  of  fpeculative  opinions,  he  never 
would  have  regarded  s  it  with  any  other  feeling  than  that  of 
contempt ;  bur,  the  objcft  of  the  writer  too  clearly  was  to 
calunmiate  the  Revolution  of  i68S,  and  to  decry  and  degrade ' 
thofe  glorious  privileges  which  our  anceftors  obtained,  as  tbe 
hard-earned  fruits  of  many  a  lengthened  flruggle.  He  hadiio 
beiitacion,  for  his  own  part,  however,  in  calling  it  a  foul  and* 
fcandafous  libel,  and  in  his  opinion  were  the  Hoiife  to  decline 
•rdcring  a  profecution,  they  would  fee  equally  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  thcm&lves  and  to  their  conftitucnts.    And  even  fup*- 

pofing 
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pofini  the  author  to  be  acquitted,  the  acquittal  would  not  at 
allreneft  difcredit  upon  the  Houfe,  as  they  were  unacquainted 
with  the  modes  of  defence  which  the  party  profixuted  might 
adopt.  When  a  jury  was  impannelled  to  try  this  cafe,  and 
faw  the  attack  upon  the  conftitution  dated  in  the  indi^iment^ 
they  muft,  he  was  convinced,  feel  themfelves  involved  as  par- 
ties in  the  libel  as  well  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  or« 
dered  the  profecution.  For  thcfe  reafons>  he  fhould  concur  in 
the  vote  for  a  profecution. 

The  Solidtor  General  faid,  Ife  did  not  mean  to  fay  one  word 
on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  adopting  the  refolution 
before  the  Houfe.  He  did  not  wilb  to  throw  any  obftacie  in 
the  way  of  Gentlemen  to  prevent  their  agreeing  to  it;  but 
ihould  it  be  thought  fit  to  profecute  the  author,  he  and  hi» 
learned  Friend  would  exert  themfelves  to  carry  the  determU 
nation  of  the  Houfe  into  effe£l. 

The  Secretary  at  IVar  (aid,  he  had  learnt  from  experience, 
that  when  he  rofe  to  deliver  his  opinion  ii>  that  Houfe,  it  was 
neceiTary  to  do  it  with  caution  and  circumfpe£tion.  He  had 
generally  endeavoured  to  do  fo,  and  when  the  queftion  at 
prefent  before  the  Houfe  was  (irft  introduced,  he  thought 
he  had  done  fo ;  but  though  he  had  given  the  moft  ex-- 
plicit  explanation  of  his  meaning,  he  neverthelefs  faw  a  • 
difpodtion,  even  that  night,  in  Gentlemen,  to  pa(s  over  that 
explanation,  and  to  revive  what  his  words  on  that  occafion 
would  not  bear,  either  in  logical  or  grammatical  conftrudion. 
There  feemed  to  be  a  fort  of  vitality  in  mifreprefentation,  that 
nothing  could  deftroy,  when  he  conceived  that  it  was  extin^St, 
it  rofe  again  into  life,  like  the  expreifion  of  the  acquitted 
felony:  in  the  debate  of  the  night  before,  an  Honourable 
Friend  of  his  had  done  juftice  to  the  fentiment  he  had  deli-* 
vered  upon  a  palTage  of  the  Pamphlet  in  queftion,  yet,  to  (hew 
the  firong  abfurdityof  their  remarks  up.mit.  Gentlemen  had 
perfffted  in  their  own  interpretation,  as  if  no  fuch  explanation 
bad  been  made. 

He  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  he  never  would  be  deterred 
from  delivering  his  opinion,  upon  whatever  fubjedl,  by  fuch 
mode  of  condu£^  although  he  might  endeavour  to  bar  the 
confequences  of  mifreprefentations  as  well  as  he  could ;  yet  he 
would  endeavour,  in  what  he  fhould  fay  further  upon  the  fub- 
jeA,  to  make  it  impoffible  for  him  to  be  mifunderftood,  with-^ 
out  a  complete  and  barefaced  facrifice  of  truth  and  juftice. 
Since  he  firft  eave  his  fentiments  upon  it,  he  faid  he  had  deli- 
berated a  good  deal  to  find,  whether,  from  alteration  in  his 
judgment,  from  bis  own  refledlions,  or  the  arguments  of 

othcirs 
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othcrsV  he  could  difcover  cairfc  to  alter  his  fentiments ;  but  deli- 
beration had  or\\j  confirmed  what  he  then  advanced,  iipon  the 
UtA  impreffion  of  the  c^.  And  he  had  little  more  to  add  to 
ivhat  be  bad  then  faid,.  but  that  he  was  confirmed  in  the  con- 
fident perfuafion  of  its  innocencfcj  rather  than  a  di(lin£l  appro- 
bation of  thcdo(^rine  laid  down  m  the  paf&ge  of  the  Pamphlet 
which  had  been  quoted.  The  pailage  did  not,*  in  his  opinion^ 
contain  the  do<ftrme  afcrihed  to  it  by  gentlemen  on  thci^ther 
iide.  And  he  mud  take  the  liberty  to  make  a  few  obferva* 
tions  upon  the  do6lrine  of  libels  in  general.  One  of  the  con- 
fiderations  was,  firft,  Was  the  allegation  falfe  ?  Second,  ad- 
mitting it  to  be  (6^  Did  the  author  think  it  at  the  time  he  af- 
fertfed  ft  ?  Gentlemen  fhould  confider  alfo,  that  this  was  not^ 
an  opinion  delivered  upon  a  common  ifnd  fettled  fubjedt,  but  . 
one  confcfl«fiy  of  great  obfcurity,  refpeding  which,  various 
and  contrary  opinions  were  held,  not  by  ignorant  and  unin- 
formed men,  but  by  pe];fons  of  acknowledged  judgment  in' 
law  and  politicks* 

There  was  nothingin  his  opinion,  fimply  bohfidered,  thatcoulcf 
juftify  this  extravagance  of  ccnfiire,  otherwife  than  as  it  was 
connected  withfome  praftical  confequence.  Subjefls  df  the 
nature  of  that  quoted,  were  ufually  confidered  as  proper  tof 
be  left  to  the  fpeculation  of  the  learned  and  curious  j  and  no 
•gentleman  need  be  told,  that,  in  fubjei^s  relative  to  conftitu- 
tional  hiftorV)  and  the  theories  of  government,  the  difficult^ 
was  to  find  any  fource  of  agreement.  It  was  no  ehfy  matter 
to  find  two  men  of  learning  and  fenfc,  who  would  agree 
upon  the  fame  definition  of  the  conftltutionof  this  coUntr)'.  Ic 
was  well  known  that  many  people  differed  from  Mr.  Hume, 
a|id  that  Mr.  Hume  and  Mrs.  Macaulay  differed  from  each 
other ;  yet  it  never  was  in  contemplation  to  profetute  either  of 
them  for  their  different  definitions. 

Suppofing  that  writers  opinions  on  fuch  fubjeSs  were  at- 
tended with  prajSllcal  bad  confequenccs,  yet  the  author  might 
not  fee  thofe  refults  himfelf;  and.  the  gentlemen  on  the  ottiet 
fide  had  tauglrt  him  to  enquire  whether  they  wei'e  publiiheif 
mala  fide.  He  did  not  depend  upon  this  reftriftion :  they 
nlight  confider  it,  however,  as  dodtrine  which  he  might  have 
occation  to  refort  to.  It  was  unneceflary  to  go' at  length  into* 
thc'difcuffion  J  to  all  candid  minds,-  the  fair  interpretation  of 
the  paifnge,  he  thought,  exempted  it  from  the  implication 
charged  upon  the  iutention  of  the  writer.  Indeed,  it  could 
only  be  fo  afcribed  by  the  moft  miferable  of.  all  quibbles;  a* 
quibble  upon  fubjefts  refined  in  thcmfeJvcs,  and  claiming  for . 
that  realbn  a  larger  latituJe  of  interpretation  than  was  afforded' 
by  afcx>liih  foim  of  nicet))  the  elicuceof  poverty  or  chicane,' 

a&d 
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and  calculated  for  other  objefk.  When  they  came  to  m 
matter  io  difficult  as  the  conititucion  of  hngUnd  in  the  ab-- 
ftrad,  a  conlKtution  of  a  great  country  of  amazing  elaUicity^ 
dad  confequent  modific.uion  under  different  emergenci.s,  what 
was  it  but  the  higheft  abfunliiy  and  folly,  to  treat  iuch  a  fpe* 
citlatian  likeacaufe  in  a  criminal  court,  conducted  by  anat« 
torney,  \yith  the  aid  of  a  fpecial  ple'.idcr  and  his  witnefTes  ? 
'  Points  of  law,  the  Secretary  at  War  faii^,  demanded  one 
sndde  of  confideration,  points  of  fcience  another.  It  was  one 
thing  to  explain  mathematics,  another  to  deveiope  political 
truth.  Jn  all '  writings  on  government,  the  evil  tendency, 
either  near  or  remote,  (hould  be  attended  to.  In  the  theoiiet 
and  hiftory  of  government,  a  variety  of  opinions  would  pre- 
vail, as  tbey  had  at  all  times  prevailed.  To  trace  the  origia 
of  go^erniiient,  like  every  other  hiiirorical  rcfjarch,  wouM 
admit  of  a  variety  of  opinions.  Anttquar)e<$  and  hifto« 
rians  confeiTed  the  difficulties  of  tracini;:  fubic^Hs  of  that 
Mature  to  their  fbi;ntain  head.  With  rei^arJ  to  thofe  theonfts 
"who  hfid  eitiployed  their  pens  en  the  fu&jcCts  of.  government^ 
they  had  moft  of  them  adopted  different  modes  of  attaining 
the  moft  perfcift  kn^ wle<«ge  of  the  beft  f)  ftems. 
' .  In  the  exanfiination  of  a  work,  fuch  as  he  then  alluded  ta^ 
aneceflary  queftton  was,  what  was  the  g<^neral  idea  refuUing 
d'om  the  whole  i  Admitting  one  pafTage  to  be  exceptionable^ 
the  nexjt  enquiry  ought  to  be^  what  other  padagcs  ought  to  be- 
tonfider.cd  in^a  different  way?  Then  they  ihouJd  proceed  to 
examine  the  peculiar  object  of  the  fele£icd  paiTd^c,  and  to  fee 
Vvhetber  it  were  a  lapfe  in  the  author  from  the  general  fpirit  of 
his  work,  oc  what  latent  motive  was  likely  to  have  induced 
him  to  compofe  it.  Unlefs  fuch  a  liberal  invefligation  of  l\i3^ 
were  adopted^  no  man  could  be  expedtcd  to  treat  .a  fuHje^t  of 
fuch  di$culty  as  the  nice  and  careful  analyfls  of  the  iiri#!ii 
conftitution  with  fairnefs.  To  the  reading  of  fuch  works  an 
enlarged  mind  (hould  be  applied,  and  it  ihould  be  exannn^d 
With  fomething  of  the  fpvxtt  with  which  it  was  wriiteiu  Pre^ 
miiing  this,  he  would  read  again  the  pailage,  and  aingn  tie 
renfons  which  induced  him  to'^afiert  that,  it  contained  notliiiig 
iipt  included  and  juftified  by  the  known  and  recognized  laws 
of  the  land;  and  that  alfo:  according  to  the'conitrudhon  piit 
iipon  them  by  the  foundeA  lawyers  and  the  moft  correct 
Witers.  He.  would  therefare  examine  it  part  by  part,  and 
confider  the  dependence  of  each  upon  the  other^  and  the  con- 
tgrrent  eSeA  of  all ;  like  fome  nice  rnachine,  (a  watch,  'for 
inftance,)  ffom  which,^it  was  evident,  that  if  any  part  fliouid 
be  tak^)  the  fuodions  of  the  whole  mttil  be  ueceifaiily  im< 
-      '  •  perfect 
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perfect.     Yet  that  piece   of  mechanifm,  or  any  other,  was 
'  «fiuredly  not  more  delicate  nor  oicrc  complicate  than  the  con- 
ilitution  of  this  country. 

He  faid,  he  had  heard  a  variety  of  contradictory  ideas  from 
gentlcnnen  on  the  other  fide  the  Houfe ;  when  they  had  taken 
time,  and  given  themfelves  the  trouble  to  fettle  them,  he 
fliould  be  glad  to  know  how  they  could  be  brought  to  agree 
wit-h  each  other.  He  had  mentioned,  as  a  point  of  fad,  that 
•  the  King  certainly  had  ^xifted  independently  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons.  He  was  toM  that  the  fadl:  was  not  fo :  he 
Ihould  be  glad  to  receive  hiftorica!  proof  of  that  afliertion. 
Gentlemen  had  afked  whether  the  revolution  in  1688  made 
Bo  difference  in  the  fyftem  of  the  monarchy  ?  His  anfwer  was, 
none  at  all.  It  was  folfe  to  ailert,  that  tne  King  fince  that 
era  ri^igned  more  by  the  choice  of  his  fubjeds  thaniie  had 
done  before  it :  and  the  writer,  who  ihould  broach  opinions 
fo  extravagant  and  mifchievous,  was  a  much  fitter  objedt  of 
the  notice  of  the  Houfe,  and,  in  his  mind,  more  worthy  of 
profecution,  than  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  then  under  con^ 
iideration. 

After  having,  with  fuch  a  laxity  of  decifion,  reprobated  th^ 
principle  of  the  book.  Gentlemen  next  applied  to  the  fcru^ 
tiny  of  metaphor;  a  curious  fubjedl,  and  more  worthy  a  court  ^ 
c^  criticifm',  than  a  leglflative  ailembly :  he  muft  further  ob-* 
ferve,  that  there  was  a  (light  miftake  in  the  examination  of 
this  metapi)or,  becaufe  when  the  branches  were  cut  oit,  it  was 
not  juft  to  term  thofe  the  {ame  that  fprung  from  the  fame  part 
of  the  trunk;  they  were  other,  and  different,  and  'the  con- 
founding them  in  the  manner  he  had  remarked,  betrayed  4 
deficiency  of  knowledge  of  natural  philofophy. 

He  read  the  paflage  fo  often  quoted,  and  defired  to  knovir ' 
whither,  except  the  King  and  thofe  appointed  by  him,  there 
Ivas  any  thing  butthefe  adjuncts,  which  were  yu^/^ry  and 
•ccaiional  ?  Gentlemen,  he  bcheved,  could  not  objeA  to  the 
term  fubfidiary ;  and  as  to  that  of  occafional,  the  tecefs  of 
pafKament  proved  it  at  once,  and  (hewed  undeniably  that  the  * 
executive  government  could  go  on  in  full  vigour,  without  the 
branches  alluded   to  in  the  metaphor.     There  was  nothing, 
thereforci  in  the  propofstion  that  was  not  true  and  legal.  The 
author  next  maintained,  that  'f  the  King's  power 'was  ye^*^ 
Jtanthe  :*'  what  objedlion  could  that  excite,  as  it  was  a  pro* ' 
minent  and  admired  principle  of  the  conilitution. 

Thofe  two  adjun£bs  of  parliament  and  juries,  faid  the  writer, 
are  fubfidiary  and  occafional :  but  the  King's  power  is  a  fub- 
fiantive  one^  always  vifible  and  adive.    By  his  officers,  and 

in 
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ill  his.name,  every  thing  is  tranra<9ed,  that  relaUes  to  tho 
^ace  of  the  realm,  and  the  proce<9ibn  of  the  fubjed.  The 
lubjed  feels  this^  and  acknowledges  with  thankfulnefs  a  fuper- 
intending  fovei-eignty,  which  alone  is  congenial  with  the  fen- 
timents  and  temper  of  £)nglifhihen«  In  fine^  tbegovernaient 
of  England  is  a  mwarchy.  ^ 

Would  ^  any  Qentleman  fav  that  aflertion  was  a  fiiUacy  f 
He  was  aware  there  were  perfons  who  fet  up  dodrines  ihat 
the  King  was  no  part  of  the  conftituiion.  The  coMrary, 
however^ 'was  fo  unalterably  true,  that,  alchoujh  the  mo- 
narchy might  reliialn  in  vigour  and  adi  vity  without  the  ottier 
oranches^  the  branches  could  not  remain  a  fmgle  minute  with- 
out the  fovbreign.  Although  the  co-ordinate  parts  were  (in- 
cerel/ reverenced  by  EngliOimen,  monarchy  was  lieverthelefs 
the  firft  in  their  thoughts  j  becaufe  monarchy  ^as  permanent^ 
while  the  others  were  variable. 

Thiis  far  then  they  had  advanced  into  the  fubjeft  without 
inuch  difpiite :  they  next  came  to  the  figure  and  metaphor. 
*•  The  monarch  is  the  ancient  ftock  from  which  have  fprung 
ihofe  goodly  branches  of  the  legiflature^  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons. But  thefe  are  ftill  only  branches,  and  derive  their  ori- 
cjinand  niitHmencfrbm  their  common  parent  >  tHey  may  be 
^pped  off,  and  the  tree  is  a  tree  ilill ;  fliom  indeed  of  its 
honours^  but  not  lik'e  them  caft  int$  the  fin^  With  ^his  laft 
extrabrdinai-y  expreffion  he  mould  have  little  trouble;  it  waa 
evidently  calculated  for  thofe  to  whom  the  book  was  addrefled^ 


kingly  government  may  go  oh  in  USX  its  fundtions  without 
Lords  or  dommons^  it  has  hitherto  done  fo  for  years  to- 
gether; arid  iii  our  times  it  does  fo  every  i-ecefs  of  parliament : 
put  withoiit  the  King,  hit  parliament  is  no  more.  The 
ICing,  therefore  alont  it  is^  who  neceiSurily  fubfifts,  withouc 
thange  or  diminution ;  and  frotii  him  alone  we  tmceafingljr 
<lerive  ihe  protection  of  law  and  government. 

He  Would  firft  fet  himfelf  right  on  the  charge  of  quibble* 
He  ceruinlv  had  riot  fpoken  of  monarchy  i^  the  abftraft^  whea 
he  defended  it  oh  a  former  night ;  be  meant  the  krngly  go- 
vernoietit  in  England.  To  coonder  the  teitt  in  the  firft  pare,  it; 
was  ambiguous,  and  in  the  fecond  it  was  inCQrttik.  Firft,  the 
ambiguous.  The  aiithor  might  mean  by  the  monarchy  the  whole 
conflitutioh  of  the  government.  The  kingly  goYeromeot^ 
without  Lords  or  Cwmions,  undoubtedly  might;  fubfifl ;  but 
wheri  he  laid  in  all  itsfkfUlimSy  unqu^ionafafy  the  expreffioa 
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was  ittaccurate ;  that  it  would  be  To  in  the  opinFon  of  the  au- 
thor himfelf,  was  evident  in  the  pamphlet  two  pages  preceding 
page  1 1,  where  he  exprefsly  ftates,  that  **  the  king  can  ena<5 
fio  Jaws  without  the  advice  and  confent  <Sf  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  who  "are  in  f^mc  fort  counfcllors  of  hrs  own 
chufing,  but  alfo  of  the  commons  in  parliament  aflemWed/*' 
Therefore  it  was  not  ftriftly  triie,  philofophically  fpeakinj;, 
that  it  might  fubfift  in  all  its  fun^tQns^  as  faws  cannot  becna(S- 
cd  without  the  other  branches  fubfifting  with  the  fovereign ;  it 
is  nolefs  an  abfurdity  than  to  talk  of  a  man's  feeing  who  had  lofl 
his  eyes.  But  in  all  the  other  functions,  except  thofe  of  the 
tegiflature  and  thofe  of  juries,  it  unqueftionably  is'tru^  that  tlie 
monarchymaygoon  without  them. 

He  next  referred  to  the  allufion  to  Charles  the  Ift.  to  flievir 
the  truth  of  the  aflertion,  and  flill  more  obvioufly  again  to  the 
rcccffes.  *^  But  without  the  king  his  parhament  is  no  more,** 
Is  not  this  true,  and  fufficient  ground  to  write  the  above  upon 
conftituti'bnal  principles  ?  So  thorougly  convin(5ed  was  he  of 
the  innocent  intentions  of  the  author,  that  he  would  as  foon  put 
hishand  in  the  fire,  as  fay  he  adapted  the  conftru£H6nsof  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  he  fliould  violate  the  cohviflion  of  his 
own  mind.  And  he  begged  the  Houfe  to.  refleft,  that  it  was 
hot  fufficient  to  fend  this  matter  to  a  jury,  bccaufe  gentlemen 
thought  the  charge  probable :  it  was  unfitting,  and  difgraceful 
to  the  Houfe,  to  fend  it  to  a  jury,  if  their  deciiion  was,  in  the 
}eaft  likely  to  be  againft  them.  They  fent  their  charge  ge- 
nerally, though  their  judgment  flood  hypothetically. 
^  From  theie  conficfcrkiions,  the  Secretary  at  War  (aid,  he 
earneftly  deprecated  the  referring  fueh  a  queftion  to  their 
judgment;  and  fhould'  giVe  his  vote  againft  the  refolutiot^ 
moved  by  the  honourable  gentlfeman,  (Mr.  Sheridan.) 

Ihe  Chancellor  of  the  £xchequer  faid,  that  whatever  differ- 
ence of  opinion  there  mighr  exift  beilween  his  right  honourable 
friend  and  himftlf,  refpe£ring  the  fiibjefls  contained  in  the  pam- 
phlet, it  was  matter  of  the  gre^^uett  iatlsfadtion  toconfider  that 
no  one  cqulJ  pofiibly  imagine  his  hon. friend  more  inclined  to 
one  branch  of  the  conftifution  than  any  other.  The  fole  ob* 
jed,  there/are,  for  him  to'confidcr,  was,  what  was  the  true 
Conftrufiion  of  the  palTages  in  qufeftion.  And  he  (hould  prc- 
mife,  that  if  the)r  ccmfidercd  the  nature  of  the  Bfitilh  govern- 
ihent,  it  was,  that,  thcrt  deriVed  their  honour,  their  happinefs> 
i'rtd  fhe'lecurity  of  propertysuid  principle,  from  the  three 
branches  which  conftituted  the  mixed  and  limited  monarchy 
of  this  country ;  each  of  which  ^^•as  equally  eflential,  and 
without  which  either  would  be  obvioufly  leflened  of  its  virtue 

and 
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and  authority.  How' far  this'pamphlet  did  upon  the  face  of  it 
hear  this  imprlBon,  or  how  tar,  by  fair  and  liberal  con  !>ruc- 
tion,  it  could  be  faid,  upon  examination,  to  convey  this  idea, 
it  was  for  the  wifiJom  of  tlie  Houfe  to  determine. 

•In  the  interval  between  the  firft  readin-j  and  the  prefcnt  dif- 
culTion,  he  had  refle£led  upon  its  contents  ;  an  I,  from  every 
^onfideration  he  had  be^n  able  to  give  thw*  fubjecl,  he  confeU- 
cd  he  was  induced  to  draw  a  concluQon  direilly  different  from 
that  of  his  right  honourable  frici>d.  He  would  firft  remark. 
that  he  difa:;reed  entirely  from  him  in  the  rule  pf  conftru^lion, 
that  he  had  laid  down;  namely,  that  it  was  not  fufficient 
ground  for  them  to  fend  any  libellous  matter  to  a  jury,  if  any* 
other  conftrudion  than  one  could  bj  put  upon  ir.  lie  ds.iicd 
the  admiilion  of  any  fuch  rcftraint  upoti  the  conduf)  of  parlia- 
ment. They  would  undoubtedly  be  free,  upon  iheir  general^ 
ieaTe  of  the  palTage^  to  ftate  the  matter  as  in  their  opinion  of- 
/enfive  and  therefore  propet  for  profecution ;  anJ  the  jury  , 
would  then  exercife  their  judgment  agree<ably  to  the  principle 
and  the  pradice  of  the  law  ot  England  :  they  were  to  deter- 
mine only  what  conftrudtion  the  pallage  warranted.  Still  Icfs 
Could  he  agree  with  his  right  honourable  friend,  when  he  faid 
that  it  (hould  be  feen  whether  there  were  any  cohtraJiAory 
doctrines  in  the  work  10  qualify  and  reftrift  the  offenfive  para- 
graph. It  muft  be  judged  of  in  its  fole,  as  well,  as  in  its  col- 
Ikteral  fenfe ;  an  author  of  feditious  or  libellous  matter  ought  to 
find  no  refuge  or  defence  in  his  own  inconfiftency. 
'  Having^read  over  the  words  of  the  pamphlet,  the  Chancel- 
lor of  ibefexh?quer  faid,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  with  his  right 
honourable  friend,  that  there  were  contradiilory  p^fliiges  in  it ; 
they  by  no  means  however  in  his  opinion  went  the  length  of 
(Kewing,  by  fair  inference,  that  the  pafllige  allud^i  to  did  not 
convey  the.  meaning  attributed  to  it.  They  might,  indeed, 
afford  a  ground  of  argument  to  a  counfcl  emploved  in  his  de- 
fence; bg%  ill  the  impartial  confideration  which  that  Houfe 
Ihould^'give  them,  they  would  appear  only  a^  incoiififtencies, 
which  might,  perhaps,  create  fome  confufion,  but  by  no  means 
tended  to  qualify  the  afiertions  comjilain^d  of.  What  was  it 
that  the  author  of  this  book  co  uended  for*,  and  what  v/as  the 
defence  fee  up  for  him?  Was  it  to  b(i  maintained  that,  ac- 
irording  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  the  king  could  go 
en  and  exercife  the  funcllohs  of  govern  nent  without  parlia- 
tneiUr  He  would  not  ftop  to  e..- quire  what  a  king  might  do, 
if  both  Houfes  of  PaVliament  we- e  lopped  ofF;  but  he  would 
not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  he  could  not  be  a.coiftitutional  kingj 
and   that,  from  the  moment  the  two  Hull's  of  Kiflianicnt' 
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ceafed  tcr  be  iDtegrafparts  of  thexonftitution,  that  moment  the 
coaftitution  would  ceafe  to  exift.  If  the  King  did  continoe 
to  govern,  it  mud  be  by  ^  power  totally  new  to  the  conftitu- 
tion;  as  much  fo  as  if  it  were  contended  that  a  Houfe  pf: 
Commons  atone  could'  exercife  the  funAions  of  all  the 
branches  of  the  conftitation,  and  yet  that  c6nftituti6n  re* 
main  entire. 

In  confidering  the  original  government  of  England,  whe- 
ther monarchy  did  firft  (libfift,  was  a  quedion  undoubted!/ 
involved  in  confiderable  difficulty.  H^  was  verV  far,  however,' 
from  acqutefcing  in  the  opinion,  which  had  peen  ftyled  ah 
hiftoricai  faft,  riiat  Hit  monarchy  of  England  ha<i  never  ex- 
tfted  without  being;  tempered  m  fome  proportion  or  other  by 
the  checks  and  the  participation  in  the  government  of  the 
•  other  orders.  Undoubtedly  the  conftitution  of  bur  Saxon 
anceftofs  had  fuffered  interruption  from  the  violence  of  the 
Norman  conqdeft,  and  the  feudal  innovations,  whkh  were 
its  confequences,  and  became  engrafted  on  '  its  ancioiit  cufn 
toms;  but,  in  his  niind,  from  the  coUe£tive  refult'of  all  his 
refearches  into  the  fubje£t,  ^he  root  of  the  popular  branched 
lay  much  deeper  than  the  parlianientary  reprefentation. ' 

His  right  honourable  friend  had  compared  the  author  to  a 
man  taking  away  part  of  a  machine,  in  order  to  fee  the  cScQt 
of  tha  remainder  of  the  works.  With  a  machine,  fuch  ad 
exj;>criment  might  be  curiouis ;  but  when  a  man  fet  about  to 
enquire  what  part  of  a  mixed  government  might  be  takenf 
away,  the  enquiry  at  beft  wc  Idj  In  his  opinion,  be  ufelefs;' 
"  if,  by  (hewing  that  one  part  itiight  be  taken  away  without 
injui^y  to  the  others,  it  had  a  tendency  to  recommend  a 
pra£lical  experiment,  then  indeed  it  would  cea/e  to  be  merely 
u&lefs,  and  would  begin  to  be  criminal. 

To  point  out  one  branch  of  the  conftitution  as  Icfe  impor- 
tant than  the  others,  was  without  all  doubt  criminal ;  yet  that 
was  the  very  thing  which  tl^e  author  of  the  pamphlet  had  done 
in  fpeaking  of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament.  The  reafoning 
in  the  book  did  not  merely  go  to  fay,  that  if,  iir  confequence 
of  a  foreign  invafion,  a  peftilence,  or  any  other  extraordinary' 
event,  the  parliament  was  prevented  from  fitting,  that  then  in 
that  interim  the  King  might  exercife  the  fun<Eli6ns  of  govern- 
ment; fuch  reafonii^  as  that  would  be  true;  but  the  author 
fpoke  not  of  a  temporary  interruption  to  the  fun£liokis  of  par* 
^lament,  but  of  its  being  i^/»/r^  ^  totally.  '  ^ 

In  faying  that  the  King  could  go  on  alone,  whether  the 
author  meant  that  the  King  ihouid  poflefs  the  legiflative  power 
or  not,  he  conceived  him  to  be  equally  wrong.    It  the  King 
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-  was  fuppofed  to  have  the  power  of  making  laws,  then  a  total 
JTubvernoo  and  deftruSion  of  the  conftitution  mud  be  pre* 
iume(}.  If  it  was  fuppofed  tHat  the  iCing  had  not  the  legifla- 
bve  p6wer,  in'tt^at  cafe  \\ie  pbfttion  was  equally  wrong  and 
abfurd;  becaufe  a  revifion  of  the  condu£l  of  the  ex<*curive 
government  formed  a' part  of  ttie  exprefs  duty  and  beO^  privi- 
]ege  of  parhament;  and  it  was  abfuid  to  talk  of  the  King  hav- 
ing the  foJe  ^oV^rnment  veiled  in  him,  and  yet  not  poflefs  the 
^wer  of  making  laws.  *  •     ^v 

•'  Upon  thefe  gr ounces  he  muft  declare,  tha(  he  thought  the 
conftriidioii  which  his  right  honourable  friend  had  put  upon 
this  pamphlet 'wa$' erroneous,  and  that  the  real  meaning  was 
a  doctrine  Incompatible  with  the  exiftence  of  the  co.tftitotion 
jpf  Great  Britain.    •  •  •  •    • 

The  writer  who  infinuated  the  independence  of  any  part  of  ' 
the  conffitution,  upon  the  whole,  and  argued  toi  the  poHibilicy 
of  their  feparation,  deferved  in  his  judgment  marked  ccnfure, 
and  his  doctrines  the  ftrongeft  difapprobation.  If,  therefore, 
tW  wifdbm  ibf  the  Houfe  thould  pronounce  this  pamphlet  to 
fee  of  that  defcriptibn,  they  would  decide  accordingly.  He 
{hould  himfelf  from  con  virion,  vote  for  the  refolutions  which 
|iad  been  moved* oh  the  fubjedt. 

'  Mr.  Courtinay  Caid^  he  hoped  his  right  honourable  friend,  • 
{Mr.  V^Tindhamj)^  after  hearing  the  upanfwerable  argument  of 
nis  right  honourable  colleague,  wou<d  vote  the  book  in  quef- 
fion  to  be  what  it  really  was,  a  fcandalous  libel,  glaringly  in- 
jurious and  calumnious  to  the  conititution,  as  confiding  of 
ICing,  Loirds  and  Commons.  The  pamphlet  aflerted,  that 
^  'The  commemoration  of  the  revolution  cannot  found  agree- 
able in  the  ears  of  the  Sovereign  ;  that  to  him  it  muft  convey 
fomeinflnuation  of 'reproach."  What  was  this,  but  to  declare 
that  he  holds  his  croWn  by  Tome  hereditary  indefeafibhs  right, 
independent  of  the  will  and  approbation  of  his  people  ?  What 
was  it  but  a  libel  on  the  fucceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover^ 
and  on  the  monarch  who  fills  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms?" 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had  faid, 
that  many  pailages  in  Mr.  Hume's  Hifiory,  and  in  the  works 
of  other  political  writers  of  admitted  abllay  might  be  cenfurr 
able,*  as  they  held  out  different  opinions  upon  conftitutiooal 
fubjeds;  Mr.  Hunie,  however,  fays,  nutwithftanding  his 
j)artialitres,  that  *'  many  important  queftions  have  been  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  libertv,  and  efpeciall^  by  that  great  pre- 
cedent of  diepofmg  .one  King,  and  placing  a  new  family  on 
the  throne ;  -that  this  had  given  fuch  an  afcendancy  to  the 
jpbpdbr power,  as  tQ  put  tha(queftion  beyond  all  controverfy." 
r  T  •     •         '  Mn 
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Mr.  Hnme  fard  much  to  the  famt  effe&.  as  Dr.  Price  did, 
**  thnt  his  (r>vj6{[y  reigns  by  the  voice  ot  his  people."  Tht  fiirhc 
Honourable  gtrnlleman  haddecl  srcd,  thnt  it  would  be  abfurJ  to 
ftjte  the  privilege  oi  parliament  as  a  matter  of  qucHion  ;  and, 
in  confirmntion   of  his  opir.ion,  had    laid  down    many    nice 
diftiiictions.     Such  an  argument   reminded   him  of  a  Jefuit, 
who  would  undertake  to  prove  tranfubflantiation  by  the  doc- 
trine  of  equation.     The  pamphleti  Mr,  Courteaay  fiid,  ad- 
vanced a  new  and  dangerous  dod'trin-,  viz.   ''  That  Kingly 
fovcrnmcnt  may  go  pii   in  all  its  fun6>ions,   without  either 
.ords  or  Commons  j   and  that  the  Lords  and  Commons  de- 
rived their  existence  and  authpwty  fiom  the  King"     With- 
out fubmittin^  that  queftion  to  the  focicty  of  Arts  and  Scien-r 
cies,  or  even  to  that  Boi'rd  of  Ag ricuiturs,  under  whom  Mr. 
Arthur  Young  holds  foconfpicuous  a  place,  he  would  rather 
cppcal  to  the  judicious  author  qf  the  Spirit  of  Laws,   (Mon- 
tefquieu)  whp  faid,  that  *^  whofoever  read  the  Treatifc  of 
Tacitus  on  the  nianners  of  the  Gfermans,  would  find  that,  he 
(kid,  De  minoribus  rebus  prhictpes  cfinfuhar:t^  4e  majgribus  om^ 
lies.     Hence  they  would  fee,  that  the  Englifh  had  taken  tha 
idea  of  their  government  from  that  authority,  and  that  the 
beautiful  fyftem    of  the  Britifli  conftitution  and  government . 
was  firft  invented  in  the  woods  of  Germany."     To  afltrt 
that  the  Lords  and  Commons  derived   all   their  funftion^ 
from  the  crown,  was  furcly,  moft  unconftitutional  doSrine. 
Not  under  the  Saxon,  or  even  the  Norman  line  had  any  fuch 
doSrine  prevailed,  during  the  latter  period,  the  Engli,fli  al- 
ways claimed  the  rights  they  enjoyed  under  the  Saxon  go- 
veinment,  though  they  were  xio(  always  fuccefsful  in  their 
claims. 

AM  fefts  were  ridictaled  in  the  publications  tliat  Wicre  not 
always  the  moft  compliant  with  the  maxims  of  arbitrary 
governments.  Mr.  Hume,  neverthelefs,  had  not  been  afham- 
cd  to  declare,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  Pi^tri^s  in  x)^^ 
/eign  of  Elizabeth,  every  fpark  of  liberty  would  have  been 
cxtingui(hed  in  England ;  it  was  ithe  fami  fpirit  which  fup- 
ported  and  eflablifhcd  the  fucceffion  in  the  Houfe  qf  Hanover. 
And  though  thcfe  feds  are  ftigmatized  under  the  pretehceof 
zeal  for  the  church,  yet  the  grand  reafon  was  on  account  of 
their  uniform  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  liberty.  The  pamphlet 
diflcminated  arbitrary  principles,  as  if  our  liberties  tould  be 
preferved  under  an  unlimited  monarchy.  No  wonder  if  fuch 
perfons  flood  forth  as  advocates  for  the  profcribed  houfe  of 
Siuait,  and  ventured  on  a  viiidicsition  of  the  prjociples  for 

which 
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vyh)chth2t  family  was  juftly  expelled.  It  was  no  great  diffi- 
culty to  afcribe  the  paroxyftns  df  their  iteal  for  loyalty  to  its 
true  rno:i/es,  as  well  as  their  attachment  to  the  arbitrary 
meafures  of  mintfters  j  both  proceeded  from  the  fame  pfrinci- 
ples  which  attached  tWm  to  the  caufe  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart. 

Mr.'Courtenay  fook  occafiori  to  notice  a  performance  rc- 
comnienaed  by  Certdin  Bilhops,  (faid  to  be  written  by  Mr. 
Whitaker)  Ituting,  that  there  was  no  legitimate  g^overmrtent 
but  that  which  was  derived  from  Adam ;  that  he  was  the  firft 
iijiliniited  moharch  5  that  the  primogeniture  of  Cain  entitled 
him  to  a  fliafc  of  the  government,  and  that  there  was  not  fuch 
a  great  criminality  in  Cain's  killing  his  brother,  on  account 
of  his  fuperior  right  to  a  (hare  of  the  government,  &c.  He 
hixd  heard  that  one  Bifhop  (the  iSfhop  of  Rocheftcr) 
particularly  recommended  this  performance  in  a  letter  to  his 
clergy, 'and  perhaps  it  was  afcribcable  to  that  circumftance 
that  he  had  been  treated  with  fo  little  dignity  lately  in  his 
epifeopal  city.  The  pamphlet  before  the  houfe,  duH  as  it  was 
in  its  comppfition,  contained  doflrines  that  were  abfurd,  and 
principles  that  were  bigottcd.  It  dimly  (hone  from  the  bor- 
rowed luftre  of  a  treatifc  written  by  a  'man  of  the  moft  celc-i' 
bratei  parts  and  luxurious  fancy,  and  was  evidently  h  produce 
tiou  from  the  fchodl  of  Filtner.  He  had  little  doubt,  in  hisr 
own  mind,'bat  that  Mr.  Reeves  was  the  author  ;  it  breathed 
his  language,  his  fpirit,  and  his  principles  ;  and  he  could  only 
impute  it  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  perfenal  firiend- 
fliip  for  that  individual,  that  fo  much  had  been  faid  by  him  in 
bis  vindication.  If  that  honourable  gentleman  really  knew  the 
author,  he  hoped  he  would  point  nim  out,  that  he  might  re- 
ceive his  merited  reward. 

Mr.  f-yHherfurce  faid,  that  if  they  confidered  the  charaflcr 
and  fituation  of  the  fuppofed  author  of  the' pamphlet,  it  could 
not  be  viewed  as  a  detpicable  performance,  and  the  rcfolutions 
*f  that  Houfe  would  add  to  its  imjporrance.  It  was  with 
touch  fatisfaftion  that  he  hud  attended  ro  the  two  fpceches  of 
his  learned  friends  5  but  he  confeffed  that  fati'sfaftion  was  aU 
laycd  by  the  fpeech  which  he  had  heard  from  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  who,  perhaps,  had  gone  ar 
liitle  farther  than  he  ought  to  hnvc  done,  in  defhiding  a 
man  Whom  he  might  think  loyal  and  deferving.  He  hoped 
that  gentlt'n^n  would  confider  the  fubjcit  according  to  the 
true  principles  of  the  conftitucion.  lu  adhering  to  thefe,  he 
fhould  himfelf  be  Itad  to  coftibaL  fonie  of  that  right  honourable 
gentleman's  expofuionj.  He  had  argued  1  as  if  it  wis  a  matter 
cf  fubtle  enquiry,  to  find  out  tb€  crsad  meaning  of  the  author 
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of  the  pamphlet;  the  plain  queftionj  to  i^is  mind,  was^  not 
yrbat  a  nice  logician  might,  or  might  not^  extort  from  it  i 
but  what  the  fenfe  of  certain  pafl^ges^  really  was,  compared 
^ith  the  context,  the  general  drift  of  the  performance,  and 
the  impreffion  which  the  perufal  was  likely  to  make 
9n  the  generality  of  readers.  He  (hould  therefore  declinef 
entering  on  a  nfce  enquiry,  as  to  the  pfecife  meaning  oT  par- 
ticular exprefiions :  he  remarked  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  found  out  what  made  in  favour  pf  th^^ 
author,  more  than  what  made  againft  him*  In  the  paJTage  fo 
frequently  quoted^  there  appeared  to  him  fomething  clearly 
unconfticutional ;  the  author  conddered  the  component  parts 
of  the  conftitution,  as  if  they  could  be  difjointed,  as  if  one  part; 
could  furvive  the  extinclion  of  the  others  ;  how  far,'  or  for  how 
long  a  period,  this  might  take  place,  he  knew  mot  i  but  he  was 
he  faid  fully  convinced  that  if  a  dii}un£lion  ever  took  place 
there  was  an  end  of  the  BritiOi  conftitution,  each  branch  of  it 
'  being  infeparably  connected  with  the  others.  He  appealed,  in 
Ulaflration  of  this  hSiy  to  the  days  of  Charles  I.  The  three 
component  parts  of  our  conftitution  were  fo  blended  and  affimi- 
lated  in  one  inleparable  eflenCe,  that  they  were  incapable  of  be« 
ing  detached.  He  denied  that  the  kingly  government  could 
fuhfift  independent  of  parliament  -,  it  was  from  the  votes  and 
grants  of  that  Houfe,  that  the  crown  derived  its  firength^  iti 
alKftance,  and  its  fupplies.  r     .      . 

Mr.  Wilberforce  difcuffed  the  prafiical  effeflb  which  the 
publication  was  calculated  to  produce,  and  indfted  that  itws^s 
likely  to  do  mifchief,by  detachine  the  affections  of  the  people, 
from  that  which  they  ought  an  to  cherifli  as  an  obje£t  of 
profound  veneration  and  efteem  ;  and  more  efpecially  con*' 
(idering  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  time;;,  he  thought 
it  was  likely  to  produce  great  praiSical  harm  without 
the  timely  interference  of  that  Houfe.  In  looking  over 
Ithe  pamphlet,  he  faid  a  fort  of  ridicule  appeared  to  him 
to  be  applied  to  the  conftitution  j  in  proportioi)  however^ 
as  it  was  his  ardent  wifti  to  fecure  the  conftitution^ 
his  end^vours  to  prevent  any  man  from  alienating  the  af-i 
fe£iions  of  Britons  from  the  love  of  it,  ihoutd  he  unremitting^ 
If  ever  there  exifted  a  time  when  it  particularly  behoved  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  not  to  iufFer  a  pamphlet  ofthat  nature  to 
be  flightly  paffed  over,  the  prefent  was,  he  thought,  that  pe- 
riod. ,  The  parliament  was  then  endeavourfne  to  check  fediti« 
ous  and  libellous  publications  of  an  opponte  tendency;  it 
therefore  became  them,in  order  to  vindicate  rhenfifclves  from  the' 
charge  of  injuftice  and  partiality,  when  publications  of  a  fedl^- 
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tious  nature  were  under  contemplation,  .to  take  proper  notice 
of  the  pamphlet  under  difcullioju  Let  ^very  afperflon  of 
that  fort  be  done  away  ;  and'  let  them  not  Aibjc^St  themfelves  to 
the  imputation  of  pailion  or  prejudice  in  their  determinations. 
He  declared  he  had  voted  for  the  Bill  againft  Seditious  PraAices 
and  Attempts,  from  the  condderation  that  the  fpeeches,publica- 
tions^and  proceedings,  of  the  focieties  referred  to,  inflamed  the 
minds  t>f  theiF  hearers  and  readers ;  not  only  by  defaming  the 
monarch,  but  aWb  the  people  of  England ;  ;ind  for  the  fame 
ircafou  be  was  ready  with  equal  wiDingnefs,  to  (tand  forth  and 
vindicate  the  conllitution  from  the  (ligmas  of  men  of  an  oppo^ 
iite  defcniption.  The  theoretical  ideas  of  government  which 
difFerentperfons  formed  were  not  worthy  regard ;  but  he  thought 
^ey  wete  Dound  to  givetheir  fellow  fubjed^clear  ideas  of  the  na- 
ture and  excellence  of  the  edablifhed^conditution,  and  gliard 
againft  all  who  would  defame  it,  either  one  way  or  the  othri. 
The  pamphle.t  treated  with  difirefpe£l  the  labours  of  their  an- 
coftorsat  the  period  of  the  revolution,  to  whom  they  were  indebt- 
ed for  that  practical  liberty  they  at  prefent  enjoyed  i  It  ftruciC 
himasa  matter  of  difficulty  how  theHoufe  could  a<5l  on  the  pre* 
^ent  occafion^  though  the  pampHLec  abcu  idcd  with  contract  :Kons 
and  politica)  hereues,  he  coulJ  not  Hell  how  far  an  ingenious 
lawyer  might  be  able  to  confoun^l  th^  minds  of  a  common 
jury ;  he  had  his  doubts,  in  particular,  to  that  part  of  the  mo- 
'  tion,  which  charged  the  pamphlet  with  being  a  libel  on  the 
glorious  revolution  ;  becaufe  although  the  writer  had  indiredly 
xrenfured  fome  of  the  princifdes  on  which  the  revolution  was 
/ounded.  and  again  and  again  by  inference  rp^eStci  upon  it, 
all  that  be  had  iaid,  did  nqt,  in  his  mind,  dearly  amount  tp  a 
jibel  upon  it. 

Sir  /ohn  Sif^ciqir  rofe  to  vindicate  the  Board  of  Agricultuff 
from  fome  afperftons  which  he  imagined  Mr,  Sheridan  had 
thrown  on  if,  Tj^at  inftitution  was  he  faid  fubfervient  to  no 
political  parjty,  b}Jt  looked  for  encQi|rageniez)t  and  fupport 
from  all  parties,  whioli  ic  wiihed  to  unite.  With  regard  to 
Mr.  A.  Young  being  a  penftoner  of  Government  he  could 
fay  nothing ;  all  he  could  fay  was,  that  he  -was  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture^  aad  th^t  a  pt^tfon  to  (\\\  that  depart* 
ment  was  annually  eleiledf  He  was  not  confcicus  that  Mr. 
Young  abufed  his  fituaiion  as  Secretary  tp  the  Agricultural 
Society  for  })olitic^l  purpofes;  and  as  lo  theprcient  qucftion. 
Sir  J.  Sinclair  declared  hi^nfclf  difpofcd  to  concur  in  the 
general,  fentimenc  pf  indignation  that  feemed  to  actuate  the 
Doufe  agamd  the  au;hor  of  the  pamphlet  i4nder  difcufEon. 

Vol.  II,  J795,  £,  Mr. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  faid  he  did  not  accufe  Ac  Board  of  any  thing 
improper,  on  the  contrary^  he  had  ftated  himfelf  more  thalt 
once  a  convert  to  the  propriety  of  its  inftitution.  What  he 
faid  was  this',  that  Mr.'Anhur  Young  had  a  penfion  from  the 
Crown,  and  that  perfons  employed  by  him  had  gone  over  the 
country,  particularly  in  Cornwall,  with  the  works  of  Mr. ' 
Arthur  Young,  to  diftributc.  them;  this," Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 
he  was  ready  to  prove  at  the  Bar  of  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Hardinge  faid_,  it  Was  not  for  the  purt)ofe  of  com- 
promifihg  the  opinion  which  he  declared  the  other  night,  arid 
which  his  attentive  perufal  of  the  whole  context  had  con« 
fintied;  but  upon  account  of  ingenuous  difficulties  which  he 
felt  in  his  own  mind,  that  he  adopted  the  doubts  of  his 
bonourable  friend  who  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  refpeft- 
ing  the  amendment  upon  the  original  motion,  contained  in 
the  new  v^ords  imputing  to  this  pamphlet  a  libel  upon  the 
revolution.  He  could  not  fatisfadorify  to  his  own  min^ 
agree  to  that  Amendment,  for  though  he  was  convinced  thfc 
writer  did  noD  love  the  revolution,  or  wifh  to  have  its'  princi- 
ples treated  with  refpefl,  he  had  been  rather  farcafttcat  upo^ 
It  than  IiMlousy  and  had  even  ftudioufly  though  perhaps  art- 
fully commended  the  a£l  as  well  as  the  atSlors  in  fome  parts  of 
the  work. 

He  affured  the  houfe  it  gave  him  finccre  pain,  to  exprefs 
in  fo  marked  a  way  the  other  night  a  kind  of  indignant  con- 
cern at  the  doubts *of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Wtndbam.)  He  revered  his  publick  fpirit  as  much  as  he 
admired  his  virtues,  and  he  could  not  be  more  hurt  than  to 
have  it  imagined,  "by  thole  who  had  then  heard  hiitf,  that  he 
lent  himfelf  to  that  ungenerous  and  bafe  obloquy  which  h|cd 
of  late  purfued  him.  '  ' 

'  He  lamented  the  abrupt  and  the  untimely  intriifion  Qf  th|$ 
topic  upon  the  order  of  the  day,  which' it  intercepted  and 
continued  to  fuperfcde;  He  lamented  it,  bedaufe  the  exigency 
which  gave  rife  to  the  Bill  for  the  fafety  of  the  King's  perfoA 
was  too  awcfiil  to  admit  the  delay  of  an  hour,  if  it  could  b& 
avoided.  ;       •     -  • 

•  That  as  to  the  queftion  relative  to  the  libel  upon  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  after  the  manly,  honeH,  and  powerful 
arguments  which  he  bad  heard  frbm  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  it  would  be  the  height  of  arrogance  in  him  to 
add  more  than  a  very  few  words.   • 

It  was  chiefly  to  explain  one  point  that  he  rofe.     The 

right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  exprefled  a  doubt 

whether  by  the  rcfumption  '^  of  the  Kingly  power  in  all'  its 
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JFundions»  when  the  Lords  and  Commons  were  loft  dffj*  the 
writer  meant  executive  capacities  alene^  or  legifiative  too.  It 
was  clear  to  bis  convi<9ion  that  he  meant  both ;  for  having 
dcfcribed  in  on6  of  the  paflages  preceding  this,  a  King  who 
**  made  as  well  as  txccutrd  the  law/*  who  **  never  died"  and 
who  *'  could  never  da  wrongy*  he  adds  **  thefc  are  the  origi- 
ilat  and  main  principles,  uport  which  plain  £nglilbmei>  could 
fafely  reft  for  their  property  and  freedom^  fiiit  the  Englifh. 
will  not  always  ^^onfide-MealoUfies  arofe  and  fears*  To  mee^ 
and  appeafe  them  qualifications  were  annexed.  The  King 
Was  accordingly  in  future  to  make  the  law  with  tonfent  of 
the  Lords  and  Comn^ons ;"  then  he  introducci^  the  figure  of 
tfais  tree  and  of  its  branches  lopt  off]  upon  iVhicb  event, 
•*  the  Kingl^tower  would  cxercife  ALL  \tfi  funSJioni^^^^whzt 
funflions?  Thofc  which  he  cxcrcifed'when  he  made  the  law^ 
dnd  before  his  po#er  to  make  it  was  limited. 

He  faid  nb  more  tipon  the  libel,  except  only  to  re-aflert 
that  it  was  grofs  and  fcandaldUfly  falfe. 

What  meafures  the  Hoiife  would  in  its  |u(Hce  and  wifdotrt 
purfue  againft  the  offender,  he  gave  no  opinion  more  than  to^ 
fay,  that  he  wiihed  for  ienity  as  far  as  it  coUld  be  reconciled 
with  honor* 

But  be  thought  in  times  like  thefe,'  to  cenfure  in  the  terms 
ef  the  motion,  fuch  a  libel  was  an  a£t  of  foufnd  poli^f  as  well  as 
jtiftice.  It  would  fliew  to  the  peOpl6  out  of  doors  impartial 
judgement  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft  libellers  of  all 
defcriptions,  when  thofe  of  the  worji  kind  were  fo  prevalent  j 
though  he  wa$  not  fure  whether  fuch  fatfe  friends  as  the 
wHter  of  this  libel^  were  not  the  worft  enemies  ^  government 
could  find. 

Mr.  Fox  aflced  whether  the  right  hortourabte  Secretary  at 
War  would  have  taken  the  faime  pains  to  find  out  a  different 
meaning  bad  any  other  pamphlet  be^n  the  fubjeA  of  difcuf* 
fion  7  Suppofing  even  that  Jt  had  been  from  Mr.  Paine's?  If 
(o^  be  would  then,'  indeed,-  pronounce  him  impartial.  Or,  if 
lie  had  endeavoured  to  explain  any  pamphlet  coming  from  a 
member  of  the  Correfponding  Society,'  whether  tbat  right  how 
jiourable  gentleman  would  have  exculpated  him  from  the 
charge  of  partiality  towards  that  body  i  then,  indeed,  he 
would  give  him  credit  for  impartiality  on  the  prefent  ONCcaiion; 
bat  when  he  faw  him  employing  his  ingenuity  in  order  t9' 
give  a  fenfe  to  the  pamphlet  different  from  what  it  would  ob- 
▼ioufiy^  bear,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  faonourablif 
gentleman  entertained  fome  hirking  partiality  cowards  tbef 
jirinciples  ailerted  in  that  pamphlet^     Would  any  gentleman 

£  2  '       '    venture 
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venture  to  declare  that  there  did  not  appear  as  fettled  a  defigm 
in  Reeves's  Aflbciation  to  attack  the  conftitution»  as. in  an^ 
of  the  Correi'ponding  Societies  ?  In  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  A». 
Young>  an  exprefs  vote  of  thanks,  figned  by  Mr*  Reeves^ 
as  chairman  of  theaflbciatron,  and  an  approbation  of  the  doc-^ 
trines  contained  in  Mr.  Young^s  pamphlet  wa$  fub/oined. 
The  principles  which  Mr.  Reeves's  aflbciation  wifli  to 
adopt  were,  ^<  Th^  rotten  boroughs,  extravagant  courts, 
felfiih  minifters,  and  corrupt  magiftrates,  preferve  the  con«^ 
ftitution  of  England  !"  What  could  fiich  doArines  proceed 
from  but  a  fettled  defign  in  that  fociety  to  deftroy  the  con-^ 
ftitution  of  this  country  I  If  they  analizgd  the  pamphlet  mi- 
nutelV)  they  .would  find  the  do£lrine  contrary  not  only  to  h£\y 
but  to  the  language  of  the  Statute.  Book,  which  declares, 
that  the  government  of  this  countrv  was  not  fimply  a  mo^ 
narchy  ;  but  it  >vas  a  government  in  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons^  "My  own  difficulty  (faid  Mn  FoxJ  is  what  the 
conduA  of  the  Houfe  fliould  be  on  this  eccafion.  I  profef» 
myfelf  an  enemy  to  profecutions  for  libellous  attacks ;  and 
yet^  at  fuch  a  time  as  this,  when  Mr.  Reeves's  aflbciation 
are  fpreading  their  pernicious  doSrines  abroad,  I  am  anxt«^ 
ous  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  ihould  exprefs  their  difap^ 
probation-  of  principled  recommended  by  that  aflbciation.  I. 
wiih  to  get  at  the  author  of  this  pamphlet,  and  purfue  hinv 
only:  this  is  fo  material  an  objed^^that  I  think  the  better  way 
would  be,  for  the  Houfe  to  keep  this  bufinefs  in  its  own 
hands. 

Mr»  Buxton  faid,<  he  conlldered  the  pamphlet  to  be  a  libet 
on  the  revolution,  and  hoped  that  fome  fleps  would  be  takea 
to  And  the  author,  and  bring  him  to  trial. 

Mr..  Wdbifforct  explained. 

Mr.  SianUy  faid,  that  the  Whig  party  had  been  glorioua 
to  this  country,  and  that  Whig  principles  were  involved  ii» 
the  diftuffion  then  befoie  the  Houfe*.  The  Whigs  would  have 
the  opportunity  of  feeing,,  he  hoprd,  by  the  decifion  of  that 
night,  that  the  houfe  was  not  imbibing  Tory  principles  :  i6 
was  a  duty  they  owed  to  themfelves  and  to*poflerity,  to  (hew 
that  there  were  dninifters  who  were  willing  to  govern  accord- 
ing to  revolution 'principles.  He  declared  he  was  exceedingly 
pleafed  with  one  of  his  Majefty't  minifters  (Mr.  Pitt)  for- 
having  that  night  boldly  declared  he  coincided  with  the  mo«i 
tion  be&>re  the  Houfe :  and  he  hoped  he  would  follow  tip 
the  motion,  in  order  that  the  people  might  fee,  that,  while  oii 
Ihe  one  baody »  vigilant  eye  waa  to.  be  kept  over  the  eflbrts  oF 

feditlcD]^ 
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iedition,  ib  on  the  other  hand,  the  eiFeds  of  miftaken  loyalty 
were  to  be  checked. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  declared  that  be  (houid  be  extremely 
brief,  having  ijpoken  to  the  fubje£l  on  the  former  debate. 
He  thought  that,  as  to  the  main  queftton,  wheitier  this  pam- 
phlet was  a  libel,  there  was  no  difierence  of  opinion  ;  and  he 
congratulated  his  coyntry,  and  the  Houfe,  on  their  unanimity 
in  refetKing  this  attack  on  the  conftitution,  and  thus  mantfeft* 
ing  their  adherence  toprincipies,  which  would  ferve  toeftablifli 
and  render  them  more  fecure.  He  exprefled  fome  doubt  a^ 
to  the  propriety  of  the  amendment,  wJiich  charged  this 
pamphlet  with  being  a  libel  on  the  revolution ;  he  thought  \V 
would  be  extremely  difficult  for  any  lawyer  to  perfuade  a 
jury  xo  bring  in  fucb  a  verdift.  He  admitted  it  to  be  a  grofs. 
and  fcandalous  libel  on  thofe  ilhiftrious  characters  of  the 
Whig  party,  who  brought  about  the  revolution ;  as  what 
they  dii  clearly  was  not  to  defilroy,  but  to  preferve  the 
c^Miftitution.  It  was  aUo  a  libel  on  the  two  Houfes'of  Parlia- 
ment. 

7bi  Ata/ter  of  tl^e  Rolls  thought  .it  neccflary  t»  explain 
what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  night ;  he  declared  he  never  had 
entertained  any  doubts  refye£ling  the  matter  contained  in  the 
paragraph  beinr  libellous  \  he  difapproved  of  the  manner  ii» 
which  one  rignt  honourable  gentleman  had  been  treated* 
And  in  aU  cafes  where  that  Houfe  was  to  appear  as  accufacs* 
or  profecutors,  the  utmoft  delicacy  ought  to  be  obferved  in 
their  proceedings  i  he  owned,  had  he  been  prefcnt  when  the 
motion  was  iirft  made,  he  could  have  fbrted  fome  doubts 
whetherit  really  was  a  breach  .of  privilege  or  not ;  be  fliq^ild 
have  no  objedion,  however,  to  a  profecution,  if  he  was  fure 
that  the  verdict  would  be  the  Cunt  as  Dr.  SachevcreU's^ 
namely,  that  the  gentlemen  (hould  not  be  allowed  to  write 
ibr  two  years* 

Mr.  Sheridan  fjid,  he  had  no  intention  of  mifreprefenting 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  as  he  faw  his  amendment  did 
Aot  meet  the  general  concivrence  of  the  houfe,  be  agreed  to 
withdraw  it. 

Sir  IV.  DJhin  faid,  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe  i^ 
the  opinion  that  the  book  was  a  libel ;  but  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (the  Secretary  at  War)  had  made  (uch  an 
jmpreffion  upon  him  of  a  contrary  kind,  that  h«  would  vote 
agajnft  the  motion. 
■  Mr.  Foj:  laid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

The  Speaker  put  the  qoeilion,  which  was  carried  with  oiil^ 
two  diflentient  voices. 

-     Mr. 
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^  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  the  Houfe  having  adopted  his  mo- 
tion, which  he  conHdered  as  a  circumftance  fortunate  for  the 
eountr}'>  it  was  proper  that  fome  prbceeding  ihould  be 
grounded  upon  it,  and  that  it  (hould  not  be  fufrcred  to  ftand 
by  itfelf.on  their  Journals.  He  had  been  more  anxious  in 
pjifhing  this  proceeding,  becaufe,  as  he  had  before  ftated,'  he 
did  not  conftder  the  publication  to  be  a  folitary  libel,  but  to  have 
been  part  of  a  fyftem,and  the  more  dangerous  as  it  was  iifiied 
from  a  quarter  pofleiling  extenfive  means  of  circulating  attacks 
agaunft  the  conftitutinn.  There  were  manv  things  in  the 
writing  of  Mr«  A.  Young  which  he  conhdered  almoft  asT 
bad.  From  the 'candid  manner  in  which  the  queftion  had 
been  diYcufled  on  all  fides,  it  was  no  party  quefiion,  nor  was 
there  rcafon  to  think  that  minifters  wi&ed  to  fcreen  the  au- 
thor, be  he  whom  he  might*  There  were,  he  faid,  diiFerent 
modes  of  proceeding  that  might  be  adopted,  and  refcfrred  to 
fvecedcnts  in  former  times.  At  a  period  when  party  run  verf 
bigb^a  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Swift's,  (on  the  condu£l  of  allies)  ar 
▼cry  innocent  and  ufeful  work,  was  ordered  by  the  Houfe  to 
be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman,  and  a  motion  was 
made  to  addrefs  the  crown  to  proceed  ag&inft  him.  Another 
mode  was,  they  might  examine  the  Printer  at  their  bar.  Mr.: 
Sheridan  faid,  that,  under  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent 
cafe,  what  he  confidered  to  be  of  moft  importance  was  to 
come  at  the  peribn  of  the  authoj.  He  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  Mr.  Reeves  was  the  author ;  and  fince  he  came  into  the 
Houfe  he  had  been  confirmed  in  his  belief.  He  had  been' 
given  to  underfland,  that  a  formal  difavowal  would  be  made  of 
that  izSt  \  but  he  confidered  that  which  had  been  made  by 
the  Secretary  at  War  to  be  by  no  means -fufficiently  precife 
or  fatisfadory.  He  declared  he  had  a  great  objeflion  to 
inftituting  any  oppreffive  profecutions  againft  a  poor  printer 
or  publiiher,  who  looked  for  fecurity  to  the  charadlcr  of  h\9 
employer,  and  could  have  no  idea  that  he  would  receive  any 
thing  df  a  libellous  or  unconftitutlonal  tendency  from  the' 
chairman  of  a  loyal  ailuciatiop.  In  order  that. proper  ilcps- 
might  be  taken  to  come  to  the  perfonof  the  author,  a  powery 
which  Mr.  Sheridan  conceived,  that  the  Houie  ought  not 
to  delegate  out  of  their  own  hands,  be  would  adopt  a  prece- 
dent of  1 707,  and  conclude  with  moving,  "  'J  hat  it  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  to  enquire  who  was  the  author  of  the 
libel."  The  motion  was  carried  j  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  xhe 
Secreury  at  War,  &c»  wtrc  appointed  to  be  of  the  Com* 
mlttec. 

»  Mr* ' 
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Mr.  IV.  Smith  faid,  that  he  felt  fuch  ftrong  objeditms  to 
all  profecutions  for  political  pamphlets,  that  he  flioukl  move, 
in  cafe  of  a  difcbvery,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  be 
confined  to  a  icenfure  upon  the  author,  as  he  always  wiflied 
that  fpeech  and  writing  on  political  fubjedts  ibould  be  free. 

ThequeAion  was  afterwardis  put,  and  carried  without  any 
divificn. 

^'    Mr,  Shiridan  then  moved  the  Committee,  and  the  Houfe 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FftlDAY,  Novembir  27,  , 

The  Secretary  at  War  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  it  in 
pommand  from  his  Majefty  to  inform  them,  that  he  bail 
ordered  Colonel  Cawthorne,  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  to  be 
put  under  arreft,^in  prder  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial. 

Mr.  Sheridan   moved,  that  feveral  members  (whom  he 

named)  ihould  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  pamphle^ 

.   intitled,  **  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh  Government,"  and  diat 

^t  be  an  inilrudion  to  the  faid  Committee  to  fit  at  ani^  time, 

notwithftahding  any  adjournment  of  the  Houfe.     Ordered. 

A  meiTage  froip  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  their 
Lordlhips  had  agreed  to  a  Rill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  fA 
foap  and  candles,  ana  the  J^ill  to  prohibit  the  manufaduring 
of  ftarch  from  wheat  &c«  and  to  lower  the  duty  on  the  im- 
portation of  that  article.  Alfo,  that  their  Lordfliips  bad 
pafled  a£ill  to  divorce  Henry  Wakeman  from  his  wife,  and 
geflring  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fame. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr.  Honeywood  prefcnted  a  petition  from  the  inhabitanti 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhbod  of  Hithc,  ip  Kent,  praying 
that  the  two  Bills  (the  tfeafon  Bill,  and  the  feditious  meeting 
Bill}  might  not  pais  into  a  law.  He  faid,  that  the  meeting 
had  been  regularly  called  by  the  mayor  or  the  town,  who 
not  being  adverfe  to  the  Bills,  declined  taking  the  chair,  from 
a  confcioufiiefs  that  the  contrary  fentiment  prevailed  in  the 
towd.  The  chair  was  therefore  taken  by  another  refpe^bble 
perf<^,  and  the  petition,  which  h^  had  the  honour  to  prefent, 
was  agreed  to  without  one  diflfenting  voice.  The  petition 
would  be  found  to  be  fiened  by  moii  refpe£bible  perfons  of 
-that  town  ;  he  mentioned  that  fa6^  becaufe  it  was  fo  much 
cheipra<3icf  on  the  other  fide  gf  the  Houfe  tp  make  that  (brt  of 

diftin^oik 
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-  jdiftincSWon.  A  noble  peer  of  Ireland  (Lord  H'olceby)  formerly 
a  member  of  tint  Hoqfe,  (then  known  by  the  name  of  Mr. 
Matthew  Montague). a  perfon  who  had  retired  from  public 
life^  being  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  but  ftUI 
actively  employed  in  attention  to  the  morals  of  his  country, 
and  in  afts  cf  private  benevolence,  and  public  charity  had 
iigned  the  petition^  as  well  as  many  other  refpefbbie  perfoos 
dillinguiQicd  for  their  loyalty  :ind  love  to  the  conftitution. 
When  the  American  war  unfortunately  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe,  the  noble  Lord,  juft  mentioned,  bad  done 
his  utmoft  to  avert  the  calamities  which  followed,  and  had 
forefeen  and  predicted  the  iflue  which  took  place.  The 
jToble  Lord  had  likewife  forefeen,  from'  ihe  complexion  of  po- 
litics at  that  time,  and  fince,  fometbing  like  that  which  was 
at  prefcm  in  agitation  againft  the  liberties  of  the  peqple. 
Such  early  prefentiment^  of  what  was  to  happen,  and  had  hap- 
pened, entitled  his  Lordfhip's  prcfent  apprehenfions  to  have 
great  weight  and  credit  with  the  Houfe.  Though  old  in  V'jars^ 
his  Lordfhip  was  young  in  every  mental  faculty  ;  and  ant- 
mated  with  the  nre  of  virtuous  patriotifm,  he  deprecated 
the  prefeiit  Bill  in  common  with  the  other  worthy  charadlers 
%yho  had  figned  the  petition. 

Mr.  Honeywood  produced  an  extrad  of  a  letter  from  the 
mayor  of  Rochester,  which  he  had'  received  that  day,  and 
which  exculpated  that  magiftrate  from  fome  iniinuationt 
thrown  out  a  few  days  fince  againft  him,  becaufe  he  had  nof 
prevented  a  proceffion,  and  the  burning  of  an  cfHgy,  whereas 
be  was  a  ftranger  to  the  circumibince  till  after  it  had  takeq 
place* 

Mr.  Baker  called  to  ofder. 

Mr.  Honeywood  faid,  he  ihould  not  have  prefumed  to  re- 
vert to  any  petition  which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  but 
tot  the  refle^on  thrown  upon  the  charader  of  a  worthjr 
magiftrate,  whom  be  thought  \X  is  duty  to  exculpate.  He 
did  not  fuppofe  the  odium  to  have  been  wilfully  faftened  on 
bim,  for  it  was  fucb  as  all  men  are  liable  to ;  but  when  ic 
.was  not  deferved,  it  ought  to  b^  removed,  and  he  could  hinir 
felf  bear  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  the  fads  ftated  in  the 
letter. 

The  Speaker  foid,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Houfe^ 
firhen  a  member  is  called  to  order,  he  muft  obey  it ;  on  the 
prefent  occafion  he  imagined,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
appealed  to  the  candour  and  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  which, 
when  addrefled,  were  feldom  withheld. 

.  Mxs 
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Mr.  HamywHd  faid,  he  appeikd  to  the  candour  and 
indolgence  of  the  Houfej  with  their  permiffioiH  therefore,  he 
read  the  letter,  Which  reminded  him  that  he  perfonallf 
knew  the  mayor  was  waiting  in  a  back  room  of  the  inn,  at' 
the  time  of  die  proceffion,  to  fpeak  to  Mr.  Honey  wood,  who' 
va^  at  the  moment  encaged  in  conver&tion  with  another  gen* 
deman.  This  Mr.  Honeywood  confirmed ;  anU  added,  that^* 
upon  hearing  the  fhouts  in  the  ftreets  the  mayor  requefted 
Mr.  Wright,  a  gentleman  who  accompanied  him  with  the 
Petition,  to  enquire  what  was  the  matter.  Mr.  A  Vright  went 
out  in  confeauence,  but  the  noife  had  ceafed,  the  people  had 
difperfed,  and  eone  to  their  owh  homes,  and  no  crowd  nor 
tumult  was  to-be  found. 

Sir  Edward  Knatcbbidl  faid  the  allufion  referred  to  an  cx^ 
preffion  of  his  \  that,  however,  did  not  go  to  blame  a  magi- 
ftrate  for  not  fuppreffing  the  procefSon,  but  for  fubfequently 
figning  a  letter  on  the  lubjeiSl,  when  he  had  not  been  actually 
in  the  town  at  the  time  he  mentioned. 
,  General  Smith  remarked,  that  it  was  a  very  common  prac- 
tice on  the  oppofite  (minii^erial)  fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  cavil 
on  every  flight  occafion  at  what  fell  from  thofe  who  fpoke 
from  the  contrary  fide,  when  it  happened  not  to  be  agreeablo 
to  them  \  though  no  notice  was  taken  of  grofs  irregularities 
committed  by  any  of  their  own  friends^ 

Mr.  Honeywood  went  through  his  explanation^ 
Mr.  AL  RobinfoH  exprefled^his  forrow,  that  the  bills  before 
the  Houfe  were  not  delayed  for  fome  time,  fince  every  day 
(hewed  how  extenfively  the  apprehenfions  they  had  givei^ 
rife  to  had  fpread*  It  would  be  but  common  jufiice  to  the 
country  to  hear  its  laft  prayer  on  parting  with  its  liberties* 
He  warmly  reprobated  the  aflertion,  that  the  country  would 
be  without  a  confticution  if  thofe  Bills  were  not  paflcd  to  ie^ 
cure  it.  He  returned  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Honey  wood  for  thef 
handfome  terms  in  which  he  had  mentioned  bis  venerable 
relation  (Lord  Rockeby)  and  exprefled  his  approbation  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  Fox  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  thei 
town  of  Lyme  Regis,  in  Dorfetfliiro^  againft  the  Bills.  The 
petition,  after  expreffii^  the  moft  decided  abhorrence  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  againft  the  Bills,  concluded 
with  this  emph^ic  expreffion,  ^*  and  the  petitioners  en« 
treat  that  honourable  Houfe  to  take  every  means  in  their 
power  to  procure  a  fpeedy  peace,  as  the  only  means  df 
giving  ftability  to  the  throne^,  cloatbing  to  the  naked,  and 
bread  to  the  poor/' 
Vol.  II.    1795*  F  Mr, 
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'  Mr.  jfmyatt  prefented  a  petition  fi-ogi  Southampton^  for  fuch 
meafares  to  pj^CYent  iedicion  as  parliament  (bali  think  meet. 
This  cailed  forth  a  (hort  <coaverfiition  between  Mr.  Rofey 
junior,  and  Mr.  Sheridan^  who  obfervad  d^t  notwithftand- 
ing  this*  and  fimUar  petitioas  were  prciented  as  cocinter*petl- 
tions  to  thofe  afi;ainft  the  BiliS)  there  was  not  mc  iou  faid  ia 
them  for  the  BUls  themfelves. 

Mr.  Sheridan  prefcnted  a  petition  from  the  town  of  Staf- 
ford, and  another  from  the  town  of  Newark,  againft  the 
Bills,  and  alfo  a  petition  fronri  the  giin-iiiakers»  "figned  by  852 
of  that  trade; 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  prefented  a  petition  againfl  the  Bills  front 
the  gentlemen  and  burgeffes  of  NeWcaftlc  tinder  Lyme,  where 
the  nvayor  was  not  adv^rfe  to  the  petition,  nor  was  there 
6n  eperfon  in  the  town  diflenttng  from  it.  As  the  petition 
therdfore  paffed  unanin^ufly,  and  both  the  reprefentativea  of 
the^own  were  adverie  to  it,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  inhabitants 
had  done  hun  the  honour  to  eommit  it  to  his  care. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  Bill^ 
from  a  number  of  mechanics  who  had  not  an  oi^ortuMty  o£ 
figning  that  petition  from  the  ailbciated  tradefmen.  .  To  thoib 
15,000  names,  therefore,  might  be  added  the  852,  affixed  to 
thi%  petition^  It  came  from  the  journeymen  gun>  makers,, 
which  of'courfe,  he  faid,  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fida 
would  deem  very  alaroiing  f 

Mn  Fox  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  Bills,  wUch  he  (aid 
^Ms  of  an  uncomnion  description^  as  it  was  only  figned  by  one 
perfonj  but  that  perfon  was  a  gentleman  of  genius  aud 
talent)  of  irreproachable  manners  in  private  hfe,  and  of  the 
ereateft  integrity  in  his  public  character.  It  came  froo^ 
Major  CartwTight :  it  was  very  long  ;.  but  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
had  peruied  it  with  care)  and  fofind  nothing  exceptionable. 

'  Mr.  Fox  then  pntfented  another  petition  againft  the  Bills* 
which  came  from  bis  conftituents,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Weftminfter,  and  was  fubfcribed  by  io,f  a5». 
a  number  nearly  equal  to  the  number  of  voters  in  that  city*. 
How  this  petition  had  been  obtained  was  well  known,  as  it 
bad  been  introduced  into  the  diifeiii&om  of  that  Houfe.  It  had 
been  recommended  by  a  large  publick  meetii^,  and  was 
iigned  voluntartl)^  His  noble  colleague).  (Lord  Hbod,)  whom 
lie  was  happy  to  (^e  in  l^a  place,  to  omt  any  objection  he 
thought  fit,  had  -advifed  to  have  the  petition  carried  from  houie 
to  houfe.  Mr.-  Fox  faid)  he  would  not  pronounce  it  blameaUe 
te'take  the  fenfe  of  the  people  in  tliat  manner^  he  did  not  how^ 

.  -       ever 


ev^r  think  th^  i#ay  (b  freo^  ip  candM)  and  fo  feir^  as  when  the 
})cppk,  wunflufinced  and  unbiaiTed^  aded  purely  from  tli«ir 
.^w<i  imptilfe.    ;Tbe  perfons  who  figned   this  petition   had 

9  been  ^uHed  hy  a  votuntajcy,  f:eneral,  and  univerfa]  motive* 
Tiey  came  forwards  (fxuiCaneouAy)  g:enerally,  and  univerfally 
to  evprefs  their  abhoirenoe  of  the  BUfe  Againft  which  they 
reoionftrated)  and  to  exprefs  their  juft  apprehenfion  of  the 
enrils  bkely  to  enfue^  It  was  true^  that.  In  confrquence  of  the 
proteft  ^.ht«  noble  colleague^*  a  few  parochifiil  meetings  hd4 
heca  held)  and  the  yeftries  bad  (ent  about  petitions  t  from  houfe 
to  houtc.  Mr.  Fox  faid  he  was  prefent  at  three  of  tbe 
parocjual  meetings,  and  there  ivas  one  which  he  did  not  at- 
tend. It  was  thai  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  where  Mr, 
|>runimond  was  in  the  chair,  acid  wber^  eontrary  to  tbe  in- 
tentioDS  of  thofe  by  whom  tne  meeting  was  called,  a  certatii 
jpumber  of  reiblutions  were  almoft  ananimoudy  pafled,  tbo 
lefult  of  which  was  a  flat  contradifUon  to  the  aflertions  pf 
thofe  who  bad  advifed  this  meafure.  Tbe  other  parochial 
meetings  were  held  in  St.  Clement  Danes,  St,  James's,  and 

"  St.  Anne's.  In  St.  Anne's,  the  parifbioners  met  at  iirft  in  a 
iSnall  number^  upon  which  it  was  fuppofed,  fufficient  notice 
had  not  been  given ;  a  ftcond  meeting  was  therefore  called, 
which  decided  agatnft  the  Bills.  In  Su  Jamea's  pariflb^  a 
larger  number  of  parilbioners  had  met  than  bad  ever  been 
remembered  upon,  any  former  occafionr  Some  reiblutions 
))ad  been  previoufly  drawn  up,  and  banded  about  from  hoiilb 
to  houfe,  with  very  litde  fitccefs,  when  this  meeting,  at  whicli 
Jiir.  Devaynes  was  chairman,  decided  by  a  mfijdrity  of  one 
jibou&nd  to  twenty-feven  voices*.  If  any  doubts  mould  be 
entertained  concernieg  this-  petition,  as  not  expreffive  of  tttc 
general  fenfe  ef  the  pec^le  of  We(iminftec,  tbere^  npiglit  ft^l 
be  opportunities  (faid  Mr.  Fox,)  to  determine.  <^  I  have  &id 
fo  much  (conttnue<l  he)  upon  this  petition  in  particular, 
becaufe-it  is  not'poiEble  for  me  to  co]lc£i  the  opinionsof  al| 
|he  inhabitant^  of  every  county  in  the  kingdom}  but  a9 
iVeftminfler  is  the  (4ace  in  which  I  live,  where  you  live^  Sir^ 
zo4  wbesf^  tbts  .Houfe  lives,  I  may  venture  to  adWt,  thai:  ^hia 
petxcioii  does  contain  the  general  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Weftminfter."  He  £iid,  hei  had  frequently  occiifutn  to  ^t- 
icod  piiblifDk  meeongs,  and  was  in  the  cqnftant .  practice  Qf 
eoqiiiriflg  inio  the  opinions  of  his  conftitiients ;  he  had  Jike^ 
wife  fiDeqkaeatly  the  honor  cf  IfMrefenting  petitions  (o  that 
Holife,  and.  to  his  Mafefty^  but  he  bad  never  before  found 

^  ihe  peopk  fo  un^niiBOiUs.     He  had~  prcfentad  a  petition  to  his 
l^iefty  againfl  the  Ainerican  Wfir,  H'hicfa  was  fobfcribed  by 
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an  aftonifliing  number  of  fignatures;  this  however  was  faf 
more  univerfal  and  numerous.  The  Houfe  need  not  depend 
upon  his  tefljimony  j  they  had  all  an  opportunity  to  examine  and 
enquire,  though  he  believed  they  wouM  find  that  the  people 
who  had-  ftgned  it  were  more  in  unaniipity  and  number  than 
had  been  known  in  Weftminfter  upon  »  former  occafion  of 
anyjcind  whatever. '  ,  ^ 

'  Sir  John  Frederul  prefented  a  netition  from-  die  clergy 
and  freeholders  of  the  county  of  ourry,  iiibfcribed  by  200a  * 
names.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  flated  a  defire  diat 
elle^al  means  Ihould  be  taken  by  Parliament  to  prevent 
feditious  meetings,  without  infringing  the  right  of  petitioning^ 
which  being  read, 

Mr,  Sheridan  obfcrved,  that  the  petition  was  a  ftrong 
cenfureupbn  the  Bills;  although  the  petitioners  iiated,  chat 
they  underftood  fome  ASs  were  at  prefent  under  the  con- 
fideration  of  Parliament^  the  purport  of  which  they  evidently 
knew,  as  appeared  by  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  petition, 
they  requefted.  a  remedy  for  the  evils  they  complained  of^' 
without  deftroying  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or  trenching 
upon  the  right  of  rarliament>  and  the  free  exerclie  of  fpeech/ 
.  Tbi  Chan^eli'or  $f  th  Exchequer  denied  that  the  petition 
contained,^  or  was  meant  to  convey,  any  difapprobation  of 
the  Bills ;  on  the  contrary,  it  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  ena& 
fuch  laws  as  might  maintain  the  due  exercife  of  the  right  of 
petition.  * 

Mr.  Fox  noticed  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  ex- 
preffion  due  exercife  of  the  right  of  petition,  and  contended, 
that  the  Bill  went  to  alter,  nay  do  away,  that  righr^  for  when 
it  reftrained  free  difcuffion,  and  placed  a  dilator  wheie  at 
prefent  free  and  uncontrquled  difcuffion  could  be  held,  he 
contended  that  the  right  was  not  fimply  altered,  but.  done 
away.  That  the  Bills  he  afferted  did  trench  on  the  form  and 
tnanner  of  aflembling,  debating,  and  petitioning,  and  went  to 
reArain  opinion,  had  not  yet  been  denied  by  thofe  who  fup- 
ported  the  meafures:  he  therefore  infifted  that  the  petition  did 
abfolutely  convey  a  cenfure  on  the  Bills,  whatever  the  inten- 
tions or  opinions  of  thofe  who  figned  it  might  have  been. 

A  converfation  took  place  upon  the  proceedings  of  a 
former  Surry  meeting  and  petition,  which  Sir  John  Frederick 
faid  did  not  confift  of  the  eleSors  and  fientiments  of  the  county. 
The  cofitrary  was  maintained  by  Mr.  Fox^  who  (aid  that  the 
laft  meeting  had  been  called  by  an  advertlfement,  which  be- 
trayed the  <^ign  of  thofe  who  called,  i^  and  proved  that  they  * 
meant  only  to  convene  thofe  who  were  known  to  b^  decidedljit 
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in  favour  of  the  Bills.  It  was  addreflcd  to  the  holders  of 
landed  and  funded  property,  a  tircumftance  that  at  once 
ibewed  its  meaning  and  its  objed.  He  faid  that  open  and 
poblick  meetings  have  this  fupreme  advantage,  that  the  princi- 
ples of  meafuref^  are  open  to  every  (on  of  difcuffion,  and  in* 
formation  is  to  be  had  by  all  parties.  Where  petitions  are 
carried  from  houfe  to  boufe,  fuch  is  not  the  cafe ;  and  fuch 
was  the  charader  of  the  petition  then  prefentcd. 

'Mr.' O^y^/j^  prefented  a  petition  from  Caftle- Baynard 
Ward,  in  the  city  of  London,  againft  the  Bill.  He  alC'  pre- 
fented  a  petition  from  Bach,  againft  the  Bills.  He  faid,  a 
petition  had  been  prefented  before  to  that  Houfe,  which  proy 
fefied  to  contain  the  fentiments  of  that  city :  nothing  was 
more  remote  from  the  truth.  A  meeting  had  been  called  to 
addrefs  the  King  9  and,  after  the  mcetine  had  broke  up,  a  few 
particular  perfons  remained,  and  contrived  thatpeucion;  to 
which  they  had,  by  an  unworthy  artifice,  obtained  a  few  ad* 
ditionai  fignacures.  That  which  he  had  the  honour  to  pre- 
fent  was  the  refult  of  a  hir^  open,  and  free  difcuinon,  and  dm 
fignatures  were  all  voluntary :  to  one  of  them  he  foynd  an- 
nexed the  following  expreifive  addition,  it  was  the  name  of 
f<  John  Difney,'^  and  annexed  to  it  the  words,  **  grolsly  ini- 
pofed  upon,  and  led  to  fign  a  former  petition  !" 

Mr.  Roff^  jun.  prefented  a  counter- petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Ponfea  and  Portfmouth,  figncd  by  1974  perfons, 
liraving  that  Convention  Bills  might  be  fpeedily  paifed. 
^  Mr.  WHHam  Smith  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Ward  of 
Alderfgate  againft  the  Bills,  figned  by  200  inhabitants, 
houieholders,  fince  the  preceding  night  without  folicitation, 
and  who  had  not  only  given  their  names,  but  their  places  of 
abode  j  and  faid,  the  meeting  at  which  it  had  been  pafled  was 
Called  by  the  citizens,  who  had  (irft  supplied  to  a  worthy: 
Alderman,  (Aid.  Andeifon)  to  convene  it,  but  the  Aldermao 
thought  proper  to  refiife  to  call  a  meeting.  He  faid  he  com^ 
mended  the  candour  of  the  worthy  Aldermani  whom  he.  (a^, 
in  his  place,  in  voting  for  the  Bills  a  few  evenings  fmce  ac- 
cording to  his  ofHnion,  though  it  went  in  oppofition  to  the 
inftru^ions  of  his  constituents.  He  was  forry,  however,  that 
he  had  refufed  to  call  the  meeting,  when  be  had  been  applied 
to;  becaufe  fuch  coiidud,  however  juftifiable  the  perfon^L 
might  foe  to  themielves,  went  to  defeat  their  own  wi(hes ;  in 
ia6t,diat  condud  on  the  part  of  the  Alderman,*  and  the  re- 
fttfal  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  York,  and  others^  to 
iall  meetings,  furhifhed  the  moft  powerful  argument  againft 
the  p/efent  Bills. 
-  '-  Mr. 
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Mr.  JLierman  Anderfin  juftified  himfelf,  hf  laying,  that  b0 
bad  lived  long  in  the  Ward,  tod  bad  an  ppportuntty  of  kaow-t 
jng  inoft  of  .che  inhabitants;  out  of  the  31  who  figrted  tiM 
requifitioi),  he  neverthelefs  did  not  know  more  than  four  or 
five.  The  purport  of  the  Bills  having  alfo  been  amply  dif-* 
cuffed  before  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Ward  in  Com«t 
mon  Council,,  he  thought.it  unneceflaty . to  confuk  the  in<9 
habitants,  and  told  the  pprfons  fb  Who  waited  oa  him  for  that 
purpofe,  and  they  refuted,  that  they  were  more  anxioas  to  do 
K,  becaufe  Mr.  Pitt  bad  been  minifter  for  a  grea^  man/ 
ye^rs,  and  they  thought  it  was  now  high  time  for  Mr.  Fox  to 
be  minifter  in  his  turn.     [Aloud laugh.'} 

Mr.  SJkrfJan  faid  the  fubjecl  was  fufficiently  ieripiis,  znd 
therefore  he  oould  not  fuiier.fuch  levity  to  glofs  over  the  con- 
du£l  of  the  honourable  Alderman,  who,  however  long  his 
ireiidence  might  have,  been  in  the  Ward,  or  however  juniverfai 
his  acquaintance  with  the  inhabitants  of  tt^  was  compelled  by 
his  duty,  on  receiving  «  requtfiticm  of  that  natiice,  to  coqu'uro 
who  the  perfons  were  that  figned  it,  and  not  tp  refufe  their 
vequcft  jnerely  becaufe  he  had  no  perfonal  acquaintance  with 
*  them.     Anoihef  reaion  h^^d  been  ftated  by  the  honour;d>lQ 
Alderman  for  refuflng  it  ^  viz.  that  the  cc^efcocativcs  of  th<9 
Ward  in  Common  Council  had  already  difcuflcd  the  tendencjr 
(!^f  the  Bills,  and  delivered  their  opinions  on  fJiem :  what  kind 
ipf  reafoning  was  this,  and  bow  would  it  apply  to  that  Houfe  i  ^ 
What,  becaufe  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  there  may 
lave  happened  to  pafs  a  law,  we  fuppofe,  forargumeot's  fake, 
^mdly  oppofite  to  the  interefts^  happiuefs,  and  profperity  of 
the  kingdom,  the  people  are  no  longer  to  luve  an  opinira 
about  it,  and  any  difcdffion  they  wi(h  to  hold  on  the  .{uh}s£i 
M  tohe  deemed  iuperfUious  and  impertinent.    Gen^kmei^ 
who  held  fuch  dodrines^  he  fuppofed  meant  not  to  ilaiv} 
candidates  again  for  tbefufFrages  of  their  prcfent  co^ftituent^« 
He  -fobfcribed  to  the  declaratipu  of  bis  honourable  friend^ ' 
(Mr.  Smith,)  that  fuch  proceedings  were  the  ftrongeft  argu-^ 
ments-tfaat  could  be  ufed  agaiufl  the  Bills^  and  quoted  tb({ 
inliance,   not  orJy  of  tiie  High   Sheriff  of  York,  hut  of 
Korthumberland  alio.    Mr*  Sheridan  afked  whether,  after  thn 
Bills  had'pafled,  the  Sberii/fFs  of  thofe  counties  or  the  hoopur-^ 
able- Alderman  would  think  it  their  duty  to  attend  that  publjcje' 
meeting  which  they  had  oefuied  to  c^l^    of  if  they^  did^ 
whether  it  w^s  not  probable  ic  would  fooo  put  an  eod  to  it. 
He  faid,  he  had  quoted  tbefe  as  inftances  of  the  abufes  which 
were  likely  to  enfue  on  thepa&i^  of  the  Bills ;  and  obferved, 
that  it  was  remarkable,  when  one  worthy  magiftrate  (AM, 
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Le  Mefurier)  ftated  a  Common  Hall  to  be  an  improper 
medium  of  aicertaining  the  kiik  of  the  people,  and  that  ther«. 
could  be  no  appeal  but  to  the  decifton  of  the  feveral  Wards^ 
tbat  (he  requiCcion  for  making  that  af^al  ihould  not  have 
been  allowed. .  As  the  publick  meeting  at  Weftminfter  had 
door,  fo  did  die  Common  Hall  of  London,  exprefs  the 
general  fenfe  of  the  people ;  and  it  was  not  only  confirmed 
by  that  petition,  figaed  by  aoo  inhabitants  of  one  Ward,  and 
the  petition  be  had  prefented,  figned  by  1700  of  the  in« 
habitants  of  the  Ward  of  Farringdon  Without,  but  ho 
trufted  it  would  be  confirmed  by  every  other  Ward  in  the 
ratio  of  five  to  one. 

Mr.  Andtrfm  explained,  that  he  dfd  not  fay  the  meeting 
would  be  fuperfluous  and  impertinent,  but  unnecefiUry. 

Mr.  WilBnforci  after  a  fummary  defence  of  the  wordiy 
roagiftrate  attacked  by  that  genfleman  who  fpoke  lafl:  but  one» 
faidhe  lamented  the coiidua  of  the  High  Sheriff  of  York^ 
becaufe  it  prevented  a  full,  fair,  and  irt^  difcuffion;  and 
becaofe  it  prevented  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  as  he 
conceived  wouU  have  been  the  cafe,  from  giving  their  ap* 
probation  to  the  Bills.  If  the  Bills,  however,  had  pafied,  the 
meeting  might  have  been  held,  becaufe  it  entrufted  diiiee 
magiftrates,  in  cafe  the  Sheriff  (hould  refufe,  with  that  powers 
and  among  the  53  names  of  the  perfons  who  had  figned  the 
•  requifition,  inftead  of  three,  there  were  he  imagined  at  leaUl 
thirty  magiftrates.  In  proof  of  the  mifreprefeuration  which 
had  been  circulated  through  the  kingdom,  Mr.  Wilberforce 
ilared,  that  one  of  the  York  papers,  not  only  had  given  an 
account  of  the  Weftminfter  meeting  which  had  paffed,  but  of 
the  Surry  and  Bedford  meetings,  which  had  not  pafted,  and  of 
the  likelihood  of  a  petition  againft  the  Bills  from  the 
merchants,  bankers,  and  traders  of  London,  which  he  at- 
tributed to  the  advertifement  for  the  meeting  in  which  the 
Houfe  had  heard  that  no  banker  was  concerned. 

Mr.  Fox  declajred  he  was  not«a  little  aftontflied  at  the  bald- 
fiefs  of  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide,  who,  becaufe  his 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  £r<kine)  had  fatd,  that  he>  did  not 
know  whether  any  banker  had  figned  that  petition,  roundly 
afleited  that  no  banker  had  figned  it,  and  thus  ponvertni  a 
fuppoihion  to  a  fiad,  although  his  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Wm.  Smith)  had  given  them  reafon  to  ad  othepwife.  The 
advtrtifemeiit  merely  gave  notice  that  a  ^meeting  of  the 
mercbanis,  banicers,  aM  tr;Kiers,  was  to  be  held,  who  wei« 
Aereby  invited  to  it;  and  if  the  bankers  did  not chooif  r> 
ttlfiend)  they  were  at  perfedl  liberty  to  abfex^t  themfelvcs.    So 
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caff  was  it  to  aJIume  a  fa£l,  without  enquiry,  that  he  owned 
fat  wondered  any  perfon  in  that  Hdufe  Ihould  adopt  (Irch 
condud. 

After  a  dcfultory  converfation  between  Mr.  WHberforee^ 
Mr.  RaIU^  Mr,  Shefidany  Mr.  Thornton^  Mr.  JV.  Smithy 
Alderman  Newnbamy  Mr.  R.  Thorntmty  Mr.  J.  H.  Browne^ 
and  Mr.  M.  Robinfotiy 

Sir  Wm.  Miner  read  the  letter  of  the  High  Sheriff  of 
York,  in  anfwer  to  'the  requifition,  and  commented  on  the 
impropriety  of  his  condufl  in  quitting  the  county  during  his  ' 
fhrievalty,  without  leaving  information  where  de  might  be 
found ;  the  poftfdript.  Sir  William  obferved,  ftated  that  fuch 
was  his  intention,  and  he  had  not  fixed  oh  the  place  where  he 
ihould  abide. 

Mr.  Sheridan  preftnted  a  petition  from  1200  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Cler  ken  well,  which  was,  he  faid,  figned  in  twelve* 
hours,  againft  the  Bills ;  and  if  there  had  been  more  timet 
the  fignatures  would  have  been  more  in  number ;  but  they 
aded  under  the  fame  frnpreiEon  with  many  other  people,  that, 
if  the  petition  was  not  immediately  prefented,  it  could  not  be 
received  at  all. 

General  Tarletm  moved,  that  copies  of  the  extraordinaries 
of  the  army  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members.   Ordered* 

BILL  TO  PREVENT  SEDITIOUS  MEETINGS. 

7he  Chancel/or  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  reading  of 
the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  upon  the  Bill  for  preventing  feditious  meet* 
ings. 

Mr.  Fox  merely  rofe  to  aik  when  it  was  probable  that  the 
Report,  and  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  would  come  on.^ 
He  faid,  he  fuppofed'when  the  Bill  had  gone  through  the 
Committee,  that  it  would  be  reported,  and  then  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  CMy  that,  as  ufual^  imme- 
diately after  the*  Bill  had  gone  through  the  Committee,  and 
the  claufes  were  amended,  and  the  blanks  filled  up,  he  fliould  * 
move  for  it  to  be  printed,  and  that  the  further  confideratioir 
would  come  forw«trd  on'Tuefday,  December  i,  and  the  third 
readings  he  fuppofed,  on  the  Thurfday  following. 

Mr.  Foxy  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Lamhton,  Mr.  J^^^/V^r^j^  junior; 
General  Tarleton,  General  Macleody  and  the  other  oppofers  of 
the  Bill  (Mr.  Sheridan  excepted)  immediately  rpfe»  and  left 
the  Houfc. 

:      Tbr 
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The  Houfe  having  refolvcd  itftlf  into  a  Committee  6n"  the 
Bill,  Mr.  Sergent  in  the  chaii,  the  Committee  proceeded  ori 
the  difcuffion  of  the  claufes  of  the  Bill,  the  conAderatibn  of 
the  date  of  its  commencement  having  been  agreed  to  be 
poftponed. 

That  part  of  the  claufe  having  been  gone  through,  whicff 
relates  to  meetings  bolden  for  the  purpofe  or  under  the  pre* 
text  of  confidering  of  alterations  in  matters  eftabliihed  iit 
church  and  ft  ate. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  did  hot  attend  for  the  purpofe  of  pro-' 
pofmg  any  amendment  in  the  prefent  BiH,'  being  perfuadeif 
fliat  no  alteration,  except  that  of  ncfgativing  every  claufe  in  it^ 
would  be  of  fervice,  or  render  it  palatable,  to  die  great  ma-- 
jority  of  the  public  at  large.*    He  attended  chiefly  to  watctf 
ibine  things  A^ich  v^re  going  forward,  and  to  hear  wha^ 
amendmciTts  would  be  propofed.     The  fiilj  wais  (aid  to  be  ^ 
Bill  to  prevent  feditious  meetings  and  tumultuous  ailbmbtiifsJ 
and  be  was  convinced  more  than  ever,  that  the  Bill  woul  J  noc 
anfvtrer  that  purpofe.     It  would  ngt  prevent  the  difcuifibn  or 
Che  queftion  of  peace  or  war  i  the  conduct  or  capacity  of  tbtf 
minifters  to  carry  on  the  war ;  or  give  to  the  minifters  the  lb- 
curity  which  they  wanted  by  this  Bill,  and  which  indeed  was: 
die  foundation  for  it  (although  for  the  purpofe  of  deluding  the 
public,  they  had  thdught  fit  to  give  it  another  title) ;  it  was 
to  give  a  fecurity  to  niinifters  againft  any  public  deliberation 
of  the- people  on  the  mifcondudidf  miniuefs^      Under  tJk<i' 
Bill  four  hundred  thoaiand,  or  any  other  ntrttibcr  of  perfons,, 
might  aflemble  at  Copenhagen-houfe,  .or  in  any  open  field,  and* 
tfaere  they  migM  canvafs  the  queftion  of  war  or  peace  i  aiid^ 
the  whole  condu^St  of  the  King's  minifters  in  all  refpeCts  what^ 
ever  j  they  might  hold  what  language  they  pleafed,   \Vheth6^* 
trmporaCe,  or  intemperate ;   to  recommend  peace,  or  even  la* 
wtthold  fupplies}  and  under  the  authority  of  the  Bill,  no  ju(%^ 
tice  of  the  peace  would  have  power  to  .interfere  with  their' 
proceedings,  or  even  to  approach  thenvwith  any  authority  to' 
dffperfe,  prevent,  or  even   to  interrupt   their  proceeding:;*' 
Ge/itlcmen  might  wonder  that  he  (hould  (bte  this   to  be* 
tiic^  cafe,  when  the  very  objefl  of  the  Bill  was  to  prevent  fuch 
tumultuous  aflemblies.     He  would  tell  them,  by  this  Bill  an; ; 
4Munber  of  perfons  might  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  examining^; 
and  confidering  any  depending  law }  this  they  could  not  avoid 
putting  into  the  Bi}!,  according  td  the  principle  on  which  its  * 
authors  pretended  to  proceed.    Every  Supply  Bill  that  Was 
offered  to  thic  Houle,  and  there  could  hardly  be  a  week ' 
iiuring  the  fitting  of  parliament  without  one,  ^as  a  depending 
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laWf  and  therefic^e,  according  to  the  provifions  of  this  AStf 
ijtie  people,  to  any  number,  and  without  anjf  reftraint,  might 
meet  and  difcufs  it,  and  under  the  difcuiSon  of  a  Bill  for  grant- 
ing a  fupply  to  his  Majeftv,  they  might,  and  thev  ought,  to 
difcufs  the  whole  condua  of  the  King's  minifters;  they 
might,  and  therefore  ought,  to  confider  whether  they  ought 
not  to  be  removed  out  of  his  Majeftv's  lervice.  It  was  a 
BilU  therefore,  rather  to  encourage  ana  provoke^  than  to  fup- 
prefe  tumultuous  aflemblies.  He  did  not  mention  this  to  ex- 
cite minifters  to  infert  a  daufe  to  prevent  perfons  meeting  to 
Jifcufs  a  depending  law ;  on  the  contrary,  if  fuch  a.  daufe 
was  offered,  he  (houlcl  oppofe  it,  as  he  had  oppofed  the  whoit 
principle  of  the  Bill ;  he  mentioned  it  to  fhew  the  abfiird  in<* 
efficacy  of  the  whole  of  the  meafure,  and  alfo  by  way  of  no-  . 
6ce  of  what  ground  he  (hould  hereafter  take  when  this  Bill 
came  out  (tf  the  Committee,  in  order  ^hat  there  (bould  be  no 
cplour  for  faying  hereafter,  that  he  took  an  unmanly  part  in 
Ae  way  In  which  he  (hould  oppofe  the  Bill  in  its  future 
ftage?. 

,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  gentlemen  moft  ufually 
attended  Committees  on  Bill;  in  that  Houfe  with  a  view  of 
amending  them  ;  but  the  honourable  gentlenian  had  declared 
lie  attended  for  a  different  purpofe  j  he  (hould,  therefore,  con*-- 
fiderwhat  the,  honourable  gentleman  faid  rather  in  the  nature 
,of  a  notice,  by  way  of  anticipating  his  future  objections,  than 
^hy  thing  in  the  nature  of  debating  upon  them  then.  H6 
&.ouId,  neverthelefs,  make  a  few  obiervations  on  ibme  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  aifertions.  Thi  other  gentleman  had 
faid,  that  any  number  of  perfons  might  meet,  as  he  defcribed, 
for  the  purpofe  of  difcu]ffing  any  Supply  Bill,  and  then  argue 
Qn  the  whole  policy  of 'the  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  country.  He  hoped  d^  the  proviiions  of  the  Bill  would 
not  be  found  liable  to  the  abuie  which  the  honourable  gen-/ 
tlieman  had  anticipated;  he  hoped  alfo,  that  he  never  would 
lend  the  aid  of  his  abilities  to  fuch  an  evafion  of  the  principle 
of  the  meafure,  and  thereby  promote  tumult  and  fedition. 
I^e  had  not  the.  leaft  fear  of  the  danger  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded.  If 'any  i^umber  of  perfons  met  under  a 
noipinal  pretext,  and  then  difcuflcd  other  topics  that  were 
foreign  to  it,  he  conceived  that  they  would  fall  under  the  pro- 
viftons  of  the  Bill.  At  Hi  events,  they  would,  in  the  cafe  allud-. 
ed  to,,  only  alTemble  during,  the  meeting,  of  parliament;  and 
if  it  (hould  be  found  that  the  inexhauftible  ingenuity  of  fedi- 
tfous  aflemblies  required  to  be  met  again,  by  further  legiila- 
iCyc  prevlfioris)  lie  hoped  diat  parliament  would  do  its  duty  j^ 
*.\  '     '  .  .he 
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he  had  rather,  however,  leave  that  cafe  to  its  own  courfe, 
than  to  anticipate  any  provifion  that  might  be  found  necef* 
iary  for  its  prefervation* 

Mr.  Sbiridan  faid,  he  was  glad  the  right  honourable  gen* 
deman  had  uken  what  he  faid  as  a  notice  of  what  he  fiiould 
do  hereafter  upon  the  Bill :  he  need  not  wonder  to  find  him* 
fidf  a  little  fneered  at  by  that  right  honourable  gentleman, 
about  lending  the  aid  of  his  abilities  to  any  m)»fure$,  as  he 
had  been  more  than  once  reproached  for  having  given  him- 
felf  fo  much  trouble  to  mend  fo  many  of  the  right  nonourabte 
gentleman's  bad  BiUii.  He  feemed  to  forget  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  before  parliament,  ^uppofe  Mr.  Thelwall,  or' any 
other  perlbn,  waj  to  call  a  meeting  at  Copenhagen-houfe* 
when  a  Bill^  of  fupply  was  to  be  voted  in  parliament,  and 
that,  inflead  of  three,  there  fliould  be  ten  tribunes  ereded  for 
the  purpofe  of  haranguing  the  populace,  could  any  thing  be 
more  regular,  in  the  difcuffion  of  a  Supply  Bill,  than  to  enter 
into  the  circumftances  of  the  war,  the  diftrelTed  fituation  of 
the  country,  and  the  mifconduA  of  minifters  in  the  courfe  of 
it  i  Gendemen  well  knew  it  was  the  conftant  courfe  of  de- 
bating in  parliament.  There  was  no  ingenuity  required 
upon  the  fubjed ;  the  company,  fo  aflembled,  would  foon  find 
out  the  incapacity  and  the  tyrannical  dirpofition  of  minifters, 
and,  without  any  ingenuity,  they  would  foon  find  out,  and 
exprefs,  that  the  calamities  of  this  country  were  brought  on 
by  the  profligacy  of  minifters.  He  again  declared  that  ad- 
vantage would  be  taken  of  the  Bill,  and  the  very  thing  which 
minifters  afte£tcd  to  prevent.  Th^  people  would  avail  them- 
felves  of  it  becaufe  they  were  provoked  to  it  by  the  tyran^^ 
nical  and  abfurd  reftriAions  tmpofed  upon  them  by  the  Bill. 
He  fliould  ftate  this  more  at  large  hereafter.  Whether  mi- 
nifters would  or  would  not  hereafter  bring  in  another  Bill 
upon  the  fubjeA,  he  knew  not,  but  he  was  fure  the  prefent 
Bill  was  inadequate  to  the  objed  for  which  it  was  profefl^ 
ed  to  be  brought  forward. 

Sir  W.  toung  charged  Mr.  Sheridan  with  inconfiftancy,  in 
fb  uniformly  oppoftng  the  Bills  in  Uio^  and  yet  fuggefting 
alterations  and  amendments. 

Mr.  Sheridan  in  anfwer  to  the  charge  adduced  asainft  htid 
of  not  attending,  the  Committees  on  Bills  but  for  the  fake  6C 
embarraffiog,  Ibited  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  often  advanuged  him- 
ielf  of  thofe  embarraffments. 

Serjeant  Jdair  (aid,  he  was  perfuaded  it  was  not  in  the 
contemplation  of  adminiftration  to  prevent  fuch  difcoftton^  as 
tiuife  to  which  the  learned  gentleman  had  alluded  i   and  God 

G  a  forbid 
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forbid  that  it  fliould  ever  be  lA'  the  conftemplatiQii  6f  aa^ 
adminiftration  to  prevent  thp  free  difcuffion  of  the  mezhxtt 
oC  thinifters,  provided  the  difcuflion  wa$  peaceable  and  orderly. 
The  condu£):  of  the  learned  gendeman  appeared  to  him  to 
be  very  ilrange,  and  little  entitled  .ta.  the  thanks  of  the  Coai«» 
mittee.  He  firft  of  all  faid^  that  he  did  not  like  the  Bill^ 
becaufi:  it  did  not  contain  fuch  reflridions  as  bellad  ftated  to 
be  neceflary  ^  and  ¥et  if  it  had  contained  thent)  he  declared  he 
would  have  op^fed  them  when  the  Bill  came  mt  of  a  Caob* 
piittee. 

Mr.  ShirUan  begged  to  fet  the  learned  Serjeaht  right.  He 
Jbottld  firftji  however,  take  notice  ok  the  appeUatiosof  the 
homed  gemlemai),  which  had  boeivbedowcd  uponhioi  through 
^^  whole  of  the  learned  Serjeant's  fpeecbv  The  learned 
gentlenuui  had  called  him  learned  at  the  time  ttet  he  was  ac-* 
cufing  him  of  abfurdity ;  whether  he  called  him  ieamed  gen«» 
demon  becaufe  he  had  been  abiurd^  he  could  not  teli. 

When  he  made  the  obfervation .  relative  to  the  wsmt  of 
further  reftri&ions  on  fuch  meetings  as  be -had  alluded  tos  he 
made  it  froin  a  motive  of  candpyr ;  if  he  had  made  it  upon  the 
^  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  it  vni^t  have  been  urged^  that 
he  was  v^ry  uncandid  in  not  having  mentioned  it  in  the 
Committee.  The  learned  Serjeant  had  (aid,  God  fcrbid 
that  the  free  diicuiHon  of  the  meafures  of  minifters  ihould 
be  preventrd,  if  fuch  difcuffion  were  carried  on  regularly^ 
and  according  to  the  provifions  of  the  Bill.  What  he  had 
coatcnded  was,  that  to  meetings  for  the  purpofe  of  conftdei^ 
ing  Bills  pending  in  parliament,  the  provifions  of  the  Bill  did 
not  apply. 

The  lecond  claule  limits  the  number  .to  50.  On  the  ddrd 
ckufe,  which  enads,  that  if  50  perfons  or  more  dbect^  and 
after  an  ordef  of  proclamation  to  diiperfe^  twdve  IkaH  rcnmin 
one  hour,  it  was  pcppofed.  to  make  it  death  widiout  benefit 
fif  clergy^  an  amendment  was  j7H>ved,  that  itidi  continuance 
^ould  only  be  puniflied  as  a  mifdcmeanour. 

:Mr.  WUberfirct  V9^  for  the  more  lenient,  as*  be  faid,  he 
fought  the  punilhment  difproportioned  to  the  offence;,  from' 
the  immediate  necelBty  of  the  ^afe  in  a  rrot^ .  the  power  of 
difffrfmg  by  force  was  juft.fiable ;  by  law»  a  man  might  kill 
another  who  attacked  him ;  but  having  fecured  him,  ha 
yrould  be  guilty  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  if  he 
afterwards  killed  him  in  cold  blood*  He  conjured  the  Houfis 
not  to  adopt  a  claufe  which,  if  carri^  into  execuiioA)  he  was 
jppr^^^d  aU  would  Kpent* 


Mr.  ^tejiAr^  declared  hU  Q{m[uo%  tkat  it  ibould  be  oidya 
mifidfiManour. 

.Mr.  £anis  sfjned  with  Mr.  Stanley  In  thinking  tticfunilkb 
mcjit  of  felony  was  too  fevere  for  the  offence. 

Sir  PiUr  B^hrrel  contendedf.  that  if  the  crime  wjs  made  > 
]er$  than  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  it  would  beincoo- 
fiftenc  with  the  empowering  the  magiftrales  to  difperfe  b^ 
force;  for  if,  in  doing  foi  men  were  lulled^  it  would  only  be 
a  fummary  way  of  infliAing  the  punifliment  of  death,  to 
which  the  lanr  would  otherwife  condemn  them  \  if,  oh  the 
contrary,  k  wa»  declavcd  only  to  be  a  miideffiesRiiMir,  the 
kiUing  in  the  aA  of  di^ierfing  by  twee,  would  be  exceeding 
the  punifhoKottlielaw  would  4mli^  t^a-fumqutfy  mode  trf 
proceeding. 

Sir.  W.  Dilben  eameftly  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  adopt 
tile  moft  mild  and.  limited  mode  of  puniihniint  the  emerg- 
ency would  permit. 

Tl)i  Solicitor  General  enlarged  upon  the  magnitude  of  the 
€>§ence^  and  contended  for  iSe  propriety  of  a  fevere  puniib« 
jDent. 

The  jCommittee  divided, 

Jyes  -         •    -•         So 

Nm  -  -         13 

Majority       -       67 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  tiik 

Other  claufiea.;  and  when  the  rooi|  material  claufe  in  the  wiiob 

BiU,  namely,  that  which  was  to  empower  the  magiftrates  *t» 

declare  the  affemblv  unlawful,  upon  any  matter  being  pve^ 

Sanded  that  fhoutd  a|^ar  to  'be  unla^vful,  or  tending  to 
ition,  &c.  and  to  diflblve  the  meeting,  &c  the  wteola 
claufe  was  ftruck  out*  > 

The  Bill  is  made  to  commence  in  the  n^sfropolis,  aoA 
ivithin  20  miles  of  it,  the  day  after  it  ihall  have  received  the 
Rcrral  afient,  and  within  ieven  days  all  over  the  kingdoms      > 
fbe  Solicitor  General  pxepofed,.  that  the  8ill  ibould  oondona 
in  force  (or  three  years.  .  ^  .     • 

.  Mr.  ^ianliy  propofedone  year,  ^  which  being  objeQed  to,^hef 
cfiered  to  agree  to  two  years^  which  was  remedy  on  whicli  thcr 
r  Commitiee  divided. 

Ayes  (for  the  temi  of  three  years)   46  , 

i^9/;  (for  die  term  of  thcce  years)    2  i 

^j^ri^.  .    •y  :  :  4*i   *  •  -  -    * 

The 
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The  Bill  then  paffed  the  Committee,  and  the  report  was 
received  immediately,  ordered  to  be  taken  into  conttderation 
OR  THdday,  December  i,  and  Aai  the  BiU  be  printed.— 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  Novemhir  30. 


QORDON  AGAINST  HUME  AND  OTHERS. 

Their  Lordfbips, /after  hearing  counfel, on  the  above  crfc, 
ordered  it  to  ftand  over  for  three  weeks,  to  afford  the  ifuik% 
an  €)pportunit7  to  accommodate  matcersA-^-Adjounied* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  Novemher  30. 
'Mr.  Jlderm  Anderfon  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to' enlarge  thecharter  of  the  London  Aflurance  Office.  Leave 
was  granted. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  David  Stoit  prefented  a  ^petition  in  favour  of  the 
Convention  and~Tre<ifon  Bills  from  the  Eaft»India  Company. 

Mr.  Jckyl  wifhed  chat  the'  c^tnion  might  not  go  abroad, 
Aat  it  was  the  petition  of  the  Company,  as  had  been  f(ated, 
it  did  not  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  Company,  but  was  on!y  a 
petition  of  the  Diredors,  who  were  a  diftinft  part  of  the 
rroprietors. 

Mr.  David' Scott  replied,  that  the  Court  of  Dircdlors 
managed  the  aiFairs  of  the  Company,  they  were  entitled  to 
come  forward  with  their  petition  which  he' believed  fpoke  the 
Ibnfe  of  the  Proprietors  in  general. 

Mr.  Gny  prefented  a  petition  from  the  nobib'ty,  |Cntry, 
clergy  and  freeholders,  of  the  county  of  N,orthumberland, 
againft  the  Bills.  Mr.  Grey  ftated  the  way  in  which  it  waa 
obtained.  The  High  Sheriff^  of  Northumberland^  be  faid,* 
lad  refufed  to  comply  with  a  rcquifition  from  feveral  ref- 
pefiablc  eentlemen  in  the  county,  to  call  a  meeting  for  ihq 
purpofe  of  confidcring  the  Bills.  In  one  of  the  daSy  prints, 
however,  he  had  feen  an  account  of  a  meeting,  which  had 
been  held  at  Morpeth,  for  the  purpofe  of  voting  ah  addre&  to 
his  Majefly,  which  he  would  have  no  objeflion  to  have  figned. 
Ipuiiediatel)r«n  the  addrcft  being  voteii,  the  Sheriff  who  w«a 

jrefcj« 
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prdibnt  wididreW)  and  Sir  J.  Sfrinbame  took  the  cfaur,  iwhen 
the  petition  was  voted  almoft  unanimoufly^ 

Colonel  Stanley  prefented  a  petition  from  the  snercfaants, 
traders,  &c.  of  the  town  of  Liverpool,  in  favour  of  the  Bills. 

Mr.  BUekbwme  prefented  a  petition  to  the  fame  ^eSt^ 
from  the  Mayor^  Aldermeny  and  Comikion  Council  of  Liver- 
pool. 

General  TarUton  prefented  a  petition  from  a  number  of 
bankers^  merchant,  and  tradefmen  of  Liverpool  agatnft  the 
BtUs. 

The  General  &id,  that  the  Mayor  had  refiifed  to  call  a 
puUick  meeting,  and  that  the  petition,  although  it  lay  for 
bgnatures  but  a  very  ihort  period,  was  figned  by  many  very 
refpe6lable  charaders. 

Mr.  Howard  prefented  a  petition  from  the  town  and  naigh«% 
bourhood  of  Lymington  agaiafl:  the  Bills. 

Lard  Beljrave  prefented  a  petition  alfo  in  favour  of  the 
Bills  from  Chefter,  figned  by  2,300  inhabitants,  after  beioe 
isnanimoufly  carried  at  a  publick  meeting  regularly  notified! 
By  recent  information,  from  that  town,  his  Lordihip  faid,  he 
was  authorifed  to  ftate,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  previous 
petition  was  obtained,  was  unfair  zvA  fcandalous  in  the  higheft 
degree.  , 

Mr.  Egerim  prefented  a  petition  from  Ac  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
■  and  Corporation  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  in  favour  of  the 
Bills. 

Mr.  Milbante  prefented  a  petition  from  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Durham  againft  the  Bills. 

Lord  Hood  prefented  a  petition  from  the  High  BailifF, 
Stewdrds,  and  perfons  holding  official  fituations  in  Weft- 
xninfter,  in  favour  of  the  Bills. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  it  had  been  faid,  that  the  petition 
voted  by  the  meeting  in  Palace  Yard  did  not  exprefs  the  fenfe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Weftminfter,  and  an  appeal  had  been 
made  from  it  to  the  different  Parilhes  to  juflify  the  aflcrtion., 
The  fenfe  6f  the  parilhes  coinciding  however  with  that  of  the 

Seneral  meeting,  the  official  rentlemen  in  Weftminfter  were 
rought  forward.  He  would  only  further  fay,  that  if  be  had 
been  alked,  whether  the  petition  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
pfefent,'fpokethe  fenfe  of  the  Bifliop  of  Rochefter,  and  (bme 
other  individuals,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  confefied  that 
he  was.  not  fangulne  enough  to  expe^  the  honor  of.  the 
Hgnature  of  that  learned  prelate,  or  his  friends. 

Mr.  Jenms  prefented  a  petition  froqi  the' inhabitants  of 
Jiancs,  in  the  county  of  Hamp(hirc,  agaiall  the  Bills. . 
,  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Provoft, 

Magi  ft  rates 
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l(l«{i0ratesand  Council  of  CSfaTgow,  in  favour  of  the  BIUs* 
And  another  to  the  fame  eficd^  from  die  merchantSy  traders 9 

&C»  of'  G)tfg9W« 

Mr*  Fok^  in  the  ab&nce  of  Sir  W.  Milner,  prefented  ■ 
petition  from  (he  Common  Hail  of  the  city  of  York  againft 
the  Bills, .  The  meeting  at, which  the  petition  was  agreed  jto,  ^ 
Mr.  Fox  faidy  was  the  moft  numerous  and  refpe^ble  tha^ " 
kad  ever  been  held  in  the  memory  of  amr  man  that  attended 
it)  and  was  agreed  to  with  only  tkr»e  or  four  diflentii^  voices. 

Mr.  Fox  alfo  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Plymouth,  Plymouth  Dock^  and  Stonehoufe,  agatnft'the  Bills. 

Mr.  Rdife^  junior^  read  a  letter  from  the  chairman,  to  (hew: 
that  the  meeting  did  not  expreft  the  feofb  of  the  pec^  of 
Plymouth. 

.  Mr.  William  Smhb  prefented  a  petitbn  from  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Wre^hamy  in  the  county  oYDenbigibf 
a^iinftthoBilb. 

All  wbich  petitions  were  read  and  kid  upon  the  tab!e« 

IRISH  BRrCADE. 

Ginerat  H^Leod  faid,  before  the  Army  Eftimatcs  were 
taken  into  confideration,  he  wifHed  to  malce  fome  mgtions'on 
a  relative  part  of  the  fubjed.  As  the  bufincfs  flood  for  the 
next  day, .  he  would  accordingly  move,  **  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe  the  return'  of  the  Irifh  Brigade  enliftcd  to 
ferve  againft  Francc,-up  to  the  iftof  Auguft,  1795,  with  an 
account  of  their  pay  and  allowance ;''  but  from  the  important 
debate  that  was  fikely  to  enfue,  he  fliould  not  periiil  in  it  if  it 
were  oppofed,  but  bring  it  on  fome  other  tine. 
•  The  Secretary  at  JVar^  (Mr.  Windham)  objeflcd  to  iho 
wording  of  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  at  prefe|it  it 
would  be  impotfiblp  for  government  (o  comply  with  it.  The 
Iriih  Brigade  weie  to  be  recruited  and  kept  in  Ireland,  and  by 
a  new  regulation  were  to.be  paid  on  the  EngliOt  eftablifh- 
inent.  Certain  monies  had,  indeed,  been  ifllied  on  that  ac- 
Coi^nt;  but  the  retarnis  had  not  yet  been  made  to  the*  War 
Office  of  its  application. 

CVif^rtf/ itf^ZW  withdrew  his  motion. 

BUDGET. 
The  Choncelhr  tf  tbi  Exchequer  faid  that  he  had  given 
noticoof  his  intentions  to  open  the  Budget. on  Wednefdav, 
but  from  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  that  had  Hnce  occurred,, 
he  was  induced  to  poftpone  it  to  Monday  the  7th. 
.  .  Mr.  Gfgy  faid,  that  he  (hould  on  account  ot  what  the  right 
honorably  l^entlemsui  had  faid,  defer  bis  moiion  for  a  pacifica^ 

tioa 
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tion  with  France,  wUchftood  for  the  turn  ilajr,  till  tbq 
Wedoefday  foUovniig. 

COMMITTBE  OF  INQUIRY. 

Mr.  Jfiyll  moved,  That  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  oon« 
cernihg  the  authors  of  the  libel,' entitled,  ^*  Thoughts  on 
Government,"  be  revived,  and  do  fit,  notwithflanding  any  ad- 
journment of  the  Houfe,  and  iieport  meir  opinion  from  time  tv 
tiihc.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Sbiridan  informed  the  Houfe  diat  d)e  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  who  was  the  author  of  ihe  pamohlet  ini- 
titled  '^  Thoughts  on  the  Englifli  Govemmeot,  would 
prefent  a  report  the  next  da^. 

RELIEF  OF  THE  POOR  IN  THEIR  OWN  HOUSES. 

Sir  If^lliam  Thtmg  moved  for  leave  to  briAg  in  a  Bill  to  ex« 
plain  and  amend  fo  much  of  an  Ad,  of  the '9th  of  George  I. 
as  prevents  relief  being  extended  to  ^em  in  their  own  houfis; 
Leave  was  given. 

TREASON  BILL. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  Houfe  Co  refolve  Itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole 'Houfe^  to  confider  of  a  Bill  for  the 
better  Security  of  his  Majefty's  Perfbo  and  Government  $  the 
queftion  being  put,  <^  That  the  Speaker  now  leave  the  Chair** 

Mr.  Erfltim  (aid,  it  might  appear  fomewhat  remarkable  to 
die  Houfe^  that  he,  who,  upon  ordinary  occaiions^  difcovered 
no  particular  adivity  in  the  bufinefs  of  that  Houfe,  ihould  of 
late  have  (hewn  fi>  much  a&eal,  and  fo  keenly  have  engaged  14 
the  difcuffion  of  political  queftions,  moft  efpecially  that  he 
fliould  have  that  day  been  the  fiirft  to  rife  to  oppofe  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  on  a  Bill  entided  <*a  Bill  for  the 
better  fecurity  of  his  Majefty's  perfon.and  government/*  He 
would  not,  he  declared,  degrade  himfelr  by  expreffing  the 
abhorrence  he  entertained  of  the  abominable  outrage  offered 
to  the  fovereign)  or  thofe  fentiments  of  loyalty,  which,  as 
an  honeft  man,  be  ought  to  feel  \  fentiments,  for  which  he 
had  a  right  to  expe&  every  perfon  Ihould  eiVe  him  credit  and 
which  could  not  be  doubted  witbootii^uftice.  ^  The  (afety  of 
the  king  was  intimately  connefied  wtih  the  happinels  of  the 
ftate }  to  iecure  that  connedioh  it  was  of  the  Im  important 
to  adapt  the  regolatioos  which  were  propofed  for  his  l€curity» 
tp  die  genius  of  the  people,  and  the  conftitution  of  the^« 
vernment.  That  hb  Majefty>  oerfon  (hould  be  prefoved 
and  fecured,  was  a  meafure,  wbica  not  merely  political  vnU 
dom,  but  gencrofity  itfelf  required.  He  vras  pilaced  upon  ^ 
Vo&.  II;  1795.  B  ^inoafilly 
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pitmTKky  expofcd  to  obfervation  and  to  ei^vy.  Every  ob* 
noxious  laW)  every  fevere  meafure,  was  executed  in  his 
name  ;  he  was  the  point  to  which  the  voice  of  complaint,  and 
the  murmurs  of  the  fujTerer,  were  naturally  direded.  In-ftro- 
tet^ing  him  from  the  dangers  to  which  fuch  a  fltuation  wag 
expofed,  it  was  to  be  confideted  how  far  the  provifions  were 
fuited .  to  the  pufpofe.  He  hfd  formerly  faid,  and  he  fttU 
maintained,  that  this  Bill  furhifbed  ho  new  Security  to  the 
king's  perfon,  although  it  took  away  from  the  fecurity  of  the 
fubjed.  He  bad  oppuied  it,  and  would  continue  to  oppofe  it 
ffith  all  his  hnight,  bccaufe  it  moft  deeply  zSc&cd  the  liberty 
and  happinefs  o^  the  fubje£l,  while,  inftead  of  contributing  t6 
the  (afety  of  the  King,  it  brought  him  into  the  greateft  peril. 
It  was  a  political  axiom,  of  the  higheft  wifdom  and  the 
moft  undeniable  truth,  that  the  fewer  die  reAraiots  that 
were  impofed  upon  a  peofde,  and  the  left  that  natural  liberty 
ivas  impaired  in  confiftency  wHh  the  fafety  and  the  energy  of 
government,  the  freer  and  happier  were  thofe  who  Jived 
under  it.  The  more  cool  and  cautious  the  conduS  of  the 
houfe,  before  they  introduced  new  or  fuperfluous  reftraints  mto 
that  fyftem  where  To  few  were  to  be  found  the  better ;  'bijfore 
they  engrafted  fevere  penalties  upon  laws  by  which  mild  chaft 
tifements  had  been  end£led,  cogent  reafons  (hould  be  ftat^d. 
and  the  neceffity  proved.  It  was  even  wrong,  upon  flight 
pretences,  to  repekl  any  of  thofe  old  and  reverend  laws, 
which  were  entwhied  with  the  habits  and  the  manners  of  a 
people,  ei^tally  thofe  fiate  laws  which  had  been  enaAed 
equally  for  the  fafety  of  the  prince,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
people.  At  any  r^e,  they  were  never  to4>e  altered  without 
the  ftrongeft  proof  that  they  were  inadequate  to  the  ends 
they'propofed,  and  to  wliich  they  had  been  applied.  It  was 
npt  enough  to  be  kble  to  [5oint  at  an  alarming  conjuncture^ 
it  was  neceflary  to  prove  the'  exiiHng  laws  unequal  to  ave'^t 
the  danger  that  was  threatened  -,  'and>  in  the  adoption  of  new 
Jaws,  it'w^s  proper  to  confider  whether  they  guarded  beticir 
againtt  the  evil  than  thofe  in  exifteiice. 

The  great  principles  on  whifch  our  forefathers  proceeded  Ih 
their  crimihallaw,  and  efpecTaHy  in  the  ftate  law,  were 
Jlri£Uy  to  obferve  thefe  rules  :  "Firft,  precifion,  from  the  ne- 
gle£b  of  whiih  to  much  Trdhfiifibn  and  oppreffibn  had  on 
Various  occafiqhs  arifen,  and  ;fr6m  which  our  own  4iifldrV 
jproved  fo  mu<^1l*  tyranny  and  injufti^e  to  have  proce^'defl, 
*rh*e  fecond  was,*  never  "to  make  tife  penalties  ,of  the  law 
shore  fevere  than  was  necelTary.'  The  tfatute  of  King  "Ed*- 
ward '  1X1/  dil^Iayied  iii  axi  ^tniaent  degree'this  mi)d  an4  bene^ 

'   ••-  -ftcefat 
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Aceht  diipoiltion.  It  was  diftinguHhed  by  that  conclfir  and 
majcftic  fimplicitj  by  which  our  old  ena^hnen^  were  cfaa^ 
ra^erized.  That  ftatute  had  two  djAii^dt  aii4  feparate  obr 
jed$;  the  fafetyof  the  King's  jierfont  ^pd  the  ftabilityof 
his  govcmment,  in  which  all  ihur  xrrimcs,  that  ever  h^d 
fij^&cd^  or  that»  in  <hp  r«ige  of  imagination,  could  be 
conceived,  were  comprehended  and  provided  for.  ?rior  to  it3 
«naAme»ts,  England  wa^  in  that  fituation  to  which,  by  ibme 
ftrange  and  fatal  folly  or  depravity,  it'fe^mnedto  be  the  in^ 
tentioii  pf  fome  to  draw  her  back.  Then  there  was  no  law 
to  define  the  limits  of  guilt,  an  I  to  contraiSl  the  bounds  ^f 
difcretion.  Every  branch  of  allegiance,  however  trifling, 
^t  that  dark  aera  involved  a  capital  olFence,  and  the  mifguidoi 
cnthufiaft  was  confounded  with  the  malignant  traitor.  iLvery 
thing  was  faid  to  be  trcafon  which  it^fcrved  the  purpofcs  of 
tyranny  to  lay  bold  of  for  the  nuniibment  of  offence,  or  Ap 
gratification  .of  paffion.  The  ftatute  of  Edward  the  Third, 
in  the  words  of  Chief  Juflice  Hale,  was  eiu£\cd  as  a  nnudiii 
lawj  to  extinguilh  former  oppreifions,  apd  to  fecure  the  ad- 
mifiiftration  of  pure  and  impartial  jwfticcp  The  words  of  jt 
^here^  whoever  fbould,  ^^compa^  or  Jipagine  tbeKing'^s 
4eath.'^  In  the  preieot  Bjll,  ^  yarjety  of  new  tenns  were 
introduced  in  addition  to  the  fimple  cxpreffipn  of  King  Edr 
ward's  ftatute,  than  which  noiM  was  better  calculated  for  tl^e 
purpofe  it  had  in  vie>v,  or  afforded  a>more  complete  fecurity 
to  fhe  King  and  his  fubj^ds.  Perfons  ignorant  of  the  legfl 
interpretation  of  the  words,  ^  compafs  amd  i'^iaginey^  mighf,. 
indeed,  afk,  if  ftronger  words  could  not  have  been  ufed  ^  but 
when  they  kjiew  their  import,  they  would  be  faiisfied  that 
the  words  were  of  ipoft  appropriate  Agnification,  and  tint  it 
was  impoffible  to  ufe  e?(preffions  more  general  and  compre- 
henfive.  }n  the  law  language  of  that  period,  it  was  felony  tf> 
covipafs  or  imagine  the  deatl|  of  a  fellQw  fubjed,  but  \t 
was  thought  too  fevere  to  make  the  crigie  equally  great  in  the 
jpUe  of  a  fubje£lya$  in  the  cafe  of  the  king,  and  it  was  laid 
lUtde  as  to  the  fubje£(*  In  proof  of  which  he  cited  l^^ofter, 
19^  as  ioUows ;     . 

^  The  ancient  writers,  in  treating  of  felonious  homicide, 
f^niideved  the  felonious  intention  maoi  efted  by  ^lain  faiis^ 
lH>t  by.barie  words  of  any  kind,  in  fhe  fame  light  in  any  point 
M  gMi.lt,  as  homicide  iifelf,  The  rule  w^  vpuntax  r£putat%r 
frofallQ.  And  while  this  rule  prevaired,  .ti|e  nature  of  the 
ipftence  was  ej^prefled  by  the  term  compajftng  the  <ieath. 

*<  This  rule  hath  been  long  laid  afide  as  too  rigorous  in  tl^e 

imTe.of  common^p^fphs*  But  in  the  cafe  of  the  King,  Queep, 

H  2  and 
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mi  Prince^  tbeftatute  of  treafens  hath,  with  great  preprte^, 
tetained  it  in  its  fiill  extent  and  rigour :  and,  in  defdribihg  tne 
;olience^  hath  likewife  retained  the  ancient  mode  pf  ^xpreffion. 
<*  When  a  man  dodi  compafs  or  imagine  the  iezth  d  our 
lord  the  King,  or  of  our  lady  his  Queen,  or  their  eldeft  fon 
and  heir,  and  thereof  ^  {pr^vaUenunt)  upon  fufficient  proof 
attainted  of  open  deed  by  men  of  his  condition/* 

To  compafs  or  imagine  the  king's  death,  (therefore,  had  the 
Tame  fignification  as  in  the  common  law  when  it  concerned  a 
private  perfon;  and  the  crime  which  the  words  import  waft 
Creafon  in  the  cafe  of  the  fovercign.  , 

'     The  fecond  part  of  the  Statute  of  Edward,  he  faid,  con* 
ftituted  it  to  be  treafon  to  levy  war  in  the  realm  againfl:  his 
Majefty,  or  adhere  to  his  enemies*     Thefe  enaftments  were 
meant  to  defend  the  King  in  his  royal  capacity.     The  firft 
obfcrvation  that  prefented  itfelf  was,  Why  was  not  the  con- 
^racy  tolevy  war  agarnft  the  King  High  Treafon?  Cer- 
tainly, becaufe  our  benevolent  anceftors  oeyer  outfiripped  the 
neceffity  which  demanded  the  regulation.     If  a  murderous 
confpiracy  exifted  againd  the  perfpn  of  his  Majefty,  there 
'was  no  occafion  for  external  preparation  to  difcover  it.     It 
lurked  \Xi  the  mind,  and  could  execute  its  purpofe  without 
that  force  by  which  it  might  be  expofed.     But  when  the  mur* 
-  derous  intention  exifted  in  the  levying  of  war,  it  was  tbei^e 
left  to  be  difcovered  by  the  a£ls,  and  the  confpiracy  itfeir  was 
not  reckoned  treafon*      (The  Attorney  Gincral  feemed  to 
dii&nt.)    Mf**£r(kine  begged  the  learned  gentleman^  would 
not  imagine  that  he  had  forgotten  the  elements  and  principles 
of  law,  and  that  he  would  hear  the  dofbine  ftatcd  clearly  be- 
fore he  exprefled  any  opinion.    He  faid,  that  the  ftatute  did 
not  put  thefe  two  tieafons  upon  the  fame  footing,  and  for  two 
'  obvious  reafons.     In  the  cafe  where  the  perfon  of  the  fove- 
reien  was  concerned,  the  bare  expreffion  of  the  intention  was 
fufficient;  becaufe  the  crime  could  be  perpetrated  without 
difficulty,  and  on  that  account  required  a  more  fpeedy  inter* 
'  ferencc  of  the  law,  to  prevent  the  intention  being  completed^ 
When  the  levying  of  war  was,  however,  againft  the  King 
in  his  regal  capacity,  the  fame  rapid  interference  of  the  law 
was  not  required,  and  the  intention  was  to  be  more  clearly 
'  evinced  by  a£b  before  the  ftatute  meant  to  fuftain  the  Con- 
'  foiring  alone  an  ad  of  treafon.    In  the  latter  cafe,  more 
'  force  was  neceflary  to  effe£hiate  the  purpofe.    The  King  was 
fecured  by  his  troops,  by  the  attachment  of  his  people,  and 
by  the  other  means  of  defence,  left  jealoufy  was  therefore 
necd&ry.    Inhere  muft  be  an  overt  aft  to  conftitute  the 

treafon 
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tfeaibn.  The  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  beftpwed  every  fecurity 
which  the  fttttadon  would  admit.  It  was  to  be  confidered 
risen  what  formed  an  overt-ad.  The  intention  to  take  away 
che  King's  life  was  a  crime  of  which  (fale  obferves,  that 
it  is  impoi&ble  to  be  feen,  or  to  be  taken  .cognixance  of. 
Where  the  intention  could  be  (hewn  to  exift,  it  was  Treafon 
under  the  firft  branch  of  the  ftatute.  No  new  aA  could  kIvq 
greater  .lecurity  on  that  head  than  the  ftatute  of  Edward  111. 
or  contribute  ihare  effedually  to  the  punifhment  of  tf)e\of« 
fender.  What  was  the  overt-a<Sl9  muft  be  confidered  by  the 
Judges.  It  muft  be  laid  in  the  indi&ment  as  the  tneans  by 
which  the  treafon  was  to  be  perpetrated.  The  Judges  only 
decided^  indeed,  what  afis  were  in  law  overt^ds  of  treafon » 
the  Jury  determined  whether,  though  the  ads  were  eftabliflied 
in  point  of  fad,  the  malignant  intention  exifted.  In  a&rt- 
ing  that  dodrine  the  whole  law  of  England  bore  him  out* 
A  man  might  commit  the  overt-ads  which  the  law  recog- 
ipizedy  and  yet  be  found  innocent,  and  it  ought  to  be  fo. 
Thefe  dodrmes  were  laid  down  in  all  the  State  trials  which 
had  occurred  during  the  beft  timfs.  Tin  the  cafe  of  Sir  John 
Frendand  others^accufed  of  conTpiring  to  lev?  war  aiiainftKing 
WilUam,  the  overt-ads  were  diftindly  ftated,  ^rend.was 
clearly  guilty,  but  Chief  Juftice  Holt  only  flaced  che  overt* 
ad  as  proof  of  thecompaffing,  and  left  the  jury  to  pronounce 
upon  the  intention.  Sir  John  interpofed  an  objection  in  law, 
that  his  confpiring,  whatever  might  have  been  the  confe- 

Suencc,  was  not  treafon  under  the  ftatute  of  King  Edward, 
lougb  the  completion  of  his  defigns  muft  have  involved  the 
death  of  the  King  as  an  immediate  eftett,  not  as  an  event 
flowing  from  heaping  conftrudion  upon  conftrudion,  and 
confequence  upon  confequence.  The  overt-ad  charged  in 
his  indidmenty  was  the  raifing  of  troops  in  France,  to  aid 
the  caufe  of  the  Pretender.  Dr.  Goldfmith  had  taken  occafjon 
to  lay,  that  Frend  mad^  an  excellent  defence,  but  that  Juftice 
Holt  was  prejudiced.  Mr.  Erflcine  denied  tfaeaitertion  ;  and 
he  did  it  upon  this  ground.  Sir  John  Frend  fatd  that  the 
troops  were  raifed  at  his  inftance^  and  that  the  purpofe  for 
which  they  were  raifed  was  to  Ic^vy  war  againft  the  King ;  but 
'refting  his  caufe  upon  the  iptention  not  having  been  carried 
intoeffed,  he  contended,  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  charges. 
To  which  Holt  replied,  ^  that  if  there  was  only  a  coqfpi- 
^*  racy  to  levy  war,  ,it  vl*as  not  treafon.  It  is  only  afubftan* 
**  tive  trtalbn,  not  a  treafon  in  theabftrad :  but  if  the  dcfign 
'<  and  confpii^y  be  either  to  kill  the  King,  or  to  dcpofe 
^  him,  or  toimpriiba  him,  or  p^  any  force  or  perfonal  re* 

**  ftraint 
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^  ftraint  upon  htm  by  force,  and  th^  way  oF  cffcding  theft 
^<  purpofes  is  by  levying  war,  then  the  conlpiracv  and  con# 
*<  fultatfon  to  levy  war  for  that  purpofe  is  high  treaion^  though 
^  no  war  be  levied ;  for  fueh  confultatton  and  confpiracy  if 
^*  an  overt-a<£^,  proving  the  compaifing  the  death  of  the 
**  King."  .He  then  go&  on,  **  There  naay  be  a  war  letidl 
^  without  any  defign  upon  the  King*s  perfon,  which,  if  adu-c 
<<  ally  levied,  is  high  treafon;  though  purposing  and  defign* 
«*  ing  fuch  a  levying  of  war  was  not  fo.'*  1  aconfpire  to 
levy  any  fpccies  of  war,  perfonally  direfied  againft  the  Kingi 
as  to  kill,  dethrone;  or  imprifon  him,  is  an  overt-ad,  and 
can  neither  be  demurred  to,  nor  aiFord  ground  for  an  arreil; 
'Of  judgment,  butmuft  go  to  a  jury  to  decide  on  the  tend«p 
ency  and  motive.  In  tha^  raft  it  was  obvious,  if  the  Pre«i 
tender  had  been  reftored,  William  HI.  wodd  l^ave  been  a  trai« 
tor:  and  therefore  the  intention  to  deftrpy.  him  was  clear^ 
and  the  confpiracy  to  levy  war  was  the  oyert-ad^  which  not 
being  rebutted,  thejuryfQundFrend  guilty.  This  being  the 
cafe,  how  was  he  furprifed  to  hear  that  the  prefent  Bill  intro- 
duced no  alteration  in  the  exifting  law  of  trekfon  ?  It  at 
lead  made  this  alteration,  that,  inflead  of  a  plain  ancient  fta-r 
tute,  inftead  of  the  old  and  known  fyftem^  it  gave  a  neVIr 
^ode,  unexplained  and  indefinite.  The  ftatute  of  King  Ed* 
iward,  notwithftanding  the  conftrudions  that  had  been  at* 
tempted  to  be  put  upon  it,  had  been  fortified  by  the  prece* 
dents  of  many  years,  and  had  been  rendered  in  a  great  mea» 
fure  clear  and  explicit:  Whereas  the  prefent  Bill  went  tei  rob 
them  of  the  limited  application  of  theie  conftrudions,  and 
again  to  plunge  them  in  ail  the  dangers  of  diCcrettonary  inter*** 
pretation  aiid  legal  ambiguities.  Fie  aflced^  what,  in- the  name 
of  God,  was  meant  by  fuch  a  proceeding?  A  con^iracy  tii 
levy  war  again((  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign  was  an  overt  a^ 
of  high  ereaion  under  the  firfl  branch  of  the  ftatute  pf  Edward 
the  £ird,  but  it  was  extended  by  the  prefent  Bill,  to  all  thofis 
a£b  which  under  that  ftatute  were  not  held  to  be'treafonabfe. 
The  compafllngs,  imaginations,  devices  ^.  wpre  by  the  BiM 
blade  a  confpiracy,  not  agatnft  the  life  of  the  King,  but  ia 
snv  remote  conftruAion  declared  to  be  treaibn.  '  bf  en  the 
pulling  down^  of  a  bawdy*houfe,  or  any  petty  z&  whatever^ 
might  come  under  the  tneaibnabie  operation  of  the  prefent 
Bill.  A  letter  found  in  the  clofet  of  an  individual,  though 
not  connedled  with  any  a£ts>  'and  not  immediately  aiming  at 
the  fafety  of  the  King,  would  be  conftrued  into  a  treafonaUe 
ad,  ana  would  it  be  maintiiAed  that  the  Bill  made  no  alter- 
ation in  the  law  of  treafon^ . 

Were 
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Were  Geiide«ieii  lefc  fecure  of  the  Sovereign  in  hia  regsU 
capacity  at  -prefent  than  at  any  former  period  ?  Was  there 
any  deficiency  of  loyalty  .in  the  Sute,  cr  was  there  any  de«> 
ficiency  of  military  force  to  quell  thofe  difcontentt  which 
necei&rily  arofe  even  in  the  heft  regulated  governments? 
Had  they  not  already  every  fecurity  for  the  fafety  of  the 
Sovereign,  that  could  be  obtained  from  laws  and  troops? 
Was  it  confonant  with  juftice  or  found  policVf  to  barrafi  the 
peopk  with  new  and  grievous  reftraints  ancf  wean  their  love 
from  the  perfon  of  the  Monarch  by  arbitrary  ftatutes,  at  a 
period  when  every  man  ought  to  combine  their  ailediona 
around  the  throne  i 

No  law  could- more  fecurely  or  more  effciSually  guard  the 
perfon  of  the  Sovereign  than  thofe  in  exiftence,  which  equally 
provided  for  prevention  or  for  punifliment*  Every  kind  of 
levying  war  was  embodied  in  this  Bill ;  and  though  formerly 
only  reftrided  to  the  royal  charafteri  were  ^o  &  reckoned 
tresfonable  in  foture  without  limitatbn.  For  all  tKefe  changes 
what  prindple  was  that  that  could  navely  be  ftated  as  a  reafoa 
fcr  fMch  dangerous  proceedings  ?  it  was  laid,  that  on  the  day 
on  which  his  Majefty  was  coming  down  to  Parliament,  to 
pttform  the  mpft  (acred  funftion  of  his  regal  office,  be  had 
been  infulted  by  a  crowdt  and  diat  in  this  crowd  a  mifcrc%nt  . 
wretch  had  been  JFound»  who  bad  the  dark  malignity  of  heart 
CO  aflault  the  coach  of  the  King,  and  to  bring  nis  facred 
perfon  into -danger*  He  could  not  tell  the  exa^  simount  of 
the  evidence  taken  relative  to  the  outrage  againft  his  Majefty. 
But^'  good  God  I    Was  it  neceflSiry  to  cnskA  new  laws  to 

Junifii  fuch  an  offence  ?  Muft  the  old  law  of  King  Edward 
II.  jn  which  the  Englifb  nation  felt  fo  much  honeft  pride  and 
exultation,  be  aboli(hed  and  annihilated,  upon  pretence  of  an 
outrage  which  no  enaSment  could  prevent,  but  which  the 
«xiiHng  laws  were  perfe6Uy  adequate  to  punifli  ?  Was  not  the 
throwing  of  the  ftone,  by  which  the  King's  perfon  was  en- 
4Jangered,  a  fufficient  overNad?  And  if  the  abandoned 
wretch,  by  whom  thi^  vlA  was  committed,  were  to  be  appre- 
iiended,  coiddany  one  doubt  the  fate  that  would  attend  him  ^ ' 
«nlefs  he  could  inew  fomething  which  might  prove  that  the 
original  intention  which  the^adtion  feemed  to  difcover  did  n^C 
cxift? 

He-woi4d  call  4ipon  any  man  in  the^  Houfe  to  &y,  that  the 
laws  ever  -ware  in  one  inf^anee   fotind  inadequatii  to  the 

Einifluneot  of  fuch  an  outrage.    In  the  triak  at  the  Old 
aiiey  laft  year,  ll\e  qu^ipn  was,  whether  the  confpiracy  laid 
^  the  overt^aft,  had  any  foundation?  No  overt^ait  had  been 

aliedged 
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alledged,  as  immediately  aiming  at  the  life  of  die  Sovereign  ; 
and  much  as  he  differed  on  the  pointof  law  from  fome  ex**. 
planations  of  it  which  came  from  high  authority  the  Judges 
never  had  contended  that  a  confpiracyt  or  any  ming  Ids  than 
anovert-ady  could  conftitute  high  treafon;  and  even  after 
overt-'a&s  were  proved,  they  left  it  entirely  to  the  Jury  to 
judge  of  the  intention  of  their  authors.  What  then  prompted 
the  Qoufe  to  put  the  life  of  the  King  in  a  difierent  fituation 
from-that  in  which  that  of  his  predeceflbrs  had  flood  i  What 
could  tempt  them  to  frame  a  Bill,  comprehending  an  immenfe 
jvaiiety  of  newtreafons,  and  even  conftituting  writing  into  an 
overt-a£l  of  treafon  ?  Why  did  they  not  adhere  to  Uie  mode 
followed  by  their  anceftors,  or  why  by  dark  zx^  ambiguous 
language  pervert  the  eftablifhed  nature  of  crimes,  and  the 
known  rules  of  evidence.  If  it  was  already  underftood  that 
writing  was  an  overt-ad,  why  was  it  not  fo  expreiled  without 
doubt  or  equivocation  ?  Why  did  not  they  ule  the  good  old 
phrafe  of  our  anceftors,  as  proveaify  attainted  f  or,  if  they 
were  .determined  to  create  new  fubfrantive  treaibns,  why  not 
permit  the  fubje£t  lo  be  tried  upon  thefe  treafons  by  fair  and 
Jeg^l  evidence,  without  introducing  terms  of  which  it  #a8  im« 
pdfible  to  divine  the  meaning,  or  which,  if  they  had  any  mean* 
ing,  contained  ao  infult  on  the  underftanding  and  the  feelings 
of  Engliihmen  ? 

It  was  ftated  in  the  firft  enai^ent  of  the  Bill,  diat  it  was 
treafon  not  merely  to  intend  the  death  of  the  Kingt  but  to 
depofe  him  from  his  ftile,  honor,  or  kingly  name  ^  the  im* 
perial  crown  of  this  realm,  &c«  He  could  not  exprefs  the 
ailonifliment  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  had  filled  him  with* 
It  was  a  libel  on  the  beft  Parliaments  of  this  country.  It 
propofed  calling  to  mind  the  good  and  wholeibme  provifions 
which  had  at  different  times  been  ipadc  by  the  wifdom  of 
Parliament  in  former  periods.  What  were  thefe  good  and 
wholeibme  precedents?  They  were  precedents,  reprobated 
by  the  beft  men  who  had  ever  adorned  this  country.  The 
Statute  of  Edward  L  was  pailed,  and^was  followed  by  that  di 
.Richard,  which  enafied,  like  the  prefent,  a  variety  of  new 
treafons  i  bur,  as  was  obferved  by  Blackftone,  "  fo  little  eSe<S 
have  over- violent  laws  to  prevent  any  crime,  that,  within  two 
years  after  this  new  law  of  treafon,  refpe£ling  imprifonment 
anddq)oring9  this  Prince  was  both  depofed  and  murdered/* 
«The  Sutute  of  Henry  IV.  by  which  that  of  Richard  and 
other  fevere  acls.that  had  b^en  made  were  repealed,  fays,  that 
no  man  was  &fe>  or  knew  bow  to  fpeak,  (ay,  or  do,  for  fear  of 

thefe 
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tfaefe  new  conftruAions  of  treafon.  Severe  ]aw$  had  ever 
experienced  a  fimilar  fate.  He  referred  the  Houfe  alfo  to  the 
preamble  of  the  firft  ad  of  Q:ieen  Mary's  reign,  which  ftated 
as  the  groCind  and  reafon  of  the  abolition  of  oppreifive  laws^ 
the  hardships  to  which  they  gave  rife,  and  declared  that  the 
fafisty  of  a  fovereign  depended  more  on  the  love  of  his  fubjeAs 
than  fear  raifed  by  fcvere  penalties. 

He  deprecated  the  iden  of  renewing,  under  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover,  thofe  ftatutes  which  at  different  periods  had  with 
found  wifdom  been  fwept  from  our  code.  Moderation  and 
lenity,  he  contended,  formed  the  trueft  policy  that  could  be 
followed  \  and,  in  fa£l,  the  law,  fo  definite  and  mild,  bad 
always  been  found  fi^fficient,  even  in  the  mod  perilous  timet» 
In  tne  reign  of  William  ill.  it  was  ftronz  enough  to  proteA 
|)im  even  againft  the  aiTiffination  plot«  So  in  the  reigns  of 
George  I.  and  II.  it  was  found  adequate  to  guard  them, 
though  aflailed  by  rebellion  and  foreign  force  united.  On 
th^fe  trying  occaflons  it  had  never  been  fuggefted  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  eftablilhed  law  of  treafon,  kriown  and 
venerated  throughout  the  land ;  and  fuch  was  the  attachment^ 
he  faid,  of  the  country  to  that  law,  that  n^any  people  exulted 
in,  the  acquittals  at  the  Old  Bailey,  becaufe  they  proceeded 
fr9m  a  fair  and  broad  conftrudiion  of  the  ftatute  of  treafons^ 
though  they  condemned  the  condud  of  thofe  who  were  tried, 
and  thought  them  bad  fubjeds. 

Was  it  fit  he  would  a(k  that  the  Houfafhould  at  this  time 
proceed  to  adopt  mcafures  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  principles 
of  the  revolution,  which  nothing  in  the  prefent  coqjundure 
appeared  even  to  authoiife.  A  uniilar  law  had  been  cited,  as 
an  example,  paflcd  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second ;  the 
fituation  of  that  monarch  was  however  not  onlv  very  difierenc 
from  that  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  but  the  Bill,  heavily  penal 
as.  it  was,  did  not  obtain  its  obje£l ;  and,  perhaps,  the  odium 
of  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  and  the  expulfion  of  his  race 
froin  the  crown,  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  be  attributed  to 
it»  Violent  as  the  meafure  was,  it  fhould  be  recolleded,  that 
it  was  preceded  by  an  A3  of  Grace,  almoft  univerfal,  and  that 
the  King's  father  had  been  recently  brought  to  the  block. 
That  Bill  therefore  pafled'  in  the  madnefs  of  loyalty  in  which 
men's  minds  were  at  the  time  of  the  reftoration,  and  when 
they  readily  facrificed  every  confideration  of  their  own 
Uoerties  and  fafety  to  plcale  and  ^flatter  their  prince.  A 
motion  made  in  the  Houfe  ^by  Sir  Matthew  Hale  himfelf, 
for  the  Houfe  to  confider  the  propriety  of  claiming  fome  pro- 
vifion  for  their  libertieS|  met  with  the  fuccffs  which  fimilar 
'  Vqu  tl.  1795.  I  fflodom 
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motions  juft  at  prefcnt  receivied ;  even  Sir  Matthew  Hale  was 
forced  to  defift,  overwhelmed  with  the  clamours  of  the  Houfe. 
Let  the  Houfeconftder  what  had  been  the  cffcSt  produced  by 
that  very  ftatute  of  Charles  the  Second.  His  whole  reign 
was  filled  with  plots  and  confpiracies.  The  people  were 
divided  into  petitioners  and  abhorrer^ ;  and  he  was  forry  to 
trsice  the  refemblance  in  the  diviHon,  which  in  the  prefcnt 
infiance  was  attempted  to  be  eftablifhed  of  petitioners  and 
addreflers.  The  only  real  plot,  by  which  the  life  of  the  King 
ivae  ferioufly  endangered,  was  the  Rye-houfe  plot,  and  that 
was'not  difconcerted  by  the  operation  of  that  law,  but  by  mere 
accident.  The  reign  of  hrs  prefcnt  Majefty  and  the  reign 
of  Charles  were  pretty  fimilar  for  the  number  of  plots  and 
confpiracies  that  were  rumoured  and  filled  a  gieat  part  of  the 
kingdom  With  alarm  and  apprehenfion,  but  in  the  reign  of 
Charles,  there  was  one  plot  more  than  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  Third,  viz.  the  Rye-houfe  plot  to  which  he  had  juft 
alliided.  How  did  the  foveretgn  efcape  from  the  machina- 
tions of  the  coiifpirators  who  had  a  defign  againft  his  life? 
How  was  his  pcrfon  defended  from  the  hand  of  violence  ?  Did 
that  piece  of  paper  fave  him?  No.  H6  Was  faved  by  his 
houfe  at  Newmarket  taking  fire  en  tiie  Wednefday,  whereas 
his  afTai&ns  were  not  ready  to  flioot  him  till  the  Friday* 
Where  was  the  plot  at  prefent  in  exigence  which  could 
demand  the  enaAment  of  a  ftatute  ?  He  was  as  ready  as  any 
man  to  adopt  meafures  by  which  his  Majefty  might  be  really 
fecured.  Againft  attacks  however  which  might  endanger 
the  King's  perfonal  fafety,  no  laws  could  provide. 

There  were,  Mn  Erflcine  faid,  three  clafles  of  attack,  by 
which  his  Majefty  might  perfonally  be  aflailed.  Revenge^ 
-which  no  part  of  the  conduct  of  our  amiable  ^foyereign 
ever  could  infpire ;  infanity,  which  no  laws  could  in-i- 
fluence  ;.  and  political  enthiiftafm,  which  legiflative  regula«> 
tion  could  neither  intimidate  nor  controul.  He  could  not 
hear  juries  flaiirfered  or  accufed  of  backwardnefs  to  convift 
men  guilty  of  atrocities,  as  thofe  againft  whom  the  Bills  was 
meant  to  guard.  No  man,  he  was  convinced,  who  could 
be  proved  guilty,  would  efcape.  The  Bill  even  went  to 
banifti  the  ordinary  expreffions  of  loyalty  and  happinefs.  It 
might  be  dangerous  to  venture  out  when  the  King  was  pafs- 
ing  along  the  ftrects,  leaft  fbme  circumftances  ibouM  arife  in 
which  even  innocence  might  be  involved.  Good  God  !  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Erlkine,  I  cannot  bdieve  that  his  Majefty,  con- 
vinced as  he  muft  neceflarily  be  of  the  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment of  his  people,  will  ever  give  his  approbation  to  a  law, 
ygfdchi  under  the  pietcxt  of  providing  for  his  fafety,  contains 

a  grofs 
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a  gro($  and  unfounded  libel  upon  the  character  of  bis  fub- 
jedls.  When  it  pleafcd  God  to  remove  from  him  the  hand  of 
af3i(SIon,  what  demondrations  of  loyalty  and  aiFedion  ap- 
peared in  the  metropolis,  as  bis  Maiefty  paiTed  to  St.  Paurs, 
to  give  thanks  to  heaven  for  his  deliverance.  One  woujd 
have  thought  that  it  was  one  great  family  rejoicing  at  the 
recovery  of  thtir  con[)mon  father.  And,  notwithi^anding  all 
this  tumult  of  congratularory  joy,  notwithftanding  th^t 
banquet  of  afFefUon,  on  which  it  is  the  fortune  of  the  prefect 
monarch  daily  to  feaft^  his  mi^iifters  would  inipire  him  with 
Jeaioufy  and  diilrud  ;  and  indeid  of  loud  e^^effions  of 
loyalty  and  love  from  bis  fubjc£ls,  the  gloomy  and  fulpicious 
lllence  that  mark  the  reign  of  a  tyrant,  would  prevail*  An 
alarm  is  founded  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  fpies  ai^d 
informers  echo  back  the  cry, 

Amongft  the  various  prohibkions  of  the  Bill,  the  fecoqd 
en#ufling  claufe  contained  one  calculated  to  flir  up  diflike  Of 
contempt  by  preaching,  or  a»^y  other  thing  or  things,  ije  did 
not  mean  to  criticKe  this  phrafe  \  nor  could  he  conceive 
what  thefe  tj)ings  were,  unlefs  the  groans  and  the  jexpreffions 
of  raifery,  which  the  conduit  of  fome  men  had  brought  upon 
.the  nation  were  meaiit  to  be  alluded  to.  The  puni(h(|}ents pro- 
vided by  the  Bill  again/l  thefe  cxprefEons  of  anguifh  and  bitter- 
nefs  q1  foul,  be  knewnot  where  to  ]ook  iox*  They  wsre  not 
to  be  found/ in  any  cpde  j  even  the  ipoft  tyrannicifl  which 
cruelty  had  ever  devifed.  It  refembled  .only  the  condud  of 
the  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  as  described  by  the  poet; 


-In  the  vaolted  roof 


The  Tyrant  fat,  and  chro»{(h  a  fecret  chaim^ 
Colle£^ed  every  I'ound  \  hevd  each  com}>laiat 
*   Of  roartyr'd  virtue  J   kept  a  rcglftcr 
Of  fijrhs  and  groans,  by  cruelty  extorted  I 
Noted  tb.'  honeft  lai  guai^e  of  the  heart  j 
Than  on  the  vidiiMS  wreak'd  his  niurd*rou«  rage. 
For  yielding  to  the  feeliitj^s  of  their  nature  ! 

This  was  not,  he  faid,  the  way  to  render  the  people  dutiful 
and  afFeAionate.  He  was  ihocked  to  read  the  punifhment 
which  the  Bill  afligns  to  the  crimes  it  forbids.  He  could  not ' 
conceive  from  what  <}uiver  this  ^rrow  wasihot.  He  did  not 
look  to  any  particular  quarter,  of  the  oppotitc  fide.  If  it 
was  borrowed  from  Scotland,  he  would  remark,  that  the  law 
which  inflided  thait  fcvcre  pen^ltv,  at.  which  every  humane 
tireaft  muft  fhudder,  to  which  the  people  of  that  country  bad 
chofen  to  fubmit,  was  pafltdl)y  a  parliament  which- declared 
Xhc  king  indefeafible»    What,  hovycver,  was  the  difcrction  to 

whi^h 
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which  the  crime  of  mifilemeanor  was  by  the  Bill  expoftd? 
It  was  enough  ,when  it  was  already  difcretionary,  tempered 
by  the  mild  cbarafier  of  the  laws  of  England.  This  dif- 
cretion  was  to  be  no  longer  confined  to  the  fupreme  judges, 
it  was  to  be.entnifted  to  every  court  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
and  to  every  petty  judge.  Suppqfe*,  for  inftance,  a  bookfeller 
were  to  be  engaeed  in  the  publication  of  a  book  which  he 
never  read,  nor  faw  while  it  was  printings  which  (hould  be 
ac^udgedalibel,  he  would  only  be  the  tenant  at  will  of  the^ 
mmifter ;  and  for  a  fecond  offence^  in  which  no  blame  could 
be  imputed  to  himy  he  might,  be  exiled  for.  feven  years. 
Some  notice,  he  obferved,  had  been. taken  uf  an  argument  of 
bis  on  a  former  occafion.  He  had  ftated  that  the  conftitution 
of  the  governnient  was  jealous  of  the  powers  entrafted  to  the 

.  executive  branches,  and  had  not  intended  to  throw  imputa- 
tion upon  any  fet  of  magiftrates.  By  the  prefcnt  Bill  the 
honour  and  liberty  of  Briti(h  fubjefts  might  be  taken  away 
for  offences  which  it*  would  hardly  bt  decent  to  profecute. 
Every  low  Magiftrate  might  exercile  this  power  without  any 
adequate  controul  on  his  mind  to  guard  againft  its  abufe. 

l*he  confequences  of  paffing  the  Bills,  which  would  ex- 
pofe  innocent  fubjefis  to  the  information  and  to  the  treachery 
of  ipie's,  were  dreadful  to  be  anticipated.  He  hoped,  bow- 
ever,  that  they  would  never  pafi  into  laws./  The  voice,  pf 
the  people  would,  he  trufted,  fpeak  fo' boldly,  a^d  fo  firmly,  as 

'  to  compel  minifters  to  give  up  their  defign.  He  declared  he 
was  no  advocate  for  Koellion  ;  but  he  wifhed  the  nation  to 
expreft  their  difapprobation-;  and  if  the  fpirit  of  Engliflimeii 
remained,  they  would  teftify  their  indignation  of  the  attempts 
made  againft  their  liberties.  He  hoped  his  Majefty  would 
not  endanger  his  own  perfon  by  the  ps^ng  fuch  a  law.  Were 
he  entitled  to  defure  an  audience  of  him,  he  would  reprefent 
to  him  the  evils  that  would  enfue ,  he  would  almoft  be 
tempted  to  throw  off  the  forms  of  decency,  and  rufhing  into 
the  royal  prefence,  conjure  his  Majefty  not  to  expofe^his 
people  to  fuch  oppreiljon,  nor  his  own  perfon  and  crown  to 
fiich  danger.  1  he  Bill  was  a  warning  for  men  to  fly  from 
the  fight  of  their,  fellow  creatures,  to  (bun  the  pleafures  of 
focial  intercpurfe.  Sufpiqion  wa^  let  -  loofe  to  potfon  the 
fources  of  happinefs ;  freedom  of  fpeech  was  aboli(bed»  con* 
fideoce  and  harmony  foi^ever  annihilated. 

According  to  the  law  of  libel,  as  lately  amended  and  exr 
plained,  the  jury  were  judges  of  what  was  a  libel,  as  well  as 
the  intention  of  the  author.  That  doftrioe,  .approved  and 
sipplauded  as  it  had  been,  however,  might  ibon  be  firperfeded 
ty  tt)Q.  operation  of  the  prefent  Bill,  which  mij^ht  limit  and 
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controul  the  eftablilhed  privileges  of  the  jury,  and  deprive. 
the  people  of  that  laft' barrier,  by  which  their  liberties  were 
defended.  The  feverity  of  the  puniibmeot  was  only  to  be 
foftened  by  the  lenity  of  the  magiftrate  ;  a  power,  which, 
as  the  conftitution  never  hitherto  bellowed,  without  a  watch- 
ful jealoufy,  would  never  be  exercifed  without  danger  to  the 
fubjed.  He  would  therefore  oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving 
the  Chair,  and  the  farther  progrefs  of  a  BiU,  which  he  deemed 
(>f  fuch  dangerous  tendency. 

The  Attorney  Gineral  began  hia  repiv  with  obierving,  that 
the  long  and  eloquent  fpeech  which  the  houfe  had  juft  bear^ 
though  certainly  in  many  parts  appofite,  was,  he  need 
fcarcely  remind  the  hdufe,  rathqr  direded'againft  tbe  pro* 
viiions  than  asainft  Ae  principle  of  the  Bill ;  that  was  not  the 
proper  ftage  for  dircuffingrthe  objedlions  which  his  learned. 
friend  had  urged  widi  fo  much  ingenuity  and  energy  ;  thej 
could  only  have  been  properly  advanced  and  met  in  the  Com«- 
mittee.  The  prelent  point  of  decifion  \^as  not  whether  there 
was  ambiguity  in  any  particular  claufe  or  paflage  of  the  Billj 
nor  whether  the  penalties  inflicted  were  too  fevere,  butwhef 
ther  the  principle  was  fuch  as  (hould  induce'  them  to  fend  the 
Bill  to  a  Committee.  However  neceflary  it  might  be  for 
him  to  reply  to  particular  paitsof  that  fpeech,  when  the  fiiU 
ihould  be  to  be  debated  paragraph  by  paragraph,  he  would 
then  chiefly  confider  how  far  it  would  be  neceflary  to  examine 
the  provtfions  in  order  to  amend  them.  The  prefent  Bilk 
as  far  as  it  rehted  to  the  penalties  of  high  trealon,  he  Ihoull 
contend,  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  ah  a<^  declaratory . 
of  the  law  of  Edward  the  Third ;  in  that  fenle  as  an  ex'- 
planatory  and  declaratory  affc,  all  candid  and  wife  men  muft 
deem  it  to  be  of  coniiderable  fervice,  and  particularly  ne- 
cefiaiy  at  the  prefent  time.  Could  any  man  unJertalce  to 
deny  that  it  would  be  of  infinite  fervice  for  parliament  to 
pais  a  declaratory  law,  which  would  determine  whether  tiie 
different  judicial  deciiions  for  a  hundred  years  back  lip  t<^ 
the  prefent  day  were  or  were  not  juft  expofitions  of  that  ftat 
tute«  No  mnfure  could  be  of  higher  importance  or  utility 
than  that  it  (houM  be  declared  diftindly,  what  were  the  jalt ' 
interpretations  of  a  law  which  affedled  diredlly  the  beiog  and 
fafety  of  the  ftate,  and  of  every  individual  under  it. 
«  nis  learned  friend  had  almoft  admitted  that  the  prefent  Bifi 
would  not  bear  out  the  (latute  of  trrafon  of  the  25th  of  £^* 
ward  III.  from  which  opinion  he  differed  moil  completely  i 
he  had  never  known  a  meafure  more  clTential  fince  the  forma-^ 
dovt  i)l  tint  ftatuiBc  than  the  prefent,  inafinucb  as  it  more 

dearly 
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clearly  defined  and  explained  the  purport,  meaninr,  and  intent 
ofthat'ftatute,  while  it  mpft  (Irldly  followed  the  letter  and 
Ipirit  of  it. 

He  faid,  he  had  paid  a  general  attention  to  the  petition^ 
which  had  been  laid  upon  tne  table  againfl:  the  Bills,  and» 
from  the  declarations  of  his  learned  friend,  h?  underftood,  that 
his  learned  friend  followed  the  general  proportions  laid  down 
in  thofe  petitions,  that  the  law  of  treafoQS  was  not  only  full/ 
adequate  to  the  prevention  and  puniihment  of  the  crime  of 
treafon  ;  but  that,  undex  the  plain  letter  of  the  law  as  ft 
flood  at  prefent,  it  wa$  fo  explicit/ and  intelligible  as  to  ad* 
mit.  no  mifconftru(Sion.  Here  again  he  difi'ered  with  his 
learned  friend ;  becaufc  if  the  law  of  treafon,  according  to 
|hc  25th  of  Edward  III.  be  fo  clear,  explicit,  and  intelligible^ 
what  Qccafion  was  there  for  the  learned  gentleman,  in  the 
year  1795,  to  dcfire  the  Houfe  to  look  to  4II  the  judicial  ex* 
podtions  that  had  been  put  upon  it?  He  agreed  with  him,  that 
all  judicious  jcxpofitu  ns  of  the  law  were  to  be  looked  at  with 
jealoufy,  particularly  thofe  upon  the  law  of  treafon ;  becaufe 
'every  queftion  of  treafon  was  that  which  immediately  aiFe6ted 
jtbe  being  of  an  individual ;  he  begged  his  learned  friend  to 
jrec6Ile£l  alio,  that  the  ftatute  of  the  25th  of  Edward  Ij[L  had 
provided,  that  in  all  queHions  of  doubt  and  ^certainty,  an 
appeal  lliould  be  made  to  parliament  for  a  more  definite  and 
/atisfafiory  expofition  \  it  was  upon  this  principle  that  the 
prefent  Bill  had  been  introduced^  a  f^iller  and  fairer  expofl* 
tion  had  previoufly  been  .the  fubjedt  of  an  inquefl  in  that 

eoufe,  it  had  alfo  been  the  fuhject  of  a  trial  in  the  Houfe  of 
3rd$^  the  decifioixs  upon  which  fubje£ls  were  carried  int9 
'fifk&  by  the  third  branch  of  the  conilitution>  the  executive 
government,  vldelket^  the  King.  According  to  .the  declara-r 
tion  of  his  learned  friend,  the  ualute  of  the  15th  of  Edwar^ 
In.  was  fo  plain,  that  thofe  who  run  might  read,  and  thofe 
who  read  might  underfland ;  when,  however,  he  recolle(5led 
the  many  and  the  various  conftru&ions  that  had  bjcen  pu|^ 
upon  that  (latute,  how  many  different  decifions  had  beea 
given  upon  that  pafTage  upoi>  levying  war,  and  when  he 
reoiembercd  all  the  dillindions  taken  between  aClual  an4 
condruflive  war,  he  could  not  coincide.  He,  therefore^ 
thought  it  a  wife,  a  prudent  and  a  necelTary  a£i  of  the  legifla« 
ture^  to  pafs  a  declaratory  law,  like  the  prefem,  upon  that 
ilatutei  inafmuch  as  it  mt^  tend  to  the  health  of  the  commoji 
weal,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the  fubje(9,  in  proportion  as  it 
rendered  a  ilatute  fo  highly  praifec)  lefs  ambiguio4S. 

..Th^J 
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That  parliament,  had  been  referred  to  in  all  ages  ;  not  only 
for  the  cna£^ment  of  new  laws,  but  for  the  declaration  of 
old  ones,  and  that  the  law  of  treafons  reqmVed  fuch  a  decla- 
ration no  man  could  controvert.  Lord  Hale  had  faid,  in  his 
judical  expofitron  of  treafons,  *<  Let  no  man  fuppofe  that 
thefc  treafons  are  not  explained  by  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.'* 
So  it  was  ncceffary  that  psrliament  (hould  more  diftindly  and 
immediately  defcribe  what  is,  and  what  is  not  tie.ifon,  by 
giving  notice  that  that  ftatute  would  attach  to  fuch  and  fijch  * 
crimes :  and  upon  the  fame  principle  did  Lord  Hale  fay,  in 
his  obfervations  upon  the  ftatute  of  Richard  II.  that  the  ima- 
gination of  the  depofition  of  the  King  was  included  in  the 
language  of  Edward  III.  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  no  man 
could  hefitate  to  adopt  the  language  of  Mary,  as  apph'ed  to 
the  bloody  afls  of  Henry  VIII.  but  he  mull  totally  deny 
the  application  of  it  to  the  prefent  fabjeft  of  debate. 

He  was  at  a  lofs  whether  he  fliould,  or  (hould  not,  accord 
with  the  cxpofition  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  that  to  com- 
plfs  or  imagine  the  depofition  of  the  King  was  an  z&  of 
high  trcafon-  If  it  flio»ald  happen  that  he  who  argued  the 
depofition  of  the  King  to  be  an  adl  of  high  treafon,  was, 
notwithftsfnding,  doubtful,  whether  ft  was  fo  comprehended 
in  that  ftatute,  then  he  would  a(k,  whether  it  was  not  fit  to 
have  fome  declaratory  law  upon  that  fubjeft? 

Mr.  Attorney  General  reminded  the  Houfe  that  he  had" 
been  called  upon  to  difcharge  an  arduous  and  painful  duty  in 
the  courfe  of  the  ftate  trials,  as  he  had  before  ftated;  he,  on 
that  occafion,  gave  it  decidedly  as  his  opihfon,  that  he  who 
comp^flcs  or  imagines  the  depofition  of  the  King,  compafles 
or  imagines  the  King's  death.  Contrary  opinions  having,  how- 
ever, been  entertained  upon  that  mieftion,  he  thought  it  highly 
neceftary  that  all  doubts'  refpedlmg  it  fhould  be  fet  at  reft. 
He  fiaid,  he  had  the  authorities  of  the  jufticcs  Hale,  Fofter^ 
and  Holt,  and  a  fpecial  yerdift  which  was  followed  by  exe- 
cution to  confirm  his* opinion.  He  obferved  his  learned  friend 
ihook  his  head  on  bearing  this.  To  obviate  all  tedious 
^ercation,  was  it  not  therefore  fit,  fmce  the  law  fo  evidently 
remained  indefinite  and  obfcure,  that,  according  to  theftrong 
exhortation  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  itfetf,  the  parlia« 
ffient  ftiould  decide  ?  His  learned  friend  had  fuppofed  a  cafe, 
upon  which  he  argued,  that,  to  reftrain  the  King  would  not ' 
be  an  aft  of  high  treafon )  and  it  was  perfeftly  obvious,  that* 
there  might  be  an  intention  to  maim,  bruife,  or  wound,  im< 
pVifon,  cr  oompct  the  King,  againft  his  will,  without  ant 
^chial  intention  of  killing  him^  and  confequcntly  the  ia^ 

would 
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would  not  attach*  It  {was,.howcver>  by  the  natural  reafen  of 
the  probable  confequeoces  that  the  ftatute  muft  be  under- 
Hoed  ;  and  thus  it  was  that  Lord  Hale  included  the  coropafll 
iog  or  ttnagintng  the  depofition  of  the  King  within  the  meaning 
of  the  ftatute.  In  the  cafe  of  Sir  John  Frend,  Treby  fays, 
for  he  w^s  fitting  bv  Lord  Chief- Juftice  Holt  at  the  time, 
diat  the  Lord  Chief  Jufttce  informed .  the  jury,  if  they  had  no 
evidence  that  the  defendant  compafled  or  imagined  the  King's 
death,  but  confined  his  intentions  folely  to  the  depofition,  he 
camc^within  the  penalty  of  the  ftatute,  and  was  guilty  of 
high  trea(bn.  He  confeffed  himflf  to  be  ptecifely  of  the 
^le  opinion  ;  for  aUhough  Sir  John  f  rend  had  previoufly 
•Ib'arranged  matters,  that  King  William  (hould  have  been 
merely  difpoftefTed  of  the  throne  of  this  realm,  and  have 
been  luffered  to  efcape  unhurt  to  Holland,  yet,  he  would  fav 
diftin£Hy  that  it  was  treafon.  The  law  had  been  expoundeo, 
that  either  to  maim,  bruife,  or  to  wound  the  perfon  of  the 
King,  was  an  overt  ad  of  treafon ;  Lord  Chief*  Juftice  Holt 
would  have  called  it  a  circumftance  of  evidence.  He  fur- 
ther fupported  his  opinion  by  the  cries  of'.Hardwicke  and 
Lord  Lovat,  and  then  afierted  that  the'  fingle  queftion  for 
the  Houfe  would  be,  to  inform  the  people  what  t:ie  law  of 
treafon  was.  Talcing  it  for  granted  that  the  law  did  not 
ftand  in  th^  ASt  of  £dward  as  it  did  in  the  prefent  Bit!, 
(which  he  muft- utterly  deny)  for  the  fofirty  of  the  rubje£l^ 
it  became  abfolutely  neceftary  that  it  (hould  be  fo  made ; 
and  not  for  the  fafety  of  the  lubjed  only,  but  for  the  fafetv 
pf  the  flate  i  of  that  ancient  and  venerable  ftrudure  ^whicn 
they  had  inherited  from  their  anceftors,  and  which  they  were 
bound,  at  leaft  to  endeavour  to  hand  down  unimpaired  to 
their  pofterity :  they  ought  to  preferve  it  from  the  attacks 
of  the  ibcieties  of  affiliated  democrats,  from  the  machinations 
of  wicked  clubs,  who,  witb  induftry  and  every  fpecies  of 
art,  were  endeavouring  to  circulate  their  dodrincs  of  equa- 
lly;  dodlrines  which  were  publiihed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
it  was  impofSble  almoft  to  ftop  their  progreft  ;  and  prin- 
ciples which,  by  difieminating  difcontent,  led  to  the  total 
overthrow  of  the  conftitution. 

The  Attorney  General  adverted  once  more  to  the  ftate 
trials,  a  fubjt<^  which  he  declared  he  did  not  wi{h  to  intro- 
dace  into  that  Houfe  oftner  than  circumftances  rendered  ab- 
iblutely  neceftary.  Though  a  traiterous  confpiracy  was  not 
pro/ed,  what,  be  would  a(k^  did  the  ftate  trials  prove?*  It 
uught  be  faid,  they  proved  the  innocence  of  the  perfons  pro- 

fecuted  ; 
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fecuted ;  did  thcjr  not,  hgwever,  leave  thp  imprelfion  upofi 
every  man's  mind#(h^  confefled  they 'did  on  his)'  that  a  con- 
rpiracy  agatnft  the  coriftifution  did  exift.  If  ^he  thouo;ht  {6^ 
if  it  was  rhe  geniHne  imfrdEbn  on  tiio' minds  of  nifen  in  ge-^ 
neral  that  fifch  w^s  the  fa^,  fome  meafijre.wJis -abfoluiely 
ftccefrary 't6  rtiWetand  pr^vpnt  the'  danger  and  its  confe- 
quencejV  If  n^ceffary,  onght  iie  not  to  think  it  his  daty  to 
offer  fome* nie^tbre  to  the  tonfidcration  of  the  Houfe  and 
tbe*natioii'atHrge7  Such  tKr^rt  :were  his  fentiments,  hi^ 
duties,  and  fi^Jh  hts  conduft  from  a  fenfe  oF  thofe  duties  i 
and  if  the  titt\e  fhpuld  cofne,  that  gentlemen  find  theV  had 
laid  down  indolent  and  fujiine,  iri  the  midft  of  reftlefs  ac-J' 
ttvity  ;  if  getitlemen'fliould  fitid,  too  late,  that  they  had  fat 
without  caution  or  fear,  whilft  their  habitations  were  tumHi 
iD&  around  them ;  Mf  they  fhouM  find  that  thtrc  republican 
fpo.'lers  had  deftrpved  their  property ;  nay,  if  xhofc  who  h^ 
no  property;  bur  h^d  tli^f  proud  ind  importaht  pofTefBon, 
ithe  liberty  of  a  Briton,  (hould  find  their  coTjftitiition  crumblcl 
in*  the  daft  by  thefe  polltigal  levellers  ;  ihey  would  then  ac- 
knowledge the  guardiah 'care  of  thofe  who  attempted  to 
arrcft  the  tHreafened  evils  j  and  poflibly  be  not  thanklefs 
ev^n  for  his  efforts,  in  ^<tv'rfiptiil j;  to  produce  a  law  whicji 
bears  another  text  frofti  'that  6f^  Edward,  and  miaV  provide 
againft  -cafes  Which  have  rieyet  yet  happened  in  tne  biftory 
of  judici^"  adjudications  j  .^hcil  itit  treafon  *ftalkfng  abroad 
was  not  Brltllh  but  French  trc^fort,  derived  from  thsit  banefiil 
ToUree,  which  iWuftpoifon"  every  placie  to  which  it  qorntnu^ 
'nicated.'  •WKeh'  it  llJcftWift  became  neccflary  to  provide 
barriers  for  the  \\f6  and  fafety  of  the  b^ft  of'Prince$;  not 
^more  renowned  for  his  virtues  as  a  monarch,  than  efteemeil 
'for  hiff  cOrtduft  and  ch^rafteras  a  jfiran  ;  Suid  when  it  Was 
a^fo  neceflary  to  throw  round  the  conftitution  th^fc  general 
cna£tments  which  might  explain  the  dflrnaaency  ^afid  the 
punifhmcnt,'  ind  whith  lo'dked  more' to  prfevcniion  than'^to 
penalty.  Upon  fuch  grounds  he  felt  the  obligation  tp  intro- 
duce the  prejenc  law.  *  '....• 

A/aotherargunferiJt  in' favour  of  W^  declaration,  ^e  adduced 
from  the  commitment  of  iFrithi  fiip|inaniac,  by  thcbrte  Lord 
Chancellor,  as  gvil^y  of  bign  treafon;  not  becaufe  Lord 
'  'rhurlo\v  could  inia'gine  that  a  fni^ll  pebble  was^  Irkely  to  kill 
'the  King,  but  hecaafe  it  was  noarked  by  eircumftances  of 
peril  which  at  firft  indicated  a  treafonable  intention.  Qn  the 
fupppfition,  however,  thSit  it  was  not  the  law  of  the  country, 
and,  independent  6f  any  connexion  with  the  focietics;  he 
afked  whether  there  was  s^n  inftance  of  a  fimW^  attack  upon 
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die  fovereign  with  (hat  made  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion ;  or 
whether,  iber^  had  ever  been  knowa  a  circumftance  that  more 
earneftly  called  upon  Parliament  to  explain  the  law  of  trea- 
fon,.  and  propbfe  new  proviiions? 

With  regard  to  the  obfervations  of  his  learned  friend  upon 
depofing  his  Majefty  of  his  ftyle,  titlie,  or  honour,  if  the 
expreiiioA  was  inaccurate,  it  might  be  amended  in  the  Com* 
niittee;  amidft  the  mafs  of  profeflional  matter  in  which  his 
learned  friend  was  engaged,  he  did  not  wonder  that  he  {hould 
forget Yuch  words  were  a  part  of  every  ftatute  of  high  treafon  i 
anfl  that  in- the  reign  of  William,  it  was  held  a  juft  expofi* 
tion  of  that  A<%  that  thofe  perfbns  were  guilty  of  high  trea« 
fon,  who,  without  any  intention  of  killing  that  King,  in- 
tended to  fend  him  back  to  the  continent,  to  fill  the  nation 
he  formerly  held  there. 

His  learned  friend's  objeAions  to  the  claufe  about  com- 
paiEng  to  levy  war  dijd  not,  he  declared,  appear  to  him  fuf- 
ficient  to  bear  out  his  argument.    Were  it  pra£licable  to  avoid 
the  difficulcv,  he  owned  he  (hould  rejoice  at  it;  the  paflages 
he  was  inchned  to  think  might  be  improved,  and  thence  con- 
cluded, that  the  obje£lions  warranted  the  fending  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee.     His  learned  friend  .had  found  fault  with  the^ 
overt  ads.    He  faid,  he  had  not  forgotten  the  trial  of  Sydney,' 
by  whichy  to  the  difgrace  of  the  Judicature,  that  unfortu- 
nate man  was  condemned ;  he  would  undertake  to  make  that 
part  of  the  Bill  clear  in  the  Committee.     With  refpedl  alfo 
to  the  learned  gentleman's  objedlion,  that  the  words,  ^'  prove-^ 
«<  ably  attainted"  (hould  have  been  ufed,  he  had  only  to  fay, 
that  the  fpirit  and  intention  was  preferved,  though  there  wa> 
not  fuch  ^  compliment  paid  to  the  language  of  former  times 
;a$  to  preferve  the  literal  expreffion.     For  his  own  part,  he 
confefied  he  was  not  wedded  to  words ;  it  (hojild  be  obferved,. 
howisver,  that  it  was  there  exprefsly  declared,  that  the  per- 
fon  arraigned  muft  be  convided  on  the  teftimony  of  two  law- 
ful and  credible  witneflfes. 

•  With  refpoSl  to  mifdemeanours,  it  was,  he  reminded  the 
•Houfe,;  the  maxim  of  a  wife  and  learned  man,  "  that 
lenity  of  puni(hment  infured  the  obfervance  of  the  laws;'* 
this,  a$  a  general  prii^ciple,  he  agreed  to;  and  he  alfo 
thought  that,  in  a  fingle  inftance,  the  puni(hment  for  a  mif- 
dcmeanour  was  already  fufficiently  fevere;  and  iriftanced  a 
cafe  in  the  nth  vol.  of  State  Trials,  where  his  learned  friend, 
now  a  noble  and  learned  Lord,*  but  then  ading  as  Attorney 

*  Lord  Thurlow  in  Home**  CaTc  In  1777. 
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General)  had  felt  no  difficulty  in  calling  for  a  fine,  ioiprj- 
fonment,  and  judgment  of  the  pillory,  though  the  libel  upon 
record  was  not  like  the  modern  publications,  a  libel  on  the 
.government  and  conftitution  of  the  country,  and  degrading 
to  the  moft  facred  and  honourable  chara^ers,  but  merely  a 
libel  concerning  the  admiiiiftration  of  the  affairs  of  the  king- 
dom. With  rcfpcS  to  the  firft  offence  under  this  Statute,  he 
obferved,  a  mifdemeanour  was  liable  to  be  puniflied  by  com- 
mon law,  nor  was  any  new  conftru£lion  given.  The  mode 
of  convifling,  provided  by  the  prefent  Bill,  was  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  defendant  than  heretofore ;  by  the  exifting  law, 
one  witnefs  was  fu^cient  to  convid  a  man,  by  the  prefent 
Bill  the  fame  fpecies  of  evidence  as  in  cafes  of  high  treafon 
was  rendered  indifpenfibly  neceflkry,  viz.  the  concurrent 
Ceffimony  of  two  witnetTes. 

The  queffion  then  wa5,  would  they  puniffi,  other  than  by 
the  law  of  King  Edward,  a  malicious  and  wilfull  repetition 
of  feditious  practices,  and  thofe  of  a  new  fort,  and  which 
before  the  year  1791  were  unheard  of?  About  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1791,  a  fyftem  of  opinions  and  of  adion  per- 
fedly  novel  fprung;  up  m  this  country;  in  confequence,  meet* 
ings  were  formed  upon  a  new  principle  of  aflbciation,  m 
which,  as  his  learned  friendj  Mr.  Grant,  had  obferved  the 
other  evening,  in  a  fpeech  that  would  be  remembered  fo  long 
as  the  deliberations  of  that  Houfe  (hould  be  remembered,  the 
machinations  of  a  few  individuals,  leagued  together  like  thofe 
who  produced  the  French  revolution,  circulated  thofe  libels 
which,  ill  their  nature  and  extent,  required  fome  reftridions. 
The  government  of  this  and  every  other  country,  he  conti- 
noi*d,  was  founded  on  opinion;  and  who  was  there  in  that 
Houfe  who  did  not  remember  that  only  ten  years  fince  the 
conftitution  was  confidered  as  the  fource  of  every  bleffing,  the 
fecurity  of  all  private  happmefs,  the  caufe  of  all  public  rt  fpe<5t, 
the  pride  and  boaft  of  the  natives,  the  envy  and  admiration 
of  foreigners,  and  the  fined  exampjc  of  pradlicalUberty  that 
human  ingenuity  and  wifdom  ever  contrived.  He  cared  not, 
be  faid,  whether  this  love  of  tb^  people  for  their  government 
was  reafon  or  prejudice ;  it  was  allowed  by  writers  of  autho« 
rity,  that  it  afivrded  the  people  more  comfort  in  private  life, 
and  more  political  freedom,  than  any  ott>er  conftitution  in 
exiftence;  nay,  it  aimed  at  liberty  to  fuch  im  extent,  that 
nothing  but  experience  of  its  efficacv  could  beat  down  the 
opinion  of  former  phtlofophic4)  politicians,  that  fo  great  a  de- 
gree of  liberty  was  inconfiftent  with  a  ftatc  of  civil  fociety. 
The  new  Republicans)  however,  had  thought  proper  fyiteni- 
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atically  to  deftroy  the  reverence  of  the  people  forAeir  go- 
vernment; it  became  their  principle  to  .write  down  every  thing 
that  was  facred  and  valuable  in  fociety;  to  render  perfons  in 
aiLithority  and  t\ieir  fun£lionft  odious  and  contemptible,  ia 
order  to  defiroy  them  \  m  fine,  to  humble  that  honeft  pride 
which  fwelled  in  the  breads  of  Britons,  ai<d  labour  to  fill  the 
bofoms  of  a  once  happy  people  with  dejedion>  repining,  and 
difcontent:  notfatisfied  with  vending  their  baneful  pamphlets 
in  the  ordinary  way,  they  courted  the  ftudy  of  th^  lower 
clafles,  by  fpreading  cheaply  or  gratuitoufly  before  them  thofe 
i)oifons  which  they  nad  defigned  to  infufe  under  the  pretence 
pf  reform.  They  found  out  that  the  King  could  do  no  good» 
and  contrary  to  the  great  conditutional  maxim  whici;)  upheld 
and  adorned  the  ftate,  that  the  King,  could  do  no  wrongs 
they  aflerted  that  the  King  could  do  no  right.  They  laughed  at 
hereditary  government  as  an  ufurpation  ;  and  thofe  very  per- 
fons who  were  at  this  time  extolling  the  Bill  of  Right?,  de- 
clared it  was  nothing  but  a  Bill  of  Wrongs,  and  a  fcandaious 
compaS  between  the  King  and  a  proud  anftocracy.  Every 
part  of  the  conftitution,  whi;:h  they  at  prefeht  preCend  to 
Reverence  foi  interefted  purpofes,  was  then  the  objeft  of  their 
flander  and  reviling.  He  hoped,  however,  the  people  would 
rally  round  their  old  and  excellent  conftitution;  he  hoped 
that  the  lower  and  uninformed  clafles  of  fociety  would  not 
fufFer  their  ignorance  to  be  made  a  prey  to  the  ambition  of 
others  more  artful  than  themfelyes;  he  hoped  that  they  wquU 
not  be  led  ^way  by  the  delufive  vifions  of  political  fpeculation, 
but  that  they  would  fupport  that  conftitutioil  which  experience 
had  proved  to  be  pradically  good;  which  did  nor,  as  defign- 
ing  machinators  pretend  to  do,  confider  men  as  perfect  cha- 
racters, againfl  whqfe  pailions  and  prejudices  no  check  was  to 
teoppofed;  l^o;  the  conftitutionof  Englai}d  looked  at  man 
as  he  was  in  life,  as  that  imperfect  creature  which  God  and 
nature  made  him,  fubjcCl  to  patlions  which  muft  be  regu- 
lated, and  to  vices  that  muft  be  controuled.  It  furveyed  the 
^ing,  that  cement  and  center  of  the  ftate,  \\'ith  eyes  of  af- 
/eSion:  though 'its  ^Ifdom  c«rjfc(lcd  that  he  was  but  a  man; 
,it  endowed  him  wijtF  hi^a^her  qu<ilities  and  aligned  them  to 
jhim  in  legal  (id^ioji,  wb4ch  tended  to  ennoble  him  in  the  minds 
of  the  people. 

Immortality,  ubiquity,  and  perfcC)  goodnefs,  were  the 
attributes  of  the  king :  he  could  never  die :  he  could  do  no 
wrong;  he  was  every  where  prefent  by  his  fervants ;  and 
he  was  the  fountain  pf  honour  and^of  mercy.  This  did  not 
j^xik  from' any  e^travag&nt  idea  that  he  loft  his  nature  as  a 
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man  when  he  became  a  king,  but  by  a  generous  reverciKre  ia 
the  minds  of  the  p^ple.  Thdir  loyalty  admitted  that  fi^ioa 
which  coDtributed  to  the  health  an<r  drnament  of  the  ftate. 
Although  the  confiitutipn  placed  the  king  on  an  eminence,  it 
took  care  that  he  fliould  be  praflically  ftfrviceable  to  the 
country  ;  for  good  purpofes  it  clothed  .him  with  duly ;  it 
aided  him  Wth  counfcis ;  it  allotted  him  counfellors,  refponfi^ 
ble  for  their  advice.  Knowing  that  he  was  but  a  weak  hu* 
man  body,  it  furroundcd  him  with  props,  and  rendered  him 
as  far  as  poifible  politically  perfefl. 

Such  were  the  monarchy  and  conftitutlon  of  En^land^ 
fuch  the  people's  government  and  happinefs,  when  there 
•poured  in  upon  the  land  a  fet  of  men,  whofc  pretext  was 
reform,  but  whofe '  defign  was  plunder.  AH  the  objeds  of 
the  people's  love  and  veneration  were  rendered  fufpedted,  and 
odious  in  iheir  eyes  i  and  a  new  fyftem  introduced,  which 
being  theoretically  captivating,  had  deluded  the  people  front 
the  contemplation  of  the  practical  benefits  which  they  cn» 
joyed  in  their  own  ftate.  The  proteQing  caution  of  our 
anccftors  had  not  forefeen  the  introdudion  of  fuch  fyftems  5 
they  therefore  could  not,  by  any  law  which  they  could  then 
have  ^made,  have  prevented  the  danger.  The  infuiion  of 
political  poifon,  by  publications  fo  numerojis  and  fo  kn<itted^ 
could  not  be  guarded  againft  by  the  laws  which  we  derived 
from  them  *,  and  he  would  not  fcruple  to  aiTert,  that  unlefs 
the  legiHature  would  aid  the  law,  no  individual  proiecutioA 
would  be  cfFeftual.  What  pal-t  was  he\o  aS  at  prefent  as 
Attorney  General  ?  Let  any  gentleman  walk  down  the 
Sirapd,  (he  had  no  fecrcts  on  the  fubjs^fl,)  and  Tlop  at  any  of 
the  pamphlet  (hops,  he  would  find  tnem  full  of  feditiou^  pub- 
lications. What  then  was  he  to  do  ?  Was  he  to  profecute 
every  book  in  the  (hops  ?  In  the  coarfc  of  three  years,  there 
had  been  more  profecutions  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
for  libels  than  in  the  preceding  20  years  ;  but  what  cffe6k 
had  thtfe  profecutions  ?  Only  to  multiply  the  offences.  AU 
ready  the  courts  had  fentenced  fome  of  the  publtlhers,  who 
had  been  convidied,  to  three  years  im^rifonment  for  the  firft 
offence,  and  two  years  for  the  fccot^d,  and  yet  they  were 
not  deterred.  He  fmccrely  believed  it  Would  be  found  that 
niany  publifhers  had  been  fo  often  guilty,  that  the  duration  of 
their  whole  life  would  not  be  fufficiently  long  to  meet  the 
length  of  increafed  and  additional  punifhment.  He  doubted 
what  principle  of  punifliment  would  fatisfy.  If  thefe  libels 
^were  notbvcirt  a£ls  of  tfeafon  in  themfdves,  they  were  pro- 
jects of.  the  offence,  which  if  not  checked  in  time  no  remedy 
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could  cure.  He  aflced  a  right  honourable  gentlemnn,  why 
he  had  declined  delivering  his  opinion  upon  the  objects  of  the 
focieties,  when  called  upon  for  that  purpofe  by  his  learned 
friend,  f  Mr.  Grant)  who  had  ^iven  his  opinion  on  the  Tub- 
jcA  ;  efpecially  when  he  bad  faid^  that  they  were  lefs  dange-' 
rous  than  before.  He  re-ailerted  that  (imilar  laws  had  been 
ena£led  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  Jl^  King  William,  and 
Queen  Anne,  and  fo  great  was  the  evil  at  prefenr,  that  a  nc- 
ceffity  did  exift  for  new  and  extraordinary  meafures :  and  it 
was  an  admitted  principle  in  morality,  as  well  as  politics^ 
that  the  thing  which  '^neceility  compels^  is  fandifieJ.  As 
far  as  refpefled  treafon,  this  a£l  was  only  declaratory  of  the 
fiatute  of  Edward;  if  it  did  alter  it,  that  alteration  went  to 
remedy  an  exifting  evil,  ^and  was  juftified  by  neceffity.  If 
the  Bill  (hould  not  pafs  into  a  law,  and  tho(e  machinators 
were  left  to  purfue  their  defigns,  every  order  of  the  ftate 
would  be  deftroyed ;  all  the  refpedable  perfons  in  high,  in 
middling,  and  in  low  life,  would  be  involved  in  the  general 
ruin.  I'he  fafety  of  the  people,  he  contended,  was  more 
implicated  than  the  fafety  of  .the  fovereign,  and  '<  Solus 
p^puU  fuprema  lex.^*  He  concluded  with  (a)  ing,  that  the 
prefent  Bill,  after  fome  alterations  in  the  Committee,  would 
be  found  unexceptionable,  and  the  only  preventive  againft 
the  evils  of  fedition  ;  againft  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  wi(hed 
to  eradicate  every  principle  of  religion  from  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  deftroy  their  attachment  to  every  exilling  poli- 
tical inftitution  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  from  what  he  had 
heard^  that  there  was  any  thing  very  aufpicious  to  the  freedom 
of  the  people  of  this  country  to  be  expefted  from  the  progrefs 
•of  the  Bill  before  the  Houfe.  The  learned  gentleman,  had. 
began  his  fpeech  with  finding  fault  with  his  learned  friend 
,(Mr.  Erflcine)  for  having  blended  the  two  Bills  in  argument 
on  the  prefent  occafion.  Though  his  honourable  friend  had 
Ipoken  at  confidcrable  length,  and  with  an  tStA  which  he 
trufied  would  not  eafily  be  forgotten,  and  though  the  two 
Bills,  in  their  component  parts,  might  be  traced  to  the  fame 
principle,  and  confidered  as  the  refult  of  a  connedted  attempt 
on  the  liberties  of  the  country,  he  called  upon  the  Houfe  to 
recoiled  that  his  honourable  friend  had  fpoken  mofl  diflin£lly 
to  the  Bill  then  before  the  Houfe,  and  alfo  on  the  fyftem  which 
miniflers  had  lately  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  fubverting  the 
liberties  of  the  people  of  England.  In  this  his  learned  friend 
was  perfedly  right,  becaufe  the  charge  he  made  was  juft. 

He 
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He  (poke  of  one  in  confequence  of  the  connedtion  which  iC 
evidently  had  with  the  other ;  they  were  both  branches  of  the 
Ikme  fyfteni,  which  miniiters  had  adopted  againft  the  liberties 
of  the  pec^ple ;  and  he  nriuft  fay  again,  that,  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  learned  gentleman  had  taken' up  the  fubjed,  it 
did  not  give  him  die  inoft  favourable  opinion  of  thej  manner 
in  which  this  bufinefs  was  intended  to  be  conduced  by  its 
advocates ;  by  the  fpecimen  he  had  witnelled,  he  was  not  led 
to  expe£l  any  great  candour. 

The  bufinefs  then  before  the  Houfe  undoubtedly  was,  the 
nature  of  the  prefent  Bill ;  he  hoped  however  he  was  not 
miftaken  when  he  expe^ed  that  Parliament  would  confider 
that  the  preamble  of  a  Bill  and  its  enaiftment  were  two  fepa- 
rate  and  diftindl  things.  If  that  were  true  with  refpedt  to  a 
Bill  that  originated  in  that  Houfe,  did  it  not  more  emphaticallr 
apply  to  a  Bill  that  originated  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament? 
and  if  the  Bill  then  under  confideration  not  only  came  from 
another  Houfe  of  parliament,  but  came  alfo  from  perfons  who 
were  fufpe£led  of  not  being  attached  to  the  beft  principles  of 
our  conftitution,  upon  that  view  only,  if  there  had  been  no 
other,  he  was  defirous  ti^t  the  Bill  (hould  be  rejeAed; 
becaufe  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  Houfe  would  do 
well  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  country,  to  watch  with 
anxious  care,  and  condiiutional  jealoufy,  every  thing  that 
tended  to  abridge  the  rights  of  the  fubjedt,  and  then  confider 
the  ftate  of  publick  aifairs,  and  adopt  fome  meafure  for  its 
fafety,  if,  upon  mature  deliberation,  fome  meafure  fhould  be 
found  to  be  neceflary. 

To  him  Mr.  Fox  faid  there  had  appeared  to  be  one  way  of 
confidering  a  Bill  which  could  not  fairly  be  obje£led  to^  tbft 
was  to  attend  to  the  preamble  of  it.  He  had  flattered  himfelf 
th^t  he  knew  fdmething  of  the  Bill  from  fome  recoUedion  of 
its  contents }  however  the  fpeech  of  the  learned  gentlemaa 
bad  daggered  him ;  certainly  the  fpeech  he  had  heard  bore  no 
refemblance  to  the  ideas  he  had  entertained  of  the  Bill. 
From  one  part  of  that  fpeech  a  perfon,  who  was  a  perfeS 
firanger  to  the  Bill,  would  have  thought  die  Bill  was  a  de- 
claratory law  on  the  crime  of  treafon,  and  on  the  meaning  of 
the  ftatutes  which  defined  it.  He  (hould  have  expeiSted  to 
have  heard  read  as  an  introduction  to  the  Bill,  words  to  this 
clFcQ :  *'  Whereas  doubts  have  arifen  refpe(£ltng  the  law  as 
it  now  ftands  with  regard  to  the  crime  of  treafon;  be  it  de« 
dared,  &c.''  Inftead  of  this,  he  only  found  that  reference 
^  fi^%  had,  and  loofc,  veryJoofe^  comments  made  on  v/hzt  bad 

recently 
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fccendy  happened,  and  on  /a6ts^  v^Hich  had  lately  been  brought 
Ibrward  in  a  Court  of  Juftice.  The  Jeariicd  gentleman  h.id 
done  no  more  than  this,  and  then  appeared  to  infinuate,  t<^ 
render  thp  Bill  a  little  l^fs  difii^ufting,  that  it  was  intended  td 
be  only  temporary.  He  would  afk,  if  the  Bill  was  to  be 
temporary^,  ^here  was  the  propriety  in  mj^lcing  it  of  a  de- 
claratory nature  ?  A  declaration  muft  be  either  true  or  felfe  i 
truth  was  cfe.rnal :  if  therefore,  the  BUI  depended  upon  th6 
truth  of  its  declaration,  it  (hould  not  be  a  Bill  pailed  for  a 
temporary  purpofe,  but  ought  to  be  made  a  permanent  lawl 
This  however  was  not  the  c^fe  with  rcfpeS  to  the  prefent 
Bill;  it  was  made  ufc  of  as  an  argument  for  lihe  moment, 
to  take  it  in  that  light  by  way  of  juftification  to  its  ena£l- 
ments ;  but  the  Bill  iifelf  was  only  an  experiment  to  try 
Jiow  the  pepple  would  bear  it.  If  any  part  of  the  learned 
gentleman's  fpeech  was  attempted  to  be  oppofed  to  the 
reafoning  of*  his  learned  friend,  (Mr.  Erfkine)  by  way  of 
^anfwer  or  rj^futation^  it  was  that  which  related  to  the 
conftruftioti   that    had    been  put    from    time   to    time    by 


nidges  on^he  ftatute  of  the  25th  of  Edward  III.     Was  the 
f  the  learned  gentleman  thoMght  fo,  would  it  not  be  nccef- 


ludgi 

Bill  a  meafure  to   fet  that   qnt^ion   at  reft,'  as   the  le<)rned 

fenilem^n  had  ftated  it  ?     Was*^ch  a  declaration  neceflary  ? 


fary  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make  that  declaration  explicit  f 
Upon  the  neceflity  of  making  that  declaration  he  might  agree 
with  the  learned  gentleman,  '*  That  the  declaration  of  the 
learned  gentleman  and  mine  upon  that  law  would  be  different, 
I  have,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  as  little  doubt  as  that  we  differ  upon 
this ;  but  the  Bill  furely  cannot  be  cbnfidered  in  the  light  of 
a  declaration,  becaufe  it  is  temporary,  and  {^ys  nothing  upon 
treafdn  as  to  the  levying  of  the  war."  With  regard  to  the 
AA  of  Edward  III.  he  muft  make  a  diftindlion  between  v.n 
attack  upon  the  nature  and  political  power  of  the  King,      He 

,  could  eaf>)y  conceive  that  any  perfgn,  who  fhould  be  guilty  of 
an  attack  op  the  natural   life  of  the  King,  that  was  to  fay, 

.  who  had,  by  overt-aft,  proved  that  he  compaffed  or  imagin- 
ed his  death,  Ihould  be  fubjefi  to  tl^e  higheft  penalty  of  the 

-  Jaw ;  and  yet  an  attempt  at  the  def^ru£tion  of  the  political 
power  of  the  King  (hould  only  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mif- 
demea  our.  He  knew  it  was  a  popular  argument,  he  had  coq- 
verfed  with  many  who  urged  it,  and  faid,  **  Why,  i^  it  not  ab- 
iurd  to  fay  you  will  gyard  the  natural  life  of  the  King, 
which,  in  a  conftitutional  point  of  view,  cannot  be  more  im- 
porcast  than  the  political  power  of  the  King,  more  than  you 

will 
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lirill  guard  that  political  power  ?**  In  hi&  opinion  that  aipi* 
tDent  was  wholly  fallacicusi  becaufe  the  laws  of  a  ftate  were 
not  to  be  governed  by  the  Ideas  of  guilt,  and  in  proportioii 
to  our  feelings  as  to  the  mifchicf  which  might  poflibly  eofue) 
but  in  proportion  to  the  dirficulty  or  facility  with  which  the 
oijeCt  might  be  attacked^  It  was  in  this  laft  view  that  the 
wiidoffi  of  our  anceftors  had  framed  the  law  of  Edward  III. 
They  had  faid,  that  he  who  fhall,  by  overt  a£l,  prove  that  he 
compalled  or  imagined  the  natural  death  of  the  King,  ihould 
be  guilty  of  high  trcafon.  Why  ?  not  becaufe  the  natural 
life  of  the  King  could  be  more  conftitutionally  important  than 
the" political  power  of  the  Kingly  office,  but  becaufe  the  death 
of  the  King  could  be  accompliflied  by  one  man  who  ¥fas 
ivickcd  enough  to  determine  on  it ;  and  this  he  could  do  iii 
an  Inftant  with  a  piftol  or  a  dagger,  or  in  any  other  way ; 
and  therefore  the  legiflature  had  done  wifely  to  declare  that 
he  who  ihould  compafs  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  King^ 
fhould  be  guihy  of  high  treafon.  To  fuch  an  ad  there  ought 
to  be  the  higheft  poffible  penalty  amiexed. 

He  faid,  he  was  ready  to  admit  the  King's  perfon  was  not 
U>  well  guarded  as  he  could  wi(h,  but  it  was  as  ftrongly. 
guarded  as  it  was  poflible  to  guard  it  by  law.  Guards  of 
another  defcription,  indeed,  he  might  have,  but  nothing  of 
that  fort  was  propofed  by  the  prefent  Bill ;  and  he  truiled 
they  never  would  be  propofed  by  anv  parliament',  becaufe  ic 
would  be  highly  unconftitutional.  With  regard  to  ihe  po-* 
Ittical  power  of  the  King^  he  muft  obferve^  that  although; 
conftitutionally  fpeaking^  that  wa$  a  ftill  dearer  objedl  to 
them,- yet  there  was  no  neceffity  of  guarding  it  in  the  fame 
manner }  becaufe  the  deftrudion  of  the  political  power  of  the 
King  could  not  be  eiFedually  attacked  by  one  man,  nor 
could  it  be  accompliflied,  like  the  other,  in  one  moment. 
Levying  War  for  the  deftrudlion  of  government  could  not  be 
the  Z&,  of  one  fingle  man,  it  muft  be  the  a£t  of  multitudes ;  . 
it  rnuft^  indeed,  be  a  fequence  of  ads,  upon  which  a  govern-^ 
ment  might  wait  with  fafety  until  fomething  was  done,  in- 
flead  of  declaring  that  the  compaffing  or  imagining  confti- 
tuted  the  guilt  as  the  law  declared  in  the  other  Qafe.  Thef 
difterence  was,  in  the  one  cafe  the  King  might  be  aflfaifinated 
by  a  fingle  individual  in  a  moment,  whereas  the  conftitiitiod 
eould  nut  be  aftailinated  but  by  a  feries  of  ads  committed  by 
a  multitude  of  perfons ;  that  was  the  reafon  why  our^ncefters 
had  made  an  attack  upon  the  life  of  the  King,  a  dilFerent  of- 
fence from  that  of  an  attempt  to  fubvert  the  Monarchy. 
Vol.  ii.  1795.  h  Mr, 
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Mr.  Fox  having  thus  obferved  on  the  wifdom  of  ociran«< 
ceftors  widt  rcCpcSt  tp  the  Billi  wiOied  to  fay  a  fevr  words 
with  regard  to  the  conftrudion  which  had  been  put  on  die 
ayh  of  Edward  III.  He  might  be  a/ked  whether  he  approv- 
ed of  the  conftrudion  which  had  been  put  by  judges  upon 
dsat  ftatute  ?  He  admitted  the  inferiority  of  hisjudgment  to  that 
of  thofe  learned  perfons»  be  muft,  however,  form  it  from  the 
beft  h'ghts  he  was  able,  and  having  done  fo,  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  laying,  he  did  not  agree  with  them  according  to  the 
ilatement  of  the  learned  gentleman  that  night.  If  he  were 
afked,  whether  he  thought  the  judicial  determination  of  the 
judges  from  time  to  tame  made  part  of  the  law  of  the  land  i 
he  would  anfwer,  he  was  not  competent  to  determine  that 
queftion ;  this  he  would  neverthelefs  fay,  that  an  a6l  of  par- 
liament was  part  of  die  law  of  the  land,  as  intereftin^,  a» 
the  judicial  determinatidn  of  the  judges,  and  <rften  more  mtel- 
ligible,  to  the  mafs  of  mankind ;  and  it  was,  and  ought  to  be, 
of  higher  authority.  If,  therefore,  there  was  a  doubt  as  to 
the  real  meaning  of  the  A£k  of  Edward  IIL  he  had  no  ob- 
jedlion  to  a  parliamentary  declaration  of  the  law  in  that  re- 
fptA ;  what  that  declaradon.ihould  be  he  would  be  readv  to 
argue  hereafter.  For  the  fake  of  the  argument,  he  would  al- 
low, that  all  the  judgments  which  had  been  ^ivcn  by  die 
judges  were  correal ;  and  then  he  would  maintain,  that  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  had  not  proved,  that  this  Bill  was 
not  a  material  alteration  of  the  law  of  the  land,  l>ut  that  he 
would  not  enter  into  at  that  moment,  but  merely  obferve,  that 
his  learned  friend's  arguments  upon  that,  as  well  as  other 
points,  had  not  at  all  been  anfwered.  Whether  the  point  was 
to  be  given  up,  he  did  not  know;  but  u  it  flood  at  prefenr, 
it  made  confpiracy  to  levy  war  a  fubftantive  treifon. 
(The  Attorney  General  explained,  that  it  only  put  under 
this  defcription  a  confpiracy  to  levy  a  dired  war,  and  not  to- 
levy  an  indirect  war).  Then,  continued  Mr.  Fox,  the 
point  is,  gained ;  if  in  fome  inftances  it  ntade  a  confpiracy 
to  levy  war  a  fubftantive  treafon,  and  in  others  not,  it  was 
evident  that  a  material  inovation  had  been  made.  With  re- 
fycSt  to  the  conftrudion  of  the  law  of  Edward  IIL  he  had 
always  thought,  from  what  he  had  read  from  Hale,  from 
Fofter,  and  other  authorities,  and  he  had  read  their  works 
with  attention,  that  the  point  was  clear,  particularly  the 
cafe  of  a  Qiecial  verdi£l.  He  conceived  that  when  there 
were  charges  of  levying  dire6l  war^  ftated  as  high  treafon, 
for  depofuig  the  King,  they  were  always  ftated  in  that  ws^y, 

that 
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tliat  they  were  overt  a£b,  to  prore  the  intention  of  com- 
paffing  sukI  imagining  the  death  of  the  King ;  and,  upon  tiiat^ 
the  queftion  came  to  this ;    Whether  fuch  ads   prove  the 
c^mpaffing  or  imagiaing  I    If  that  levying  of  war  be  of  itfelf 
treafon  without  tl^  compaffing  or  imagining,  then  a  verdi<!it 
jthat  the  defendant  did  fo  confpire,  and  levy  war  without  fay- 
ing one  word  of  the  compaffing  or  imagining,  would  be  a 
complete  verdid;    and  whatever  the  opinion  of  the  Jury 
might  be  with  refpeiS    to  the  imagining  the  death  ot  the 
King  the  crime  would   be  complete.      He  would  a(k  the 
learned  gentleman  one  queftion.  Would  he  boldly  maintain 
Aat  judgment  could  pafs  upon  a  defendant  for  high  treafon  ? 
Suppofe  A.  anJ  Bw  had  conf^ired  to  levy  war  againft  the 
King,  and  with  boftile  arms  proceeded  to  depofe  the  King, 
and  chat  the  jury  ox|  the  trial  mould  find  the  confpiracy  and 
the  appearing  in  hoftile  arms>  but  ibould  find  that  diere  was 
iio  intention  of  putting  the  King  -to  death,  would  the  learn- 
ed gendeman  then  iay  that  judgment  (hould  follow  againft 
the  defendants  for  high  treafon  as  a  confequence  ai  law  front 
tha^  verdiA  ?     If  the  learned  gentleman   would  boldly  fay 
this,  then  he  would  allow  that  his  conflrudion  of  the  law 
of  treafon  was  n  bad,  and  the  learned  gentleman's  a  good 
^nftrudion^     tndeoi,  he  believed  the  learned    gentleman 
would  not  maintain  tl^at  do£krine ;  and  be  bdieved  too^  that 
the  very  eflenc^  of  the  crime  of  high  treafon  was  that  of  com- 
paffine  and  imagining  the  death  of  the  King  s  and  that  if  the 
jury  md  not  find  the  compaffing  and  imagining  the  death,  the 
verdi£l  would  be  null  and  void.      Such  be  mainuined  was 
the  law  at  prefent ;  but  if  the  Bill  palTed,  that  would  not  be 
the  Jaw  i  tt^en  the  law  would  be,  that  the  bare  finding  of  fuch 
verdid,  as  he  had  ftated,  would  be  fuflicient  to  convid  any 
perfon  of  high  treafon :    aiyl  he  would  maintain,  that  it  was 
^tremely  material  to  attend  to  that  diftindion.    The  fubje^l 
ought  to  be  protedted  in  his  rights  upop  all  occafions ;  the 
tioufe  fliould,  tl^erefore,  be  ei^tremely  cautious  in  agreeing  to 
any  thii^  that  encroached  upon  them  ;    but,  above  all,  in 
cafes  of  high  treafon ;    ti\ey  ibould  not  forget  that»  as  the 
(rime  of  qjgh  treafon  yf2is  a  cringe  to  which  the  higheft  pe^ 
palty  was  attached,  it  was  alfo  a  crime  in  which  the  power 
qf  the  ms^iftrate  ought  to  be  lool^ed  at  with  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  jealoufy.    In  all  other  charges  made  by  the  crown 
againft  its  fubjeds,  the  chief  magiftrate  had  no  diftin£bin- 
terell  in  the  convi^ion,  but  in  the  charge  of  high  treafon,  he 
was  to  be  fwayed  bv  coniiderations  of  a  perfonal  nature*  and 
t^nce  bad  fprung  all  the  regulations  of  giving  to. the  accufed 
^  t.  2     -  a  lift 
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a  lift  of  the  jurors,  atid  the  witneiles,  and  all  the  varioui 
Other  checks  which  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  had  pro^ 
vided.  Thcfc  were  not  jealoufies  of  his  own,  ftated  for  the 
purpofe  of  fupporting  the  debate,  they  were  je?loufies  of  ihc 
law  of  the  land,  jealoufies  which  had  been  ihcwn  in  a  variety 
ofinftances,  conttitutional  jealoyfies,  that  ought  to  be  con -^ 
fidered  attentively  by  that  Houfe.  They  ought  ftill  further, 
to  be  careful  how  they  proceeded  in  a  mcafuie  that  abridged 
the  fun^Wons  of  a  jury  J  ind^p^^ndent  of  other  confiderations, 
the  Bill'  v/ould  make  a  formidable  invaiion  of  the  law  :  the 
jury  woqld  not  hereafter  have  to  confider  the  mi«.d  of  the 
perfbti  accufcd  j  they  w6uld  have  nothing  to  tiy  but  the  faft 
ftated  in  the  indiSment ;  the  reft  would  be  mere  inference 
of  law ;  and  although  the  jury  ih  mid  negative  the  intention 
of  putting  the  King  to  death,  yet  judgment  mud  pafs  upon 
the  defendant. 

Mr.  Fox  '(lightly  adverted  to  the  hiftory  of  the  two 
a£l8,  the  ftatute  of  Edward  JII.  and  that  of  Charles  II. 
which  were  referred  to  by  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  as^ 
the  precedents  that  made  the  foundation  of  the  prcfent  mea- 
fure.  The  ftatute  of  Edward  HI.  wa>  the  old  conftitutional 
law  of  treaion.  Its  introdudipn  had  freed  the  jurifprudencQ 
of  the  country  from  much  uncertainty,  and  it  had  in  no  in- 
liiftance  been  deviated  from  in  later  times  without  produc- 
ing confiderable  mifchief«  The  other  ASt  was  brought  in 
ac  the  period  of  the  reftoration,  when  the  people  were 
wearied' of  the  evils  they  had  fufFered  under  the  former  ufur- 
pation,  and  were  willing  to  throw  all  th^ir  liberties  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown- ' 

Let  the  Houfe  look  at  the  ftatutes,  and  recoiled  the  pre-r 
vailing  fpirjt  of  that  day.  They  would  find  that  parliamenly 
vhich  the  prefcnt  was  about  to  imitate,  giving  to  the  King  a 
power  to  raifc  a  military  of  his  own,  and  money  to  pay  them, 
which  was  to  be  appljed  afterwards  without  the  confent  of 
parliament.  I'hey  gave  to  the  king  the  power  which  they 
ought  to  have  kept  in  their  own  hands ;  a  fcandalous  negli- 
gence, and  for  which  the  people  fufFered  nioft  deplorably. 
I'hat  reign  was  a  dreadful  one  to  the  people  i  infamous  and 
deteftable  as  that  reign  had  been,  if  there  was  any  one  pare 
of  it  that  called  for  the  execration  of  the  hiftorian  more  than 
the  reft,  it  was  on  the  public  profecutions  that  had.  beeti  in- 
ftituted  in  the  courfe  of  it.  Englifhmen  had,  indebd^  the 
happinefs  to  feel  that  juftice  had  been  adminiftered  in  this 
country  for  a  century  paft  in  a  better  manner  than  perhaps  in 

anjf 
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any  other  country  upon  earth  for  tbc^  fame  period  ;  they  ought. 
neyerxhelefs  to  take  care  not  to  copy  the  fort  of  la  ws  that  were 
«naded  in  thofe  aboii^inable  times  oif  blind  fuhmiflion.  Tney 
weie  about  to  adopt  laws  ftmiiar  to  thofe  pafled  in  one  period 
of  our  hiftory :  What  period  ?  the  period  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  IL  that  period  which  of  all  our  hiftory  was  moft 
abominable  and  icandalous  in  the  admini Aration  of  juiiice  ; 
the  moft  fcandalous,  perhaps,  in  the  world,  under  all  the 
circumftances  of  it.  1  o  refort  at  this  time  to  fuch  a  period 
for  a  precedent ! — [Here  an  honobrabic  member  gr^ned  fo 
loudly  as  to  interrupt  the  fpeech.  Mr.  Erfkine  called  to 
order,  and  faid,  that  if  tha^  gentleman  was  not  filent,  he 
£bou}d  infifl  on  having  his  name  called  from  the  Chair.  J 

The  5^^^<r /aid,  he  had  obferved,  with  extreme  concern, 
an  individual  member  behave  in  a  very  improper  manner ;  he 
hoped  be  would  rec.eive  an  admonition  from  tne  Chair.  If  be 
interrupted  again^  he  (hould  give  dire^^ions  tor  the  ftanding 
order  to  be  read,  and  then  he  Ihould  be  under  the  neccffityof 
making  a  complaint  againft  that  member;  and,  if  that  com- 
plaint was  well  founded  in  the  opinion  of  the^  houfe,  that 
member  would  fall  under  the  high  difpieafure  of  the  houfe, 

Mr.  Fox  rei'umed  hrs  argument,  tie  was  dcfiring  the 
houfe,  he  faid,  to  compare  the  adminiftration  of  the  law  at 
the  period  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  and  that  which  they 
ought  to  follow,  to  prove  that  the  one  ought  to  be  the  re- 
verie of  the  other.  With  regard  to  the  reign  of  Charles  II, 
one  of  its  moft  remarkable  features  was,  that  the  names 
of  thofe  who  periihed  on  the  Icaffoid  tor  high  treafon,  were 
among  thofe  that  were  moft  dear  to  the  recolle(5lion  of  £n- 
gliihmen.  He  knew  that  Sydney  and  RufTel  were  not,  in* 
deed,  tried  by  the  ftatute  which  he  had  alluded  to,  the  lime 
being  expired  Mrithin  which  that  law  allowed  them  to  be 
acctded,  but  thofe  eminent  men  perished  on  the  fcaftbJd  for 
high  treafon.  He  faid  this  to  (hew  the  general  fpirit  of  jurif* 
prudence  that  governed  this  country  at  that  period,  and  dif- 
graced  that  reign.  I'hofe,  therefore,  who  admired  that 
reign,  were  not  to  look  to  itsminifiers  or  its  judges,  but  to 
thofe  who  expired  on  the  fcaftbld  for  high  treafon.  1  he  law 
Dvhich  then  vvas  enforced,  was  fuch  as  the  law  under  conftdcr- 
ation  was  propofed  to  be ,  it  expired,  however,  with  the 
prince  for  whom  it  was  brought  forward.  Richard  I  [.  was 
aifo  a  prince  for  whom  fuch  a  law  was  enacted,  and  foon  after 
hewasdepofed  and  aflaflinated.  Charles  11.  had  a  long,  and, 
as  fome  faid,  a  flourifhing  reign  ;  but  it  was  net  flour iftiing 
|n  the  mind  of  any  man  who  really  knew  what  a  flouriftiing 
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reign  was.  Wsls  there  anyone  who  looked  to  the  hifiory 
of  thofe  times,  to  the  unprincipled  policy  of  the  Court,  and 
ths  open  profligacy  of  public  meafuresj  who  did  not  con-* 
iider  it  as  a  blemim  on  the'Englifh  cbarader,  and  a  reproach 
to  the  fpirit  of  our  anceftors,  that  the  reign  of  that  monarch 
was  fufFered  to  be  protraAed  till  the  period  of  his  natural  life  ) 
Were  thofe  aufpicious  limes,  to  derive  a  precedent  for  their 
prrfent  conduct  ? 

Two  reafons  had  been  adduced  in  favour  of  the  Bill^  Th# 
firft  he  Ihould  difpofe  of  very  (hortly.  It  was  faid  to  be  a  de« 
ciaration  of  the  meaning  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  A 
declaratory  a£l  it  could  not  be,  becaufe  a  declaratory  aA 
mud  be  plain  and  fimple;  and,  indeed,  that  part  of  the  cafe 
bad  not  been  ferioufly  inflifed  upon  by  the  learned  gentleman. 
The  other  reafon  was,  the  general  prevalence  of  libels ;  and 
of  the  truth  of  this  much  had  been  faid  about  the  dtfpoiition 
ef  fome  people  to  treat  all  authority  with  contempt.  It  wa^ 
true  that  a  ftone  had  been  thrown  at  his  Majefty  ;  but  who-* 
ever  attended  to  fpeeches  upon  that  fubject,  would  find  ho5i|p 
fmall  a  part  of  the  people  were  concerned  in  that  outrage,  or 
tin£tured  with  the  difpofition  he  had  jufl  maintained. '  Th6 
a6l,  every  body  knew,  was  an  odious  and  a  deteftable  one  ; 
ought  the  whole  people  of  England  however  to  be  depriveq 
of  their  rights  on  account  of  that  a6t  ? 

The  learned  gentleman,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  bad  adverted 
to  what  pafTed  at  the  Old  Bailey  lafl  year.  If  the  temper  ot 
fome  of  the  people  had  been  feen  to  be  fo  dangerous  at  that 
time,  it  was  extraordinary  that  the  meafures  then  pro*  ' 
pofcd  had  not  been  propofed  fooner.  The  truth  was,  minif- 
ters  had  not  an  opportunity  to  fuit  their  views  till  juft  at  pre* 
fent :  they  took  the  advantage  of  the  generous  indignation  o£ 
thcjKople  at  the  atrocious  outrage  offered  to  his  Majefty,  aiid[ 
under  pretence  of  providing  againfl  a  fimilar  outrage,  were 
going  to  depriv,e<he  people  of  their  rights,  ^hey  turned  the. 
beft  pafEons  of  the  people  of  England  into  a  delufion,  in  ordet 
to  deprive  them  of  their  dearefl  interefls.  He  was  juflified 
in  faying  this,  elfe  why  had  not  the  Bill  been  brought  forward 
fooner  ?  He  could  fa^  much  more  upon  that  topic,  but  that 
he  deemed  it  unnecefnry,  after  the  very  able  and  eloquent 
maimer  in  which  it  had  been  treated  by  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend,  (Mr.  Erfkine.)  With  refped  to  thofe  trials, 
the  learned  gentleman  contended  that  they  bad  proved  mndi, 
and  that,  notwithfianding  the  peribns  indided  bad  been  ac- 
quitted, the  trials  were  calculated  to  produce  a  confiderable 
eiFe£l  on  the  public  mind.  So  they  certainly  had,  but  not 
the  fort  of  effcSt  the  learned  gentleman  would  infinuate.    In 
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that  acquittal  he,  for  one,  had  already  declared,  that  he  mpfk 
exulted,  and  he  (hould  ever  continue  to  exult.  That  acquitul, 

.in  his  view  of  the  fubjedt,  tended  to  produce  an  impreffionof 
the  happieft  kind.  If  there  were  men  to  whom  the  conilitu* 
tion  had  begun  to  appear  odious,  that  acquittal  muft  have 
foftened  their  animofity,  and  difpofed  them  to  regard  it  with  a 
friendly  eye ;  if  there  were  others  wavering  in  their  fenti- 
ments,  it  muft  have  had  the  e(Fe(^  to  revive  their  attachment, 
and  confirm  them  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  more  than  all  the 

.  penal  laws  that  the  legiflature,  could  enafi  in  a  century.  .  Even 
if  thofb  pcrfons  who  had  been  tried  entertained  opinions 
hoftile  to  the  eonftitution,  and  he  did  not  deny  that  in  the 
fucieties  there  were  fome  men  of  that  defcription,  ftill  he 
confidered  it  as  a  glorious  event  for  the  eonftitution  itfelf,  that 
thofe  perfons  had  been  acquitted,  tidy  more,  if  men, 
whofe  fentiments  were  hoftile  to  the  conmtution,  had  found 
refuge  from  that  Rti&  and  impartial  juftice  which  it  adminis- 
tered to  all  i  fuch  an  event  he  could  not  but  coniider  as  cal-. 
culated  to  convert  difaffedion  and  enmity  into  admiration  and 
applaufe.  This  he  bclievpd  to  be  the  real  efkH  of  thefe 
trials,  although  the  learned  gentleman  made  ufe  of  them  in 
his  argument,  in  order  to  (hew  a  fpirit  of  difaifeclion  to  the 
eonftitution  in  a  confiderable  part  of  the  people. 

With  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  Bill  before  the  houfe, 
that  which  regarded  the  penalty  of  mifdemeanor,  it  called  for 
animadverfion  as  it  referred  to  an  oiFence  more  likely  to  occur 
often  than  the  oiFence  of  high  treafon.  The  learned  gen- 
tieman  had  urged,  that  it  did  not,  in  the  flrft  inftance,  create 
new  mifdemeanors ;  he  did  not  know  that  it  did;  this,  howe- 
ver, he  knew,  that  it  defined  that  to  be  a  mifdemeanor  on  the 
fecond  offence,  which,  by  the  law,  as  it  flood,  was  fubjedt 
ouly  10  the  penalty  of  miCdemeanor,  to  the  penalty  of  felony, 
although  it  ihould  not  be  ftated  in  an  indidtment  to  be  a  felo- 
ny. He  wiihed  to  know,  whether  the  provifion  in  the  late 
Libel  Bill  would  be  allowed  to  apply  to  the  new  law ;  or 
whether  the  Bill  was  not  to  renew  the  ufurpation  of  Judges 
upon  the .  old  law,  and  deprive  the  jury  of  the  privilege  of 
examining  into  the  intention  of  the  accufcd,  and*from  that 
intention  to  find  their  verdidt;  or,  were  they  to  be  left  tA 
find  the  dry  matter  of  fa£i,  and  all  the  reft  was  to.be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Court,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  mere  matter  of  law? 
The  moft  material  part  of  the  cafe  in  this  view  was  that  which 
fubjeAed  a  man  for  the  fecond  mifdemeanor  to  traufportation. 
How  the  learned  gentleman  would  anfwer  this  he  could 
not  tell,. but  he  was  fure  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  human 
ikiU  and  ability   to  anfwer  it  fatisfadtorily.      His  learned 
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friend  (Mr.  Erflcinc)  had  obferved,  that  this  defcription  of. 
offence  was  fo  wide  and  genera^  that  by  applying  a  fentencd 
of  equal  fcvcrity  whenever  an  offence  was  repealed,  the  fame 
panifhment  might  be  made  to  include  the  moft  venial  errors^ 
and  the  blackeft  crimes?  It  was  a  great  principle  of  ju (lice, 
that  the  puniflimcnt  (hould  be  proportionate  to  the  offence; 
but  by  the  regula'ion  propofe^,  this  principle  would  be  en- 
tirely defeated.  Would  the  learned  gentleman  fay,  that  by  the 
analogy  of  law  a  tomparativediftinfiion  could  be  made  be-- 
tween  the  fcond  mifdemeanor  and  the  firft  ?  Was  it  not  effen- 
tial)  that  the  diffin£Uoa  (hould  be  kept  up  between  a  mifde-' 
meanor  and  a  felony  ?  And  was  it  not  effential  that  there 
fiiould  be  a  proportion  between  the  punifliment  for  one  and 
another  mifdemeanor?  There  were  fome  mifdemeanors  of  (a 
flight  a  nature,  that  though  a  thoufand  times  repeated,  they 
would  nof,  in  point  of  enormity,  be  equal  to  one  6f  a  more 
feriou?^  defcription.  Under  the  head  of  mifdemeanors  wa» 
defined  whatever  miglit  tend  to  excite  hatred  and  contempt 
againft  the  Conftitution.  He  who  complained  Of  the  inequa- 
lity of  the  reprcfentation,  amf,  in  illuftration  of  his  argument 
in  fupport  of  a  reform  in  Parliament,  referred  to  a  borough: 
fo  and  fo  fituated,  might,  from  the  operation  of  this  Bill^  b& 
lent  to  Botany  Bay  for  feven  years. 

"  I   wifli  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  you  had  made  it  death;    the 
pimifliment  would  not  have  been  more  fevere;  and  your  law 
would  be  better  underftood  by  if.      Compare  this  with  the' 
moft  atrocious  mifdemeanor  in  cafes  that  are  not  political. 
Suppckfc  a  man  be  convided  of  an  affault,  with  intent  to  kilf 
his  ovrn  father,  and  repeats  it  as  often  as  imagination  can 
fugeeft,  fiill  he  will  be  punifhed  as  for  a  mifdemeanor  only> 
which  is  fine  and  imprifonmcnt :  but  if  he  be  guilty  twice  of 
infifting  on  the  propriety  of  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  hemuft 
be  puniftied  with  tranfportation  to  Botany  Bay.     I  haveftated 
this  cafe  in  the  extreme,  to  fbew  you  the  enormous  dlfpropor- 
tion  which  this  Bill  creates  in  the  punifbment  of  offences." 
It  was  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  he  faid,  that  mifdemeanor 
ihould  be  piinidicd  by  a  difcretii-nary  fentencc,  and   that  it 
(hould  ftand  dift:n<rt  from   felony;  a  thoufand  n»iidemeanors 
could  not,  by  the  fpirit  and  genms  of  the  law  of  England, 
atnounc  to»  or  be  punilhed  as,  a  felony.     That  was   to  con- 
found all  the  principles  of  our  law.     The  fort  of  punifhment 
which  the  Bill  enaded  for  mifdemeanors  was  for  the  firfl:  time 
liitroduccd  iruo  the  country  from  the  pretended  law  of  Scot- 
lafid  ;  thouiih  fuch  was  the  honor  with  which  Englifhmen  re- 
garded it^  that  \\he.",  fomc  ti.uc  finee,  it  hud  bten  prtfented 
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to  their  minds,  it  excited  an  univerfal  fenttment  of  indigna- 
tion. He  called  it  **  pretended  law  ;*'  for  he  would  never  fo 
far  degrade  Scotland,  as  to  fuppofe  it  could  really  be  the  law 
of  that  country.  Had  any  want  of  efFed,  he  afked^  been 
experienced  from  puniOiments  formerly  infli<^ed,  becaufe  they, 
were  not  fafficiently  fevere  i  He  adverted  to  the  cafe  of  Muir 
and  Palmer,  men  of  enlightened  minds,  of  refpc£lable  rank. 
in  focicty,  of  irreproachable  morals,  who,  becaufe  they  ex- 
preiled  themfelves  warmly  with  vefpeQ  to  what  they  confider- 
ed  ^o  be  grievances,  were  fent  to  Botany  Bay,  to  aiTociate, 
Qot  merely  with  the  loweft  of  men  in  point  of  rank,  but . 
with  a  defcription  of  perfons  fo  degraded  and  abandoned,  that 
the  neceflity  of^aflbciating  with  them  under  any  circum- 
ftances,  was  a  deep  difgrace  and  muft  itfelf  conftitute  a  con* 
iiderable  puniihment.  What  eSc&  did  Minifters  pretend  to 
Qiy  that  had  produced?  Had  it  produced  a  greater  reverence 
for  the  laws,  or  occafioned  a  ceiFdtion  of  thofe  libels  which 
were  the  fubjed  of  complaint  ?  No,  for  they  were  told  that 
libels  had  increafed  fince  that  period  a  thoufand  fold.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  had  produced  thofe  efFe^,  what  neceffity 
was  there  to  refort  to  new,  meafures  ?  If  it  had  failed,  did  not 
experience  demonftrate  the  futility  of  again  having  recourfe 
toafimilar  policy?  It  was  faidthat  in  Scotland,  where  thofe 
meafures  had  been  adopted,  no  difcontent  exifled.  He  be- 
lieved the  cafe  was  quite  the  reverfe,  and  that  the  difcontenc 
really  felt  in  that  quarter  was  not  the  lefs  becaufe  the  expref*  ^ 
fions  of  it  had  been  fubdued  by  the  terror  of  fevere  and  unr 
warrantable  puniihment.  If  the  ftate  of  Scotland  was,  as 
they  pretended,  they  ought  not  at  leafl  to  think  of  extending  the 
peiolties  of  the  Bill  to  that  country.  The  beft  way  to  attach 
the  people  to  the  Conftitution,  would  be  to  preferve  the  mild- 
oe(s  of  its  laws.  Could  the  honourable  gentleman,  or  any  of  his 
learned  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  point  out  an  inftance  of 
inch  a  punifhment  as  that  which  was  propofed  by  the  Bill  ? 
He  warned  them  againft  the  policy  of  multiplying  new  codes 
of  penal  laws,  and  of  accumulatme  oppreffive  reftridions, 
beyond  what  the  temper  of  the  people  could  bear?  That  they 
bad  been  told,  that  the  Correfponding  and  other  focieties  did 
Hich  and  fuch  things ;  and  he  was  applied  to  on  a  former 
sight,  by  an  honourable  gentlemai),  who  faid,  that  he  avoided 
ftating  his  opinion  upon  thofe  focieties.  He  did  net  avoid 
fiating  his  opinion.  That  honourable  gentleman  had  afkid 
him,  what  thefe  focieties  meant  ?  To  that  queftion  he  had 
anfwered,  that  he  could  n^t  deciflvely  fay,  becairie  he  believed 
there  were  /ome  in  that  fociety  who  meant  one  thing  and* 
Vox..  11.  1795.  ,      M    '  fomc 
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fome  another.  He  had  difl:in<3Jy  faidl^  that  there  might  be  a 
kw  perfons  in  thofe  focTeties  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution,  but  the 
greaternumbcr  he  believed  to  be  ffncere  in  the  obje^  ivhich 
rfjey  profeffed  5  aparliamentary  Reform.  That  there  might  not 
be  others  who  had  dilFerent  views  he  did  not  deny ;  but  he 
could  not  feparate  the  whole  from  a  part ;  and  therefore  in  the 
mafs  he  gave  them,  as .  he  thought  he  oughtt  credit  for  the 
fincerity.of  tbei**  profeffions.  Such  he  (hould  always  give  t<y 
large  bodies  of  peopte.  There  had  been  long  eftablifbed  ii\ 
this  town  a  (baiety  againft  what  are  called  republicans  arhd 
kvelleis.  What  was  his  opinion  of  that  fociety  ?  The  fame 
as  his  opinion  was  of  the  Correfponding  Society ;  that  they 
were  in  a  mafs  fihcere  in  what  they  profefled ;  that  they  were 
in  favour  of  the  conftitution.  Did  he  believe  that  one  of  them 
wanted  to  overturn  the  monarchy  of  this  country,  and  the 
other  to  make  it  abfolute  ?  No  fuch  thing ;  he  gave  them  each 
credit  for  being  fincere  in  prefcrving  the  conftitution  ;  the  one 
dreading  one  event,  the  other  dreading  the  oppofite  event. 
He  knew  none  of  the  leaders  of  thfc  Corresponding  Society ; 
he  however  knew  the  leading  Member  of  the  Society  againiV 
Republicans  and  Levellers ;  he  knew  Mr.  Reeves.  He  knew 
he  had  publifbed  libels  after  libels,  attacking  the  conftitution; 
that  he  had,  year  after  year^  circulated  fuch  publications ; 
that  he  had  circulated  a  pamphlet,  a  dire£t  libel  ohthathoufey 
in  which  it  was  faid  that  rotten  boroughs,  extravagant  courts, 
felfifli  minifters,  and  corrupt  majorities  were  eOential  to  the 
well-being  of  the  conftitution  of  the  country.  The  conclu- 
fion  to  be  drawn  from  fuch  abominable  doctrine,  he  did  not 
afcribe  to  every  man  in  that  fociety;  the  greater  number  he 
believed  to  have  united,  in  order  to  guard  the  Conftitution 
againft  a  danger,  which  they  fuppofod  to  be  prefling  and  im-, 
minent.  The  few  who  took  advantage  of  their  fears  for  the 
conftitution,  in  order  to  forward  their  own  defigns  for  its  de- 
ftrudlion;  of  thofe  he  judged  from  their  adions.  He  knew 
that,  with  refpe£t  to  thofe  focieties,  there  were  violent  opi- 
iiions  on  both  fides ;  but  he  faw  Mr.  Reeves*s  fociety  vkith  as 
^uch  induftry,  and  with  more  means,  becaufe  tvith  more 
money,  circulating  fuch  do6^rines  as  were  contained  in  the 
fentence  he  had  juft  quoted ;  he  fav^  circulated  by  the  fame 
authority  a  book  called  John  Bull  to  Thomas  Bull^  and  he  favr 
fuch  dOOTines  accompanied  with  incendiary  hand^billsagainftr 
thi  Protcftant  Diflenters,  and  fraught  with  every  fpecies  of 
grcfs  and  inflammatory  mifreprefentation.  He  few,  on  the 
oiher  hand,  libels  afchbed  to  the  Correfponding  Society,  fo 
monftrcu«,  that  be  could  only  compare  them  wi^  the  others 
■i  •  to 
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to  which  he  had  referred  ;  with  this  diflf^rence,  that  when  it 
was  propoTtd  to  enquire  into  their  authenticitV)  the  proof  was 
denied.  He  would  fay^  therefore,  that  thofe  who  proftl&d 
that  they  had  no  other  aim  but  a  reform  of  Parliament  were 
in  earned  in  the  mafs,  as  he  faid  of  the  Society  againft 
Repubhcans  and  Levellers,  and  he  faw  no  ground  for  a  Par* 
liamentary  provifion  againft  the  mafs  of  cither  focitty, 
although  individuals  among  the  members  of  each  of  them 
might  deferve  cenfure. 

His  two  principal  objedions  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Fox  repeated 
it,. were  that  it  narrowed  the  power  of  the  jury  in  cafes  of 
treiifon,  and  that  it  provided  for  mifdemeanours  a  new  punifli- 
ment,  which  would  apply  with  undiftinguifhed  feverity  to  the 
greatcft  and  leaft  degrees  of  delinquency.     The  honourable 

{rentleman  had  ftated  the  increafed  and  increaftng  number  of 
ibels  as  a  juftification  of  the  prefent  bill ;  fome  of  thefe  libels, 
he  under  It  ood,  had  been  puniflied  pretty  feverely ;  and  the 
publifliersy  who  might  have  been  in  their  beds  at  the  time  the 
books  were  fold,  and  who  at  any  rate  had  only  been  in  the 
exercifs  of  their  bufmefs,  without  being  aware  that  they  were 
committing  a  breach  of  the  law,  had  been  confined  for  two 
or  three  y^ars.  Some  had  been  convi£led  on  the  oaths  of 
witnedes  notorioufiy  perjured.  One  man  had  been  convided  . 
and  punifhed  at  Mancheder,  on  the  oath  of  a  4)erfon  named 
Dun,  who  was  afterwards  proved  to  be  guilty  of  perjury,  and 
another  ur^on  the  fame  evidence  at  Lancafter. 

It  bad  been  faid  by  the  learned  gentleman  that  libels  were 
(b  numerous  that  they  could  no  longer  be  profecuted.  Was 
he  fatisficd  that  the  feverity  of  the  bill  would  infallibly  diminfli 
tlieir  numbers,  or  that  he  {hoi/ld  be  able  more  fafely  to  apply 
the  new  law  than  the  old  ?  if  there  was  a  fpirit  of  difcontent 
fo  widtly  difFufed  in  the  country',  and  ftill  likely  to  cncreafe, 
arifing,  as  he  verily  believed  from  the  bad  Adminiftration  of 
publick  affairs ;  and  as  the  honourable  gentleman  thought, 
from  the  obiUnacy  and  perverfenefs  of  ihe  people  ;  it  would 
be  proper,  in  orJer  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  evil,  to  fend 
whole  .fleets  of  libellers  tp  Botany  Bay.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  fpoken  of  libels  againft  the  King  and  other 
perfons.  His  opinion  was,  that  libelling  the  King  and 
individuals  had  not  been  fufficiently  punijhed.  He  would 
profecute,  with  the  utmoft  (everity,  all  libels  on  perfcnal 
charaSers,  with  whatever  party  they  were  connected.  The 
moft  exemplary  rigour  of  that  fo»t  he  would  connect  with 
equal  temperance  in  refpedt  to  libels  of  another  defcription.  - 
He  would  puni(h  whatever  reflected  on  the  dignity  or  the 
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Chief  Magiftrate,  or  the  fair  fame  of  individuals ;  but  all 
political  libels  he  would  leave  to  themfelves ;  difcuflions  on 
Government,  fo  far  ^s  they  did  not  interfere  with  private 
charad^er,  he  would  permit  to  pafs  entirely  unreftrained,  that 
was  the  way  to  make  the  prefs  refpe£)ful  and  ufeful ;  and  he  was 
convinced,  that  if  this  policy  had  been  adopted  fooner,  things 
would  not  have  been  in  the  fir  lation  in  which  they  were  at  pre- 
fent ;  but  fuch  was  not  theobjed  of  the  bill,  the  chief  point  which 
its  promoter  had  in  view  was  to  terrify  the  people  from  making 
fre?  with  him  under  the  name  of  government.  Mr.  Fox 
concluded  with  declaring  himfelf,  on  ths  whole,  againft  the 
principle  of  the  prefent  bill.  He  fhouU  therefore  vote  againft 
the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair.  If  another  bill  fhould  be 
brought  in  lefs  exceptionable  in  its  claufes,  and  better  calcu- 
lated to  anfwer  the  purpofe  in  view,  he  ihould  have  ho 
obje£iion  to  give  it  his  fupport. 

The  Majltr  of  the  Rolls  declared  himfelf  aftoniftied  at  the 
ftrain  of  argument  adopted  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe.  Was  he  to  underftand,  from  what  he  had 
juft  heard,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  judge,  under  an  accufa- 
tion  for  high  treafon,  to  ftate  to  the  jury,  that,  unlcfs  they 
were  fatisned  that  theperfon  or  perfons  accufed  actually 
intended  to  put  his  Majefiy  to  death,  it  was  their  duty,  under 
all  other  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  to  acquit  the  prifoner  of  a 
confpirjcy  to  levy  war  againft  him  ?  Would  the  jury  be 
authorifcd  to  tell  the  judge,  that,  though  they  were  fatisfied 
of  the  criminal  defign  and  confpiracy  of  the  prifoners  to  levy 
war  againft,  or  to  maim,  wound,  or  rcftrain  the  perfon  of  the 
King,  yet  they  were  innocent  of  the  crime  of  high  treafon  ? 
If  To,  the  crime  of  rebellion  was  only  a  mifdemeanour  :  and 
the  parties  whoentiered  into  the  confpiracy  to  bring  in  another 
Kin^,  might  be  vindicated  from  the  charge  of  a£tual]y  in<« 
tendmg  the  death  of  the  Monarch  on  the  throne.  That  was 
a  fort  of  doSrine  which  he  had  not  been  ufed  to  hear,  nor 
could  he  poffibly  aflent  to  iL  According  to  the  right 
honourable  gentlemen,  (Mr.  Fox,)  anaflault  upon  die  per&n 
of  the  King  was  to  be  tried  exaSly  on  the  fame  principles 
as  that  of  an  ailault  upon  any  other  perfon ;  and  becaufe  the 
mifcreant  who  aflaulted  the  King  might  not  aSually  have  in- 
tended his  death,  ther'efore  he  was  to  be  tried  only«  for  a 
mifdemeanour.  Was  there  a  judge  who  would  accept  of 
fuch  a  verdi£r,  or  ftate  the  crime  and  the  punifhment  in  the 
manner  which  had  been  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  that  evening? 
There  was  not  a  doubt  but  that  the  judgement  of  death 

would 
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would  pafson Tuch  convidlion  ;  to  fay  that  fuch  a  culprit  was 
not  guilty  of  compaiSng  the  death  of  the  King,  would  be 
expref'sly  to  contradiS  the  eftab)i(hed  law  of  the  land.  Was 
not  Lord  Lovat  found  guilty  of  high  treafon  wltf  n  he  wrote 
CO  the  Pretender,  and  told  him  where  beAoukiland?  He 
would  aflert,  that  at  no  time»  within  the  hiftory  of  the 
country,  had  fuch  a  dodlrine  been  broached,  till  within  the 
laft  twelve  months  ;  and  he  wiihed  to  know  how  the  reij^ning 
Monarchs  of  the  country  could  have  been  preferved  vnthout 
the  laws  had  made  fucif  a  provifion  for  their  fecurity  i  He  was 
fure  no  lawyer,  as  leaft  no  man  who  was  guided  in  his  own 
judgment  by  the  adjudications  of  the  Courts,  could  ferioufly 
maintain  that  do£brine.  If  that,  however,  was  the  law,  it 
was  high  time  that  fome  alteration  (hould  be  made  in  it;  for 
what  fecurity  could  there  exift  for  a  government,  if  it  was 
seceiTary  that  the  rebellion  fhould  be  actually  begun,  and 
perhaps  the  King  attacked  in  his  palace,  before  the  confpt- 
ratocs  could  be  indiSed  for  high  treafon  ? 

He  thought  it  neceflary  to  uate,  that  in  one  cafe,  and  one 
cafe  only,  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  might  be  confidered  as  aa 
cxtenfion  of  the  law  of  treafon,  as  enafted  by  the  a5th  of 
Edward  the  Thirds  It  had  not  hitherto  been  underftood  that 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  King  was  a  fubftantive  treafon  againfl: 
bis  perfon,  but  a  levying  of  war  againft  his  authority.  It 
was  true,  that  the  claufe  in  this  bill  would  include  every 
aft  committed  againft  the  regal  authority  of  the  King  ;  but 
every  other  article  which  it  contained,  was  at  this  moment 
treafon  by  the  exifting  law  of  the  land. 

The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  enforced  many  of  the  arguments 
of  the  Attorney  General  with  additional,  reafoning,  and 
denied  Mr.  Erflcine's  aflertion,  that  there  had  been  no  ex- 
planation of  the  Law  of  Treafons,  except  in  bad  times,  as  . 
well  as  that  there  had  been  no  explanation  of  it  fince  Mary 
reftored  the  Statute  of  Edward  in  its  original  form  and  con- 
Urudlion.  He  fuppofed  the  Learned  Gentlemen  had  been 
hurried  away  by  a  recolledion  of  the  a£ls  in  the  bloody  reign^ 
of  Henry  VIIL  for,  though  he  did  not  pretend  to  carry  the 
Statutes  in  his  head,  he  recolleded  an  explanation  or  extenfion 
of  the  Treafon  Laws  in  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  which  pafTed  foon  after  the  revival  of  the  Sutute  of 
Edward,  and  die  Preamble  of  which  he  begged  leave  to  read. 
Having  done  this  he  faid  he  would  come  to  better  times,  and 
afked,  whether  there  were  no  new  treafons  enaded  in  King 
William's  reign  after  the  Revolution  ?  Then,  as  at  prcfent 
kws  were  provided  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times  3  and 

the 
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the  third  and  ninth  of  King  William  ena£):ed  new  Treafons^ 
which,  though   at  this  time  unneceiTary,    were   then   &oth 
neceiTary  and  efFential.      In  fedion  3.  cap.    13.  of  Klng^ 
William,  it  is  cna^^ed^  that  if  any  pezfon  fend  arm«,  ftores, 

r  or  ammunition  to  the  French  King^  or  to  any  perfon  in 
France  for  his.ufe,  &c*  it  is  an  A  A  of  Hi^h  Treafon ;  and 
if  any  perfon  fend  goods  or  wares,  he  fhall  incur  the  penalties 
of  a  praemunire,  which  is,  to  be  imprifoned  for  life,  or  at  the 
pleaCure  of  the  King,  to  forfeit  all  his  goods  and  chattels  to 
the  ftate»    and  be  incapable  of  bringmg  any  adlion.    All 

,  perfons  correfponding  with  the  Pretender  were  declared  guilcy 
of  High  Treafon  ;  and  any  perfon  returning  from  France 
without  licence,  was  to  be  imprifoned  twelve  months  ;  while 
they  who  went  into  France  were  recognized  as  guilty  of 
Treafon.  The  ^th  of  the  fame  reign,  from  an  apprehenftoa 
of  papacy,  revived  thefe  regulations ;  and  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne, '  an  ad  was  pafTed,  which  is  ftill  in  force,  and 
by  which  a  young  man  (named  Matthews)  in  the  reign  oJF 
George  I.  was  executed.  That  ad  makes  any  perfon  guflty 
of  writing  or  printing,  to  deny  that  the  Parliament  has  4 
right  to  limit  the  fueceffion,  incur  the  penalties  of  High 
7>eafon.  If  thefe  laws  were  neccfla»y  then,  were  they  not 
fo  at  prefent,  when  the  King*s  riglH  of  government  is  not 
contrafted  with  that  of  another,  but  when  all  Kings  arc  ftated 
to  be  tyrants  ? 

The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  contended,  that 
it  was  abfurd  to  annex  the  punifliment  of  tranfportation  to  a 
mifdemeanour ;  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  not  aware 
that  perjury  was  puniihable  in  the  fame  way,  as  werelikewife 
fome  other  offences  on  the  fccond  convidion.  The  Right 
Honourable  Geiitleman  had  argued  as  if  there  was  a  diftindtior^ 
between  felony  apd  mifdemeanour,  when  forgery^  which  was 
treated  as  felony,  was,  down  to  the  year  1730,  treated  as  a 
mifdeameanour ;  at  prefent  it  was  felony,  without  benefit  of 
clergy.  The  quelHon  therefore  was,  what  was  the  enormity 
of  the  offence  of  confpiring  to  produce  a  hatred  and  contempt 

'  of  his  Maiefty's  perfon  and  government,  ^^hat  was  the  danger 
threatened  to  tte  ftate  by  it,  and  what  was  and  ought  to  be 
the  puniihment  ?  An  affault,  with  .^an  intent  to  rob,  was 
punifliable  with  tranfportation.  Tranfportation  was  no 
unknown  puniihment  in  our  law.  The  only  queftion  in 
order  to  apply  the  puniihment,  was  to  enquire  what  was  the 
enormity  of  the  offence,  and  what  was  the  canger  to  which  the 
ilate  was  expofedf  If  the  legifl^turc  faw  the  neccfSty  of 
adopting -a  remedy  againft  exifting  dangers,  it  became  high 
time  to  declare  and  ena£t  what  might  be  confidered  a  fufficient 
/  protedion 
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prote<S>ion  to  the  confticuted  authorities.  In  the  heft  of 
times,  fuch  laws  had  been  made,  whenever  the  exijrency  of 
afFairs  required  tt«  It  remained  then  for  gentlemen  to  con- 
fider  whether  the  King  of  Great  Britain  could  be  fafe  if 
people  were  fulFcred  to  do  things  which  had  an  evident  ten- 
oency  to  ondanger  his  perfon  and  authority.  Sir  Richard 
concluded  by  declaring  that  he  fliould  vote  for  the  commit- 
ment of  the  bill. 
The  Houfe  divided  upon  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

jfyes  -  -         203 

J^oes  «  •  4O 

Majority  163 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee^  Mr. 
Serjent  in  the  chair. 

Upon  that  part  of  the  firft  claufe  of  the  bill  which  enai9sa 
that  it  fhall  continue  in  force  during  the  life  of  his  Majeftyv 
and  until  die  end  of  the  firft  feffion  of  Parliament  after  his^ 
deceafe, 

Sir  fyilFiam  Tiungs  faid^  be  thought  the  provifions  of  this 
bill  fo  neceflary,  not  only  at  this  particular  juncture,  but  as 
general  regulations,  that  he  fhould  move  to  leave  out  the 
words,  *^  during  the  life  of  his  Majcfty;''  in  order  to  render 
the  bill  permanent. 

•  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  although  he 
agreed  with  the  Honourable  Baronet  that  the  bill  was  of  a 
nature  which  might,  without  any  violation  of  the  conftitution, 
or  infringement  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  be  made  per- 
manent, yet,  as  it  was  framed  for  the  purpofe  of  meeting  a 
temporary  exigency,  and  as  it  was  copied  from  precedents  in 
diflferent  reigns,  which  were  temporary  regulations,  he  rather 
differed  in  opinion  with  the  Honourable  Baronet,  as  to  the 
proper  time  of  its  djracion.  Another  motive  which  induced 
him  to  oppofe  this  alteration  was,  that  the  bill  had  been  kni 
down  from  the  Lords  with  the  claufe  fo  framed ;  and,  unlefs 
there  were  ftf  ong  reafons,  he  (hould  be  averfe  to  any  amend- 
inents  which*  might  protra£l  the  bill's  paffing.  If  at  the  end 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  d^rtermination  of  this  a£^,  it  fhould 
be  found  proper  and  advifeabie  to  continue  its  provifions, 
f  which  he  thought  mighjt  probably  prove  to  be  tte  cafe)  it 
would  be  perfedly  competent  to  the  Parliament  to  continue  the 
a£l.  With  refped  to  the  horrid  and  diabolical  idea,  which. it  had 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  debate  been  faid  might  inter  into 
the  minds  of  fome  men,  of  aiming  at  the  life  of  the  Sovereigns 
in  order  to  terminate  this  bill,  that  was  provided  againft  by 

the 
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tbe  claufe,  that  it  fliould  continue  in  force  until  the  end  of  th9 
firft  fefEon  of  Parliament  after  a  demife  of  the  Crown.  Fpr 
thefe  reatons,  therefore,  although  he  agreed  in  the  general 
opinion  of  the  Bill  with  the  honourable  Baronet,  he  wiihed 
bim  to  reconfider  his  propofed  amendment. 

Mr.  Stanley  declared,  that  fo  far  from  wifhin^  to  extend 
ti^e  feverity  of  the  Bill,  he  was  anxious  to  limit  its  duration^ 
and  therefore  he  would  piopofe  to  confine  it*  to  three  years,'  in 
the  fanie  manner  as  they  did  the  Bill  againft  Seditious  Meet- 
ings ;  for  which  purpofe  he  made  a  motion,  on  which  he  flated 
that  he  would  take  the  fenftof  the  Committee. 

The  Chancelbr^ofthe  Exchequer  being  called  on  tore-inftate 
Ixis  arguments  in  favour  of  the  firft  claufe,  obferved  that  it 
was  nccdiefs,  he  believed,  to  gratify  the  importunity  of  feve- 
ral  gentlemen  at  prefent;  but  if  thofe  to  whom  he  had  more 
particularly  addrefled  himfelf  (the  Oppofitioit)  were  then  in 
the  Houfe,  difcharging  their  duty  in  Parliament,  on  account 
of  whofe  abfence  the  minifter  and  his  friends  muft  exert 
Ihemfelves  to  render  the  Bill  as  perfe£l  as  poffible,  he  would 
certainly,  if  requefted,  recapitulate  his  arguments.  To  thofe 
who  had  not  properly  attended  to  what  he  mentioned,  be 
apprehended  any  recapitulation  would  only  tend  to  delay  the 
proceedings  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Barham  faid,  he  approved  of  the  prefent  Bills,  not  as  ' 
permanent  regulations,  but  as  piovifions  neceflary  for  the  exi«> 
gency  of  the  moment.  So  far  was  he  from  wiihing  to  pro* 
trad  the  exigence  of  the  Bill,  he  ihould  be  glad  if  it  were 
only  to  continue  in  force  one  year.  He  was  fully  fenfible  of 
the  danger  which  threatened  the  conftitution  at  thistimcy  but 
he  did  not  wifli  to  fee  the  two  Bills  made  a  part  of  tbe  regu- 
lar law  of  the  country.  He  diought  it  by  no  means  a  juft 
tribute  to  His  Majefty  to  fay,  |hat  he  required  thofe  guards 
and  fecurities  for  his  fafety,  which  would  be  unneceiTary  for 
any  future  monarch  ;  becaufe,  if  any  thing  could  check  the 
deligns  of  evil  minded  perfons  upon  the  conftitution  and  go- 
vernment, it  was  the  many  virtues  of 'his  I^lajefty.  Another 
rcafon  why  he  wiflled  for  the  ihorter  term  was,  that  it  would 
render  it  more  palatable  to  t^ie  people,  which  he  conceived 
to  be  a  moft  dcfirable  obieft. 

^he  Chancellor  pfthe  hxchequer  replied,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  muft  have  miftaken  the  tendency  of  this  Bill,  be- 
caufe  it  did  not  enaft  any  new  treafon,  except  in  tHe  fingle 
inftance  that  had  been  alluded  to;  nor  did  it  create  any  new 
crime:  its  objeiS,  as  far  as  related  to  the  treafon  claufe,  was 
merely  to  render  the  law  more  intelligible,  except  only  with 

,       regard 
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regard  Co  the  article  of  confpiring  to  levy  war,  which,  in* 
ftead  of  being  charged  as  an  overt  a^  to  prove  a  compaffing 
the  King's  death,  was  now  a  Cubftantive  treaTon ;  an  alter- 
ation which  would  render  the  ]aw  much  more  clear,  and  even 
more  favourable,  to  the  party  accufed^  as  he  would  have  a 
more  dtftind  view  of  the  charge  brought  agamft  htm.  He 
underftood  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  honourable  and 
karned  frietad  to  fuggeft  an  amendment  in  the  claufe  of  /:on^ 
fpiring  to  levy  war,  in  order  to  render  the  dcfcription  more 
definite,  and  to  extend  it  to  levying  war  againft  both  or  either 
Uoufesof  Parliament;  an  amendment  which  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  approve,  when  it  was  recolleded  that  an 
attack  upon  Parliament  was  more  likely  to  happen,  and  was*, 
if  poffible,  more  pregnant  with  danger  to  the  conftitutitn, 
than  an  attack  upon  his  Majeily  him^lf.  Having  ftated  thu^ 
9iuch,  with  refpeS  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  related  to 
the  treafon,  it  would  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  could  aflent  to 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  for  making  it  a  merei 
temporary  proVifion,  and  the  Committee  would  determine^ 
whether  it  (houki  have  the  fame  duration  as  the  other  Bill,  of 
not. 

General  Ai^Ltod  fpoke  ironically  of  the  term  dated  in  the 
firft  claufe.  He  argUed  very  ftrenuoufly  in  favour  of  the  Bill  s 
and  ironically  advifed^  that  its  exiftence  (bould  be  during  the 
*«  Minifter's  Hft.'' 

Mr.  Barhqm  reprehended  the  latter  Member  fpr.  the  levity 
with  which  he  had  treated,  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  Baker  argued  for  the  period  to  be  extended  to  the  natu^ 
ral  life  of  his  M^ijefty,  and  ftated  the  improfH-icty  of  applying 
for  a  renewal  of  the  mW  every  three  years.  . 

fbi  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  quoted  a  precedent  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the.  Second^  which  was  for  the  term  of  his 
Majefty's  life. 

Mr.  Aawkins  Brbwne  S^ns  againft  the  propdfed  limrtattoQ 
of  period. 

A  divifion  took  place. 

l*hat  the  Bill  contrnue  for  the  natural  life  t)f  the  King^ 
auid  until  the  end  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parliament^  after  a 
^demife  of  the  Crowiv, 

jfyes  -  -  229 

-Noes  (for  the^term  of  three  years)    6 

Majority      -        223 
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Tbe  Solicitar  Gemral  (lated,  that,  for  the  parpofe  of  ren-* 
derihg  another  part  of  the  claufe  more  definitive,  he  ihould 
fpecify  what  cafes  of  levying  war  he  ihould  propofe  to  comtf 
under  the  penalties  of  tms  dSt :  for^  this  purpc^e  he  (hould 
move  to  infcrt,  after  the  words  levy  war,  ^  to  compel  a 
change  of  Counlels,  or  overawe  either  Houfe  of  Parlia-* 
mcnt.'*- 
'  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Stanley^  the  Amendment 
pafled. 

.  Upon  the  part  of  the  daufe  which  infliAs  death,  as  to  cafet 
of  high  tieafon,  Mr.  Stanley  condemned  the  favage  cruelty  ot 
'  fentences  *of  high  treafon,  and  .wiflied  to  infert  the  wor-ds, 
«*  Deaths  as  in  cafes  of  felony," 

.   Sir  fT.  Young  thought  it  had  better  be  the  fubjed  of  % 
diftinA  claufe. 

Upon  the  motion  of  the  Solicitor  General,  the  operation 
of  the  fecond  claufe,  cfeaung  an  extended  puiiiihment  for 
mifdemeanors,  was  limited  to  three  years. 

Mr.  Stanley  ol^jeded  to  that  part  of  the  claufe  which  rn- 
Hilled  punifliment  for  ftirring  hatred  and  contempt  againft  the 
government.  The  words  **  hatred  and  contempt,'*  he  thought 
Coo  indefinite :  and  wifhed  to  introduce,  ^'  to  feditious  ads," 
after  the  words,  *«  to  ftir  up  the  people." 

Mr.  Anfiruther  and  the  Solicitor  General  flated,  that  in 
law,  the  words  ufed  were  more  indefinite  than  thofe  he  wifhed- 
to  expunge. 

The  Solicitor  General  fbted,  that,  in  order  to  render  that 
part  of  the  claufe  more  explicit,  which  related  to  banifhment 
aind  tranfportation,  be  ihould  propofe  to  infert,  after  the  words, 
^^  at  the  difcretipn  of  the  Court,"  either  to  fuffer  fuch  pu* 
nifhnient  as  by  the  law  is  now  inflified,  or  to  bebaniflied  the 
realm^  &t. 

'  Mr.  JoJ^rell  afkedy  whether  banifhment  and  tranfportation 
were  not  fynpnimous  terms  in  the  Englifh  taw  ? 

The  QUanciUor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  the  word 
baniihment  wa(^  oerhaps  not  ufed  in  our  law,  but  the  diilinc* 
tion  between  baniflimeut  and  tranfportation  was  well  under* 
flood.  In  the  one  cafe,  the  perfon  was  carried  to  a  certain 
deftination,  and,  in  the  other,  he  was  only  driven  or  forced  to 
retire  from  the  kingdom. 

The  next  claufe,  regufafing  the  time  of  trial,  was  entirely 
new  modelled!  Mr.  Solicitor  General  flatcd,  that,  as  the 
claufe  ftood,  It  was  impoffible,  from  the  neceilary  forms  of 
the  law,  to  bring  the  caufe  to  trial  in  the  flated'  time:  he 
ihould,  therefore,  propofe  fix  months  inftead  of  three,  and  to 

introduce 
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introduce  at  the  latter  end  of  the  claufe,  after  the  words^ 
*^  proiccuted  to  an  outlawry/'  ^<  by  the  evidenee  of  two  wit- 
neflcs/'  7^his  would  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  the  next 
claufe,  eTpeciallv  as  the  ftatute  of  Queen  Anne  and  Charles 
II.  had  done  all  that  the  claufe  propoied  to  do. 

The  Amendment  was  accordingly  adopted,  and  the  next 
daufe  omitted. 

The  two  remaining  claufes  palled  without  amendment. 

Afterwards  Mr.  Solicitor  General  brought  up  a  claule  for 
the  punilhrnent  of  thofe  who  returned  ffom  banifliment  or 
tranfportation,  before  the  expiration  of  tli|ptr  fentence. 

The  report  was  immediately  brougl^t  up,  and  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  further  confideration  on  Friday. 

TA/  Secretary  at  fVar  prcfentcd  feveral  papers. 

GimralATLeod  wiflicd  to  have  them  printed. 

After  a  Iboft  converfation,  the  Speaker  informed  the  ho- 
nourable General^  the  Orders  of  the  Day  were  before  the 
Houfe,  and  that  he  was  not  regular. 

i'he  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  deferred.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  December  i. 

ROYAL  ASSENT. 

The  lard  Chancellery  the  Archhi/hc^  of  Canterbury^  and  Lord 
'Spenter^  having  lent  a  mefiage  to  the  Houie  of  ComoK>nS 
defiring  their  prefence,  and  the  Speaker's,  and  a  number  of 
members  having  prefented  themfelves  at  the  Bar,  accordingly 
opened  a  commtffion  under  the  Great  Seal,  authorifmg  them 
to  give  the  royal  aflent  to  certain  Bills,  which  had  duly  pafled 
their  feveral  parliamentary  flages.  The  fome  having  been 
read,  the  Lords  Commiffioners  gave  the  Royal  Alfent  to  the 
following  BiHs,  viz. 

Bill  prohibiting  the  making  of  Starch,  Hair-powder,  &c. 
for  a  limited  time.  Bill  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of 
Candles,  Tallow  and  Soap. 

k«R.  REEVES. 

Lord  Albemarle  moved,  TYizt  the  bpufe  be  ftimmoqed  for 
the  next  day,  when  he  faid  he  meant  to  move  an  inquiry  re- 
ibcjaing  a  late  pamphlet  entitled  **  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh 
Government,  &c,"     Agreed. 

LORD  AUCKLAND. 
Lord  Lauderdale  moved,  that  a  copy  of  the  grant  made  to 
Lord  Auckland)  in  the  year  1789,  be  laid  before  their  Lord- 

N  2  ihips 
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fliips  ;  and  likewife  copies  of  the  grants  made  to  fundry 
pert'orts  from  the  year  1791,  and  charged  upon  the  4^  p/r 
ients. 

Lord  Auckland  faid)  that  as  his  name  appeared  in  the  motion» 
and  would  alfo  be  mentioned  in  a  fubfequent  motion,  which 
the  noble  EarJ  had  in  candour  communicated  to  him,  he 
muft  folicit  their  lordfliips  attention  for  a  few  minutes  ;  more 
cfpecially  as  he  could  not  forefce  when  the  fubjed  would  be 
brought  into  further  difcuffion,  and  as  fome  domeftic  con- 
iiderations  obliged  him  to  go  into  the  country  till  after  the 
Chriftmas  recels.    • 

The  fafls  were,  and  he  could  avow  them  with  fair  pride^ 
that  in  1789,  the  king,  from  a  difpofition  to  mark  a  gracious 
approbation  of  his  fervices  in  feveral  foreign  negotiations, 
had  conferred  on  him  and  on  his  two  fons  for  their  lives^  a 
grant  on  the  four  and  half  per  cent  duty.  That  grant  had 
pafled  the  Privy  Seal*  Some  demur  arofe  when  it  was  carried 
to  the  Great  Seal.  The  conftderatlon  remained  in  fuf- 
penfe,  ^Oid  an  incident  took  place,  \n  amfeqnence  of  which 
the  grant  was  never  carried  farther  into  efFeA.  The  inci- 
dent alluded  to  was  in  the  recollection  of  many  of  their  lord- 
ih'ps :  it  was  the  death  of  the  late  Lord  Hardwicke ;  by 
which  his  Majefty  became  empowered  to -grant  a  reverfion  of 
a  Tcllerfhip  6f  the  Exchequer.  That  reverfion  was  offered 
to.him,.aod  he  bad  accepted  it  certainly  under  the  imptied 
condition  that  he  (hould  renounce  the  other  grant.  Ttiefe 
tranfadtions  had  taken  place  in  the  latter  end  of  1789  wheQ 
be  returned  from  the  Spanifli  Embafly,  and  in  the  fpriag  of 
the  following  year,  when  he  was  again  out  of  England  and 
engaged  in  the  bufinefles  of  the  Dutch  EmbsfTy.  It  might 
poi&bly  be  argued  from  the  circumilances  thus  ftated,  that 
the  grant  on  the  foui  and  a  half  per  cent  duty  had  been  rcr 
linquifhed  by  him,  under  a  concioufnefs  and  admiilaonof  its 
illegalit}'.  It  was  not  fo.  H&  had  been  decided  by  other 
motives  i  by  a  fenfc  that  it  became  him  not  toconfider  ftridily 
the  value  of  the  favour  offered  him,  but  to  acquicfce  'con- 
tentedly and  diearfully  in  fuch  arrangements  or  changes  re- 
fpedling  it  as  might  be  thought  expedient.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  hxchequer  in  mentioning  to  him  the  reverfion  of  the 
Tellorfhip  had  reccmmendcd  it  as  Ids  burihenfome  to  the 
king  and  to  the  public;  but  had  at  the  fame  time  fairly  and 
explicitly  Hated  an  opinion  to  him,  that  the  other  grant  was 
perfetSily  legal.  On  liis  own  part,  though  he  had  not  par- 
ticularly adverted  tq  the  queftion,  he  had  no  doubt  as  to  the 
legality.  He  retted  his  general  norion  of  that  legality  upon 
;gt4  :^JN6lledion,  that  it  had  been  fan^Sioned  by  the  ads  of 
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feveral-  lawyers  of  the  firft  eminence  and  of  the  mod  dif- 
tinguiflnefd  charadters^.  In  that  lift  he  might  mention  the 
late  Mr-  Yorke,  Lord  Camden,  Lord  Walfingham,  Mr; 
Wallace,  and  the  prefent  Lord  Chancellor,  all  of  whohi  had 
as  Attorney  General  figned  Bills  for  fuiecure  grants.  He  had 
been  more  particularly  confirmed  in  his  opinion  of  thfe  legality, 
by  the  recolle£Hon  that  it  had  been  repeatedly  fanAioned  by 
the  noble  and  learned  perfon  (Lord  Thurlow)  who  then  held 
the  Great  Seal,  l^hat  noble  and  learned  lord,  when  Attorney 
General,  had  figned  Bill^  for  grants  on  the  four  and  half  ^<r 
cent  duty,  and  even  had,  at  no  diftant  period,  affixed  the  Great 
Seal  to  a  grant  for  lives,  fimilar  m  aU  its  princij^es  and  pro- 
vifions  to  the  grant  ftated  in  the  noble  EarPs  motion.  It  was 
certainly  poflible,  and  he  was  in  candour  inclined  to  fuppofe; 
that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  might  have  difcovered  ground?^ 
ibr  doubting  the  legality,  which  had  hitherto  efcdped  him. 
Such,  however,  were  the  fads ;  and  if  the  noble  Earl,  whofb 
adivity  in  coUeding  information  was  well  known,  wiihed  to 
bring  the  whole  fubje£b  before  the  houfe,  he  would  then 
proceed  to  move  for  copies  of  all  grants  of  the  kind  in 
queftion,  to  which,  the  noble  and  learned  Peer  alluded  to, 
had  at  any  time  affixedeither  his  name  or  the  Great  Seal; 
It  was  well  known  to  their  lordfhips,  that  the  papers 
fnoved  for  were  for  the  purpofe  of  furnifhing  an  argument 
againft  the  legality  of  the  grant  faid  to  have  been  latrly  given 
CO  the  Right  Honourable  Edmund  Burke^  As  he  (Lord 
Auckland)  could  not  have  an  opportunity  of  adverting 
to  the  fubjed  in  the  future  difcuilions  of  it,  he  hoped 
that  the  houfe,  he  hoped  that  noble  Earl  would  per-» 
mit  him,  though  perhaps  not  ftriftiy  in  order,  to  exprefs  a 
general  fentiment  refpeding  it/  In  fpcaking  of  Mr.  Burke,' 
he  could  not  be  fubjed  to  the  impreilion  or  imputation  of 
political  connexion  or  partiality.  In  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  public  life,  from  the  beginning  of  the  American  war  to 
the  prefent  hour,  it  had  rarely  happened  to  him  to  agree  in 
opinion  with  Mr.  Burke.  Such^  an  avowal  was  perhaps, 
little  to  the  credit  of  bis  judgment,  but  it  was  the  truth* 
Even  when  they  were  in  office  togther  for  a  (hort  period,  he 
believed  that  they  diflfered  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  meafunt 
which  was  unjuftly  called  <<  Mr.  Fox's4ndia  Bill."  At  this 
hour  he  believed  they  diflFered  radically  in  their  refpeflive 
opinions  upon  the  circum (lances  of  the  war.  But  fuch  con« 
fiderations  had  neVer  prevented  him,  nor  (hould  it  now  pre* 
vent  him  from  rendering  juftice  to  Mr.  Burke's  talents  and 
charader,  which  would,  ever  reflect  honour  on  the  age  and 

country 
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country  ki  which  we  live*  Was  it  fitting,  tha(  fuch  a  man^ 
one  of  the  brighfieft  ornaments  of  thefe  extraordinary  tiroeSi 
Ihpuld  be  left  in  his  old  age  to  ftniggle  with  embarraflmentsi 
ttddUBg  probably  frxHn  the  ardour  and  genero&ty  of  a  great 
)ad  tranfcendent  mind.'  The  noble  Earl  was  undoubtedly 
w^ed  tb  Che  enquiry  by  public  principles  ;  but  the  nobl^ 
£arl  pofieiled  alfo  much  liberality  and  good  nature  of  mtnd« 
And  furelv  it  muft  be  painful  to  his  feelings  to  ftrew 
AofRS  on  toe  pillow  of  a  man,  venerable  by  a  fenfe  of  former 
lriend(hip»  venerable  by  his  genius  and  literary  talents^ 
venerable  by  his  advanced  years,  and  above  a!],  vene^ 
xable  by  a  recent  and  terrible  ftroke  of  domeftic  affliction; 
This  fpeech,  apparently  at  leaft,  one  of  the  moft  candid  ever 
ti'iade  by  9^  member  of  either  houfe  of  parliament,  who  was 
bimfetf-fo  perfonally  implicated  in  the  fubjecl,  gave  rife  to  an 
extraordinary,  and  we  are  forty  to  fay,  not  the  moft  orderly 
converfaticxi  that  perhaps  ever  pafled  in  parliament. 

7^  Eat  J  rf  Lauderdale  declared  he  felt  no  (hiall  (hare  of 
ftirprive  at  the  fpeech  which  the  noble  Lord  had  juft  made^ 
aod  wdiich,  he  contended,  was  perfectly  out  of  order.  He 
owned,  he  entertained  great  doubts  of  the  legality,  ot  the  grant 
made  to  the  noble  Lord  in  1789,  notwithftanaing  the  higfl 
authorities  the  noble  Lord  had  brought  forward;  what  however. 
aftoniflied  htm  moft  was,  tkat  noble  Lord's  anticipation  of  his 
intentions  in  making  the  prefent  motion.  In  refpe£t  ta  Mr^ 
Burke,  much  as  he  revered  his  private  charaAer,  or  refpedted 
his  litefaiy.  abilities,  mwch  as  he  admired  bis  mt,  hiir  talentSf 
or  his  genius,  he  did  and  ever  would  oondemn  hw  political 
coodudt. 

Lord  Sydney  thought  it  not  very  handfome  in  Lord  Lauder^ 
dale's  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Burke  in  the  way  that  he  had  <)one> 
conTidering  that  gendeman  was  abfent^  and  oppreiTed  by 
psivate  troubles. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  took  up  the  word  **  handfome," 
and  in  defence  of  his  condud,  repeated  what  he  had  faid  as  a 
juft  tribute  to  Mr,  Burke's  excellent  private  chara&r,  his 
unrivalled  genius,  his  brilliant  wit,  and  his  eminent  literary 
abilities.  Before  any  noble  Lord  noticed  any  particular  words 
he  uttered,  he  reminded  the  Hoiife  that  the  noble  Lord  ought 
to  have  moved  to  have  his  words- taken  down. 

Lord  Sydney  briefly  replied,  which  provoked  a  warm  retort 
from  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 

7%f  Lord  Chancellor  fpoke  to  the  point  of  order,  and  called 
the  recolledion  of  the  Houfe  to  the  motion  before  them/ 
The  motion  was  for  certain  papers  fpecificalty  fiated  ;  on  the 
niptipn  being  read,  a  noble  Loid  had  su-ifen  and  folicited  the 

indulgence 
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Midulgence  of  the  Houfe,  to  aUovr  hftm  to  detain  their  Lord- 
ihtps  for  a  few  minutes,  as  domeftic  coniiderations  obliged 
htm  to  go  into  the  country,  and  he  might  not  have  it  in  bis 
power  to  be  prefent)  when  a  further  difeuifion  might  take 
p^ace.  Thetr  Lordfhtps  with  their  ufual  indulgence  had 
Heard  the  noble  Lord  attentively,  and  upon  that  ground  the 
Mble  Earl  had  taken  occafion  to  make  a  fpeech  in  Which  a* 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who  could  not  from  hia  rank  be 
prefenty  however  rcfpe£^aWe  and  eminent  in  every  other  potnt 
df  view,  had  been  tres«ted  by  the  noble  Earl  with  a  degree  of 
want  of  feeling  that,  he  owned,  had  furprized  him  extremely. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdals  rofe  to  reply,  and  dented  that  he 
ha  J  been  in  the  fmalleft  degree  out  of  order.  With  regard  to 
#iiat  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  faid  of  his  want  of  firel- 
ifig,  he  did  not  think  that  he  had  lefs  feciing  thanr  the  noUe 
and  learned  Lord ;  at  leaft  of  this  he  was  certain,  that  it 
was  but  very  Tately  that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  en^ 
tertained  fo  ftrong  a  partiality  for  the  right  honourable  gentle^ 
man,  who  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  courfe  of  the  converfa- 
tion.  There  was  an  occafion  in  which  that  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  fignalized  himfelf  by  a-  very  fevere  animadveritoit 
On  Mr.  Burke ;  and  he  believed,  he  had  for  fome  years  lived" 
in  coolnefs  with  that  right  honourable  gentleman.  The  Earl 
introduce  an  alhiiion  to  what  the  Lonl  Chancellor,  when  he 
was  Mr.  Wedderburn,  a  private  counfel,  had  faid  cq  an 
eminent  political  charader,*  (the  late  Dr.  Franklin)  before  the 
Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  *,  which  he  reprobated  as  a  moft 
unjaftijiable  attack  on  a  man  remarkable  for  his  private  virtues 
and  hif^  public  endowments.  His  Lordihip  added  a-  variety  of 
other  curfory  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
in  the  courfe  of  his  political  life. 

The  Lord  CbamiU§r  rofe  to  reply,  and  was  procc^irtg  to 
give  the  explanation,  which  he  faid  fo  perfonal  a  fpeech  made 
indifpenfablv  neccffary,  when 

•  The  Earfrf  Lauderdale  rofe  of  a  fudden  to  fpeak  to  ord5r* 
He  contended  that  tho  noble  and  learned  Lord  had^ot  fpaken 
to  order,  and  was  proceeding  to  fpeak  with  fome  acrimony^ 
on  the  fu^e(%  of  his  former  argument,  when 

Lord  (jrenvWe  faid,  the  noble  Earl  was  himfelf  out  of  order, 
for  nothing  furely  could  be  more  violently  irregular  and  dif- 
orderly,  than  refle£Hng  perfonally  on  a  noble  Lord,  who  was 
jxefent,  and  taking  occafion  to  ground  bis  argument  altogether 
4)n  what  had  paiTdf  in  debate  on  a  former  day«    Such  conduA 

*  HoBia  triom  llteranHB^  fiircft. 
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was  not  only  diforderlyin  itfelf,  bitt  highly  difrefpe£lful  to  the 
Houfe. 

The  Earl  of  LatukrdaU  rofe  again^  and  infided  that  he  had 
not  been  corrcdkly  called  to  order.  The  whole  debate  or  con* 
verfation  whichever  it  might  be  termed,  had  in  fadt  been  dif- 
orderly*  The  noble  Lbrd^  who  began  it,  had  confefled  that 
he  was  irregular  in  going  into  the  fubjeiSl  of  the  motion  at 
that  tiqoe^  The  Haufe  had  neverthelefs  fufFered  him  to  pro-* 
ceed,  what  therefore  was  permitted  to  one  noble  Lord,  ought 
%o  be  permitted  to  another*  Having  faid  this,  his  Lordmi{> 
proceeded  to  renew  his  attack  ou  the  Lord  Chancellor  ia 
jceply  tp  hL$  having  charged  him  with  fomcthing  like  a  want 
of  feeling,  in  the .  manner  in  which  he  had  I'pokcn  of  Mr« 
Buf  ke,  and  again  faid,  that  there  had  been  a  time  when  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord's  friendfllip  for  the  right  honourable 

tentleman  had  not  beeii  equally  active  and  fei^ent.     Iir  pur* 
ling  his  argument  his  LordfhJp  ufed  fuch  ftrong  language, 
that 

.  Lord  Sxdrfiy  with  fome  indignation  faid,  *'  Are  We  in  the 
Houfe  of,  Lords  or  in  Bedlam?  My  Lords,  I  am  perfedUy 
aitoni(htd  at  the  condu(^  of  the  noble  Earl,  which  in  my 
^prehenfion  has  been  highly  irregular."  His  LordQiip 
added  a  few  other  general  aninaadverfions  on  what  had  pailed* 
Tht  Duke  of  Leeds  faid  the  whole  pf  the  converfation  had 
undoubtedly  been  diforderly,  bccaufe  iio  motion  was  regularly 
under  difcuffioni  at  leaft  no  part  of  the  converfation  had  turned 
an  the  motion  of  the  noble  Karl  for  the  particular  paper  therein 
ijpecified,  excepting  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Lord,  who  had 
immediately  rifen  to  fpeak  to  it.  That  noble  Lord  had  been 
indulged  by  their  Lordibips  with  a  patient  hearing,  and 
furely  their  LordOiips  would  not  prefcribe  one  rule  for  one^ 
i^oble  Lord,  and  a  diScrenit  rule  for  another  noble  Lord. 
I'he  Duke  fpoke  of  Mr.  Burke  in  terms  the  mod  cordial 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  mofb  handfome  and  flattering,  that  the 
zeal  and  ingenuity  of  the  warmcft  friend  could  have  devi fed. 
He  lamented  extremely  that  the  right  honojurable  gentleman's* 
name  (hould.have  been  introduced  into  the  debate.  He  faw  no 
necei&ty  for  ir,  becaufe  if  he  underftood  the  noble  Earl  rights 
his  meaniug  was  to  call  their  Lordfhips  attention  to  the  grant 
itfelf,  and  not  to  the  perfon  in  whofe  favour  the  grant  was 
made.  He  hoped  therefore  in  the  future  progrefs  of  the 
debate,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  queftion^ 
would  be  as  little  alluded  to  as  poflible. 

The  Burl  ofLauierdile  rofe  once  more,  and  entered  (ome* 
what  at  laiije  into  S  difcuffion  of  all.ihe  matters  that  had  been 
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adverted  to  in  die  courfe  oJF  the  converfation  \  he  pointedly 
animadverted  on  lord  Sidney's  queftion,  whether  he  was  tor 
confider  hioifelf  in  Bedlam  or  the  Houfe  oF  LordS9  aad  aftei' 
having  with  great  ingenuity  affigned  a  variety  of  reafon?^ 
which,  in  his  mind,  very  fufficicntly  proved  thatthey  were  in 
die  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  not  in  Bedlam,  took  occaiion  to  in* 
£nuate  diat  the  noble  alnd  learned  lord  on  the  woolfack  haJ 
ene  feeling  for  one  fee  of  lords  and  a  different  feeling  fof' 
another. 

Thi  Lord  O^ancilhr  in  a  very  animated  and  perfpicuoiis 
fi)eech  replied  to  every  tnfinuation*  which  the  noble  Earl  had 
tiirowii  out  againft  him,  perfonally,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day's 
altercation.  He  reminded  their  lordfhips  of  the  circumftance 
that  had  given  rife  to  the  converfation,  and  die  manner  in 
which  it  had  proceeded.  The  noble  Earl,  *  who  had  luft  (at 
down,  had  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  grant  to  a  noble  lord 
prefent,  in  the  year  1789,  and  likewife  for  copies  of  grants 
to  fundry  perfons  in  Che  year  1791 ;  upon  hearing  the  motioii 
a  noUe  lord  immediately  implicated  in  the  fubjeS  of  it,  had 
fifen  and  begged  the  indulgence  of  their  lordfhips,  while  he 
ftated  a  few  points  which  he  knew  to  be  rather  out  of  orderi 
but  pleaded  dooleftic  conflderations,  which  the  noble  lord 
had  laid  would  unavoidably  occaflon  his  abfence  from  the 
Houfe  till  after  the  Chrif^mas  recef$.  It  was  cuftomary  for 
the  Houfe,  when  any  noble  lord  had  claimed  their  indulg;ence, 
to  allow  him,  though  fomewhat  irnegtilar,  to  proceed,  when  he 
had  ftated  fo  cogent  a  reafon  for  his  defiring  to  be  heard. 
Upon  that  principle  alone  had  anv  diforder  crept  originally 
into  the  dbbate^  but  no  noble  lord  could  fairly'  argue, 
that  becaufe  the  converfation  began,  for  the  reafon  he  nad 
ftated,  irregularlv,  it  therefore  was  necefiary  to  continue  in  t 
manner  fingularly  diforderly.  With  regard  to  much  of  the 
perfonality  of  the  noble  Earl,  he  was  contended  to  pafs  it  bjr. 
as  matter,  rather  arifing  from  the  warmth  and  hurry  of  de- 
bate, than  from  any  intention  to  violate  that  dec6rum,  which 
die  dignity  of  the  Houfe  required,  or  depart  from  thofe  ha- 
bits of  civility  and  refpe£i  which  their  lordfhips,  however 
they  might  differ  in  political  fendments,  were  accuftom- 
ed  to  pay  each  other.  Two  matters,  on  which  the  noble 
£arl  had  laid  confiderable  ftfefs,  he  could  not  fuffer  to  pafs 
wholly  unnoticed  or  unanfwered.  The  noble  Earl  had  in-» 
finuated  that  his  friendfhip  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Burke)  was  but  of  new  growth,  that  it  had  fprung  xij> 
of  late,  obvioufly  meaning  that  it  had  arifcn  in  confequence  dl 
a  jlud^uation  of  political  opinions  on  <^ne  fide  or  the  other,  or 
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on  both.    The  reverfe  was  the  fa£t.     The  right  honoifrable 

Sintleman  and  he  knew  each  other  intimately,  before  either  of 
em  commenced  their  political  career  or  were  in  parliament. 
Their  private  friendfliip  had  continued  uninterrupted  ever 
fince.  It  bad  been  conftantly  warm  and  finccre,  not^ith- 
ftanding  various  occaftonal  differences  io^debate  on  public 
meafures.  He  believed  he  knew  the  circumftance,  to  which 
the  noble  Earl  alluded,  when  he  fuppofed  a  caufe  of  difference 
or  divifion  of  frtendfhip  had  been  publicly  given  by  him. 
The  circumftance  happened  before  the  noble  Earl  was  a 
member  of  either  Houfe  of  parliament.  In  a  fpeecb  that  he 
bad  at  that  day  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  hap« 
pened  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  for.  a  fliort 
time  quitted  the  Houfe,  and  a  part  of  his  argument  having 
probably  been  mifconceived  by  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  but 
nvhether  mifconceived  or  not,  he  went  up  ftairs  to  the  room 
in  which  the  right  honourable  ^gentleman  was,  and  male- 
volently mifreprcfented  what  he  fiad  fatd,  and  gave  his  argu- 
ment a  turn  diredly  oppodte  to  his  meaning;  The  mifre- 
prefentation  was  immediately  communicated  to  him,  and  the 
firft  ,  opportunity  that  offered,  which  was  before  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  returned,  he  rofe  to  explain  and  I'et 
the  matter  right.  %7^he  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
perfe£Uy  fatisfied,  and  their  friendfhip  had  been  as  whole  and 
entire  from  that  evening,  as  ever  it  had  been  before.  With 
regard  to  the  other  point,  mentioned  by  the  noble  Earl, 
which  called  for  fome  reply,  viz.  the  circumtlance  of  his  having 
treated  Dr.  Franklin  harfhly  before  the  lords  of  the  Privy  coun- 
cil, he  had  more  than  once  explained  it.  He  on  that  occafion 
flood  not  in  the  charaAer  of  a  legiilatof,  not  in  the  chara£ler  of 
a  member  of  either  Houfe  of  parliament,  but  in  his  profef- 
fional  charadler  as  an  advocate.  The  ground  of  the  charge 
which  he  urged  with  all  the  poffible  force  in  his  power,  as  it 
wasiindoubtedly  his  duty  to  urge  it,  was,  that  he  was  in- 
ilrudted  to  prefs  a  fa£l  upon  Dr.  Franklin,  of  which  there 
was  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  namely,  that  certain  letters  had 
been  actually  flolen  out  of  an  efcrutoire  an^  made  ufe  of  as 
engines  of  political  purpofes.  It  was  his  duty,  in  the  fitua- 
^ion  in  which  he  flood,  to  do  cwcry  thing  to  attain  the  ob- 
je£l  of  his  clianrs.  He  had  no  fcruple  to  confefs,  that  he  did 
all  in  his  power  to  provoke  an  explanation.  He  made  the 
charge  to  his  face,  in  his  prcfence,  and  with  every  exertion 
he  was  mafter  of,  or  that  his  ingenuity  could  fuggefl,  but  with- 
out eife£l.  The  fad:  was,  the  dodor  well  knew  to  what  he 
alluded,  and  tiiough  the  charge  was  made  home,  and  in  the 
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ftrongeft  manner,  ho  anfwer'was  put  in.  Their  lord/hipt 
would  hold  in  their  recoIle^Uon  that  be  did  this  in  pleading» 
that  it  was  his  duty,  as  a  counfel,  to  do  it,  and  that  h.e  avow* 
ed,  be  did  it  purpofely  with  all  polfible  energy.  After  (lightly 
touching  upon  other  topics,  that  had  .been  adverted  to  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  his  Lordibip  concluded  with  fay- 
ing, that  he  had  no  thanks  to  return  to  the  noble  Earl,  be« 
caufe  what  had  fallen  from  him  was  what  he  expend,  but 
there  were  fome  men  of  whofe  obloquy  he  fhould  always  be  . 
proud. 

The  Duke  df  Portland  prefented  an  addrefs  from  Leeds  in 
favour  of  the  two  Bills. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingbem  alfo  prefented  one  from  Buck* 
inghaoilhire.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  December  i. 

•  The  Deputy  Uflier  of  the  Black  Rod  delivered  a  me/Iage 
from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  requiring  the  attendance  of  the 
Commons,  to  hear  his  Majefty's  commiffion  read.  The 
fpeaker  having  accordingly  attended,  on  bis  return  in- 
formed the  Houfe,  that  the  royal  aflent,  by  commi/Qon,  was. 
given  to  the  Bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  fUrch  and  to 
lower  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  candles  and  (bap. 

CONVENTION  BILLS.— CASTLE-BAYNARD  WARD. 

.   Sir  W.  Scm  prefented  a  petition,  figned  by  a  number  of 

the  inhabitants  of  Caftle-Baynard^  ward,  in  favour  of  the  two 

Bills,  known  by  the  name  of  the  treafon  and  feditious  meet- 

ingBilk. 

The  learned  gentleman  obferved,  that  the  Houfe  would 
recolleiSl  that  a  petition  had  been  already  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  againft  the  Bills.  It  had  been  ftated,'that  the  petition 
already  prefented  contained  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  ward.  That  ftatement  was  certainly  not  the  hSt 
as  the  petition  he  held  in  has  hand  would  fully  prove.  Tho 
former  petition  was  figned,  it  was  true,  by  196,  and  the 
prefent  petition  was  figned  by  166.  On  examining  the  fig- 
natures  fubjoined  to  the  former  petition,  it  would  be  found 
that  out  of  196*  132  had  only  finned,  wbo>  were  entitled  to 
it,  which  left  a  decifive  majority  in  favour  of  the  petition  he 
was  about  to  prefent. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  defpi&d  mifreprefentation  as  much  on  one 
£deas  the.  other  i  .becaufe,  however  Quflreprefentation  might 
,  .      Oa  fcrvc 
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Arve  the  prefent  purpofir,  it  would  not  continue  to  deceive^ 
He  did  not  mem  to  impute  an  improper  motive  to  the  learn* 
ed  gentleman  who  prcfoited  the  laft  petition,  and  wouM  take 
Ms  word  as  foon  as  any  peribn's  he  itnew ;  he  had  not,  how- 
over,  heard  that  learned  gentleman  declare,  that  the  petition 
behadjuft  prefented  was  obtained  in  the  manner  in  which 
be  wifiied  to  fee  all  popular  petitions  obtained,  namely,  at  a 
public  me€;ting«  He  confidered  a  public  meeting  for  that 
purpofe  preferable  to  any  other,  becaufe  many  who  came  to 
a  public  meeting;  would  vote  according  to  their  confcience, 
although  tbey  m^ht  otHerwife  be  ten»pted  to  be  influenced 
by  motives  of  in^rior  confideration.  At  the  (Mic  time,  he 
did  not  wtfll  by  any  means  to  throw  the  flighteft  reiedion  on 
any  body  of  men  who  might  happen  to  differ  from  him  i» 
opinion  on  any  public  fubje£t;  bis  own  opinion  was,  that 
fuch  was  the  tendency  of  the  Bills,  that,  if  no  attempt  was 
made  to  difguifpr  them,  an  Englishman  could  fcarcely  be 
found  to  fan^on  them  ;  this,  was  what  induced  him  to  think 
that  mirreprefentatidns  alone  could  procure  fignatures  to  pe- 
titions in  fupport  of  Bills  that  went  to  the  immediate  fub- 
verfion  of  the  conftitution.  H^  was  far,  he  faid,  from  being 
/urprized  that  petitions  of  this  kind  fhould  be  procured  in 
confequence  of  the  inordinate  influence  of  the  crown ;  his 
furpriie  was,  that  petitions  agiainft  the  Bills  fhould  find  their 
way  to  the  table  from  fome  places  that  he  could  name.  Such 
j^titions,  undoubtedly,  did  gieat  credit  to  the  good  fenfe 
and  public  f^irit  of  thofe  that  figned  them.  The  learned 
gentlemen  had  flated  that  the  petition  from  Caftle-Bav- 
l^rd  Ward,  prefented  by  an  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr. 
^refpigny)  contained  190  fignatures  i  but  the  real  number 
was  only  132,  beqaufe  the  reft  had  not  a  right  to  fign  it  f 
and  the  petition  (Sir  W.  Scott's)  which  he  was  about  to  pre- 
lent,  amounted  to  166 ;  and  this  thekarned  gentleman  called  a 
decided  majority.  If  the  learned  gentleman  wifhed  to  come  to 
iflueon  that  ^nV//i  majority,  he  was  ready  to  join  them  ;  and 
in  order  to  determine  the  h&y  the  befl  way  wotild  be  to  move 
iox  a  Conunittee  for  that  purpofe.  This  mode  was  adopted  in 
the  courfe  of  laft  feflion,  in  the  difputed  petition  from  Carlifle  $ 
the  Committee  did  not  report  on  tbatqueftion,  as  Carlifle  was 
9t  a  great  diftance  to  bring  witnefles  to  the  bar  of  that  Houfe  ; 
but  Caftle-Bayoard  was  at  hand^  and  he  challenged  the 
learned,  ^entjleiiian  to  meet  him  in  a  Committee  on  the  quef* 
tion«  J^t  the  majority,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Caftle-Baynard 
was  in  favour  of  the  Bills,  why  did  they  not  attend  the  public 
meeting,  wUch  vf^s,  regularlycalied  to  take  the  iimfe  of  the 
whaUcaj9t$  oa  that  fubje£t  I  This^  in  itftU»  prima  fade^  was  a 
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ftrong  prefufkiption  that  the  Biaj  wcy  WM  not  in  fovotir  of  tiie 
Bills. 

The  petition  was  read»  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Sir  W.  &c9tt  replied,  that  his  aflertions  were  fupported  bjf 
the  beft  enquiries^  which  he  had  made  on  the  fubjedt,  no  ivf^ 
natures  could  have  been  obtained^  there  having  been  no  ibii- 
eitation  whatever ;  and  be  bad  no  poffible  obje&ioa  to  prove 
bis  allegations  in  a  committee,  if  required. 

The  Petition  was  read,  and  ordered  tD  lie  on  the  table* 

POOLS. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tayhf  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Mer* 
ehaiits,  Traklers,'  and  Inhabitants  of  the  county  and  town 
of  Poole,  agatnft  the  Bills.  Mr.  Taylor  faid;  when  he, re* 
flctfted  on  the  influence  of  the  Crown  in  almoft  every  fea- 
port,  it  was  in  fome  meafure  aftonifhing  that  pethions  of  the 
nature  which  he  held  in  his  hand  (hould  find  their  way  to  that 
Houfe;  nay,  what  was  ftffl  more  furprrfingy  that  they  ibould 
be  fo  nameroufly  (igned  without  any  folicitation.  The  mo*> 
ment  the  Bills  in  queftion  reached  Pooler  the  inhabitants  were 
detcrnnined  to  fhew  their  pointed  difapprobation  of  them.  The 
meeting  was  reguhrly  convened,  the  (herifF  took'  the  chaii^ 
and  thongh  numeroufly  attended,  the  utmoft  order  and  ima* 
nimity  prevailed.  The  fignatures  to  At  petition  were  of  the 
firft  refpe£bbility.  The  number  of  ele&ors.  in,  the  town  of 
Poole  amounted  to  120;  but  the  inhabitants  to  about  5000, 
including  the  vicinity.  A  large  portion  of  both  clafles  had 
figned  the  petition,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 
table. 

CHICHBSTCR. 

Mr.  Thomas  prefented  a  petition  froin  the  Inhabitants  af 
Chithefter  againft  the  Bills.    Read^  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

cable. 

SPITAL-FIBID  WBAVeas. 

Mr.  Sheridan  prefeiited  a  petition  from  the  ^V'eavers  of 
Spital -fields,  Bethnal- Green ^  and  the  neighbourhood,  aj^ainft 
the  Bills.  Read,*and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Tbe  ll^na« 
tures  amx}unted  to  between  two  and  three  thoufan.d* 

DISTILLERY  BILL. 
Mr.  Rofrmovcd  the  Order  of  the  Day,  that  Ae  Houfe  do 
refolve  icfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  oro* 
hibit,  for  a  tioie  to  be  limited,  the  Diftillatioa  from  Mo- 
lajTes^&c. 

Sfr 
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-  Str  John  Simiair  prefented  a  petition  from  Meflrs.  Baker 
and  Martin,  at  Greenocky  and  Meflrs.  Pemberton,  .at  Glaf- 
gow,  the  ortly  Jiftillers  of  fpirits  from  molafles  in  Scotland, 
which  flated,  that  they  had  paid  5430I.  to  government  for  a 
licenfe  to  diftill  fpirits  from  molafles,  and  that  they  had  entered 
into  large  contradis  upon  that  account;  that  they  ufed  only 
eleven  puncheons  of  molafl!es  in  a  week,  and  that  they  were 
ready  to  prove  that  molaflfes  was  not  an  article  of  confump- 
tion*  in  Scotland.  They,  therefore,  requefled  to  be  exempted 
till  they  had  worked  off  their  flock  in  hand,  or  to  have  the 
duties  rdtnburfed,  flnce  it  would  otherwife  tend  to  their  bank* 
iruptcy^  and  the  ruin  of  their  families.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  the  (aid  committee, 
Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Rafe  faid  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  petition  prefented  by 
Sir  John  oinclair,  contained  a  true  ftatement  of  fa£)s.  He 
ihould,  therefore,  move  a  claufe  to  refund  the  duty  the  peti- 
tioners, had  already  advanced.  It  was  his  wUb  to  grant  every 
indulgence  confiftent  with  the  views  of  the  Bill;  but  if  the 
prayer  of  that  petition  fhould  be  acceded  toby  the  Houfe  with  - 
TcCpeSt  to  times,  it  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  the  confequences. 
Diftillers  from  this  country  might  go  to  Scotland  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  it. 

Mr.  fF.  Smith  faid,  the  inconveniences  ariflng  from  the , 
prohibitions  of  the  Bill,  were  as  heavily  felt  by  individuals  in 
Lpndon  as  in  Scotland,  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  if  indulgence 
Ibould  be  granted  to  one  party,  it  would  not  be  refufed  to  ano-r 
ther ;  and  that  if  diftillers  in  this  country  had  advanceii  any 
duty,  it  would  be  refunded  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  was  pro« 
pofed  to  be  to  the  petitioners. 

Adr.  Refe  replied,  that  in  Scotland  the  duty  waS  annual,  in 
proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  ftiil ;  in  this  country  it  was  on 
the  confumption.  He  (bould  propofe  that  thediftil]eries  (hould 
ceafe  in  this  country  from  the  nth  day  of  December  infl. 
and  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  on  the  igdi 
of  December  inftayt.  The  blanks  being  filled  up  with  thefe 
'  dates,  and  other  provifions  agreed  to  for  contrails,  &c.  the 
Report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES. 
Gtnfral  Macleod  faid,  be  had  looked  that  morning  over  the 
papers,  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  the  preceding  night| 
relative  to  the  army  eflimates,  and  found  fo  many  things  quef- 
tionable  in  tbeoii  that  they  ought^  for  the  information  of  gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen  on  a  fubje^l  of  fuch  importance,  to  he  printed.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  they  (hould  be  printed,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

POOR. 

Sir  IV.  Toung  brought  in  a  bill  to  enlarge  the -powers  of  the 
ninth  of  George  the  Firft,  for  the  purpofe  of  occarionally 
relieving  the  poor  at  their  own  houfes,  under  certain  circum- 
fiances,  and  in  certain  cafes.  Read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond.  Sir  William  faid,  it  was  his  wifli,  if  the 
Houfe  (hould  agree  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  to  move 
that  it  be  printed,  that  gentlemen  might  turn  the  principle« 
and  provisions  of  it  in  their  mind,  before  it  went  into  the 
committee. 

BOARD  OF  AORICULTURB; 

Sir  y^hn  Sinclair  gave  notice,  that,  on  Friday,  he  propofed 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubjedl  of  great  import- 
ance. He  need  not  remind  gentlemen,  that  the  Houfe  had 
addrefled  his  Majefty  to  give  directions,  that  a  Board  of  Agri^ 
culture  be  ereded  \  that  Board  had  been  ereded  accordingly, 
and  employed  in  promoting  the  political  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try. At  the  laft  meeting,  the  members  of  that  inditution  had 
come  to  feveral  refolutions,  and,  amongft  the  reft,  they  re- 
folved  that  the  Prefident  be  defired  to  move  in  that  Houfe  for 
a  Select  Committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  atid 
improvement  of  the  wafte  lands  of  this  country.  In  purfu- 
ance,  of  that  requeft,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  for  that 
committee  on  Friday. 

GLASGOW. 

Mr.  Erjkine  prefentcd  a  petition  againft  the  Treafon  and 
Seditious  Meeting  Bill,  fromleveral  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Glafgow.  Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  he  wilhed  to  avoid  any  thing 
that  bordered  on  mifreprefentation,  in  confcquence  of  which, 
he  would  not  fay  that  this  was  a  petition  from,  the  merchants 
of  Glafgow.  He  (hould  jiKt  ftate  it  as  the  title  flood  at  the 
head  of  the  petition,  which  ran  thu*i  ;  **  We  the  underfigned 
^  merchants,  manufa£lurers,  traders,  &c.'*  The  petition  he* 
held  in  his  hand  was  figned  by  ten  thoufand  and  upwards ;  the 
lift  was  truly  refpeSable.  He  urtderftood  there  wfere  three 
counter  petitions  preparing  in  Glafgow,  and  daily  expcfled  to 
be  prefented  to  that  Houfe.  The  iirft,  as  he  underftood,  was 
from  the  Provoft,  Magiftrates,  and  Town  Council  of  Glaf- 
gow ;  the  fecond  from  the  Houfe  of  Trade ;  and  the  third  from 
the  Merchants,  &c.  of  that  city.  As  to  the  firft  clafs,  it  was, 
as  far  as  his  information  could  carry  bim,  cohopofed  of  36  in- 
dividuals, 
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divtdnak,  who  eleded  one  another ;  the  fecond  ccnGfted,  he 
kcJieved,  of  tbefiune  number)  and  were  confidered  as  the  re^ 
prefentatives  of  500  merchants.  As  to  the  third  clafs,  when 
laid  on  the  table)  |entlemen  would  then  have  an  opportunity 
of  comparing  the  ugnatuTe^  unth  thofe  fubjoined  to  the  peti* 
tioii  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  fhrink  from 
any  comparifon^  either  as  to  number  or  refpeAability. 

Mr.  SecreUry  Dundat  was  happy  that  he  had  then  the  laft 
petition  to  prefent,  which  the  learned  gendeman  had  men* 
tioned  \  and  tho other  two,  he  obferved,  had  dready  been  pre-^ 
fented.  The  firlt  was  from  the  political  reprefentatives  of 
Glafgow ;  and  the  other  from  the  Guildcrie ;  which,  the 
learned  gentleman  muft  have  known,  confifted  of  the  whole 
body  of  merchants  and  traders  in  Glafgow  \  as  the  Guilderie 
of  every  borough  was  the  houCb  of  trade  throughout  Scotland. 
When  the  Houfe  hadreceived  the  third,  they  would  find  that 
the  petitioners  coafidered  chemfelves  the  great  body  of  refped-. 

-  able  inhabitants  in  ScoUand.  Mr.  Dundas  accufe^  the  people 
on  the  other  part  of  mifreprefentation  \  they  bad  fummoned 
the  inhabitants  of  Glafgow  to  fign  petitions  againft  the  bills 
Iby  beat  oJF  drum  ;  flaring,  that  if  they  pafled  into  a  law,  they 
would  totally  annihilate  their  liberties  ;  and  infmuating,  that 
leligious  focieties  could  no  longer  meet  \  that  the  furviving 
friends  of  deceafed  perfons  could  no  longer  aflemble  in  any 
large  ntimber  at  a  funeral ;  and  that  all  feitivals  would  befub- 
je&.to  the  laaie  reflridions.  It.  fo  happened,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Glafgow,  who  were  fevere  and  rigid 
people,   and  accuftomed  to  affismble  in  large  bodies  at  fune- 

.  rals,  to  |)ay  the  .laft  honour  to  the  dead,  were  deceived  by 
thofe  miCreprefentations,  till  the  bills  were  explained  unto 
them,  when  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to  live  quietly,  drew  up, 
this  petition,  praying  that  the  bills  might  be  pafled  into  laws  $. 
and,  in  order  that  their  names  might  be  fairly  i^iveftigated, 
they  had  fubfcribed  their  places  of  abode. 

Mr.  Erjkim  faid,  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  that  part  of  his  native 
country;  but  he  believed  he  ran  very  little  danger  of  being 
contradi^cd,  when  he  repealed  what  he  had  juft  ftated.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  called  the  Pro- 
voiV,  Msgiftrates,  and  Town-Council  of  Glafgow,  by  the 

'  pompous  phrafe  of  political  reprefentatives.     The  iinSt  was« 
their  number  amounted  to  thirty-fix  only  ^  and  the  number  ot 
the  Guilderie  to  no  more.     The  former  eleded  each  other  > 
^e  laucr  were  ftated  to  be  the  reprefentatives  of  500  mer- 
chants ; 
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chants  ;  but  he  believed  there  was  as  tittle  communication  be- 
twixt the  reprefentatives  of  that  body  and  their  conftituenti, 
as  they  were  called,  as  there  was  betwixt  another  body,  which 
he  could  name,  and  their  conftitaents.  With  regard  to  a  drum 
being  beat  through  the  ftreets,  to  tell  the  people,  if  the  billft 
in  queftion  pafled  into  a  law,  their  liberties  were  extinA  from 
that  moment,  was  there  any  mifreprefentatton  in  that  i  Nd. 
Alas !  it  was  too  true.  With  refpefl  to  the  prcrfiibition  of  re- 
latives and  friends  from  attending  a  funeral,  perhaps  the  per- 
foh  that  told  them  this«  meant  to  fay,  that  in  a  Ihort  time,  they 
would,  as  mutes  attend  the  conftitution  to  the  grave. 

Mr.  £r(kine^  added,  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Ofwald, 
that  the  36  Pedbns  of  the  Gutlderie  were  a  fele£t  committee 
out  of  the  500  Merchants,  and  that  the  narhes  of  many  of 
thofe  500  Merchants  who  conftituted  that  committee  were 
fubfcribed  to  his  petition. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  there  was  no  man  more  dcfiroos  to  give 
weigh^  and  the  mofl  refpe&ble  attention,  to  men  of  pro- 
perty, at  all  times,  and  on  all  occafions,  than  he  was.  If, 
however,  there  ever  had  been  a  period  when  an  exception  to 
that  rule  was  demanded,  that  period  had  arrived,  when  thofe 
diiiinfHons  ffaodld  be  avoided,  that  drew  invidious  feparati6ns 
between  the  higher  and  lower  orders  of  fociety.  He  cautioned 
diofe  in  power  to  beware  how  they  promoted  a  fyftem  caleu-^ 
lat^d  to  unite  die  rich  againft  the  indigent.  This,  theoreti- 
cally fpeaking,  was  bad ;  prafflcally,  it  was  dangerous  and 
ruinous.  Nothing  in  his  mind  could  tend  more  to  aff^ 
ttkc  well-being  of  the  ftate.  Whatever  means  might  be  taken 
to  fiiffe  the  voice  of  the  people,  the  rich  would  ftill  enjoy  that 
intercourfe,  and  the  power  of  ftating  their  grievances,  and 
callitig  for  redrefs,  while  the  poor  would  be  precluded  from, 
the  mean$  of  approaching  the  higher  powers.  Who,  tbett, 
would  fay,  that  the  poor  W^re  not  more  inrerefted  than  the 
rich,  in  objeding  to  laws  that  excluded  them  from  redrefs^ 
and  prevented  them  from  enjoying  thofe  equal  benefits,  refult- 
ing  from  our  laws,  the  eternal  theme  of  miniilers.  The  go- 
vernment of  the  country  was  not  lefs  valuable  to  the  lower 
than  to  the  higher  orders  of  the  people ;  9nd  he  was  concerned 
to  find  fuch  ^  tendency  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Hc'afe  t6 
enforce  fuch  dlflindions.  Thefe  bills  deprived  the  poor  of 
their  natural  (hare  in  the  government ;  while  the  rich,  by 
their  influence  in  ele^tons,  and  theU^c6mrouI  over  corporsr- 
fions,  would  gain  chat  eafy  accefs,  at  all  times,  to  fltte  their 
grievances,  and  demand  redrefsy  which  the  poor  could  not  ob- 
tain. So'  far  he  was  defiroutf  to  give  weight  to  men  of  pro-* 
Vol.  II.  P  perty; 
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.perry;  but  dill  he  would  repeat,  that  the  poor,  in  the  pi^- 
.f.;nt  inftance,  were  more  immediately  and  particularly  inter* 
efted.  Gentlemen  talked  of  mifreprefcntation  ;  he  had  re- 
ceived a  hand -bill,  that  had  been  conveyed  through  the  Ge*- 
neral  Poft  Office  to  the  mayor  of  Caermarthen,  which  went 
to  a  complcat  mifreprefentation  of  the  bills;  it  ftated,  that  they 
were  perfe<Sily  harmlefs,  and  would  by  no  means  trench  on 
the  liberties  of  the  pe9ple.  As  the- bill  flood*  at  prefent,  be- 
j^efit  focieties  were  not  excepted.  It  was  faid,  that  meet- 
ings by  the  flieriff  wefe  alfq  excepted  ;  it  depended,,  however, 
on  the  will  of  the  (herifF  whether  he  would  or  would  not  call 
thofe  meetings.  He  would  not  attribute  this  to  government, 
it  might  be  done  without  their  knowledge,  by  their  agents, 
but  it  contained  a  feries  of  the  moft  grofs  mifreprefenrations 
in  favour  of  the  prefent  meafures  that  could  poffibly  be  in- 
vented. 

AS-.  Sberldany  in  allufion  to  theadvettifement  read  by  Mr. 
Fox,  faid,  that  the  Poft  Office  was  made  the  bead  quarurs  for 
diiTeminatiikg  the  mifreprefentations  and  multifarious  libels  of 
^overnmeni,  the  expence  of  which  was  paid  by  the  public 
money;  If  (iich  meafures  were  countenanced  by  government, 
it  was  a^mattcr  of  a  very  ferlous  nature  ;  and  when  he  received 
better  information  on  the  fubje£l,  he  would  urge  it  as  a  mat- 
.tcr  worthy  of  Parliamentary  inveftigation.  He  next  adverted 
to  what  had  fallen  from  a  worthy  magifirate,  (Alderman  Aiv- 
derfon)  on  a  former  night>  who  brought  a  charge  againft  the 
j>erfons  who.requefted  him  to  caB  a  meeting  of  the  Ward  of 
Alderfgate,  namely,,  that  they  wlfhed  to  difplace  Mr.  Pitt  to 
'make  room  for  Mr.  Fox.  A  public  coniradiflion  bad  ap- 
peared in  the  public  prints,  figncd'by  four  of  the  perfons  who 
waited  on  the  honourable  Alderman  with  the  requifition,  and 
they  had  pofitively  flated,  that  not  a  word  on  fuch  a  fub- 
jeft  was  uttered.  He  mufk  treat  the  circumffance,  therefore, 
^as  a  levity,  fimilar  to  that  which  the  honourable  Alderman 
mentioned  with  refpeft  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and"  the  idle 
tale  at  the  turnpike  gate.  Such  mifreprefentations,.  Mr.  She- 
ridan faid,  were  unworthy  of  an  Alderman  and  a  Magiftrate  j 
he  hoped,  however,,  the  Hon.  Alderman  would  have  the  can- 
dour And  faimefs  to  ftate  the  particulars  of  the  interview  with 
his  cqndituents. 

Alderman  Andtrfon^  In  repFy^  faid»  he  bad  feen  the  advertife- 

xnent  in  a  morning  paper,,  figned  by  four  gentlemen,  which 

.was  artfully  drawn  up,  merely  to  mifreprefent,  and  with  a  view 

tQ  infmuate,  that  he  had  delivered  a  fentiment  contrary  to  the 

.trutk  \  he  defpifed  them  and  the  advcrtifementr    He  did  n^t 

ftatu 
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ftatethat  the  eonverfation  pafled  when  the  parties  waited  on 
him  wrth  the  requintion.  He  xdii  them  at  the  time,  that  they 
wifhcdto  take  him  by  furprize  ;  on  the  next  Hay,  one  of  the 
perfons  told  him  what  on  a  former  night  he  had  mentioned  ; 
this  was  Ac  real  ftate  of  the  cafe,  he  declared  upon  his  ho- 
nour, and  he  hoped  it  would  be  deemed  fatisfa<5)ory, 

Afr.  Sheriflan  prefcnted  a  petition  againft  the  bills  from 
book  fellers,  ftationers,  printers,  and  paper- makers,  who  con- 
ceived that,  if  they  pafled  inio  laws,  they  were  fo  immedi- 
ately conne<5>ed  with  the  liberty  of  the  prrfi,  as  t©  threaten 
their  bankiuptcy,  and  rhe  ruin  of  their  families. 

Ihe  Attorney  General  wiihed  this  quedion  to  be  debated  and 
decided  Howjuftly  the  bills  could  be  f^id  to  touch  the  liberties 
of  the  prefs.  * 

A  petition  from  rtic  aldermen  and  dergy  of  the  borough  of 
St.  Alban's,  praying  for  meafures  to  preveiK  Seditious  meet- 
ing5^  -was  prefented. 

Mr,  Henry  Jhornton-prcfcntcd  one  to  the  fame  cfflfl  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  c^  South wark.     When  the 
inna<bitants    were  convened  on  ^  former  occafion,    he  faid, 
5C0O  people  were  aflembled  in  the  town  hall,  and  the  majority 
in  favour  of  a  petition  againft  the  bills  was -fo  great,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  fome  people,  there  were  4  and  S  to  i ; 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  others,  7  and  8  to  i.     That  meeting, 
dcrtainly,  was  not  otherwife  tumultuous  than  any  other  meet- 
ing in  a^  town  half  ^  and,    therefore,  though  of  a  different 
opinion  himfelf  on  the  nature  and  neceiTity  of  the  bills  in  que^ 
tion,  and  believing  that  a  reprefentative  was  not  always  bound 
to  adopt  the  fcntiments  of  his  coi)ftituents,  he  thought  their 
general  fenic  was  decidedly  againft  the  bills,  and  truftcd  to  a 
future  opportunity  for  explaining  his  diflent  from   them   to 
their  fatisfaftion.     It  was  with  no  fmall  plcafure  that  he  then 
informed  the  Houfe  he  was  able  to  judge  of  the  general  fenfe  of 
his  conftituents  with  accuracy ;  and  he  found,  from  experience,* 
of  three  pariflics  out  of  five,  that  the  majority  admitted  the  ne- 
eelBty  and  approved  qf  the  coirflruflion  of  the  hills.    The  wsy 
in  which  he  deduced  this  opinion  was  from  the  following  facls. 
Some  gentlemen  had  prepared  the  petition  which  he  th<rn  pre- 
fented, and  waited  on  Ae  inhabitants  at  their  own  houfes. 
Two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  declined  all  interference,  but 
left  it  to  the  care  of  their  reprefentatives  ;  many  of  them  were 
not  at  home  when  the  gentlemen  called,  who  never  made  a  fe- 
cond  application,  and  the  reniainder  were  cf  opinion  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  bills.     Yet  in  St.  iVlary  OveryN  parifh,  out  of 
500  houfeholdcrs,  250  had  figned  the'prefciit  petition  j  in  St.  . 

P  a  Saviour's^ 
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SsvtourS  out  of  230  houfeholders,  laohad  fignedit,  and  in 
St.  Olave's,  59.  The  petition  contained  720  fignatures,  and 
there  never  were  more  than  1800  eledors;  To  that  one  half 
of  the  whole  of  the  houfekeepers  of  Southwark,  paying  fcot 
and  lor,  that  is,  highland  low,  excluding  thofe  who  pay  no 
taxes,  might  be  faid  to  be  in  favour  of  tlie  bill, 

Lorety$hn  Ruffil  did  not  rife  to  objeS  to  bringing  up  the 
petition^  bat  he  wondered  how  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  ftate  that  petition  to  be  the  general  fcnfeof  the  inhabi- 
tants,* or  allow  it  to  be  a  decided  majority,  even  if  the  ele£loril 
were  no  more  than  i8oOi  though  Lord  John  Kuflel  had  heard 
them  computed  at  2000.  There  was  a  material  difference,, 
however,  he  obfcrved,  in  the  manner  of  Agnins  the  two  pe« 
titions.  The  petition  juft  prefented  was  only  iiRned  l^  three, 
parifbes  out  of  iive,  after  preparation,'  opportunity,  and  indi* 
vidual  application,  while  the  other  was  voluntarily  figned  in 
the  fpace  of  twenty- four  hours  only,  by  upwards  of  8oo« 

LIBEL   UPON   THE   HOUSE. 

Mr,  Sheridan  prefented  the  Report*  of  the  Committee  ap« 
pointed  to  enquire  who  was  the  author  of  a  pamphlet  entituled, 
*'  Thoughts  on  the  Englijh  Governmiut.'^ 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  read.     After  which 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe,  he  faid,  to  move,  that  the  report  Ibould 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  but  the  f^^i^^r  informed  him,  tliat  fuch 
a  motion  would  preclude  him  from  making  any  fubfequent 
motion  for  fixing  a  day  for  the  confideration  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  it  was  his  wi(h  that  gentlemen 
fliould  have  fome  time  for  the  examination  of  the  report.  His 
own  view  of  the  fad  was,  whether  it  could  be  brought  home 
to  a  man  in  the  lltuation  of  Mr.  Reeves,  and  conne£Ud»  as  he 
was,  with  the  adminidration  of  the  country. 

He  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  report  be  printed,  and 
taken  into  confideration  on  Friday,  December  4th. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fubmitted  it  to  the  Houfe, 
whether  there  was  a  neceflity  for  entering  into  a  confideration 
gf  the  report  fo  e^rly  as  Friday,  Upon  the  doctrine  contained 
in  the  pannphlet,  the  Houfe  had  already  declared  their  bpinion. 
It  was  true,  that  queftions  of  privilege  were  generally  difcufled 
as  fooM.  as  pofTible ;  but  as  the  Houfe  had  already  argued  the 
fubjfd,  he  conceived  that  the  Houfe  might  exercife  its  difcrc- 
tion  with  refpeft  to  the  period  when  the  report  (hould  be  con- 

£dcred, 

•  Vide  Appendix. 
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fidered.  _  As  Tome  important  bufineGi  ftood  for  Friday^  he 
'WiCbed  that  the  report  (hould  not  be  taken  into  coniideration 
till  Tuefday,  the  8th. 

Mr.  Fox  ftaf ed,  that  Tuefday  was  fixed  for  the  call ;  and 
that  the  report  of  the  budget  would  probably  heprefenttd  upoa 
that  day.  The  important  bufinefs  fixed  for  Friday  might  not, 
he  fuggeded,  occupy  much  debate. 

The  Cha7iceUor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  he  did  not  defire 
to  delay  unneceflanly  the  confideration  of  the  report. 

After  fome  farcher  cunverfation,  it  wa$  fixeif  that  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  fhould  be  the  fecond  ordec  of  the  day  on 
Friday  the  4tb.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the 
pnean  time. 

BILL    FOR   SUPPRESSING    SEDtTIOUS    MEETINGS. 
The  order -of  the  day,  for  receiving  the  report  of  the  Com« 
mittee  on  the  Bill  for  prohibiting  feditious  meetings  having . 
been  read* 

Mr.  Fox  f^id  it  was  not  his  intention  to  debate  the  general 
principle  of  the  Bill  with  the  modifications  it  had   undergone  . 
in  the  Committee  in  that  ftage  of  it.     lie  wifhcd,  howei^er, 
^at  the  Houfe  fliould,  if  pofiible,  underftand  it.     His  declared 
he  had  perufed  it  with  attention,  and  he  was  ready  to  confefs^ 
that  be  did  not  underftand  it ;  and  from  what  had  fallen  from  a 
learned  gentleman  that  dav^  refpedtng  political  lectures,  he 
was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  framers  of  the  Bill  did  not  un- 
derftand it  much  better  than  himfelf.     He  particularly  com- 
plained of  the  amt^iguity  of  that  claufe  which  included  within 
the  operation  of  the  ad,    "  every  houfe,  room,  1ield,ior  other 
place,  which  (hall  be  opened  and  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  deli- 
vering ]e\5lures,or  publicly  debating,  &c.  whether  fuch  hbufe, 
room,  field,  or  place,  (hall  be  opened  and  ufcd  for  any  fuch  pur- 
pofe  alone,  or  for  any  fuch  purpose  together  with  any  other  pur- 
pofC)  or  under  whatever  pretence  the  fame  fhall  be  opened  and 
ufed,  to  which  any  perfon  fhall  be  admitted  bv  the  payment  of 
money,  or  by  tickets  fold  for  money,  &c.''     Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
confidered  this  claufe  as  including  every  houfe  where  money 
was  taken  for  admiflion)  and  confequently  that  political  de- 
bates, either  profefTedly,  or  incidentally,  were  introduced.     If 
fo,  it  would  reach  to  every  fociety ;  for  example,   the  Whig 
Club,  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member,  met  at  a 
tavern,  and  paid  a  certain  annual  fubfcription,  partly  for  the 
ufe  of  the  houfe,  and  partly  for  incidental  expences ;  would^  or 
would  not,  the  tavern,  under  the  prcfent  provifion  of  the  Bill, 
be  liable  to  be  pronounced  a  diforderly  houfe,  and  incur  the 
penalties  of  the  Qill  ?  The  provifions  of  the  Biil  would  attach 

on 
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t>n  fuchhoufe  the  fame  as  on  ahoufe  where  money  v^as  taken 
for  political  lefturcs ;  in  both  money  wa§  taken  fpr  the  accom- 
modation of  the  company*  The  fame  obfervations  would  apply 
t?o  all  focreties  compdfed  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  tor 
the  moft  laudable  purpofes,  if  they,  incidentally  introduce  poli- 
tics into  their  converfatibn.  He  called  on  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  to  ftate  on  what  principle  of  policy  this  reftridlioil 
was  to  take  place.  No  meeting,  to  difcufs  the  propriety  of  cut- 
ting a  navigably  canal^  could  be  held  at  an  inn  in  the  country, 
where  money',  on  fuch  occafions,  was  ufually  taken  for  the 
nfc  of  the  room,  although  politics  did  not  conftitute  a  part  of 
the  CDiTverfation,  without  the  landlord  incurring  the  penalties  of 
the  Bill.  It  might  be  faid,  that  innkeepers,  &c.  mrght  qualify 
themfctves  by  taking  out  a  licence,  the  fame  as  political  le&u- 
rers:  he  would  fubmit  it  hpWever  to  thejuftico  of  the  Houfc, 
whether  perfons  contributing  fo  largely  to  the  revenue  ought 
to  be  opprefled  with  additional  burthens,  efpeciafly  when  their 
boufes  were  not  opened  or  ufed  for  the  exprefe  purpofe  of  politi- 
cal difcuiHons;  and  whether  they  ought  tobefuhjedtp  pu* 
nilhment  in  confequence  of  any  topics  of  a  policial  nature  be- 
ing incidentally  introduced  by  the  peribns^who  frequented,  or 
cafually  dropt  in  at  a  meeting  convened  for  any  fpecial  pur- 
pofe ?  The  Houfe  ought  clearly  to  underftand  the  import  of 
the  words,  that  they  might  know  on  whom  the  fiill  would  at* 
tach.  To  him  it  was  obvious,  that  it  would  include  fome 
whom  the  framers  of  it  would  he  believed,  wifb  to  exclude ; 
and  it  would  likewife  pcclude  others  whom  they,  he  took  it  for 
granted^Wifbed  to  include* 

The  power  of  difcriminaiion  might  perhaps  be  left  to  the 
magiftrates :  it  was,  however,  impoffible  for  them,  who  were 
too  often  illiterate  perfons,  to  put  the  proper  con(lru£tion  on 
an  aiEt  of  parliament,  vhich  the  legifl^ture  themfclves  did  npt 
comprehend,  Tainvcft  them  with'difcretionary  power^  was 
dangerous  in  the  extreme ;  and  it  furely  never  could  be  the 
policy  of  this  kingdom,  to  fuflFer  them  to  difTolve  meetings  for 
the  improvements  t)f  arts  and  fciences,  which,  under  certain 
circumt^anccs,  they  would  under  the  Bill  be  empowered  to 
do. .  He  did  not  ftate  thefe  things  with  any  view  of  fliewmg 
that  he  approved  of  any  thing  in  the  Bill,  he  detefted  the  prin^ 
ciple  of  it ;  he  ftated  them  for  the  purpofe  of  knowing  in  what 
light  thev  ftruck  the  authors  of  the  Bill,  in  order  that  the 
way  might  be  cleared  for  a  debate  on  the  third  reading,  and 
tiiat  he  might  not  be  entangled  with  perpetual  recurrence  to 
the  provifions  «)f  the  Bill,  when  he  (hould  come  to  oppefe  it 
<|a  the  third  leading.    In  ihort^  he  wanted  to  know  of  the 

promoters 
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promoters  oFthc  Bill,  what  it  was  which  the  Bill  would)  am! 
what  it  would  not,  prohibit  ? 

The  Chancillor  of  the  Exchequer  denied,  that,  according  to 
the  natural  conftru^lion  of  the  words  in  th«  Bill,  any  of  the 
inconveniences  pointed  out  by  Mr,  Fox  could  occur.  If  the 
magiftrates  abufed  the  difcrejtiQn  repofed  in  them,  the  party 
aggrieved  would  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  fuperior  courts, 
where  the  proper  conftruftion  would  be  put  on  the  word- 
ing of  the  Bill ;  and  if  there  appeared  a  milapplication  of  the 
found  difcrction  which  it  was  their  duty  to  exerciCr,  puiriOv-  . 
ment  would  of  courfe  attach  on  them.  The  expediency  of 
diemeafure  had  already  been  .difcufled,  and  the  houfe  had 
agreed  on  the  neceflityl  of  checking  that  torrent  of  licentiouC- 
nefs  which  threatened  \o  fweep  before  it  every  thing  that  was 
valuable  in  the  conftitution.  If  more  latitude  was  given  to 
the  peifons  who(e  conduct  juilified  the  reftri£lion,  it  would 
open  the  door  to  evafions,  and  thereby  render  the  proviiions 
of  the  bill  nugatory,  it  had  been  afked,  whether  every  houfe^ 
lynere  political  fubjeiEls  might  be  introduced  incidentally, 
was  to  be  deemed  diforderly  ?  This  would  be  a  fit  queftion 
for  the  confidcration  of  the  magiftratc,  who  would,  no  doubt, 
difcriminate  between  a  houfe  where  a  meeting  was  convened 
for  one  purpofe,  and  another  carried  on.  The  bill  muflb 
coropfehend  that  in  its  perview  and  provifions,  or  the  claufe 
be  altogether  lufti  and  a  fpeciiic  regulation  made  againft 
lectures  and  debates.  He  declared  he  wa$  not  aware  of  atiy 
other  line  of  fliftinflion  that  could  be  drawn ;  if,  however, 
gentleman,  in  oppofuion,  who  had  not  deigned  to  give  th^ir 
affiftance  in  the  committee,  would  now  fugged  any  amendr 
ment,  or  propoft  any  pradiical  diftin£tion,  the  Houfe  he  was 
perfuaded  would  liften  to  it  with  plcafure..  As  an  individual 
member  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  declaring,  that 
the  provifions  of  the  bill  were  equally  well  calculated  to 
reftrain  the  progrefs  of  feditiou,  and  to  protect  the  innocent 
from  oppreffion. 

Mr.  Fox  took  notice  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
had  admitted  it  to  b^  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  reftrid}  in  the 
particular  cafes,  and  he  himfelf  thought  it  an  impoilibility  : 
as  he  did  not  fet  his  wits  to  combat  impoffibilities,  be  fbould 
recur  to  his  former,  objefiion  upon  that  part  of  the  claufe  ia 
which  the  words  flood,  <<  and  under  whatever  pretence  ^"^  be 
declared  himfelf  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  the  reply  his 
quei^ion  had  received.  The  h€k  was  evident,  tl^  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  did*  not  undcrfland  it  themfelves ;  and,  in  the 
name  of  commpn  fenfc,  could  there  be  a  greater  abfurdlty^ 

than 
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thsn  to  refer  that  to  the  difcuffion  of  a  magtftrate,  when  the 
Houfe,  that  palled  jhc  bill,  did  not  themfelves  underffand  it? 
What  was  this  but  faying,  We  pafs  laws  ;  bat  we  leave  you 
to  explam  them.  He  fliould  ihcrdentally  remark  upon  the 
univerfalHy  attributed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
^tothefentimentof  intolerable  grievance,  refulting  from  cer- 
» tain  political  Icflures.  He,  for  one,  faw  nothing  like  this 
fcnnihcnt  exifting,  although  certainly  he  had  ilo  predileflioh 
in  favour  of  political  lectures.  Aftet  confidenng  a  variety  of 
cafes  that  prcfented  themfelves  to  his  mind  very  powerfufi/j 
he  could  not.but  object  to  the  provifion,  which  left  it  in  the 
difcrejion  of  the  magiftratc  to  pronounce  upon  the  degree  cif 
innocence  of  intention  by  which  meetings  eventually  political 
flight  be  fufFered  in  houfcs  opened  for  other  purpofes.'  He 
again  therefore  prcflcd  for  fome  fair  and  candid  interpretation 
upon  the  fubjedl  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Hoiife, 

The  Attorney  General  declared,  he  could  not  bring  his  nrind 
to  conceive  that  the  words  could  be  tortured  to  the  fenfe  gen- 
demen  had  been  pleafed  to  give  them.  He  wi(hed  to  call  to 
their  recolkdlton  a  law  framed  by  a  learned  gentleman  of  great 
abilities:  in  the  year  1781,  (Mr.  iMansfield,)  for  preventing 
public  meetings  on  the  febbath,  profeffedly  for  explaining  the 
icripture5,*but  really  for  certain  wicked  purpofes.  That 
a^!*,  liable  as  ft  undoubtedly  was  to  all  the  objedions  that  had 
been  urged  tn  the  prefent  inftance,  paffcd  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament.  It  was  plain,  that,  if  any  meeting  was  held  for 
the  exprcfs  purpofes  prohibited,  it  became  punimable  ?  If  on 
.  the  other  hand  a  meeting  was  held  exprefsly  ibr  another  pur-  • 
pofe,  but  really  for  any  of  the  prohibited  purpofes,  ought  it 
iiotto  be  equally  puniflied  ?  Gentlemen  might  have  fuggefted, 
if  they  were  fo  inclined,  amendments  ^  inftead  of  purfuing 
that  regular  parliamentary  method  of  amending  any  claufe  of 
the  bill,  that  they  might  confider  to  require  modification,  they 
oppoled  the  whole,  on  account  of  a  fingle  objediion  to  a  part 
of  it.  He  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  confider,  whether  this  partial 
grievance  was  to  fuperlcde  the  public  advantage  ariilng  from 
the  prohibition  of  the  mifchief. 

A4r,  Shertdan  faid,  nothing  that  he  had  heard  removed  the 
cbje£tion  taken  by  his  right  honourable  friend ;  with  regard 
to  th«  aft  quoted  by  the  learned  gentleman,  it  did  certainly 
not  apply  in  the  leait  to  the  caf<?  in  point ;  the  learned  gelitle- 
man  was  iriccurate  when  he  ftated  that  it  pafled  Without 
objeftion  ;  Mr.  Sheridan  well  recollefted,  that  at  the  tirhej. 
he  had  himfeif  oppofed  the  bill  as  too  extctifive  in  its  provi*- 

.  iionss^ 
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fions,  anJ  too  liberal  of  its  conftrudlion.  In  refpe^i  to  the 
plaufe  alluded  to,  although  gentlemen  could  not  exped  him 
to  take  any  great  delight  in  amending  their  ^ills,  and  he  did 
noC  know  whether  be  would  if  he  gouM,  yet  he  pronounced 
the  ptefirnt  hill  to  be  one  which  it  was  impoffible  to  amend* 
As  far  as  he  underftood  it,  it  went  abfolutely.  to  the  prohibit 
tion  of  all  political  difiruffions  whatevei^,  and  he  believed  was 
intended  by  its  authors  to  do  fo :  he  therefore  wanted  a 
diftinfl  anfwer  to  a  plain  and  Ample  qutffttoa ;  Would  fucb 
an  inftitution  as  the  Whig  Club,  for  inftance^  be  fuffered 
after  the  bill  paflM  to  aflertbk  without  a  licenfe  i  Or.  wo.uld 
Mr  Reeves's  Afibciation,  or  the  meeting  at  the  St.Alban's  i 
There  never  could  be,  in  fa<S,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  any  toeetr 
ing  whatever,  how  ufual  to  ever  they  might  have  been,  -and 
on  whatever  diverfity  of  motives  aflembled,  but,  if  politics 
were  once  introduced,  from  that  moment  the  houfes  were 
diforderly  houfes. 

Mr.  Anftruther  faid,  that  if  he  underftood  the  objedioi^ 
it  was,  that  if  clubs  or  ailemblies,  however  innocent  in  their 
nature,  and  dilFerent  in  their  obje^,  incidentally  Fell  into 
debate  on  political  fubjedls,  they  would  be  comprehended 
\inder  the  cbufr.  He  did  not  think,  however,  diat  that  was 
the  cafe  \  if  a  club,  profcflfcdly  for  an  innocent  pur^ 
poTe,  admitted  difiruifiofti  of  a  political  nature  Under  that 
pretext,  they  fhouldin  his  opinion  be  flopped.  ,  Thequeftioo 
then  came  to  this,  if  the  objeA  of  a  nteeling  was  di  redly 
political,  there  was  no  doubt)  and  if  a  different,  profeilion 
was  abuied,  there,  was  warrantable  bccailoo  for  the  difcrecioo 
of  the  magiftrate  to  interfere. 

Mr,  Gny  (aid  that  his  honourable  friend's  (Mr.  Fox)  obr 
je&ion,  had  not  been  fairly  met ;  if  a  meeting  did  in  fad  take 
place,  where  political  difcuffions  arofe,  it  would  come  under 
the  bill  as  it  ttood,  fince  there  was  no  mention  in  it  of  the 
pretence  of  the  meeting.  Were  there  to  bo  a  county  meet-* 
i.Bg,  called  for  the  purpofe  of  pe^tioning  againft  grie* 
Vance,  at  any  inn,  where  each  perfoo  paid  foxjiis  propor-- 
tion,  ihe  difcuffion  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  meeting  would  come 
under  the  words  of  the  bill,  and  without  a  licenfe  the  houfc 
would  be  liable  to  be  con&dered  diforderly.  ^'  Policy"  was  a 
word  of  very  general  defcription  and  wide  extent,  and  might 
include  every  fpecies  of  meeting  on  general  topics. .  On  his 
Ade  of  thehoufe,  he  faid,  it  had  been  maintained  at  fijft,  that 
firiendly.focieties  would  he  fubjed  to  it,  as  *'  meetings  on  any 
prete|ice»  where  politics  might  be  dcbatcd^V  )ii^^  forbidden  \ 
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but  thcfe  words,  "  any  pretence"  had  been  fince  put  out, 
which  confirmed  him  in  that  opinion.  Every  other  meeting, 
lefliires  on  liw,  or  any  other  fubjed,  would  be  compre- 
hended;  and  where  money  was  taken  for  admiHion  into  a 
room  where  politics  became  the  topic  of  converfition,  the  bill 
would  interfere. 

Mr  Jniiruihcr  faid,  he  faw  that  he  had  been  mifconceived; 
He  meat^t,  if  a  meetin*^  was  bona  fide  for  one  purpofe,  and 
dd  falfo  for  political  difcuflion,  that  it  ought  to  come  under 
the  prohibition.  •    • 

Mr.  Sheridan  defired  from  the  learned  gentleman  an.an- 
fwer  to  the  queftion,  Whether  a  tavern-  keeper  fuffering  a 
meeting,  fuch  asthe  Whig  Club,  to  be  held,  would  tbe*ma{ler 
of  the  houfe  be  <^Iiged  to  take  out  the  liccnfc  ? 

Mr.  Mainwarhigj  in  confsquence  of  the  great  difficulty 
in  the  reftridion,  confefled  by  the  right  honourable  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  was  induced  to  move  a  provifo,  that 
^he  marters  of  vi£luaf!ing-h6ufes^  alc-houfes,  and  other  places 
of  public  entertjinmcnr,  fhould  not  be  liable  for  the  confc- 
quences  of  fuch  debates  or  difcuffions  as  might  unadvifedly 
arife.  In  meetings  held  for  very  different  oftenfible  purpofes, 
and  of  which  they  could  prove  their  having  no  fort  of  know- 
ledge. 

T/je  Solicitor  Giueral  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  conftrudtion  of  this  claufe,  it  would,  after  al), 
remain  fora  court  and  a  jury  to  determine  upon  it,  and  that 
therefore  there  was  not  that  fort  of  difcretionary  power  vefted 
in  a  magiftrate  which  had  been  fuppofed.  He  faid,  it  was 
certainly  not  the  objedlof  thofe  who  brought  in  the  bill  to  put 
vintners  and  publicans  under  re(lri£tions,  or  to  harrafs  them 
with  penalties.  In  order  to  charge  the  mailer  of  a  houfe  with 
a  penalty,  it  muft  be  proved  that  theVe  political  or  debating 
clubs  were  held  with  his  knowledge ;  and  that  the  original 
defignof  the  meeting  of  fuch  perfons  was  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  holding  fuch  political  difcuffions;  and  where  money 
was  paid  on  admiflion,  for  that  exprefs  purpofe :  before  any 
maftcr  of  a  houfe  could  therefore  be  charged  with  a  penalty, 
ic  muil  be  proved  that  the  meeting  was  held  in  it  with  his  cog- 
nizaruce,  and  that  the  money  was  paid^on  admiffion,  for  the 
purpofe  of  public  debate.  If  a  meeting  or  aflembly  was  con- 
vened for  one  purpofe,  and  converted  to  fomc  other  purpofe 
than  that  which  was  intended,  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  was 
not  in  that  cafe  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  bill.  It  would 
indeed  be  a  moft  extravagant  conftruftion  of  the  claufe,  that 
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a  perfon  fbould  be  made  liable  to  penalties,  becaufe  tbofe  prc-». 
fent  at  a  public  entertainment,,  might  be  t'orcedi  to  hear  things 
contrary  to  the  profefTed  intention  of  their  attendance.  It  never 
could  be  fuppofed,  that,  becaufe  perfons  meet  to  dine  at  a 
tavern,  and  the  converfation  afterwards  turns  on  political  fub- 
je&Sy  that  therefore  the  tavern-keepers  ihould  be  liable  to 
puniftiment*  Such  feverity  would  be  peculiarly  prepofterous 
)n  penal  a^b,  which  mud  be  conftrucd  by  a  jury  ;  and,  in 
fuch  cafes,  the  leaning  both  of  the  court  and  jury  was  alwa/s 
againft  extending  the  meaning  of  an  a£t,  and  againft:  includ- 
ing any  perfon  not  dire<Sly  within  the  purport  of  it.  With 
regard  to  couptry  or  county  meetings,  w'here  rnoney  was  paid 
for  the  ufe  of  a  room,  he  could  not  fee  how  iuch  a  meeting 
could  come  within  the  meaning  o(  the  a£l. 

Mr.  Grey  ftated  again  the  cafe  of  a  meeting  to  require  the 
magiftrate  to  figa  a  requifition  ;  and  as  the  bill  exprefsl v  faid, 
that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  pay,  or  receive  money,  ccc.  he 
contended  that  fuch  meeting  came  within  the  prohibition. 
Every  perfon  ufually  paid  a  (hilling  for  admiifion  ;  and  hence 
it  was  clear,  from  the  nature  of  their  enquiry,  that  the  meet* 
iiig  was  prohibited  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  M.  Rcblnfon  faid,  he  could  only  colled^,  that  the  Solicitor 
General  was  unable  to  give  any  clear  opinion  upon  the  bill,  as 
be  had  not  had  it  in  his  power  diftindtiy  to  ftate  his  o\i*n 
opinion. 

Mr.  P(m:y5  faid,  he  thought  the  difcufllon  irregular,  and 
that  the  grievance  io  much  infifted  on  was  merely  ideal;  but 
even  admitting  all  that  had  been  faid  by  Oppofition,  he  faw- 
DO  obje(^ion  to  the  paiHng  of  the  bill.  It  was  furcly  no  great 
grievance  for  perfons,  having  houfes  and  places  of  public 
entertainment,  to  pay  for  an  additional  licence. 

Mr.  Powys  then  moved,  ^'  that,  the  amendments  of  the 
committee  be  now  read." 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  was  f:ire  a  gentleman,  who  could 
exprefs  bimfelf  as  the  honourable  member  that  fit  down  did, 
fo  far  from  unJerftanding  the  bill,  did  not  underftaiid  the 
nature  of  the  Englifli  conftitution.  That  was  a  /ufficicnt 
rsafon  to  induce  him  to  wi(h  to  defer  the  confidcration  of  the 
report,  being  perfuadeJ  that  other  gentlemen  were  in  the 
fame  predicament  with  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  de- 
clared he  was  far  from  being  fatisfied  by  theaiifwers  he  had 
heard  from  learned  gentlemen  ;  and  that  made  him  defirous  of 
more  time.  He  apprehended,  that  any  fociety,  fuch  as  met 
i^  innocent  and  convivial  purpofes,  if  they  turned  for  a 

0^2  moment 


jaf    W0#DFALt*9  ^ARtlAMMTARV  MPORT9.  .     [CoXifoirK 

moment  to  politics,  Vrcrc  cxpofed  to  all  the  feveritics  of  the 
bill.  It  was  not  merely  the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  but  the 
chairmah)  the  toaft-mafter,  &e.  who  were  liable  to  the 
penalty.  No  anfwer  had  been  made  to  his  honourable  friend's 
cafe  of  a  requifition  ;  it  was  no  anfwer  to  fay,  that  theorder 
and  diforder  was  to  be  determined  by  a  jury.  Was  die  con* 
ftruc^ion  t>f  adts  of  parliament,  he  afked,  the  province  of  a 
jury?  He  wiihed  gentlemen  to  be  explicit,  and  to  fay  what 
they  did  mean  to  prohibit,  and  what  they  did  not  mean  to 
-prohibit;  and,  as  he  was  aware  that  he  inodd  get  no  de- 
finite anfwer,  from  what  he  had  already  heard,  he  would 
move,  as  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Powys's  motion,  that  the 
word  *^  T-o-morrow*'  be  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  "  now." 

Mr.  Shivldan  fccondcd  the  motion,  and  (aid,  he  vrould 
aflc  the  fcvcn  learned  gentlemen  ranged  in  fable  array  oyer 
againft  him,  whether  or  not,  under  the  Bill,  a  houfe  became^ 
difordcrly  as  foon  as  political  topics  were  introduced  by  any 
company  aflembled  in  it?  He  ftated  the  hardibips  under 
which  the  publicans  would  labour,  if  they  wore  forced  tohaviJ* 
a  licence,  which  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Powys) 
coufid^red  fo  flight  a  grievance;  as  thefe  licences  would  be 
given  or  refufed,  accorvling  to  thcv^vi^iim  or  corruption  of 
magiftratcs.  A  licence,  for  infhince,  mi-:ht  be  given  for 
Mr.  Reeves's  affociatioti,  while  the  Whig  Chib,  'and  the 
Friends  .of  the  People,  might  prevent  the  houfe  wbere  they' 
met  from  obtaining  a  licence. 

The  Cbaficellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  hfe  could  not  fee 
the  propriety  of  delaying  the  confideration  of  the  whole  re- 
port, on  accoutrt  of  any  difficulty  which  had  arifen  as  to  a 
fingle  claufe.  He  faid  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  ought  to 
have  contributed  their  a^ftance  in  amending  the  Bill  in  the 
Committee,  inftead  of  referving  their  objeilions  to  that 
fta^e. 

Mr.  Grey  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  this  difcuffion  had 
arifen  from  a.  queftion  put  by  his  honourable  friend,  (Mr. 
Fox)  to  which  leveral  attempts  had  been  made,  without 
fttccefs,  to  give  an  anfwer. 

The  queilion  being  put  on  Mr.  Fox*s  amendment,  it  was 
negatived  without  a  divifion. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  oppofition  then  left  the  Houfe. 

ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. '  t 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  take  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
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mittee  upon  the  Bill  for  preventing  feditious  meeting^)  &c. 
into  confideration.  *  : 

The  Chancellor  ef  ihi  Exchequer  fiud,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  the  intention  (f  the  framers  and  fupporters  of  the 
Billy  to  lay  the  reftraints  reprefented  by  fome  gentlemen  on 
meetings  for  ftgning  requiittfons,  or  on  Ie<5hires,  or  odier 
meetings  that  were  not  of  the  dercfiption  which  the  Houfe 
would  unanimoufly  pronounce  tt>  be  intDkmUe,  and  utterhr 
mconfiflent  with  orfer  and  good  government ;  namely,  thofo 
feditiotts  lectures  on  which  men  employed  riidr  tailents  in 
order  to  gain  a  livelihood.  He  had^in  confequcbee  of  fevera)  > 
fuggeftions,  an  amendment  to  propofe,  whidi  he  though! 
would  obviate  ail  difficulties :  and  be  flioiild  be  happy  to 
hear  any  further  fuggeftions  in  order  to  render  it  more  per«« 
ftSt.  in  doing  this^  he  obferved  that  he  was  not  departing 
from  any  part  of  the  original  defisfn,  but  merely  reconciling 
and  adaptilig  the  Bill  to  &e  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intend- 
ed. The  amendment  was  to  malce  a  licence  from  the  magif. 
trates  neceflary  ^^  for  any  houfe,  room,  field,  or  mother  place 
in  which  -  a  meeting  (hottld  be  held,  or  leAures  delivered, 
difcuffing  the  law^,  policy,  or  conftitution  of  this  kihgdom, 
for  which  purpofe  money  or  any  otHer  valuable  things, 
fiiould  be  received  from  the  perfons  who  attended  them.'^ 

Mr.  Stanley^  in  confequence  of  the  extenfivc  fignification 
of  the  words,  law  and  conftitution,  propofed  a  further  amend* 
ment  to  the  objeSs  of  the  meetings,  by  ufing  the  words 
^^  difcourfes  or  ledures  tending  to  bring  his  Majeft/s  name 
and  authority  into  contempt,  &c." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  it  would  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  anfwer  to  this  propofa),  (Imply  to  date  the  awkward- 
nefs  and  abfurdity  of  making  a  licence  neceflary  to  a  meet* 
ing  for  bringing  the  King's  authority  into  contempt. 

The  amendment  moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Solicit^iv  General  moved  ain  amendment,  to  obviate  the 
inconvenicncies  that  might  arife  from  the  printer^  of  newf- 
papers  refufing  to  infert  notices  for  public  meetings,  an4. 
propofed  that  a  notice,  left  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace, 
ihould  be  fuiBcient  for  the  purpofe,  whiph  was  agreed  tci. 

He  alfo  moved,  that  to  the  words   '^  Lords  Lieutehant  of 
Counties  and  Sheriffs,"  (hould  i>e  added  the  conveners  of 
« counties  in  Scotland,  which  was  alfo  agreed  to. 

The  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrofftd  and  read  a 
tbird'time  on  Thurfday,  the  jd.    Adjourned* 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, . 
Wednesday,  December  x. 

UEEL   ON    THE    CONSTITUTION.     ,    ,    -  , 

The  order  of  ^be  day  being  read,  ' 

The  Earl  efAlbermarle  claimed  the  indulgence  and  atten<^ 
tion  of  the  Iloufc  purfuant  to  a  notice  he  had,  the  day  before 
given.  He  faid^he  would  ftate^  as  (hortly  as  poiTible,  the reafons 
that  had  inituped;  him  tocfiuf^  their  Lordfbips  to  be/um- 
moned  upon  the  confideration  of  a  pamphlet  which  be  was^ 
fiire  all  who  .read,  it  muft  acknowledge  to  be  a  performance 
that  required  .their  immediate-  interference.  The  pamphlet 
contained  do£lrines  dlre6kly  hcftile  to  the  Ijpirit  of  pur  con- 
ilitution,.ai)d  tending,  to  alienate  from  the  minds  pf  ti>e,  people 
their  affedlion  to  it.  It  was  alfo  a  grofs  and  unwarrantable 
libel,  upon  xht  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  This  not  being  a 
party  queftipn,  .nor  a  fubje^ft  of  ^ifcuffion,  (for  no  man  in  tha^| 
Houfe.h^:wafifurc  would  ri^  tQ  defend  the  dodrines  it  incul- 
cated) he  hoped,  for  once  at  le^,  their  Lordfbips  might 
come  to  an  ulmnimous  vote  upon  it.  Much  as  he  was  averfe. 
to  prolecUtiQns  in  general  for,  the  publication  of  political 
opinionsi  ha  chufr,  neverthelefs,.  preis  for  the  coiKiemnation 
<pf  this  book>  in^fmuch  as,  from  the  peculiar  circumftances 
attending  it)  ft  .formed  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
If  the  feledioa  bf  a  few  paflagc^s  only  were  brought  forward, 
^d  thpfe  were  nqt  fupported  by  the  general  context  of  the 
work,  then  he  fhould  fay  it  was  harfh  to  judge  it  in  that 
mode :  but  if  thofe  paflages  were  ftrengthened*  by  the  geV 
neraland  univerfal  tendency  of  the  whole  worlc^  if  the  doc^ 
trine$  ipculc^ted  were  uniformly  fuftained  by  the  whole  chain 
of  reafohing  which  the  author  ufed  ;  and  if,  throughotir^  \ht 
intent  of  the  author  appeared  evident  and  uniform,  then  they 
might  be  fairly  quoted.  If,  alfo,  they  were  merely  the  fpecu- 
lacive  Opinions  of  an  infulatcd  political  writer,  and  were  left 
to  thecomtnon  modes  of  circulation,  much  excufe  might  be 
admitted.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  pamphlet  throughout 
was  equally  and  uniformly  an  atrocious  libel  on  the  conflitu*^ 
tionj  if  it  was  one  of  the  many  libels  circulated  upon  the 
fame  fyilem  ;  if  it  came  from  a  pcrfon  whofe  fituation  in  the 
country  and  particular  connection  with  government,  gave  it^ 
particular  weight  and  influence  in  the  country;  then  it  be-* 
came  matter  of  ferious  conAderation  indeed  ;  particularly  as 
it  was  underftood  to  contain  principles   not  difcordant   to 
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the  fenciments  of  a  nobleman  high  in  office,  under  wboFein* 
fluence  they  might  have  been  dineminated. 

Uode'r  fuch  cirrumftances  as  theTe,  it  became  their  lord- 
ihips  to  ufe  their  power,  and  determine  upon  the  libel.  He 
ihould  be  well  content  to  have  the  pamphlet  read  at  lenght 
to  their  lordflitps,  without  offering  a  ftngfe  comment ;  he  was 
fure  it  would  condemn  itfelf ;  for  the  paflages  it  contained 
were  fo  ftrong,  they  were  impoffiblc  to  be  miftaken ;  and 
their  tendency  fo  diredt,  that  they  would  immediateiy  fix  the 
attention  of  the  mind,  and  carry  a  conviftion  of  their  mean- 
ing.  He  would  not,  however,  fo  feverely  tax  the  patience 
o\  their  lordihips ;  becaufe,  although  it  was  a  laboured  and 
artful  worki  it-  was  wretcliedly  dull.  To  fave,  therefore^ 
their  lordfliips  the  trouble,  he  would  endeavour  to  recapitulate 
the  pofitions  it  maintained,  and  then  read  a  few  of  the  paflages, 
by  which  they  were  endeavoured  to  be  fupportcd. 

I.  That  the  King  alone  makes  laws.  2.  Hiat  the  other 
branches  of  the  legiflature  are  derived  from  the  King* 
3.  That  our  liberties  were  grants  from  the  King.  4.  Tnat 
the  only  objeA  of  the  revolution  was  to  fecure  us  a  Protef- 
tant  King,  And,  5.  That  the  verditSl  of  juries  went  for 
nothing. 

In  quoting  the  pafliages,  he  woutd.not  overftrain  the  ktkCt 
of  the  author;  indeed,  they  were  fo  plainly  expre/Tcd,  that^ 
when  their  lord(bips  heard  them,  they  mull  ailent  to  their 
tendency.  But  if  it  Ihould  be  objeded,  that  he  put  a  forced 
conftruction  upon  them,  he  would  give  up.  the  point,  and 
willingly  refer  to  the  direct  tendency  of  the  whole  work. 
His  lordQiip  here  read  extrafts  from  the  pamphlet,  "  Thoughts  . 
on  the  Enelifh  Government."  The  one  which  he  confidered 
to  be  the  ftrongeft,  was  that  (commented  upon  fomuch  in  the 
other  Houfe  of  parliament]  in  which  the  author  compared  the 
£ngli(h  government  to  a  tree,  of  which  monarchy  was  the 
trunk,  and  the  Lords  and  Commons  the  leaves  and  branches, 
l^he  leaves  and  branches  of  the  tree  might  be  lopped  ofFand 
thrown  into  the  fire,  and  yet  the  trunk,  though  ifaorn  of 
its  honours,  would  continue  :  k  the  kingly  government  would 
remain  entire,  though  the  lords  and  commons  ihould  be  lopt 
ofFI  This,  hislordihip  faid,  was  fo  diredly  the  reverie  of 
all  the  principles  of  the  conftititution^  that  it  required  no 
argument  to  prove  it. 

The  revolution  alio  only  fecured  us  a  Proteftnnt  King ; 
and  the  word  was  unknown  to  the  £ndii(h  law,  and  muft  be 
difpleafmg  to  the  King  to  hear  of.  <<  Good  God  !  my  lords, 
(faid  his  lordibip)^  can  the  mention  of  the  revolution  be  un* 

pleafing 
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frieafing  totbe  Hoafe  of  Brunfwick  ?'  That  revolution  which 
placed  them  on  the  throne  which  they  now  poflefs  ?  Nay  more* 
the  author  fatd,  that  the  revbiutibn  had  lieves  been  mentioned 
in  the  records 'of  parliament,  an  aflertioivthat  proved  the  ig- 
norance of  the  writer,  as  much  as  the  other  argunftent^  be  had 
ftated  proved  his  wickednefs  and  his  folly.  The  writer  for- 
got that  no  longer  fmce  than  the  trial  of  Sacheverel,  it  was 
recognised  by  foth  L^rds  and  Commons.  In  another  paf&ge, 
the  author  treated  the  Diflenters  as  a  fet  of  men  who  ought 
to  be  extirpated  from  the  earth/  And  fpeaking  of.  the  late 
trial8>  faid,  >^  though  they  (the  perfbns  arraigned)  were  ^0 
quitted  by  the  jury,  yet  they  were  condemned  by  the  coMn« 
try."  If  this  did  not  amount  to  make  the  verdk^  of  a  jury 
pafs  for  nothing,  he  did  know  what  did.  '  "^ 
,  The  Earl  faid,  he  could  not  conclude  without  taking  ibme 
liotice  of  the  work  of  a  fellow  labourer  in  the  fame  caufe, 
(Mr.  Arthur  Young;)  he  treated  the  whole  (cherae  of  our 
liber^  as  refulting  from  the  corruptions  of  our  government  i 
and  there  was  prefixed  to  diis  (Mr.  Reeves's)  work,  a  dedi- 
cation, ihewing  thatthey  had  embarked  in  the  tame  caufe,^  as 
it  ftated  the  good  efie£l  which  muft  anfe  from  the  circulation 
of  Mr.  Young's  book.  In  going  through  the  work,  his 
Lordfhip  again  declared,  he  had  not  oveirftrained  or  perverted 
any  one  pauage ;  in  proof  that  he  had  not  done  either,  he  was 
willing  to  reft  the  whole  of  his  argument  on  the  context  of  the 
pamphlet^  and  ihould  content  himfelf  with  laying  the  pamph« 
let  on  the  table. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  it  was  neceiiary  his  Lordfhip 
ihould  m^ove  fomething. 

Tl;e  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  after  a  paufe  of  a  few  fecond?, 
rofe  and  faid,  he  believed  his  noble  friend  was  perfectly  in  or* 
der  by  delivering  in  the  book  upon  the  table.  His  noble 
friend  had  fo  ably  ftated  the  feditious  and  dangerous  tendency 
of  the  pafllages  contained  in  the  pamphlet,  and  had  C>  fully 
eflabli^ed  his  charge  againft  the  author,  'of  being  guilty  of 
the  moft  audacious  attack  on  the  privileges  of  the  houfe, 
that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  in  him  to  attempt  adducing  any 
thine  further  in  fupport  of  his  propofitions.  He  conceived^ 
the-nrft  impulfe  which  Minifters  ought  to  havefhewn  on  the 
oocailon.  was,  their  indignation  againft  the  libels  and  calum* 
nies  which  they  had  juft  heard  read  againft  the  dignity  of  the 
houfe,  and  the*fafety  of  the  conftitution.  He  had  obferved 
the  ufual  whl/pering  and  gcfturcs  of  his  Majefty's  fervants, 
which  had  of  hxa  &en  the  uniform  pradlice  when  any  fubjeck 
was  introduced  by  any  noble  Lord,  who  was  not  JConne<iied 

with 
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with  them  in  politicks.  Inftead  pf  having  recourfe  to  fuch 
manifeftations  of  difapprobationt  they  ought  to  examine  the 
journals  of  Parliament;  they  would  then  difcover,  that  his 
noble  friend  was  co^ififtent  and  accurate  in  leaving  the  pamph- 
let before  (he  houfe.  He  conceived,  that  where  fuch  violation 
was  offered  againft  the^conftitution,  including  fuch  a^groft 
breach  of  privilege,  that  Minifters  would  have  rifen  with 
anxiety  and  alarm  to  wreft  the  bufinefs  out  of  the  handsi  of  hit 
noble  friend,  for  the  purpofe  of  oilering  a  motion  on  thofe 
paflages  on  which  he  had  animadverted. 

The  Duke  of  Leeds  (aid,  he  did  pot  think  th^t  the  noble 
Earl  had  been  diforderly  by  delivering  the  book  at  the  table,  or 
by  any  i^ep  he  had  taken ;  but  he  did  imagine  that,  the 
Houfe  being  fummoned,  it  muft  be  a  di&ppointment  to  rhera 
tbat  the  noble  Earl  had  not  bqen  prepared  with  fome  fpecific 
motion  to  bring. forward.  He  owned  he  hadexpedUd  either 
a.  motion  of  that  fort,  or  that  fome  noble  Lord  wduld  have 
moved  to  adjourn. 

Lard  Alhimarii  rofe,  and  moved,  '<  That  the  laid  pampb* 
let  is  a  malicious,  fcandalous,  and  feditious  libel,  containiqe  ' 
matter  tending  to  create  jealouftes  and  divifions  among  his 
Majefty's  fubjedts ;  to  alienate  their  affections  from  our  pre-» 
fent  form  of  government,  as  eftabliihed  in  King,  Lords  and 
Commons,  and  to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of.  our  free  con- 
ftitution }  and  that  the  faid  pamphlet  is  a  high  breach  of  the 
privil^es  of  this  houfe." 

LordGrewoilU  faid,  that  he  had  been  iUent,  becauie  he  ex^- 
peded  the  noble  Lord  had  fomething  more  to  propofe  to  the 
Houfe  than  merely  laying  the  pamphlet  upon  the  table.  He 
did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  noble  liarl  was  wrong  in  point  of 
order.  With  regard  to  the  pamphlet,  the  only  knowledge  b« 
had  of  it,  was  from  fomething  that  bad  follen  from  a  noble  Earl 
(Lord  Lauderdale)  in  a  former  night's  debate,  when  that  no* 
ble  Lord  had  read  an  extract  from  a  book,  the  author  ol  which 
he  did  not  at  that  time  know.  With  refpe6l  to  the  paragraphs 
which  had  been  read,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  pronouncing 
^em  to  be  fcandalous,  malicious,  and  as  unconftitutional  as 
any  words  that  ever  were  printed  or  written.  With  rcgurd 
Co  another  part  of  the  noble  Lorid's  fpeech,  he  meant  that  in 
^hich  he  iaid  that  the  fuppofed  author  of  this  pamphlet  had 
beea  connefied  with,  or  under  the  influence  of,  bis  Majefty's 
Minifters,  he  mjuft  deny  it  on  his  owti  parti  nor  could  he  help 
feeling  a  confiderable  decree  of.furprize  that  it  (hould  have 
enters  into  the  mind  of  any  man,  that  his  Majefty*s  Minir» 
fiers  would  ufe  their  influence  to  circulate  publicatioi^  calcu« 
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lated  to  alienvte  the  mtiidB  of  the  rubje£bt>f  this  counfry  fromv 
the  government^  when  it  was.  obvious  that  the  people  could 
never  be  more  happy,  than  while  they  preferved  and  enjoyed 
the  prefent  conftitution^  compofed  of  King,  Lords  ^nd  Con>-> 
mons?  He  did  not  mean,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bMfinefs^ 
to  enter  much  at  length  into  debate  upon  it ;  but,  on  the  point 
of  order,  he  thought  it  neceiTary  to  ftate,  that,  it-being  matter 
of  notoriety,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  uken  up  the 
bufinefs  of  the  libel,  and  bad  proceeded  a  certain  lengdi  in  their 
enquiry  refpeding  the  author,  which  there  was  no  doubt  tbey 
would  follow  up  by  proper  meafures,  he  thought  it  would  be 
extremely  premature  and  extremely  wrong  if  their  lordfliips 
were  to  take  any  ftep  in  the  bufinefs  at  prditnt.  The  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  gone  fo  hr  fn  their  enquiry,  that,  in  bis 
opinion,  it  muft  lead  to  one  of  two  proceedings;  either  of 
which  would  make  it  very  aukwaid  for  that  houfe  to  inter- 
fere. If  the  unfortunate  author  mf  the  libel  was  to  be  im- 
peached, their  lordfliips  would  be  prejudging  his  fate  by  any 
vote  they  might  come  to  that  evening>  becaufe  he  muft,  in 
cafe  of  an  impeachment^  come  before  them  in  a  judioial  capa* 
city  afterwards ;  the  fame  objedion  would  hold,  if  he  was 
ordered  to  be  profeeuted  in  another  way,  becaufe  it  might  then 
come  before  diem  in  their  judicial  capacity,  a$  the  derniir 
and  appellant  Court  of  Jurifdi^ion.  Having  dtfavowed  all 
knowledge  of  the  pampUet,  the  author,  or  £e  interference 
of  Adminiftration,  in  bringing  forward  fo  deteftaUe  a  work, 
and  conceiving  that,  from  the  proceedings  of  the  other  houfe^ 
tbey  ought  not  to  interfere  in  a  cafe  where  they  afterwards 
might  fit  as  )udges>  he  would  nove  that  the  houfe  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Thi  Earl  of  LauderdaU  faid,  when  he  expeded  an  oppofi- 
tion  to  his  nd>Ie  friend's  motion,  he  expeded  it  upon  fome 
fitch  grounds ;  however  he  1»as  certain  that  no  man  in  thac 
bbufe  would  dare  to  ftand  up  and  defend  the  libellous  and 
fcandalou^  dodrines  contained  in  that  book.  He  begged 
however  to  remind  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  that,  on  a 
former  occafion,  viz.  immediately  previous  to  the  introduAlon 
bf  a  Bill  for  the  fufpenfton  of  the  Hahtas.  Corpus  AA,  whea 
the  fame  argument  was  ufed  by  noble  lords  in  oppofition  to 
adminiftration,  it  was  treated  as  onedeierving  of  no  attention. 
Ought  that  houfe,  in  a  matter  Which  concerned  their  own 
privileges,  to  be  bound  by  what  was  paf&ng  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  while  that  houfe  was  engaged  ta  endeavouring 
to  proted  their  privileges  to  be  altogetl:^  unmindful  of  their 
.  own  i  If  they  flmiki  eomcto  the  Tote,  it  might  be  a  good  argu- 
ment 
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ment  in  the  other  houfe  why  the  impeacbmem  (hould  not  be 
the  mode  of  profecution;  but  it  csMne  with  an  ill  grace  from 
a  noble  lord  in  that  houfe.  The  noble  Secretary  muft  be 
well  acquainted  with  Parliamentary  forms;  he  muft  have 
Ultimately  ftudied  them,  bepaufe  he  held  a  fituation*  in  the 
other  houfe  which  of  necefSty  obliged  him  to  it.  Vet,  if  thfit 
'noble  lord)  when  in  the  chair  of  the  other  houfe,  had  declared 
them  precluded  from  judging  of  their  own  privileges,  by  fome<- 
thing. which  had  pafied  in  tne  Peers,  he  ihpuld  have  faid  that 
he  very  badly  difcharged  his  duty.  It  was  making  the  privi* 
leges  of  one  houfe  depend  upon  the  other.  By  the  fame 
reafoning,  they  were  not  in  the  lead  to  pay  attention  to  what 
paifed  in  the  other  houfe,  fo  as  to  preclude  them  from  judging 
of  their  own  privjieges;  and  he  ^ain  defired  the  noble  lord 
to  recoiled  hxs  own  anfwer  to  that  argument,  when  the  Com- 
inittee  was  fittiing  to  enquire  into  the  fuppofed  plots  carrying 
on  throughout  the  country.  Was  there  not  a  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  then  likewife  fitting?  Had  they 
not  then  aifo  cotnfi  to  a  reiolution  upon  that  fubje(f^?  And  yet, 
when  it  was  then  urged,  that  they  might,  perhaps,  be  called 
upon  to  Z&,  in  their  character  as  judges,  the  argument  wa^ 
treated  by  the  noble  Secretary  and  his  friends  as  nugatory  and 
weak.  He  confeficd,  he  acquitted  minifters  of  having  any 
band  in  the  circulation  of  thefe  books  j  it  was  a  folly  too 
great  to  be  imputed  to  them;  they  could  never  adir  fo  ftupidly  ^ 
$md  upon  thofe  grounds  he  acquitted  them.  There  was  how« 
ever  another  matter,  of  which  he  did  not  acquit  them.  By 
their  conduct,  they  ajmoft  enticed  men  to  go  the  length  of 
iMroaching  fuch  abfurd  principles.  He  could  point  out  paflages 
in  other  papers  and  works,  exprefsiy  fan£lioned  by  govern- 
ment, which  Very  n^^ly  came  ud  to  the  prefent  ^  at  leaft  they 
were  a  fair  prelude  to  it.  And  when  men  found  themfelves 
^n£)ioned  by  atucking  the  principles  of  freedom,  they  might 
(uppofe^  that  the  greater  lengths  they  went,  the  greater  fatis- 
;^ion  ,^hey  would  give  to  thofe  on  whofe  favour  they  de* 
pended.  Wheq  diere  was  a  certain  line  of  demarcation,  and 
chat  only  to  be  difcovered  by  the  perfon  himfelf,  it  was  no 
ifToader  that  he  miftook  it,  and  fo  far  he  might  be  confidercd  as 
orather  worthy  of  pit]^  than  deferying  of  fevere  puni(hment«  He 
was  extremely  fuiprifed  tb^  the  nMt  lord  fbould  have  moved 
>|be  quefiion  of  a^ournment,  efpectdly  from  fome  particular 
circuml[laaces  that  had  come  out  in  reports,  well  known  in 
^Oth  Houfes  of  Parliament)  and  equally  well  known  in  tte 
.country.    The  author,  or  fuppofed  author,  for  he  never  wiihed 

•  XiOrd  Gitnnlle,  when  Mr.  GrbtiUc,  was  Snakier  of  the  HMiie  of  CwnnwAs 
9Q  dK  deadi  of  Henry  Vf  oUhm  Comewalle. 
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to  criminate  znj  man  till  he  was  found  guilty  in  a  legal  and  fair 
way,  was  ftated  to  be  a  perfon  in  high  office,  in  the  confidence 
and  immedinte  employmciic  of  government,  and  therefore  it 
became  thofe  in  adminiftration  to  explain  themfelves  upon 
that  fubjef^l.  Would  it  not  look  liice  a  partiality  tind  favour 
to  a  particular  caufe  ?  the  publick  were  in  pofTeffion  of  the 
means  of  judging  as  well  as  their  lordfhips :  it  had  been  pretty 
loudly  rumou I ed,  that  a  great  number  of  thefe  pamphlets  had 
been  Tent  to  a  perfon  high  in  fituation,  which  at  leafl:  argued 
that  the  author  fuppofed  they  were  congenial  to  his  fentiments, 
and  would  be  fandioned  by  adminiftration.  For  thefe  reafons 
he  hoped  the  houfe  would  agree  to  the  motion,  and  not  agree 
tp  the  adjournment. 

Lord  Hcwkcfiyry  exprefled  his  thanks  to  the  noble  Earl, 
and  the  fatisfa(ttion  he  felt  at  having  an  opportunity  of  con- 
tradicting a  moft  falfe  and  fcandalous  report  that  a  number  of 
the  pamphlets  had  been  fent  to  him :  this  he  pofitively  denied  j 
he  declared,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  did  not  fo  much  as 
know  of  the  publication  till  it  was  noticed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  then  he  bought  it  out  of  curiofity  to  fee  what 
the  pamphlet  was  :  he  was  certain  that  every  one  that  knew 
him  would  acquit  him  of  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
publication  in  queftion.  He  was  fure,  noble  Lords  muft 
know,  he  could  never  countenance  any  dod^rine  which  carried 
the  lead  refledion  on  the  government  of  King,  Lords  and 
Commons. 

It  might  not  be  irrelevant  to  fay  fomething  of  Mr.  Reeves, 
the  fuppofed  author.  It  was  true,  that  he  had  been  appointed 
Law  Clerk  in  the  department  in  which  he  (Lord  Hawkefbury) 
had  the  honour  of  ferving  the  crown;  and  he  was  appointed 
upon  the  be  ft  recommendations,  the  recommendation  of 
perfonal  merit.  He  had  written  a  hiftory  of  the  law  of 
England,  a  work  which  evinced  the  powers  of  his  mind,  and 
was  highly  fpoken  of  and  efteeroed  by  every  lawyer,  both  on 
the  bench  and  at  the  bar.  Even  iuppofing  the  book  had  been 
fent  to  him,  or  that  he  bought  it,  did  it  follow  that  he  ap- 
proved of  the  dodlrines  contained  in  the  book?  As  well 
•intghi  it  be  contended,  becaufe  he  bought  Paine*s  Rights  of 
Man,  that  he  approved  of  them.  Of  the  prefent  work,  he 
would  again  repeat,  that  he  knew  nothing;  he  was  per- 
fectly unbiafled  and  uninfluenced  as  to  the  contents;  he  ihould 
howfver  give  no  opinion  whatever  refpedling  them  at  that 
time  ;  and  for  the  reafons  already  urged  by  his  noble  friend 
.  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  he  Ihould  fupport  the  motion  of 
idjournment, 
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Earl  Spencer  agreed  with  the  noble  Earl,  who  I^ad  fpoken 
laft  but  otie,  that  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  alone,  the  piivtleges 
of  their  Lordfhips  ought  to  be  confidered ;  and  he  fAJd,  he 
would  be  the  laft  man  in  that  Houfe  to  give  up  any  of.  their 
privileges  \  in  the  prefcnt  inftance  however,  he  faw  great  im- 
propriety in  coming  to  a  decifion.  With  regard  to  what  a 
noble  Lord  had  faid  of  the  conduct  of  miniRers  on  a  former 
occadon,  it  did  not  weigh  much  in  his  opinion.  The.obje£t 
then  was  to  come  at  a  general  and  alarming  confpiracy  againft 
the  cpnftitution  and  government;  no  individual  was  afterwards 
to  be  brought  to  their  lordfhips  bar,  and  the  greateft  care  a<d 
caution  were  ufed :  in  refpet^to  the  prefent  publication,  he  did 
not  know  bf  its  exiftence  till  it  was  brought  forward  in  the 
other  houfe.  The  other  noble  lords  had  the  advantage  of  him, 
as  he  had  never  read  the  pamphlet.  It  was  certainly  ncceflary 
that  time  Oiould  be  given  their  lordihips  to  read  and  to  con* 
fider  the  work;  of  what  he  had  heurd  that  night  read  from 
it,  there  was  much  uni^onftitutional  and  ofFenfive  matter; 
but  pailages  might  be  taken  from  almoft  any  work  highly  ob- 
je£tionable  while  they  were  detached,  but  with  the  context 
they  might  be  not  only  harmlefs  but  laudable.  He  was  gLd 
to  6e  noble  lords  come  forward  to  puniih  feditious  publica* 
tions ;  he  could  wi(h  they  had  always  done  fo,  and  noticed  a 
variety  of  libellous  works  of  contrary  principles  to  the 
prefent :  where  people  were  violent  on  one  fide,  it  provoked 
the  other,  and  that  might  be  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  mftance. 
He  declared  his  intention  of  fupporting  the  motion  of  his 
noble  friend. 

Lord  Mulgrave  faid,  that,  after  noble  Lords,  who  held 
official  fttuations  under  government,  had  explicitly  difavowed 
«I1  knowledge  of  the  publication  before  their  l/ordfhips,  and 
after  what  had  been  infinuated  about  fufpicion  of  the  opinions 
of  thofe  who  did  not  reprobate  this  pamphlet,  he  thought  ie 
would  not  be  improper  to  give  his  opinion  as  a  member  of  that 
Houfe,  but  certainly  holding  no  official  fituatioh  with  his  Ala- 
jetty's  Minifters.  The-  queftion  before  their  Lordihips  was, 
whether  It  was  proper  to  go  into  an  enquiry  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  privileges  of  that  Houfe  at  that  moment,  a  queftion  which 
he  for  himfelf  had  determined  in  the  negative.  The  qucAk>ii 
might  come  before  their  LordO)ips  judicially,  in  one  form  or 
other.  The  Commons  might  refurt  to  the  high  tribunal  of 
impeachment  as  the  beft  mode  of- obtaining  the  ends  of  juf- 
tice,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  fee)  the  force  of  that  ar« 
guaient.  They  would  in  a  great  meafu re  prejudge  the  cafe 
in  chatviewy  if  they  then  came  to  any  vote  uptti  the  contents 
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and,  contrary  to  his  expe£btions,  was  voted  into  the  chair. 
Some  refolutions  were  then  fhewn  him,  to  one  of  which  he 
objeded ;  and  it  being  altered  according  to  his  wiflies,  he 
took  the  chair  of  the  meeting.  Previous  to  the  refolutions 
being  put,  he  thought  it  proper  to  make  a  few  obfervations  ;  , 
in  which,  when  he  exprefled  his  abhorrence,  and  represented 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  as  maintained 
by  Mr.  Paine,  he  perceived  that  his  remarks  upon  iht  fubjeft 
were  received  with  a  pretty  general  hl/sj  which  gave  him  a 
very  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  principles  and  difpofition  of 
the  aflembly.  Soon  aft^r  his  retiring  to  the  country,  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  fociety  of  the  frienJs  oiF  the  people  in 
Scotland,  with  whom  he  was  tmacquaintcd,  and  addrefled  to 
him  by  the  ftyle  and  title  of  citizen  Edwards,  in  which  they 
thanked  him  for  his  concurrence  in  the  fentiments  of  the  meet* 
ing  at  which  he  prefided,  and  exhorted  him  to  fuppoit  any 
meafures  they  might  propofe.  In  defence  of  his  charader 
and  reputation,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  publifh  a  vindica- 
tion explanatory  of  his  condu£t. 

RefpeSing  the  prefent  petition,  he  (aid  that  it  was  agreed 
t9  >vith  the  greatcft  unanimity  by  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  Rutland,  convened  by  the  (heriflF,  at  the  re-* 
queil  of  himlelf  and  others.  He  then  prefented  the  petition, 
which  exprefled  its  fatisfadion  at  the  happy  efcape  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  prayed  the  Houfe  to  take  mea(ures  to  prevent  fucb 
outrages  in  future, 

Mr.  Fcx  wiflied  to  be  informed  whether  any  thing  of  the 
Bills  then  before  the  houfe  was  included  in  the  requifition 
made  to  theiherifF? 

.  Mr.  Edwards  replied,  that  he  mentioned  in  the  requifition 
nothing  more  than  an  Addrefs  to  -his  Majefty. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  prefented   a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Glafgow  and  Newark,  in  favour  of  the  Sills  | 
ahb  a  fimilar  petition  from  the  magiftrates  and  town  council 
of  Port  Glafgow  and  Greenock, 
'  The  petitions  were  all  ordered  to  lie  oh  the  table. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Army 
Eftim^tes  was  brought  up. 

General  Smith  role,  and  exprefled  his  fujprize  at  the  un- 
precedented account  exteiit  of  expence  wi(h  which  the  mill* 
tary  eitabliibment  has  been,  and   was  to  be  flill  liurthened« 
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He  faid,  there  had  been  the  fum  of  750,000!.  brought  to  ac- 
count  as  the  favings  in  1794  and  1795  ;  he  thought  it  wa% 
therefore,  hi^h  time  to  enquire  whether  the  houfe  would  agree 
to  fuco  eflimates,  without  enquiring  whence  fuch  (livings 
fbould  arife.  He  obfervrd,  that  the  eftimate  for  riic  extra* 
ordinaries  of  the  army  for  the  cnfuing  ycari  was  larger,  be- 
yond all  cooiparifon,  than  fur  any  former  one.  He  thour^ht 
it  impofUble  to  vote  for  fuch  an  ePiiinate  without  farther 

WhLft  the  country  was  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  and 
great  eOabliihments  were  ncceflary,   no  gentleman,  he  de- 
chtred,    was    more    anxious   than   himfclf  that* a  fufficient 
number  of  troops  ihould  be  raifed  ;   fince,  however,  thefe 
troops  either  had  be-^n,  or   were  about  to  be,  recalled  from 
the  Continent  he  wifhed  to  know  upon  what  ground  it  was, 
that  miniftcrs  produced  fuch  an,  edimate,   including  10,000 
fencible  cavalry.     The  expence  of  the  army  was  enormous^ 
vhile  they  had  nothing  to  look  to  but  general  accounts.  •  In 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  prcfented  by  piece-meal,  no 
decifive  judgment  could  be   formed  of  them  ;  nor  did  it  ap-> 
pear  whether  the  fums  voted  were  juftly  and  properly  applied. 
He  particularly  objeded  to  the  charge  for  io,oco  fencible 
cavalry.     The  yeomanry  cavalry  were,  in  his  opiiiion,  fuf- 
ficient,  an^  any  apprehenfion  of.  French  invafmn  was  per-- 
kSdy  chimerical.     He  was  not  in  the   habit  of  fpeakin^  in 
difpauragement  of  any  individual ;  at  the  fams  time  he  could 
not  help  remarking^    that    it    was  fomewhat  extraordinary 
that  gentlemen  (bould  be  felcdied  to  be  put  at  the  head  of 
large  bodies  of  men,  who  had  not  had  any  experience  in  mi- 
litary afi';iirs.     It  grieved  him  to  hear  the  complaints  of  old 
officers,  who  felt  themfelves  overlooked,  and  who  ought  tb 
recei/e  the  juft  reward  of  their  labours,  by  being  preferred 
before  the  raw  and  inexperienced,  (however  refpedable  in 
other   points,)  who  were  without  experience  in  military  af^ 
fairs,  had  feen  no  fervice,  and  who  were  taken  from  a  line  of 
life  verv  different,    and   preferred  before  others,    who  had 
borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day.     He  therefore  pro- 
pofed,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  re-committeci,  in 
order  that  there  might  be  time  for  further  examination  of  the 
cflimates.     With  refpeS  to  the  Irifli  brigade,  he  wiflied  to 
know  whether  the  money  paid  to  them  was  properly  applied « 
A  particular  return  of  the  expence  of  the  Irifli  brigade  ought 
to  be  made,  that  the  houfe  might  be  properly  informed  on  the 
fubjeA.    He  wi(bed  that  the  Secretary  at  War  would  bring 
forward  a(  once  an  eftioiatc  of  all  the  troops,  that  it  might  ht 
Vol.  II.  1795.  S  fetn 
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feeQ  at  one  view  what  expence  was  incurred*  As  to  ,ti)6 
emigrant  corps,  he  confidered  that  alfo  as  a  fitobje^of  en* 
quiry,  bow  they  were  employed,  and  at  what  expence.  In 
one  regiment,  of  hot  more  than  270  men,  ninety  feijeants 
Wer^  enrolled.  A(  the  moment  when  the  fervice  of  tfaefe 
emigrant  corps  was  no  longer  wanted,  they  ought  ro^  be 
idiibandcd.  1  aking  all  diefe  things  into  one  point  of  view^ 
the  fubje£l  required  important  and  (erious  confidei-ation,  and 
he  would  therefore  move  that  the  report  be  recommicted^  to 
sive  ^n  opportunity  of  a  more  minute  examination,  which 

.Seine  feconded : 

The  Secritari  at  War  faid,  the  topics  which  ^e  honour- 
able general  had  iniifted  upon,  were  by  no  means  immediately 
conneAed  with  the  fubjeA  of  the  army  extraordinaries,  nor 

^  was  the  obje£l  of  his  motion  in  aay  degree  to  be  obtained  by 

,  the  mode  he  wiibed  the  houfe  to  adopt.  With  regard  to  his 
firft  obfervationSy  he  could  anfwer  that  the  money  contained 
in  the  eiHmates  of  laft  year  Was  not  all  laid  out,  the  reaibn 

.  df  which  was  obvious.  In  making  out  the  eftimates,  it  was 
die  praAice  to  ftate  the  fums  required  rather  higher  than 
lower  than  was  fuppofed  to  be  neceflary,  as  it  was  much  fafer 

,  to  err  on  the  fide  of  fuperfluity  than  of  drfed.  Thofe  who 
gave  in  the  report,  had  no  intereft  in  mifleading  the  houfe  ; 
a;nd  he  had  ftated  the  reafon  why  they  bad  aded  in  fuch  a  man- 

.  ner  as  to  occafion  the  favii^  which  the  honourable  general 
bad  remarked ;  nor  was  it  umal  to  give  a  more  detailed  ac« 
count  than  that  of  which  complaint  had  been  made.  To 
examine  the  nece$tv  for  the  expenditure ^of  the  fums  they 
granted;  was  undouotedly  the  proper  funfiion  of  the  houfe, 
and  therefore  they  might  wiih  to  know  why  it  was  thought 
proper  to  keep  up  the  fencible  cavalry.  This,  however^ 
iyas  no  reafon  why  the  report  ihould  be  re-committed,  iince 
.  fuch  an  anfwer  as  would  be  neceflary  might  be  given  without 
it.  Upon  a  general  view  of  the  force  of  the  country,  the 
cavalry  did  not  appear  to  be  out  of'proportioii  to  the  reft  of 
.  the  army.  It  was  alfo  to  be  obferved,  diat  the  augmentation 
of  the  fencible  cavalry  was  not  a  new  meaiiire  $  it  had  taken 
place  before  Midfummer  laft,  and  was  made  at  a -period  when 
the  fituation  of  the  country  was  rehitively  dlfierent.  A  re* 
du<3ien  had  taken  place  in  this  re^e£i,  the  troop  which  con- 
fifted  of  80  was  dimini(hed  to  55  men.  A  great  number  of 
dragtK>ns  alfo  were  fent  out  of  the  Couhtiy ;  and,  a»  it  was 
neceH'^ry  to  keep  up  a  certain!  force  in  the  kin^iotn,  it  feemed 
xp  make  little  difference  whether  that  force  was  compofed  of 
infantry  or  cavalry  s  nor  did  he  fee  that  this  force  was  larger 

than 


P^.  ft.]        WOODP  ALL*9  PAJtUAUINTAItT  BBFORTS.  tjt 

dm  neceflary.  With  /^^rd  to  tne  Irifli  brigade,  he  could 
explain  the  matter  as  ei&duaUy  as  it  coiild'hope  to  be  ex« 
plained  by  agreeing  to  the  honourable  generars  motiom 
Thejr  were  a  &>dy  of  troops  lent  by  Irdand,  and  paid  in  con* 
jfequence  of.  ao  arrangement  by  this  country.  They  weit 
troops  raided  in  Ireland  and  were  deftined  for  general  fervice ; 
and  fo  far  as  they  exceeded  five  regiments,  which  by  that 
compromife  were  (timilhed,  they  were  to  be  paid  by  Eng-* 
land  ;  though  they  were  immediately  cpnneded  widi  irel4nd, 
and  no  returns  brought  to  the  War  office  here.  The  neict 
objcdion  was  that  refpeding  the  fenciUe  officers^  the  ntture 
of  which  troops  feemed  to  have  been  overlooked  by  the  ho* 
nourabie  genend.  His  own  cfinion  was,  that  dioie  officers 
who  had  performed  fignal  fervices  to  their  country  ibould  hot 
fae  forgotten }  yet  this  was  not  an  employment  to  recompenfe 
Ikem.  The  men  received  no  bouncy^  nor  hid  the  officers  half 
pay,  and  the  other  advantages  which  the  regubN'  fervice  afforded. 
The  plan  of  employing  men  t>f  htrge  fortunes  in  their  refpec- 
live  counties  was  more  conducive  to  the  public  fervice,  as 
ibey  eafily  procured  men  ;  and  the  corps  partook  more  of  the 
nature  of  a  militia  than  of  regular  troklps. 
'  The  Emigrant  corps  were  raifed,  he  faid,  during  the  hotteft 
aAion  of  the  campaign  on  the  Continent,  and  haul  done  very 
cfleotial  fervice ;  regular  returns,  therefore,  were  not  to  bie 

.  cxpefied.  The  honourable  General  was  miftaken,  when  he 
&id,  that  they  were  at  prefent  of  no  ufe  ;  they  had  been  em- 
ploved  on  very  important  duties  j  and  having  been  recruited 
ana  complete^  were  etnbarked  with  the  expedition  to  the 
Weft*Iodies.  The  deficiency  of  men,  in  proportion  to  the 
officers,  arofe  from  the  circumftances  he  had  mentioned; 
vis.  that  they  bad  been  formed  duxino;  the  heat  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  no  proviiion  was  made  tor  filling  up  thofe  who 
were  Ulkd  vff.  (General  Tarleton  andpihers  teftified  fome 
diflikeaf  the  expreffion.)  Mr.  Windham  faid,  he  believed 
the  phrafe  was  .a  military  one,  and  the  truth  of  the  account 

'  was  perfedly  obvious.  So  far  as  any  reduftton  was  proper, 
it  had  already  been  made.  Upon  the  whole,  he  did  not  tnink 
tliere  wat  any  occafion  for  going  again  into  the  committee, 
to  obtain  the  mformation  at  which  the  honourable  general's 
motion  ainoed,  he  flionld  therefore  oppoTe  it. 

Gtmrdii  M*L09d  (aid,  that  from  the  papers  he  had  moved 
foTt  be  fhould  have  it  in  his  power  to  Qiew  that  the  honourable 
iiocffeurv  at  War  was  not  correA  in  his  ftatement ;  and  he 
would  alfo  prove  that  the  mode  which  had  been  taken  in  tho 
levying  of  men  this  wari  was  highly  unconftitution#d  as  well 

Sjfc  'as 
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as  unneceflarily  expeniive.  The  fenciblc  ravalry,  notvi^itfa-' 
ftanding  what  the  honourable  Secretary  had  aflerted^Teceived- 
a  bounty  from  two  to  five  guineas  a  man.  'I'hefe  troops 
had  been  given  to  members  of  this  and'  the  other  houfe  of 
parliament.  He  had  no  objedioii  that  the  militia  and  iuch 
inf^itutions  fliould  be  fo  commanded^  and  that  meh  of  fortune 
and  influence  ilioald  be  fo  .emj^oyed  ;  but  regiments  upon  the. 
eftablifhment  had  been  given  to  members  of  paritament 
for  tb^  difgraceful  purpofe  of  patronage  and  corruption.  He 
liid-notwifb.  to  point  out  individuals,  the  fa6^,  however,  was 
undoubted.  He  knew  many  of  thiefe  officers  who  never  fawv 
a  (hot  fired,  wh6  even  yet  were  unable  to  make  their  troops- 
change  their  front,  and  were  utterly  unacqu/mted  with  mili- 
tary affairs.  -From  the  return^  it  :appeared  we  had  on  foot 
the  enormous  eftabliftiment  of  near  220,600  men,  of  which 
there  were  14  or  is-diff^rcHt  fpccies  of  troops  ;  fenciblcs  ort 
.various  terms,  •  vdlunteer  cbrps,  yeomanry;,  i&c.  &c.'  Such 
was  the  motley  force , of  which  the  Britiib  army  was.com- 

pofcd.    -  '  .  

•  With  regard  to  the  Fencible  cavalry,  he  faid^  he  trembled 
at  the  objed  to  which  they  were  to  be  apjilied.  The  Secre«« 
tary  al  War,  with'thatopennefs  which  diftinguifhed  him  from 
;his  confederates,  had  faid,  and  the  fame  idea  had  been  fugge(t<kl 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitt,)  that  they 
si^re  to  be  en^ployed  to  maintain  internal  tranquility,  which 
^wa$  fimply  .this  J  that  they  Vere- retained  to  overawe  tba 
people  of  ihU  country.  Having  afked,  why  fo  much  larger 
a  force  was  thus  kept  up  than  wa&iiecefl'ary  for  the  defence  of 
•the  country,  he  declined  going  into  the  fubjedl  farther  after 
/what  had  bdeti!  flated  by  his  honourable  frieod,:  ("General 
5mtjh,)  He  mentioned  the  cafe  of  Colonel  Bowles's  regi* 
onent  of  cavalry, '  the  horfes  of  which  bad  been  .i»ougbt  at 
25].  and  fold  K>r  8|.  each.  The  volunteer  companies  fpread 
ail  over  the  country,  he  conceived,,  had  no  other  ufe  than  to 
afl^brd  an  opportunity  of  making  individuals  captains  .who  had 
lieyerbeen  in  the.^rmy  before.  He  flated,  tkat  the  fencible 
l-egjments  w^crc  jnore  prc^table  than  the  Sect-erary  at  War 
had  allowed,  all  thp  off- reckonings  being  pocktted  'by  the 
/commanders.  On  an  averaige,  every  man  who  had  been 
enlifled  within  thefe  two  ye^rs  had,  he  faid,  co^  government 
.661.  and  this,  on  a  .computativ^n,  taken,  rather  below  thaii:«bDve 
the  truth.  Tb.e  levies. bijd  been,  made  by  graiUingcomtnif^ 
iions  to  the  various  offiqers.  in  two  yearsj  the  pay  of  all  iht 
^officers  amounted  to  99,0001.  and  Qdd$.i  then  ttif  half-pay  to 
yfhkh  iheo$icers  )ver^  e^ititled)  at  a  yaluatioa  of.  their  liyes^ 

was 
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W?s '  33)*oocr.  odiis,  and  live  ta  £fceeh  guihrjis.  given  bjr 
government  as  a  bounty,  befidcs  the  .comraiffions.  Froin> 
this  fei:cmcn%!of  66'.  a  man  appeared  to  be  reafonably 
juftf  government,  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  hav.e  done  better 
to  giveaibounty  stonce,  inftead  of  the  bounty  they  did  give 
along  with  the  commiflion.  The  army,  in  addition  to  this,- 
wa$  ruth^d•;  and,  a^iive  as  his  Royal  Highnels  the  Duke  of 
York,^  was,  in  endeavouring  to  repair  the  lofS)  it  was  imw 
poi&ble  for  ^ny  man  in  ten  or  fifteen  y^ars  .to  bring  it  l>ack  Co 
that  ftatc  in  which  the  prefent  mitHfterfound  iu  u  Many  ckl 
cfEcers,  ot  great  merit  and  experience,  wefe  forced  to  feli 
ou(,  or  remain  brrjkrn  hearted  under  the  command  of  mw 
unexperienced  boys,  who  were  promoted  ;  apd  to  this  caufe 
he  believed  fome  of  the  failures  of  -the  War  might  be 
attributed. 

.  He  owned  he  was  alarmed  when  he  Jaw  troops  coHecSting 
round  the  metropolis  and  that  Houfe.  The  mcafures  whrdi 
had  been  ufed  in  another  couiury,  when  fhe  Proteftants  were 
dragooned  into  a  fubmiffion  to  the  mandates  of  that  tyrant 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  fe^med  to  tmitate>  were 
abouLto  be  introduced.  Such  were  the  expedients  to  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleciun  was  forced  to  refprt,-  in  or<kr 
to  flifle  compUinc,  ajod  to,  compcnf^ite  for  ihe.lbfs  of  confi- 
dence. If  he  were  to  invoke  the  fpirit  of  Lewis  XIV*  how 
would  that  Prince  rejoice,  at  the  fyftem  of  dragooning  which 
was  adopted  ia  this  country,  and. which  he  had.fo  impioully 
pradiifed  in  the  perfecution  of  the  Proteftants  of  France.  The 
fyftem  of  Lewis  XIV. was  dragooning  thofe  whom  he  thought 
religioufiy  drf-affe£ted  and  oars  was  dragooning  fuch  as  the  nii- 
nifter  regarded  as  politically  di(afFe<5led .towards  ^im  and  bis 
meafures.  Thehandof  God  appeared  to  l>ea£ainft  the  Mini&er 
in  the  prefent  war;  Let  them  look  at  the  catalogue  of  calamities  , 
that  the  right  honotirable  gentleman's  adminifttfition  had  en- 
tailed on  the  couhtry.i  A  war  began  by  ambition,  conducted 
with  difgrace  and  incapacity,  and  likely  to  end  ia  igoomioy 
and  diflionour.  Peftitence.  had  fwept  away  numbers  of  our 
l>raveft  troops  ;  famine  was lat  our  door,  andprobabiy  a  civil 
war,  to  \yhich  accumulation  qf  mifery  the  dciperate  meafures 
of  the  minifters  would  fobn  reduce 'the  nation,  if  his  mad 
/:areer  was  not  checked  in  time.  ,  He  concluded  with  giving 
his  fupport  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Jtnklnfon  rofe  to  ftate^  that  for  the  Fencible  cavalry, 

s^,brigin^l]y  raifed,  there  was  not  one  (hilling  bounty-money 

jgiven  bygovcrnnient ;  the  cxpencc  of  raifing  thefe  regiments 

}Xi  whii^h.^ {here  "n^^  many  old  officers,  had  entirely  fallen  on 

^        •  -  \     *    -  individuals; 
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itidtvidcnls ;  and  noTadvintage  could  accrue  by  off  reckoningi^ 
0r  felKng  commifions. 

Gineral  M^Ledd  CsLxi^  that  rdpedingthe  Foiciblp  cavalry 
he  bad  made  no  aflertion ;  but  he  was  ready  to  prove  cfaac  iiv 
tlie  Fencible  infantry^  a  bounty  lyui  beto  given  by  go-* 
'  vemmenc. 

Gitural  i'arlii$n  exprefled  his  furpri«e  and  indignation,  duit 
Ae  Hoofe  ihould  be  fo  thinly  attended;  and  that  upon 
matters,  on  which  the  expenditure  of  millions  depended,  not 
more  than  fixiy  members  were  to  decide.  He  would,  how- 
tf^er,  difcharge  bis  dutv,  and  make  fomeobfervations  on  what 
htd^  dropped  from  the  secretary  at  War.  It  had  been  aflferted 
ihflt  the  cavalry  were  not  more  numerous  than  at^ormeir 
periods.  He  would  neverthelefs  affirm,  that  on  no  former  oc-* 
cafion,  no,  not  during  the  rebellions  of  1715  and  174$,  were 
d&ere  fo  many  upon  the  eftabliflinient.  He  was  aftoni(hed, 
to  find,  that  no  reduSion  of  the  Fencible  cavalry  feemed  to 
be  in  contemplation.  The  Secretary  at  War  had  likewifd 
fiid  that  they  were  not  more  than  the  proportion  going  out  of 
the  country  \  he  would,  however^  venture  to  aflert,  that  the 
cavalry  going  to  the  Weft-Indies  was  not  a  third  or  fourth  of 
wbat  was  expeded  from  the  CoOtinent.  One  expreffion  ufed 
by  the  honourable  Secretary  was,  he  iaid,  extremely  odioas 
to  him.*  •  The  right  honourable  gendeman  had  talked  of  thofe 
who  were  ''  killed  off.'*  He  was,  and  he  trufied  the  Houfis 
would  give  him  credit  when  he  faid  fo,  no  holiday  foldier^  h0 
p9pinjayy  yet,  as  a  military  phraie,  the  right  honourable  gen«> 
lleman'  fliould  have /aid,  *<  expended  or  loft  in  the  fervice/^ 
Such  an  expreffion  as  «^  killed  ofP'  mieht  have  come  from  a 
philofopher  \  but  it  eame  with  a  very  ill  grace  firmi  a  foidier. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was,  perhaps,  little  afieded  with 
the  melancholy  ideas  which  fuch  an  ey.ent  produced.  He 
ipoke  of  it  with  the  coolnefs  of  philofophy.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  unacquainted  with  the  horrid  reality  of  fuch 


"  Hk  jefbr  at  fcan  who  never  felt  a  WMind.'* 

The  profits  of  thcr  fencible  regiments  he  would  not  fcruple 
to  aflert,  were  confiderable,  fo  that  they  were  much  more 
valuable  thafi  the  profits  of  a  regular  regiment  in  time  of  peace; 
The  ftate  of  the  argument,  as  it  had  been,  condufted  on  a 
former  night,  waa  this  \  they,  had  contended,  on  his  fide  of  the 
Houfc,  that  the  fencible  cavalry  were  large  beyond  example, 
without  the  profpefi  of  diminution.  The  whole  cavalry  was 
28,000.  In  addition  to  the  other  arguments  which  had  beeh 
addnced  agaioft  m^dmaining  fUch-a  large  body  of  fencible 

c^valry» 
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cavriry,  he  mentioned  die  Immoderate  quantity  of  fodder 
ice.  which  .would,  be  thereby  confumed,  to  ^e  encreafe 
of  (he  alarming  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of  provifions.  It  would 
alfi>  involve  the  nation  in  an  expence  of  700»oooK  Iff  at 
bad  been  ftated,  a  redu^flion  had  taken  place,  he  wilhed  to  be 
informed  whether  there  had  been  alfo  a  reduction  of  expsnce* 
He  took  a  progreffive  view  of  the  amount  of  the  army  expen<» 
diturc^  from  I79i>  when  it  amounted  to  i,8ifyOool.  to  the 
prefent  year,  when  it  was  fwellcd  up  to  ii,470,oool.  In  no 
year  of  the  American  war  had  the  expenditure  of  the  army 
he  faid,  been  equal  to  that  amoimt.  He  animadverted  on 
another  branch  Df  this  expence,  the  ordnance,  which  in  1793 
was  448,000,  in  1794,  1,747,000,  and  in  179^^ 
'>9l3900oI :  this  added  to  the  11,470,000,  and  th?  army  for 
the  prefent  year,  they  would  find  coA  die  country  13,383,000^. 
fterling.  When  fuch  was  the  enormous  expenditure  of  thie 
country,  there  was  fure  little  rcafon  to  exult  in  the  comparifoa 
with  the  expence  of  the  military  operations  of  France.  Con^ 
fidering  die  experience  of  the  American  paper  currency,  it 
was  below  the  underftanding  of  any  man  to  indulge  much 
hope  or  deduce  any  found  argument  from  the  depreciation  4>f 
affignats. 

No  minifter,  he  faid,  had  poflefled  greater  oppoitunities  of 
carrying  on  a  war  with  vigour  than  the  right  honourable  geM- 
deman.  He  had  a  compliant  parliament,  and  unlimited 
.  fupplies ;  yet  they  had  feen  no  proofs  of  advantage  to  the 
country  derived  from  that  circumftance,  either  in  their  conduct 
or  meafures.  He  had  heard  of  delays  in  the  failing  of  the 
expedition  from  the  want  of  tranfpons ;  had  not  Minifters  the 
power  of  providing  tranfports  ?  If  they  negledted  to  do  their 
duty,  the  confequrnces  were  juftly  imputed  to  their  mif- 
management  and  negligence.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  the 
Kuccefs  obtained  by  Sir  Charles  Grey,  had  been  defeated  in 
confequence  of  not  fending  him  timely  reinforcements.  The 
delay  of  the  Weft  India  fleet  (hould  be  marked  with  the  moft 
pointed  cenfuFC.  The  plan  followed  in  fendlng^roops  to  tltat 
quarter  had  been  extremely  inefficient.  Men  had  been  k^pt 
lingering  in  tranfports  till  death  relieved  them  from  their  fut- 
ferings.  That  great  armament,  of  which  fo  much  had  beca 
faid,  fhould  have  been  fent  in  three  divifions ;  but  it  was  moft  . 
impolitically,  he  would  fay  cruelly,  detained.  The  very 
Bioment  in  which  he  was  fpeaking  was  the  proper  time  of 
ading  in  that  quarter.  The  time  of  opening  the  campaign 
commenced  in  December,  and  ended  in  Miirch.  Even  tiic 
effects  refulting  from  the  tempeft,  which  haJ  lately  damaged 

fo 
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(o  much  of  the  fleer,  and  dela3red  the  expedition,  might  have- 
been  efcap^,  had  the' proper  leafon  of  failing  been  embraced. 
It  (hould  have  been  detached  in  fmaller  parts,  which  would 
have  fupplied  frcfli  troops,  and  favcd  the  colonies.  He  re- 
marked the  ftate  of  inactivity  in  which  our  cavalry  on  the. 
Continent  was  kept ;  inftead  of  joining  our  allies,  and  fharing 
in  the  laurels  of  the  Auftrtans,  they  were  kept  as  a  guard  to. 
Hanover  \  and  as  we  paid  the  fleet  of  RuiTia,  fo  ought  the 
Elector  of  Han6vcT  to  contribute  towards  the  exper)ces  of 
thofe  troops  which  defended  his  territories.  Tue  late  events 
on  the  Rhine  coutd  occafion  »joy  to  none,  but  thofe  who  de- 
lighted in  blood.  They  could  neither  tend  to  reft oic  the. 
conquered  countries  totheir  former  fituatioh  norto.accelerate 
a  peace. 

The  General  next  adverted  to  the  expeditions  to. the  coaft 
of  France.  'The  time  it  was  pitched  upon  was  extremely, 
improper.  While  France  was  diftradled  by  infurreflions  in. 
various  parts  of  the  Republic,  and  Toulon  in  the  hands  of  .this 
country,  the  expedition  alone  could  have  been  plauhble.  The 
troops  employed  were  prifoners  of  war,  taken  out  of  confine* 
ment,  and  little  aflfc&ed  to  the  caufe.  Th6  officers,  indeed^ 
were  men  of  honour  ;.but  the  commander,  M.  Puifaye,  was, 
neither  a  p^ribn  of  character,  nor  of  military  tajcnts.  He  had 
been  preferred  to  many  diilinguifhed  men,  v^hofe  abilities 
would  at  leaft  have  afFoided  a  chance  of  fuccefs.  The  event 
of  the  expedition  was  equally  calaruitous  to  thofe  engaged  m 
it,  and  fatal  to  the  reputation  of  this  country.  Jn  juftice  to 
the  indivi«iuals  who  had  thus  periflied  by  their  reii;mcc  on  this 
nation,  he  could  not  mention  without  refpe<2  and  compaflion^ 
the  dic»niiied  refignation  of  the  Ciihop  of  J Jol,  and  the  prema- 
tura fate  of  the  gallant  Sombriejl,  and  his  brave  companions*. 
.  Sombrieul's  letter  fpcak  daggers  to  them,  yet  he  was  aware  it ' 
was  to  no  ufe  to  talk  of  pity  to  men  callous  to  every  feeling  of 
humanity ;  to  men  who 

Whilft  bath'd  in  bl-wd  they  fmile  at  of  han*  tear*. 
And  JLurope'fl  groans  are  maAck  to  t)itir  e<us. 

Thcfubjedt  defervcd  neverthelefs  to  be  inveftigated  fcrupu- 
JouCy  and  fifted  to  the  bottom.     The  enquiry  was  necefl'aryK 
to  vindicate  the  humanity  and  honour  of  Great  Brita'ui,  and 
he  hoped  j^iinifters  would  not  (brink  from  it. 

lie  next  fpoke  of  the  expedition  to  the  ifle  of  Dieu,  which 
he  alfo  reprobated  in  ftrong  terms.  He  faul,  that  it  was  im- 
Itoiuble  with  Britifli  troops  to  conquer  St.  Domingo;  it  had, 
however,  been  held  out  as  a  reward  to  the  emigrants  for  their 
exertions  in  reducing  it,  and  as  an  afylum  froiu  their  miferics, 
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the  (icfign  might  have  been  rendered  honourable^  ^  beoe^  . 
fictisl  to  chis  country.     I^ftead  of  thi^t.  tiyev  were  fent  to  be 
murdered,  fouliffnul-dered,  on  the  coaS  of  France.     Would 
not  the  reHedion  upon  the  unhappy  fate  of  thefe  emigrants 
harrow  up  the  foul  of  t7ie  minifters  who  expofed  them  to  fuch 
inevitable  deftruilioo  ?  Their  folly  was  likewife  eminently  dii^  . 
pluyed  in  that  expedition;    A  Britifli  fleet  was  kept  ufele&j  . 
which,  if  employed  fbi*  the  proteAton  of  thp  Mediterranean, 
the  fevere  lofs  lately  fuflained  in  that  quarter,  might  hare  been  * 
prevented)  and  the  commerce  of  the  country  uot  have  received  . 
lb  fatal  a  blow.     In  the  whole  coarfe  of  the  war,  difafter  had 
followed  on  difailer,  and  difgrace  upon  difgrace,  and  yet  this 
was  the  only  war  during  which  enquiries  had  been  uniformljr 
refufed.     In  voting  money,  it  was  neceflary  to  examine  how 
it  had  bren  applied,  and  the  advantages  they  were  entitled  to* 
exped  from  it.     VVithout  performixig  this  nrfi:  duty,  the  re« 
prefen^tives  of  the  people  might  be  faid,  to  meet  only  to  rob  t 
them  of  their  money  to  fupport  the  fchemes  of  a  miniAer. .  He 
would  therefore  vote  for  the  motion. 

Qlmel  Grcyefnor  conceived  it  to  have  been  highly  improper- 
in  the  rignt  honourable  Secretary  at  War,  to  ufe  any  expref- 
fioA  which  had  the  appearance  of  levity  upon  fo  melancholy  a 
'  circumftance  as  the  flaughter  of  the  emigrants  at  Quiberon. 
tfe  could  not  conceive  what  live  ilock  he  \^as  talkii^of  vrhen 
he  ufed  the  words  kilted  o^.  He  took  that  opportunity  of 
beaiing  teftimony  to  the  g;)llant  conduct  of  Tome  of  the  emi« 
grant  corps  who  had  ferved  oh  the  banks  bf  th?  Rhiix:  and  of 
the  Waal,  particularly  to  the  valour  of  Count  Sombreuil  and 
the  corps  ferving  under  his  command. 

General  Smith  declared,  he  was  extremely  happy  to  heat 
iiich  a  generoui  acknowledgement^  it  was  worthy  of  the  Hon* 
Colonel's  charader.  The  Gener^il  fald,  he  hope^  that  nothing 
which  he  had  faid  might  be  conftrued  into  an  infinuation,  that 
many  of  thefe  corps  had  not  aded  bravely,  be  £rmly:  bdieved 
ibat  to  have  been  the  cafe. 

7 be  Secretary  at  War  declared,'  he  was  furprized  that  ia 

much  (hould  have  been  Clid  on  an  exprelEoa  which  he  ha4 

csTus^ly  u&d,  and  which  be  emptpyed  merely  for  want  of  » 

better.     He  appealed  to  the  Houfe  if  he  had  4)<^cn  with  an/ 

thing  like  levity,  much  more  with  Wibecoming  levity  ;  and 

if  be  had  not,  why  fhould  fuch  u^  advantage  have  been  taken 

from  a  folitary  incidental  expreiSon  \  If  he  ba^  recoUedted 

>tbe  foldier-like  word  expended^  which  .the  honourable  Gen^ 

ral  (Tarleton)  had  fuggefted,  he  certainly  would  bbve  uf^ 

<  ir^  tV^gh*  perhaps,  it  originated  in  rather  a  ludicrous  ftory, 
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which  he  would  mention  to  the  Houfe.  General  Guife,  at 
the  (lege  of  Carthagena^  having  demancfed  a  frefh  fupply  of 
mbn,  wks  aflced  the  grotmds  of  the  demand  ;  to  w  licli  he  re<> 
pliedi  that  his  troops  were  expended,  l.he  application  of  the 
term  was  Certainly  ludicrous ;  though  it  might  be  pardt^nable 
inlhat  commander^  who  had  been  a  (barer  in  the  dangers  of 
tbe  fiege. 

Mr.  Sergent  aroTe,  not  with  an  intention  regularly  to  fol- 
low the  honourable  General  {Ottu  I'arleton)  through  all  his 
•drguments,  but  chiefly  to  ftatcf,  that  the  cltimates  and  ac« 
counts  of  the  army  and  ordnance  were  made  out  this  year  in 
die  fame  vray  that  they  had  always  been.  It  was,  he  (aid,  im- 
poffible  for  the  Board  of  Ordnance  to  make  out  exa^l  efti- 
mates  ;  the  ordinaries,  it  was  true,  might  be  computed,  but 
the  extraofdinaries  could  not.  The  honourable  General  had, 
hte  obferved,  lamented  that  there  was  not  a  larger  attendance  \ 
that,  he  had  on  his  part  a  right  to  prefume,  was  fomethrne 
like  evidence  that  gentlemen  had  looked  over  the  accounts,  and 
were  fatisfied  that  they  were  fair  ^nd  irrepreheniible.  Indeed, 
fuch  he  had  con(fdered  to  have  been  the  Honograble  Ge* 
neral's  opinion,  fince  he  had  not  made  any  objedlion  in  the 
committer.  Mr.  Sergent  reminded  the  Houfc,  that  fon^e  oc* 
currences  had  taken  place  fo  lately,  fucb  as  the  affairs  at  Port* 
a\i-Prince,  &c.  Uc.  that  they  could  not  poi&hly  have  been  ln« 
eluded  in  the  original  eftimates.     Having  faid  this,  Mr.  Ser* 

?ent  proceeded  to  exculpate  the  prefent  mafier  general  of  the 
)rdnaiice  from  any  Ihare  of  blame  in  delaying  tbe  Weft  In- 
dia expedition.  The  report  which  the  honourable  General 
might  have  heard,  relative  to  the  ordnance  (lores  being  fent 
hack  from  Southampton  to  Woolwich,  was  entirely  unfound* 
ed  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  the  firft 
Mafter  General  who  had  taken  care  to  provide  that  there 
always  Ihould  be  a  confiderable  depot  of  ordnance  at  Portf* 
mouth,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  occafion  which  might  occur  for 
its  exportation  \  a  meafure  which  was  ftili  perfevered  in  by  the 
noble  Mar(}ui8  at  prefent  at  the  head  of  that  department.  He 
was  confident  that  there  never  had  been  an  armament  of  fuch 
•magnitude  fitted  (Qiit  in  fo  ihort  a  time  ;  and  he  put  it  to  gen- 
tlemen, whether  it  was  fair  to  fuppofe  that  the  noble  periba 
(  Marquis  Comwaliis)  who  had  been  fo  a<3ivc  in  the  fervice  of 
bis  country,  when  abroad>  fhould  in  any  way  be  remifi  m 
furnifhing  ftores  for  others  who  might  be  ading  on  (lations. 
-fimiiar  to  thofe  which  he  at  one  time  had  (6  honourably  oc- 
cupied i 

Gernral 
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General  TariiMn  rofe  to  explain.  The  general  faiJ,  he 
airfeed  with  the  honourable  eentleman  as  to  the  fubje^l  of  the 
eftimates,  but  diSered  with  him  a«  to  the  mode  in  which  they 
were  made  out.  He  dedared^  be  was  glad  to  bear  the  excuU 
pati^n  of  the  noble  Lord  at  Che  head  of  the  Ordnance,  and 
the  inference  which  he  drew  from  it  was,  diat  all  the  blame 
attached  to  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  minifters.  ,   . 

Lord  Belgrave  declared  t^at  the  a^^guments  of  the  honour* 
able  generak  upon  the  other  fide,  had  not  convinced  him  that 
the  refolutions  of  the  committee  ought  not  to  be  received  4 
hotwithfianding  the  tempeft  idiich  bad  caufed  the  delay  of  the 
Weft  India  armament)  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  trough  the 
exertions  of  his  Majefty's  mtnifters,  the  fleet  had  been  refitted 
in  fufficient  time  ftill  toitender  it  efleduaL  With  regard  to 
the  great  force  kept  «p  ihroughoul  the  country,  be  thought  it 
abiblutely  neceflary  to  prevent  the  defigne  of  traitors  ;.and 
his  opinion  was,  that  the  cavalry  Cbould  be  preferred,  as  beft 
adapted  to  the  purpofe.  The  expences  of  the  year  were^he 
admitted,  more  confiderable  than  before  the  w^ar,  )»ut  that  cir- 
cumftance,  inftead  ci  being  matter  of  triumph  to  his  Majefty^s 
sniniftei;s,  he  believed  was  a  Cbrtous  cau(e  of  concern  j  apd  bq 
was  periiiaded,  thaut  they  would  be  happy  when  the  time  to  te* 
Juce  them  to  the  fame  ftatc  as  before  the  war,  ihould  arrive^ 
That  time,  he  hoped  and  trufted,  was  not  far  diftantj  but  he 
iioped  and  trufleJ  alfo,  that  a  peace  would  never  be  msule  .lypoo 
an)  other  terms  than  tbofe  of  honour  and  fecurity  to  tliefOMnr 
try.  With  refpe^Si  to  th^  freneh  expedition,  he  underftoo4 
that  the  emigrants  wer<e  anxious  for  it,  from  a  ftrong  fuppbti«- 
tioo  that  they  fliould  bt  aWe  to  ^f>-Qp^i>te  with  the  roya^ifts^ 
and  dSftOt  a  coiuitef-feyoliitio^.  In  anfwer  to  the  charge  d 
want  of  feeiiog  lor  thoQ;  unfortunate  n.en,  with  which  the 
honour^e  ^neral  had  acirufed  his'  Majefty's  minift:  r^^^  he 
muft  declare,  that  ^e  honourable  general  feemed  himfelf  to 
have  very  iitile  feeling  for  the  Mings  pf  others,  when  he 
made  iuch  ap  accuTation,  Upgn  th^  w^Qle,  therffore^  M 
ihouM  «K>te  for  the  bringing  up  ihfi  report. 

Cc/pnr/ i?r<;/t;e)f^  in  explanation  faut,  he  0iould  haye  been 
the  Jaft  man  m  the  world  to  iippiite  invidious  diftin6tiona.Of 
want  of  feeling  to  the  right  honourably  Secimrv  at  W4r« 
upon  fo  melancholy  a  fubje£l  as  the  uniortunate  afl^4tr  ae 
<]iiilberon.  He  only  meant  to  poin|  out  (h^  impropriety  of 
me  lingular  expreffiop  he  had  ufed. 

Mr.  5^cr^/tfry  Z)«;7i/tff  began  with  deciaiingihftf  bethought 

jt  indecent  for  gentlemen  to  apply  themfeivcs  perfonaljy  to 

^e  feelings  of  individuals,  of  which  tbey  were  not  qualified  to 

T2  JMdge, 
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jud|rej  and  which  never  ^outd  be  learnt  from  any  rafti  and 
haftr  exprdKon,  that  might  ^fcape  in  the  warmth  of  debate. 
The  fKibtk,  that  ju{t>  tribunal,  would  not  judge  of  men  bf 
^e  ra(h  or  intemperate  animadveriions  paiFed  on  them  \a 
thsrt -Hotrfe,  bat  by  the  uniforin  ttno«ir  of  their  candu<£kii| 
g«neraU  •  Ne  man  of  feeling,  nor  of  fenfe,  would  afcrlbe  a 
want  of  humanity  to  his  right  honourable  frieal,  towhom 
fome  charges  feeme^  more  particularly  to  be  directed.     No 
lk\sn  ebiild  jufHy  charge  hira  vnih-  fparting  with  the  feelings 
and  roffeHngs  of  men^  or  thihk  he  could  (mile  at  ^^  orphans! 
t^ars,  and  widows'  cries,  or  deem  the  groans  of  Eunope  muiic.'f 
The  htmotiVabte  gentleman  had^  he  fuppofed,  innoductd  that 
qm>,tat1of]!i  nrerely -to  decorate  his  ipeech,   and  grace  it  with 
lome  touches  of  tne  pure  pathetic  at  the  expence,  no  doubt, 
pf'ConftderaM&  labour  on  his  part.      The  honourable  gentie-# 
man  'was  at  liberty  to  indulge  his  fanoy  in  thofe  flights,  but 
jthey  would,  he  trufted,  have  little  trfft^  upoa  the  fober  judg^ 
ment  of  the  Hoirfe.     With  regard  to  the  failiifg  of  the  WeH* 
India  armament,  he  had  thought  proper  to  fay^,  that  if  thede* 
lay  was  not  tot«  tiaced  to  the  ^dnance^  the  blanie  attached 
to  the  reft- oF  his  Majcfty's  n>iniiter$.     This  was.  begging 
tn^  queftion ;  he  (houkJ  6rft  have  proved  that  delay  had  exift* 
ed  at  all*     In  truth,  and  in  fad,  no  blame  was  imputable  to 
dnv  perfon  whatever.     I'he'feon^urablc  gentleman  had  talked 
bf  Knding  away  a  great  afmament  of  20  or  -30,000  men,  as 
if  k  was  only  a  machine  that  was  to  be  fent  out  of  the  coun^ 
icf.    He  did  not  confider-  the  many  prepaiactons  that  wers 
neceflarv  for  it.    He  did  not  confider  that  the  expedition  de4 
^CRxled  upon  drafts  from   the  Continent  and  various  forme? 
fervfces ;:  that  the  regiments,  when  landed,  required  time  to 
ifefftt *  «o  repofe,  and  co  recruit,  a»d  to  get  the  many  reinforce* 
ifnent^  necelTary  ;    in  fliort;  thd  feveral  forta  of  preparation 
bf  ordnance,  feldier*,  fdt k^rs,  provifions,  ftow»ge,  ammuni<* 
ttoa  of'  an  kinds,  &c.  kc.      The  honourable  general  had 
ftatr\  that  military  eperattona  ought  to  commence  in  the 
Wc^  Indies  in  December.    He  admitted  the  truth  of  the 
^fition,   and,  according*  to  the  uiual*  mode  of  calculating, 
thearirament  would  have  been  ready  for  adiion  in  the  Weftu 
{nrt&es'in  December  if  it  had  not  been  reikrained  by  iiicb  zc^ 
Cfdents  as  no  human  precaution  ootdd  preveiit.   -The  right 
homsurable  ^nileman  taid  that  the  $eet  Iheuld  have  been 
ready  to  fail  in  Udober,  it  really  was  fo ;  at  leaft  part  of  the 
firmament  was  re^dy  for  failing  on  the    loth  of   Odobcr, 
)lnd  the  whole  was  compleat^d  by  ihe  firft  ot  November ;  th^ 
0pla^  Itfioe^hat'  lime,  tu^bceu  emircly  owing  tp  contrary 
\.  winds* 
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winds.  Would  tii/e  honourable  general  impule  it  as  a  nMtcev 
of.bUoie  to  his  Maj^fty's  miniilcrs,  (lia^  the  wind  blew  from 
the  weft  inftead  of  the  eai>,  as  if  they  <^uld  contrtul  the 
elemeors,  and  regulate  the  weather  ?  The  oxily  caufe  of  blamQ 
ihcOi  waSi  thftc  the  armacnent  had  not  been  fcnt  oat  in  dif- 
feicnt  detachments.  He  had  not,  it  wa«  tme,  the  benefit  of 
that  hoi^ourable  general^  advice,  but  he  had  the  advice  of 
manyoiher  a^le  and  experienced  generals !  their  opinion  was^ 
^at  to  /carry  en  a  great  ofFenfive  operation,  in  the  Weft  India 
Iflandi,  with  effecl  and  probabdity  of  fijccefs,  a  large  Euiopeiui 
force  niQuid  be  fent  in  a  bgdy,  and  l^d  into  ai^on  iqmiodSAtelf 
on  thri(  arrival.  •  J  his  opinion  he  had  formed  upon  the  £rft 
military  authority,  and  he  was  not  dtipoied  to  facrifioe  it  to 
the  opinion  even  of  the  honourable  geoeraL  JTor  the  purpofe 
of  def'f nee  he  would  allow  that  the  garrifpns  in  the  iflaadt 
might  be  fed  gradiiaily  and  o^cafipnally^  in  fmaii  bodies;  an4 
this,^  in  fiM^y  had  been  done  i  ih^  charge  was,  therefore,  aQw 
(were^.  The  honovrablf  gentleman  had  mentioned  what  km 
would  have  advifed  to  be  done  with  Lrord  Moira^s  army  a 
in  <one  part  of  his  (pef  ch  b^  bid  he  would  have  fent  it  to  tho 
Weft«  indies  i  at  another  ti/ney  he  would  have  have-fent  it  t^ 
'mainuin  a  poficion  at  Q^iiberon*  It  was  unneceflary  to  dwell 
upon  the  inconfiftQucy  of  oppoGte  opinions  frpm  the  iamo 
perfoni  he  would  only,  lay,  that  it  was  impoffible  it  cottid  b^ 
fent  to  both  places ;  and  the  fd£k  was,  that  the  admiral  wfa« 
commanded  the  eKpediCion,  from  his  great  and  laudable 
eeal,  had  failed  fooner  thai»,  if  he.  had  not  been  animated  b]^ 
chat  &eal,  .  h\%  prudence  woukl  have  fuggefted  i  the  conw 
fequ^nce  of  thf  anticipation  of  a  few  hours  was,  be  was 
cxpofed  to  the  dreadful  hurricane,  T^is  had^  he  coiffefled,- 
been  an  ^n^omfnon  and  expenfivc  difafter ;  but  if  it  was  aa 
great  a  misfoituneas  ever  oad  happened,  he  had  the  plcaw 
fure  to  ftate  that  there  nevqr  was  a  great  misfortune  fia 
ipeedily  repaired;  at  the  mcMsent  he  was  then /peaking,  the 
Bett  was  completely  reiitted  and  equipped,  evesy  thing  Mras 
pre|pared:  it  had  been  ready  ever  finoe  Monday,  and  it  only 
wailed  fpr  a  fair  wind.  He  trvifted  it  would  foon  fail,  and  he 
pattered  himfeif  th^y  might  ftill  expnik  that  it  would  arrive 
at  the  place  of  declination  foon  enough  to  be  produdive  of 
advantageous  and  important  confbqueoces. 

G(neral  T^rieUn  again  explained.  He  fatd  that  aH  the 
wocid  would  he  at  peace,  but  for  the  interference  and  obftinacy 
of  hi5  Majefty's  minifiers.  He  would  not  undertake  to  fbto 
^  preciie  number  of  troops  which  might  have  been  necef<» 
67  IP  coy^  tb^  JaiidU^i^  of  thp  emigrants  at  Quiberon^  noe 

did 
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did  he  think  that  all  Lord  Moira*s  army  was  Heceflary,  but  he 
conceived  that  the  4000  men,  under  the  command  ot  General 
Doyle,-  which  were  ftill  at  PIfle  Dieu,  would  have  not  been 
fulBcient. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  he  found  himfelf  called  upon  to  make  fome 
obfervations  upon  the  fpe ech  of  the  right  honour;)ble  Secre- 
tary of  State.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated» 
that  there  had  been  no  unreafbhable  delay  in  the  expedition 
t^the  Weft- Indies.  Whatever  defence  he  might  fet  up  for 
himfelf  and  his  colleague^  refpeding  the  management  of  the 
expedition,  he  believed  that  there  was  but  one  opinion  in  the 
country  with  regard  to  their  conduct  on  that  buiineis,  which 
was,  that  very  improper  and  unnecefiary  delays  had  taken 
place.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  urged,  that 
much  preparation  was  required ;  that  the  troops  to  be  em<> 
ployed  had  returned  from  the  continent,  and  ftood  in  need 
o^  refreihment  and  repofe  ;  and  that  arms  and  amunition  for 
diem  were  x6  be  provided.  All  this  was  mod  trues  hut 
would  it  be  believed  that  all  the  vigour  and  energy  of  govern* 
ment  was  exerted,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  to  render  the  ar- 
'  mament  complete  ?  Let  it  be  remembereti,  that  fo  long  iince 
as  laft  June  twelvemonth,  an  account  of  the  recapture  of 
Guadaloupe  was  received  in  this  country,  and  that  his  Ma« 
jefiy's  minifters  mufl  then  have  known  the  neceffity  of  fend- 
ing out  a  great  armament  to  the  Weft-Indies,  if  they  wrfhed 
to  preferve  our  pofieffions.  The  admintftration  had  aflumed 
the  credit  of  difplaying  a  fuperior  vigour  and  energy  to  aH 
former  adminiftrations  in  the  conduct  of  war,  and  yet  they 
kad  not  been  able  to  difpiay  that  vigour  and  energy  in  the 
very  quarter,  where,  according  to  their  own  declaration,  all 
our  hopes  depended.  It  was  faid,  that  the  troops  which  re- 
turned from  the  Continent  required  repofe  and  refrefkment; 
let  It  be  remembered,  at  the  fame  time,  the  troops  returned 
in  the  Spring,  and  therefore  they  were  kept  in<idive  fiom  the 
Spring  to  the  loth.  of  Odober,  and  had  not  yet  failed.  On 
7he  xcth  of  Odober,  too,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  himfelf  admitted  (hat  only  one  part  was  ready  ;  and  even 
that  was  not  fufficiently  early,  for  the  fliips  ought  fo  have 
Veen  clear  ofF  the  ch^Minel  by  the  20th  of  September. 

He  perfectly  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
that  if  they  meant  to  carry  on  the  war  with  exertion  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  it  was  to  be  done  only  by  a  great  body,  and  h^ 
employing  that  body  at  ohce,  on  account  of  the  mortality 
which  prevailed  in  that  inclement  climate.  Yet,  it  appeared^ 
that  a  part  only  was  ready  to  iail  by  tt^c  iGth  of  O£lober.     It 

waa 
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was  not  a  part,  but  the  whole,  of  the  armament,  that  ougha 
to  have  been  ready  at  that  period.  There  mud  lie  a  charge 
then  of  delay  impuuble  fomewbere*  The  right  bonouraUe  . 
gentleman  pleaded  that. his  Majefty's  minifteri  were  not  ac« 
countable  tor  the  winds  which  detained  the  fleet  for  a  certain 
times  he  was  ready  to  allow  it;  they  were,  however,  fo  far 
accountable,  that  the  difafter  which  attended  the  armament^ 
was,  in  (bme  degree,  to  be  attributed  to  them  ;  it  was  their 
duty  to  have  equipped  the  tranfports  long  before,  and  not  to 
have  detained  them  in  the  Channel  till  that.feafon  came  on^ 
when  ftorms  and  violent  winds  were  to  be  expe^ed*  If  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  relblved  to  perfift  !n  his  afler* 
tion»  that  the  injury  which  the  fleet  fuffered  was  entirely  ow« 
ing  to  the  difpenfation  of  heaven,  befor^  that  argument  could 
avail  bim>  he  muft  prove  that  the  fleet  was  long  before  read/ 
to  fail. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman,,  it  was  to  be  remarked^ 
had  refuf^.  to  follow  his  honourable  friend  upon  the  other 
points  of  his  argument*     Whether  that  was  a  fufScicnt  apo* 
logy  to  the  public  for  the  calamitous  expedition  to  the  coan  of 
France,  he  would  leave  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  de** 
termine.     He  would  next  proceed  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the 
proper  fubjed  of  the  day,  and  in  doing  fo  he  fliould  refer  to 
the  ettimates  themfelves,  and  ground  his  reafoning  upon  the 
items  thofe  eftimates  contained.     If  he  underftoxl  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  (the  Secretary  at  War)  ri;;htly  upo;n  a 
former  evening,  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  aip* 
nounced  the  redu£Uon  of  the  army  by  more  than  2(9000  qicih 
which  produced  a'faving  to  the  public  uf  Soo^ool.  in  the 
probable  expences  of  the  eftablifliment  for  the  next  year.     He 
compared  the  efiimates  of  the  enfuing  vcar  with  thofe  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  perceived  that  the  laft  were  calculated  at 
6,954,0001.  (not  including  the  India  forces  faid  Mr.  Pit:}  and 
che^  at  6,142,0001.     In  addition  to  this  faving  of  Soo^oool. 
he  conceived  that  the  furplus  of  the  eftimates,  which  bad  been 
reckoned  at  700,oooK  fliould  bededufied  alfo.    (He  was  in- 
formed that  700,0001.  was  the  furplus  of  two  years.)    Well 
then,  faid  he,  there  is  an  adtial  laving  of  350JO00I.  which 
ought  furcly  to  have  been  deduced. 

An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Scrgent)  had  he  obferved, 
imputed  the  thin  attendance  of  which  his  honourable  friend 
had  fo  juftly  complained,  to  their  being  fatisfied  with  the  fair- 
nefs  of  the  eftimates.  He  could  not  admit  that  to  be. a  war** 
rantable  prefumption.  He  confidered  fo  thin  an  attendance^ 
when  Qoeof  the  mol^vnportant  functions  of  th^  Houfe  was 

to 
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to  be  performed,  yi«»  the  voting  away,  the  pablic  money,  -a« 
to  indication  of  gro(s  remifiheft  and  want  of  attention  to  that 
tfutV)  which  the  Members  of  the  'Houfe  were  bound  to  dif-* 
charge  diligently  and  faithMly. 

There  was  one  article  in  the  eflimates^  which  Mr.  Grey  rale*, 
fee  would  next  take  notice  of,  and  which  'prrticularly  called 
for  tlfe  attention  of  the  Houfe;  it  was  fo  exceiHve  as  to  be 
akrming)  and  he  propofed  hereafter  to  take  the  fen'e  of  the 
Houfe  upon  it.  The  article  that  he  al!uded  to,  wa?,  the  pro* 
vifton  for  the  ftafF,  which  amounted  to  103,6421.  He  had 
compared  it  with  the  eftimates  of  farmer  years,  and  found  it 
unparalleled  and  enormous*  He  took  the  laft  war  of  the  Earl 
tiF  Chatham,  in  1762^  in  which  theldrgeft  army  of  late  times 
ifas  raifedy  and  the  fums  fbrthe  ftaff  then  voted  were  58,81  ;j). 
That,  however,  was  not  the  chief  point  of  comparifon.  1  iic 
points  which  he  ibould  next  refer  to,  were  the  two  laft  yeanf 
^f  the  American  war  in  1 781  and  1 782.  The  American  war 
'ftad  always  been  arraigned  by  the  prefent  Minifters,  as  the 
moft  extravagant  war  in  which  this  country  vvas  ever  en- 
gaged; and  hetould  ihcw  what  the  ftate  of  the  ilafF  was  in 
the  two  laft  years  of  that  war^  which  were  unqueftionably 
the  moft  expenfive.  In  178!)  the  number  of  men  voted  for 
Cuards  and  garrifons  were  39,666,  and  the  money  for  the  ftaff 
42,95y)*  In  17819  the  number  of  men  voted  for  guards  and 
garr lions  were  49,456,  and  the  money  for  the  ftaff  4.3,840). 

•  The  number  of  men  cilimated  for  the  guards  and  garrifons 
thjs  year  were  49,219,  and  the  money  for  the  ijaff  103,642!. 
whicV  was  a  fum  more  than  double  the  allowance  of  the  ftafF 

•  in  the  two  laft  years  of  that  extravagant  war.  This  differ- 
ence he  wiflied  toftate,  that  the  Houfe  mi;;ht  confidct  whe-r 
ibct  the  enormous  increafe  of  this  article  had  arifen  from  any 
want  of  attention  on  their  parts,  and  he  intimated  that  he 

'  Ihould  hereafter  examine  it  more  particularly. 

Having  dwelt  for  fome  time  on  thi!?  point,  he  faid,  he  would 
not  fit  down  without  faying  a  word  or  two  on  the  charge 
urged  againft  the  Secretary  at  War,  of  ufing  ludicrous  ex- 

•  frcffions  upon  fcrious  and  affctfting  fubjccis:    he  entirety  ac- 

•  tiuiited  him  of  any  fuch  charge ;  he  knew  him  better  than  to 
believe  he  really  n.eritedany  fuch  imputation;  hut  he  was  not 
aftoniftied  that  other  gentlemen  fhouid  (hew  a  conftdcrable 

'  degree  of  feeling  awl  jcaloufy  at  any  levity  of  exprcflion  on 
'  <mr  lo(fes,  when  they  called  to  mind  what  a  quantity  of  blood 
'  and  treafure  had  been  ufelefsly  fquandered  ,in  the  prefent  un"-. 
nectiiary,  unjuft  and  hopelef^  war.  . 

Mr! 
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Mr.  Secretary  Dundat  explained,  that  if  the  account  of 
the  recapture  of  Guadaloupe  was  received  laft  July  twelve^ 
month,  the  account  of  the  lofs  of  St.  Lucia  did  not  arrive 
till  laft  July ;  an<^  therefore,  if  Guadaloupe  had  been  the 
only  object,  a  fore?  would  have  been  ready. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
not  a  fatisfa^ory  anfwer  to  the  arguments  of  his  honourable 
friend.  He  aflced,  if  our  Government  had  confined  their  views 
to  Guadaloupe,  or  whether  they  had  not  from  the  beginning 
n  defign  upon  Sr«  Domingo.  If  that  had  been  an  object 
throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war,  the  queftion  might 
with  propriety  be  aflccd^  why  we  had  not  made  greater  and 
niore  timely  exertions  to  fecureit?  He  had  always  been  a 
friend  to  enquiries;  and  he  confidered  it  as  a  lamentable  cir* 
cumftauce,  both  for  that  Houie  and  the  country,  that  it  had 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  prefent  minifters  to  diffiiade 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  from  inftituting  thefe  enqui* 
Hes.  It  was  too  much  to  make  the  country  believe,  that  this 
war  had  been  managed  with  fuperior  wifdom  and  ncill  to  all 
JFormer  wars ;  and  yet  this  was  the  only  war  recorded  in  the 
hiftory  c^,  Great  Britain,  in  which  no  enquiry  had  takea 
place.  He  would  not,  he  faid,  accufe  adminiftration  of  4 
want  of  feeltng,  refpeAing  the  fate  of  the  expedition  to  Qyi« 
beron,  but  he  hoped  and  trufted  that  they  would  move  for  an 
enquiry  to  juftify  their  conduS.  in  his  opinion  that  *would 
be  the  beft  way  to  (hew  a  proper  feeling  for  thofe  unfortu- 
nate men  who  had  fallen  a  facrince  to  their  councils  and  tfaeir 
condu(fl;  and  he  hoped  and  trufted  it  was  their  intention  to 
do  (b ;  and  to  do  it  not  only  in  regaird  to  France,  but  to  the 
Weft  Indies  alfo.  He.did  not  believe  himfelf^  and  hi$  belief 
was  confirmed  by  public  opinion,  that  th^  Weft  India  arma- 
ment had  been  ready  to  fail  on  the  loth  of  Odober,  and 
he  doubted  if  it  could  have  been  made  ready  by  the  ift  of 
November. 

The  right  honourable  Secretary'  of  State  bad  ailerted,  that 
their  fleet  was  ready  to  fail  by  the  firft  of  November.  This 
.was  an  aflertion,  which,  for  his  own  part,  he  repeated  it,  he 
was  convinced  the  right  honourable  Secretary  could  not  make 
good  upon  an  enquiry.  He  demanded,  of  the  houfe,  if  they 
wereiatisfied  on  fqch  an  important  point  with  a  bare  declara<« 
tibn;  and  whether,  after  feeing  the  country  involved  in  cala- 
mities by  a  fruitlefs  and  unfortunate  conreft,  which  years  of 
peace  would  not  be  able  to  retrieve,  whether  they  were  not 
bound  to  enquire  who  was  the  author  of  thefe  calamities,  and 
what  were  the  meafurcs  by  which  fuch  complicated  mifer^ 
•    Vol.  II.  1795.  U  h^ 
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had  been  produced  ?  He  hoped  and  truftcd  that  the  effedl  o* 
the  debate  would  be  to  lead  iheboufe  to  enter  into  a  feriotis 
enquiry  into  the  two  expeditions*  The  firft  expedition  to  the 
coaft  of  France,  in  his  opinion,  was  wiW  and  chimerical; 
planned  without  wifdom,  and  executed  without  energy.  On 
that  expedition,  however,  he  confcfled  there  was  room  for 
difference  of  opinion.  The  fecond  expedition  had  been 
planned  and  executed  in  contempt  of  the  experience  to  be 
collefled  and  learnt  from  the  former ;  and  that  men  were  de- 
tained there  without  any  pofiible  feryice,  or  even  thefhadow 
of  a  hope  of  their  being  of  any  affitiance.  That  failure,  how- 
ever, if  e;cnt]emen  thoi>ghnike  him,  would  not  be  fo  dread- 
ful if  it  mould  bring  us  nearer  to  the  bleflings  of  peace.  He 
was  taught,  however,  by  a  noble  Lord,  (Lord  Betgrave,)  to 
expe<3  that  the  time  v^  ould  foon  come,  when  thefe  troops  woul4 
be  recalled,  and  he  was  taught  to  expe£t  alfo  that  we  might 
foon  have  peace.  He  hoped  it  would  be  fo ;  but  he  could  not 
help  remarking  how  much  indebted  they  were  to  the  ill  fuc- 
ccfs  of  the  hi\  expedition  for  that  hope.  If  we  had  been  fuc- 
cefsful,  that  time  would  have  been  remote  indeed;  becaufeif 
we  had  made  any  impreflion  on  the  interior  of  France,  and 
Louis  the  Eighteenth  had  been  proclaimed  King,  however 
fmall  our  impreflion,  and  however  weak,  comparatively 
fpeakiner,  our  fuppcrt,  all  our  hopes  of  peace  would  have  been 
remote  indeed.  We  muft  have  piofecutcfd  the  war  with  end- 
lefs  perfeverance,  to  the  ruin  even  of  the  country  j  becaufe  to 
have  given  up,  would  have  been  a  breach  of  faith,  and  afpc- 
cies  of  the  bafeft  treachery. 

With  regard  to  other  fubjefls,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  be  agreed 
with  his  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Grey,)  that  the  eftimates 
of  the  Staff  for  the  enfuing  year,  when  compared  with  the 
eftimates  of  former  years  of  war,  inconteftibly  proved  the 
prcfent  to  be  the  moft  extravagant  war  in  which  this  country 
ever  was  engaged.  In  the  American  war,  among  all  thecen- 
furable  features  cf  the  minifters  then  in  power,  there  was  no 
one  by  which  ihey  were  fo  ftror>gly  marked,  and  for  which 
they  were  fo  much  reprobated,  as  for  their  extravagance  j 
he  was,  however,  ready  to  take  even  that  war  as  a  criterion 
of  econo'v.y,  and  by  that  crifis  to  convi£t  or  acquit  the  pre- 
fent  Adminiftration.  If  this  was  not  proved  to  be  infinitely 
more  extravagunr,  he  would  allow  that  the  prefent  minifters 
fiood  s^cquittrd  in  the  face  of  their  country. 

The  next  fubjcft  he  had  to  notice  was  the  cavalry  fencibles  ; 
and  no  man  of  common  obfervation  could  deny,  that,  in  a 
time  of  fear  city  like  the  prefent>  it  was  peculiarly  incumbent 
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cn  minifters,  if  they  were  refolvcd  to  keep  up'fuch  a  confi- 
deraUe  force  in  the  interior,  to  make  the  proportion  of  infan- 
try greater,  and  the  cavalry  lefs.  On  that  ground  he  obicd>cd 
to  receiving  the  report,  and  on  that  ground  he  objected  to  the 
eftimates  in  general.  It  was,  he  raid,  a  (h^imeful  thing>  waca 
the  country  was  not  in  dread  of  an  invafion,  to  keep  up  fuch 
an  alarming  and  unprecedented  army  in  the  kingdom.  lie 
even  thought  that  the  militia  ought  not  to  remain  any  longer 
in  the  iieli^  as  the  neceliity  was  removed,  togedier  with  the. 
apprehenfion  of  danger.  It  had  heen  innduated,  however,  by 
a  noble  Lord«  that  this  unprecedented  and  alarming  force  was 
not  kept  up  from  any  apprehenfions  of  a  foreign  enemy,  but 
for  the  pr^fervation  of  domeftic  peace.  IK'  hoped  and  trufVed, 
^is  was  not  the  cafe  ;  becaufe  every  man  mud:  know  that 
the  prefervation  of  domeflic  peace  had  beenfjlely  ciitruilevj  to 
the  civil  power,  and  the  civil  power  had  alv/aysbccn  fudlcient. 
According  to  the  infmuation  of  the  nobJe  Lord,  then,  they  . 
nvere  not  to  expert  that  this  enormous  force  would  be  dil- 
)>anded,  even  if  a  peace  with  France  was  made;  they  were. 
not  to  fuppofe  they  were  to  bedifembudied  on  the  cdlution  of 
war^  but  on  the  ceiTalion  of  alarms. 

Mr*  Fox  then  entered  into  the  caufes  of  the  commence- 
ment and  continuance  of  the  war.  Never  were  dicy,  he  ftiiJ, 
£3  light  and  trifling  in  any  former  war  ;  never  did  they  re(t  . 
vpon  opinions  fo  whimfical,  fo  tancilul,  and  fo  falfe.  Some  of 
the  men  who  led  the  councils  of  this  country,  had  advanced 
thefe  opinions ;  and  the  whole  nation  was  fufFcring  for  their 
(lelufions.  Thefe  d^lufions  had  occafioned  dreams,  nay  oceans 
of  blood,  to  jTpread  over  the  continent  of  Europe^  Wh;it  was 
^e  opinion  of  all  other  nations  with  refpect  10  this  country  ? 
He  would  tell  the  Houfe;,  Great  Britain  appeared  in  the  moiV 
odious  and  detefted  light ;  by  its  perfiflence  and  obiUnacy,  ic 
l^ad  kepit  alive  tjje  flames  of  war,  which,  but  for  its  eirorcs,' 
>vould  have  fubfided.  He  believed  no  man  would  attempt  to 
contra;ii<^  him,  when  he  allerted,  that  more  than  twelve 
months  h&delapfed,  iince  all  Europe  would  have  enjoyed  the 
l^leffihgs  of  traoquility,  had  it  not  been  for  the  macninations 
of  BritiQi  miniilexs.  Ihe  King  ot  England's  good  counfck 
lors  had  held  up  t#ie  torch  of  w<ir.  Was  not  thi^*  true  ?  A(k 
our  merchants ;  a(k  all  thofc  who  had  any  coinmunication, 
any  correfpondence  abroad.  If  miniflers  were  coming  at  laft 
to  a  change  of  opmion,  and  were  carncftly  difpofed  to  p'lciri^ 
cation,  he  congratulated  the  Houfe  and  the  country.  When 
that  peace  fliould  ariive,  kt  the  guilt  of  thofe  be  remcnibcrcd 
ivbp  bad  protracted  it,  and  foufdefcly  prolonged  the  war  j  \he 
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guilt  of  thore  men,  at  whofe  door  alt  the  difgrace,  calamitjr, 
^nd  bloodfhed,  AiiFered  within  the  laft  twdvemonth,  woul4 
entirely  lie. 

Mr .  Dunjas  (zidj  in  e^^pUnatiort,  that  he  had  not  at  all. 
alluded  to  the  force  deitined  for  St.  Domingo. 

The  Clhancellorof  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  did  not  think  he 
(hould  have  been  induced  to  trouble  the  Houfe  that  night,  ha<) 
there  not  have^  been  brought  forward  a  topic  on  which  he 
thought  it  neceflary  td  fay  a  few  words,  becaufe  it  was  a  topic 
intimately  interwoven  with  the  honour,  the  fecurit)',  the  cha- 
ra£^er  of  that  Houfe,  and  of  the  nation  ;  not  only  of  the  na«> 
tion,  but  of  all  Europe,  and  of  the  world  at  large,  It  was  fq 
connected  with  thecaufe  of  truth  and  of  juftice,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  remain  filent.  A  doflrine  had  ail  at 
once  been  ^(Turned  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
had  juft  fat  down,  of  a  moft  Angular  nature.  He  mud,  there-r 
fore,  remind  the  Houfe  of  the  extent  of  the  right  honourable 
-gentleman's  propofition.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid  broadly,  that  they  had  been  unjuft  in  beginning"  the 
war  ;  that  they  \vcre  detefted  by  Europe  ;  and  but  for  the  in* 
terference  of  Great  Britain,  all  Europe  would  long  fmce 
have  enjoyed  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  tranquility.  He  had 
no  right  to  queftion  the  individual  opinion  of  the  right  bono* 
rable  gentleman,  nor  would  he.  He  had  no  right  to  difpute 
that  right  honourable  gentleman's  drawing  what  confequenca 
he  thought  proper  froni  that  opinion  for  the  regulation  of  his^ 
own  private  condudi  ;  but  he  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  it  wa$ 
fomething  like  arrogance,  fe]f-confequence,.and  prefumption^ 
^n  any  individual,  while  he  was  addreiling  an  afiembly,  who 
had  as  good  a  right  to  judge  as  himfelf,  to  fet  hfs  opinion  in 
cppofltion  to  the  re{>eated  deciiions  of  that  Houfe,  as  to  the 
motives  for  entering  intp  the  war,  and  the  neceffity  for  con- 
tinuing it.  The  Houfe  had  been  fenfible  that  it  was  provoked/ 
and  entered  into  in  confequence  of  the  aggreffions  of  France, 
and  not  in  purfuance  of  the  fpirit  of  ambitipn  in  England ; 
that  we  were  forced  into  the  war  in  defence  of  every  thing 
that  was  near  and  dear  to  u$  in  our  religion  and  government ; 
that  it  was  not  a  war  begun  in  injuftice  on  our  part,  but  one 
in  which  we  were  to  -engage  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  all  governments :  and  particularly  in  fup- 
port  of  that  mixed  government  which  we  had  fo  happily  en- 
joyed in  Great  Britain.  It  was  too  much  he  faid,  for  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  exped  from  the  Houfe,  that  either  the 
eloquence  or  the  vehemence  of  his  fpeecfi  (hould  induce  them 
to  negative  tbeiir  own  deciiions  y  to  make  them  declare,  that 
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they  bad  unjuftly  entered  into  this  war^  when,  in  fadl,  it  was 
a  defen^ve  war ;  and  not  merely  a  defenfive  war,  but  a  drug, 
gle  for  our  political  exiilence^  That  Houfe  had  determined 
that  the  war  was  juft,  was  ncceflary,  was  unavoidable,  on 
our  part ;  a  war  which  had  been,  in  point  of  h&^  argued  in 
that  Houfe,  and  proved  to  its  convidtion,  to  be  in  its  fpirit 
defenflvc :  not  only  becaufc;  fome  of  our  tntcrcfts  were  au- 
tacked  ;  but  defenfive  even  qp  to  the  extent  of  ftruggling  for 
our  law,  our  religion,  our  liberty,  and  our  conftitution.  He 
believedi  in  fpitcof  the  various  calamities  of  the  war,  which 
he  would  not  diflemble ;  in  fpite  of  the  exertions  of  the  ene- 
my, greater  than  ever  had  been  heard  of  in  Europr,  and  oc- 
cafioned  by  efforts  which  were  gigantic  (Iridcs  towards  their 
own  de(^ru£lion  ^  in  fpite  (he  would  aifurne  it  for  ar^Lnr^ent 
fake)  of  the  imperfection  of  the  councils  of  the  BritL'h  mini- 
fters  ;  not  Oi»ly  the  page  of  impartial  hiftory  would  record, 
but  it  was  the  prefcnt  convi£lion  of  mankind,  that  the  exer- 
tions of  this  lingle  ifland,  pufhed  to  its  extent  by  rh-?  noble 
grdor  and  fpirit  of  the  country  ;  by  the  extraordinary  reiburcea 
it  poflefled  ;  by  its  exertions,  which  were  in  proportion  to  ihe 
inconteftible  juAice  of  itscaufej  Europe,  all  Europe,  would 
be  refcuedfrom  the  greatcft  danger  to  which  it  had  ever  been 
^xpofed:  by  the  exertions  of  this  iOand,  fmall  in  fize,  fniall 
in  population,  but  great  in  the  poflefTxon  of  an  excellent  and 
free  conflitution,  which  had  raifed  commerce  to  fuch  a  height 
as  to  make  it  the  envy  and  admiration  of  mankiiid  ;  this  liule 
ifland  it  was  that  cemented  and  preferved  that  coalition,  by 
whofe  exert.ons  that  unnatural  fyficm  of  equality  had  crum^ 
bled  into  dud  ;  and  now,  when  we  could  difcover  a  hope 
that,  from  a  change  of  government,  it  might  be  pofTible  to 
treat  for  peace,  we  find  on  the  road  the  obftrticlion  of  proud 
pretenfions.  Were  they  to  be  told  that  we  might  terminate 
the  war  with  honour,  and  that  we  obftinately'adhcre  to  old 
ppinions  ?  What  have  thofe  gajned  who  have  made  a  feparatc 
peace?  Have  they  gained  honour  or  honourable  fecurity  ? 
How  were  thofe  it«ites  of  Germany  fituated  that  had  ftolen 
jiway  from  the  confederacy  ?  A  little  before  the  fliouts  of 
yiSory  had  given  triumph  to  the  Auftrian  armies,  did  not  the 
French  general  declare,  thac  not  one  of  the  ftates  under  any 
iine  of  demarcation  (hould  be  exempt  from  contribution  ? 
Here  was  honourable  fecurity  !  How  did  he  qualify  and  ex- 
cufc  this  aS  of  faithlefs  tyranny  ?  Truly,  they  were  to  be  re- 
imburfed  f.om  tlie  other  ftates  which  the  French  might  after- 
wards conquer.  Was  it  then  to  be  imputed  as  an  obftinate 
adherence  to  falfe  opinions,  that  the  Englifh  did  not  accept 
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of  a  feparate  peace  on  any  terms  ?  Should  they  confent  to  the 
^£t  that  declared,  that  up  the  Rhine  ihould  be  incorporated 
with  the  French  Republic  ?  Ought  this  country  peaceably  to 
permit  the  French,  our  eternal,  inveterate,  and  hereditary 
enemies,  to  poffefs  an  extent  of  territory  inconfiftent  with 
our  fafety,  and  the  fecurity  of  Europe  ?  Our  fyftem,  it  was 
true,  had  been  a  coftly  fyAem*  There  was  no  man  who  more 
regretted  the  great  expences  of  the  war  than  he ;  but  v.  e 
ought  to  weigfv  well  the  importance  of  the  ohjcSt  which  we 
had  in  view ;  our  own  fecurity  and  exigence  were  at  ltake« 
We  had  deftroyed  the  Jacobin  fa<^ion,  and  prefer ved  the  in- 
dependence of  all  Europe :  We  had  extended  the  diverfiiied 
profperity  of  Great  Britain  j  fupported  it  by  alliance^  ;  ferved 
the  intereAsof  commerce,  and  defeated  the  defigns  of  a  per* 
fidious,  encroaching,  and  dangerous  neighbour.  What  Eng- 
land had  already  faved  was  as  much  beyond  the  obje£l  of  any 
other  war,  as  the  expence  of  this  was  beyond  that  of  former 
contefls,  and  he  was  willing  to  try  this  point  on  its  own  me- 
rits; before  the  queftion  of  expence  be  even  touched  upon» 
gentlemen  ought  to  look  at  the  importance  of  what  we  had 
already  gained,  and  then  the  ^xpcnce,  on  a  fair  comparifon, 
would  be' regarded  as  nothing. 

Having  apologized  for  thus  entering  into  the  general  fub- 
\cQ  of  the  war,  with  a  greater  degree  of  warmth  than  per- 
naps  was  proper,  by  declaring  that  the  charge  made  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  only  led  him  to  the  dif-- 
cuiHon  of  it,  but  rendered  what  he  had  Ciid  unavoidable ;  he 
owned  he  had  never  been  more  afFedled  than  at  the  moment 
when  we  were  about  to  experience  that  effect  which  we  had 
fiD  dearly  earned  by  ouj^ valour  and  our  exertions,  to  hear  one 
aflertion,  which,  if  not  refuted,  would  lead  to  a  d^ftardly  fur<^ 
'  render  of  all  our  glory. 

He  proceeded  next  to  the  objeflions  urged  by  feveral  gen- 
tlemen againft  adminiftrati^n  on  account  of  delay,  refpedting 
the  fending  iuccours  to  the  Wed  Indies.  Until  Auguft,  1794, 
they  had  not,  he  faid,  receivc4  account^  of  the  lofs  or  St. 
Lucia ;  and  fmce  that  time  large  reinforcements  had  been  fent 
out  for  the  defence  of  the  iflands.  Neither  was  it  untlll  the 
latter  end  of  that  year  that  government  found  the  neceflity  of 
a  great  armament  i  and,  although  he  bv  no  means  allowed  that 
it  could  be  got  ready  fooner,  if  it  had  been  determined  an  ear- 
lier, be  would  maintain  that  no  delay  had  taken  place  fmce^ 
but  what  was  unavoidable. 

With  refped  to  the  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France,  gen- 
tlemen called  aloud  for  enquiry,  and  ^ftabli(hed  4  moft  com- 
pendious 
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pcndious  conclufion  ;  that  if  they  afkcd  for  enquiry,  and  mi- 
nifters  did  not  think  proper  to  grant  it,  it  followed,  that  a  de- 
nial of  enquiry  was  a  confeflion  of  guilt ;  this  was  a  fallacious 
conclufion,  and  not  more  fallacious  than  it  w^s  dale  and 
hacknied.  ,  He  was  ready  to  argue  with  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman on  the  propriety  of  an  enquiry,  on  a  view  of  all  the 
circumftances  relating  to  the  expedition  to  (^liberon;  he  was 
ready  to  argue  upon  the  policy  of  the  meafure,  from  the  infor« 
mation  which  government  had  received  of  the  probability  of 
co-operation  in  La  Vendcfe,  from  the  probabilty,  that  the 
junSion  with  La  Vendee  would  roufc  and  awaken  a  fpirit  of 
loyalty  in  other  parts  which  then  laid  dormant,  and  produce  im- 
portant affiftance  ;  from  the  efPedl  that  (nch  co-operation  and 
roufed  fpirit  of  loyalty,  would  have  upon  the  forces  on  the 
exterior ;  in  (hort,  from  all  confiJcrations  and  probable  con- 
fequences,  be  was  prepared  to  defend  the  policy  of  the  expedi- 
tion ;  and  not  only  its  general  policy,  but  its  expediency  in  th^ 
fevcral  parts ;  the  expediency  of  appointing  Monfieur  du  Pui- 
faye ;  of  having  no  more  than  the  number  fent ;  and  to  content^ 
that  the  meafure  was  wiie,  feafonable,  and  pradicable,  accord- 
ing to  the  intelligence  in  the  pcfleflion  of  minifters.  In  this  or 
that  comprehenfive  view  of  it  alone  was  it  that.the  matter  could 
be  fairly  judged ;  and  in  that  view  he  would  be  ready  to  ar|ue 
Vfhtn  a  future  opportunity  (hould  prefent  itfelf* 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Grey's  obfervations,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  affigned  as  the  reafon  why  the  efiimates  of 
this  year  were  calculated  on  the  fame  fcale  as  laft  year,  aU 
though  the  laft  year's  eftimaie  exceeded  the  expence, 
that  laft  year  there  was  a  >  confiderable  number  of  non- 
efFe£lives,  and  therefore  a  faving  offpay ;  whereas  in  the 
prefent  year  no  fuch  deficiency  would  be  found  in  the  reduced 
eftablifhment.  With  refpe<3  to  his  objedion  relative  to  the 
increafed  expences  of  the  StafF,  he  declared  he  did  not  wifli  to 
fupport  any  unneceflary  expences  ;  he  took  it  for  granted,  that 
it  was  reafonabie  and  juftifiable  from  that  quarter  in  which  it 
was  determined,  though  he  would  not  undertake  to  fay  how 
far  the  increafed  ought  to  extend  above  thofe  of  1782 ;  yet  he 
would  juft  mention  fome  general  reafons  whey  they  ought  toJ^e 
am  increafe.  Although  the  guards  and  garrifons  were  pretty 
nearly  alike  that  year  and  the  prefent,  yet  there  were  material 
additions  in  other  ways ;  there  was  an  increafe  in  the  militia, 
in  the  whole  fencible  army,  and  the  yeomanry  corps ;  thefe 
required  a  greater  fuperintendcnce  than  old  regiments ;  and 
although  he  did  not  wifli  the  Staff  fliould  be  unneceffarily 
enlarged,  it  was  certainly  economical  to  have  the  advantage 
of  fu|)erior  difcipline. 

Should 
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Should  any  enquiry  be  moved  for  upon  the  fuhjed  adverted 
to,  hefaid,  he  (hould^bt  think  himfelf  bound  to  confent  to 
it,  unlefs  a  fair  ground  be  laid  down  from  whence  a  reaibna^ 
ble*  charge  that  miniftcrs,  hadafted  contrary  to  their  duty ^ 
could  be  made,  in  urhich  cafe  a  variety  of  circumftanccs 
vvhich  had  not  yet  been  even  mentio.ied,  mould  be  taken  inta 
confideration.       ' 

Mr,  F'X  rofe  to  explain  with  refpeS  to  a  few  points* 
When  he  talked  of  the  expcnce  of  the  war,  he  did  not  mean 
the  general  expence,  but  the  cxpence  of  particular  branches 
of  the  fervice.  Whatever  was  the  importance  of- the 
conteft,  it  was  not,  furely,  nccefiary  that  any  particular  fer- 
vice  ihould  ftand  at  a  fura  beyond  what  it  was  ulually  enlarged « 
When  he  faid  that  this  country  had,  for  years^  prevented 
Europe  from  enjoying  the  bleffings  of  peace,  he  had  deh'vered 
only  his  own  individual  opinion  on  that  point,  alluding  to  the 
influence  which  her  opinions  had  upon  the  events  that  had 
taken  pl;ce  on  the  Continent.  With  regard  to  his  declaration 
ihat  England  had  prevented  a  general  peace  for  the  laft  twelve 
month*,  that  was  a  propoTition  which  he  thought  he  could 
prove  and  eilabiifli  as  completely  as  any  political  propofitton 
could  rcatbnably  be  proved  and  eliabliAied.  When  he  re- 
commended to  give  peace  to  Europe,  he  did  not  mean  that 
this  country  fhould  form  a  feparate  treaty,  he  only  meant  that 
(he  fhculd  remove  tbofe  obftacles  which  (he  had  hitherto . 
oppofed  to  the  conclufion  of  a  general  peace. 

Mr.  iViluam  Smith  (aid,  when  the  right  honourable  gen^ 
tleman  had  argued  that  we  ought  not  to  leave  France  in  pof* 
feffion  of  certain  territories  without  a  proper  compenfation« 
he  was  at  a  lofs  to  coiiceivc  what  compenfatlon  he  could  bavo 
in  his  contemplation.  'The  right  honourable  gentleman 
boafted  that  it  was  a  proud  thing  for  this  Ifland,  by  our  inter-* 
fcrence  in  the  conteft,  to  have  laved  Europe ;  it  was,  never* 
theiefs,  an  honour  which  might  coft  us  too  dear.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  muft  either  be  lefs  timid  with  ttfytGt  to 
alarms,  or  more  bdd  with  refpe^i  to  finance,  if  he  did  not 
fee,  in  the  deranged  ftate  to  which  our  finances  might  be 
'brought  bv  the  war,  mote  danger  of  a  revohition,  th^n  from 
all  the  feditious  pamphlets  that  bad  been  brought  forward. 
When  he  ment'oned  the  firmnefe  and  perfeveraiice  which 
parliament  had  (hewn  in  the  profecution  of  the  conteft,  and 
which  difcovered  their  fenfe  of  the  juflice  of  the  caufe,  he 
onght  to  have  recoIl|jted,  they  were  exadly  the  fame  exprefb 
fions  which  had  been  ufed  in  178 1,  by  :the  noble  Lord 
who  conduced  bis  IVIajefty's  councils  during  the  American 
war. 

General 
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General  Smith  ip  afhort  fpeech  reprehended  the  magnltucie 
of  the  accounts,  which  had  been  brour;ht  forward,  and  thtf 
^xtravagtince  of  particular  itcm^,  and  declared  his  intention* 
of  execifmg  the  utmoft  vlgilancJe  with  re(pe<£l  to  the  expend!^ 
ture  of  pubFtc  money.'  He  had  ftated  laft  year  what  had  that 
day  been  repeated^  th^t  Great  Britain  had  become  odious  td 
all  the  Powers  on  the  Continent,  from  being  conddered  as 
the  onl/  obftacle  to  peace..  He  had  hitherto  Inunned  talking 
of  the  French'RevQlution ;  he  thought  it,  however,  neceflary 
to  declare  thaf  he  believed  the  principal  caufe  of  that  Revo- 
lution %»  have  been  a  profufe  and  laviffa  expenditure  of  public^ 
money  :'  and  iii  that  light  it  ought  to  be  held  out  as  a  wamrng; 
to  mjnifters.  . 

The  queftion' being  called  for,  tfrangers  were  ddired  to 
wxthdraw,,.and  were  not  again  admitted.^  The  motion  for  th^ 
re-comniitment  was  negatived^ 

The  Hbufe  proceeded  on  the  repbrt.  Aftet  a  flxort  con- 
▼erfation,  the  refolutions  were  read  a  fecond  time^  and  agreed 
to.— •A^ljDHrncd* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

Thursday,  Deumber  ^. 

Mr.  Alkefrnan  Anierjon  brought  up  two  bills  for  explaining' 
and  enlarging  the  Charters  granted  in  the  7th  of  George  I.  to 
\o  the  Royal  Exchange  and  London  InfuYahce  Offices,'  vrhich 
were  readf  a  firft  and  fecond  time. 

.    MTITIOMS  FOR    AND   AGAINST   THS   TRSASOXf   AND 
SfiDlTloyS   MEBTING  BI)»LS.  ^ 

The  Mafier  of  the  Rolls  mentioned  feme  circtmiflaaces 
relative  to  the  proceedings  at  Bath,  it  having  been  ftated,  oa 
prefenting  a  petition  from  that  placc^  in  pj^fition  to  tliofe 
bills,  that  the  petition  prefented  from  the  fame  place,  in  favour 
of  them,  had  been  obtained  in  a  furreptitious  manner.  For* 
the  purpofe  of  refuting  the  charge,  he  ftated  that  the  meeting 
had  been  openly-  held,  that  the  petition  was  fair,  and  the 
fip;naturt9  were  obtained  without  folicitlition  from  the  inha- 
bitants and  the  vifitorsf  at  both  the  roorris.  It  was  to  be  re«. 
gretted.  that  the  rqles  of  the  Houfe  did  not  provide  ifome  regu-s* 
latioiis  for  afccrtainiiig  the  weight-atvi  influence  that  £hould 
be  given  to  opinions ;  an  order^  that  ao  petition  (hould  be  re« 
tetred,  to  which  the  parties  who  fignedit  did  not  affix  an 
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account  of  their  occupatioi^s  and  places  of  abode,  might,  he 
iaid,  go  a  confiderable  wav  in  effeding  that  ufeful  object. 

Mr.  Francis  defired  to  knowr  to  which  of  the  petitions,  that 
had  been  prcfented  from  Bath,  the  Mafter  of  Che  Rolls  meaot 
(0  apply  bts  obfervations. 

The  Mafier  $f  tbe.  Rolls  replied,  that  he  meant  merel  v  ta 
ftateb  that  the  petition  which  he  had  prcfented  had  not  been 
furreptitiouffy  obtained. 

Mr.  Wiunoi  prefented  a  petition  from  die  Cbvporatibn  of 
Coventry  in  fiivour  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  Giorge  Barclay  preiented  a  petition  fsom  Bridpoit 
igainff  the  bills.  ill 

Sir  Giorge  Thmas  prttenttd  a- petition  from  Arundel 
^vour  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  Xiainwaring  prdented  a  petition  from  the  mtniflers 
churchwarden,  fidefman,  ovtxfkm  of  pavements,  over<eer) 
of  buildings,,  and  others  of  die  parifh  of  ClcrkenweO,  in  &• 
vour  bf  the  bills  now' pending  in  Parliament.. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  the  churchwarden  and*  lidefinan, 
who  fubfcribed  the  petition  juft  prefented,  were  in  dirfingu*' 
hr  number;  there  was  only  one  churchwarden  out  offour» 
ene  fidcman  out  of  four,  and  two  overfeers.out  of  fix,  yA\o  . 
c%oufed  it.    Nothing,  be  faid,  could  be  more  &if  and  opea 
than  the  petkioiv  wnich  he  j|iad  the  honour  to  j^ent  the 
other  day  againft  the  Convcntmn  Bills  ffonr  the  inhabitants 
'  of  Clerkenwdl  paridi  \  a  requifinon  was  made  by  34.  houfe* 
keepers,  to  call  a  public  meeting  \  a  haiid-bil!,  of  which  4i3oa 
copies  were  diftributed,  was  figned  by  26  houfckeepers  \  fix 
re^jeftable  boufes  were  opened  for  the  reception  of  lignaCuies^ 
and  in  12  houri  1200  names  were  fubfcribed.     Wherou  op 
die  contrary,'  nothing  could  be  more  dandeftine  than  the 
xnnner  in  which  the  prefent  petition  bad  been  obtained ;.  it 
was  privately  prepared,  and  carried   from  door  to  door» 
where  the  poorer  inhabitants  were  terrified  into  a  fubfcrip. 
tion  by  the  appearance  of  the  collcdors  of  xates^  and  taxes, 
md  the  public  houfes  by  the  appearance  of  a  magiftrate,  wha 
at  the  next  quarter  fei&ons  might  ocherwife  lefufe  a  licence* 
In  the  mean  time  it  was  a  notorious  faft  that  a  week  luul 
been  employed,  on  this  occafson,  tp  colle&  and  coexce  fig« 
natures* 

Mr.  Manwaring  (aid,  be  had  reafen  to  depend  on  the  ac-- 
count  given  him,  as  be  had  it  from  a  number  of  rdpe£bbl& 
perfons,  and  partitularly  from  the  miniftccof  the  parifh^  whof 
was  a  man  of  the  greatcft  refp^ability, 

A  petition 
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A  pethiM  in  fiivour  of  the  Bills  from  Staines  was  prefeoted 
by  Mr.  Mainwiriog ;  and  a  petition  from  Arundel  to  d^  fame 
e&eSt  was  prefented  by  Howard. 

Mr.  Crefpignj  prefented  a. petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
^the  borough  w  Sudbury^  in  the  county  of  Suffolk^  againft  me 
BiDs. 

Mr.  HippeJIij  faid,  that-conne£ted  as  be  ftood  by  a  double 
tie  with  the  borough,  bein£  the  Recorder  as  well  as  one  of  its 
reprefentativeai^  he  fdt  It  his  duty  to  make  Ibme  dbfervations 
on  die  petition^  though  not  to  oppofe  its  lying  on  the  table. 
The  petition  appeared  to  be  (igned  by  500  pedbns,  ftyline; 
themfeives  inhabitants  of  the  town.    Many  of  the  fubfcribers 
he  knew  id  be  of  the  moft  refpe^ble  of  the  clals  of  DiiTentersi 
gentlemen  of  wboTe  motives  not  a  quoftion  could  be  raifed, 
as  he  beficved  they  a^d  from  the  pureft  principles,  however 
he  might  dtfTer  from  them  himfelf,  and  that  no  defcription  of 
inhabitants  in  the  borough,  or  eyen  in  that  Houfe  were  more 
sealoufly  attached  to  bis  M^eft/'s  government  and  the  con- 
jEHtutionof  Jthe^counlry.    JButjthe  great  majority  of  the  figna*' 
lures  had  been  obtained,  as  he  was  ioftruded,  h^  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Bill  being  erroneoufly  ftated  to  them,  and  coofifted 
•of  &e  lowed  clafs  of  inhabitants*     That  eveiy  one  knew  the 
46wn  of  Sudbury  to  contain  >many  thoulands  of  inhabitants  i 
•the  petition,  tkereforef  coi^d  no  4nore  be  faid  to  .convey  the 
collected  .len&  of  the  borough,  than  a  petition  figncd  hy  4009 
inhabitantsof  tbeiiity  of^riflol,  whofe  population  is  (carcely 
Sefs  than  100,000,  could  carry  with  it  the  fenfe  of  d)at  great 
commercial  towi\,  as  had  been  attempted  a  few  days  to  b(? 
Infinuated  in  diis  Houfe^ 

Mr.  Cn^igny  ceplied,  that  he  did  net  prefent  the  petition 
jiS  the  petition  of  the -majority  of  the  inhabitants,  but  merely 
ofdiofe  whofignedit.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  drawine 
a  diftinfiion  between  the  rricb  and  the  poor,  and  obfervef 
itbat  thebonoiu-able  member,  though  profefling  not  to  oppo6 
die  ,petitioi^  hadjthrown  every  obftacle  in  the  way  of  k  ^  that 
.the  mayor  had  refufed  to  call  a  meeting,  and  that  every 
.(pecies  .of  undue  influence  was  enforced  to  obfirudi  it. 

Mc  JSipp^liy  faid,  he.  (hould  be  very  forry  indeed,  if  an 
><jj>inion  went  forth  that  he  wifhed  to  raife  an  invidious  dif- 
tmdion  between  the  opulent  and  the  poorer  clafs  of  inhabi- 
tants.  No  man  was  more  ready  to  aflert  the  rights  which  the 
poor  and  rich  were  entitled  to^  in  common,  than  he  Was* 
With  refped  to  the  fituation  of  the  poor,  particularly  of  the 
town  of  Sudburv,  no  one  could  be  more  fienfible  of  their  dif« 
jtrels  dian  bimfelf ;    a  diftrefs  aegravated  by  the  unfortuns^ie 
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continuance  of  the  war,  which  borfe  harS  on  khtik  manu'facf- 
turesj  but  the  very  preffnre  of  their  diftrefles  and  poverty 
expofed  tfaetnmore.to  the  mifreprefentattion  or  mifapprcncnfion 
of  the  oppofers  of  t;he  Bills:  that  the  moft  perverted  and 
ill-grounded  torn  men  ts' had  g6ne  very  far  in  the'prtefent  cafe. 
The  peritiop  had  been  ha.wked  about  the.  town,  among  the 
market^people,  and  even  the  fignatures  of' boys  of  12  and  T^ 
years,  of  age  procured.  Mr.  Hippeflcy  faid,  he  could  riot 
avoid  adverting  to  the  humourous  anecdote  thaf  had  appeared  ' 
in  one  of  the  Newfpapers,  of  a  poor  man  bein^  urged  to  figa 
a  petition  of  thia^fort,  **  becaufe  it  wertt^fo  remojbe  had  minl^ 
^^rj.**— "  That  I  will,  with  all  my  hedft,'*  was  the  r^*  ^^ 
••  for  pur  Par  Jon  is  the  tvorjl  J  ever  heard,  Mr.  Hippefley 
then  faid;  that  he  trufted  the  Mafter  cf  the  ftolls  or  fome 
perfon  of  more  weight  and  fnfluence  'han  himfelf,  would 
follow  up  the  idea  he  had  fojudicioufly  throWn  out  that  day,' 
fb  that  it  might  become  a  (landing  order  oC  the  Houfe  that 
•  |hc  place  of  abode  might  be  added  to  thfc'fig nature.  Indeed, 
faid  Mr.  Hippefley,  this  regulation  \mighr  be  carried  f^nt" 
liirther,  with  fajutary  e^eS,  by  extending  it  .to  the  profeflipn' 
or  occupation,  and  even  age,  which  niight  check  thofe  fcan-^ 
dalbus  pradlices  which  had  difgraced  fo  many  of  the  petitions 
(hen  lying  on  the  table. 

He  hoped  the  lear  ned  gentleman  would  not  difappoint  thofj; 
expectations  the  Houle  had  a  right  to  form  fron?  his  declara- 
tions: (hould  he  n^'glefl  to^  follow  it  up,  he  wbuld'take  th^ 
liberty  of  reminding  him  of  it  in  his  place,  the  Houfe  would 
then  have  the  means  of  knowing  whether  their  petiti one rj 
yrerc  fchpol-bow,  or  perfons  capable  of  forAiing  a  juft  opiiiioh 
of  their  meafiires. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  that  on  entering  the  Houfe,  he  happened  tb 
"hear  the  concluding  part  of  Mr.  HippefleyVfpeech,  exhorting 
Tome  other  honourable  gentleman  to  move,  that  ho  petitions 
be  received  but  thole  which  defcribed  the  occupations  and 
'places  of  refidence  of  thofe  who  figncd'them.  If  any  thing 
could  furprife  him  in  the  prefent  day,  this  would  have  furprifed 
him  very  much.  Would  it  be  right,  he  afkcd,  to  put  (hackles 
on  the  right  of  petitioning  ?  All  that  hi  (hould  fay  at  prelent 
on  the  fubjeft  was,  that  whenever  a  Bifl  (hould  be  introduc- 
ed for  that  purpofe,  they  (hopld  find  him  a  fteady  oppofer 
of  it.  What  was  the  obje£l  pf  fuch  a  meafurc  ?  merely  to 
deter  the  aggrieved  from  figning,  and  to  mark  out  thofe  who 
were  proper  objc£ls  for  the  perfecu(io|i  of  g^venmient  ?  He 
could  not,  he  faid,  let  even  the  notice  pafs,  without  (hewing 
{lis  abhorrence  of  a  fyftem  whicli  fcemed '  abfolutely  intended 
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to  cxtinguHh  the  rights  of  the  people.  He  woirfd  ererop-  ■ 
l>ofe  that  fpWt  which  prevailed  of  drawing'' a  ^iftindron  be- 
tween one  part  of  the  country  and  another'.'  He  could  not- 
conclude,  1ioweTer>  without  remarking,  that  'this  was  an  ad^ 
Jitional  proof  of  the  minifter's  intention  to  deftroy  the  fill 
of  Right*;,  and  the  right  of  petitioning  together.         -    • 

Mr.  Hippifley  rofe,  wfch  warmth,  and  ftid,  he  tniift  freT- 
pafs  again,  one  moment,  in  explanation,  that  his  words  ihigbt' 
not  be  thus  twiftcd  and  diftorted  from  their' only  -natural  , 
itieaning ;  no  tnan  refpeftcd  the  facred  right  of  petitioning 
more  than'  himfelf,  but  to  check  fts  ^btifes  in  the  tnode  fugw 
gelled,  was  not  to  Oiackle  it.  How  the  reguhtfon  df  Affxing 
the  place  of  abode,  &c.  to  the  name  of  the  petinbnerj  couid 
trench  on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeflf,  waspaft  his  htvn*^ 
'blc  comprehenfion.  Mr.  Hippeflcy  then*  prtxSeedlng  bejond 
the  pc^'nt  of  explanation,  was  called  to  order  by  the  Spt^aic^i 
Motion  put  and  carried,  that  the  J)etitioVf' li^^ort  the'tafWt.*  '^^   i 

Mr.  Pelham  prefentcd  a  petitiort*  from -.the/freemen  and  m-i 
habitants  of  X^cwes,  in  'Suffex;"  pi^aylhg  'parliament  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  to  thchi  (hould  ftbm '  meet.' ' '  ^  • 

Lord  ff^illtamRuf^l  prcfctitc&VL  petition,"  flgtied  by  CooA 
freeholders- and  inhabitants  erf  the  county  of  Surry  agairift  th* 
Bills.  '     -   •.-     •      •  ^•• 

Mr.  Onjhw  faid,  Tie  could  not  heTp  thinMng  that'  ffierfe 
were  fome  ftlmuiatihg  vapours  in  the  atmofpheffe  bfthi 
Houfe,  which  afFeded  gentlemen  with  the  cacotthet  hjnenfi\ 
as  he  was  not,  however,  intcAcd  With  "ahy  ^bf  the  noiclfiwi 
particles,  he  would  only  trouble  them  with  a  very  few  oBlhC 
vations.  He  then  remarked,  whatever  might  be  the  majorii^ 
in  point  of  numbers  in  the  prefent  petition,  it'Wa$  far  from  cdn«- 
vcying  the  genuine  fenti^ents  o\  the  people  of  Surry,  whi^ 
were,  indeed  contained  in  the  co'onter-petititin  alrehcfy  b'efoxfe 
the  Houfe,  ngned  by'the'  moil  refpeflablc  inhabitants  of  *IHc 
county.  In  6b(aining  fignaturfes  to  the  prefent  petition^  the 
judgment  of  thofe  icw  who  were  capable  of  forming  any  uji^ 
on  the  Bills  had  never  been  confultcd,  but  a  variety  of  differ- 
ent obje£ts  were  placed  befpre  their  vie-^.  There  appeared 
to  it  the  marks  of  ffeveral  peffons;  who,  though  they  might  be 
fubftantiai  people,  poltcffed  of  property,  were  riot,  from  fheir 
education  or  habits,  capable  of  judging  what  they  ii^re  abotft. 
He  begged  pardon  for  ufmg  the  vvbrd  property,' Qic  afliired  gen- 
tlemen on  thd  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  that  he  meant  no  invidi- 
ous reflexion  upon  them.  To  fome  of  the  fubfcrrbers,  it  was 
reprcfented,  that  figning  the  petition  would  remove  the  pre- 
^t  minifters  ^   to  others,  that  it  would  bring  about  a  peac^ ; 

and 


a|S .      yi90aDiAhVS  PAKUAMBNtASiy  REPORTS.     TC^iftiiovt. 

and  to  more,  that  it  wa^  meant  to  reduce  the  high  price  of 
provifions.  Butts  of  beer  were  alfo  employed  to  gain  over 
the  fiiffrages  of  the  people,  and  the  potency  of  the-Uquor  ge- 
nerally ferved  to  ftrengthen  the  weakneis  of  the  argument 
i^d  to  perfuade  an  inhabitant  to  fign  ;  without  any  further 
explanation,  therefore,  the  pint  of  beer  and  the  name  iire- 
^toently  went  down  together  Many  like  the  man  fb  bu« 
^roufly  alluded  to,  by  an  honourable  gentlenian,  who  had 
thought  ihe  miniiler  meant  the  parfon — Mr*  Ontlow  was 
called  to  order :  whereupon  be  proceeded  with  his  argument, 
aiKifaid,  that  at  the  meeting  at  Epfom^  the  moft  re^£bible 
perfoBS,  and  thofe  of  moft  property,  did  not  attend,  white  the 
sfiemblage  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  compofed  of  thole  in  in-  , 
^ior  fitufitionSf'or  who  had  no  bufinefs  to  be  there  at  alL 
^be  fentiments  of  theie  people  were  very  much  in  fi^vo(ir  of 
^  principles,  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite^ 
ID  their  fuffrages,-he  did  not  pay  any  very  implidt  regard, 
99i  for  fubftantial  reaifons,  he  wi(hed  to  prefer  the  (entioients 
p(,  freeholders  of  land  to  thofe  of  freeholders  of  opinion. 

Mr.  Fffx  observed,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given 
liicbAfpecimen  as.t»  expelled  of  the  fairnefs  with  which  the 
Ifetitjons  of  the  people  were  henceforward  to  b^  treated  in 
the  ^oufe  of  Commons.  Formerly  it  had  been  ftated  by  an 
Jioiioiirahle  baronet,  -who  prefented  the  counter^petition^ 
l$ir  John  Frederick)  that  a  majority  was  nothing;  and  the 
Aonoiurable  baronet  enlarged  upon  the  refpe£tability  of  the 
)mooo  £gnaturea  attached  to  his  petition.  Now  he  wa^  gyycn 
JO  underftajul  that  6gnatures  were  more  valuable  than  the 
viva  V9Ci  declarations  of  mens  opinions.  '  It  was.  aftoni(hing 
tabim  bow  fo  much,  could  have  been  done  with  6000  peo- 
■|ile^  which  was  the  number  who  had  ftgned  that  petition,  and 
liow  fo  much  beer  could  be  given  away  by  perfons  who  had 
no  property }  if  it  were  true  that  fo  much  could  be  doiie 
in  that  manner,  why  did  not  thofe  perfons  wtio  had  <b  much 
property,  not  only  of  their  own,  but  of  government,  to  ex- 
pend as  the^  pleafed,  appropriate  fome  j>art  of  it  to  fo  ma- 
terial ah  objedk  ?  The  gentlemen  on  his  lide  had  been  accufed 
of  uilng  too  much  induftry }  and  it  fo  happened,  that  he  had 
always  blao^d  them  for  having  ufed  too  little ;  it  was  a  no- 
torious fa6t,  that  advertifemehts  appeared  in  the  public  papers, 
Ibting,  that,  petitions  lay  at  particular  places  for  fignature  in 
London  and  £pibm ;  and.when  a  number  of  people  went  to 
£gn  them,  they  found  no  petition  had  been  left  there,  it  was 
in  hOi  ibme  time  before  a  petition  found  its  way  to  his  neigh^ 
Iwurhood^viz.  Chertfey« 

The 
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The  obje^on  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  mafc 
to  the  Hgnatnrea  of  inhabiunts  who  were  not  freeholders  ml 
the  county  of  Surrvy  was  anoiher  way  of  expreffing  his  con«> 
tempt  of  petitions  /Foarth<?  great  body  of  the  people.  For 
his  own  port,  .he  did  not  object  to  freehpoldcrs ;  though  he 
certainly  ihould  have  done  fo,  if  they  had  not  been  inhabit 
tants  of  the  county ;  it  appeared,  however,  that  the  honour^ 
able  gencSeoian  did  not  exclude  the  inhabitants  from  figntzig; 
his  petition,  becaufe  they  were  invoked  by  advertifemem^ 
with  the  perfons  of  landed  and  funded  property.  The  ho- 
^MMirable  eentleman,  however,  was  the  laft  perion  to  vaunt  of 

.  the  frcehoUers,  becaufe  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Suriy 
had  never  (hewn  any  particular  regard  towards  liim.  He  had 
the  firofigell  and  mofi  repeated  opportunities  of  takmg  their 
opinions  at  eledions,  and  fae  had  sdways  found  that  they  aAed 
direfily  oppofite  to  bim  ;  efpecially  at  the  laft  eleftion,  where 
their  opinions  were  more  ftrongly  mirkcd  than  on  any  former 
occafiocu  He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would  him* 
ielf  allow  it.  Though  he  had  attempted,  bjr  various  modes 
and  circumftances,  to  wii>  them  over  to  his  intereft,  though 
be  was  a  man  of  the  largeft  eftate  in  the  county,  and  of  a 
Cimilv  long  diftinguiflied  for  hereditary  ranic  and  heredicarjr- 
wortnt  for  virtues  and  benevolence  that  had  done  honour  to 
human  nature,  and  although  he  himfelf  pofleflfed  talents,  fitu- 
ation,  and  a  name,  capable  of  influence,  yet  ever  fince  he 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  come  to  man's  eftate,  he  had  never  found  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  rcprefent  the  county.  If 
petitions  did  not  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  lie  aflced,  how 
was  the  Ibnfc  of  the  people  to  be  obtained  ?  Mr.  Fox  d<« 
dared,  he  faid  fo  much  from  his  perfonal  connexion  with  the 
county  :  he  had  ftiil  one  ob&rvation  to  offer  to  the  houfe  ;  it 

'  was  upon  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  concerning 
the  marks  of  fom^  people  to  that  petition.  He  did  not  know 
but  there  might,  or  there  might  not  be  fome  marks ;  he 
fuppofed  there  were  ;  but  he  wifhed,  if,  from  the  great  pio- 
grds  we  have  of  late  years  made  in  fcience  and  literature, 
from  the  invention  of  the  art  of  printing,  from  the  piogrefs  of 
education,  and  the  general  dlftribution  of  letters,  that  marks 
were  to  be  rejeAed,  let  the  houfe  pals  an  order  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  let  it  at  once  be  generally  undcrftood.  At  preient, 
however,  a  man's  mark  is  acceptable  ;  for  why  ihould  a  man 
be  profcribed  giving  his  opinion,  becaufe  he  has  not  had  an  op«  . 
portunity  to  learn  to  write  ?  Notwithftanding  what  the  honour^  . 
able  gentleman  had  advanced  upon  this  fubjed,  he  repeated  that 
a  mark  to  a  petition  was  confiftent  with  the  ruler  of  the 

houft 
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boufe^  which  the  fignature  of  (bme  of  the  names  of  the  counter- 
petition  in  the  fame  hand-writing  was  net. 

Mr  Onflow  rofc  to  explain;  but  as  he  cpuH  not  confine  hira- 
•  felf  to  the  fubjed  of  explanation^  the  Speaker  called  him  to 
carder.. 

Sir  John  Frederick  explained,  that  the  refidences  onljr^  and 
not  the  names  to  the  counter-petition^  were  in  the  fame  t^and- 
writing. 

Mr.  Sheridan  hoped  that  he  (hould  not  incur  the  cenfgre  of 
' Ac  hphour able  gentleman  (Mr.  Onflow)  for  long  fpcaking, 
as  beintorided  to  be  very  (bort.  Th^  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  had  c'hofen  a  convenient  opportunity  for  his  rebulce ; 
for  it  was  not  made  at  a  time  when  he  displayed  any  abfence  pf 
preparation.  ,  fle  had  beard  that  petitions  were  better  for  thcit 
numbers ;  he  had  however  never  underftood  before,  that  a  ftory 
was  better  for  being  told  a  number  of  times  over  by  a  number.of 
per^ns.  He  fuppqfed,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  been 
called  to  order,  that  by  turns  they  Aiould  have  been  entertained 
ail  night,  by  the  gentlenr.cn  on  tiie  otlier  fide,  with  the  (lory  pf 
the  parfpn  and  the  petition  ;   and,  after  all,  it  appeared  that 

.this  idle  and  faditious  (lory  was  at  beft  but  a  fccond  hand 
filunder  from  a  newijj^per  compilation.  There  was  one  cir- 
cumftance,  however,  which  the  gentlemen  upon  the  othdr 
£de  feemed  to  dwell  on  moft  tenacioufly  ;  that  was,'  that  if 
any  perfons  wiflied  to  procure  fignatures  to  the  petitions, 
they  perfuaded  the  people  that  the  petition  was  for  the  re- 
moval of  miniflers;  ^d  there  was  no  longer  any  fcriiple, 
for  the  people  (^bfcribed  immediately.     Mr.  Sheridan  he  laid, 

.was  glad  to  hear  it.  He^was  glad  to  fee  the>  returning  fenfe 
of  the  nation.  With  regard  to  what  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  faid  concerning  property,  he  Teemed  to  have  flmr\ar 
ideas  with  Serjeant  Kite,  (in  the  Recruiting  OfEcer),  who 
exclaims,  **  A  man^s  opinion  is  good  for  nothing,  unlefs  he*s 
fix  .foot  high,''  according  to  which  flandard,  he  was  obliged 
to  confefs  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  very  tittle 
claim.  The  prefcnt  petition,  was  certainly  three  times  higher, 
in  the  (Irengtji  of  its  opinion,  than  the  other,  becaufe  it  con- 
tained three  times  the  number  of  fignatures,  having  6000  to 
200O.     An.  honourable  gentleman   oppofite,  had  wiflied  for 

^accurate  defcriptionb ;  he  fuppofcd  he  had  taken  the  hint  from 
a  foreigner,  who  had  he  not  figned  the  petition  might  have 
been  fent  out  of  the  country,  whofe  name  he  observed  in  a 

4ictition,  which  he  l^egged  the  Clerk  to  re^d. 

;     The  Clerk  read  **  Alexander  Robert  Dupont,  Proprietaire 

et  Fidele  Sujet  du  Roi  d'Angleterre." 
Mc.  Secretary  Du^.das  prelentcd  a  petition  from  Krdder- 

miniler 
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uiofter^  in  fuppoft  of  the  Convention  BUIs  ;  and  Mr.  Foley 
one  from  the  lame  place  againft  thenu 

Mr.  f$x  prefente^  a  petition  aga:nft  them  fi-om  6000  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Halifax,  in  York(hire.  He  faid,  that  with  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  its  being  prefeiited  by  one  of  the  members  of 
the  county,  as  one  of  them  difagreed  with  the  petitioners  on  the 
neceffity  and  principle  of  the  Bills,  he  was  not  fure  whether 
they  meant  it  Ihould  have  been  given  to  him;  and  he  did 
•propde  to  ofier  it  to  the  othor,  if  he  had  no  objedion  to 
prefent  it,  but  he  did  not  fee  the  honourable  gentleman  till 
after  be  had  rifen  to  prefent  it;  He  added,  on  the  authority 
of  a  letter  from  one  of  the  mofl  refpemble  inhabitants,  Mr. 
John  Rhodei,  that  the  meeting  for  this  petition  met  with 
tame  obftriidion,  inafmach,  as  the  men  who  carried  the  Bills 
^boat  to  convene  it^  were  apprehended  by  the  conflable,  and 
carried  before  a  couple  of  magiftrates,  who  threatened  dieoi 
-with  punifliment  if  they  did  not  defift. 

Mr.  Dwuomii  faid,  he  certainly  could  have  had  no  ob- 
je£Uan  to  prefent  the  petition  to  the  houfe,  provided  the 
iangoaffe  was  fiur  and  refpedful.  He  thanked  the  right  h6- 
nourable  gentleman,  however,  for  his  deference,  but  was 
latsfied  that  it  was  in  good  hands«  With  regard  to  the  cir- 
cumfbnces  of  apprehending  the  per/ons  who  delivered  die 
-biDa  for  calling  die  meeting,  and  threatening  him  with  punifb* 
-ment  if  he  did  not  defift.  Mr.  Duncombe  declared  he  kne^ 
fiothiiig  about  them. 

-  Mr,  Fox  obferved,  that  he  had  only  received  it  an  hour  and 
,a  half  before  he  came  into  the  houfe,  or  he  (hould  have  fenc 
.it  to  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Fox  prefented  a  petition  from  the  county  of  SufFoIk 
againft  the  Bills. 

Sir  John  Rous  obferved,  that  againft  the  petition  which  he 
had  the  honour  of  prefenting  from  that  county,  there  was 
•only  one  diflenting  voice ;  and  he  was  warranted  to  fay,  that 
the  prefent  was  unfairly  obtained,  flgned  by  fchoolboys  and 
{;eribna  of  that  defbription. 
.  'Mr.  Fox  prefented  another  petition  from  Rye,  in  Suflest, 
cothefameeffeS^.  , 

Sir  Fredffick  L.  Rogers  prefented  a  petition  from  Ply- 
mouth and  its  vicinity,  in  favour  of  the  Bills. 

Mr.  Foxtcxx  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  Bills  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cambridge. 

Mr.  W,  £^vr/^  prefented  a  petition  from  366  inhabitants  of 

.the  borough  of N^wcaftle-under-Line,  in  favour  of.  the  Bills. 

He  faid,  the  petition  prefented  by  an  honourable  gentlemaa 

..  V0UII179J.  Y  "^     {Mr. 
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(Mr.  Sheridan)  on  a  former  night  from  that  town,  had  beei^ 
unfairly  obtained.  Many  refperable  perfons  were  obliged  tt> 
decline  mixing  with  the  meeting  that  voted  it,  from  their  tur- 
bulent conduct }  and  many  perfons  who  were  not  reildents 
figned  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  laid  a  few  words  in  defence  of  the  petition 
which  he  prefented. 

Mr.  2?/ff/.prefented  a  petition  from  the  freemen  and  elt^dors 
of  Lancafter  againft  the  bills.  He  exprefled  himfelf  averfe  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

7be  Right, Hon.  T,  Harley  prefented  a  petition  from  Alderf- 
gate  ward  in  favour  of  the  bills,  figned  by  upwards  of  2CO 
inhabitants.  The  names  of  their  abcRdes  were  annexed  to  the 
fignaturcs.  He  proceeded  to  a  juftiiication  of  Mr.  Aldermaa 
Anderfony  in  not  calling  a  requifition  for  a  meeting  in  com- 
pliance with  the  defires  of  certain  difprderly  perfons.  It  was 
further  to  be  confidered,  that  galling  a  meeting  of  the  inha- 
bitants, was  not  the  bufmefs  of  the  Alderman,  but  that  of 
the  Mayor,  as  fuperior  officer.  The  Alderman,  he  declareil, 
was  the  laft  man  who  ou^bt  to  be  treated  with  difrefpe£l  in 
that  ward,  as  he  had  fed  many  who  were  in  want  of  bread. 

Mr.  W.  Smithy  who  prefented  the  former  petition^  bore 
teftimony  to  the  chafadler  of  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon ;  be, 
however,  gave  it  as  his  own  clear  opinion,  that  the  Alder- 
man ought  to  have  complied  with  the  requeft  of  thofe  who  de- 
fired  him  to  fign  a  requifition.  /He  could  not  find  that  they 
behaved  diforderly,  or  with  violence.  The  worthy  Alder- 
man ought  hot  to  have  waited  for  the  Mayor.  The  petition, 
Mr.  Smith  faid,  which  he  had  prefented,  was  figned  by  364 
perfons  in  twenty-^four  hours,  which  was  nearly  double  the 
number  of  lignatu res  t(7  the  prefent  petition,  although  more 
than  double  the  ti(x>e  for  obtaining  fignatures  had  been  taken. 

Aidtrman  Le  Mijurier  faid,  that  the  majority  of  the  ward 
were  of  a  di(Fere|it  opinion  from  thofe  who  wanted  the  requi- 
fition, aild  this  was,  he  thought,  fufficient  to  juflify  the  ma- 
giftrate  in  refufing.  Many  of  thofe  who  behaved  turbuJently 
and  difrefpe£lfu]]y  to  the  worthy  Alderman,  had  been  it^  by 
him  for  five  or  fix  weeks  in  the  worfl  time  of  fcarcity. 

Mr.  Sheridariy  in  a  very  energetic  manner,  reprobated  the 
idea  that,  becaufe  the  poor  in  thefe  hatd  times  were  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  for  fubfiflencc-^to  the  bounties  and  fuperfluities 
of  the  rich,  they  were  to  give  up  the  fi£e  exercife  of  opinion. 
It  was  not  Englifh  benevplence,  nor  was  it  at  all  honouraible 
to  gentlemen,  to  prefume  that,  becaufe  the  poor  have  tailed 
!  their  bounty,  they  are  to  be  ilaves  to  their  will ! 

hlx. 
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Mr.  Erjkine  reprobated,  with  great  warmth,^  the  illibe- 
ral reproach  of  the  honourable  alderman ;  as  if  the  neceffities 
ctf  the  poop,  brought  on  by  this  calamitous  war,  (hould  be 
made  the  inftrument'of  fubjefling  them  to  the  arbitrary  will 
of  the  rich.  He  could  not,  without  the  higheft  indignation^  ' 
hear  it  avowed,  that  thofe  were  the  views  wirh  which  gen- 
lemen  diftributed  their  bounty,  and  that  their  charity  muft 
be  the  price  of  the  deareft  intereft  and  privileges  of  their  coun- 
trymen. 

Mr.  Mdtrman  he  Mefuner  difclaimcd  this  interpretation  of 
his  language ;  and  iaid,  that  an  Alderman  could  not  fafely  open 
his  mouth  without  being  fubjedi  to  the  aniitiadverfions  of  the 
honoujrable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Sheridan)  who  Teemed  by 
his  condu<^  to  be  the  natural  and  determined  fatirift  of  all 
Aldermen,  let  them  fay  what  they  would. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  about  to  explain,  but  defifted  on  its  be- 
iag  obferved,  that  he  was  not  ftridlv  in  order,  v 

Mr.  Erjkine  prefented  a  petition  from  Kylfyth,  in  Scotland, 
a^ainft  the  biils,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SIEDITIOtJS  MEETING  BILL. 

The  Chanalkr  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  Seditious  Mbetingbiil.     , 

General  Smith  wiOied  to  be  informed,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended that  evening  ,to  proceed  in  the  diicufllon  of  the  Army 
£xtraerdinaries. 

7he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  it  muft  depend 
on  the  length  of  the  debate  upon  the  prefent  queftion. 

General  Smith  .then  faid,  he  would  oppofe  the  third  reading 
of  this  bill,  which,  after  all  its  amendments  and  alterations, 
was  by  far  the  moll  fatal,  in  his  opinion,  that  had  ever  been 
introduced  into  that  Houfe.  Two  yeari  ago  the  minifler,  in 
moving  for  the  £rft  iufpenfion  of  the  Habeai  Carpus  Ad, 
admoniihed  the  Houfe  tq  confider  whether  the  danger  would 
cot  be  greater,  under  all  the  circumibnces,  in  fubmitting  to 
the  evils  with  which  they  were  threatened)  than  in  fufpeoding* 
for  z  while  this  otherwife  falutary  prcteSion  of  the  liberty  of 
the  fuhjedU  At  that  time,  evidence  was  laid  before  the  Houfe 
of  the  exiftence  6i  the  danger,  upon  aflual  proofs  of  treafon, 
recorded  againft  the  focietics  then  in  queftion,  he  had  co- 
operated with  government,  and  a  majority  of  that  Houfe,  and 
voted  in  favour  of  the  fufpenilon  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ASt. 
At  prefent,  however,  when  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  meafure  much  more  violent  and  ferious,  no  proof 
whatever  was  attempted  to  be  given  of  the  exiftence  of  the 
Y  2  danger. 
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danger*  To  adopt  th^  minifler's  admonitioh,  he'  wiihed  to 
coniider  whether  we  had  any  thing  to  grain  in  fcGurity,  as  an 
equival^t  for  the  furrender  >^e  were  making ;  fuch  was  hi& 
view  of  the  meafure,  that,'  he  vowed  to  God  !  he  fhould 
think  an  adtual  invafion,  if  the  enemy  landed  in  this  country, 
not  half  fo  great  an  evil  as  tiie  paffing  of  this  bill,  as  it  ap-» 
peared  in  its  firft  introduflion ;  the  enemy  itiuflr  fhortly  bie  rc- 
peUed,  but  the  operations  of  the  bill  would  be  permanently 
deftru£live.  Referring  to  the  debate  on  the  fufpenfion  of  the, 
Hahias  Corpus  Ad,'  he  was  proceeding  to  controvert  fome 
ppAtion  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  fpeech  upon 
that  occafion,  which  he  read  from  a  newfpaper,  when 

Mr;  Secretary  Dundas  fpokc  to  the  queftion  of  orders-  ob- 
ferving,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  that  Houfe,  that 
the  debates  or  fpeeches  fhould  at  all  be  printed  ;  and  leaft  of. 
all  could  it  be  allowed  that  members  ihould  refer  to  fuch  re« 
ports,  when  it  was  not  ftri£tiy  in  order  to  allude  to  fpeeches 
4^1ivered  in  former  debates.  Should  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  pertinaci6ufly  perfift  in  pur(uing  this  mode  of  debate,  he : 
hoped  the  interpofition  of  the  chair  would  not  fail  to  call  him 
to  order. 

'.  Tlje  Speaker  faid,  t^at  he  had  liftened  for  fome  time  with 
great  pain  to  the  manner  in  which  the  honourable  general  was 
proceeding,  and  wifhed  him  to  under  {land,  that  as  it  was  not 
permitted  that  any  accounts  of  the  fpeeches  or  difcuflions  of 
that  Houfe  (hould  be  printed,  any  reference  to  fuch  publica- 
tions in  debate  were  totally  inadmiifible. 

General  Smith  refumed.  He  wifhed  the  honourable  Secre- 
tary had  ufed  a  milder  word  than  pertinacioufly.  He  faid  he 
had  confidered  the  bills  through  all  their  (tages,  smd  he  was 
far  from  thinking  them  boons  to  the  country.  There  were  no 
thanks  on  the  occafion  due  to  minifters  :  ne  forefaw  all  that 
was  likely  to  refult  from  them ;  difturbance  to  the  happinefs^ 
peace,  and  tranquility  of  the  nation.  If  people  met,  they 
Were  liable  to  be  executed  by  military  Jaw.  The  Riot  Ad 
ftated,  that  the  magiArate  (hould  be  in  the  fame  field,  or  as 
near  as  poffible,  and  that  there  muft  be  fome  overt  aft.  Such 
words  were  not  in  the  bill  (Hi  was  anjwered  frim  the  oppo^ 
Jite  fide^  that  the  words  was  in  the  btlL)  The  magiftrate 
might  go  into  an  adjoining  field  to  read  it,  and  not  more  thaa 
nineteen  or  twenty  perfom  know  any  thing  of  the  matter, 
till  furprized  by  military  execution.  The  Sunday  bill  was 
"talked  of,  btit  that  was  a  paidcular  meafure  to  prevent  a  par* 
ticular  evil. 

'  Sir  J.  Mordmint  rofe  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  agreeably  to  the 
Tequeft  of  fevcral  refpedable  ptifons  of  Birmingham,  a  con- 

tradidion 


IHe«3.]        WOODrALL*!  PARUAMSNTARY  RSPORtS.  1I5  ' 

tradition  of  what  had  been  ftated  by  an  honourable  gentleman, 

5 Mr.  SheridanJ  on  hi»  prefcnting  a  petition  from  that  towtu 
t  was  ftated,  that  no  advertiiemeiit  would  be  inferted  in  any 
of  the  papers  fer  a  meeting  :  this  wai  a  wrong  (^atement ;  no 
application  was  made  to  that  cSeSt  to  any  one  printer  or  editor 
of  a  paper  in  Birmingham.  It  was  alfo  ftated,  that  violence 
was  ufed  to  a  perlbn  who  circulated  a  band.bill  for  the  meet- 
ing s  an  affertton  equally  unfounded. 

Sir  George  Sbuckburgh  confirmed  the  truth  of  what  was 
ftated  by  the  honourable  baronet* 

•  Mr*  Sheriden  acknowledged  that  he  had  made  fuch  a  charge 
againft  the  printers  as  had  been  ihited  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt* 
Had  he  known  that  the  fubje<Sk  i^«^u!d  have  been  mentioned 
tbat  day,  he  would  have  come  prepared  }  he  certainly  had  re-^ 
ceived  information  ot  the  nature  alluded  to,  from  a  perfon, 
who,  he  believed^  would  have  no  objei^ion  to  the  difcloAire 
of  his  name. 

Mr.  Hardinge  faid,  that  he  would  make  one  preliminary 
comment  upon  what  he  had  juft  heard  from  the  honourable 
General,  partly  out  of  refpect  for  him,  and  partly  becaufe 
what  he  had  faid  was  of  material  importance  to  a  pomt,  in  tho , 
difcufEon  of  the  Bill,  which  candour  and  fairnefs  would  re- 
concile between  them,  fo  as  to  make  the  General  his  convert 
vpon  his  own  principles* 

The  honourable  General  told  us,  ^^  that  he  co-operated  wittf 
<^  government  and  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
**  upon  the  bill  to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  ASf^  on  adual 
*^  proofs  of  treafon  recorded  againft  the  focieties  who  had 
<<  produced  that  meafure." 

But  he  would  now  a(k  the  General  himfelf,  or  any  man  of 
honor,  if  he  would  put  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and  faj',  thac^ 
in  his  judgment  and  conscience,  any  one  of  their  tenets,  and 
of  the  confpiracies  then  recorded  againft  them,  did  not  cxift 
at  this  moment  in  equal  if  not  accumulated  force.  They 
have  themfelves  ailerted  in  print,  and  recently  too,  *^  that  ftill 
**  their  ends  are  the  fame.'* 

Yet  we  are  told  by  the  honourable  General,  that,  although 
it  was  juft  and  wife  to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad),  it  is 
iniquitous  and  foolifti  to  pafs  this  other  Bill,  for  want  of  fimt- 
larproofii.  But  the  General  muft  admit  that,  in  compar!  fon 
to  that  reftraint  upon  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  we  are  now 
doing  what  is  ^^  light  as  air."  And  that  our  proofs  are  the 
fame  is  evident,  becaufe  the  focieties  exift,  and  have  not  only 
never  difclaimed,  but,  in  explicit  though  general  terms, 
affirmed  their  adherence  to  the  original  fyftem,  which  Par- 
liament has  branded  with  a^uft  charat^er  of  treafon. 

He 
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.  He  then  opened  his  argument  m  fupport  of  the  Bill»  and 
begun  it  by  afluring  the  Houfe^  upon  his  honour,  that  he 
offered  himfelf  to  their  attention,  rather  to  markppenly  what 
bethought  and  felt  upon  the  fubjedt,  without  referve  and 
fear,  than  with  a  hope  to  impiefs  it  upon  the  convidion  of 
others. 

After  the  cfftOt  produced  on  the  public  mind,  by  a  learned 
friend  of  his  (Mr.  Grant)  upon  a  former  ftage  of  the  de- 
bate (in  the  moft  commanding  powers  of  intellct^  that  ever 
enlightened  a  political  fubjed)  he  ihould  have  been  filent  if 
be  had  not  felt  an  impulfe  to  the  vindication  of  his  own  fenti- 
menls,  in  language  at  leaft  as  explicit  as  words  could  frame, 
at  the  moft  awful  crifis  ih:>*  ever  the  countrv  knew. 

It  was  the  exigency  of  the  tim<:s,  and  a  defpair  of  meeting 
it  with  effed  as  the  law  then  ftood,  or  without  fuch.a  Bili^ 
that  made  our  fafety  and  ourfrcedom,  as  a  pi^ople,  demand 
imperioufly  this  meafure. 

That  it  was  a  new  check  upon  the  right  of  popular  dif<- 
cafSons,  and  even  upon  the  light  of  petitioning  (by  itseiFed. 
upon  the  continuance  of  the  aiTembly  held  for  that  oilenftble 
purpofe)  he  would  readily  admit ;  not  being  a  fycophant  in 
praife  of  the  meafure,  but  an  honeft)  impartial  and  reafoning . 
friend. 

Having  gone  thus  far  in  concefiionS)  which  it  would  be 
Bcither  manly  nor  ingenuous  to  withhold,  he  would  proudly 
jdevote  himfelf  to  popular  odium,  if  thac  muft  be  the  fate  of 
his  ardent  wiQi  for  the  paiTage  of  this  Bill  into  a  law. 

He  confidered  it  as  a  Bill  of  JJIcgiancey  framed  in  the  gene- 
rous and  loyal  fpirit  of  that  oath  which  he  and  thofe  around 
him  took  upon  their  admiflion  to  the  rcprefentative  charader  * 
and  functions ;  an  oath  which  binds  them  *^  to  defend  his 
**  Majcfty  againft  all  traitcro\i&  confpiracies  or  attempts,"  and 
proraifes  our  *'  difclofure  of  them  to  him." 

Before  he  touched  upon  the  outrage  which  had  endangered 
the  King^s  life^,  he  v^ould  remind  the  Houfe,  and  would  in- 
form the  people,  who  the  King  of  this  country  is,  or,  as  per- 
haps in  Parli'iment  he  ihould  exprefs  it,  what  he  is.— He  is 
no  "  defpot,"  as  libellers  have  ba(ely  called  him,  but  the 
King  of  meii  who  are  tree,  intriifted  with  duties  infeparable 
from  the  public  intereft, — amenable  to  coniroul,  dircdl  or 
collateral,  in  all  branches  of  his  executive  or  Icgiflative  power, 
fubjedt  even  to  cenfure  thro  his  minifters,  and  (which  he  would 
never  diflemble  as  long  as  he  had  political  exiftence  himlisif) 
ftript  of  all  claim  to  allegiance  if  he  (hould  cancel  the  bond  by 
converting  his  will  into  the  law. 

Upoa 
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Upon  fuch  a  king's  perfon  violence  had  been  committed^ 
whicD/endangering  His  life,  the  law  (jealous  of  a  depofit  and 
acrd  palladium  cffential  to  liberty  as  well  as  government)  has 
made  high  treafoo,  and  has  punifhed  as  if  his  death  had  beea 
diredty  the  objed,  and  had  even  been  accompli  (bed. 

This  outrage  had  been  treated  in  fo  manly  a  way,  and 
with  (o  ingenuous  an  argument  by  an  honourable  gentleman 
over  againft  him,  (Mr.  Grey)  that  he  was  in  hopes  no  ma^ 
living,  who  had  even  dreamt  of  our  law  and  paid  allegiance  to 
our  king  would  ever  have  difputed  it. 

He  (Mr.  Grey)  had  faid,  "  that  even  if  that  mifcreant 
had  a£ted  without  concert  and  without  intention,  pointed  in 
his  thoughts  at  the  king's  life,  he  was  yet  guilty  of  ^  compaffing 
and  imagining  theceath'V;  becaufe  he  has  committed  an  a(^  of 
criminal  outrage  which  evidently  endangered  the  life/' 

But  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fits  near  him  is 
corre^  (Mr.  Fox)  it  is  no  high  treafon'*;  though  he  admits, 
ahnoft  in  the  fame  breach,  by  the  tenor  of  his  argument  that  ic 
is.  He  admits,  that  if  a  jury  fhould  find  this  fai^  alone,  their 
finding  would  be  a  verdifl  of  guilt,  and  the  guilt  would  be. 
ibat  of  high  treafon.  In  other  words,  he  admits  that  fuch  a 
£a&i$in  legal  inference  that  crime;  but  he  difcriminates  by 
an  expedient  which  an  underflanding  fo  elevated  would  have 
difdained  in  others.  He  puts  the  cafe,  '^that  a  jury  having 
pronounced  thd  fa£^,  fhould  qualify  it  themfelves  in  a  kind  of 
ipecial  verdtiS,  and  fay,  ^^  But  we  do  not  believe  that  he  had 
the  intention  to  kill."  This  finding,  it  feems,  would  be  an 
acquittal  ;  even  to  repeat  this  argument  amongft  lawyeri^^ 
legiflators,  or  even  hidorians  at  this  time  of  day,  would  give 
it  a  death's  blow.  To  every  judicial  voice  in  the  kingdom 
he  would  make  a  dire(fl  and  confident  appeal  againft  a  tenet 
fo  mifchievoufly  and  fo  ignorantly  falfe. 

To  refume  the  outrage,  it  was  an  z&.  of  trenfon,  but  com- 
j^itted  by  whom  and  when  ?  By  a>ruffian,  who  wa9partoFamul« 
titude  in  open  day,  and  who  adled  in  concert  with  at  leafl  many 
others,  each  of  the  party  reviling  and  menacing  the  fovereign. 

At  the  time  of  all  others  moft  ungratefully  fde6^ed,  when 
ihe  king  as  the  father  of  hi^  people  was  in  the  ad  of  preparing 
to  animate  the  energies  of  the  popular  mind  and  will  iu  their 
prouJeft  form  ;  that  of  a  ihare  in  the  legiflative  po^ver. 

At  a  period  very  little  prior  to  this,  printed  hand-bills  had 
been  circulated  over  the  metropolis,  prompting  the  very  adt  of 
regicide. 

it  bad  been  truly  faid,—*'  that  no  ^/r/^ff/7/  connection  was 
^'  traced  between  the  authors  or  pubMhers  of  thefe  hand  bills, 
**  and  ihofe  who  committed  the  outrage  of  attempting  the 

**  HKafurc 
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.**  meafure  which  they  recommended/'— But  was  it  better  for 
the  public,  that,  inftead  of  a  confptracy  in  two  parts  of  the  fame 
concert<fd  plan,  we  (houid  have  two  detached  confpiracieS) 
and  with  no  perfonal  intercourfe  uniting  them,  die  firft  recom- 
mending, and  the  fecond  attempting  the  fovereign's  death  i  Let 
it  be  two  parts  of  the  facme  confptracy  !  or  two  diftind  con- 
spiracies !  united  however,  as  they  miift  ever  be,  in  coinci- 
dence of  time  and  connexion  of  principles. 
V  He  would  next  go  further  back  and  recur  to  mifchief  that 
preceded  the  hand- bills :  call  it  here  too  the  fame  or  a  third 
confpiracy,  and  make  your  choice  between  thofe  alternatives  I 
what  be  meant  fo  to  defcribe,  had  been  ftampt  upon  the  re- 
cords of  pariiameht,  called  high  treafon  there,  and  called  by  its 
true  name.  It  was  \  confptracy  that  having  acquired  new 
firerigth  every  day  bad  rooted  itielf,  not  in  the  good  fenie  of 
^ic  popular  mind,  f  *^X!Sod  avert  that  calumny  (he  faid)  from 
^  them  and  me !"}  but  in  thoie  who  hate  the  people  as  much  as 
the  king  ;  who  have  afted,  and  continue  to  aA  with  ability, 
veal,  and  concert  for  the  attainment  of  an  oh]e£k  which  he 
could  not  better  develope  than  by  two  words  faulty  well  under* 
fiood-— words  imported  from  the  wretched  city  of  Paris  with 
an  Enghlh  verfion,  to  the  difgrace  of  our  national  chara£ler ; 
the  words  **  Rivolutionary  Govermnmt.^^  In  thofe  words, 
and  in  the  fanguinary  comment  upon  them  which  had  ftruck 
horror  into  the  world  he  gave  to  enlightened  men  a  pidure, 
which  no  eloquence  of  detail^  if  he  could  ever  have  commanded 
it,  would  make  either  more  juft  in  the  portraits  or  more  awful 
in  the  mifchief.  But  this,  after  aH,  is  ^  a  fanciful  theory  and 
^  a  vifion.''  An  honourable  gentleman  over  againfl  him^ 
whofe  dexterity,  as  well  as  other  talents,  (and  mod  of  all  his 
wit)  he  had  ever  admired  (Mr.  Sheridan)  blew  it  into  t-he  air 
by  two  pithy  little  words  *'  prove  it  /" 
>  His  anfwer  to  thofe  two  words  could  not  be  fo  very  fliortf 
but  would,  at  leaft,  be  fliort  enough  to  refute  them  in  almoft  as 
few  words  as  anv  thing,  like  an  argument,  was  able  to  feledt. 
Firji^  he  would  fay,  as  a  member  of  parliament,  that  upon 
the  iubje^i  of  a  remedial  and  prudential  Bill,  he  ihould  ever 
.proteft  againft  the  formality  of  proofs  in  a  legal  or  juridical  fcnfe 
of  the  term,  as  a  mode  of  determining  hSt^  injurious  to  legifla- 
tive  policy  in  meafures  which  like  this,  if  neceiTary  at  all,  were 
founded  upon  circumilances  too  well  known  to  demand  proof, 
and  whofe  exigency  was  of  a  kind  that  required  all  pra&icable 
hafte.  He  would  next  affirm,  that  in  every  view  of  that  folemn 
pbrafe  which  could  affe^i  a  Houfe  of  Parliament  with  a  gene- 
.ral  notice  of  the  fa&i  they  have  been  proved*  High  treafon 
bad  been  recorded  againfia  number  of  correfponding  zndaffi/f- 

atfd 
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atid  ibciedes^  by  tn  a£l  of  the  legiflature.  It  is  tfot  even  de« 
nied  that  fuch  have  been  the  hand  bills,  and  our  own  fenCet 
hare  told  us  what  elfe,  we  could  not  hgvc  believed  that  fuch  ah 
outrage  has,  in  fad,  been  committed  upon  the  perfon  of  the 
ling. 

But  in  the  fame  two  little  words,tnfinite  fallacy,  was  cover- 
cd.  It  was  true  (and  this  was  the  fugitive  cry  of  the  moment), 
diat  no pro'ff  hzd  been,  or  could  be^  adduced  as  the  law  nowjiood 
fo  as  Xo  punifh  the  confpirator^,  or  avert  the  cbntinuance  of 
their  projefls.  Upon  the  defpair^of  that  proof  flood  the  Bill,  . 
and  flood  upon  a  rock,  ^^  prove  itV*  ^^yes,'  I  will  prove  it^ 
^^  (faid  Mr.  Hardinge)  if  you  ^ive  to  me  this  BiU.  The  exe« 
*<  cutive  arm  fliall  be  my  agent  fof  the  purpofe  of  that  proof. 
*>*  It  (hall  punilh,  or  prevent^  or  fli^dl  take  upon  itfelf  the 
*«  mifchiefi'* 

His  learned  friend,  whom  he  had  already  cited  (Mr.  Grant) 
nad  well  fsud,  ^' what  \%  your  opinion  of  thefe  doSrines,  and 
*'  of  thefe  pra£Hces  ?  we  have  told  you  euri^  To  this  appeal 
yrt  had  received  prevaricating  anfwers,  and  th^  right  honoura'- 
ble  gciitleman  had  gravely  obferved  (like  Scrub  in  the  comedy) 
lYi^i fome  tf  them fdtd  one  thing  andjome  another.  I{e  called  upon( 
them  to  give  their  fentiments  upon  the  mifchi^f ;  to  admit  or  t6 
deny  it  as  a  h8t ;  and  if  it  fliould  be  admitted  by  themfelves,  td 
co-operate  in  the  difcuflion  of  the  befl  remedial  policy  that 
<ould  meet  or  avert  that  mifchief*  He  called  upon  them  in  die 
name  of  the  Commons  and  people  of  England,  but  feared 
tl^t  he  fliould  call  upon  them  in  vain.  We  are  told,  ^<  th^ 
laws  are  able  to  correct:  and  fupprefs  the  evil ;"  If  they  are^ 
.1,  (faid  Mr.  H.j  am  an  enemy  to  this  bill,  and  amended  as  it 
it  is  (in  eiTential  parts]  I  would  oppofe  it  as  innovating  at  lead 
in  form  and  in  its  poffible  abufe,  upon  facred  and  eftabliljhed 
rights.  Iii  othef  words  he  undertook,  (and  there  he  laid 
upon  himfelf  the  burden  of  proof)  todemonftratt  the  ncceffity^ 
arifiog  from  the  importance  of  all  eXifting  check«^  or  of  any 
.butthofe  which  the  bill  impofed.  What  th6  inadequacy  oC 
law  thus  imputed  was,  he  would  mark  txS  the  cd&vi^on  of 
thofe  who  heard  him,   in  a  very  few  words. 

Flrfiy  Thef6  i^  no  lesal  power  to  compel  notice  of  the 
xneeting,  and  ah  open  allegation  of  the  oftenflbie  purpofe^ 
This  defeat  of  the  law  enabled  fedition  to  convene  itfelt 
abruptly,  in  purfuance  of  fecret  ariangemept  for  that  purpofe 
amongft  the  confederates. 

Secondly^  tn  the  next  pface  as  the  law  now  ftands,  no  magif- 
trate  has  the  legal  powdr  of  accefs  to  the  interior  of  th^ 
fiieeting,  to  the  fountain  head  of  the  mifchief  in  the  oracles 
iS  fedicioii.  'He  may  novi^be  excluded  as  an  impertinent 

Vot.II.  X79S^  2  goflip? 
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goffip,  who  obtruaedhimfelf  as  a  tncre  fpy  of  the  police,  iipoit 
the  liberty  of  popular  difcuflions* 

3rdly,  The  mafk  of  the  oftenfible  purpofe  could  ba^,  a^ 
the  law  now  ftood,.  any  general  fufpicion  or  grounds  of  alarm.. 
Such  a  mafk  would  no  longer  be  of  any  avail,.  It  would  be 
torn  off  bythe  detefled  perverlion  of  the  colourable  objeft, 
.  4thly,  .There  is  no  legal  power  to  difpcrfe  the  meeting,  if 
the  language  is  inflammatory^  but  without  external  outrage 
or  tumult. 

•  It  was  to  mifchicfs  like  thefe,  that  a  remedy*  was  claimed,, 
and  if  the  remedy  adopted  in  this  bill  was  not  commenfurate 
or  Grayed  an  inch  too  far,  it  was  tyranny  >  perhaps  a  worfe^ 
mifchief  in  itfelf. 

He  had  liftened  attentively  to  argumijnts  arifing  from  twa 
fources,  both  of  them  invidious,  and  yet  both  of  them  as 
manly  as  they  were  juft  againft  a  pending  law  of  reftraint 
upon  the  liberty  of  the  fub}ecl.  He  would  ftatfc  therti  fairly^ 
and  watch  the  extent  of  them. 

**  Let  a  meeting  be  duly  convened  ;  the  magiftrate  With  no 

**  pretence  for  fufpicion,  intrudes  himfelf.   This  very  intrufion 

^**  is,  of  itfelf,  a  check  upon  freedom  of  debate.      Let  the 

^^  meeting  be  aflembled  bona  fide  and  fingly^  to  difcufs  the 

'•*  reform  of  Parliament,  or  fomcthing  of  that  nature.     Let 

*'  the  magiftrate,  paid  by  government,  (as  in  Weftminftfer 

**  he  is)  aft  like  a  mercenary  in  the  bad  fenfe  of  the  term,. 

.**  and  in  order  to  court  the  minifter  beft,  (as  he  may  imagine) 

**  let  him  intercept,  by  his  imperial  veto^  a  popular  ftatement 

**  of  the  mifchief.     Let  him  attempt  the  arreft  of  a  debating 

**^  individual.     Let  an  obftruftion  to  that  legal  injufticc  be; 

.**  made  by  fome  around  him;   let  the  magiftrate  then  dif- 

*'  perfe  the  meeting^,  and  announce  the  penalty  of  death  for 

*'  difobedience  to  the  mandate  of  difperflon  ;  let  him  call 

*^^  in  the  military  to  his  aid  if  fuch  a  meeting  cannot  be 

.^*  difpcrfed  bythe  civil  power  atone. 

•.  Is  not  this  he  would  aflc^  invidious  enough  ?  and  is  not  he 
in  thus  putting  it,  aii  adverfary  againft  himfelf  f  or  at  leaft 
againft  the  bill?  He  would,  however,  in  general,  proteft 
'againft  the  calumny  to  which  the  magiftrates  who  zSt  in  the 
metropolis  had  been  expofed,  though  he  had  ftated  an  inftanc^ 
of  grofs  and  fcandalous  abufe  ia  theory,,  and  fot  the  purpolc 
of  argument. 

He  would  add  no  dinngenuotts  colburing  to  foften  the 
Biifchief,  but  yet  would  foften  it  by  afa£t;.  which  is,  that 
againft  that  abufe  there  is  a  remedy  at  hand,,  in  the  controul  of 
odier  magiftrates  over  thefe  delinquent  jufi»c«s  of  peace^  via;. 


I)^.  y]        WOODFALL*S  PARUAM^NTARY  REPOHTS*  -        I71 

the  judges  of  the  land,  who  have  their  offices  for  life,  and  in 
the  additional  controul  of  juries,  who  will  avenge  the  infulted 
genius  of  the  people,  and  convi(St  the  ofFender  j  whom  the' 
judges  cannot  fpare. 

Sue  now  in  a  balance  of  political  evils  take  the  other  , 
alternative  and  chufe  between  them. 

jacobin  cluU^  .difleminating  through  affiltaUd focieties  openly 
and  without  fear  of  check,  every  mad  principle  that  can. 
degrade  the  head,  or  pollute  the  heart  I 

Lee  the  good  (enfe  of  the  Icgiflnture  guarding  the  pub!ick 
interefty  make  the  option  between  thefe  alternatives  [ 

Having  gone  thus  far,  he  (hould  very  foon  difmifs  the 
licence  of  p^litlcaVfi^ooh  or  leSIures^  and  the  right  of  infpe£t- 
ang  them,  whi^h  hao  been  called  in  two  other  French  words 
(put  into  Englifli}  aamici/iary  vijitsn 

Of  all  the  inexplicable  events  in  the  political  fcene,  perhaps 
none  had  ever  more  aftonilhed  him,  than  to  find  fuch  a  wart 
of.  numory  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc  upon  this  topic. 

It  was  true  that  every  man's  houfc  was  his  caJlUj  but  waft 
it  alfo  his  thiatre  ?  And  fo  as  to  exclude  all  interference  of 
Ithc  executive  power  ?  Thefe  were  political  theatres  and  made 
the  vehicles  of  feditioa. 

Was  there  no  other  defcription  of  theatres  in  England  ? 
And  could  the  honourable  gentleman  ov^r  againfl:  him  (Mr. 
Sheridao)  give  00  account  of  them  ?  Had  he  never  heard  of. 
theatres  for  dramatic  purpofes  ?  If  he  had — could  he  never 
feave  heard  of  an  zA  which  pafled  in  the  loth  of  the  late 
ICingJ  And  which  difables  any  theatre  unh'cenfed,  or  play 
even  in  a  liccnfed  theatre,  which  has  not  the  King's  previous 
approbation  through  his  Chamberlain,  who  is  no  magiftratci 
^d  from  whom  there  is  no  appeal  ? 

Is  the  caufe  of.  that  reftridion  light  iii  the  analogy  of  it,  a$ 
bearing  upon  this  part  of  the  Bill  ? 

Seditigri  had  found  its  way  into  that  fchool  of  playful  buf 
impreflfve  inor^lity  \  upon  this  ground  alone  the  reftri£lion 
was  built  i  not  as  here  for  a  limited  period,  but  for  ever  i  not 
liable  to  any  controul  over  the  **  cujlodes  ipfos^*'  but  the 
offspring  of  abfplutei  of  perfot>gI^  of  individual  difcretion  and 
will. 

The  PiG^  pafled  the  Commons  with  uncommon  hafte,  and 
without  one  divifion*  The  wbigs  and  the  tories,  the  minifter 
and  the  oppofition  fupportin^  the  .meafure. 

Upon  the  feveral  days  which  the  legal  ftages  of  the  Rill 
had  occupjed^  the  Houfe  was  not  ill  att^ded,  upon  many  of 

them 
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them  divifions  took  place ;  the  minifter  was  then  vehemently 
oppofed,  and  was.beginning  to  lofe  ground. 

In  the  Houfe  oif  Lords  it  was  oppofed  by  the  late  Earl  of 
Chiflir field  in  a,  very  elegant^  ingenious,  and  popular  fpeech 
which  IS  in  point— -the  expreflions  are  beaVitiful,  and  the 
images  full  of  gracp ;  but  a  more  flimfy  argument  be  had 
ziever  feen.  Lamenting  for^the  hotter  of  the  talents  over 
againft  him,  that  he  deteded  in  their  topics  evident  plagiarifni 
from  that  work;  every  topic  now  ufed  by  th^m  was  antici-" 
pated  there,  and  the  conceit  of  prophetic  fagacity  was  not 
fpared.  "  It  was  tyranny  over  opmion— it  fettered  political 
freedom  and  the  energies  of  indeperident  fpirit — it  would  be 
of  no  ufe — it  was  a  iicatur  that  woqld  neceflarily  in  the 
curfe  of  an  imprimatur^  and  would  in  that  (hape  fall  with  re- 
doubled weight. .  It  was  the  firft  hint,  and  the  liberty  of 
writing  would  foon  follow  the  liberty  of  fpeech — the  laws 
were  adequate^-»the  Bill  was  unduly  and  fufpicioufly  hurried 
through  the  Houfe  of  Commons — a  better  way  to  correft 
Dopular  di(aiFe£tion  w^  to  dcferye  popula,r  efteem,  &c.  &c." 

What  has  been  the  refult?  It  ha»  been  innocent  at  leafl^ 
and  the  mifchief  at  which  it  aimed,  that  of  a  feditious  theatre^ 
Vnder  this  dramatic  veil  has  bepn  fuppreft.  If  it  was  a 
tyranny  in  itfelf  upon  genius,  wit,  and  Freedom  of  thought, 
where  has  the  honourable  gentleman  liyed  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
that  he  could  fuffer  its  continqance  ?  ^e  that  had  an  intereft 
as  the  Congreve  and  Wycb&rly  of  his  time  (with  a  dafh  of  the  . 
political  refhrmer]  to  Ynake  fuch  theatres  free  as  air?  And  if 
theatres  dramatic  in  their  general  office  were  checked  upon 
account  of  an  opcalion^l  abufe,  by  the  permanent  controui 
of  a  Chamberlain,  what  (hall  we  fay  of  a  check  only,  for 
-a  time  upon  Mr.  ThelwalTs  polittoJ  theatre,  and  by  a 
tnagiftrate  fworn  i  Are  fuch  theatres  lefs  prone  to  abuie  for 
,  purpofes  of  fedition  ?  Is  the  licence  here  under  a  magtftrate^s 
view  lefs  convenient  or  lefs  wanted  at  this  time  i  A  time,  in 
"which  not  occafional  but  univerfal  abufe  of  general  ^ejom. 
has  endangered  the  fafety  and  the  extftence  %f  the  reafin  j 
If  there  ever  exifted  fuch  a  thing  as  an  argument  a ' fortiori j 
it  was  in  all  branches  of  the  piarallel  decifive  here,  and  h^ 
challenged  the  abilities  in  battle  array  againft  him  to  anfwer 
it. 

Mr.  M^  Montagu  faid,  fince  he  had  the  honour  ofa  feat  in 
^hat  Houfe,  no  fubjeA  had  occurred  which  required  (b  calni 
and  deliberate  a  dlfcuilion,  and  to  which  the  circumftances  of 
the  times,  the  temper  of  individuals,  and  even  accident  itfelf^ 
^ad  fo  little  contributed  to  allow  of  fuch  a  difpofition.    To 
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narrow  the  ancient  right  of  petitioning^  by  any  encroachment 
on  itsfreeexerciieindieutmoft  latitade,  was  to  touch  one  of 
the  main  pillars  of  the  conftitution.     It  was  a  truth  which 
could  not  be  denied,  nor  was  it  attempted  ^o  be  contefted. 
It  followed  of  courfc,  that  the  only  juftification  for  even  the 
flighteft  interference  muft  be  founded  oh  an  imperious  neceffity^ ^ 
and  that  the  right  of  that  interference  was  only  commenfurate' 
to  the  urgency  of  the  danger  to  be  prevented.     This  princi-' 
pie  was  not  more  true  in  the  abftra(S):,  than  in  wife  pra<%ce 
and  found  difcretion  ;  to  adminiftcr  with  juftice  and 'fidelity,. 
the  dutv  at  prefent  incumbent  on   Parliament,  was  the  fure* 
method  to  make  its  expedients  efFediial,  and  to  give  vigour^ 
to  the  law  it  was  called  upon  to  ena£i.     Did  there  exift  any 
neceffity  for  the  interference  of  Parliament  upon  the  prefent 
occafion  f  Had  it  a  right  arifmg  out  of  that  neceflity  to  circum- 
fcribe  the  liberty  of  the  people  to  meet  for  the  purpofe  or  under 
the  pretence  of  petitions  to  the  difierent  branches  of  the  legif* 
lature?  How  far  did  that  neceflity,  and  the  right  derived  from* 
it)  extend  ?  Thefe  were  the  firft  queftions  for  honeft  and  inde* 
|>endent  men  to  conftder  and  decide. 

The.beft  criterion  of  the  neceffity  arofe  from  the  confidera* 
tion  of  the  confequences  which  might  follow  from  abftaining  ta 
interfere.  And  here  he  begged  leave  to  paufe,  and  to  leave  it 
m  foqie  degree  to  the  minds  of  gentlemen  to  fupply  this  part 
of  the  argument,  becaufe  it  was  impoffible  for  any  lover  of 
pfder^  ^d  of  genuine  liberty,  to  have  f<iiled  to  gain,  from  ret» 
cent  experience,  if  not  before  from  hiftory,  obfervation  and  re- 
flexion, a  fufficient  fund  of  ideas  to  convince  him,  tbatfom^ 
ftrength  was  requifite  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment to  reprefs  the  deletereous  fpirit  of  fome  peribns  in  the 
kingdom.  Strength  was,  indeed^  recjuifite;  and  fo  were 
vigi^nce,  determination,  and  a^ivity.  He  was  the  lefs  wil- 
ling to  enUrge  on  this  fubjeX,  iince,  while  it  required  n(\ 
amplification,  and  would  fcarce  admit  it,  thefe  topics  had  a 
tendency  to  encourage  the  daring  attempts  of  feditious  men,, 
by  the  knowledge  of  the  terror  they  had  already  excited.  He 
therefore  took  it  for  granted,  as  he  felt  it  in  his  confcience 
to  be  certain,  that  the  danger  was  preffing,  the  neceffity 
imminent,  and  the  right  of  courfe  was  proved  and  cfb- 
blifhed. 

Qtit  were  not  the  laws  in  being  fufEcient  to  empower  the 
executive  government  to  reprefs  thefe  diforders  ?  Upon  that 
part  of  the  argument  the  oppofers  of  the  Bill  dcrived'a  great 
advantage,  from  an  imputed  remiflhefs  on  the  part  of  govern- 
pent  to  employ  all  the  weapons  already  placed  in  their  band^ 
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by  the  law$)  and  perhapsifroman  unflcilful  ufe  of  thok  which^ 
they  had  employed.  Upon  that  head,  he  confeiTed  hiixifelf  to' 
be  of  opinion,  that  blame  might  poiSbly  attach  tothen^,  and  he 
muft  leave  the  jull'iiication  to  thofe  whom  it  concerned.^  Still 
be  believed  that  the  exifting  laws  required  tp  be  reinforced, 
and  particularly  to  be  de<;lared  and  notified  by  fome  frefli  A<5t, 
which  (hould  draw  the  attention,  inflrudl  the  ignorance,  roufe 
the  adlivity,  and  warrant  the  exertions  of  the  Peace  Officers, 
The  fame  arguments  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  laws  would 
have  been  urged  with  equal  truth  at  the  period  that  London 
was  in  flames  in  1780,  becaufe  few  underftood,  many  doubt-.-, 
•  ed,  and  none  dared  zSt  on  the  eftablifhed  providons.  Upoa 
that  ground  he  was  for  a  new  A£t  upon  the  fubjed,  which  he 
confelled  he  (houid  the  more  approve  the  nearer  it  approached 
to  a  Declaratory  A&.  1  he  rife  of  new  fpecies  of  tumult; 
required  new  proviftcHis ;  and  it  mud  at  leaft  be  faid,  that  we 
rendered  the  meafure  eiFe£tua],  and  that  we  did  not  ftop  (hort 
of  fecurity  againft  that  ftormy  inundation  which  threatened 
pur  peace,  our  propertyi  our  civilization,  and,  not  le^  than 
all  thefe,  our  liberties.  And  this  neceffity  of  new  provifion^ 
was  the  more  evident,  from  that  (kill  which  had  been  derived 
from  a  concerted  fyftem,  to  make  ufe  of  lawful  means  ta 
finlawful  ends,  tq  pervert  conftituttona)  words  to  unconftitU'-! 
donal  meanings*  and  to  preach  revolt  Under  the  pretence  of 
reform.  "  Oh  |  Liberty,  how  many  evils  are  inflicted  in  thy. 
name  !"  was  the  exclamation  of  one*  who  had  as  little  of  av 
flavifli  difpofitlon  as  Brutus  himfeli^  or  the  greeted  i^l  o( 
f  antheonized  Jacpbinifm*     No, 

*'  Licenfe  they  mean  when  they  cry  Liberty^ 

**  For  who  means  tha^  muft  fidl  be  wijfi;  and  j^ood.** 

Such  was  the  exclamation  of  Milton,  who  was  no  Toryij 
chara6)eri(lic  of  the  Jacobins  of  his  time,  bqt  as  juftly  to 
\>c  applied  Xp  anarchi(ts  and  I^jng-ki|Iers  of  the  prefent  mor 
mcnt. 

The  prefent  Bill,  in  its  original  form,  inafmuch  as  it  gave 
|o  the  magiftrates  a  difcretionary  power  of  at  leaft  a  doubtr 
ful  tendency,  he  confidered  as  going  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Tight  we  derived  from  the  neccffity  of  the  cafe.  He  there- 
fore (hould,  on  no  account,  have  thought  himfelf  at  liberty 
to  vote  for  it,  efpecially  as  the  introduction  of  it,  with  all  its 
attendant  circumftances,  feemed  to  have  excited  that  alariT\ 
j{i  tl)e  minds  of  the  lovers  of  order,  and  the  beft  (upporters  of 

t  Madam  Roland. 
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government,  which  would  have  probably  rendered  its  execu<^ 
tion  at  leaft  weak  and  precarious,  if  not  impo(Gble.  The 
alterations  fincc  made  had  done  away  the  bbjeftion  arifing 
from  the  difctetionary  power  to  a  fufficient  degree  to  enable 
him,  upon  the  whole,  to  vote  for  it,  coniiftent  with  the  prin- 
ciples he  had  laid  down;  while  the  time  affigned  to  the  dura^ 
tion  of  the  z£k  had  qualified  it  as  a  meafure,  called  for  and 
juflified  only  by  the  peculiar  and  eccentric  circumftances  of  the 
times.  y 

But  while  he  gave  his  aflent  to  the  Bill  in  the  prefcnt  fhape^ 
he  could  Jlot  help  adding  a  remaric  on  the  circumftances  whicbi 
had  attended  it.  It  had  been  more  than  once  a  matter  of 
regret  to  hint,  as,  upon  the  whole,  a  well  wiflier  to" the  pre- 
fenradminiftraiion,  that,  upoft  important  political  conjunc- 
ture^, there  had  not  been  afufHeietat  folicitude  to  expiates 
thoroughly  the  principles  of  a  new  meafure  on  its  introduc- 
tion, or  to  ctrc^ulate  that  explanation  through  all  quarters,  fo 
as  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  well  wifliers  of  government^ 
and  beft  fupportefs  of  the  conftitution  ;  and  to  evince  the 
wifdoiti  ahd  neceffity  of  the  legiflatlve  regulations,  or  of  the 
^political  determinations  of  the  time.  The  Ruffia  bufinefs  ap« 
'pezrtd  to  him  to  be  a  matkcd  inftance  of  this  negled.  Per- 
oaps,  upoij  a  retrofpcft,  the  right  honourable  gentlemaa 
might  have  reafon  not  to  dilTent,  as  far  as  related  to  that  ex- 
ample. The  prefent  inflance  appeared  tp  him  to  be  pregnant 
with  an  ufeful  leflbn  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
t6  future  hiiniflrers ;  it  might  ferve  to  teach,  nay  even  to  con- 
vince, that,  in  the  introdudion  of  new  meafures,  efpecially 
when  they  concerned  conftitutional  principles,  too  much  pre- 
caution could  not  be  ufed  to  explain  the  nature,  ufe,  extent, 
princif^Ie,  and  confequences  of  the  innovation.  Mankind 
niuft  be  ruled  by  their  opinion.  Opinion  followed  uponjcon- 
fidence ;  confidence  was  generated  by  the  belief  of  prudence 
and  honefty  in  thofe  who  governed.  Where  the  cafe  was 
new,  where  it  touched  the  near  concerns  of  every  one,  the 
'wifdom  of  the  identical  meafure  muft  be  explained,  enforced, 
^nd  proved ;  the  wiidom  which  confided  in  the  well  concerted 
expedient  for  an  ufeful  and  honeft  purpofe. 

He  begged  it  might  not  be  objcfted  to  him,  that  be  was 
holding  forth  a  tame  fubmii&on  to  popular  clamour,  or  a  de- 
gradation of  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  to  a  fawning  obferv- 
ance  of  popular  favour.  "  No,  (faid  be,)  let  us  have  that 
fiability  in  our  councils,  which  fuits  with  the  long  eftablilhed 
experience  and  accumulated  wifdom  of  fo  many  ages.  But 
Ut  xis  ftu(^  to  appear  as  well  as  to  be  (becaufe  it  is  uftful  fo 
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to  appear  as  well  as  to  be}  die  fkiChiiil  guardians  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  all  clafles  of  tlie  community*  Let  us  be  tvrm; 
but  difpaflionate :  juft  when  we  are  fevere,  candid  when  we 
are  mifreprefented,  and  iQtrepj4  when  we  are  attacked; 
Much  is  loft  in  private  life,  as  wellaS  in  public  concerns,  by 
mifunderflanding.  Half  the  difputes  of  the  .world  have  no 
other  foundation.  Calm  and  dear  explanation,  a  little  indul- 
gence tohaily  mifconftrudionS)  and  the  moft  eager  difputants 
9VC  friends  in  an  inftant^  It  is  the  fame  in  the  affairs  and 
condudl  of  nations.  Let  not  any  man  confide,  that  the  good 
people  of  England  may  not  be  mifled,  by  even  a  niiflaken 
jealoufy,  to  commit  ail  their  precious  treafures  j[and  no  nation 
ever  had  greater)  without  rudder  or  compals,*  to  the  rude 
waves  of  popular  commotion.  Mankind  are  affeded  more 
by  metapbyftcal,  abflraft,  and  even  diibht  grievances,  than 
by  immediate  and  perfonal  danger,  the  wreck  of  property, 
and  all  the  ^tal  confequences  of  civil  tumult.  The  Ameri<> 
cans  fought  for  what  diey  might  fufler,  not  for  what  they 
[had  fufFered.  I  know  the  preiTure  and  multiplicity  of  the  a^ 
fairs  of  this  great,  rich,  commercial  and  powerful  nation^ 
which  leave  little  leifure  to  thofe  who  manage  its  concemsi 
but  at  the  fame  time  I  am  certain,,  that  more  time  is  loft,  ana 
jmor&  inconvenience  is  fielt,  by  fubfequent  difficulties,  than 
by  previous  arrangement,  and  a  full  preliminary  expla-^ 
.nation." 

:  Mr;  Sheridan  faid,  that  the  dire£l  allufions  which  had  been 
made  to  him  would  prevent  any  furprize  at  his  anxiety  to 
.come  forward.  He.  was  not  ibrry,  however,  that  he  had 
^iven  way  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  bad  fpoken  lafl^ 
as  he  had  followed  the  fame  train  of  argument  with  the  learned 
gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  and  as  it  would  (ave  the 
Houfe  the  trouble  of  hearing  (eparate  replies.  It  had  been 
remarked,  that,  during  the  late  mornentous  time,  the  magis- 
trates had  been  extremely  fupine,  and  not  been  aoive  to  exert  . 
,their  authority  in  fbpprdiing  the  meetings,  and  refifting  the  - 
principles,  from  which  fo  much  of  the  dangq:  was  thought  to 
arlfe.  If  any  evils,  however,,  had  arifen  from  their  negledf 
*he  would  afk  how  the  prefent  Bill  was  calculatiftd  to  fecure 
their  a£tivity  ?  Inftead  of,  prompting  them  to  greater  vigi« 
lance,  it  threw  impediments  in  the  way  .of  their  exertion^ 
[They  vsrere  placed  in  an  odious  fituation,  ^hen  they  could 
'not  execute  their  truft  without  incurring  die  deteft^tion  of 
'theii:  fellow  fubje(Sb.  Men  of  .virtue  and  honour  would  avoid 
>  ftation  which  they  could  not  fill  with  credit  brrefpe^!.  He 
^had  been  accufed,  Mr^  .Sheridan  faid,  of  cafting  refie^one 

'«p«a 


I>se.s.]        W0ODFALL*SPA]tLIAMBirrA]l7Ur€AT&  .    1^/99 

upon  the  magiftiates  m  this  cpuntry,  although  he  had  never 
Uttered  ^  fentiment  in  general  djrparagement  of  that  clafs  of 
taeo.  He  had  limited  his  charge  tothejuftices  of  Wcftmin« 
fktTy  who  were  appointed,  paid,  and  controlled  by  the  execu- 
me  government. 

He  next  <sm^  to  the  obfervations  of  the  learned  gentlenw)^ 
(Mr.  Hardtnge.)  He  certainly  was  bound  to  thank  him  for 
die  perfonal  civility  which  he  bad  difplayed,  and  the  hand* 
fbme  compliments  he  had  paid  him.  He  w^s  ftill  more 
pieafed,  however,  that  th^  learned  gentleman  had  placed  the 
argument  upon  thkc  footing,  on  which  aione  the  fubje£i  ought 
to  be  confidtred,  namely,  what  the  neceffity  was  that  required 
the  interference  of  the  legiflature;  and  whether  the  pre(ent 
neafure,  or  any  part  of  it,  was  adapted  to  meet  the  exigency 
cf  the  cafe  fuch  as  it  might  be.  In  the  apptaufes  which  bad 
been  given  to  the  fpeech  of  a  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Grant) 
on  a  former  occafioo,  he  heartily  agreed,  as  it  was  a  perform- 
ance confpicuous  for  the  ingenuity  of  the  reafoning,  and  the 
appropriate  charader  of  its  language.  Without  detrafiing 
from  its  merit,  however*  he  could  not  but  obferve,  that  the 
main  points  involved  in  the  difcuiBon  had  been  omitted.  He 
had  negleded  to  eftablifli  the  exifience  of  the  evil,  arid  to 
demonftrate  the  fitnefs  of  the  remedy.  All  turned  up<>n  this 
point ;  the  learned  gentleman  had  objeded  to  him,  that  he 
called  for  the  proof  of  the  diforders  to  which  the  appltcation 
^vas  to  be  made^  and  had  fummed  up  all  his  argument  in  the 
two  words,  frrut  >/•  The  learned  gentleman  feemed  ftudi- 
ous  of  brevity,  and  had  dtvefted  thefe  words  of  all  the  ob- 
fervations with  which  thejr  had  been  conneAed.  He  won- 
dered, at  the  fame  time,  how  the  learned  gentleman  found 
£iult  with  this  imputed  brevity,  fince  he  feemed  difpofed  to 
adopt  the  fame  mode  of  illuRraiion.  The  learned  gentleman 
had  likewife  thought  proper  to  afliime  the  taflc  of  Rating  the 
argument  againft  his  own  fide.  In  this  he  had  fuccccded  to 
admiration;  in  the  courfeof  his  fpeech,  he  feemed  all  along 
to  argue  againft  the  part  he  really  meant  to  efpoufe.  ThiS) 
indeed,  was  not  an  unconunon  cafe  with  the  learned  gentle- 
man, nor  with  the  profeffion  to  which  he  belonged,  to  fpeak 
on  both  fifies  th^  ^ueftion*  How  he  had  difcharged  the  duty 
to'hts  client  he  would  not  decide,  bat  he  would  by  no  means 
»tvife  the  meetings  complained  of  to  put  their  brief  into  his 
hands. 

The  learned  gentleman  had  called  upon  his  fide  of  the 
Houfe  to  fey  whether  jacobin  principles  had  increafed  of  late, 
and  then  obje£led«that  theproof  of  it  was  demanded.    To  this 
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he  would  again  l^y,  prove  it.  It  was  not,  however  juridtotl 
proof,  but  prudential  proof,  that  he  looked  for;  that  kind  of 
proof  that  minifters  themfelves  had  thought  neceflary,  and 
i)ro«ght  forward  previous  to  the  paffing^of  the  Aft  for  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Haheus  Corpus  Aft.  That  meafure,  how- 
'cver,  was  not  near  fo  ftrong  as  the  prcfcnt.  It  was,  there-, 
fore,  not  extraordinary  that  he  required,  on  a  greater  occa« 
fion,  what  they  had  voluntarily  brought  forward  on  a  lefs. 
Was  it  wonderful  that  now  he  f}pio\x\A  demand  a  fimilar  proof. 
Formerly  the  Hbufe  l\ad  been  deceived  by  the  aflertions  of  the 
minifter,  and  he  was  on  his  guard  againft  a  freih  impofture* 
None  of  the  plots  which  had  been  announced  in  fuch  alarm- 
ing defcriptrons,  the  plots  to  feize  the  tower,  and  the  various 
other  confpiracies,  had  exifted.  The  verdift  of  impartial 
juries  had  decided  that  minifters  had  ftated  totheboufe,  what 
the  event  did  not  juftify.  *  Where  was  likewife  the  plot  which 
had  been  fabricated  at  a  very  particular  period,  during  the 
iitttng  of  the  grand  jury,  upon  which  various  perfons  had 
been  apprehended,  and  harfhly  and  unjuftly  confined  for  many 
months,  without  the  (hadow  of  proof  or  reality  for  the  accu* 
fation.     Being  thus  three  times  deceived,  does  the  learned 

fentleman  truft' again  to  the  aflertions  of  adminiffration  ? 
le  was  ready  to  delare,  that  he  did  hot  think  the  principles 
complained  of  were  increafed ;  ^nd  on  which  fide  did  the 

i)refumption  lie  ?  Inhere  was  a  moft  important  difficulty  fo  be 
urmounted   before  the  gentlemen  on   the  other  fidecouM 
maintain  their  argument  with  confiftency.     If  they  knew  the 
*increafed  and  increasing  danger  of  feditious  doftrines  and  af« 
femblies,  why  did  the  ipeech  from  the  throne  bear  the  lan- 
guage it  contained  }   If  minifters  were  acquainted  with  the 
evils  they  now  hiagtiified  and  infifted  upon,  in  what  light  was 
the  declaration  of  the  King,  of  the  loyalty  afid  good  order  of 
the  country,  to  be  confidered  ?   or  how  were  they  entitled  to 
argue  on  the  ground  they  afFumed  at  the  xjpentng  of  the  feffion 
of  the  advantage  which  in  this  refpeft  the  war  had  produced? 
Mr.  Sheridan  taid,  he  believed  thefe  principles  and  this  dan« 
ger  to  be  diminifhed.     As  a  proof  of  tt,  he  would  appeal  to 
a  learned  gentleman  oppofite,  (the  Attorney  General,)  Whpn 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  was  fufpended,  numerous  (Trofecutions 
Virerc  going  on,  and  the  jails  every  where  were  filled  with  thit 
fpecies  of  criminals.     Were  any  fuch  heard  of  now  i  It  was 
iaid  that  the  different  focieties  flill  profrffed  their  former  ob- 
jefts,  and  held  theit  former  language.     He  would  never  theieis 
affirm,  that  their  profeffions  and  conduft  bad  been  'materially 
altered* 

Formerly 
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Formerly  tbey  bad  faid,  that  it  was  needleft  to  adopt  the 
ufiial  node  of  obtaining  redrefs  of  grievance,  that  that  Houfe 
jvas  too  coo'upt  to  be  honoured  with  petitions,  and  that  re- 
formation was  only  to  be  effeSed  by  the  perfevering  exertions 
of  the  people. .  They  had  fince  found  that  fuch  pretenftons 
were  little  fitted  to  proicitre  converts,  and  had  retra£led  them 
in  form*  They  had  difavowed  their  former  claims,  and  their 
former  language.  The  bad  fuccefs  with  which  their.fcliemes 
had  been  aitended,  while  they  maintained  thefe  extravagant 
olje^  was  a  proof  of  the  general  attachment,  of  the  couotry 
to  the  conftltution.  Whether  they  were  fincere  in  their  late 
profeffions  it  was  impoffible  for  any  man  to  decide.  The 
Jearned  gentleman  had  faid,  that  they  had  a  right  to  hear  what 
were  the  fentiments  of  the  fide  of  the  Houfe  on  which,  he, 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  fat,  upon  ihis  fubjedt.  He  aflerted  that  ihey 
liad  aded  jeruitic?lly,  and  had  declined  any  explicit  declaration. 
On  the  contrary,  he  would  maintain  that  they  had  a£ted  with 
uniform  fairnefsand  #onfiftency.  He  l\ad  never,  for  his  own 
part,  Icrupied  to  affirm,  that  there  might  be  fome  pains  taken 
to  circulate -fedition  through  the  country,  for  defperate  indivi* 
duals  there  were  iu  every  State.  The  pradVice  for  imitating 
the  cant  of  the  French,  and  all  the  mummery  attending  their 
proceedings,  were  certainly  highly  ridiculous-,  what,  how- 
ever,, had  been  the  confequences  of  this?  It  had  ihewnthat 
they  were  as  ignorant  of  the  temper  and  difpofitions  of 
£ngli£bmen,  as  minifters  were  in  the  regulations  which  they 
^eant  to  impofe  upoji  them.  Might  they  not,  in  good 
cameft;  have  relinquilhed  the  extravagant,  and  tempered  the 
wild  ideas  which  they  were,  in  ufe  to  entertain  ?  An  honour*^ 
able  gentleman  oppofite  ("Mr.  Pitt)  had  been  the  ftrenuous 
advocate  of  fubftantial  reform,  though  he  bad  not  gone  the 
lengths  propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  He  did  not  be- 
Ueve  that  any  one  confidered  him  as  a  better  man  than  when 
he  maintained  thole  principles.  The  Duke  of  Richmond,  he 
was  informed,  had  been  heard  to  fay,  that  he  was  convinced 
of  the  folly  of  the  plans  of  reform  that  he  had.  profecuted* 
Were  thofe  gentlemen  to .  monopolize  jhe  privilc;ge  of 
abandoning  their  profeifions  and*  their  principles  2  Ought  nofi 
the  fame  candour  to  be  extended  to  the  focicties^  and  might 
not  they  be  allowed  to  change,  their  condn£l  ?  Even  the  ex- 
ample of  JFrance  might  have  contributed  to  withdraw  them 
fromttheur  attachment  to  the  principles  which  had  been  intro-a 
duced  into  that  country  with  fp  little  fviccefs.  He  bclievedi: 
sm  the  wfaeJe.  that  the  mifchief  was  beyond  calculation 
left. 

A  learned 
^    *  Aa.  a 
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^  A  tearndi  gentlertifn  hid  confdled)  that  tte  prtftnt  Mils 
^Q-e  ftrdcig  meafures^  yet  no  attempts  had  heen  Mode  to  provt 
tht  evils  woffe.  If  diis  could  have  been  done,  he  ^^s  con* 
vinced  that  minifters  would  not  have  allowed  fttdv  mcfp&r* 
tunityof  fani^ioning  their  meafures  cx>  efcape.-'  Theprefent 
4>ill  was  ftatod  to  be  a  balance  of  evils.  The  learned  gentle^ 
tnan  had  infifted  on  the  advantage  that  would  arife  from  notice 
being  given  of  meetings  when  they  were  held.  W<^uid  anj 
man  for  a  moment  contend  that  the  meetinesof  the  Conei^ 
pbnding  and  other  focieties  were  clandeftiner  They  had  oAtil 
t>een  charged  with  an  oppofite  condud,  and  the  boldneTs  of 
their  proceedings- had  been  urged  as  an  aggravation  of  tlieir 
guilt.  He  confidered  the  itrft  claufe  to  amount  to  a  prohibit 
tioii  of  all  public  difcuflion.  The  notice  was  to  be  |iven  by 
.  feven  petibns,  refldent  houfeholders,  in  the  place  where  the 
meeting  was  required,  in  the  hewfpaper  ufiially  circulated 
there.  No  meeting  could  take  place  fof  perfons  not  hoiife* 
holders.  Journeymen  tradefmen  might  have  occafion  t^ 
ftfTemble  to  complain  of  a  grievance^  or  lodgers  to  •take 
meafures  againft  the  exorbitance  of  rents,  without  being 
cxpofed  to  the  feverity  of  the- law.  Would  the  editor  of  a 
country  newfpaper,  he  defited  to  aflc,  always  infert  the  n^tictf 
which  was  necelfary  to  conftitute  a  legal  meeting  I  He  Was  to 
judge  whether  the  perfons  fiening  it  were  hoafeholders,  and 
whether  he  would  be  fatisfied  with  their  refponfibility.  He 
might  fay  that  he  had  not  leifure  for  thefe  enquiries,  and  might 
refufe  to  infert  it.  Inftances  had  already  appeared  how  partial 
the  condufl  of  fuch  men  might  be.  Country  jiewfpapert 
were  greaily  under  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  They  mighty 
€ven  with  the  danger  hanging  over  them  by  this  btU,  be 
juftified  in  their  rerufal.  The  oStter  alternative,  of  applying  to 
the  clerk  of  the  peace,  five  days  before  the  meeting  was  to  be 
held,  might  iikewife  be  fruftrated ;  and  no  legal  means  remain 
to  conftitute  a  meeting  under  the  operation  of  the  ilatute. 
It  was  a  mockery  to  give  to  the  people  the  privilege  of  holding 
a  meeting,'  and  to  affix  to  that  privilege  fuch  conditions  2S 
did  not  at  all  depend  on  their  own  will  and  choice.  Why 
had  not  the  old  modes  of  giving  notice  been  adopted)  by 
means  of  the  common  cryer^  or  by  an  intimacfon  at  the 
church  door.  In  fad  no  meeting  ^ould  hereafter  take 
^ace ;  all  difcuflion  would  be  annihilated.  The  learned  gen- 
tieman  ^oniidetred-  it  of  trivial  confequenoe  that,  4fter  the 
notice  had  been  given,  the  meeting  wt)u)d  ftiffibr  no  incORve* 
nience.  Nocwiibftanxitng  the  modification  ^hich  had  been 
altempted  upon  the  bill>  magiftrates  might  fiill  come  and  dif- 
'  1         *    '►  perfc 
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perfe  a  fneeting  which  they  imagined  had  entered  npnn  dif- 
cofioas  which  chey  misht  diiapprove.  Any  thing  which t 
in  th^ir:  opinion,  tended  to  create  ^iflike;  imy  dtliberacioit 
on  the  tidije£i  of  pariiamentary  refixm,  or  of  exiiling  grte-* 
vances,  would  ioftantly  luthorife  him  to  irrtcrpofc*  Nor 
coidd  any  refponfibility  attach  to  bis  conduA,  where  be  aSed 
in  this  manner.  At  any  rate,  where  the  magiftrate  conceived 
himfelf  bound  to  put  a  ftop  to  proceedings  which  involved 
topics  of  fuch  a  nature^  perhaps  dangerous,  in  his  opinion, 
he  would  be  undoubtedly  freed  from  all  danger  of  punifhment 
from  the  abufe  of  his  authority.  He  rejoiced  that  one  petition 
(Mr«  H.  Tooke'is )  containing  many  important  fads,  was  on 
the  journals  of  the  Houfe  ;  boraufe  it  would  be  impo(irb2e  to 
difcufs  many  of  the  h&s  it  contained  after  this  bill  was 
pafled.  For  example,  to  fay  that  feats  in  that  Houfe  were 
at  the  nomination  of  members  of  the  other  houfe,  send  wcro 
•  fold  as  common  as  ftalls  for  cattle  at  Smithfield.  Introducinjr 
the  words  wilful  and  advifedly  fpeaking,  could  have  no  effee^ 
inregukiting  the  magiftrate's  difcretion,  though  it  might  be 
of  importance  in  theconfideration  of  a  jury  on  an  indidlment. 
Even  ihouki  he  get  the  leneth  of  debating  a  queflion,  muft  it 
be  regarded  as  nothing  to  (peak  under  the  watchful  ear  of  an 
attending  juftice  ?  Where,  it  was  faid,  was  the  harm  of  the 
magiftrate  being  thus  authorifed  ?  He  was  entitled  to  feize 
the  perfon  who  was  ^'  wilfully  and  advifedly"  exciting  the 
people  to  the  diflike  of  govemment.  Be  it  remembered^  how 
ever,  that  as  it  was  impoffible  for  the  magiftrate  to  decide 
what  words  came  under  this  defcription,  he  coald  only  exer* 
cife  his  own  judgment;  consequently,  however  legally 
conftituted  a  meeting  might  be,  it  depended  upon  the  capricer 
and  thexhara<3er  of  the  magiftrate  whether  any  deliberation 
was  to  take  place,-  or  any  advantage  to  be  obtained.  Mr. 
Sheridan  compared  the  prefentbill  to  the  Riot  A&*  NoboJy 
of  charafier  would  accept  the  charge  which  this  bill  •required 
so  be  performed*  The  lowcft  ipagtftrate,  a  petty  cohftable^ 
might  put  a  ftop  to  an  aftembly,  as  foon  as  any  words  were 
tittered  which  hecpnftdcred  to  be  obnoxious;  He  reprobated 
the  hardfhip  of  /eizing  a  peribn  in  the  arbitcary  manner  pre« 
fcribedby  tKcbill. 

The  Riot  AA  had  been  intended  for  a  different  objeA  from 
the  prefent  bill;  The  former  was  intended  to  enable,  the  ma- 
giftrate to  aifl  to  prevent  violence  about  to  be  committed,  and 
where,  by  a  tardinefs  of  the  application,  the  remedy  would 
have  come  too  late#  Nothing  ofthi^  nature,  however,  was 
called  for  by  die  prefent  cafe,,  ndr  could  there  be  any. parallel 

between 
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beiween  the  circumihmces*  Refiflance  to  the  magifirate  was 
felony;  and  if  twelve  men  peaceably  remained,  military  execu- 
tion was  to  take  place.  The  Riot  ASt  was  only  to  be  en«> 
forced  when  the  per(bns  aflembled  aded  riotoufly  and  tumul- 
tuoufly.  It  was  alfo  to  be  recolleded,  diat  even-  ti>e  Riot 
Aft  was  introdticed  upon  the  eve  of  a  rebellion,  when  the'con- 
ftitution  was  afiailed ;  iK>t  by  popuhr  meetings  and  political 
debates,'  iMit  by  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
fupported  by  men  of  the  firft  fortune  and  influence.  Compare 
that  meafure  mdi  the  prefent,  and  how  feeble  muft  it  appear  ? 
Yet  Blackftone  queftions  whetfae):  its  remaining  part  of  the 
code^  after  the  neceffity  which  had  occafioped  it  had  ceafed, 
was  not  inconfiftent  with  the^fpirit  of  the  conftitution. 

Suppofc,  however,  which  was  no  improbaibie  cafe,  that  the 
perfons  defirous  to  aiTemble  coold  not  procure  the  infertion  of 
fheir  notice  in  a  newfpaper,  nor  their  intentions  notiBed  to. 
^e  juftices  in  flifiicient  time,  v^hat  was  to  be  done,  in  order 
Co  efied  the  purpofe  for  which  they  meant  to  ailemble  ?  Ele^ 
fiftancei  fliould  they. meet,  would  be  ufelefl.  He  would  re* 
commend  to  them  to  exercife  only  paiEve  refiftance.  Should 
they,  tqthe  number  of  fifty  and  upwards,  meet,  and  fend  for 
a  magiftrate,  and.  remain  above  the  number  of  twelve  *  above 
one  hour  after  being  ordered  to  difperfe,  what  courfe  would 
the  magiftrate  follow  ?  Would  he  infl if t  military  execution^ 
or  xrommittojail  the  fuppofed  culprits?  Iffo,  would  a  jury 
find  them  guilty  under  the  prefent  bill  ?  Could  they  be  punifhed 
in  thus  throwing  themfelves  on  the  confcience  of  their  couh-* 
try  ?  Of  what  avail  then  was  the  law  which  could  not  be  put 
in  execution  ?  He  difclaimed  intending  any  thing  {ierfonal  to 
the  magiftrates  for  Weftminfter,  but  could  not,  however, 
but  fay,  he  thought  all  the  magiftrates  in  <he  kingdom  muft 
be  affimilated  to  the  Weftminfter  juftices,  in  dependence  on 
the  Crown,  and  tutored  in  the  new  do£trine  of  lopping  off  the 
branches  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  before  they  would  be 
brought  to  contribute  their  exertions  to  realize  fo  fanguinary  a 
fyftem. 

The  learned  gentleman  had  argued  moftyclaborately  on  die 
fituatipn  of  the  country  if  die  bill  was  not  paired.  If  you  are 
to  permit  the  exiftence  of  thcfe  focieties,  he  exclaims,  what 
are  to  be  the  confequences  f  He  bad  then  folved  the  queftion, 
by  recuriing  in  the  ufual  high  toned  langu^e  to  the  example  • 
of  France.  The  learned  gentleman  had  uiid,  he  had  remarked, 
oA  a  former  occafipn,  the  difference  of  charaSer  between  tht 
BrinQi  and  French  nations.  He  muft  ftill  maintain,  Mr* 
Sheridan  faii)  that  fcarceanyargumcnt  could  be  formed  upon 
..    ^  *  prcmifcs 
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premifes  fo  diifimilar.  The  operation  of  different  govern- 
meats  roufed  and  fublitnated  the  charaders  of  a  people)  ant- 
mated  every  energy  of  human  nature,  elevated  and  ennobled 
the  temper,  or  extinguiflied  the  great  affe6Kon,  and  degraded 
and  diftorted  the  human  heart  and  the  human. intelled.  He 
would  not  then  afcribe  tht  horrors  which  had  attended  certain 
parts  of  the  French  revolution  to  the  influence  of  Jacobin 
chibs.  He  was  above  the  obloquy  or  mifreprefentation  which 
diis  opinion  might  produce.  Ic  was  not  the  Jacobin  clubs 
of  Paris  that  iilkd  France  with  prifons,  or  deluged  the  coun- 
try with  blood.  It  was  the  infamous  club  of  Pilnitz,  the  af» 
fociated  fociety  of  defpots,  that,  in  the  unprovoked  attack  on 
the  infant  liberty  of  a  people,  awakened  terror,  diftruft  and 
cruelty.     The  French  trembled  for  their  freedom,  and  they 

'  thought  eve/y  moment  that  treachery  was  about  to  rob  them 
of  it.  Nothing  was  fo  cowardly  as  fear  and  panic,  nolhing^ 
fo  humane  as  courage.  When  the  French  were  under  the  in- 
fluence of  this  terror,  cruelty  and  oppreflion  rofe.  To  what 
other  caufe  than  diis  could  the  charge  be  attr'^uted  ?  In  the 
beginning  of  the  revolution,  a  fyftem,  mild  and  lenient  to  a 
degree,  perhaps  of  extravagant  refinen^nt,  was  embraced^ 
but  was  quickly  fuperfeded  by  the  fears  which  external  dan- 
ger and  domeitic  diflruft  infpir^d. .  Terror  was  only  to  be 
allayed  by  (preading  terror,  and  fufpicions  by  fufpicion.  The 
example  of^  France,  therefore,  was  altogether  inapplicable, 
either  in  the  particular  circiimftances  or  general  charader  of 
the  people,  to  the  defigns  of  any  party  of  this  country.  The 
leading  t:aule  of  the  fuperior  virtue,  the  fupertor  glory,  and  fu- 
perior  happinefs  of  this  kingdom,  was  not  the  particular  diC- 
tribution  of  the  parts  of  the  conftitution,  but  the  pofTef&on  of  a 
general  freedom  of  fentiment  and  of  fpeech.    It  was  not  by* 

*  fotitary  elForts  that  the  national  character  had  been  elevated  (o 
high,  all  that  was  ^ood  and  great  had  been  effected  by  nu- 
merous meetings.  Put  the  exifting  laws  in  execution  againfl 
thofe  who  may  not  have  changed  their  tentiments,  and  recon- 
ciled themfelves  to  the  confticution  ;  let  not,  however,  the 
great  principle  01^  which  thn.  vigour  of  the  whole  fyflem  i^ 
pends  be  deftroyed. 

The  bill  was  faid  to  be  improved,  bu^  it  did  not  appear  to 
bim  in  that  light,  and  he  hoped  the  learned  gentleman  would 
not  be  ofiended  if  he  again  pronounced  thofe  obnoxious  words 
<  prove  it.'  He  faid  that  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  they  bad  already 
affigned  fhereafon  why  they  did  not  attend  the  Committees  on 
the  bill.  It  was  too  mcorrigible,  too  radically  rotten,  to.be 
amended  ;  its  def6rmrity  was  too  hideous  for  the  fight,  its.  poU. 
lution  too  grofs  for  the  touch* 

•  As 
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As  to  the  outrage  againft  his  Majefty,  b  mudh  deplored^ 
and  the  hand-bill  inculcating  the  doArine  of  king-kil|ing,  the 
onlv  .conne£lion  which  couU  be  of  any  ufe  to  be  prored,  was 
to  fix  it  upon  the  Correfpondlng  Society.  But  no  fuch  con^ ' 
xiedtion  had  been  attempted ;  ^  it  was  mtich  more  probable 
that  it  ifiued  from  one  of  the  government  fpies,  who  on  every 
occafion  diffdaycd  the  utmoft  violence  of  fentiment  to  delude 
the  unwary,  and  to  bring  difcredit  upon  the  pretenfions  of  the 
whoie  body',  l^he  prdent  alarming  meafures  he  believed 
were  brought  forward  merely  to  fcreen  roinifters  from  the 
confequences  of  mifcondu£l,  from  the  odium .  of  a  war,  the 
objed  of  which  was  the  fubjeA  of  deteftatipn,  and  the  conduA 
of  contempt.  This,  as  was  Citd  at  its  commencement,  was 
the  war  of  kings,  and  not  the  interefts  of  their  fubjeds.  In 
former  conteib  there  had  generally  been  fome  view  of  na- 
tional pride,  fome  acquifition  of  conqueft,  or  fome  valuable 
polleiiion,  by  which  the  people  were  reconciled  to  it*  The 
prefent'had  none  of  thefe  objefls  to  lan^on  it,  but  ftood  ex- 
pofed  to  the  unmitigased  deteftation  which  the  miferies  it  had 
produced  muft  excite*  From  this  circumftance  minifters 
thought^ the  outras^e  oiFered  to  his  Majefty  furniihed  a  pre^ 
tence  for  adding  fccuricy  to  the  perfon  of  the  king,  when  they 
were  fighting  to  ftreououfly  the  battles  of  royalty.  They 
wiflied  to  (helter  themfi^ves  firom  the  ftorm  which  was  im- 
pending, and  to  treSt  the  royal  fceptre  as  a  con^uAor,  to 
catch  the  lightning  of  popular  wrath,  which  threatened  to 
deftroy  them  ;  to  draw  it  away  ironi  themfelves,  and  to  pro^ 
uSt  them  from  its  dangers. 

One  flight  circumftance  he  would  not  have  thought  de» 
ferving  of  notice,  had  it  not  been  involved  with  fo  many  ob- 
servations pcrfonal  to  himfelf.  I'he  learned  gentleman  had 
afked,  why  he,  who  was  fo  anxious  to  reform  abufes,  did 
not  think  of  procuring  an  alteration  of  the  law  which  required 
thciires  to  be  Hcenfed,  efpecially  as  he  bad  a  perfonal  intereft 
in  (he  alteration  ?  With  regard  to  the  learned  gentleman's  ob- 
icrvatiofis  upon  that  aft  of  Parliament,  and  the  celebrated 
.^ech  of  Lord  Cbeftcrfield,  he  totally  drffered.  He  confi- 
dered  the  fpeech  as  one  of  the  mpft  brilliant '  and  powerful 
compofitions  of  that  elegant  nobleman.  The  a(Et,  however, 
was  intended  more  to  reprefs  moral  liccntioufnefe  than  to  pre- 
vent political  entertainments  in  the  play-houfe,  where  there 
was  not  itiuch  danger  of  men  becoming  popular*  He  meir- 
tinned,  the  following  inftance  in  which'  he  himfelf  was  coif- 
«erned,  to  ihew  that  the  power  which  the  Lord  Chamberlaiu 
.DQiTefled,  might»  notwitfaiiandin'^  what  the  learned  gentlemui 

Iwd 
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had  faid,  ftitl  be  abufed.  He  once  produced  apiece  called 
^hi  School  for  Scandal^  in  which  he  introduced  the  charafter 
of  a  jew  whoTived  by  fupplying  extravagant  young  men  with 
ihonfey  at  exorbitant  intereft,  and  thereby  bringing  thecn  to 
ruin.  The  night  before  the  piece  was  to  be  performed,  he 
was  much  furprized  to  hear  from  the  prompter  tfial  a  licence 
wzs  refufed.  It  happened  that  at  that  time  there  was  a  contsft 
in  the  city  between  two  gentlemen,  Mr,  Wilkes  and  Mr, 
Hopkins.  In  i^e  warmth  of  contefted  eIe<5Hon  a  ftory  »eenC 
about,  that  the  charailer  of  the  jew  was  meant  for  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, and  the  piece  was  reprefented  as  a  faAious  and  itdittous 
cppofition  to  a  court-candidate.  He,  however,  went  to  Lord 
Hertford,  and  explained  the  circumftance  of  the  fcene  to  be 
a  matter  of  genera)  iatire,  and  not  of  perfonal  obl(K|uy  or  ri«( 
tdfcute;  Lord  Hertford  laughed  at  the  affair,  and* gave  the  li-' 
cence. 

The  regulation,  however,  was  merely  confined  to  tfie  the- 
atres of  CoVent  Garden  and  Drury  Lane ;  hecaufe,  by  an 
cafy  fiction,  the  perfdrmeis  were  confidered  as  his  Majcfty's 
fervants,  and  to  ad  only  fuch  pieces  as  Ihould  be  agreeable 
to  htm:  the  ad  extended  to  no  other  theatres  in  the  Inntr- 
dom.  .  •o-.r. 

He  concluded  with  folemnly  declaring,  that  if  this  ^HfpaflM 
into  a  law,  the  doom  of  Britilh  liberty  'Was  pronounccH ,  aiid 
that  in  all  probability  it  would  lead  to  fuch  (cefies  of  ihifery 
and  horror,  as  no  friend  to  the  happinefs  of  his  country 
could  contemplate  or  outlive. 

Mr.  Powys  faid,  the  only  queftion  to  be  confidered  was, 
whether  the  bill  was  adequate  to  the  exigency  of  the  occ&- 
fion  ?  The  Houfe  had  already  decided  on  the  principle  of  the 
bill.    It  was,    he  obferved,   a  diilinguilhing  feature  of  the 
Britiih  conftitution,  tiiat  it  was  capable  of  relaxation  or  boh- 
tradion,  as  circumftancbs  required..   The  monfter  to  be  con- 
tended with  was  fuch  as  no  age  had  produced,  and  for  the 
deftrudiori  of  which  no  prececlent  could  didate  rules  of  con- 
dud.     It  was  a  monfter  which  gentlemen  might  think  they 
cotthl  muzzle,    but  if  once  allowed  to  tafte  the  Mood  of 
the  conftitution,  it  would  devour  iu  vitals.     Thofe  political 
meetipgs,  fe  much  alluded  to^  were  not^  he  thought,  of  fo 
faarmle^  a  nature  as  had  been  reprefentod,  but  deferved  the 
ferious  attention  of  the  Icgiljaturc.     The  evil  againft  which 
th^s  h\\\  was  intended  to  guard,  was  a  monfter  perfedly  non- 
dcfcript  i  it  was  m  ty\l  Jin  generis.    If  once  the  principles  of 
thefe  focieties  prevail,  there  was  an  end  to  all  which  our 'an- 
ceftors.bad  KcM  dear  md  fac^ed.     What  iniacuatioii  then  ba4 
.    Vpl.U..  1795.  .  B  fe  jpne 
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gone  forth  !  that,  with  the  principles  of  thefe  focieties  before 
their  eyes,  people  fhould  be  fo  blirtded  as  not  to  difcern  their 
intereit  in  guarding  againft  their  machinations.     With  meii' 
of  defperate  fortunes  and  turbulent  fpirits  it  was  thought, 
<<  Better  t*  reign  In  heU,  than  ferve  in  heaven."* 

There  might  be  men  who  wi(hed  to  make  a  ihipwreck  for 
the  fake  of  plunder;  and  of  involving  in  one  common  con* 
fbriqa  the  property  and  enjoyments  of  Engliflimen.  What, 
however,  mpft  furprized  hkn  was,  that  there  Ihould  be  others 
found,  of  a  diiFerent  defcriptibn,  who  could  lend  their  aflift- 
ance  in  aid  of  Aich  proceedings*'  If,  amongft  the  apologifl$ 
Gf  fuch  meetings,  there  fhould  be  men  of  extenftve  talents^ 
of  amiable  manners  in  private  life,  of  an  iogenuous  mmd,. 
and  commanding  public  efteenf,  the  danger  would  be  in- 
finitely increafed.  He  was  afraid  that  the  converfe  of  that 
fentimenty  '<  that  the  people  have  nothing  to  do>  with  the 
laws,  but  to  obey  them,"  would  be  adopted,  and  that  the 
people  would  be  led  to  think  that  they  had  every  thing  to  d€^ 
with  the  laws  but  to  obey  them.  He  lamented  that  the  induflry 
of  the  working  daf&s  among  the  people  had  been  checked 
through  the  progrefs  of  thefe  focieties,  and  arretted  by  a» 
scneimon  to  matters  of  wild  (peculation.  He  aiked,  what 
was '  conuined  in  that  a£t  of  tyranny,  as  it  had  been  termed, 
to  encourage  the  excrcife  of  **  The  holy  duty  of  infurrec- 
.tion?"  A  paffive  refiftance  to  the  law  was  all  that  was  re- 
commended !  For  his  own  part,  he  could  fee  no  praftical 
hardihip  impofed  on  the  people  of  this  country  by  the  mea* 
fure  in  Sigitation.  He  thought  that  the  Bill  was  likely  to  be 
attended  with  much  more  benefit  to  the  people  than  injury, 
though  he  owned  that  it  certainly  was  an  infringement  of 
a  great  and  valuable  privilege,  which  fhould  not  be  attempted 
except  only  in  urgent  (fafes,  fuch  as  the  prefent  emergency  ? 
Some  cry  out,  where  will  you  ftop  I  To  whicb  he  would 
anfwer,  where  the  evil  ftops.     They  were  toId> 

**  if  an  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  ouT^** 

He  perceived  a  cancerous  tumour  in  the  body  politic  fprcad- 
ing  corruption  through  the  whole  mafs ;  if  it  was  not  cue 
o^,  it  would  grow  ^  they  fhould  take  care  that  no  vital  part 
fhould  be  aflefled,  the  wound  would  then  heal,  and  the  conftitu-^ 
tion  recover  its  priftine  health.  It  was  furely  wifer  to  fubmit 
to  a  gentle  operation  than  hazard  a  mortification.  The  quef. 
tion  was,  whether  the  conftiiution  would  be  better  fecured 
by  the  temporary  reftraints  of  this  law,  than  it  would  be 
under  Ak  uflcontrouled  operations  of  thofe  who  would  over- 
.  turn  aU  law  and  efiablifbed  government  in  the  land. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  JV.  Smith  faid,  after  the  able  difcuffion  which  had 
1>een  entered  into  upon  almoft  every  part  of  the  Bill  in  queC* 
tion,  he  (hould  certainly  take  up  no  more  time  than  nccef* 
fary  in  ftitin^  in  a  fev^  words  his  opinion  upon  one  part  of 
I  the  nieafure  only.     He  owned,  from  the  attention  he  had 

I  -been  able  to  pay  the  Bill,  he  felt  an  apprehenfion  that^  un* 

I  Jefs  the  eflPetSl  of  one  claufe  could  be  done  away,  a  very  im- 

I  portant  branch  of  liberal  education  would  be  cut  oiFin  every 

ieminaryi  except  our  two  Univerfities.     If  they  referred  tor 
page  8  of  the  printed  Bill,  they  would  fee  that  every  houTr, 
in  which  lei^res  were  given  upon  the  Uws,  the  confticution, 
^r  the  policy  of  the  government,  upon  the  payment  of  money^ 
was  liable  to  the  operation  of  this  claufe. 

[He  was  told,  that  in  the  debate  on  the  report  from  the 
-committee,  that  was  done  away.] 

The  alteration,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  made  little  .dUFerence  to 
^ '  Jiis  argument,  as  gentlemen  would  never  contend  that  per* 
Ibns  mould  not  be  inftrudled  in  the  laws  and  the  coaftituttoa 
4>f  the  country  ;  the  proviiian  as  it  ftood  made  no  other 
.  change  than  this,  it  left  it  in  the  breaft  of  certain  magidrates 
to  determine  upon  the  fitnefs  of  fuch  ftudies.  This  appeared 
to  hire  to  be  a  point  of  ferious  importance,  and  required  ex« 
planation.  As  much  had  been  ^iid  upon  the  petitions  which  * 
•had  been  prefented  againft  the  Bill)  he  begged  to  refer  to  one 
■prefented  May  6,  1793  ;  and  defired  it  might  be  read,  after 
which,  he  declared,  that  from  \t%  importance,  with  refpe£t  to 
a  reform  in  parliament,  it  well  deferved  attention.  That 
petition  contained  allegations,  that  the  houfe  was  by  no  means 
an  adeauate  reprefentation,  and  that  it  was  framed  upon  prin- 
ciples detrimental  to  the  true  interefl  and  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  offered , to  bring  forward  proof  of  the  truth  of  the 
allegations.  Whether  thefe  allegations  were  true  or  faUe  was 
nothing  to  the  argument ;  but  he  defired  to  afk,  fuppoHng 
the  prefent  Bill  had  then  been  in  exiftence,  would  not  a 
iiundred  juftices  have  been  found  to  Aep  forward,  and  to  tell 
thofe  who  offered  proof  of  thefe  allegations,  that  they  at- 
tetnpied  to  excite  hatred  and  contempt  for  one  branch  of  th^: 
Jegiflature  ?  He  faid,  if  there  was  an  individual  (Mr.  Powy^} 
who,  by  his  own  merit  and  exertions,  had  rifen  to  con- 
fiderable  influence,  who  for  a  long  period  had  obferved  a 
certain  conduct,  and  purfued  certain  obje6ls,  but  whofe 
mental  opticks  in  the  violence  of  a  fantaf):ic  aUrm,  were  fo 
deranged,  that  all  objedis  were  totally  rtvcrie^  the  friends 
.  vrhom  he  formerly  had  followed  turned  enaiiues,  and  Jthoftf 
iie  .once  ccnfidered  enemies  turned  into  frieiHl^^  ^  ineaiUres 
fib2  he 
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h^  once  condeirined  at  prefent  fupported,  and  the  principles 
he  once  maintained  at  prefent  reprobated ;    who  irJinuated 
the  blackeft  qharges  againft  the  perfons  he  once  efteempd,  of 
which  he  knew  them  incapable,  but  which  he  enforced  with 
an  afFeded  folemnity  of  manner,  to  conceal  their  real  ab- 
Airdiry^   fuch  individuals  whom  he  ha^  iligmatized,   would 
agree  with  hioiy  that  it  was  beneath  them  to  reply  to  fuch 
•  nonfenllcal  imputations-. 
,  Mr.  JUot  faid,  that  having  attended  minutely  to  the  pro- 
grefi  cf  Ibe  Bill  through  the  committee,  he  would  d^fer  all 
other  topics  of  confideration  to  a  future  time,  and  confine 
his  prefent  remarks  to  two  diftindt  heads  of  confideration  : 
Firft,  the  principle  for  the  Bill,  and  fecond,  the  circumftances 
under  which  it  was  brought  forward.     If  both   thefe  en- 
quiries led  to  the  fame  coticlufion,  it  was  time  that  they  (hould 
break  off  their  work.     There  was  but  this  plain  confideration 
in  the  framing    any  legal  meafurc,    a*ftrifiive  and    penal» 
whether  the  theoretical  good  outweighed  the  pra6lical  evil  ? 
and  as  the  making  fuch  laws  was  an  indifpenfible  duty,  ie 
became  the  legiflator  to  difregard  im«iginary  fears.     To  him 
the  law  appeared  to  be  incontrovertible  in  its  principles,  and 
unobje£lionable  in  its  provifions.   If  fedition  was  apprehended, 
means  Ihould  be  taken  to  prevent  it;  the  fa£b  on  which  fuch 
apprehenfion  was  founded,  were  too  obvious  to  be  denied, 
and  were  proved  not  lefs  by  their  own  notoriety,  than  by  the 
pains  which  had  been  taken  <to  depreciate  the  danger,  for 
,  who  would  labour  to  combat  a  (hadow ;   if  then  a  new  law 
was  found  neceffary,  the  provifions  of  that  law  were  next 
to  be.  confidcred ;  and  however  numerous  they  might  be, 
they  were  eafilycompreffible  within  a  fmall  compafi;  namely, 
that  all  meetings,  not  authorifed  by  law,  and  all  ledures, 
(hould  be  notified  by  vn-iting  ;•  fo  that  if  mifchief  was  likely 
to  enfue,  it   might  be  prevented  by  the  interference  of  the 
magiftrate.     He  could  not  conceive  it  to  be  an  injury  to  the 
liberty  of  the  fubje£i,  that  men  ihould  be  obliged  to  fpeak  in 
open  day  ;  as  men  really  holding  direS  and  honefl  intentions 
would  rather  their  actions  were  open  to  the  judgment  of  in- 
difcriminate  and   impartial  obfervers,  than  cophned  to  the 
opinion  of  a  certain  number  of  prejudiced  partifans,  con- 
vened in  a  corner.     The  difcretionary  power  veiled  by  the 
Bill  in  magiflrates,  had  been  much  complained  of  ^  he  wifhed 
to  hear  from  gentlemen,  whether  there  exiflcd  in  this  country 
any  magiftratc  without  difcretionary  powers  ?    The  happinefs 
of  Kngiiflimen  was,  that  ample  redrefs  was  provided  by  the 
law  if  thofe  powers  were  abufed.     The  laws  held  magiflrates 

of 
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of  all  degrees,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  down  to  the  cop- 
ftable  rcfponfibie  for  wiHuK  abufe,  or  excefs  of  authoriry'f 
which  was  no  chimerical  fafeguard, 

.  Great  ftreft,  he  obfervrd,  had  been  laid  on  the  petitions^ 
Mrhtch  crowded  upon  thb  table  of  the  houfe,  and  were  faid  to 
prove  that  the  f^ntitients  of  the  people  of  England  were  ad- 
verfe  to  the  Bill :  it  fhoulJ  however  be  remembered,  that  of 
eighty-two  counties,  eight  only  hjd  petitionccl ;  and  that 
of  thefe  eight,  only  two  were  againft  the  Bill.  That  in  the 
capital  towns  in  the  kingdom,  they  were  known  to  be  di- 
vided in  opinion  whcie  they  had  delivered  any,  and  feveral  had 
given  no  opinion  at  all :  and  this  daring  three  weeks,  when 
every  art  and  artifice  had  been  induftrioufly  ufed  to  procure 
them  ;  fo  much  for  the  ai&rtion,  that  the  univerfal  fenfe  of 
the  country  was  adverfe  to  the  meafure  as  determined  by  the 
number  of  the  petitions.  Their  quality,  he  faid,  was  a  con- 
fiJer^tion  of  ftill  greater  importance ;  they  bore  the  ftrongefl: 
internal  cfvidence  of  the  mifreprefentation  which  had  obtained 
them,  and  the  mifconcepcion  und<;r  which  they  had  been 
.  drawn  up.  The  Birmingham  petition  was,  in  efFefl,  :ii 
addrefs  for  peace ;  and  they  all  of  them  looked  upon  the 
prefent  laws  as  adequate  to  the  punifliment  of  the  exifling 
evil ;  though  not  one  man  in  a  thoufand,  who  figned  them, 
could  form  a  judgment  on  fuch  a  point.  A  great  philo-. 
fopher  faid,  that  the  utmoft  pcrfeclion  of  work  arofe  from 
the  divifion  of  labour.  Yet  in  that  moft  complicated  fcience, 
law,  particularly  political  law,  every  man  p:of>;flcd  to  be  an 
adept ;  and,  without  having  fo  much  as  fcvn  a  ftatute  book 
in  their  lives,  profefled  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  fubjed, 
as  if  they  could  obtain  it  by  infpiration.  If  they  would  look 
for  information  where  it  was  to  be  met,  they  would  find  that 
the  parliament  of  Henry  the  Fourth  enaded  rigorous  laws 
to  prevent  mifchievous  afifemblies ;  fo  did  the  parliaments  of 
of  Charles  the  Second,  and  George  the  Firft,  give  the 
magiftrates  that  power  to  difperfe  dan^^erous  aflemblics,  which 
wa^  given  by  the  prefcnc  Bill. 

Tney  ought,  undoubtedly,  Mr.  Abbot  faid,  to  attend  to 
the  reafons  ftatcd  in  the  petitions,  to  examine,  to  compare  and 
weigh  them  j  but  rcfleft  ng  upon  the  mode  of  their  attainment, 
to  ufe  their  own  difcretion  as  to  the  objed  they  profefled  10 
confider  ;  and  when  they  laid  their  hands  upon  the  ark  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  they  (hould  exercife  their  judgments 
agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  their  conlcience. 

The  bill  uequeftionably  had  derived  important  amendments 
from  the  comniueei   and,   had  not  one  amendment  beea 

madt 
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made,  he  (hould  ha\re  thought  it  ^is  duty  to  have'oppored  it. 
If  more  were  not  made  in  that  committee,  letthofe  anfwer  to 
the  country  who  had  deferted  their  duty,  by  abfenting  them-' 
felves,  when  the  coUe£live  wifdom  of  the  whnle  Houfe  was 
called  upon  to  co-operate  in  rendering  the  bill  efFedual  and 
adequate  to  its  end,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  little  objectiona- 
ble as  poffible  in  the  means  it  provided  for  its  attainment. •«— 
One  gentleman  left  tbem  becaufe  he  thought  th^  priirciple  of 
the  law  tyrannically  fevere  5  another  gentleman,  upon  whom 
the  title  of  the  public  fervant  had  been  conferred,  abandoned 
ibem  becaufe  he  thought  the  bill  too  bad  to  be  amended.  He, 
however,  had,  from  the  fuinefs  of  his  mind,  in  his  objedion 
to  the  meafure,  ftjted  one  circumftance  of  his  difliice,  and  an 
amendment  had  followed  it.  If  that  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  bad  condefcended  to  have  attended,  more  amelioration 
might  have  been  the  refult;  if,  therefore,  the  bill  was  lefs 
perfect  than  it  ought  to  be,  the  country  have  to  attribute  it 
to  the  condudl  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  abandoned  their 
duty  upon  the  (hallow  ground  of  playing  off  a  political 
oiaenouvre,  or  with  -a  paltry  view  to  embarrafs  a  rival  in 
politics. 

Some  gentlemen  had  chofen  to  ft  ate  it  as  a  matter  of  doubt, 
whether  if  the  law  paflcd  i:  would  be  obevedi  That  ought  to 
be,  well  looked  after.  In  Parliament,  the  idea^of  refiftance 
could  never  be  ftated  but  as  a  fpeculative  propoficion  ;  when, 
however,  it  went  forth  into  the  world,  the  confequences 
might  be  danj;erous.  A  wife  and  virtuous  legiflator,  who 
fat  in  the  laft  Parliament  of  Scotland,  had  faiJ/  that  every 
government  ought  to  think  refiftance  lawful  in  the  fubjefi, 
but  that  the  fubjedis  ought  not  to  think  it  lawful  in  them  to 
refift.  One  gentleman  had  ftated  that  theoretically,  which 
he  had  formerly  ftated  praClically  ;  a  fccond  (Mr.  Sheiidan) 
had  voluntarily  brought  forward  this  topic  of  refiftance;  and 
I  rejoice,  ((aid  Mr.  Abbot,)  that  he  has  given 'tis  a  comment, 
viz.  **  pafiive  obedience,"  an  expre/fion  which  correfponds 
with  that  of  a  diftinguiOied  name  in  this  country,  Home 
Tooke  :  who  treating  upon  the  fubjeS  of  lefiftance,  had  faid, 
**let  your,  refiftance  be  that  of  the  anvil  to  the  hammer/' 
Another  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  of  diftinguiftied 
talents  and  confiderable  weight,  had  faid,  that  if  thefe  laws 
were  ratified  by  the  Royal  fceptre,  and  the  petple  of  England 
ihould  afk  him  what  they  (hould  do?  he  would  fiiy,  that  it 
was  no  longer  a  matter  of  duty,  but  of  prndence,  whether  to 
pbey  or  to  refift.  It  was  remarkable,  within  a  few  hours 
after  that  declaration  had  been  made  within  thofe  walls,  the 
London  Correfponding    Society  printed    a  declaration  in 
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fimihr  terms,  which  was  all  but  laid  on  the  table  of  the  houfir. 
Mr.  Abbot  concluded  with  faying,  that  without  doubt  the/ 
were  told  this  in  aftyle  not  ambiguous,  and,  notwithftanding 
the  amendments  which  the  bill  had  undergone,  it  was  time 
to  demand  of  the  advocates  for  refiftance.  Whether,  when  thi* 
bill  was  figned,  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  was  to  be  unfurled  ? 
Be  that  as  it  might,  no  confideration  oug^ht  to  deter  the  houfc 
from  pcrfevcring  in  the  confcious  difcharge  of  its  duty. 

Mr.  Fox  fnid,  he  had  been  called  upon  in  a  very  polite  and 
civil,  but  at  the  fame  time  in  a  very  unparliamentary  manner, 
in  that  hoofe,  to  account  for  his  conduct.     The  honourable 
gentleman  niight  have  uken  notice  of  the  whole  that  he  had 
iLid  on  a  former  night.     He  would  then  have  afforded  him  an 
opportunity  of  re'nftating  hts  words,  if  they  had  been  milcon* 
ceived  ;  uponall  this  he  had  no  particular  complaint  to  make*; 
he  (hould  only  fay,  that  the  practice  of  attacking  a  member  of 
parliament  for  what  he  had  faid  on  foriner  occafions,  in  that 
general  manner,  was  wholly  new  in  thecourieof  parliamen- 
tary debates.    .That  any  individual  member,  (he  made  a  dif- 
ference between  fuch  a    charafter  and  a  member  of  hi« 
Majefty's  councils,)  (hould  be  called  thus  to  account,  was  very 
extraordinary  ;    and  what  the  honourable  gentleman,  when  he 
had  taken  more  pains  to  become  acquainted,  with  the  ufages 
cyf  the  houfe,  whatever  abilities  he  might  d;(play  in  his  fpcech, 
and  however,  politely  he  might  conduct  himfelf,  would  not 
he  was    perfuaded  frequently  praftice.     Indeed,  there  was 
hardly  a  pstft  of  the  fpeech  of  that  hon.  gentleman,  which, 
in  former  times,  would  have  been  fuffercd  to  t)e  delivered  in 
that  ^Houfe.      He  wiflied  to  know  whether  it  would  be  of 
advantage  to  the  proceedings  of  that  Houie,  that  the  fenciments 
of  each  individual,  and  every  part  of  his  parliamentary  con- 
duA,    were     to    be    the    fubjeSs   of  particular    aebatcs 
unlefs    part  of   that   condudl    was  fuch  as   called  for  the 
particular  cognizance  of  the  houfe  ?  He  knew  there  was  a 
Ipecies  of  artifice,  of  which  he  did  not  accufe  the  honourable 
gentleman,  to  call  on  individuals,   in   advancing  ftages  of 
debates  upon  a  bill,  to  explain  what  they  had  formerly  faid, 
and  this  was  done  with  a  view  of  making  it  impofr*l>le  tohavo 
a  fair  debate  at  laft.  This  he  had  experienced  more  than  once  % 
he  hoped,  however,  that  he  poflefled  a  temper  that  was  not  t^ 
be  dili:ompofcd  by  fuch  an  artifke,  at  the  fame  time  not  t» 
he  damped  by  any  fpecies  of  catechifm.     The  honourable 
gentleman  alked  him  queftions  with  regard,  not  only  to  ex* 
preiHons  iihich  he  had  ufed  on  a  former  d.ebate,  but  alfo  with 
/egard  tv>  his  former  conduct ;  an4  be  feemed  to  Inink  he  had 
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a  right  to  know  why  he  did  not  attend  the  committee  <>n  the 
prcfenc  bill  i  He  thought  be  had  told  that  honourable  gen- 
tleman and  the  houfe  already  his  reafon  for  his  non*attendance« 
He  would  repeat  it.  It  was  becaufe  the  principle  of  the  bill 
was  To  deteftable,  fo  rldiculoufly  vicious,  and  fo  dangerous 
to  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  that  he  believed  it  to  be 
impoiHbie  to  amend  it  to  any  good  purpofe.  He  did  not  wifh 
to  gild  a  pill  which  contained  poifon  in  its  eiTence.  He 
wiflied  to  fpeak  plainly  uponfu^h  a  fub}e£t ;  and  he  fcorned  to 
defend  himfelf  by  any  fpecies  of  garbled  explanation.  H^ 
believed  that  he  was  not  lingular,  nor  were  thofcwtth  whom 
be  acted  Angular,  in  abftaining  from  the  committee  upon  the 
VilU 

He  would  aflc  gentlemen  who  were  fo  willing  to  put  quoCr 
lions  to  him  upon  this  occafion,  nay,  he  would  afk  thofe  who 
were  the  moft  willing  to  defire  it,  but  who  did  not  choofe  to' 
come  forward  themfelves  with  fuch  catechifms,  whetl;)er  they 
bad  or  had  not,  attended  the  Committee  on*;  the  India  Bill 
which  he  fbrmerly  brought*  forward  in  that  Houle?  Whether 
they  had  attempted,  in  a  Convnittee,  to  gain  fomething  in  that 
Bill  for  the  Eaft  India  Company  ?  It  was  well  known  they 
declined  altogether  to  attend  that  Committee?  Why?  They 
ilated,  that  they  conceived  the  principle  of  the  Bill  (whether 
right  or  wrong,  was  another  queftion)  to  be  fo  bad,,  that 
they  would  npt  endeavour  to  amend  it  in  the  Committee. 
Let  him  afk  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  the .  majo- 
rity of  that  Houfe,  who  feemed  to  have  forgotten  the  con* 
du6l  of  the  minifter,  and  his  adherents,  upon  that  occafion, 
whether  they  would  not  then  have  blamed  him,  if  he  had  aik- 
ed  them  whether  they  did  not.  tiiink  that  their  country  would 
regard  them  as  afting  with  partiality  ?  whether  their  coi^n* 
try  would  think  them  honeft  by  declii^ing  to  attend  that 
Committee?  He  khew  the  anfwer  which*  would  have  been 
made  to  him  then. .  He  knew  he  fiiould  have  been  told  of  the 
influence  of  the  crown  upon  that  occafion.  He  knew  as  well 
the  nature  of  that  influence  at  the  prefent  moment.  He  knew 
how  perfons  could  be  prevailed  upon,  by  penfions,  by  douceurs^ 
and  by  promifes,  and  the  refore  he  did  not  wonder  that  (o  many 
gentlemen  (hould  take  part  with  minifters,  and  do  all  the/ 
could  to  pleafe  him,  by  accufing  him  (Mr.  Fox)  oi  a  neg}e<^ 
of  his  public  duty.  Such  (bifcs,  fuch  attempts,  to  attack 
him  in  his  condudi,  were,  however,  no  more  favourable  to 
their  honour  as  gentlemen,  than  to  their  underftandings  as 
men.  If  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  examples  of  precedents 
in  that  Hgufe^  he  was  not  ungrounded  in  bis  conduA  in.ab« 

fenting 
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feming  htiDfeif  from  the  Committee  Upon  this  BiH.  The  fao-^ 
D<>urab!e  gentleman  would  find  cafily,  ^s  he  was  a  man  of 
refe^rcb)  by  the  annuls  of  parliament  that  he  was  correA  ilk 
^vhst  he  was  then  ftacing.  It  wr)uid  be  found  to  have  been 
Cormeriy  the  common  practice  for  gentlemen,  who  difap- 
provtd  of  thf  principle  of  a  Bill,  nev^er  tp  attend  to  the  i^^ 
tail  of  it  in  a  Committee ;  nay,  it  iiad  been  prefcribed  to  thent 
si9'9.rule  of  the  Houfe,  never  to  attend  the  C<>mmittee  of  n 
Bill  ^fter  they  had  oppofed  its  principle;  and  abfolute  orders 
bad  been  made  to  enforce  that  rule*  The  rule,  however, 
bad  not,  of  late,  been  rigidly  obferved  ;  nor  did  he  himfelf 
wiHi  to  obferv^  it  in  every  tnUance ;  there  mi^ht,  indekd,  he 
cafe&  in  which  he  difapproved  of  the  principle  of  a  BiH^ 
»nd  yet  might  be  induced  to  attend  the  detail  of  it  in  a  Com« 
mitteei  But  then  Jt  muft  he  fuch  a  Bill  as  would  be  ca« 
pable  of  being  nu>4ified  by  amendment,  fo  as  poffibly  to  pro^' 
duce  Tome  good.  With  regard  to  the  prcfent  meafure,  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  no  amendment  whatever  could  make 
the  BUI  fafc^  wife,  juft,  or  in  any  fenfe  conftitcttional. 

With  refpeik  to  the  other  points,  which  the  honourabfe 
gentleman  had  Hated  againft  him^  and  on  which  he  had  been 
h>  much  cacechifed,  although  he  difapproved  of  fuch  ^  itlodd 
of  debate  altogether;  aS  a  perfonality,  it  did  him  no  injury^ 
becaufe  he  never  had  ttxpreiied  an  eypinion^  in  that  Houf**,  oi' 
9Ut  of  it,  which,  if  he  had  reafon  to  alter,  he  waa  not  feadf 
to  retrad  $  or  to  which,  if  he  ftill  continued  in  the  famd 
opinion,  he  was  not  willing  to  iidhere.  The  honoi^rable  gen* 
tleman  bad  faid,  that  he  had  explained  away  at  one  time, 
what  he  had  &id  at  another.  He  would  aflc  that  gentlemany 
Wbrther  this  were  a  fair  charge,  whether  it.  was  corrcd  in 
Mint  of  h&,  whether  it  was  candid  in  point  of  inferetice  t 
That  honounible  gentleman  had  ftated  certain  words  of  hi«] 
but  had  omitted  io  accompany  thofe  words  with  the  reafon 
vvhich  followed  them*  The  honourable  gentleman  had  char^;^. 
ed  him  with  dating  a  certain  dpitrtne,  to  which  he  was  ihW 
t«ady  to  adhere  i  the  honourable  gentleman,  however,  had 
iMnitted  to  accompany  that  dodrine  with  the  application  of  it. 
He  would  aik  that  honourable  gentleman^  was  \x  in  reality 
to  the  doilrine,  or  the  application  of  it,  that  he  objected  i  He 
thought  a  juft  man,  a  candid  man^  or  a  wife  man,  would  have 
endeavoured  to  underftand  the  dtitmdion  between  a  do<^)rtne 
jn  itfejf  dryly  laid  dowoj  and  th«  a|fplicaiion  of  that  doarine. 
This  applied  to  what  he  had  formerly  faid,  when  he  had  ftated 
what  h  wjte  that  would  juftify  refiftan^e  on  the  part  of  the  poo- 
f^.f  *l\  ^=W"^y-  He  never  faid  any  thing  upon  that  ^opick 
Vol,  U.  1795.  Cc  ^  "^  wTicii' 
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which  he  .was  not  prepared  to  defend ;  and  what  he  had  af- 
ferted  from  principle,  he  would  fcorn  to  explain  ^way  from* 
caution.  He'  was  ready,  therefore,  to  repeat  the  doc- 
trine he  had  ftated  to  its  fiill  exxnt,  and  he  would  repeat,  that 
neither  Lords  nor  Commons,  nor  King,  no  nor  the  whole 
legiflature  together,  wete  to  be  confidered  as  pofleffing  the 
power  to  enflave  the  people  of  this  country;  they  might  fepa- 
rately  or  united  do  fuch  a6h  as  might  jaiftify  refiftance  fro^ii 
the  people.  Was  this  dodrine  falfe  ?  Was  it  neceflary  to 
urge  any  argument  to  fup port  its  truth  ?  It  was  a  dt>drine 
which  he  had  learnt  from  hi$  ea^ly  youth.  He  had  learnt  it 
fiom  Locke,  from  Sidney,  from  liie  late  Srr  George  Saville, 
from  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  from  almoft  every  great 
and  venerable  authority  that  the  annals  of  the  country  could 
boaft.  Had  he  any  fear  upon  uttering  this  doSrine?  Yes;; 
one  fear  he  confefled  he  had,  and  that  was,  left  fome  perfonsr 
might  imagine  that  he  was  too  puiillanimous  to  maintain  this* 
dodrine  without  referring  to  authority',  to  fupport  it,  and  that 
he  might  be  confidered  as  a  flave  to  authority.  To  avoid  thisy 
he  would  ftate,  at  once,  that,  if  there  was  no  authority  to 
(upport  it,  he  would  maintain  it  by  himfelf.  He  was  not 
iingulaf,  however,  in  that  opfnion ;  for  he  believed  that  every 
^an^  who  really  valued  the  principles  of  our  cpnftitution,  en* 
tertained  the  fame  fentiment ;  and  this  had  been  eloquently 
cxpreiled  in  a  celebrated  fermon,  by  a  Reverend  Prelate,  the 
prefent  Biibop  of  LandafF. 

.  Mr,  Fox  faid  he  himielf  had  no  idea  of  that  fpecies  of  om- 
nipotence  in  the  whole  legiflature  o(  the  country,  as  to  fup* 
pofe  that  it  could  not  fo  condud  itibif  as  to  juftify  the  refift- 
ance of  the  people.  It  was  more  neceflary  than  ever  to  main- 
tain this  do<97ine ;  fince  it  had  of  late  become  the  fafliion  in 
that  Houfe  to  refer  to  precedents  in  the  flavifli  reign  of  the 
Stuarts.  It  feemed  fome  gentlemen  were  extremely  fond  of 
reviving  dodrinf  s  that  were  popuhr  in  thofe  abjed  times* 
Many  men,.€>f  flender  talents,  had  been  encouraged  by  the 
countenance  whtch  that  eloquent  man,  and  great  genius,  Mr* 
Burke,  had  lately  been  fuppofed  to  give  them*  ile  lamented 
that  talents  fo  brilliant  mould  have  been  fo  employed ;  they 
had  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  render  odious  principles 
palatable.  He  trufted,  however,  that  the  ipirit,  the  energy, 
the  vigour  of  the  Englifli  charader,  was  not  to  be  depreiied  ; 
and  that  there  would  bQ|  always  found  in  the  country  men 
bjold  enough  to  aflert,  aye,  and  to  maintain  al2b,  that  King, 
I^ords,  and  Commons,  uniting  to  compofe  a  legiflature, 
might  focondu£l  themfelves  as  to  juftify  refiftance  on  the  part 

of 
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of  the  people.  Did  any  man  fay,  or  would  any  man  main- 
tain char  they  were  fo  omnipotent,  that  nothing  which  they 
did  could  juftify  the  refiftance  of  the  people?  He  believed 
there  was  not  one,  amongft  the  moft  bafe,  contemptible,  and 
fervile,  of  manlcind,  who  was  yet  prepared  to  ftate,  that  the 
people  could  in  no  caie  be  ju(t4lied  in  refiftance,  even  to  the 
whole  legiflature. 

He  came  next' to  the  application  of  this  dextrine,  which^ 
for  fome  ftrance  reafon  or  other,  thofe  gentlemen,  whoac- 
cufed  him,  had  totally  omitted  u^  the  comfe  of  the  Jatc  Re- 
bates. In  referrine  to  that,  the  Houfe  would  do  him  the  juf- 
tice  to  recollect,  mat,  when  he  fpoke'  of  refiftance,  he  did 
-AOt  fpeak  of  a£lual  refiftance,  or  the  propriety  of  it  at  the 
4>refent  time ;  he  only  ftated  it  as  an  argument,  to  (hew  that  it 
might  be  juft  ;  and  he  obferved,  that  it  6ughc  to  be  conftdered 
attentively  by  that  Houle,  when  they  were  paffing  a  Bill, 
which,  if  all  its  provifions  were  enforced,  after  the  declared 
ienfe  of  the  majority  of  the  people  was  agaitift  it,  might  pro* 
voke  that  refiftance;  be  was  fure  that  Che  Houfe  would  alfo 
do  him  the  juftice  to  refle£l,  that  he  urged  it  as  an  advice  to 
<h€  governors,  not  an  incitement  to  the  governed.  Let  genr 
tiemen,  then,  not  miftake  his  «|i^ords,  or  theimeaning  of  them, 
nor  mifreprefent  them  again.  He  waf  not,  he  faid,  furprized 
at  the  mifreprcfentation  that  had  taken  place ;  (uice  the  fame 
^hing  had  happened  with  regard  to  the  words  of  his  honourt- 
able  friends  upon  the  fame  iubjedl,  and  particularly  thofe  of 
his  honourable  friend  Mrl  Sheridan,  who  bad  been  accufed 
Aat  night  of  having  recommended  paffive  refiftance.  In  that 
4:afe,  he  muft  declare,  his  honourable  friend  had  been  very 
unfairly  treated.  He  had  not  recommended  reftflance,  either 
paffive  .or  adiive^  he  had  more  than  once  or  twice,  in  difcuf- 
^ng  the  fubjed  of  reCftance,  ftated,  that  if  there  ihould  be 
any  perfons  determined  to  make  refiftance,  the  mode  he 
ihould  recommend  them  to  adopt  woidd  be  that  of  a  paffive 
nature.  That,  however,  as  well  as  other  expreilions,  had 
iieen  taken  without  the  qualifications  by  which  they  a  ere 
accompanied,  which  marked  too  plainly  the  fort  of  candour 
4iiat  was  (hewn  icf  hltlifelf  and  his  bon.  friends,  l^o  deny 
xh\^  he  would  aflign  as  a  talk  to  the  advocates  of  the  prefeot 
Bill  I  a  Bill  which,  it.  was  evident,  they  tbemfelves  did  not 
yet  underftand  in  its  full  extent.:  |]e  was  nut,  at  that  mo- 
ment, nor  had  he'  ever  been,  a  very  correct  meafurer  of  his 
words ',  but  he  thought  he  had  ftated,  on  a  former  night,  that 
which  could  not  be  eafily  mifunderflood ;  it  was,  in  general 
terms,  that,  if  the  Bill  pafted  into  a  law,  the  conduiSt  of  the 
C  c  2  people 


people  might  be  regokted  by  a  point  of  prudence.  If  it  was 
palfcd  againft  the  gerteral  ftnfe  of  tftc  ccAjhrry,  «nd  if  thfc  BiH 
was  executed  to  the  full  extent  of  its  then  proVifior  s,  th^t  re-* 
iiflance  would  not  be  a  queftion  of  rttoral  du^y^  but  of  pru* 
'dence.  He  w^s  that  night  (ifked  a  qutft  on  upon  that,  ^)d 
•be  bad  roa<|e  his  anfwer  ih  the  iamc  words,  if  thefc  were 
not  his  words,  ho  was  indeed  much  miflakcn;  he  was  (xxtt 
he  meant  to  utter  them,  and  he  believed  be  did*.  Horoura- 
•ble  gentlemen  had  however  forgotiert,  or'fetmeti  to  forger, 
•that  the  fubjeft  had  before  Iv^en  arft ply  debated,  and  that  his 
honottlable  friends  had  drftindiy  fiated  for  thcmfdvcs  the  fumt 
words.  They  had  faki,  that  if  the  gentlemen  or:  the  other 
irdc  admittid  the  do(9rinc  to  be  true,  that,  in  taking  away  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  country, 
what  he  had  iftated  as  dn  opinion  upon  that  fabject  was  nor- 
thing more  than  a  ncceffary  inference  from  that  do^rinCk 
What  then  conftitwtcd  the  differeirce  between  him  and  thofc 
•whp  dt-nied  that  inference^  but  thtif  iUffcrence  of  Opinions 
•upon  the  principles  of  the  Bill  ?  They  who  thought  the  Bill 
•not  innocent  only,  but  falutary  alfo,  muft  a<ft  very  differently 
•from  him.  He  had  endeavoured,  by  argunTttit^  to  prove  that 
rtbe  Bill  did  not  mcrciy  tend  to  deitroy  the  outworks^  or  at- 
tack the  guards,  of  the  conftitution,  buta^iually  attacked  the 
-vital  parts,  and  tended  to  deftroy  the  comer  floncand  founda«. 
^-ioit  of  Briti(h  libcriy.  He  had  not  merely  llated,  but  alfo 
argued  that  opinion.  Hi;  had  not  convinced  the  Houfe,  he 
•had  not  power  to  convince  it;  but  as  he  had  long  ago  con- 
vinced himfelf,  it  was  his  duty  to  exprefs  that  convidio'h. 
He  thought  that  his  duty  at  alt  times,  more  e(ptcially  at  the 
prefmt  time  ;  as  he  faw,  and  was  forry  to  f?e,  a  fpirit  of  de* 
•ipotifni  in  minifters  encouraged  by  that  Hottfe,  and  whidi 
'teiided  to  deface  and  remove  the  very  veftige  of  lil)€rty  in  the 
'^untry*  1  hen  he  would  fay  again,  that  if  fuch  meafures 
•were  pcrfifted  in  againft  the  decided  voice  of  the  majority  of 
the  people,  the  queftion  of  refiftance  muft  ultimately  be,  not 
a  qudH(4i  of  moral  duty,  but  of  prudence.  He  woulxi  not 
•fay  of  morality  or  of  prudence  only,  but  of  juftice  alfo.  Iii 
talking  of  renftance^  however,  he  muft  again  obfrrvc,  he 
could  not  recommend  it;  for  prudence,  in  his  opinion,  dic- 
tatc:d  qutemefs  to  mankind  under  many  fevere  oppreflions. 
There  was  a  maxim  from  a  celebrated  charadter  of  antiquity, 
<of  which  he  was  /onder  at  this  time  than  when  the  ardour  of 
youth  had  greater  influence  on  his  paffions«  The  more  he 
thought)  the  more  he  was  convinced  of  the  philofophy  of  thap 
'  maxim,  Ini^piffimatfi  patent  ju/Uffim  biih  itHUjer$,  Thaj[ 
-        .  appeared 
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appeared  to  him  to  be  <Hie  of  the  wScft  fajfiags  oF  that  wift ' 
man,  sod  it  cxpreiTed  bis  opinion  vpoa  the  point  of  prudence 
ill  thefe  cafe^.  He  mud  alio  fay,  if  the  people  of  this  coua« 
try,  who  felt  that  thry  were  called  by  Providence  into  a  free 
iiare,  (hould  revolt  at  dich  a  raeafiire  as  the  prefent  Bill,  he 
Aiould  not  wonder  at  it*  If  they  faw  a  coiifpiracy  againft 
that  liberty  which  made  them  happy,  a  confpiracy,  proved^ 
as  it  was,  by  the  Bill ;  fur  the  Bill  repealed  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
and  reduced  Engti&men  to  the  cbaradkr  of  flaves)  hefliouM 
not  wonder  if  they  refented  it*  I(  liierefore,  regarcflefs  of 
the  maxim  which  he  had  joft  quoted^  the  people  of  Englatfd 
fhould  be  fo  unwifie  as  to  commit  9&%  of  reiiftance,  niini- 
fters  might  condemn  them,  parliament  might  oeademn  them, 
the  law  might  condemn  them,  prudence  might  condemn  them, 
but  he  believed  no  good  man  codd  ever  accufe  them  of  mom 
guilt. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  tooccufe'hini 
roundly  for  fentimenrs  which  he  had  uttered  on  a  former  night» 
41  nd  which  he  then. repeated.  He  woald  aflc  that  honourable 
gentleman  if  he  approved  of  the  names  of  Sydney  and  RulTellf 
Were  they  dear  to  tf^at  honouable  gentleman?  ^*  Dear  to  me 
they  are,  (faid  Mr.  Foxj)  dear  is  their  very  name ;  dear  to 
this  country  are  thedefcendants  of  the  illuftrious  Rufleli.  I 
fee  the  fpjrit  of  that  great  man  this  day  animatkig  his  ddcend- 
atit;  I  fee  a  man  of  high  rank,  fplendid  talents,  and  {>atriotic 
virtue,  emulating  the  virtue  of  his  anqeftor:  i  admire  his 
principles,  thev  adorn  his  character,  and  1  hope  will  be  re* 
warded  with  glory.  I  fay  he  emulates  the  virtuous  principles 
<of  his  anceftor.  Perhaps,  fome  people  in  this  country  wifli 
ht  may  (hare  his  fatej  I  have  no  fuch  wifh ;  but  I  have  hopes, 
when  I  fee  the  defcendant  of  the  illuftrious  Ruflell  poilefs  the 
fprrit,  the  patriotifm,  the  fortitude,  and  perfeverance,  of  his 
anceftor,  that  he  will  be  rewarded  in  like  manner  by  the  af- 
fections of  an  admiring  people.  Why  do  we  admire  the 
£reat  chara^lers  of  Ruiiell  and  Sydney  ?  W^s  it  becaufe  they. 
were  unjuftly  condemned  ?  Certainly  they  weretinjuftly  con^- 
demned,  for  they  were  condemned  iliegaliy,  on  deiedtive  evi« 
denoe,  and  againft  law.  Although  they  were  thus  condemned, 
is  th<!re  a  man  this  day  who  has  read  their  hiftory,  who  does 
not  believe  they  had  in  contemplation  a  refiftance  to  the  prince 
then  upon  the  throne?  Why  do  we  admire  them  dien?  The 
Ample  inJHftice  of  their  ckecution  could  have  refleded  dif« 
grace,  only  upon  their  accufers,  and  their  judges.  No;  it  was 
becauie  we  know  they  had  that  refiftance  in  contemplation) 
that  they  ^^re  determindd  to  refift  prii.cipies  which  then  pre- 
vailed | 
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vailed ;  principles  which  were  odious  to  the  people  of  this 
coiintryt  much  too  nearljr  reTembling  fome  modern  dofh-ines 
among  ourfelves:  they  found  the  law  infufficient,  and  they 
endeavoured  to  bring  about  a  revolution  favourable  to  the 
liberties  and  rights  of  Engltfhmen;  and  if  this  be  the  caufe 
at  pre&nty  tiie'queftion  becomes  ftill  nothing  but  a  queftion 
of  the  application  of  the  fame  principle.  Thefe  are  the  rea- 
fons  why  we -admire  the  charaders  of  thefe  great  men,  and 
admired  they  will'  be  while  a  fpark  of  liberty  animates  the  bo- 
fom  of  an  Englilhman/'  Thefe  were  his  lentiments;  he 
woufd  maintain  them  to  the  hour  of  his  death.  If  others, 
who  heard  him,  d*lJ  not  approve  of  them,  let  them  ufe  what 
arts  they  pleafed  to  blacken  him  in  the  opinion  of  his  coun- 
trymen; he  would  ftill  perfevere;  he  knew  he  had  pronounced 
principles,  independent  of  which  liis  prefent  Majefty  never 
Could  have  been  placed  upon  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
He  wilked  it  again  to  be  underftood,  that  be  did  not  mean  to 
ihelter  himfelf  under  the  authority  of  names,  he  fpoke  them 
for  himfelf;  but  he  could  not  here  help  referring  to  the  vene- 
rable Earl  of  Chatham's  fpeech  on  the  American  war.  That 
great  ftatefinan  had  faid,  ^^  that  he  rejoiced  the  Americans  had 
refuted."  A  noblefentimeot;  and  althbugh  be  differed  oa 
other  points  from  that  illufirious  man,  he  would  fay^  that  in 
that  event  he  rejoiced  alfo ;  confidering  the  point  which  was 
tbenat  iiTue  between  America  and  this  country,  he  hau  rather 
that  America  ihould  be  independent  of  Great  Britain,  than 
that,  by  the  meanneft  of  her  fervitude,  (he  (hould  have  in- 
feded  this  country  by  the  biifeneis  of  her  own  flavery.  Upon 
that  occafion  Lord  Chatham  had  faid,  in  bis  own  peculiarly 
emphatic  ftrain,  ^^  rather  than  flavery  ihould  be  eilabliihed, 
let  difcord  reign  for  ever;?'  and  ^^  old  as  he  was,  he  wiflied 
to  fee  the  queftion  tried  between  government  and  the  people." 
The  phrafe  was,  perhaps,  a  little  harih,  but  the  principle  was 
excellent.  He  was  fure  he  had  heard  (imilar  fentiments  from 
the  late  Sir  George  Saville.  After  all,  he  would  beg  le^ve  to 
fay,  that,  of  all  the  attacks  to  which  he  knew  he  was  ex- 
pofed,  there  was  but  one  he  feared;  that  of  incurring  the 
contempt  of  pufillanimity.  He  muft  therefore  again  fay,  that, 
from  the  courfe  of  his  education,  from  the  difpofition  of  his 
mind,  and  from  the  principles  he  had  uniformly  maintained  in 
that  Houfe,  and  out  of  it,  he  ihould  be  a  fool  if  he  did  not 
believe  thefe  principles  to  be  true^  and  a  coward  if  he  did  not 
profefs  them.    , 

I'he  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  attack  upon  hrm,  had" 
iniiimated,  that  be  b^d  declined  attending  the  committeci  in 

order 
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order  to  gain  a  triumph  over  his. rivals,  in  vfhsit  way  did  he 
mean  ?  What  triumph  did  he  fuppoTe  was  expedled  by  him  ? 
That  the  prefent  meaftire  (hould  gn  into  the  country  without 
his  lending  a  hand  to  improve  it  r  He  pleaded  guilty  to  that 
accufation  ;  as  the  meafure  could  not  be  modified,  <b  as  to 
be  tolerable  to  a  people  poflefling  an^  fenfe  of  freedom,  he 
reaHy  wi(hed  it  to  appear  before  them  tn  all  \U  native  uglinfcla 
and  original  deformity. 

Mr.  rox  next  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  the  arguments 
of  a  learned  gentleman,  (Mr.  Hardinge).  That  learned 
gentleman  had  ftated^  that  the  Bill  was  not  only  intended  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  certain  meetings,  in  as  much  as  they 
were  feditious,  but  alfo  to  check  argumentative  and  difpaf> 
fionate  reafoning  in  fuch  focieties  where  government  was  at* 
tempted  to  be  reviled ;  fo  that,  in  point  of  fad),  the  Bill  wasi 
intended  to  prevent  all  reafonings,  however  difpaffionate,  and 
however  correi^,  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  reprefentatton  oC 
the  people  in  that  Houfe.  If,  for  inftance,  he  fliould  him* 
felf  dwell  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  reprefenution  for  Old  Sa* 
rum,  without  paffion,  and  without  violence,  in  any  aflem-^ 
bly,  except  in  that  Houfe,  a  magiftrate  was  to  have  tne  power 
to  take  hini  up,  and  to  diflblve  the  meeting ;  and  if,  after  a 
certain  time,  a  number  of  perfons  (hould  ftay  td  hear  l^im, 
the  magiftrate  was  empowered  to  employ  the  military  to  mur* 
<ier  them.  That  muft  be  the  cafe,  and  the  learned  gendemaa 
had  put  the  ifltie  upon  fair  grounds.  How  could  it  be  other- 
wife  i  becaufe  the  nfhole  muft  depend  on  the  fieeling  of  aa 
individual  magiftrate.  That  would  create  endtefs  ftrife,  even* 
amonjp  magiftrates  themfelves.  He  had  received  a  letter  front 
a  moft  refpedable  magiftrate,. who  held  that  office  much  to 
his  honour,  and  the  benefit  of  the  place  in  which  he  refided, 
in  which  he  exprefled  his  terror  at  thefe  Rills.  Heretofore,) 
men  of  diflerent  political  prindples  had  held  the  offices  of 
magiftrates  together,  and,  forgetting  all  private  opinions  on 
politics,  had  united  in  confulting  the  inter  efts  of  the  poor, 
and  in  forming  plans  for  their  relief;  whereas  hereafter  they 
would  be  forced  to  depart  from  their  civil  capacities  to  decide 
controverfies  between  Mr.  ^urke  and  Mr.  Paine.  In  fliort,. 
it  would  be  fimply  impoffible  for  two  men,  diffeting  in  their 
political  fentiments,  however  honeft,  however  expert,  how* 
ever  ufeful  in  their  office  they  might  be,  to  be  in  the  fame 
magiftracy.  They  were  direded  by  this  bill  to  check  the  pror 
grefs  of  (edition  in  popular  meetings.  How  was  it  likely 
ffaey  (houl^,  for  any  length  of  time,  agree  upon  the  propriety 

of 


ao»   WOQDFALt*S  PAHUAMBNTAjiy  REPORTS*         ICommovi^ 

of  ipterfering  their  authoritj,  unleft  diey  wero  all  of  one 
opinion  f 

In  the  coarfe  of  debates  upon  this  fubjotSV,  it  had  been  taken 
for  granted,  that  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  was  a  proof  of  the 
oljefi  of  it.  That  was  a  curious  way  of  taking  a  point  for 
granted;  it  never  could  be  taken  as  a  thing  that  was  true  of 
courfei  and  he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  true  in  this  inftanee. 
The  preamble  of  the  Bill  talked  of  feditious  meetings*  A 
learned  gentleman  had  fatd,  that  ats  to  the  intention  of  thefe 
meetings^  he  had  evaded  the  queftion.  That  learned  gentle- 
man had  aiked  what  theft  ficietUs  are  ?  A  pretty  compre* 
henfive  phrafe  :  Correfpondii^  and  other  focieties.  He  had 
tuA  that, .  on  a  former  occaiion,  fome  of  them  meant  one 
thing,  and  fome  another.  The  learned  gentleman  bad  faid 
that  was  Strut's  anfwer.  He  really  did  not  care  whether  it 
was  Scrub's  anfwer,  or  the  anfwer  of  any  other  perfon,  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  only  good  anfwer  which  a  mao 
of  commoa  fenfe  could  make :  where  there  were  a  great 
number  of  men,*  there  muft  be  a  variety  of  fer«timents^  and 
Upon  that  he  muft  refer  to  the  obfervations  already  made  by 
his  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Sheridan).  The  general  prin- 
ciple of  every  fociety  he  took  to  be  that  which  it  profeiTed, 
He  knew  it  might  be  (aid,  that  the  language  which  was  held 
forth  on  behalf  of  thefe  focieties  was  moderated  in  confe-> 
quence  of  the  courfe  which  parliament  was  then  taking. 
He  defired  any  genUemat^  to  fliew  him  the  probability  of  4 
perfon  holding  forth,  in  a  very  large  popular  aflembly,  any 
do6lrine  that  was  not  agreeable  to  the  real  feelings  of  the 
mafs  of  that  fociety  ?  He  would  a(k  any  zentleman  to  give 
him  proof  that  the  proceedings  even  at  Copenhagen-houfe 
were  in  any  degree  feditious,  and  to  (hew  him  that  the  meet- 
ing there  bad  any  idea,  of  recommendii^  an  attack  upon  his 
Majefty?  The  petition  prefentsed  to  that  houfe  contained 
Ij^ntiments  of  a  different  nature.  He  would  afk  the  Attorney 
General  himfelf,  if  he  knew  of  any  proceedings  at  that  place 
which  called  upon  him  to  inftitute  a  profecution  ?  What  they 
had  done  upon  that  fubje£t  could  not  have  been  blamed  in  thd 
bad. reign  of  Charles  IL  whofe  ibameful  exampde  they  were 
at  this  time  (6  fond  of  fervilely  imitating. .  They  had  not 
{one  beyond  the  limits  which  were  then  prefcribed  to  thofe 
who  wi(hed  to  petition  the  king.  He  did  net  know  that  theie 
proceedings  opposed,  in  the  fligbteft  degree,  the  fentiments 
of-  thofe  who  cenfured  Jefferies  and  impeached  North.  H^ 
did  not  know  they  had  done  any  thing  illegal ;  and  he  coul4 
not  prefume  the  proceedings  were  fcditiou^  merely  be^ufd 
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it  was  b  infinuated  in  the  preamble  of  the  pre&nt  Bill.  He 
Ictiew  that  to  take  it  for  granted,  without  evidence,  was  con- 
trary even  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  flavifh  reign  of 
Charles  IL  and  diredtly  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  our 
conftitution.  Gentlemen,  when  they  talked  of  feditious 
meetings,  adopted  general  terms,  **  thefe  focieties,"  by 
which  they  converted  them  as  it  were,  into  a  f*pecies  of  body 
corporate  of  fedition.  Inftcad  of  xronfidering  them  as  a  body 
corporate,  he  confidered  them  juft  as  he  did  every  other 
large  body  of  men,  as  copfifting  of  fome  good  and  fome  bad 

?crfons.  The  mafs  of  that  body  he  confidered  to  be  good« 
uch  he  had  confidered,  and  had  more  than  once  ftated  to  be 
the  lx>dy  of  the  fociety  of  which  Mr.  Reeves  was  Prefident. 
He  knew,  indeed,  that  fome  of  the  publications  of  that  gen« 
tleman,  as  alfo  thofe  of  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  were  directly 
hoftile  to  the  beft  principles  of  our  conftitution,  and  that  they 
had  hetn  circulated  with  a'mifchievous  avidity;  he  was,' 
ncverthelefs,  willing  to  allow  that  the  mafs  of  that  fodciy 
were  what  they  profefied  to  be ;  namely,  friends  of  the  con- 
ititution  of  this  country,  as  confifting  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons.  Precifely  the  farne  did  he  think  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society.  By  the  way,  there  fell  into  his 
hands  very  lately  a  pamphlet  which  contained  much  admi« 
rable  reafoning ;  it  was  ftated  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  fupported  by  two  oppofite  characters,  the 
one  a  friend,  the  other  an  enemy,  to  the  London  Corref- 
ponding Society.  The  enemy  fays,  I  hate  the  fociety  be- 
caufe  it  has  for  its  otjedt  the  deftru£Hon  of  ail  monarchy. 
The  friend  fays,  have  you  found  any  thing  of  that  kind  in 
their  proceedings  i  No,  fays  the  other  ;  they  are  too  cunning 
to  pit>fefs  that.  What,  fays  the  friend  of  the  fociety,  were 
the  30,000  men  all  cunning  ?  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  fell  in  very 
much  with  this  fort  of  reafoning,  on  behalf  of  the  fociety, 
becaufe  he  beKevcd  it  was  very  difficult  to  colled  together  at 
any  time,  or  at  any  place,  30,000  cunning  men.     In  pro- 

S»fing  the  queftions  the  other  night  to  the  promoters  of  the 
ill,  as  to  their  opinions  up6n  the  efFed  it  was  likely  to  have 
upon  all  focieties,  Mr«  Fox  declared  he  had  not  done  fo, 
for  the  purpofe  of  endeavouring  to  amend  the  Bill,  but 
merely  to  get,  if  he  could,  at  the  opinion  of  its  authors  on  the 
probable  extent  of  it.  With  regard^ to  what  had  been  faid 
upon  the  general  opinion  of  the  public  upon  the  meafure,  he 
was  willing  to  allow  to  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  all  the  ad- 
vantage which  they  could  derive  from  a  full  contemplation  of 
diat  fubje£l.  He  believed  it  to  be,  in  the  true  fenfe  of  tiie 
Vox.  n.  1795,  D  d  phrafe, 
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phrafe,  as  clearly  againft  the  general  (enk  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  and  as  entirely  unpopular,  as  any  mcaiure  that, 
had  ever  been  brought  bWore  parliament.  T^at  he  was  fure 
would  be  evident  to  every  unpiejudiced  man  in  the  kingdom^ 
Upon  looking  at  the  nature  of  the  petitions  which  had  been 
prefented,  and  ftated  to  be  in  the  nature  of  approbation  of  the 
Bills,  fcarcely  one  of  which  diredlly  approved  of  them,  but 
prayed  generally  for  fuch  mcafures  as  the  wifdoin  of  pailia- 
ment  might  adopt,  and  were  fotmdcd  chiefly  on  an  idea  on 
which  there  could  fcarcely  be  two  opinions  in  the  country, 
namely,  that  of  congratulating  his^Majefty  on  his  fortunate 
eicapc  from  the  late  daring  outrage  upon  his  perfon. 

With  regard  to  the  general  topic,  that  the  prefent  were  fit 
times  for  tea>porary  reftriftlous  upon  popular  rights,  his 
opinion  was  dire<^ly  the  rcverfe.  He  thought  that  the  people 
of  the  country  were  more  enlightened  at  the  prefent  period 
than  ever  they  had  been,  and  that  they  could  be  moie  fafely. 
trufVed  with  liberty  than  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  part  of 
the  habitable  globe ;  bccaufe  the  better  they  underilood  the 
principles  of  liberty,  the  bett  t  ufe  would  they  make  of  them, 
and  confequently  the  more  and  more  might  and  ou^ht  they  to 
be  truftecf  with  liberty.  When  gentlemen  therefore  alked 
him  what'  meafure  he  would  adopt  to  prevent  confufioni  be 
would  anfwer,  *^  meet  the  evil  ;  reform  thofc  who  are  adverfe 
to  your  conftitution  by  reforming  its  abufes :  reform,  I  do  not 
fay  upon  what  i\'{U'm,  that  may  be  difcuITed  hereafter,  but 
reform  the  repreLjuation  of  the  people  m  this  houfe.  Keep 
your  word  with  the  publick ;  tell  them  they  may  fafely  truft 
in  your  promife;  proceed  immediately  to  the  abolition  of  that 
infernal  traffic  the  (lave  trade.  Shew  them  the  conflitution  of 
this  country  in  its  perfedion.  Shew  them  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  has  really  a  feeling  for  the  cpndition  of  the  people. 
While  you  are  fo  ready  to  check  the  exuberances  of  freedom, 
(hew  them  the  conftitution  of  £nglaod  in  its  true  beauty  ^ 
ihew  them  it  is  favourable  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  theiv 
your  enemies  will  be  fo  few  that  you  indeed  may  defpifc  them. 
Thefe,  then,  trc  the  points  by  which  you  will  prtfecve  the 
conflitution  of  this  country,  .  }  know  that  liberty  is  the 
greatefl  bleffing  that  mankind  can  enjoy,  and  peace  the  next; 
but,  from  the  experience  1  have  of  the.  human  character,  and 
particularly  of  the  peopje  of  England,  this  Bill  will  drive  the 
people  to  this  alternative:  they  will  feel  that  peace  and  liherty 
cannot  be  enjoyed  if  the  provifions  of  this  Bill  be  enforced. 
If  the  pfovifions  of  this  Bill  be  flill  obflinately  endeavoured  to 
be  carried  into  eiFc£^^  the  attempt  will  difgrace  our  govern- 
ment 
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ment.  I  know  that  fome  pcrfoiis  are  of  opinion,  that,  if  thit 
Bill  be  not  pafled,  government  will  be  difgraced ;  and  I  believQ 
that  fome  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  are  of  that  opinion, 
and  that  therefore  they  wifh  to  p.ifs  this  Bill ;  but  that  they  do 
not  intend  to  adl  upon  it.  I  think  that  would  be  next  ta 
throwing  out  the  Bill.  I^t  gentlemen catechi feme;  let  thtm 
fp^ead  papers  throughout  the  country,  ftating  me  as  an  enemy 
to  my  country;  let  them  blacken  me  as  much  as  they  pleafe; 
let  them  even  be  fucccfsful,  if  they  can,  in  their  endeavours  to 
make  me  odious  to  my  countrymen  ;  ftill  I  will  perfift  tn 
doing  my  duty  to  the  publick,  and  never  relinquifh  it  but  with 
my  life/  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  fuppofe,  than  any  efforts 
of  mine  have  contributed  much  to  the  fpirit  and  the  energy 
which  hai  been  manifcftcd  in  this  country,  I  fhould  bcDrou^ 
to  think  they  had ;  I  (hould  be  glad  to  learn  that  any  efjforts  of 
mine  had  contributed  to  awaken  my  countrymen  to  a  (tok  of 
the  value  of  their  own  freedom.  A  great  orator,  whofe  icktl 
has  frequently  been  dated  to  be  vanity,  has  faid^  Nok'h 
jusjurandum  juravi^  ne  quid  omitterem  ut  Repuhlica  denique 
Jatvafit»  That  is  far  from  being  my  opinion  of  myfelf :  but 
I  am  ambitious  to  preferve  the  liberties  of  my  country.  I 
have  therefore  oppofed  thefe  Bills  ;  and,  1  truft,  the  fpirit  of 
the  country  will  refent  them,  efpccially  as  they  are  avowedly 
only  part  of  what  was  originally  intended  by  minifters,  who 
have  brought  on  the  diftreflcs  of  this  country,  by  profccuting 
an  unjuft  war;  and  notwichftanding  their  arcifipes,  I  hope  we 
have  fpirit  enough  among  us  to  preferve  the  principles  of  our 
conftitution.  As  far  as  a  fmgle  individual  could  exert  himfelf 
upon  thatoccafion,  I  am  proui  of  the  part  which  I  have  con- 
tributed ;  and  nothing  gives  me  more  pleafure  and  fatisfadlion 
than  to  feel  that  a  vaft  majority  of  the  people  of  England 
a^ree  with  me  in  this  daring  attack  on  our  conftitution. 

Mr.  Hardinge  rofe  to  explain ;  he  faid  that  afenfe  of  honor 
to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  his  own  character,  made  it  necef* 
fary  for  him  to  refcue  his  words  form  the  perverfion  of  them  by 
the  right  honourable  getitleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  who  had 
accufed  him  of  a  defign  to  murder  the  people^  if  they  were  to 
infmuaU^  hy  way  of  argument^  a  defedt  in  the  exifting  Uoufe 
•of  Commons* 

He  would  re^^aflert  what  he  had  faid,  and  would  appeal  to 
every  man  of  honor,  if  it  was  any  thing  like  what  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  invenud^  for  the  purpofe  of  de* 
nouncing  him  as  a  viAim  of  popular  fury,  and  as  a  friend, 
chough  he  had  paid  him  the  compliment  of  telling  him  that  he 
had  put  the  argument  upon  a  manly  footing.    He  defirtd  no 

D  d  a  fuch 
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fuch  compliment  fo  accompanied,  and  he  repelled,  with  indig* 
nationj  Aich  torture  of  his  word^. 

He  had  faid,  that  if  inflammatory  and  feditious  language 
were  to  be  delivered  in  cold  blood,  and  without  external'Vio-^ 
lencc  or  tumult,  the  magiftratc  would  interfere  under  this 
a£t,  and  if  obftruded  in  the  arreft,  would  have  the  right  of 
difperfing  by  force,  if  no  other  means  could  be  found.  Thi& 
in  conftruing  the  a£t  was  good  law  and  policy  too.  He  would 
aflert  it  again  and  again,  A  word  more  for  explanation  alone  : 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  complained  of.  him 
for  ftating,  that  he  (Mr.  I* ox)  had  not  been  explicit  in  ad- 
mitting or  difputing  the  object  of  the  focieties,  though  he  had 
exprefly  and  recently  given  his  opinion  of  them ;  but  here 
again  he  had  been  mifreprefented ;  what  he  had  faid,  was  that 
Mr.  Fox  had  never  told  us  what  he  thought  of /i^yV  confpira^ 
cte^  which  parliament  had  called  high  treafon  j  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  records9  written  by  the  confpirators  themfelves>.  and 
as  the  ted  of  their  political  faith  againft  that  want  of  explicit 
and  fair  dealing  in  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends.  He  again  pro- 
tefted,  for  they  had,  thatvery  night,  left  the  point  as  dark  as 
ever  ;  though  Mr.  Hardinge  had  challenged  them  to  come 
into  the  field  upon  it,  efpecially  as  thofc  were  the  very  ob- 
teds  which  the  focieties  not  only  had  never  difclaimed,  but 
had  again  avowed,  by  declaring  in  general  terms,  thatJiiU 
their  ends  were  thefanu. 

Mr.  Fox  explained,  by  infifting,  that  the  general  impreflion 
on  his  mind  was,  that  on  any  ferious  or  argumentative  fpeech 
delivered  at  public  meetings,  the  magiftrate  was  fully  empow- 
ered to  obitru6t  the  proceedings;  and  that  the  honourable 
member  argued  thence,  that  on  rcfufing  to  obey  his  command, 
for  diflblving  the  meeting,  the  magiftrate  had  a  right,  if  he 
pleafed  to  difperfe  them  by  force. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  aflured  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  detain  them  by  enlarging  on  all  the  various  topics 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  advanced  in  the 
courfe  of  his  Ipecch.  The  very  able  manner  in  whicb  feve>- 
ral,  who  preceededhim,  had  treated  the  fubjefl  that  evening, 
rendered  a  particular  difquificion  on  his  part  unneceiTary;  to. 
no  one  however  had  he  been  more  indebted  than  to  the  ho- 
(U>urable  gentleman  (Mr.  Abbot)  on  the  fame  bench  with 
bim,  who  had  delivered  an  excellent  fpeech,  fraught  with  much 
good  fenie  and  information.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,, 
in  the  plenitude  of  his  panegyric,  could  not  help  confeffing 
kis  irritation  at  fome  interrogatories  which  had  been  made  by 

the 
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the  honourable  member.  In  a  ftrain  of  vehemeiit  declamation, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  exprcfled  his  wrath  at  the 
boldneis  of  the  learned  gentlemen  in  having  dared  to  catechlfc 
bim  on  his  parliamentary  comludl.  Witt)  all  deference,  how- 
ever, he\;i*ouId  venture  to  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  had  not  exceeded  the  iimus  of  difcrction. 

In  political  animadveriions^  the  candour  of  adverfc  parties 
was  commendable,  when  fully  convinced;  in  the  prefent  dif- 
cuffion,  the  rules  ofcandour  had,  however,  been  rigidly  adher-  • 
cd  to  on  one  fidcy  while  they  were  violated  on  that  of  the  other. 
The  right  honourable  gentlemen  had  wiihed'tocilaUill)  an  un- 
fair difiindlion  between  his  friends  and  his  majedy's  minifters  ; 
and  in  the  perplexing  art  of  catcchifing  or  challenging  a  man's 
condu4f>,  he  was  eager  to  involve  the  latter  in  difficulties  to 
which  be  thought  the  former  were  by  no  means  entitled. 
This  was  certainly  a  mode  of  reafoning  which  no  man  a(ftuated 
by  the  impulfe  of  plain  dealing,  would  fan£tion.  Why  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  illuftrious  friends  were  to  be  ex- 
empted from  the  fort  of  political  catechifm  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  tbQught  better  adapted  to  his  majefty's 
minifters,  he  would  not  prefume  to  determine.  As  public  men 
they  were  all  liable  to  animadverfion  i  if  there  could  be  a  dif« 
ference,  he  thought  that  the  one  party  was,  from  official  fitua- 
tioh,  in  a  more  delicate  fvtuation  than  their  opponents,  conf6- 
quently  a  greater  latitude  ought  to  be  allowed  for  their  con- 
dud.  Between  the  learned  gentleman  and  him&lf,  there  was, 
howevei:,  (bme  diiFerence  of  opinion.  The  learned  gentleman 
had  regretted  and  cenfured  the  abfence  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  and  bis  friends  when  the  bills  were  in  the  committee^ 
becaufe  he  concluded  that  foiiie  emendations  mig;ht  have  been 
propofed  by  them,  which  would  have  rendered  die  Bills  more 
acceptable  to  the  country  at  large.  Inflead,  however,  of  con- 
demning the  oppofition  for  their  abfence,  he,  for  his  j)art,  be- 
lieved that  they  defcrved  commendation.  The  learned  gen- 
tleman had  expreiTed  other  and  different  fentiments ;  but  he 
affured  him,  and  the  Houfe,  that  neither  he  or  his  colleagues 
in  office  felt  any  caufe  of  regret  on  the  occafion  ;  and  that  the 
abfence  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite,  at  the 
particular  ftate  of  the  Bill  alluded  to,  was  the  only  laudable 
part  of  his  condu<Si.  So  far,  therefore,  was  he  from  complaining 
on  that  account,  that  he  was  glad  of  that  opportunity  of  ex« 
preffing  his  praife ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf,  that  whenever  op-  ' 
pofition  adopted  a  fimilar  condu^,  and  thus  expedited  thp  na« 
tipiial  bufinefs,  he  would    always,   with    chearfulnefs    and 

promptitudr> 
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promptitude,  beftow  on  them  that  degree  of  panegyric  to 
which  they  were  (o  juftly  entitled. 

Another  topic  had  been  introduced  which  he  believed,  had 
contributed  in  no  fmall  degree  to  excite  thtit  irritation  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  confefTed,  and  which  if  he 
had  not  confefled  it,  it  was  evident  he  laboured  under ',  he 
meant  the  do£trine  of  refiftance,  which  the  right  hohoura* 
ble  gentleman  had  advanced  on  a  former  night.  Upon 
that  point,  his  faying  a  word  might  be  queftioned,  bs  he  was 
abfent  all  the  time ;  but  if  he  might  truft  the  report  he  had  feen 
of  the  words,a  report  given  by  the  avowe^f  and  a£tive  friends  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  not  extraordinary,  that 
the  fentiment  had  excited  the  furprize  of  the  Houfc,  and  he  be-  ' 
Ii«:ved,  he  might  fafely  add  the  indignation  of  the  country.  If 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  juftify  his 
cxpreffions  by  a  reference  to  the  period  of  the  revolution,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  dodrine  of  refiftance,  as  then  applied, 
militated  againft  his  argument.  ( )ur  tmceftors  adopted  it  not 
particularly  in  oppofition  to  the  government  for  the  time  being, 
but  in  oppofition  to  the  king  himfelf,  whole  a^Slions  had  ren- 
dered him  obnoxious  to  his  people,  and  ftimulated  them  to  the 
refiftance  of  his  power.  The  prefent  cafe  was  not,  there- 
fore, applicable  to  the  revolution,  becaufe  the  caufes  and  ef- 
fedts  were  totally  diifimilar.  Even  if  the  analogy  had  been 
well  founded,  he  begged  gentlemen  fcrioufly  to  reflefl  on  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  propagating  fuch  doarines  at  thiR  par- 
ticular crifis.  The  minds  of  men  were  fufficiently  inflamed 
without  the  aid  of  fuch  mifchievous  dod^rines,  dodrines  the 
fnore  mifchievous,  as  they  were  broached  by  perfons  of  confi- 
derable  weight  in  the  country,  and  broached  in  parliament, 
which  necclTariJy  added  to  their  influence,  and  efFeft.  Jf  thofe 
ivho  efpoufed  the  dodirinc  of  refiftance  to  the  government,  at- 
tempted U)  vindicate  themfelves  by  a  reference  to  the  condudt 
of  thofe  who  had  been  immortalized  on  account  of  their  oppo- 
fition to  flavery  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  it  would  alfo  be 
found,  that  the  analogy,  in  this  inftance,  bore  no  fort  of  refem- 
blance.     The  illuftrious  patriots  alluded  to  had  never,  like  the 

} patriots  of  more  modern  days,  inftigated  a  revolt  againft  the 
cgiflntuie.  For  (he  fake  of  argument,  a  cafe  had  been  ftated 
by  die  righc  honourable  gentleman,  wh<cl^  was,  in  fome  degree, 
fallacious,  at  any  rate  it  was  an  extreme  cafe.  The  right  ho- 
noural  Ic  gentleman  had  afkcd,  whether  if  king,  lords,  and  com«» 
inonv,  were  combined  againft  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
it  would  not  juftify  refiftance  ?  There  could  be  no  difficulty 
in  anfwering  that  queftion.     Upon  the  true  ftaicment  of  it,  ft 

refolved. 
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refolved  itfelf.  Were  iuch  a  combination  to  take  place,  there 
was  at  once  an  end  to  the  government  as  well  as  to  the  con- 
flitution.  If  refiftance  at  fuch  a  crifis  were  adopted,  the  peo- 
ple would  appear  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  king;,  lord$,  and 
commons,  on  the  orher  ;  that  would  certainly  be  a  coftitutio-- 
nal  act  of  refiilance  ;  and  an  a(£t  of  refillance  not  to  be  quef** 
tioned,  provided  the  three  branches  of  the  kgiflature  haji  fo  far 
violated  the  confidence  repofed  in  them  as  to  render  the  Fcfift- 
9nce  of  the  people  abfolutely  necc/Tary.  Grounding  an  argu- 
ment on  a  cafe  which  could  hardly  exifl,  was,  Ijowever,  fa 
felf  evident  an  ab  urdity  that  be  would  not  waile  words  in 
afFecling  to  deign  jt  an  anfwer.  He  would  only  put  it  to  the 
good  fenfe  of  ,tlie  right  honourable  gentlemen,  whether  he 
really  thought  it  conHftent  with  policy  or  even  humanity  ta 
hold  fuch  language  to  the  people  ? 

An  attempt  to  propagate  doctrines  fubverfive  of  the  conftitu* 
tion  muft,  at  all  times,  demand  his  utmoil  indignation*  Whca 
he  ferioufly  refletSted  on  the  bold  avowal  of  fuch  fentiments,  he 
thought  it|  the  duty  of  every  one  to  check  their  farther  pro- 
grefs :  and  he  fubmitted  it  for  the  confideration  of  gentlemen, 
whether  the  recommendation  of  fuch  dodirines  was  or  was 
not  a  proper  parliamentary  language,  or  a  language  fit  to  be 
held  within  thofc  walls.  The  do<^rine  of  refinance  was  top 
eaftly  infufed  into  the  minds  of  the  people  without  doors,  and 
therefore  gentlemen  ought  to  adl  cautioufly  before  they  at- 
tempted to  propagate  fuch  principles.  When  that  day 
arrived,  he  entertained  no  doubt  but  all  would  readily  and 
confcientioufly  difcharge  their  duty ;  till  fuch  an  awful  crifis 
did^  however,  take  place,  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  defiiit 
from  the  public  difcuffion  of  a  fubje^  not  only  of  the  utmoft 
delicacy,  but  of  fome  confuicrable  degree  of  danger. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  obferved,  hkd  endea- 
voured  to  give  fome  fpecies  of  refinement  to  his  expreflions, 
when  he  talked  of  refinance  being  a  point  of  prudence  rather 
than  of  morality.  The  right  hoilourable  gentleman  was  not,  he 
believed,  appriled  of  the  evil  confequences  to  which  fuch  fen- 
timents  might  tend,  more  efpecialiy  when  they  were  invigo« 
rated  by  his  poifoned  arrows,  induftrioully  fhot  through  the 
country.  Every  igjiorant  man  would  conceive,  he  had  a 
right  to  refill  every  thing  that  did  not  accord  with  his  feelings 
and  the  refult  might  be  Oiocking  to  humanity.  Such  language 
would  tend  to  bring  all  government  into  difgrace,  or  at  leadt 
to  render  it  precarious.  He  was  aware  that  the  freedom  of 
fpeech  in  that  Houfe  gave  every  man  a  right  of  faying  almoR: 
what  he  pleafed,  but  every  good  and  wife,  man  would  confider 

the 
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the  tfkSt  of  his  councils  before  he  fcattered  them  among  the 
people. 

The  right  honoarabte  gentleman  did  not  recollect,  that, 
for  the  faice  of  popularity,  he  was  addrefling  that  ciafs  o 
people  who  could  neither  fdrm  nor  underftand  a  particular 
fyftem ;  and  that  when  he  thus  feduced  the  people  through 
the  medium  of  their  intdledual  incapacity,  from  their  moral 
obligations^  he  reduced  them  to  political  or  rather  to  pofitive 
defpatr.  He  inftigated  them  not  only  againft  the  government, 
but  againft  the  legiflature  itfelf.  All  men  would  relapfe  into 
die  original  and  barbarous  ftate  bf  fociety ;  and  the  unfortunate 
people  be  incited  againft  their  beft  friends,  their  governors,  * 
merely  becaufe  they  had  been  perfuaded  that  the  ad  of  refift- 
ance  was  ah  a  A  of  virtue. 

Having  perufed  <tiius  much,  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid, 
he  confittered  the  fubjeft  more  immediately  before  them.  He 
badliftened  to  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  with 
the  utmoft  curiofity  as  well  as  the  utmoft  attention,  particularly' 
to  one  part  of  his  fpeech,  in  which  he  fpoke  of  the  condud  of 
certain  focieties.  With  real  fatisfaf^on  he  had  heard  him 
declare,  that  the  views  and  objeft  of  thcfe  focieties  were 
altered  :  he  had  heard  him  admit  that  there  had  been  certainly 
fome  very  pernicious  principles  propagated  by  the  focieties, 
and  that  hd  believed  there  were  fome  difafleded  men  among 
them,  but  that  they  were  much  lefs  in  point  of  number  at 
prefent  than  heretofore.  He  wi(hed  to  hear  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  fome  ftrong  reafons  to  the  Houfe,  in  Order 
to  convince  them  of  the  converfion  of  thefc  gentlemen,  * 
without  which  he,  for  one,  could  not  believe  that  they  were 
.  Sincere  converts.  In. the  firft  place,  he  begged  to  call  to  the 
recolle(5lion  of  the  Houfe,  that  in  the  year  1 792,  when  Paine's 
book  firft  made  its  appearance,  it  was  adopted  wi^h  the  utmoft 
warmth  and  avidity  by  the  Conftitutional  and  the  London' 
Correfponding  Societies,  and  circulated  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  all  concurring  in  the  pious  hope  that  the  new 
order  of  things  would  take  place. 

He  wifhed  to  afk,  wh^t  were  the  principles  contained  in 
that  book  ?  There  were  an  attack  upon  the  monarchy,  an 
attack  upon  the  legiflature,  and  a  libel  upon  the  revolution. 
Tliefe  were  the  leading  features  of  a  fyftem  which  they 
adopted,  the  principles  of  which  they  muft  have  approved. 
Nothing  woi/ld  have  given  him  more  itncere  fatisfaction  than 
for  the  honourable  gehdehlah  to  have  come  forward,  and  an- 
nounced the  convetli^n  6f  thofc  people,  if  it  exifted,  that 
honourable  gentlemen  iBuft  be  accjuniBCed  with  the  .circum-' 
'*  '  '  *       ftance. 
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ftance,  from  his  recent  comlnunicadon  with  them :  tbs 
hon.  gentleman,  however,  knew  better  than  to  pledge  him* 
felf  for  their  fincerity^  becaufe  be  well  know  they  were  not 
ftncere ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  be  would  fefer  the  Houfe  to  a 
meeting  held  on  the  26th  of  O£tober,  three  days  before  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  in  which  they  exprefled  themfelves 
in  terms  the  mod  infolent  and  indecent,  in  an  addrefs  to  his. 
Mijefty.  In  (hort,  from  the  whole  of  their  conduct  and 
from  all  their  publications,  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  of 
their  defign  to  fubyert  the  conftitution  ^  and  he  had  not  heard 
of  any  thing  which  led  him  to  fuppofe  they  had  altered  their 
plan. 

He  wiOied  the  Houfe  to  look  for  a  moment  at  the  addreff 
voted  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  to  which  he  had  before  alluded, 
and  having  examined  its  language,  to  fee  whether  or  np  there 
was  any  conne£):ion  between  it  and  the  atrocious  attempt  made 
immediately  afterwards  upon  his  Majefty.  They  had  bceir 
told  that  great  reliance  was  laid  upon  the  petition  which  had 
been  prefen^ed  to  parliament  From  thefe  focieties.  It  w«s 
argued,  that,  by  petitioning,  they  acknowledged  that  Houfe^ 
the  authority  of  which  they  before  denied  :  he  begged  to  aik, 
when  thefe  petitions  had  been  fent  in  ?  not  till  after  the  pre* 
fent  bills  had  been  propofed.  It  appeared  that  they  could  vote 
thanks  to  Dukes,  Earls,  and  illuftrious  characters',  whom  they  ^ 
had  hitherto  treated  with  the  grofleft  abufe.  If,  howevei^ 
the(e  focieties  had  really  given  up  their  detefted  fyftems,  and 
would  even  join  the  Whig  Club,  the  prefent  s£ts  would  be 
wafte  paper ;  |hey  would  never  be  carried  into  execution, 
fiut  until  he  had  fome  ftrong  grounds  for  believing 
this  fudden  change  had  taken  place,  he  could  not  confent  to 
lay  down  his  arms,  more  particularly  at  a  moment  when  he 
had  every  reafon  to  believe  that  they  were  fpafing  no  labour 
to  make  profelytes  to  their  caufe. 

What  he  had  hitherto  faid,  related  to  the  preamble  of  the 
bill ;  he  would  now  obferve  upon  fome  attacks  which  had  been . 
made  upop  the  bill  itfelf.  It  had  been  (aid,  that  no  magiftrate 
would  z&  under  the  bill,  and  that  therefore  minifters  bad  pur-* 
pofely  omitted  the  word  **  required/'  which  is  in  the  Kii>c 
ASt ;  in  anfwer  to  which  he  fliould  only  fay,  that,  in  cafe  of 
a  riot,  the  magiClrate  was  called  upon  to  ad  immediately,  and 
from  the  preH^ng  nature  of'the  danger ;  under  this  ad  the  im- 
mediate urger.cy  was  not  fo  ^reat,  and,  therefore,  the  word 
*♦  required"  was.  not  ncceflary.  With  refped  to  the  argu-> 
ment  upon  the  means  of  giving  notice  of  a  meeting,  he  had 
t9  obfcrye,  that  from  the  number  of  newspapers,  it  was  not 
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likely  that  they  (hould  not  br  able  to  get  their  advertifcmcnt 
inierted ;  but  even  if  they  could'  not,  they  might  go  to  the 
«ier]c  of  the  peace  ;  a>nd  it  was  not  true  that,  if  the  notice 
were  not  delivered  to  the  jnftices,  the  perTons  calling  it  wouid 
be  anfwerablc,  becaufe  they  would,  have  obeyed  the  iavr 
m  giving  the  notice^  axid  the  mectiag  would  certainly  be 
fcgal. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  would  be  found,,  by  every  calm  and 
unprejudiced  enquirer,  that  not  one  of  the  old  eftabnOted 
modes,  in  which  the  people  ufed  to  meet  fcr  the  purpofe  of 
petitioning,  were  interdided  by  this  bill }  artd  the  whole 
^ueftfonwoold  refolve  itfelf  into  the  balance  of  two  evils.. 
As  the  law  flood  at  prefent,  it  was  coitipetent  to  any  man 
to  call  a  meeting,  however  nutnerous;  and  t&  hold  almoft 
what  language  he  plealed  :  finding  the  mifchief  to- which  fuch 
a  licenfe  led,  the  queflton  was,  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  gi\re  up  a  part  of  that  privilege,  than  to  incur  the 
dangerous  conCequences  which  might  refult  from  fiich  » 
privilege  •  remaining  in  the  hands  of  blad  men,  excited 
to  mtfchievous  purpofes,  by  others  more  artfuU  than  tbeni^ 
itives. 

With  refpe£)^  to  the  arguments  vrpon  which  gen^emew 
relied  fo  much,  viZf  that  magiflratcs  might  be  guilty  of  great 
c)(ce(res  under  the  bill,  he  could  only  (ay,,  that  if  magif^rates 
acbcd  wrong,  they  were  amenable  to  the  laws  and  mafl  be 
puhifhed  ^  they  wereaHowed,  in  every  a^,  a  certain  degree 
of  diferet?oni  wWch  if  they  exceeded,  they  were  expofed 
to  the  rigour  of  the  hKV  ;  and  he  faw  no*  reafon  why  they 
ihduld  be  allowed  discretion  in  the  Riot  Aft,  and  not  in  the 
ptefent  bill.  1 1  had  been  imputed  to  hhn,  that  he  had  faid,  that 
thefe  bills  ought  nor  be  pafled  without  the  fenfe  of  the  people 
was  (o$  them*  He  certainly  thought  that  they  ought  not  if^ 
pafs  unlefe  the  people  were  convinced  of  the  prepriety  of  a 
meafure  oi  the^ind  ;  tiiougb  he  wifhed  to  be  underfiood  to 
maintain,  that  cafes  mi^t  happen,  in  which  it  might  be  pro- 
per to  pale  laws,  cven'againft  the  fcnfe  of  the  majority  of  the 
people. 

fie  then  adverted  to  the  petitions  befiore  the  Heuie,  and 
the  arguments  which  had  been  held  upon  them.  He  faid, 
that,  with  refpcft  to  the  diftindtions  which  had  been  made 
between  perfohs  of  property  and  thofe  who  had  none,  it  de- 
pended, in  his  opinion,  upon  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  :  for  ' 
ixi^ance,  if  all  the  focicties  were  to  petition  agj^infl  this  mea- 
kite,  he  ceminly  fheuld  aot  liften  t^them>  becaufe  the  objeA- 

of 
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of  the  bill  was  toreftrain  them;  and  be  conceived  there  might 
be  cafes  in  which  the  petitions  of  the  common  people  ought 
not  CO  be  attended  to;  not  becaufe  they  were  not  dcferving  of 
the  regard  and  af^Tedion  of  their  governors,  but  becaufe. thef 
were  more  eafilf  mtfl^cd  from  tbe  true  conjidcratioa  of  their  owa 
interefts  than  men  of  another  defcriptioi).  Mr.  Durfdas  took 
notice  of  the  meering  at  Grocers  Hnil,  at  which  Mr.  Bodnquet 
prefided,  and  fpoke  of  the  gentlemen  prefent  witll  terms  appro- 
priate in  praife  to  their  fttuattoo,  credit,  and  chara<3er.  He  at 
length  concluded  a  comprefled  but  ft rt)ng  argument,  moftof 
it  confiftiug  of  matter  or  pointed  reply,  by  •deciaring  Chat  he 
ihould  certainly  give  his  aflent  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Grdy  faid,  that,  at  fo  late  an  hour,  when  he  felt  him- 
felf  very  much  exhaufted,  he  fuppofed  the  Houie  might  l>c 
little  iiKlined  to  liftcn,  if  he  endeavoured  to  follow  the  riglft 
honourable  gentleman  who  had   (poken  lad,    through  the 
whole  of  hisipeecb,  which  indeed  was  in  many  points  of  it 
very  difficult  to  tuiderftand.    Somt  ^arts  of   it,  however, 
he  could  not  avoid  anfwering,  and  thought  that  the  right  hon.* 
gentleman^  ought  rather  to  have  attended  to  the  forcible  ari 
manly  dodrines  his  right  hoiu  friend  had  laid  down,  than  the 
mifreprefentations  that  had  been  fent  abroad  againft  him.    He 
Aated  what  Mr.  Fox  had  really  faid  on  the  fubjed  of  re- 
f)ftance;  which  he  declartfd  ^as,  "^  that  if  any   meafure, 
fubverfive  of  the  conftitution«  and  the  liberties  of  the  people^ 
were  attempted  to  be  carried  intoeffed^,  againft  the  decided^ 
opinion  of  a^reat  majority  of  the  people^  the  dodUine  of 
refiftance  became  a  ^ueftion  of  prudence,  but  was  no  longer 
A  queftion  of  morality."     Reproach  was  certainly  as  much 
due  to  Locke,  Sydney,  and  even  Judge   Black(tone,  as  t« 
his  right  hon.  friend,  on  that  head.     Mr.  Grey  read  a  <}uota- 
tion  from  the  ijpeecb  of  Mr,  DoUien,  on  the  trial  of  Dr. 
Sacheverel,  m  elucidation   of  this^  and  faid,  that  the  right 
hon.  fecretary  had  drawn  a  line  of  diftinSion  as  «o  the  reflft- 
ance  of  oar  anceftors  at  the  revolution,  becaufe  io  that  cafe 
the  executive  power  had  nft&ile.a  dired  attempt  to  deftroy  the 
liberties  of  thefubjeA;  if,  however^  the  two  Houfes  of  Par* 
liament  fhouid  combine  with  the  Crown  to  that  end,  would 
it  nor^  he  alked,  be  as  good  a  reafon  for  the  refiftance  of  the 
people  as  againft  the  executive  power  alone^     The  right  of 
petitioning  was  one  of  the  ftrongeft  bulwarks  of  our  liberties 
erected  by  the  revolution  ;  would  not  the  people  therefore,  be 
juftified  in  reilftance  to  maintain  it  i  if  at  any  time  he  found 
he  could  not  confcientioufiy  vote  according  to  the  inflru^iona 
of  his  conftituents,  he  WQuld  afk  for  the  Chiltern  Hundreds 
and  reflgn  bis  truft, 

'  Eea  Mr. 
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Mr.  Grey  read  a  longcxtrafi  from  a  memorable  fpeech  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Chatham  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Middlefex  Eledion, 
tending  to  confirm  his  argument,  and  after  purfuing  the  train 
of  reafoning  that  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Fox  had  fo  ably  pre- 
occupied,  he  adverted  to  what  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  had  fatd, 
refpeding  the  petition  of  the  bankers,  merchants,  &c.  propofed 
and  agreed  to  at  Grocers  Hall.  He  defcribed  the  meeting, 
as  exhibiting  a  fhifting  fcene  of  manoeuvre  and  tumult,  and 
thence  inferred,  that  the  petition  refpedable  as  the  names 
were,  that  were  fubicribcd  to  it,  was  not  more  pure  and  im- 
maculate than  others,  on  which  the  fame  fpecies  of  panegyrick 
had  not  been  beftowed.  With  regard  to  the  focieties  fo  much 
alluded  to,  he  faid,  the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  raifed  them  higher  in  the  view  and  confidera- 
tion  of  the  publick  than  they  could  have  expedled  would  have 
becatheir  rank  and  importance  in  the  contemplation  ot  man- 
kind. 

Tbi  Lord  Mayor  faid,  that  at  the  Common  Hall  he  thought 
the  majority  againft  the  Bills;  fince  the  meeting  of  the 
bankers,  &c.  he  was  perfedly  convinced  there  was  a  great 
snaiority  of  the  freemen  of  London  in  hvowi  of  the  Bills. 

Mr.  Parker  iM^  he  was  prcfent  at  the  meeting  at  Grocers 
Hall,  and  confirmed  exxry  thing  liis  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Grey)  had  ftatcd  in  regard  to  that  meeting. 
,  Sir  James  Saunderjhn  gave  a  circuniibntial  detail  of  the 
ori|in  and  progress  or  the  meeting  at  Grocers  Hall,  tracing 
it  from  an  accidental  meeting  at  Mr.  Harman's  houfe,  to 
another  accidental  meeting  at  the  London  Tavern,  from  which 
the  meetmg  at  Grocers  Hall  originated  ;  he  denied  that  any 
unfair  means  had  been  ufcd  to  get  poQeffion  of  the  Hall  by  the 
party  who  pofiefled  it. 

Mr.  yllderman  Anderfon  faid  a  few  Vords  on  Ihe  fame  fub* 
jed;  the  call  for  the  queftion  was  however  fo  loud  that  no« 
thing  but  that  call  was  audible. 

Mr.  Orde  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  Bills,  and  taxed  Mr.  Fox 
with  having  vsried  that  night  from  the  language  h^  had  ufed 
on  a  former  occafion. 

Mr.  jp(9x  begged  to  be  heard  two  words  in  anfwer  to  what 
the  Uft  fpeaker  had  faid.  He  declared  that  he  had  not  varied 
in  the  leail  that  night  from  what  he  had  ever  before  faid,  and 
appealed  to  the  houfe  if  he  had;  concluding  with  thefe  words, 
that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  perfified  in  faying  fiD,  thef^ 
was  no  fpecies  cf  contempt  fo  low>  that  he  fiiould  not  (bi^ik 
Wax  worthy  of. 
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Mr.  Orde^  in  explanation,  afliired  Mr,  Fox  that  he  miftoolc 
what  he  had  faid,  as  he  had  not  meant  to  mifreprefent  or 
offend  him. 

The  queftion  being  called  for,  a  divifion  took  place; 
Ayes^  for  the  third  reading,      266 

Majority^  -  215 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  December/^ 

7bi  Duh  of  Ancafter  prefeiited  a  petition  from  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Lincohi,  iigned  in  the  name  of  the  corpor^tioiV 
and  inhabitants,  by  the  High  SheriiF,  in  favour  of  the  pending 
Bills. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  objected  to  the  petition  being  de- 
ceived or  laid  on  the  table,  becaufe  it  was  contrary  to  the 
^eftabli(hed  forms  of  the  houfe  to  receive  a  petition  not  ftgncd 
by  the  perfons  from  whom  it  was  ftated  to  come,  that  mode^ 
of  receiving  petitions  would  lead  to  infinite  inconvenience; 
he  preiled  it  therefore  on  the  houfe,  not  to  let  the  prefent  pre- 
cedent cfcape  their  lordfhips. 

Lord  Tburlow  coincided  in  opinion ;  and  the  petition  was 
withdrawn  and  tranfmitteJ  back  for  fignatures. 

CONVENTION  BILL, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  the  Convention 
Bill  from  the  Commons. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Grenville^  the  Bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  firll  time,  and  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  feCQnd  time 
pn  Wednefday  th^  9th. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

f  llIDAY,   Dec.  4. 

Mr.  Burden  begged  leave  to  enquire  whether  it  was  con- 
fiftent  with  the  Orders  of  the  Houfe  to  prefent  a  petition 
againft  a  Bill  after  ic  had  been  read  a  third  time  and  pafled  i 

7 he  Speaker  informed  him  that  he  knew  of  no  Order  10  the 
contrary. 

Mr,    Burdon   prcfcntcd  a  petition,  againft  the   Treafoa 

and 
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and  Conventioci  Bills,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Suad^laod,  in 
tbc  county  of  Durham. 

4  RELIEF  OF  THE  POOR.  '  •  I 

Sir  JVilliam  Ycung  moved  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bit!  I 

for  enabling  Ovcrfeers  to  extend  relief  tb  the  poor  at  their  j 

own  houfes.'    The  Bill,  "be  obferved,  was'  a  matter  of  policy 
to  prevent  the  breaking  up  of  domeftic  indigent  families.       ^ 

Mr.  Curwm  oppofed  it  on  a  former  day,  becaufc  he 'thought 
it  would  trench  upon  theereftion  of  poor-houfes^  and  prodoce 
la  partial  diflribution  of  relief)  but,  upon  a  minute  examina- 
tion of  the  Bill,  he  found  it  provident  and  juft,  and  gave  it  his 
fupp6rt>. 

The  Bill  was^read  a  (econd  time,  and  will  be  committed  on 
Monday. 

•Mr.  Lon^  prcfcnted  a  petition  to  the  (ame  effefl,  fix)m  the 
mayor,  aldcrn\cn,  and  council,  o^  the  town  of  Rye. 

S/r  Francis  BaJJet  prefented  a  petition  of  iimitar  purport 
from  the  Borough  of  Penrhyn,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall. 

VOTES  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

Leave  "was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  eafier  con* 
veyance  of  the  printed  Votes  of  Parliament  to  members  in 
the  tountry^ 

KAVY  ESTIMATES. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply^ 
when  the  Ordinary  Navy  Eftipiates  were  referred  to  the  fai(| 
Committee;  which  refolved  that  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
1(^*624,152  IS.  c|  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  ordinary 
^y  of  the  Navy,  including  the  Marines,  ttz,  and  the  fum  Aot 
exceeding  7o8,4ocl«  for  the  building  and  repairing  ihips  of 
war,  &c, 

ARMY  EXTRAORDINARYES. 

Mr.  Hcbart  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Reiblutions  ot 
the  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Arfny 
when  the  refolutions  were  read  a  firft  timej  and  on  the  motion 
for  the  fecond '»i:eading. 

General  Smith  made  fomc  obfer/abons  on  the  latenefs  of 
the  hour  at  which  they  had  been  paifed,  and  condemned  the 
amount  of  the  article  of  barracks  ;  namely,  330,0001.  on  the 
application  of  which  he  thought  the  houfe  (houU  receive 
more  information  than  had  been  given.  The  General  [Pro- 
ceeded \o  put  feparate  queftions  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  various  articles^  when  the  Speaker  called  hinv 

.to 
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to  order,  as  the  queftion  the  General  chofe  to  put^  fhould 
bave  been  propofed  in  the  Committee. 
^  Ulr.  Grfy  followed  his  obfervations  on  the  extraordinary 
charges  made  for  bread  and  forage,  &c»  and  faicl,  he  thought 
it  highly  worthy  of  the  ferious  confldcration  of  the  houfe,  that 
a  Turn  of  fuch  unprecedenred  magnitude  as  was  ftated  in  the 
accounts  fhould  be  voted  for  the  building  of  barracks,  which 
ibemed  to  threaten  the  nation  with  a  military  govcrnmenf. 
He  confidered  the  ohjeSt  to  which  the  money  had  been  ap« 
plied  as  incompatible  with  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution.  He 
would  howler,  he  faid,  take  another  opportunity  of  difcufling, 
whether  it  was  the  real  opinion  of  the  houfe^  that  a  garrifoned 
force  ffor  he  could  not  cat!  it  by  another  name)  was  to  be 
eftablimed  all  over  the  kingdom*  Even  allowing  the  objeft 
to  be  good,  the  fum  which  had  been  expended  upon  it  was  fo 
cnornnous,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  houfe  could  not  vote  it 
with,  propriety.  He  would  with  permifilon  of  th^  houfe, 
once  more  revert  to  the  fubjefl  of  difcuflion  on  a  former 
evening,  relative  to  the  circumllances  whkh  had  impeded  the 
failing  of 'the  Weft  India  armament.  It  had  then  been  ftatei 
by  one  of  his-Majefty's  miniftcrs,  that  a  confidcrable  part  of 
that  armament  had  been  ready  to  fail  on  the  lOth  of  October. 
Of  what  confoquence  was  that,  when  they  contended^  that  the 
expedition  was  of  fuch  a  nature  that  it  could  not  be  divided, 
and,  to  make  its  due  impreffion,  fhould  a£b  together  ?  Not- 
withftanding  that  boaft,  and  although  the  expedition  had  once 
fa'led^  he  was  well  informed,  that  the  contingent  from  Ireland 
was  Aot  even  yet  ready.  The  troops  from  that  kingdom  had 
been  a  long  time  encamped  on  Spike  Ifland,  in  the  Cove  ot 
Cork,  a  damp  unhealthy  place,  chofen  to  prevent  defertion  ^ 
bur,  by  being  detained  there  fo  long,  ehc  army  bad  loft  many 
men  by  difeafe,.and  at  that  moment  had  1200  men  fick  in  the 
kofpitaL  On  that  place  they  ftill  continued,  and  on  the  aS^th 
of  November  had  jx>t  tranfports  fufficient  for  their  embarkation 
by  3000  tons.  From  thefe  fads  he  thought  that  mucli 
culpable  negligence  attached  to  minifters.  ft  was  a  fubjedi 
that  demanded  enquiry,  and  as  an  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Sargent)  had  on  a  former  evening  exprelkd  himfelt* 
ready  for  enquiry,  he  hoped  it  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  Start  tary  Dufuias  faid,  that  the  credit  taken  by  go- 
vernment for  its  exertion  was  cxprefsly  confiiicd  to  ihat*p«irt 
of  the  expedition  fitted  out  from  England,  and  not  a  word 
was  mentioned  relative  to  Ireland  :  when  the  magnitude  and 
complication  of  the  armament  was  taken  into  confideration, 
lie  was  perlustdcd,  the  OK^ment  all  the  relative  fadts  were 

^  knjwn 
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known,  every  candid  mind  would  allow  that  every  poffible 
exertion  to  expedite  the  equipment,  and  accelerate  its  failing 
bad  been  mjide.  With  refpeft  to  the  choice  of  Spike  Ifland^ 
ior  the  encampment  of  the  Irifli  army,  it  could  not  be  im- 
puted as  blame  either  to  the  officers  who  feleded  that  fpot^ 
or  the  miniftry  who  approved  of  it,  as  it  was  calculated  to 
prevent  the  defertion  of  the  troops.  With  regard  to  the 
objedion,  that  it  was  unhealthy,  that  was  not  the. cafe  when 
it  was  iirft  feleded,  its  unwholelbmenefs  arofe  incidentally  from 
the  advanced  ieaf^^n  of  the  year,  and  the  general  incon- 
veniences arifing  from  encampments.  To  remedy  which, 
r>vernment  had  fent  barracks  in  frames  with  the  {hipping 
r  their  embarkation,  in  order,  if  unavoidable  caufe  of  delay 
'Ibould  ftill  prefcnt  itfelf,  that  the  troops  might  receive  every 
pradicabic  accomodation  and  relief.  The  fliips  had  however, 
failed  long  ago,  and  if  Hot  arrived,  they  muft  have  been  de« 
hyed  or  driven  out  of  their  courfc  by  adverfe  winds. 

Mr.  Grey  replied,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  the  ifland 
was  unhealthy  in  its  climate,  but  that  the  men  were  un«> 
healthy  from  remaining  fo  long  in  camp  at  this  inclement 
(eafoa.  This  was  what  he  had  been  informed, .  and  he  be- 
lieved his  information  to  be  accurate. 

(general  Tarleton  fpoke  in  vindication  of  the  argument,  he 
had  held  on  a  former  evening,  when  he  had  contended  that 
the  mbft  prudent  mode  of  fupplying  the  Weft  Indies  with  re-^ 
inforcements,  would  have  been  by  fending  out  troops  in 
detachments. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Taylor  obferred,  that  every  thing  confirmed 
^hat  he  pcedided  about  four  or  five  years  ago,  when  he  had 
the  honour  to  bring  forward  a  motion  concerning  the  ered^on 
of  barracks  in  the  kingdom.  When  the  fubjed  had  been 
;  fubmitted  to  the  confi deration  of  parliament,  iie  had  declared 
it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  they  were  ccmpletely  unconftitu- 
tional ;  and,  from  what  had  taken  place  fincc,  he  would  venture 
to  affirm,  that  if  a  fpeedy  check  was  not  given  to  the  mea- 
fures  which  adminiftration  were  purfuing,  a  military  goverg- 
ment  would  be  completely  eftabliflied  in  the  country.  It  was 
impoffible  to  refift  this  conclufion,  when  he  contemplate^ 
the  late  dodrines  and  mcafurcs  of  the  houfe,  and  compared 
them  with  the  gr<.dual  incrcafe  of  barracks,  and  the  alarming 
cxteofion  of  the  army.  This  great  change  in  the  hiftory  of 
our  government  was  now  nearly  effected.  Dodrines  of  a 
fingular  and  dangerous  nature,  with  refpcA  to  the  liberties  of 
the  pepplc  and  the  fpirit  of  the  ccnftitution  were  held  in 
parliament,  and  there  were  between  30  and  40,000  men 

I  cantoned 
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'cantoned  within  a  circuit  of  fourteen  miles  round  the  metro- 
polis. Under  thcfe  circumftances,  he  faw  caufe  of  appre- 
henfion  and  ferious  alarm.  Was  this  a  fituation  fit  for  the 
Hrprefentativcs  of  a  free  people  to  meet  in  ?  He  had  originally 
condemned  the  principle  of  barracks,  and  forefaw  to  what 
•pernicious  confequences  it  would  lead.  His  oppofition, 
however,  had  been  of  no  avail,  and  the  principle  was  fane- 
tloned  by*  the  houfe;  though  they  admitted  the  principle,  thev 
had  yet  the  power  to  watch  and  controul  its  application,  ani 
tiiereforc  were  called  upon  to  difapprove  of  fuch  an  enor- 
mous charge  fet  before'  then  in  the  lump,  without  any  detail 
or  explanation  whatever.  That  the  projed  of  building  of 
barracks  in  order  to  relieve  the  inn-keepers  was  merely  a 
pretence  to  cover  the  real  defign  of  converting  this  country 
into  an  immcnfc  camp,  in  order  thereby  to  feparate  the  folr 
dicr  from  the  citizen,  and  prevent  their  having  any  com- 
munion of  feotiment  and  feeling  ;  a  ctrcumftance  laid  down 
by  the  ableft  writers  on  politics  as  leading  infallibly  to  the 
de(lru£tion  of  liberty,  and  particularly  fo  to  this  country, 
where  it  was  now  for  the  firft  time  contended,  that  the  armv 
was  neceflary  as  an  appurtenance  to  the  civil  power,  in  ordeV 
to  prefervc  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  country. 

The  Sicntary  at  JVar  faiJ,  the  complaints  of  gentlemen 
relative  to  the  enormity  of  the  iiim  were  fo  far  unfounded, 
that  though  the  general  article  of  charge  was  under  the  name 
of  barracks,  yet  this  head  included  forage  for  the  cavalry  in 
barracks,  the  additional  allowance  to  innkeepers  while  bil- 
letted,  and  fome  other  articles,  that  it  would  be  tedious  to 
have  detailed.  It  (hould  alio  be  recolledted,  that  if  an  addi^ 
tional  fum  had  been  paid  for  all  foldiers  blUetted,  that  charge 
would  have  greatly  exceeded  the  prefent ;  and  therefore,  iti 
point  of  economy,  the  plan  of  barracks  was  clearly  defenfible. ' 

GenermnarUtm  contended,  that  with  refpeS  to  the  Weft*- 
India  expedition,  miniftry  were  to  blame  in  not  having  it 
ready  fooner.  It  might,  and  ought,  to  have  failed  three 
months,  or  at  lead  ten  weeks  ago.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of 
keeping  a  great  part  of  this  immeofc  force  ina£tive  becaufe 
the  whole  was  not  ready.  If  part  only  had  failed,  as  miniftera 
contended  they  could,  on  the  lOth  of  Odtober^  they  ^ould^ 
he  was  confident,  have  been  of  great  ufe  in  that  quarter  j 
and  we  Height,  by  this  time,  have  received  the  welcome  news 
,of  their  fuccefs.  Whereas,  by  protracting  the  whole  force  to 
the  prefent  period,  it  was  obvious  that  they  could  not  arrive 
in  time  to  leave  them  more  than  fix  weeks  tor  military  ope- ' 
ration;  fince  in  the  failing  of  fuch  auimmenfe  fleets   g^rcat 
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and  unavoid^ible  aelay  would  certainly  take  place,  from  in* 
conveniences  that  might  have  been  in  a  great  meafure  pre- 
Vi:nted  if  the  fleet  had  failed  in  divifions. 

Mr.  Courtinay  faid,  the  faving  of  expences  was  no  argument 
why  the  (ubjed  fbould  not  be  taken  up  by  that  Houfe,  and 
inveftigated  with  attention.      The  perplexity  in  the  accounts 
increafcd,  and  was  feemingly  defigned.     If  different  articles 
were  included  under  one  head,  the  nieafure  was  certainly  un- 
warranted 'y  and  if  any  reference  was  made  to  hofpitals,  the 
ftatement  was  evidently  inaccurate.    Barracks  fhogld,  if  they 
were  found  necefiary,  b^  eredted  in  diftant  parts  of  the  king* 
dom :  they  were^  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  word,   fortrefles^ 
which  feparated  the  foldiers  from  the  other  orders  of  the  peo^ 
pie.    The  moft  excellent  writers  on  the  conftitution  (De 
Lolme  and  Judge  B^ackftone)  had  wifely  obferved,  in  its 
praife,  that  ^'  the  jealoufy  of  the  Englifb  would  not  allow  the 
foldier  to  be  feparated  from  the  peopW.''     The  ereflion  of 
barracks  would  entirely  do  away  the  benefit  refulting  to  free* 
dom  from  fo  wife  a  meafure^    It  would  not  be  improper,  he 
iaid,  to  introduce  a  fpecific  motion  for  the  fums  that  had  been» 
and  that  were  likely  to  be  expended  on  barracks  for  a  certain 
number  of  years.     It  had  been  infinuated,  that  the  delay  of 
the  Weft-India  armament  was  in  a  great  degree  to  be  im« 
puted  to  the  Mailer  General  of  the  Ordnance.     He  had  feen ' 
with  pain  fuch  infinuations  in  the  minifterial  papers ;    and 
from  every  careful  enquiry  he  had  been  able  to  make,  he  h^ 
found  them  completely  unwarranted  and  groundlefs.    He  had 
not  been  of  late  in  the  habit  of  praifthg  that  department  at 
which  the  ooble  lord  prefided :    but  the  humjinity,  attention* 
and  politenefs,  of  that  noble  lord,  to  the  various  civil  and 
military  o£Bcers  en^Ioved  under  him, could  not  be  fufficiently 
commended.    The  defay «  he  apprehended,   was  rather  to  be 
tranfcribed  to  an  innovation  of  late,  made  in  the  mode  of  pro* 
Tiding  tranfports. 

Mr.  Sergent  faid,  that  the  accounts  laid  before  the  Houfe 
were  perfectly  regular,  and  conformable  to  the  conftant 
pradlce. 

Mr  IFhitbready  jun.  declared,  that  in  his.  opinion  the 
charge  for  the  eredtion  of  barracks  was  highly  extravagant, 
and  of  a  moft  unconftitutional  nature.  The  manner  in 
which  the  Houfe  feemed  to  vote  away  the  money  of  th^ir 
oonftituents  had  long  excited  his  furprife.  Minifters  had 
pradtifed  an  unconftitutional  mode  of>  fpending  immenfe  fums 
of  the  people's  money  on  unconftitutional  obje&s.  They 
might,,  perhaps,  attempt  to  vindicate  themielvcs  by  fi^ying, 

ibat 
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hat  the  perfbns  who  were  employed  by  government  would  be 
■'uincd,  if  the  Turns  which  they  had  expended  were  not  made 
_good  to  them  by  that  Houfe.  It  was  much  better  ichat  indi- 
>iduals  fliould  luiler,  than  that  the  public  money  fliould  be 
fquandered  away.  And  if  miHiilcrs  would  fpeculate  without 
confulting  parliament,  be  their  pay  the' forfeit  of  their  own 
temerity.  Should  parliament  once  exercife  its  privilege  and 
leave  minifters  to  be  refponfiWe  for  (heir  own  condud,  the 
contractors,  with  whom  they  ncgociatedi  would  be  more 
cautious.  He  would,  therefore,  move  for  leaving  out  of  the 
refolution  the  expences  incurred  by  the  erection  of  barracks. 
As  to  the  large  allowance,  which  it  was  faid  inn-keepers 
cxpe6ted/or  the  troops,  he  thought  it  better  that  a  large  fum 
jQiould  be  voted  for  that  purpofe,  than  that  the  conftitution 
ihouid  be  injured.  Mr.  Whitbre^d  then  moved.  That 
the  refolution  be  amended,  by  leaving  out  the  fum  ''  expended 
for  the  eredion.  Sec.  of  barracks.'* 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  to  fecond  the  amendment  of  his  honour- 
able friend.  He  confidered  it  as  a  part  of  the  fyftem  of 
minifters  to  eftabliih  military  fortrefles  all  over  the  kingdom^ 
in  order  to  compleat  a  military  government;  and  therefore 
th:s  article,  of  all  others,  had  no  pretence  to  a  place  among 
the  "  Extraordinaries'*  of  the  army.  He  was  convinced, 
that  if  the  whole  of  the  expences  for  the  erection  of  Bat  racks^ 
to  their  prefent  extent  had    been    calculated,  and  In    one 

feneral  round  fum,  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the 
[oufeJL  it  would  have  found  but  feeble  fupport  and  there- 
fore he  was  deflrous,  that  even-  at  this  time  it  ihould  be 
developed,  and  fubmitted  to  them  as  a  fubj[e(St  of  open  and 
feparate  difcuflion.  .  Befides  being  unconftitutional  in  its  ob- 

{*e^,  it  was  become  a  mere  government  job  ;  he  had  heard  of 
>arrack  mafiers  being  appointed,  with  large  (alaries,  where 
there  were  no  barracks,  and  no  intention  of  erecting  them. 
With  refpeft  to  the  Weft-India  expedition,  fic  wiflicd  for  no- 
thing fomuch  as  a  fair  enquiry  into  the  fubjed.  He  hoped 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  adminiftration  to  inftitute  an  en* 
<|[uiry  into  the  whole  conduct  of  the  war,  and  then  he  would  ' 
have  an  opportunity  of  ihcwing  the  inhuma;i  negleft  of  this 
expedition,  in  which  there  was  not  only  ah  extravagant  wafte 
ef  treafure  and  national  honour^  but  alfo  of  the  lives  of  their 
countrymen. 

Tbf  Chancellor  of  the  Exche^ner  faid,  with  re^£l  to  ithc 
propofed  inquiry,  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
he  could  aiTure  him,  that  he  was  juft  as  ready  to  meet  it  a» 
iie  could  be  to  fet  it  on  {oot^  and  therefore^  oa  that  occafion, 

F  £z  it 


f^o    WOODFALL*S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.        ICoMMom; 

it  would  not  be  neceflary  to  rq^ly  to  any  thing  that  had  been 
faid  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  on  that  fubjeft. 

Much  obfervation  had  been  made  relative  to  the  principle 
of  crefling  barracks  ;  it  fliould,  however,  be  rccolleded,  that 
the  Houfc  had  decided  that  point,  after  very  full  difcuflion, 
when  gentlemen  had  the  advantage  of  every  argument  that 
had  been  brought  forward  in  the  prcfent  debate,  wnich  yet, 
however,  were  not  thought  adequate  to  maintain  the  opinion 
they  efpoufed.  He  conceived  that  nothing  could  be  more 
obvious,  than  that  thj  pubhc  force  fhould  be  kept  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  difcipline,  that  it  migiit  be  ready,  and  applicable  to 
Service,  when  called  upon  for  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
ponftituted  j  otherwife,  inftead  of  fupporting  peace  and  order, 
it  would  be  the  parent  of  violence  and  anarchy.  It  could 
fiot,  however,  be  expefted,  that  he  (hould  enter  into  a  full 
defence  of  that  principle,  from  the  incidental  obfervation  that 
had  taken  place.  He  was,  neverthelefs,  ready  at  any  time  to 
enter  fully  upon  the  fubjed,  and  re-inveftigate  the  arguments 
on  which  it  was  fupported,  whenever  any  gentleman  thought 
fit  to  bring  it  regularly  before  the  Houfe ;  but  at  prefent  he 
was  bound  to  conceive  it  as  a  principle  fandioncd  by  the 
Houfe,  and  to  acSl  pn  it  accordingly.  The  application  of  the 
principle,  he  admitted  came  direftly,  in  every  inflance,  under 
the  infpedlion  and  controul  of  the  Houfe,  and  he  was  therefore 
willing  to  afford  any  detail  of  information  that  might  be  re- 
quired, and  to  enter  into  a  defence  of  the  numbers,  fituations^ 
^nd  expencc  of  the  barracks.  The  accounts  he  believed  to 
be  accurate,  and  in  regard  to  the  general  policy  of  the  meafure, 
if  ever  it  was  neceffary,  it  was  necefTary  at  prefent,  when 
more  than  the  yfual  precautions  were  to  be  taken  that  the 
(bldiers  might  not  be  perverted  from  the  purpofes  of  defending 
their  country,  He  admitted  that  the  expences  were  heavy,- 
but  they  were  fuch  as  thp  fafety  of  the  country  abfolutejy 
required, 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  it  was  a  fcandalous  profecution  of  the  fyftcm 
with  which  every  meafure  was  lately  hurried  through  the 
Houfe,  to  enter  into  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  extra- 
ordinaries  of  the  army  at  fo  late  an  hour  as  they  did  the  other 
iiight,and  it  had  made  an  imprefiion  on  the  country  by  no  means 
to  their  honour,  Could  the  Houfe  feel  no  fentiment  of  won- 
der, that  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  for  a  broken  year 
fhould  amount  to  3,900,000).  It  was  true,  that  in  the  confti- 
tution  there  was  a  provifion  for  thefe  extraordinaries  j  but  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  the  wcakefl  and  mod  vulnerable  part  of 
(he  conftitution,  and  the  only  principle  on  which  it  coulJ  be 
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defended  or  juftified  was  the  neceffity  of  it,,fince  notbtng 
ought  to  be  .extraordinary  in  the  current  expences  of  a  nation 
that  could  by  any  poffibiiity  be  avoided,  it  therefore  ought  to 
be  watched  with  great  vigilance  and  care.    Among  the  ac- 
counts he  found  300I.  charged  for  payment  of  the  fees  of  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath  !    Was  this  an  army  extraordinary  ?    He 
found  alfo  300I.   charged  for  conveying  Frederick  North  to 
Corlica !   Wis  this  alfo  an  army  extraordinary  ?  As  he  went 
on,  he  found  fums  of  greater  magnitude,  charged  for  purpofes 
of  more  mifchlevous  tendency ;    330,000!.  was  charged  for 
eire<Eling  of  barracks ;  and  that  the  lioufe  of  Commons  were 
called  upon  to  defray,  without  ever  having  been  confulted 
refpe£ling  the  purpoie  for  which  the  jnoney  was  applied,  with- 
out any  eftimate  of  the  charges  having  been   fubmitted  to 
their  ]nfpe<%on,  and  without  any  account,  or  (a  much  as  the 
femb4ance  of  an  account,  of  the  mode  in  which  the  monev 
was  expended.    How  did  thev  know  that  they  did  not  cou 
lefs  than  twenty  pounds  ?    Had  an  eftimate  been  made  out 
and  dated  that  the  expence  had  been  incurred  in  confequence 
of  fuch  a  number  built  near  London,  and  fo  many  in  a  certain 
part  of  the  country,  fpecifically  named,  they  might  have  been 
enabled  to  judge  whether  the  object  was  worthy  of  the  ex- 
pence,  and  whether  the  expence  was  the  lead  that  it  was  pof- 
fible  to  incur  in  attaining  the  objedl.     As  matters  had  been 
managed,  they  knew  not  what  thev  had  in  return  for  the  de- 
mand which  they  were  that  day  called  upon  to  anfwer.     Thcjr' 
could  neither  tell  their  cunftituents,  whofe  money  they  had 
voted  for  them,  what  the  barracks  were,  or  where  they  were 
creeled.     They  did  not  know  what  barracks  had  been  built, 
what  real  expence  was  covered  by  the  charge,  or  whether 
the  expence  aAually  incurred  was  fuch  as  could  at  all  juftify 
the  demand  which  was  made.     It  had  been  faid  by  the  Secre- 
tary at  war,  that  the  Mafter  General  of  the  barracks  was  an 
excellant  man,  and  euery  way  qualified  for  the  office  which 
he  held.     He  had  no  doubt  of  it.     But  becaufe  the  Secretary 
at  War  had  been  pleafed   to  declare  that  he  entertained  a 
good  opinion  of  the  Mafter  General  of  the  barracks,  was  that 
a  rcafon  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  voting  away  330*0001 
of  the  money  of  their  conftituents  i    From  what  the  Secre- 
tary at  War  had  faid,  it  was  evident  that  he  had  himfelf  never 
fo  much  as  examined  the  accounts;  h?  had  faid  that  under 
the  head  of  barraclcs   were  comprehended  the  hofpital  ex- 
pences, the  expence  of  forage,  &c.   in  looking  over  the  ac- 
counts, however,  he  obfcrved  Separate  charges  for  thofe  very 
^ticles.    He  did  not  vi'iih  to  take  advantage  of  any  flight  in- 
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at^ntion,  but  the  e)[pence  was  (o  enormous  that  be  could  not 
let  It  pafe  uhAoticed.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
fafdy  that  it  might  be  proper  for  the  Houfe  to  enquire  into 
the  pplicy  of  ereiSing  barracks;  was  that  any  apology  for 
what  had  already  been  done ;  or  did  that  afford  an  excufe 
for  minlfters  not  havinjg  fubmitted  the  eftimates  to  the  Houfe, 
that  fe  they  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging 
whether  the  advantage,  fuppofing  it  to  exift,  was  procured  in 
the  beft  and  cheapcft  way  ?  When  fuch  fums  of  money  were 
thus  expended  for  purpofes,  which  at  chc  befl  were  iufpici- 
ous^  was  it  matter  of  furprife  that  the  people  were  difcon- 
tentcd  ?  minifters  feemed  to  be  rooft  forward  in  fxpofing  the 
defers  and  blemifbes  of  the  conftitution.  I'heir  conduct 
was  not  unlike  that  of  Dr.  Swifr,  who,  when  he  wiflied  to 
cxpoib  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  recurred  for  hi&  def* 
Cfiptrons  to  the  charader  of  the  Yahoos, 

With  refpe<5^  to  the  Weft  India  expedition^  all  that  he  had 
heard  only  tended  more  and  more  to  confirm  the  .Tgument 
^  for  enc^uiry.     It  had  been  (bted  that  the  expedition  was  ready 
"  to  fail  on  the  loth  of  October— a  part  of  it  at  leaft,  and 
that  it  was  detained  by  contrary  winds.    It  appeared  however, 
that,  fo  late  as  the  28th  of  November  laft,    the  tranfports 
were  not  ready;    and,   although   it  had  bcen.afTerted  alfo 
that  thefe  (nuft   have    been    detained    by  contrary   winds, 
it  was  hardly  poffible  to   fuppofe  that  they  couid  have  been 
detained  .by  contrary  w'uidi    from   the    icth   of   October 
16.  the  28th  of   November.      A   right   honourable  gentle- 
man had  faid,    indeed,    that  be  was  wiling  to  meet  in- 
vefligation.     But  how?  Not  by  enquiry,  butby  aflertion,  by 
c^p(£ng  aflfertion  to  aflertion^  and  claiming  the  vi<f^ory'by  a 
call  for  the  queflion.     ^<  I  (faid  Mr.  Fox]  wifli  for  no  fuch 
meetings.     Let  him  infticute  an  enquiry  into  his  condu€^, 
and  if  i'zSt  will  bear  him  out,  then  let  bim  come  forward, 
proud  of  his  innocence,   and  challenge*  the  merit  which  is 
due***    He  had,  however,   no  hopes  that  they  would  ever 
i:onfeiit  to  meet  him  on  the  ground  of  enquiry ;  and  he  beg- 
ged leave  to  remind  them,  that  it  was  not  much  to  their  ere* 
9it,  (but  that  was  their  own  concern,}  (hat  it  was  not  much 
for  the  credit  of  the  Houfe,  and  that  it  was  not  much  for  the 
credit  of  the  country,  that  no  enquiry  had  taken  place  into 
the  condod  of  the  war. 

Among  others  which  th^  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  urged,  of  great  importance  and  well  worthy  notice,  be 
had  contended,  that  it  was  a  defirable  obje^  to  have  die  army 
fo  difciplined  as  to  be  beft  fitted  to  the  purpofes  of  protoSing 
ibc  tranqniUlty  of  thj;  country.    To  the  maxio^  in  the  afa^ 
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UnuSt  he  had  no  obje£Uon.  How  did  the  right  honourabie 
gentleman  mean  to  apply  it  ?  If  he  meant  chat  the  army  ought 
to  be  kept  feparate  from  the  people,  and  ought  never  to  min- 
gle with  them,  no  do^rine  could  have  a  more  hoftile  afpeft 
to  the  conftituiion  of  Great  Britain.  When  the  army  was 
kept  fecluded  from  the  people,  they  became  attached  to  dif« 
ferent  intercfts  than  thofe  which  it  was  their  province  to 
guard ;  when  they  were  permitted  to  mingle  with  their  fellow 
iubjeds»  it  would  not  be  fo  eafy  to  make  them  take  up  arots 
againft  their  countrymen.  If  the  army  of  King  James,  pre- 
vious to  the  revolution,  had  been  inafituation  in  which  the^ 
had  no  oppor^nity  of  mingling  with  the  people,  it  was  pro- 
bable that  they  would  not  have  thrown  down  their  arms,  when 
they  vrere  called  upon  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  that  unfortunate- 
Prince.  A  Handing  army  was  at  all  times  dangerous ;  but 
when  it  was  kept  apart  from  the  people,  the  evils  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  it  increafed  to  an  alarming  height.  In  other 
times,  miniilers  would  not  have  dared  to  vindicate  that  fyiiem 
of  miiiAry  government,  which  they  were  now  attempting  to 
cftabliOi.  All  regard  for  the  conftituents  was  however  loft 
fight  of,  in  fad  the  conftitution  itfelf  was  no  more.  In  times 
like  thefe,  what  ftrides  of  arbitrary  jwwer  Could  excite  fur- 
prife  ?  By  the  Bill  which  paflcd  the  preceding  night,  the 
foundations  of  Engliftr  liberty  were  dedroyed  ^  and  thofe  who 
had  undermined  the  foundations,  would  have  little  fcruple'  to 
demoliQi  the  fabric. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchijuer  in  explanation  declared,  that 
he  had  faid  nothing  which  innnuated  that  the  military  ought 
not  to  participate' in  the  fame  wiihes  and  fentimeats  as  the 
great  body  of  the  people. 

The  Secretary  at  War  faid^  that  he  was  ready  to  anfwer 
any  inftance  of  abufe  which  migl^t  be  produced.  With  re* 
gard  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  no  blame  was  afcribeable  to 
them,  on  the  contrary,  peculiar  praife  was  due  to  General 
Delancy,  the  Superintcndant  of  the  Barracks,  for  his  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  SeeretaryDundas  reminded  Mr.  Fox  that  he  mufl 
have  known  the  intentioa  of  niinifters  to  put  the  extraorJi- 
nartes  to  the  vote  the  night  they  were  carried,  and  yet  he  had 
not  exprefled  any  difapprobation  then,  nor  had  he  intimated 
^ny  wifli  that  they  ibould  not  be  brought  forward  that 
night. 

Mr.  Steele  vindicated  the  conduft  of  miniilers,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  time  at  which  they  brought  fgrward  the  cxtraor- 
dinaries,  and  contended,  that  the  accounts  had  been  made 
out  with  the  utmoft  accuracy  and  attention.     He  admitted, 
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that  there  was  tome  ground  of  complaint,  that  no  eftimate 
bad  been  prepared*  It  might,  however,  be  eafily  recolIc6te^, 
that  there  muft  necefTarily  be  confiderable  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  preparing  any  eftimate,  on  which  the  Houfe  could 
proceed  with  certainty.  In  the  Turn  of  330)OOol.  for  bar- 
racks, were  included  diflrerent  articles,  fuch  as  coals,  candles, 
and  beer,  which  had  been  fumiihed  to  the  foldiers. 

Mr.  Fax  explained,  and  faid  he  only  alluded  to  the  taking 
into  confideration  the  extraordinarics  of  the  army  at  a  late 
hour  of  the  night,  and  after  three  days  long  debate. 

General  TarUtm  ailerted  that  the  eflimates  and  extraordina* 
ries,  heretofore,  never  were  debated  the  fame  day ;  but  the 
right  honourable  gentlemen  did  not  feem  to  know  the  nature 
of  them,  they  were  too  complex  and  intricate  for  their  un- 
derftanding.  One  of  them  had  included  hofpitals  under  the 
head  of  barracks,  but  he  found  a  further  fum  of  388,000!. 
for  hofpitals.  There  was  alfo  for  fupplying  bread,  utenfils, 
&c.  140,0001. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

Jyes  (For  Mr.  TVbitbread^s  Motion)    28 
Noes  {Jigamji  it)  —  74 

Majority        -         46 

While  ftrangers  were  excluded,  which  was  the  cafe  for  a 
more  than  ordinary  length  of  time,  General  Smitl?  mzdc  a 
motion  foir  recommitting  the  report  of  the  extraordinarics  of 
the  army. 

Mr.  Fox  infifted,  that  whatever  might  be  the  irttentton  of 
building  barracks,  the  effed  would  be,  that  the  foldiers 
would  be  prevented  from  participatingin  the  general 
fentiments  of  the  people;  and  with  refpe£t  to  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  fyflem,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  that  during 
the  laft  twelve  months,  the  (bldiers  had  been  far  from  being 
well  difciplined,  and  a  difpofition  had  been  evinced  to  mutiny. 
He  wiflied  to  have  it  afcertained,  whether  the  troops  evinced 
a  greater  difpofition  to  mutiny  when  they  5yere  quartered  in 
barracks,  than  when  they  were  not.  With  refpe£lto  the 
money  voted,  he  would  put  it  to  the  honour  of  gentlemen, 
whether  fuch  large  funcis  ought  to  be  voted  without  fome  en- 
quiry ?  What  account  qould  they  give  their  conffituents  of 
the  grounds  and  reafons  of  fuch  a  vote?  They  would  be  un-- 
able  to  give  them  anv;  and\totally  incapable  of  faying  whe» 
ther  the  money  had  been  vetcd  for  good  or  bad  purpofes. ' 

He 
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He  therefore  approved  of  die  motion  for  recoimnittnig^  tfe 
report, 

Mr.  fftUiam  Smith  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  proud  in  tlie  rcco}* 
le^on  that  he  had  always  reprobated  the  eftablifliinent  ef 
barracks :  and  be  had  alfo  to  objedt  againft  the  prefent  vote  in  • 
a  financial  view.  In  two  years  near  6oo>oool.  was  to  be 
voted)  without  any  eftjmate  being  made.  A  riebc  honour- 
able gentleman  had  faid,  that  barracks  were  eftarollOied  upon 
the  fame  principle  as  the  Bills*  He  would  tell  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  how  that  matter  ftood ;  the  Bills  weie 
but  temporary  ;  they  were  bdt  a  tempdrafv  remedy  for  a  tfem* 
poraryevU;  butthe  bamc)cs,  madeof  bnck  andftone,  were 
pinnaiinent  ftruf^ures.  (f  tHey  were  increafcd,  as  they  had 
bi$en  Wttlf^  they  vKooId  cohtain  40  or  50,000  men,  which 
was  a  greater  number  than  the  peace  eftabUiUment  pf  the 
cmintry* 

-  Mr.  Martin  declared,  he  had  always  fet  btsftce  i^inft  tbe 
eftablHhment  of  barracks;  and  (even  admitting  the  princi- 
tple)  they  were  too  coftly  arid  extravagant  for  the  ctrcum- , 
ilances  and  means  of  the  tmres.  The  barracks  in  Hyde  Park 
ifnr^  placed  at  an  etpial  difiance  between  the  pdace^  of  St. 
Jamts'd  arid  Ktnmgton^  and  difplayed  more  magnificenqe 
than  tfaa  two  palaces  together.  He  thought  the  eneAion  of 
barracks  likely  to  alienate  the  ztk&im»  of  iht  people  froai 
his  Majefty^  to  whom  he  Ancerely  wished  they  might  look  up 
with  rcvcrchee. 

Mr..  Burden  (aid,  lid  ga^fc  minrfters  every  credit  for  good 
intention  in  the  ere£lton  tf  barriitks;  itvA  ftnted  that  his 
conffttilents  had  dcfired  bint  to  applV  to  gdvl*rihti6nt  for  tUc 
ereflien  of  barracks. in  bis'  pkrt  of  the  conntry }  and  they 
had  complied  very  readily  alf»d  property  W?th  hwf  recKieft. 

Mf,  Brafidlini  confifAi^  -Wltff  Mr.  Bufdbn  fiaj  faid,  re- 
laftive  to  an  exprefion  of  si  dcftreto  Aave  barTat^k^' «re£l^d,  ds 
i  d^firable  proledioo  of  theii-  p^Ce  andp^per^. 
"  Mr.  tnOhread  (aid,  that  twa  horibura^Ie. gentleman  hsKi 
ftited,  fwhat  hd  was  (brry  to  hearj  tSut  .fiietr  conflitttenrs 
bad  applied  for  barracks*  His  motion,  however,  did  notin- 
^tisrhrt  With  any  conv^iditoe  or'  protejifon  which  barracks 
ifti^htr  be  ctleulated  to  affbrd.  It  only  tVent  to  call  for  tbe 
^tottntir  relative  fo  the  b«i<racks,  ii^  ord^  that  die  Houfe 
tiiigbt  be  qualified  ed  }tid^  in  whM  manner  thb  ilioiiey  6f 
'  AeHr  cohftituents  was  applied.  .     )      . 

Mr.  Sbiridati  faid,  th&t,  by  voting  oecarionki  fo^lM  c^  ^- 
*  tourit^  fte  public  would  by  degrees  vote  aii«^  tnbtt  than  if  a 
']pl»tV  6t  efttotlte  bad  been  origtnaHy  laid  before  them :  tbe)M- 
*-•  Vol.  IL  1795.  Gg  foAt 
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,tait  dharge  for  barracks  was  only  down  to  the  5th  of  Auguft 
laft,  and  money  was  ftill  due;  the  majorrty  of  them  were 
only  building.  He  wiChed  chat  oiinifters  would  come  forward 
with  a  declaration  how  much  would  complete  the  plan,  that 
die  Heufe  might  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  purfuine  it. 
He  believed  he  was  moderate^  when  be  did,  that,  in  addition 
Co  the  6oo,oool.  which  had  been  expended,  thefe  barracks 
would  coft  one  million  more. 

Mr.  Whitbriad^s  motion  was  then  negativedt  and  the  report 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grey  moved,  <<  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe^ 
an  account  of  all  fi^ms  of  money  expended  on  banacks  in 
Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  and  Jerfey,  (together  witb  the 
money,  hud  out  for  bedoing,  fitrniture,  and  utenfils  in  Che 
iame)  which  have  been  en&i  between  the  ift  of  January, 
1790,  and  die  I  ft  of  December,  *l^^S*  ANb,  an  account 
of  the /urns  now  due  for  the  fame;  and  an  eftimate  of  all 
lums  of  money  which  will  be  neceflary  .to  compleai:  fuch  as 
SUB  now  built^  or  are  intended  to  be  buik."-«^r<fered« 

Mr.  Sbiriim  then  moved  for  ^  An  account  of  the  numr 
ber  and  names  of  all  barrack  mailers,  and  other  officers,  ap- 
pouited  to  fvpertniend  the  faid  Tcveral  barracks,  built,  or  in- 
tended to  be  built  ^  with  an  account  of  dieir  ialaries  and 
emoluments.*'    Ordered* 

PETITIONS  FOR   AND   AGAINST  THE   TREASON  AND 
SEDITIOUS   MEETING  BILLS. 

Kf  r.  Dunc9mbi  prefented  a  peCidon  from  the  freeholders  of 
die  countv  of  York  againft  the  Bills,,  which  had  been.puc 
into  his  hands  by  a  worthy  ^cipet  (Sir  William  Milner). 
It  was  ordered  to  lie  00  the  table. 

Mr.  WitktffgruixAy  heirofe  toprefent  a  counter-petition 
ftom  Yorkihire.  Hepbferv^  that  the  mode  in  which  the* 
peution,  pcefented  by  his  hooourable.^oUcague,  had  been  o^ 
Cahied,  was  very  im&ir.  7'he.meeun^  was  certainly  reglarly 
called,  buttheoppofersof  the  Bills  wiued  not  to  let  the  fup- 
porters  1^  ibem  have  regular  notice, 

Mr.  Wtlberforce  fiated,  diat  he  himfelf  was  in  York  when 
the  meeting  for  the  petiuon  uras  called  j  and  he  expelled,  froor^ 
jKhe  ms^fier  in  which  it  was  cooduded,  and  the  manner  in 
which  ^eJQund  the  friends  of  oppofidon.  endeavoured  to  mif^ 
reprefent  the  Bills,  diat  he  w(>uld  be  out*numbered.  Thofe 
who  wanted  a  petition  againft  the  Bills,  fent  for  all  thei^ 
friends  to  die  Weft  Riding,  and  elfewherea  and  took  ca^ 
.ml  to  ffiakc  Ch^  bi^cfs  public  wh^e  they  expelled  pppo- 
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filioh.  TI1C  lame  fort  of  fnifrsprefoiUtion  was  ufed  as  that 
which  had  beeo  feat  to  Newoiftle,  informing  perlbns  there 
that  the  bankers  and  merchants  of  the  city  of  London,  the 
pe(»Ie  of  Wcftminfter,  the  fneeeholders  of  Surrey  and  Mid- 
Acux^  unanioioufly  oppofed  the  Bills.  '  He  fiw  that  a  paper, 
coiicbed  in  the  very  fame  words  with  that  fent  to  Newcaftle, 
was  tranfmitted  to  Yorkfl&ire*  This  paper  grofely  mtfrepre- 
fented,  not  onlv  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  but  the  Bills 
thcrofdves.  He  folemnly  detlaredt  dia^  ^^^  public  fenfe  wai 
decidedly  in  farour  of  the  Bills  in  Yorklhire.  It  was  m  re« 
Ipedable  county;  aUd  of  this  the  pnitioa  he  was  about  to 
prefent  was  a  proof,  al  it  was  fikned  by  a  very  confiderabte 
number  of  refpeAable  naoies.  They  refleded  cooRy  on  the 
Bills;  and  had  prefented  the  petition  to  that  honoaraUe  Houfa^ 
in  the  aflured  idea  that  the  BiUs  if  pafled  into  laws,  were' 
calculated  to  prererve  to  them  the  bleflings  of  the  conftiru« 
don. 

Mr.  Fox  laid  he  valued  the  county  of  York  as  much  as  any 

fcntleman,  for  men  of  worth  and  independence  of  chara£ler;' 
e  could  not,  however,  but  remark,  bow  much  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe  feemed  to  exult  on  die  circumftance  of  receiv* 
sng  a  petition  in  favour  of  their  meafures  from  that  countv;' 
tiiey  had  not  taken  the  fame  notice  of  a  petition  from  the 
counties  of  SuiFolki  of  Surry,"'or  of  Middlefex,  with  which 
furely,  if  a  criterion  of  the  extifeffion  of  public  opinion  was 
to  be  formed  by  petition,  no  comparifon  could  hold ;  neitbec 
had'the  petitions  firom  difierent  populous  places  in  thto  fame 
county,,  as  Halifax,  Leeds,  &c.  been  recollected,  thou^  the 
numbers  who  figoed  the  latter  petitions  atxM>unted  to  near 
ao^ooa  ... 

The  Aitortuy  GineraJ  declared,  that  after  what  hapfiened  the 
preceding  ifigbt  on  the  paffing  of  the  Bill,  he  coiildnot  avoid 
iayii^  a  few  words,  as  be  thought  it  pertinent  to  the  prefent 
petition.  When  he  called  to  mrna  the  tranfedions  that 
formed  the  bafe  of  judicial  proceedings  in  the  laft  ftltb  trials 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  be  could  not  a^oid  thinkihg  on  the  liheA 
predicament  of  .diat  great  coortty.  Societies  here,  ading 
conjointly  with  other  focieties  in  Sheffield  and  Leeds,  2cc« 
addrefled  t^  Ns^tional  Convention,  and  the  Convention  re* 
turned  for  anfwer,  that  they  would 's^ft  them  in  maintaining 
what  (hey  called  their  right.  Thefe -focieties  were -the  cuuM 
of  the  war  ^  and  their  number  was  fo  mcreafed,  that  upwards 
of  io,pOo*met  at  Hackney,  opcilly  avowing  jacobin  prio* 
ciples,  particularly  one  man,  CdiMt'BreUlfi.  it  was,  at  that 
meeting^  appointed  ^o  (end  delegates  to  the  Scotch  Conven* 

Gg  2  tioii. 


tkuu  When  Meetings  were  lefs  freqMcnt,  in  conicquencc 
of  ibmc  being  profcputerf  and  abfcoiidii\g  from  juftice^  many 
of  tbem  went  down  to  Sheffield  tbabufe  the  right  of  petition. 
There  it  was  publicly  declared  th*t  they  never  woujd  pet&tion 
parliameiu:  for  tlicy  maintained  fhat  fte  Icgiflature  wav  not 
competent  to  redrefs  their  .grievances  i  and  declared  they' 
Mfould  te^cb  tha  558  gentlemen  who  compofed  th^  Cpm* 
i^ons  to  go  about  their  bufinf  fs.  The  alarming  defigns  and 
4uigerpiis  Dfa£Ucea  of  the  focir^^s  was  provea  by  evidence 
<Ui  tl^  talbje  of*  the  hoiifel  'Thus  the  coi^fiitutipn  and  gow 
v^rnmept  were  brought  into  peril  by  bad  tneii,  who  fet  up  the 
pfetext  9f  having  grieyances  to  cocQplai|i  o^  2t$  a  plea  |o;  their* 
aflefnbliog  with  far  diiFeren^  views  and,  intentions. 

The  Attorney  General  adverted  to  the  hand-bill,  (ent  dowa 
tp  Newcaitt^  mifreprefenting  the  counties  of  Surry  and 
Mi4<U^^  .chf  f  ities  of  London  and  Wefiminfter.    This  pa- 

Srr  he  repeated  it,  gave  the  moft  falUcious  account  of  the 
iU^,  otnkcipg  tlieir  beft  provifions^  anu  ftating  rcftriAions 
If bicb  they  d^d  not  contain^  The  ^ounties^  aii^d  jSaces  alluded 
t^  fro^  that  rairrepr^fentatton^  vvere  fo  alarmed,  as  to  petition 
againft  the  Bills.  Hence  it  w^s  thajt  the  QxcriS  of  the  county 
of  N.Qrtb§unbq:land  was  called  upon  to  figh  a  requifition  for. 
2k  mcffting  ^1  vote  a  pctitioa  azainft.  the  Bills.  He  kbew,^ 
from  e^qp^epce,  ihat  the  inhaiibitant^  of  that  county  were 
frieiidA  m  (be.  cpnftitution.  ^DJi*  government ;.  and  he  wa^ 
Qortaio  that  tbc^  BiRs,  when  pafled  into  laws,  would  attach 
tbeoi  a.  pofliblcj  iiill  noLOce  to  the  co^ftitution  and  govern-* 
flMnt. 

•i  Mu.J\xJbii%  that  fimilar  pcoc^eedings  with  thofe  id  which 
the  learned  gentleman  alluded,  had  alfo  takeii  place  ip^  Mid- 
Htfbbt  ia  W^jftiyinftsr^  in-  $puthwark>  and^  in  Surry.  He 
iaentiqiifil  iha^  petitions  againft  the  Bills  had  been  receive^ 
bom  nearly  tv^ototy  thou  {and  perfons  Jn  the  country,  fo  that 
the  bonourible  gentleq&ao  oug^t  by  no  oieans  to  flatter  hioi- 
fetf  with  fD  depi&ve  a  ma^orujr  as  he  had  reprefented. 
t   Thft  peuiion  wa^  ofdprcd  to'  T^oa  the  table. 

Mr.  ^.  RmiJJf  rev^inded  the  houfe  th^^c,  he  had  fuggefte4 
anarpepdmebt  to  ooe  .^.the.  Bi^s  whicib  the  learned  gen« 
idemaahadndoptcd.:  it  luul  beenJaid  that  ^mtfreprcf^-ntations 
pf  the  BiUfi(  abroad,,  tnd  not  the  Bills  tbem&lves,  had  fprea^ 
thealaim.  SinreLy  the  ^^Is^^as  they  at  firft  ftood,  and  the 
manoQi  in  vv  hicb  they  had  hcfin  iiuiounced  to  the  houfe  by  a 
#tgh|  honourable  genikm^n^.  contained  feeds  of  alarfn  fylE^ 
cicntly  tcnibfc  to  the  cou^tryj,  befidc  Aat,  the  very  circum^i 
fiance  x^  Ibe  amw4mfW  v^^  ^  ^^  *^^  proved  that  the 
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i^nn  had  arifeo  froip  ^z  Bills  tbeipiclvf^s*  and  mi^^M  nif^ 

rcprefeatatioQ* 

i  Mr.  Sicrgj^arf  Dmdas  9refente4  a  pedtion  froia  the  mer-^^ 

chants  and  manu&Aucei:s  of  (ala^w»  ia- favour  qf  the  BilU 

thcq  pendinji^  in  parliameat* 

Mr.  Shirtdan  prefented  another  againft  the.  (aid  3ill$3  front 
tbe  town  of  Strathavcn, 

They  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic* 

Mr.  ffm  Smhh  prelbnted  a  petition,  which  he  fiud  diKFered 
entirely  in  its  nature  from  the  many  that  had  been  lately  pre- 
fented ;  k  was  a  petition  from  fereral  per^s,  Wfao,  wkh 
divers  others,  bad  engaged  with  Mr.  James  Morgan,  in  « 
fubfcription  for  the  loan  oF  the  year.  The  petition  was 
brought  up  and  read.    The  following  »  a  copy  i 

To  tb0 BMmrabli  Boafe  tfCmm$Mi  in  FarSamaH  tffembUd^  . 
.  W£y  vAmU  aainesy  axe  haeiuBto  fiibicxlbQiy  bclog  peifoM  wfae,  with  divok 
vAnatf  had  engaged  themfelvet  iii.a  i^^jfCku^  uadtr  the  mouvciBent  aa^ 
condu4fc  of  Jomqs  MofgWt  of  KgT^fingy<Mu  M  the  coujUj  of  Middkfesy  Ef^«  loi[ 
t:c  purpoie  of  makjjig  a  loaa  to  thi^  puUic  of  fiich  money  a»  might  be^wantod  §t^ 
the  poblic  iervice  of  the  preieat  .yaav* 
Do  moft  humhly  repiciieiitii 

That  for  foiiie  time  previou*  xp  tlieir  ioopiog  foch  fubfatpt'oa,  for -the  par« 
pofies  bdbro-meiitioMriv  •a'  pn^t  to  tho  as^h  day  of  November  laH,  it  ima 
mattrrof  public  notoriety,  chat  the  mooey  wanted  for  Che  public  fervJcewas  t% 
be  borrowed  on  a  competition  of  ofiers^  wheioof  the  moft  advantageoue  to  cha 
jmblic  was  to  be  aceeptod^ 

Thac  ihii  method  wosby  tfie  Right  iknourable  theChnnceUor  of  hie  Maicfty*i 
Bxdie^iicr  coamonkated  to  the  Go'»o|ior  of  the  BankoC  JSHgl  and*  at  ia  ofiui  hi 
foch  cafes,  and  by  him  to  thp  faid  James  Morgan. 

That|  in  confeqaence  wheieQ^.yowc  potit'O&en  f^moMA  to  themleUei  tho 
^lanof  bocoming,Hidder$fortheloafV  .  •     - 

That  the  faii  |arnes  Morgan  having  informed  the.  Right  Honourable  the 
Chag^^eUor  'of  cbo  Exchequer  of  his  readineii  to  treat  for  the  loan*  he  was  hi- 
10^  «)  tbe  Tiea(bry.oi|  the  (aid  a5th  day  of  Novejq^bex^at,  whiob  day  was  fixed 
fcr  thp  fo^ioiQokacioo  of  the  natare  and  extent  oi  the  Joan,  in  order  that  chg 
IttlqNi^l  hMers  might  be  fully  poqiaied  againa  the  time  ^ud.  lor  the  biddings 
i^ich.  was  .clw  Fiiday  following* 

That  thoibld.]amei  Morgan  was  then,  &r  the  firft  tim«>  reqoofled.  to  deckro 
Udiediir  he  wottld.agreo  to  bid  for  the-  loan,  en  conditioo  iMt  tbe  ofier  mide  bf 
htm  (iboold h  tnmoiit  C9.be  the ao^  adrascageoos  (or  the.  pub^)  jhoold  be  at  thf 
option  of  Mei&s.  JBoyd  and  others^  the  contradon  /or  the  (aid  loan,  \p  fopeiicde 

by 
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bj  fHKnttfi  t0  wftttBt  Im  nontf  tt  ft  rate  more  sdvistsgedas  to  the  puUic  k^ 
JmIT  percent,  or  ten  fliniiii§t  Ml  every  one  bandred  pooads  to  be  borrowed. 

That  )fovr  pefiticcett  humUy  xepceffnt,  tbat  is  tbrfr  miiidt  there  cnaot  esii 
tnf  good  or  CvBatnt  rtvhn  why  fech  intfereaee  ought  to  be  girea  to  the  con* 
traAors  for  the  left  loen«  mofe  cfpecially  e>  they  aie  infiBrmed,  that  many  of  the 
yerlooiiMho  fbfiiiihed  the  laft  loan  to  g otemment^  ai  ftandiag  on  the  tift  orMeflri* 
Boyd  and  otherB,  the  then  contraAorty  are  not  the  fame  perfoni  u  aie  upon  thelt 
lift  for  the  prcfentloan.  And  that«  in  cafe  it  ihodd  appear  that  any.tcrmi  mtn 
soade  on  the  contraA  for  the  lafl  loan*  thoft  terat  cooM  only  apply  to  the  fame 
perfoBS  with  whom  fneh  tenns  were  made,  ot  whowere  fiabU  to  be  aflfefted 
thereby. 

,  They  fartho-  humbly  itprdcst  onto  jonrJioaourable  Hovle^  that,  relying  in  fall 
confticnce  on  a  fair  competition  beiag  aUowed  in  offering  to  make  the  loin  for  tha 
fttbUc,  they  have  been  induced  to  prepare  laige  fams  of  money,  ready  to  be  applied 
to  the  ufe  of  the  pobUe|  ihould  the  ofier  nude  on  their  part  have  beea  fouad  thv 
Bioft  advantageous. 

'  That  the  plan  of  a  competidbn  bting  deftroyed  by  the  conditions  iBpuUted  ia 
frvonr  of  the  contradors  ^  the  laft  loan,  they  hive  been  depiived  of  an  opportn- 
ftlty  of  makfaig:iu]y  bidding  tor  the  lean;  which  tspportonity  they  humbly  infift  they 
taere  entitled  to,  as  well  from  the  declared  terma  of  a  competition  being  allowed,  aa 
of  the  great  benefit  to  arife  to  the  conntry  therefrom ;  whereby  your  pe6tioners  have 
fufbuned  great  injury,  aot  having  any  provifion  made  for  the  reinvedment  of  their 
naoney,  by  them  neceflfarily  called  in,  to  be  prepared*  to  make  the  ufual  depofit,  and 
fucb  payments  as  might  be  find  for  aH  eirly  period. 

That,  in  regard  your  petitioned  are  advifed  that  the  contrads,  nude  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Eichequer  for  all  public  baas,'  are  upon  condition  of  the  landioa 
of  parliameat  for  the  ternu  thereof} 

Yoor  petitioncn  therefore,  for  the  reafoas  before  ftated,  moft  humbly  ptay  yoar 
honourable  Hoofe  will  not  fanOion  the  cootraA  made  with  Meflh.  Beyd  and 
others,  for  the  loap  for  the  enfuing  jear;  and  that  your  petitkioert  may  be 
heard  by  cooafel  ia  fupport  of  this  thdr  petition. 

And  your  petitioneraihall  ever  pray,  ftc« 

Mr.  Smith  bid  this  petition  was  figned  by^between  T50  and 
200  names.  The  immediate  object  of  the  complatnc  was, 
their  individual  fufFerings  as  fubfcribers ;  the  public  grievance 
was  an  incidental  circumftance.  He  did  not  wifli  to  inter- 
rupt the  courfe  of  public  bufinefs  which  at  prefeiit  ptefied,  he 
was  however  defirous  that  the  matter  might  be  taken  into 
confideration  in  proper  tiftie  to  prevent  any  vote  of  lanAion« 
He  tterefore  gave  notice^  that  he  would  move  to  have  it  taken 
into  confideration  before  the  Houfe  entered  into  the  committee 
of  wavs  and  iseans,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  the  budget  on 
Monday. 

Tii 
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Thi  ChancilUr  $ftbi  Exchequer^  faid,  the  moft  regular  atid 
parliamentary  way  of  difcufling  the  fubjedof  die  petition  juft 
prefented,  would  be  to  refer  it  to  th^  committee  of  .waya  and 
means,  in  which  the  budget  was  to  be  opened.  The  £rft  vote 
refpeding  the  loan  would  be  as  to  its  amount,  when  the  ftate- 
ment  of  the  fupplies  would  come  to  be  compared  with  the 
wa3r8  and  means  of  the  year ;  with  that  vote  this  petition  had 
no  conn^dion.  The  next  vote  would  be  asr  to  the  terms  ef 
the  loan,  to  which  point  the  petition  immediately  applied  ;  the 
committee  iivixild  then  confider  whether  the  bargain  made  with 
Mr.  Boyd  was  a  proper  one,  taking  in  all  the  circumftances. 

Mr.  F$x€k^t&eA  to  referring  the  petition  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means. .  It  ftated  fa£b ;  thefe  might  or  might  not 
be  controverted ;  a  difference  of  opinion  might,  and  probably 
would,  arife  refpeAing  it.  Suppofe  the  allegations  on  different 
fides  were  ftated  different  ways,  each  party  aiTertmg  the  truth 
of  the  atlegafions  they  .ftated,  and  the  dthecdenying  their  va- 
lidity \  it  would  then  depend  upon  the  evidence  that  might  be 
adduced  on  both  fides,  and  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
could  not  examine  witnelles.  The  better  way  h&  thought 
would  be  to  refer  the  matter  containiied  in  thepetition  to,  a  com- 
mittee, with  power  to  examine  witnefles.  That  he  conceived 
would  be  the  beft  way,  marmuch  as  the  queftion  would  be  en- 
tirely a  queftion  of  evidence. 

<72tf  QK(ncilkr  ofthi.Exchsquer  faid,  that  wlien  in  the  cotoi- 
mittec  of  ways  and  means,  if  there  were  any  doubts  or  differ- 
ence refpeSing  the  &6b,  and  thofe  doubts  were  important,  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  that  committee  to  report-  progrefs, 
and  aik  leave  to  fit  again  on  a  future  day,  and  take  any  interme- 
diate fteps  neceflary  to  remove  thofe  doubts,  and  afcertain  the 
faas. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  that  as  the  petitioners  rflied  upon  the 
juftice  of  their  caufe^  they  weredefirous  of  producing  eiridence» 
He  had  otherwife  no  objedion,  to  the  petition  being  referred 
to  the  committee  of  wavs  and  meansi  if  any  /iur  opportunity 
of  difcuffion  would  be  afforded. 

'  Mr.  Fox  wilhed  to  know  wb^t  obje&ion  the  Chancellor  of 
.the  Exchequer  had^  to  the  petition  being  taking  into  the  con- 
fiderittion  of  the  Uoufe  on  Monday,  before  going  into  the 
<^mmittee  of  ways  and  means  ? 

Thi  Chancellor  oftbi  Exchequer  informed  him>  that  be  did 
not  wifli  that  any  preliminary  master,  on  which  there  waa 
lik^y  to  be  a  debate,  Ihould  precede  the  budget,  which  it  was 
lumwo  generally  involved  fubje£ls  of  ^xtenfive  and  laborious^ 

detail  j' 
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4c(aH  i  and  the  Aitv  he  ow^  to  the  puUic  i^rvke  aade  bin 
•ppofe  any  Todi  delay*    . 

Mr«'  ^04r  faid,  he  feared  that  mixing  the  objed  of*^  ped^i- 
ticMtwidi  the  other  bafiileft  of  the  budget  woald  aalBe  t09 
much  bafgieft  for  one  day. 

The  CbameUdf  ofibi  Ettcbefuir  faid  his  opiman  was,  dutt 
in  die  cooitnittee  the  fub}eA  of  ch^  pedtim  would  Ik  in  (o  aar^i 
aowaoompaffv  that  it  woold  not  create  any  gratt  iridtrion  of 
ei^tent  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  budget  in  general. 

lAx.  H^ffiy  obfervad  diat  there  iitrere  m\y  tw»  witnefles  tx> 
the  craoTafiion  of  which  the  pdtittonoomfdained,  the  govemel: 
of  the  bank  of  Enflhuid  nod  Mr.  Morgan.  lb  wiflied  to 
know  if  die  Chanodlor  of  the  Exchequer  had  any  objedtion  t!» 
having  thofe  gendemen  before  the  committee  to  he  ex* 
SBAined  on  Monday,  as  they  were,  the  onl^y  perfoos  who  cedU 
give  evidence.  If  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  had  no  ob* 
^Akm^  he  fiibmitted  the  propiiety  of  makoig'an  0r<fer  far 
their  attendanee* 

7^  CtantilUr  tftbi  EMckequer  thouglit  the  hononrable 
gemlemanhsd  heard  him  (ay,  that  there  could  be  no  examtna^ 
aioo  in  dkb  comnnetee  of  ways  and  means.  If  there  wetfe  wmm 
feenal  doobis^  aJuither  ftep  might  nndoubredly  be  taicen. 

After  finne  farther  converfation^  the  petition  wai  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means-  on  Monday  the  xytbt 

The  Chancdhr  if  tie  Exchequer  theix  moved^  dial  the 
«ther  orders  of  d>e  day  be  read. 

MR.  RtEyB6*S   PAMPHLET. 

,  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved  diet  the  report  t>f  the  eooifttftfee  6h 
the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Reeves  ought  to  be  cortfidered  as  a  qtief^ 
tion  of  privilege,  artd  therefpreibotrld  preeedesll  other  bttfine(¥^ 
eipecially  as  it  was  underftood,  when  the  fubjefl  .wasIaftbcC 
fore  thenoufe^  (haf  itihould  come  on  to-day.  Be  thei^efere^ 
coiave  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  fuggcflcd  the  propriety  of  makr 
ing*  an  order  for  the  atterid^nec  of  Mr.  Reeves  on  Ttiefday 
next  in  the  Roufeyand  iheti  gendertien  U'OuM  deliver  their  ferf» 
timents  on  the  mode  of  proceedingto  be  ado^ed'fnthis  cafb.  ' 
The  Chancelkf  ef  the  Bxchefuer  faid,  he  ftw^  no  bbjec- 
don  to  thw,  provided  the  dWer  was  m^c  with  a  jgerteral  iwit- 
derftanding  that  nd  gtntieman  was  pledged  to  any  future  pro^ 
ceediog  on  the  fubjcdt.  He  ddcltrrctfy  tiiat  tbougH  the  evFdentib 
in  tlic  rcpoit'of  the  eommittce  was  ftifficicnt,  in  hlaopinion, 
that  die  bufirrcfs^  fliould  be  Tent  before  a  jury,  bjr  Ae  Hotife'  dP- 
refiing  the  Attorney  General  to  profccute  Mr.  Reeves  as'thb 
)iuihor ;  vet  even  if  rire  evidence,  was-ev^r  fo  clear  and.  fhUMt^* 
tory,  he  (bould  not  readily  agree  tO  fbe  Houfc  adopting  the  coo* 

clufipoa 
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clufions  of  the  committee^  in  pofiuTely  declaring  Mr,  Reeves 
to  be  the  author.  In  the  lail  caTe  they  might  proceed  to  deal 
wiA  bim  on  their  own  authority ;  whereas  in  ev^ry  view  it. 
appeared  matter  infinitely  more  proper  for  the  dUcufiion  of  a 
jury. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  bad  great  doubts  whether  it  would  be  at  all 
proper,  that  the  Houfe,  after  having  taken  cognizance  of  the 
Jibe),  fliould  give  the  proceeding  diought  fit  to  be  inftituted 
re/peding  it  out  of  their  hands. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid  his  intention  was  to  move,  that  Mr. 
Reeves  be  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe  on  Tuefday  the  8th  ; 
and  previous  to  his  being  called  in,  the  Houfe  might  determine 
what  proceedings  it  ihould  talce. 

The  Mqfter  of  the  Rolls  (aid,  he  firongly  objeaed  ta  tht 
order  for  requiring  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Reeves,  while  they, 
iafa£l,  were  debating  the  queftion  whether  he  w&s  the  author  } 
if  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  were  of  opinion  that  he  (bould  be 
profecuted,  the  refolution  they  midit  come  to  would  (hew 
that  bis  attendance  was  not  required;  in  fad  it  could  neverbe 
necefiary.  Before  thc.y  proceeded  to  call  upon  Mr.  Reeves  to 
attend,  theyOiould  firft  determine  what  fhould  be  the  mode  of 
their  procedure. 

Mr.  Grey  faid|  that  die  committee  bad  beeil  appointed  to  in- 
veftigate  who  was  the  author  to  the  pamphlet  in  queftion^ 
whi(^  was  the  firft  objeA  to  be  afcertained.  He  faid  there 
were  other  modes  of  proceeding;  againft  the  author  than  by 
profecution,  fandioned  by  precedeno  of  the  Houfe  in  ilmilar 
cafes.  He  thought  the  Houfe  might  vindicate  its  owit  dignitv,^ 
without  recdurfe  to  any  other  jurifiUAion.  If  there  appeared  a 
deficiency  of  evidence  the  report  might  be  re-committed,  and 
farther  invefligatbn  purfued^  which  die  coounittee  had  ima-* 
gtned  to  be  Unneceflarf.    . 

Mr.  Sheridan  (aid,  that  an  enquiry  had  been  made,  and  the 
committee  had  reported  to  the  Houfe.    They  would  decide 
whether  the  evidence  thev  had  ftated  was  fu£cienC :  the  next 
confidcradon  would  be  tine  mode  of  procedure,  tf  they  (hould 
determine  to  profecute  by  the  Attorney  General,  the  recom^ 
fXMtoient  would  be  improper*    Thofe  mo  held  a  contvary  opi<> 
mon,  were  undoubtedly  endded  to  call  for  fre(h evidence }  they. 
might  fay^.  ^< you  refiife  to  Jet  us  bring  fo^wards  that  which 
Wtndd  juftiFv  our  mode  of  prcycedure.*'    He  (hould  therefore 
nave  that  tne  committee  nave  leave  to  proceed  in  their  en-*, 
quiry^  and  for  that  purpofc,  that  the  committee  be  revived, . 
that  the  Houfe  might  be  in  pofieffion  of^  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence.   . 

you  n.  1795.  .        H  h  tb9 


934       WOOt)rALL'S  PAfeLIAMtNTARY  MPOHTS '      [ci)MM0Nt. 

n>i  ^Chancellor  of  thi  Exchequer  admitted  that  the  natural 
confcquence  was,  that  thofe  who  wifhed  to  fallow  another  pro* 
-ccdure,  (hould-  rather  wiih  to  have  full  evidence  before  hit 
Houfe.  If  however  the  •authorfhip  were  fully  pr6ved:  he 
ihould  ftill  be  ofopinion,  that  the  beft  mode  of  proceeding  upon 
the  cafe  would  be  by  profecution  at  law,  rather  than. by  the 
Houfe  itfelf.  He  had  no  objcdioh  to  the  revival  uf  the  com- 
mittee,  and  the  production  of  the  new  evidence,  pn  vided  it 
was  underftood,  that  he  did  not  liold  himfelf  bound  thereby  to 
follow  another  line  of  profecution  than  that  which  he  bad  then 
declared  he  thought  moft  eligible. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Idair  (zidy  at  all  events,  he  would  vote  for  fend- 
ing the  enquiry  back  to  the  committee^  becaufe  he  there  law  a 
great  deal  of  illegal  evidence,  or  rather  matter,  which  being  in 
its  nature  inadmiifible  was  no  evidence  at  all  i  and  he  (hould 
hold  himfelf  bound  not  to  vote  for  a  profecution  againft  a  man 
upon  lefs  evidence  than  Would  be  fufficient  to  find  a  bill  againft 
him  before  a  grand*  jury. 

The  Majier  of  the  Rolls  again  rofe,  and  contended,  that  if 
Aere  was  fufBcient  evidence  to  found  profecution  upon,  and 
that  mode  was  to  be  adopted,  it  was  unnecefTary  to  fend  the 
report  back  to  the  committee. 

7he  Speaker  interfered,  and  obferved,  that  the  converfation, 
though  not  in  order,  had  been  fuffered  to  proceed  in  order  to 
ad^uft  a  matter  for  the  convenience  of  the  Houfe.  He  fhted 
the  progrefs  of  the  converfation,  and  that  the  queflion  of  the 
moment  was  for  reading  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  motion  /or  reading  the  orders  of  the  day  being  with- 
drawn, upon  die  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  further  coHfider- 
ation  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  enquiry  was  deferred  to 
Monday  the  14th. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  moved,  that  the  committee  be  revived* 

Mr.  Sec.  Dundas  oppofed  this,  on  the  gtound,  that  witnefles 
(hould  go  to  the  trial  pure  and  unprejudiced,  and  with  minds 
unfettered  by  former  declarations.  If  there  was  enough  to 
proceed,  he  thought  it  improper  to  go  further  in  the  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  argument  went  againfl  all  commit- 
tees of  enquiry. 

After  fome  farthei;  converfation  betweefi  Mr.  Shefidan,  Mr. 
Dundas,  Mr.  WigWy,  Sir  W.  Y66ng,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  committee  was  revived,  aiidlqave  granted 
to  proceed. 

TREASON.  8ILL. 

The  other  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  (h^lloufe  to  take 
iiito  confiderationy  the  report  of  tt^  amendments  made  in  the 

committee 
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committee  on  Lord  Grenville's  Bill,  'all  the*  gentlemen  who 
bad  uniformly  oppofcd  it,  ji^uit^d  the  houfe  immediately. 
The  amendments  were  then  gone,  ,^rough,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe,  after  which  tjtkc  BI]]^  with  the  amendments, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrofled  and  read  a  third  time  on  Thurf* 
daynext. 

The  motion  was  carried.— Adjourned  at  lo  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OE  COMMONS. 

Menu  AY,  December  Jw 
GRAND  JUNCTION  Ci^AL  BILL.  . 
Mr.  Powys  moved,  that  the  third  reading  of  ^bis,3ill  be 
poftpone^,.on  account  of  the  Important  bufinefs  to  come.j^* 
fore  the  hoiife  that  day;  his  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
dtvifion.  The  Bill  was  then  read  a*' third  timej  arifUfcveral 
daufcs  added  to  it  by  way  of  riders. 

PETITIONS   FOR  AND   AGAINST   THE   TREASON  AND 
SEDITION  BILLS. 

Mr.  R.  Fyner  prcfented  a  petiti6n,  figned  by  feveral  re- 
fpeflablc  inhabitants  of  the  tdwn  of  Thirfk  \h  Yorkfhire, 
ag^iiift  the  paifing  of  the  Bills  into  laws.— Ordered  to  lie  Oii 
(he  table.  •         •      .• 

^'^ir  Francis  Bajef  preknted  a  petition  from  feveral  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Redruth,  in  favour  of  thiC  Bills.— Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  '   * 

Sir  W".  W:  Wynne  i^tikriXtA  a  peffwon  frSmthe  town  of 
Wrexham,  in  Denbighfhire,  difepprovjng  of  a  petition  ad« 
ready  preferitcd  to  the  houfe  in  fiavour'of  the  Bilh.  On  ^ 
petition  being  read,  '   y 

The  Speaker  obfervcd,  that  there  appeared  nothing  in  the 
wording  of  it  that  entitled  it  to  be  regarded  as  a  peticron,  for 
nothing  was  prayed  for.  Sir  W':  IV,  P^ynne,  confcquently 
withdrew  it.       '  •    ' 

'  Mr.  Gfey  prefented  a  petitiSh  agaffift  the  Bills,  -figned  by 
AOOOof  the  inbabiunts  of  Hudd|kr%fieldi'in'YorkfliTre.-*-Or-» 
Jered  to  lie  on  thclable.*  '      ' 

A  petition  Was  prefented  from  .Lincolnfhire  agaihft  the 
Bills. 

ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Rofi  jUDVed  foi  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  quan« 

tit;  of.  rehned  Sugar  exported  from  Great  Britain  for  the  laft 

Hh2  three 
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three  years.  Alfo  for  the  nctt  produce  on  tobacco  and  fnuff 
for  the  laft  three  years.  An  account  of  die  amount  of  tlirf 
produce  of  the  aflefled  taxes  for  the  I^ft  three  years*  An  ac« 
count  of  the  amount  of  duties  do  legacies  for  the  laft  three 
years*  And  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  difcount  allowed 
on  the  prompt  payment  of  the  duties  on  fall  for  the  laft  tl^ree 
years.  All  of  which  were  prefented  by  iht  proper  officers, 
and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  tbejtahle. 

.HIS  MAJESTY'S  MESSAGE,     ' ' 

Thi  Cbancillor  rf  the  Exchtquifr  delivered  a  Meflage  from 
His  Majefty  to  the  following  effed : 

O.R.  • 

flis  Mf^fkj  tluakt  pro^  to  infarni  hit  faitfcful  Commons,  that  a  cenfider* 
f  ble  fu^ii  llkdj  to  ariif  frop  the  Talc  of  prices  taken  from  the  tTnited  Ptovincn 
of  Holland,  and  that  her  haa  ordeicd  the  amount  to  ^  aTceitained^  and  the 
oiverplni,  alter  the  claims  of  the  canton  had  been  difcharscd«  to  be  applied  to  the 
pttUlc  fekviee. 

Hh  Cbmuilbr  rfthe  Exfhfuir  laid,  as  there  couid  not  be 
any  obie^^on  to  tt»  he  (boujd  move  the  ufual  addrefs  of  thanka 
p>  ha  Adaiefty  for.  his  moft  gracious  mcflage :  be  had,  how- 
ever, to  ooferve  with  rerped  to  the  allowance  to'  be  mad^  to 
captors,  that  it  depended  upon  particular  circumftances. 
$ome  of  the  veiTels  werie  taken  io  a  manner  whi<;h  refledied  as 
much  merit  upon  the  captors  ms  if  they  were  taken  in  a  ftate 
v[  .war«i  At^  t)Mt  cafe  tbe  aOowance  to  them  would  of  courfe 
be  liberal :  there  were  however  ojther  cafes  in  which  the 
frafloU  wer/»  m^y  4c(ained  by  order  of  government,  and 
then  of  courfe  the  allowance  would  be  proportionably  fmaiL 
He  coDcluded  wttlv4noring.  the  Addreft. 
.  Sir  Francis  fimi^g.fyidy  ha  by  no  means  objeded  to  the 
principle,  but  liad  feme  doubc  with  rdpeS  to  the  dilmiffing  of 
certain  individual  claims,  under  a  claufe  in  the  Dutch  Pro; 
pertyfiiH.  He  dM  not  know  whether  ia  tbe  piefent  caic 
they  f  ould  have  ircourie  to  a  court  of  juftice. 

Sir  IVilliam  8c»ti  in  reply  faid,  that  the  meflage  operated  ta 
that  ppifit,  ^  the  q:^oney  w^  not  to  be  applied  to  the  public 
fervife  tintil  certain  legal  claims  couM  be  difcharged.  Bo« 
fidef,  the  claufe  to  which  the  honourable  Baronet  alluded 
would  not  prevent  their  feeking  and  obtainiiie  redreis  Jn  the 
^ourt  of  Admiralty,  or  the  other  cpuiti  of  juflkc^ 

Tht 
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The  Addnft  wai  then  agread  to^nmu  <m.&'4 hit  Majefty*» 
neflage,  oa  toe  motion  of  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Excheqwry 
tras  xcferrcd  id  the  Comiaitteeof  Wmjs  awl  himm. 

*  SUPPLY. 

'  Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  CommittBC  of 
Supply,  that  the  fum  of  6<24^752lrbe  mnidd  to  his  Majety 
to  defray  the  ad^tional  expences  of  the  Kavy:  '  And  ti^ 
that  the  fum  of  708*400).  be  gnrited  to  his  Majefty,  to  de- 
fray the  eacpences  oJT  building  mi^  of  war)  Sec  for  the  year 
1796. 

,  BuaciT.  * 
The  Houie  then  went  into  z  CommUtee.  of  Ways  and 
Meanf ,  Mr.  Hibart  in  the  Ctoir. 

Tbi  CbamiUorof  the  Exc^tur  rofe,  fad  faid,  he  was  per* 
fediy  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  endes^oiiring,  at  Co  early  a 
psriqd  ef  the  fefion,  to  caQ  tbe^atfention  of  the  committee 
to  a  geoeial  yiewpf  the  expepcoB  of  the  year>  and  of  pro- 
pofin^  to  them  the  means  ot  fticettng  thofe  expences.  <  A 
coofiderable  part  of  th^lfe.es^pf^cescoii&AOWjonly  bejudgetf 
of  by  cftimate^  ana  muft  ofpCourfe  be  taken  upon  confidence* 
At  the  fame  time^,he  ti;ttfiad,r|£at  be  ihould  bcvable  to  give  a 
general  account  faffici^mly;  exad,  and  tbat  the  Committee 
would  agree  with  him  that  it  was  materiaily  important  to  ^ 
public  fervice  not  V)  pgO^^one  this  bufiads  to  a  later  period. 
Thecoounittee  wouM  vepoUe(3:  that,  at  the  cpiiimencpmentof 
the  prefent  t^ffiooy tiis  f'lajeftyi  in  the  fpeech  from  die  thronet 
had  held  out  to  parlian^nty  and  the  nation,  the  proTpeS  of  a 
negociation  for  peace  ^  ^na  it  was  the  opinioa  of  parliam^t 
that  the  probability  of  a  j(pce^  tehnination  of 'the  war  wpiild 
be  maierially  affiftedby  our  (iiewiBg  io  ti^^Aemjft.'t^  we 
were  prepared  for  either  altprn^ve.  ,  U^der 'mat^tnpftffien, 
and  feeling  th^t  to  be  the  fcnfe  pf.tbe  houfe,  he  thoHgbf  it 
better  to  come  forward  at  once,  and  (■  open  the  general  ftate 
of  receipt  and  expenditure,  by  fairly  fftatlng  wbat  would  be 
the  total  amount  of  the  fervi<fe  for  another  year  of ,  war,  to* 
gether  with  the  means  of  bvif  -meetbg  and  defraying  thai 
expcnee>.thaatofufii^r  itta  paft  on  to  a  later  period  of  the 
year ;  he  did  this  with  the  more  confidence^  in- the  perfuafion 
that  die  account  wouidbe  a  tciuniph  of  the  finances  of  Gfieat 
Britain,  and  would  demonftrate,  both  to  the  enemy  and  to 
all  Europe,  diat  fbe  was  equal  to  the  emergency,  great  and 
imminent  as  it  was,  in  which  fhe  was  engaged.  When  at 
the  fame  time  he  looked  ou^  of  this  country,  and  obferyed 
Ae  condition  of  the  enemy,  he  found  an  ackiitional  induce- 
ment 
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ment  for  bringing  ibrward  this  account  WfaoA  he  fltw  them 
i^niggliag  to  mwitaia  dieir  expences  by.ftratageuif  and  dft-< 
vifing  ihaagCMdiMkl  expedients  4o  fupply;  tlKir  eichauftetf 
refources  from  month  to  month,  or  rather  from  week  to  week,  be 
va$  defimu^-of  .iKewine  that  Great  Britain  could  confidently 
look- forward^  and  provide  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  for 
yearSy  if  we  fiiould  be  forced  to  that  extremity ;  and  that, 
with  the  ^ohfolatiqn  of  being  able  to  do  fh^s  without  im- 
poCLng  burthens  on  the  people,  that  would  either  fall  feverely 
on  the  lower  Tailks,  of  be  any  material  injurjf  to  trade. 
From  thefe  confideratioi^s  he  was  induced  to  bring  forward 
the  bufincft  ^  the  day  at  that  early  period  of  the  feffion,  and 
helliould  iiot  think  it-neceflary-tb  make  any*  other  prefatory 
introduAioq,  but  proceed  to  cbnfider  the  fubjed  linder  thore 
Beads  into  which  it  refolved  itfelf  as  briefly  and  as  (AftinQly 
aspoffible.  *  '  '!• 

I  It  would  bt  his  duty  to  ftate  Under  the  vari^e^  htHs  ef 
Ibrvice,  the  articles  of  fopply  yhich  had  been  altieady' voted* 
Andfirft,^  ;•  >       .       :  ^  ^' 

The  Navy ;  the  nuthbeV  of  fcamen  for  the  prefent    '    •       • 

•  year  ^a$' 110,000  men, '^ng  1 0,006  more 

•  than  the  preceding  viarV  a™  «c-fttn(i  already  -  ^ 
voted  fof  this  heid  'of  fervice'  was  5,720,0001; 
Gentlemen  wou)d  fefc  wifh^Hde  and  plcafure, 

.    that  in  this  department  of  the  harional  icrvice-       -  - 
fbch  exertions  had  been 'made  as  Had  Itttried       '  ''* 
'  the  navjT  to  a  height tinpafkllclcd  in  JlheYervice.  • 

•  There  virere'fRl^  two  further  fum's  to  be  voted,  *  ">    - 
"  ,  rimely,  624^006!.'  Ad  Jog,oOol. '  for  building 

'  Ihips  and  repairs,  making  the  whole  of  the 
tifrji  for  the-jiar'     •■   ''^ '-']      *  -   7i0*fi;ooo 

Wing  an'exceft  ovcir  tWfum  of  the  year  pre- 
ceding of 757,oobI.  -'Tnls eiteefs, however, he 

"was  perfiiaded,  genHemen^  would  view  with 

"  CompJacency,  fince-it.had  given  fo  decided  a 
fuperiority  to  our  fleet.  * 

The  n?xt  head  of  fervice  Wte  itih  Army,  for  which  •     • 

there  had  already  been  voted  thte  fum  of        -'    6,104,000 
which  was'lfeft  than  the  expcnfc^  6f  the  army  •    * 

fpr  the  laft  year  by  844^000!.-. a  confideration 
which  he  wasfure  would' K'hi^Iy  agreeable 
to  the  Committee,  as  it  Would  Ihe#  that  the 
exccfs'was  on  Aat  head  of  fervice,  which  was  - 
always  the  fevour^te  fervice  of  Engltfiimen, 

'    and 
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and  dut  t  great  redudioo  lad  been  made 
lukder  the  head  of  the  annf. 

There  were  flil),  however,  ferenl  other  (Uma  to 
he  nxed  under  this  head  of  fervice,  tic 

For  the  capcnce  of  feveral  French  coq»,  which 
it  was  thought  might  he  beneficially  emplojed 
in  our  Weft  India  IflandSi  the  (iim  of  -         300,000 

The  Sardinian  Subfidy  •  •  .         OOQiOOO 

The  Eztraordinaries  of  the  Army,  as  far  as  they 
had  been  able  to  be  made  up,  and  as  the  fums 
had  been  paid,  were  -  -  2,6461000 

But  this  was  certainly  not  all  that  would  come 
under  this  head,  and  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
him  precisely  to  ftate  what  farther  might  be 
required}  he  would  eftimate  the  fum  how- 
ever at  -  -  -  35<H0bo 

The  next  head  Of  iervicc  was  the  Ordnance, 

which  was  -  -  .         1,744,000 

a  fum  left  than  the  expence  of  laft  year  by 
577,ocoL 

MUcellaneous  fervices         ^   *  -  *         360,000 

Gendemen  would  obfenre  that  this  was  more 
than  the  laft  year  by  I00)00ol. 
and  whFch  arofe  from  the  increafe  in  the  article 
of  (ecret  icrvice  money.  In  time  of  peace  the 
fum  for  this  fcrvice  was  28,oool«  This  year 
it  had  advanced  to  151,000!. 

The  next  article  that  he  {hould  Rate,  would  be 
the  neceflary  fum  for  replacing  Exchequer 
Bills.   The  amount  of  the  JBxehequer  Bills  was    6,000,000 

Though  it  ftood,  however,  at  this  ^m  on  the 
fupply  Gde  of  the  account,  yet.  as  it  was  his  in- 
tention, as  an  article  of  way^  and  means,  to 
move  for  a  vote  of  credit  for  3,500,000!.  there 
would  in  reality  be  no  more  than  2t500,oool. 
to  be  provided  for  in  the  fupply  of  the  yeai* 

The  next  fum  was  what  he  was  fure  gentlemen 
would  think  it  ri^ht  ibr  him  to  continue  ^  he 
meant  the  provihon  for  the  redu6lion  of  the 
National  Debt.  It  was  a  matterof  confolation 
to  gentlemen  to  know  that  the  meafure  for  the 
redu<3ion  of  our  debt  was  perfever^d  in  with 
imceafing  fteadinefs,  and  that  the  Benefits  of  it 
were  daily  felc  in  the  efficacy  of  the  fund  fee 

apart 
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apart  for  that  pgrpofe.   •  The  rum  on  this  head 

was  ...  .-  -  200,coar 

Gentlemen  would  recblle£l  that  -when  he  made 
the  loan  of  i8,ooo»oool.  laft  year,  he  ftatcd 
the  reafonable  expedlation  which  he  had  of  re- 
ceiving from  the  India  Company  5oo,oool« 
But  left  that  fum  flhould  not  be  paid,  he  had 
provided  taxels  for  nineteen  millions  inftead  of 
eighteen.  In  looking,  however,  at  the  de- 
ficiencies of  the  grants, .  he  (hould  lay  out  of 
At  confideration  for  the  prefent  this  circum- 
ftance,  and  (hould  take  it  on.  the  fame  ground 
as  laft  year.  Under  all  the  various  heads,  the 
deficiencies  of  grants  he  ftat^  at  1,750,000!. 

^  The  fum  allowed  for  the  prompt  payment  on 
the  loan  of  laft  year  was  344,000!.  and  the  in* 
tereft  upon  Exchequer  Bills  he  ftated  at 
240,0001.  awaking  together  the  fum  of 
2,357,oooL  But  from  this  was  to  be  de- 
duced the  fum  of  28,000!.  which  the  land 
and  malt  produced  above  the  fum  taken  in  the 
deficiencies  of  laft  year.  .  The  whole  of 
the  deficiencies  therefore  he  would  ftate  at  2,333,000 

The  whole  of  the  Supply  therefore  for  the  year, 
as  he  had  ftated  under  the  pr.iUcolar  heads^ 
would  be  -  «-  •  «      27,662)000 
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Navy— 1 10,000  Seamen    jf .  5i7ao,ooo 
Ordnance     £•  624^1  $%  18 
lixtraordinarie^  708,400  o  o 

— — »>332»S52  18        ^-        ^.  rf. 

7>072,ss*    I  8 

Army-^Guards,  Garrtfons,  &c.    7  ^ 

'    ChelfeaUc&c.  I      ■       ^*^<HAS^  H  S 

Extraordinaries 
Foreign  Corps 
Sardinian  Subfidy 
Further  Extraordinaries  com*  ) 
putedat        <^         -  J 

Ordnance  -  -* 


2,646,990  19  10 

300^000 
200^000* 

350^000 

850,000    o  9 

1,744,471     9  I 

Miicellaneous 
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.} 


MTfcellaneoiis  fervices 
Plantatioa  Eftknatesi  &c.i  &C.J 
Voce  of  Credit    -  •     - 

Exchequer  -    ~  » 

Annual  Addition  to  Sinking  Fund 
Deficiencies  oi^  Grants 
Di:£o  Land  and  Malt  «  ~ 


360,616  8  5 

4,500,000  o  o 

3,500,000  6  o 

V       200,000  o  o 

a>333»<>oo  00 

350,000  o  o 

^.27,662,083  12,6 
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He  had  nqs^,  be  faid,  to  .ftate  the  Ways  and ' 
Means  by  which  he  was  to  c/ieet  this  Sopply.       .  j^. 
The  firft  article  w^  that  which*  was  always 
taken  at  the  fame  fup,  Land  and  Malt,  2,75O|O0O 

Exchequer  Bills,  -       _  *-  _^  -  3,500,oa« 

Of  the  permanent  taxes,  the  produce  he  muft  (ay 
had  been  very  gpod.  The  accounts  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  gentlemen-would  fee»  >  .  . 
that  independent  of  the  new  taxes,  the  produce 
for  tbQlaft  year  had  been  13,598,0001.  On  the 
average   of   three    years  the  produce   was  « 

l3«933»27il.    and  diis  would   be    the  fair 
amount  at  which  they  ought  to l>e  taken.  The 
^    permanent  charge  upon  the  confolidated  fund  , 

was  11,532,0001. 
TTbe  furn  tobe  expeAed  from  the  impreft  now  in 
the  blinds  of  accountant!,   but  upon  which 
they  might,'  rationally   calculate    would    be. 
2oo,oool. 
The  fum  to  be  expe£led  froih  Dutch  prizes,  on 
whic^  his  Majefty  had  bf^n'pleafed'tp  flgnUy 
his  royal  pleaiure,  gentlemen  would  fee^might 
be  brougbt.into  the  account  with  ftri^  regard 
both  to  juftice  and  liberality;,  the  captures 
w;ere  made  in  a  great  degreq  before  the  two 
countries  were  in  a  ftate  of  hoftrlity,  by  the 
order  of  minifters^  without  rifque  oj  hazard 
to  the  captors,  and  without  that  ibrt  of  labour 
,   and  exertion  which  was   the  foundation  1>{ 
prize.     Others,  however,  had  certainly  been 
made  with  great  perfonal  hazar^),  and  with 
great  exertiori.     His  Majefty  would  in  all  the 
variety  of  cafes,  make  juft  and  liberal  allow- 
ance  to  the  fatisfa£lioh  of  the  fervice ;  but 
with  all  this  a  confidprabl^  fum  would  a9Cf  ue 
Vol.  IL 1795.  U  appbcaile 


applicable  to  the  publicCfervice.     He  w^uld 
take  it  at  t,ooo,oool.   ^AIl  thelby  tt^rtfoce^ 
.     ,  he  (hottld  take  at, .         *  -  -    :.     .      3%59S^^^ 

.  Add  (o  this  the  Loan  of   «  ...  i8,ooo,coo 


Which  would.maketbe  fuoi  of 


27,84S,*oo 


RECAPITULATION. 


.Land  Tax     *   ^   -  -  -  ;^.  a,ooo,ooo 

Malt  -  -       .        _  -  '  75O5OOO 

Growing  Produce  of  Confolidated 
Fiiiidon'5th  Jan.   1796,  com- 
peted at  - 
Money  arifing  froni  (ale  of  Dutch  7  *       _^  ^^ 

"IJhports-    ,         ~-  "    -        '        200,000 


|2,39S,00Q 


Deduct  frorfi  half  year's  ^ntcrc(^  on 
new  Stock  ^ 

Exchequer  Bilk  •        . 

Loan  .'-...     - 


3,595,000 


?     360,000 


3,235,000 

3,500,000 
i8,ooo;ooo 


i^;27,485>^o 

He  migh/ftate  that  he  Had'iri  referve  taxes  for  i,06o,oool. 
which  had  been  laid  on  lad  year  above  the  fum  which  he  had 
borrowed ;  he  would  leave  that,  however,  td  meet  in^  future 
expences  that  were  unforefcen^  or  to  ngajce  u^*  (or  iny  dp*- 
ficiency  that  th6re  might  be  !n* the  taxes'generalfy'. '  It  ^is 
his  duty  then  to  ftate  what  further  Turns  there  would  be  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefentftffion. 

The  Na\^y  Debt  had  largely  Increaf^.  Thit  Was ';  hbw- 
ever,  a  circuftiftanc'e  that  was  lefe  to  be  regretted  than  any 
other  brancli  of  the  public  fervice,  fmce  the  great  exertions 
which  had  been  made,  had  raifed  bgr  navy  to  fo  proud  a 
height.  The  debt  ha^  incrbafed  a!fo  on  account  of  circum- 
ftances  which  were  not  Tikely  to  arifc  again,  or  at  leaft  not  in 
the  fame  degree.  The  tranfport  fervice  had  been  a  heiivy 
article  of  charge.  The  debt  had  increafed  to  5,000,000! 
It  was  3,500",Oool.  on  tie  31ft  December,  1794.,  fo  that  the 
increafe  of  Navy  Debt  was  1,500,000!.  'I  his  was  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  ufeful  meafuie  which  had  been  adopted  of 

'tbo- 
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Aepurchafc  of  ^ndia  (hip*;,  and  to  the  employment  of  a  great 
humtier  of  tranrfports.  He  bad  perfe£l  confidence  that  this 
fervice  would  be  diminiffaed  in  the  cnfuing  year^  and  that 
ihey  might  hope  for  a  faving  in  this  branch  of  at  leaft 
two  millions  and  ahalfi  On  the  Army  Extraordtnranes  he  had 
alfo  confidence  that  a  confiderable  faving  might  be  made;  and 
fliat  they  would  not  exceed  the  fum  of  two  millions  and  a  hdf. 
He  eftimated  therefore  the  fumwhich  they  would  have  to 
incur  on  thefc  two  heads  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  heyonJ 
fte  eftimates,  at  4,ooo,oooK       ,  i  .       ,<      . 

Another  important  (vttn  which  they  would  have  to  look  for 
in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  would  be  the  bounties  on  the  corn 
to  be  imported  ir)to  this  country.  On  that  h^ad  he  could  i^ot 
pretend  to  fpeak  with  a!iy  certainty :  he  wi(hed  it  were  poifible 
to  extend  it  to  the  widtlt  fum,  that  gentlemen  in  their  hopes 
for  afliftance  from  abroad  misht  be  diipofed  to  look  to.  He 
owned,  tor  his  own  part,  that  his  expectations  were  not 
jfanguine.  It  was  a  head  of  fervice  to  the  amount  of  whick 
he  looked  with  hope  rather  than  fear ;  aixd  he  fliould  be  ex* 
tremely  ha,ppy  to  find  that  he  had  a  great  fum  to  provide  for 
upon  that  account.  He  did  not  think  it  probable,  however| 
that  any  gentleman  would  difagree  with  him  in  thinking  that 
the  fum  Zf  i,Qoo,ooaL  was  not  as  large  and  as  wide  a  fum 
for  bounties  as  was  likely  to  be  called  for.  Thele  Turns  takeii 
together,  therefore,  would  make  5,000,000!.  for  which  thejr 
would  have  to  provide.  On  the  o^her  hand  there  was  a  fund 
to  which  they  might  look  with  confidence,  if  gentlemen  were 
iUfpofed  to  refer  to  it  in  aid  of  the  public  f<:rvice.  It  had  been 
a  fubjed  of  sreat  difcui&on  in  that  Hoi^fe,  and  upon  which 
there  certaioly  was  great  contrariety  of  opinion.  Upon  an 
average  of  three  years  it  had  produced  300,000!.  to  the  nation. 
The  provifion  which  the  liberality  of  the  public  had  made  for; 
the  American  Loyaliils,  and  charge  upon  this  fund,  was 
almoii  made  good  :  250,0001.  on]y  would  be  due  after  this 
year ;  and  therefore,  as  gentlemen  thought  that  the  produce 
.of  the  Lottery  was  not  more  than  counter-balanced  by  the 
pernicious  mcQs  which  it  had  upon  the  community,  the/ 
might  undoubtedly  look  to  it  as  to  a  fuiid  applicable  to  the 
public  exigency.  Gentlemen  would  fee  that  the  permanent 
.ta^es,  and  the  growing  firbduce  of  the  confolidated  fund, 
were  niore  than  equal  to  the  exiftiojg  charge  upon  it:  and  lie 
had  the  pleafurc  to  find  that,  as  far  as  could  be  yet  afcertained, 
Xhe  produce  of  the  taxes  o[  lafi  )^ear  bid  fair  to  come  up  to 
the  furas  at  which  they  were  taken  ;  they  hjKJ  already  pio- 
^uced  two-thirds  of  the  whole.  He  had  now,  tiiercfore,oiily 
.so  find  taxes  for  the  eighteen  millions,  which  was  the  amount 
€£  the  Loan,  and  for  which  he  had^  contja^U-d.     He  would 

lit      ftortljr 


94%    W(K>DFAU*APARUAMBHTAAY*llIPQftT4fc-   r  [Coittcoiiu. 

fkortly  ftate  the  terms, .  asd  wpuld  hereafter  come  to  explain 
to  the  Committf^e  the  .reafons^  upon  which  be  bada^ed  in  the. 
burgaia  that  he  bad  made.  The  intcreft  on  every  hundr^' 
pounds  which  he  had  borrowed  wa94U  13s.  6d.  to  which  wa^ 
9>  be  added  the  one  per  cent,  wifdljr.  provided  for  by  Parjia-^ 
nient  in  aid  of  the  fvtnd  for  difcharging  the  national  debt,  that 
Its  operation  might  keep  pace  with. every  increafe  of  the 
^apitMl..  Thi»  made  <tbe  toul  intercft  on  every  hundred 
pounds  6)s.  3s.  6d  which  intercfton  t  loan  of  ]8,ooo,oool« 
amoanted  to  the  annual  fum  of  1,111,5001.  and  for  this  fuai| 
he  had  to  propofe  to  the  Cammittee  taxes  as  a  provifion* 

TAXIS^ 

-  In  doing  this  he  (hould  begin  by  enumerating  fhortly  the 
ieveral  articles  upon  which  he  propofed  to'  fubmit  new  duties^ 
CT  incrcafed  duties,  and  which  he  though:  were  fair  objeAs  of 
taxation.  The  two  firft  were  material  articles, .  to  which  he 
Believed  there  would  be  no  objedion,  fince  they  attached  td 
properly,  and  would  be  felt  only  by  the  higher  and  richer  or- 
ders of  the  community;  and  it  was  with  peculiar  propriety, 
that  in  a  war  which  had  for  its  bafis  the  fecuriiy  of  property, 
thofe  perfons  who  were  happily  poiTsiTed  of  wealth,  Ihould 
peculiarly  contribute  tt>  its  fupport. 

The  firft  tax  which  he  had  to  propofe,  therefore,  was,  upon 
that  fpecies  of  legacy,  which,  without  taking  in  the  lineal 
heirF,  extended  to  collateral  branches  and  to  (trangers. 

The  fecond  was  an  additional  duty  of  ten  ptr  cent,  ofi  the 
^flefied  taxes. 

The  third  was  a  tax  upon  horfes.  The  Committee  kntv^ 
that  there  Was  at  this  time  a  duty  upon  horfes  kept  for  plea- 
fure  only,  with  an  exception  in  favour  of  thofe  which  were 
employed  in  induftry.  It  was  his  intention  to  doable  the 
duty  upon,  all  iorfes  kept  for  pleafure,  following  the  fame  ad- 
vances in  proportion  to  the  number  as  were  now  obfervedi 
ind  upon  all  horfes  employed  in  trade  and  agriculture,  he  pro-- 
pofed  to  lay  a  very  tmall  and  trifling  duty. 

The  fourth 'was  an  article  of  very  general  and  very  largfe 
confumption,  wbicb  by  their  late  regulations  had  been iVeed 
from  frauc*,  and  which  he  was  perfuaded  would  bear  a  fmaB 
additional  tax  without  inconvenience,    he    meant  tobacco. 

Tht  fi^th  was  alfo  an  article  of  general  ufe,  upon  which 
there  WaS  at  prefent  a  duty,  but  which  he  was  perfuaded  Would 
bear  an  increafe ;  he  meant  printed  cottons  and  caiticoes. 

The  fixth  was  a  very  fmall  matter  of  reguJation,  and  nd( 
a  dirty,  upon  fait;  and 

The  iaft  would  be  a  reduSion  of  the  bounty  on  the  export 
of  refined  fugar,  which,  he  was  confident,  m»ght  be  uonb 
without  any  diminution  of  the  trade. 
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He  had  thus  hurried  over  the  fevera]  articles  upon  which  he 
propoTed  to  fubintt  to  the  Committee  additional  taxes ;  ah^ 
that  he  might,  btlsfy  the  impatience  of  gentleme%  he  had- 
avoided  goiog  into  a  detail  upon  them  as  he  paflbd.  It  would 
bcy  however,  his  duty  to  enter  more  particularly  into  each. 

••  LEGACIES. 

II  would  be  obviouHy  extremely  difficult  to  form  any  other  ^ 
than  a  wide  conjedure  on  the  probable  amount  of  a  tax  of 
tlMs  defcription. .  He  faid,  he  had  been  difpofed  to  recur  to  it 
upon  mature  reflection.     Ii  had  been  a  tax  which  in  th?  only . 
country  of  Europe  that  in  its  prosperity  bore  any  reremblance 
to  England,  had  exiiled  without  hardOiip  or  complaint ;  he . 
meant  in^Holland.     It  had  been  found  by  no  means  opprefllve. 
or  inconvenient;  nor  had  it  in  any  degree  taken  from  ininftry 
its  ftimulus  in  the  acquifitioo  of  w^lth.      The  principle  of. 
the  tax  wasalfo  recognized  in  England,  where  a  duty  upon 
certain  kinds  of  legacies  had  exifted  for  feveral  years.      l*haC 
duty  was  at  fir  ft  one  ptr  cent,  on  all  legacies  beyond  a  cer- 
tain  fum  ;  it  was  afterwards  extended  to  two  per  cent,  and 
afterwards  again  extended  by  another  ad.     The  principle, 
therefore,  was  not  new,  and  it  was  his  intention  to  propofL*  to' 
enforce  it,  and  to  make  it  on  all  legacies  with  an  except  ion 
only  of  thofe  to  widows,  and  to  ihe  lineal  d::fcenc.     He  pro- 
poled  to  lay 

A  ux  of  two  per  cent,  ort  all  legacies  above  a  Certain  ex- 
tent to  perfons  in  the  Hrft  collateral  degree  of  relatioitlbip, 
and  al(b  to  extend  to  rcfiduary  legatees. 

3  per  cent,  on  the  next  degree  oi  retationfhfp. 

4  per  cent,  on  legacies  to  more  drftant  degree  of  relations;  * 
and 

6  per  cent,  on  all  legacies  to  the  ftill  more  diftant  branchM 
of  a  family,  and  to  ftrangers. 

Again  he  muft  fay,  that  m  a  war  for  the  prote<aion  of 
property  it  was  juft  and  equitable  that  property  (hould  bear 
the  burthen ,  and  as  it  was  in  the  nature  of  things  that  landed 
property  was  the  moil  permaneiir,  it  was  firft  fit  that  it  (hould 
contribute  accordingly.  It  was  not,  however,  to  be  confined 
to  any  fpecies  of  property,  it  was  to  include  both  landed  and 
]ierfonais  it  was  not  to  have  any  operation  on  the  aflual. 
poffeffors  J  nor  would  it  afFcvfl  the  firft  degrees  of  cohfan«» 
guintty.  In  every  cafe  the  widow,  and  the  dircft  defcent 
would  be  excepted;  and  the  op'^ration  of  the  ux  would  be  as 
follows:  , 

a  /^  ^'"^  0^^  ^^^  %^  coiiaterai  branchy 

3  IK' 
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^A^pir  cent,  on  fecond  coufiiis ;  and 
6  per  cmU  on  more  remote  relations,  and  on  ftrangers. 
This  tax  would  ibe  oft  the  capital  bequeathed.  It  wAs 
difficult  to  fay  by  what  criterion  they  qoidd  judge  of  the 
probable  income  of  fuch  a  tax.  By  the  probates  ijlf  wills  it 
was  found,  that  about  3  -per  cent,  was  the  medium  fum  to  be 
expefted  from  fuch  a  tax  j  but  tt  was  not  eafy  to  calculate 
what  would  be  the  amount  of  its  operation.  It  would  be  verv 
difficult  to  diftinguifh  between  the  quantity  of  property  that 
wtent  in  the  lineal  defcent  and  that  which  went  to  collateral 
branches.  Nor  would  it  be  eafy  to  afcertain  what  was  the 
general  amount  of  property.  .-In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century,  chiefly  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  many  enqui* 
ries  had  been  made  about  the  extent  of  land^  and  perfonal«' 
property  in  England.  The  eftimates  had  widely  diftercd,  and 
it  had  not  been  poffible  to  afcertain  the  faS  exadHy.  'i  he 
lowcft  osculation  that  had  been  made,  however,  was,  that 
the  annual  rental  of  Great  Britam  was  twenty-five  millions. 
This  was  certainly  greatlj  within  the  mark.  But,  taking 
it  at  this  rato,  and  eflimating  this  rental  at  28  years'  pur« 
chafe. 

The  value  of  the  landed  property  of  the  kiiig- 

dom  was  -  -  **    ;f  700,000,000 

Pprfonal  property  was  eftimatcd  at  .  -         600,000,000 

So  that  the  whole  property  of  Gt.Britain  was  ;^.  1^300,000,000 

Taform  fome  conjetSure  of  the  amount  of  the  transfer  of 
property  by  tcftament,  the  records  of  the  ecclefiaftical  Courts 
of  Canterbury  and  York  had  been  fearchcd;  and  it  had  beoa^ 
found,  that  about  one  third  of  the  whole  of  the  teftaments 
that  were  made  went  to  collateral  branches.  Of  landed  pro- 
perty tae  proportion  was  left— *it  was  about  one  fifth ;  and 
therefore  it  might  be  advifeable,  in  a  €onje(5lural  calculation 
like  this,  to  take  the  medium,  which  was  one  fourth,  upon 
Which  to  form  the  probable  ellimate.  On  the  transfer  by 
wills  therefore,  of  325,0001.  divided  again  by  33,  which,  in 
calculations  of  this  lund  was  thought  a  fair  (landaid,  the  refult 
would  be,  that  this  tax  ftould  produce  294,000!.  a  year. 
From  this,  however,  he  rMx&  deduct  the  preient  tax  upon 
legacieii,  which  amounted  to  44,000!.  a  year.  He  fhould 
therefore  take  the  new  tax  at  250)000l. 

ASSESSED  TAXES. 

It  would  not  be  nccciTary  for  him  to  enter  into  detail  upon 

this 
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this  head.  The  amount  of  the  afieiled  taxes  «vr«s  -well  afccr- 
tatned)  and  it  waS'  only  neceflary  to  ftate  that  he  meant  to 
exempt  horfcs  from  this  addidtioiMl  aHedinent,  as  they  were 
to  make  a  feparate  tax.  He  eftimated  the  new  tax  of  lo  per 
f  ent.  on  the  aflfefled  taxes,  including,  be  (aid,  the  coaimuta<* 
tion  tax,  at  240,oooU 

HORSES. 

The  duty  on  horCes  kept  for  pleafure^  as  gentlemen  well 
knew,  was  at  prdient  ten  fltilltngs  on  one  horfe,  and  that  it 
gradually  rofe  till  it. came  to  be  double,  on  perfons  keeping 
fix  horfes.  It  was  his  intention  to  double  the  tax  on  all  the 
.gradations,  fo  that  k  would  hereafter  be,  il.  on  a  perfon  who 
kept'ooe.  borfe,  and  xzL  on  thcrfe  who  had  fix.  He  had  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  fmallnefs  of  thiis  tax  would  not  have  iudi 
an  operation  as  to  dimini(h  the  .number  of  hor(es  kept  for 
pleafure,.  he  (bould,  however,  take*  it  at  a  very  moderate  fum, 
he  ihould  cfttmate  the  produce  at  no  more  thani  i6,oooL 

He  alfo  intended  to  lay  a  fmall  tax  upon  that  defcription  of 
hoHes  which  bad  been  before  excepted  ^  he  meant  on  horfes 
which  w^re*  kept  for  induftry  only.  This  would  fall  on 
various  clailes  cf  people,  but  he  flattered  hrmfelf  that  it  would 
not  be  -coitfidered  as  any  very  heavy  burden  upon  induftry, 
and  that  no  farmer  would  feel  its  weight,  or  be  tempted  to 
keep  fewer  horfcs  upon  account  of  it.  The  tax  which  h% 
proposed  was  no  more  than  2s.  per  hor(e,..and  it  was  not  to 
d^creafd  whatever  might  be  the  number  kept  by  one  iadirir 
.duaU  That  Tax,  iherefore,  was  not  more  than  one  tenth 
of  the  loweft  tax  per  horfe  on  the  fmalleft  number  kept  iof 
pleafure.  A  farmer,  therefore,  having  four  horfes,  would 
h^ve  only  eight  (hillings  to  pay,  a  fum  which  he  was  per* 
fuaded  would  not  be  felt  to  be  fevere  or  unreafoDable,the  high 
price  of  provifions  confidered  ;  he  would  not  therefoife^fitate 
to  fubmit  it  to  the  committee  as  one  of  the  faired  taxes  ever 
propofed,  and  by  no  means  acaufe  for  difcontent  to  thofe  who 
were  to  pay  it>  when  they  refledled  on  the  burthens  borne  by 
the  other  claffes  of  the  community*  The  produce^  of  thi$ 
tax  was  neceflarily  doubtful,  as  they  had  no  means  of  afcer* 
taining  the  number  kept.  It  was  fuppofcd,  however,  that 
there  were  at  leaft  one  million  of  fuch  horfes  in  the  kingdom,, 
and  he  Ihould  therefore  take  the  tax  at  ioo,oool. 

'TOBACCO. 

The  committee  were  aware  that  the  regulations  which  had 
been  made  upon  that  article  fometime  ago,  had  happily  put  an 
cod  to  all  the  frauds  which  bad  been  fuficred,  and  a  great 

and 
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and  moft  "prndaAi  v«'  i^evcntic  ha 4  ace  rued.  The  confutti  ption 
had  at  the  fame  time  encreafed,  and  he  had  every  reafon  to 
believe  that  tobacco,  which  was  cieailyan  article  of  luxury 
would  bear  an  additional  tax  of  4d.  per  pound,  without  any 
-  «ppr«henik>tL0f  lefleniog  theconfumption,  or  of  giving  rife  to 
new  frauds.     This  tax  would  produce  * 70,000!. 

PRINTED   CALICOES, 

i  This  was  alfo  an  article  fo  flourifliing,  and  in  fuch  univerfal 
confumption,  that  he  was  perfuaded  no  it^ury  would  be  doiie 
to  the  trade,  by  laying  a  ftnall  additional  duty.  Printed  goods 
at  prefent  bore  a  tax  of  three^pence  half-penny  per  yard  $  it 
was  his  intention  to  hy  an  additional  two^petice  hatf-peimy^ 
snaking  the  whole  tax  fixpence  per  yard.  He  tftimated  this 
taxat  ij5,oooK 

SALT. 

Upon  this  he  did  not  mean  to  hy  any  additional  duty;  it 
was  limply  a  matter  of  regulation.  A  difcouot.  of  10  per 
crent.  upon  prompt  payment,  was  at  prefent  allowed  and  too 
long  time  was  given  for  the  payment  of  the  duiy«.  There  wsa 
alfo  an  allowance  for  wafte  on  Its  being  carried  coaft  ways, 
whereas  upon  experience  it  was  found  to  gain.  The  pro- 
pofed  regulatiom  would  produce  32,000!. 

!*    .  siroAii. 

This  was  alfo  to  be  c6nfidered  rather  as  a  regulation  than 
m  tax.  There  was  a  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  refined 
fagars,  which  was  not  neceflary  to  be  continued  to  the  pre* 
fjnt  'amount,  for  the  cncoura|;ement  of  the  trade.  •  It 
operated  as  an  injury  in  fo  far  as  it  tended-to  encreafe  the 
price  of  the  article  fc^  home  confumption.  "Gentlemen 
would  be  aftoniihed  to  hear  that  the  amount  of  the  drawback 
paid  foi^e  exportation  of  refined  fugar  laft  year,  amounted 
fo  bctwtcn  7  and  8oo,OOol.  though  the  whole  duty  on  ihe 
import  had4)een  only  i,2(oo,o^ol.  He  propofcd  to  reduce  one 
fourth  of  the  prefent  drawback,  which  would  be  a  faving  to 
the  revenue  of  1 8o,ooo!: 

Thcfe  were  the  taxes  which  he  meant  to  propofe  to  the . 
committee,  and  which  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  found  to  be 
produc%ve,  and  to  be  fuUy  equal  to  the  annuity  wanted.     For 
the  fake  of  'pcrfpicuity,    he  begged  leave  to   recapitulate 
thcm--¥  / 


CAPITULATION. 
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H£CAP1TUI;ATI0N.  -      ' 

•  ,  -. 

Collateral  Succeffibn  of  Landed  and  Peribnal?     ^ 
Property  .   .  •-  J    £»254»000. 

Increafc  of  Aflcffed  Taxes              -           ,,-  140,060* 

Horfcs  for  Pleafure            -                           -*'  'xii,ooo 

Ditto  for  Ihduftry        -                              ^  '  i.oo,ooq 

Tobacco                       -                  •                .  '  170,060' 

Printed  Cotton            -                    -              •   •  135,060 

Reduction  of  Drfcount  and  Wafte  on  Salt' . '         ^  .  32,000 

l^iminution  of  the  Drawbfick  on  Sugar  *      ^  '    *  ^  xSo^ooo 

.  '    ;                                          ......  <     >    1  .,  II, 

Total     'jg.  .1,1 27,00a 

LOAN",  '     '     "       ;      ' 

.  The  whole  amount  of  the  fum  for  which  he  eftimated  the 
new  taxes  would  be  one  million  one  hundred  and  twentr.' 
thoufand  pounds  ;  and  the  fum.  for  the  payment  of'  the  ihterc/^ 
of  the  fum  borrowed  was  only  one  million  onehun^red  ini' 
fifteen  thoufand  pounds,   which   would  have  been,  all  t^at^ 
might  have  been'  neceflary  (or  him  to  trouble  the  committee 
widi  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  perhaps,  if  nothing  had  beea 
laid  againft  the  terms  on  which  he  had  bargained  for  the  loan.' 
A  particular  reference  had  however  been  made  to  the  com- 
mittee upon  that  buiinefs,  by  referring  to  it  4  petition  which' 
ftated  certain  circumftances  upon  that  fuSjed.    He  Ihould 
therefore  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  niannef^ 
in  which  he  had  concluded  the  bargain  upon  the  tb'an,  the  in^' 
tereft  for  which  made  the  occaiion  for  the  prefent  additional 
burthens  upon  the  public.     He  had  already,  ffited  the  amount 
of  that  intereft,  which' was  >ut  little  better  than  foilr  arid  a 
half  ^<r  cent. ;  it  being  nothing  more  than  41.  13s.  6d.  per  cent.' 
Co  which  being^added  a  provifion  for  the  reduflion  of  the. 
capital  in  the  proportion  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  fum  borrowed|,* 
would  then  make  the  whole  fum  amount  to  about  ftx  per  cent. 
The  committee  would  recolledi  the  fituatton  of  ther  country; 
We  were  in  the  fourth  year  of  a  war,  which  was  reprefented 
by  (bme  to  be  the  moft  difaftrous,  an3  allowed  by  all  to  be 
moft  odious,  in  which  this  country  had  ever  been  engaged. 
At  the'period  of  the  fourth  year  of  fuch  a  war,  the  public  had 
a  loan  of  eighteen  millions  of  money,  upon  terms  but  a  little  . 
more  than  four  and  an  half  per  cent.    He  ftated  this  for  the 
purpofe  of  (hewing  the  fiate  of  our  public  credit,  and  die 
epinion  which  monied  men  entertained  of  our  xc&urces ;  it 
YoL.  II.  1795.  Kk  was 


was  certainly  prima  facts  evidence  of  our  profpcrity.  He  Had 
difcharged  his  duty  in  ftatingtbis  to  thehoufe.  He  had  dif- 
charged  it  alfi^^he  hoped^  in  obtaining^  under  the-  circum^ 
iianCQS^  ttik  bdl  terms  that  could  be  obtained ;  terms,  as  &- 
yourable,  as  hi  thought,  ought  to  be  obuined  with  due  regard 
to  the  rc^  interefts  of  the  public.^  He  knew  that  a  petidoA 
Vhicb  had  been  ceferred  to  that  committee,  ftated  that  he  hod 
4eparted*  ftom  the  mode  which  had  ufually  been  adopted  ; 
^  mode,l  which  of  all  ofhers,  when  pradicable,  hc&ould  be 
sic^  rea^y  to  adopt,  and.  which  he  had  himfetf  declared  to  be 
prf  ferable  to  any  pther  i  he  nijeant  that  of  making  the  bidding 
suucpcn.  competition*  He  would  .(late  to  the  committee 
iHider  whs^  circumftances  it  was  that  be  had  entered  into  the 
pEe&nt  Jt^rgain*  It  was  his  wifli  that  the  prcfeitt,  like  former 
loans,  fhould  have  been  conduced  in  the  way  of  competition*. 
Hc»  had.  feme  time  aso  heard  it  fup;gefted,  that  the  gentlemen 
Qoncerbe<).  in  theJafr  loan  had  a  right  to  a  preference  in  any 
loan  to  be  made,  uhtil  all  the  dividends  of  the  former  loanr 
were  pa^  off.  It  was  not  until  lately  that  rhe  pretenfions  of 
ue  contrivers  for  the  laft  loan  were  notified  in  a  formaf 
and  regular  mAnner  to  him.  Thefef  pretenfions  were  refted 
c^  two  grounds :  one  was,  that  there  never  Had  been  an  in- 
ilance  where  a  new  loan  was  eontraded  for,  until  all  the 
pjiym^nts  on  the  preceding  loan' had  been  difcharc;ed  \  and  that 
great  inconvenience  would  arife  from  fuch  a  loan  being  at 
market  beforq  th^  dividends  on  the  fcrip  were  completely 
aud  up^  the  other  pretenfioh  was,  than  when,  in  negociating 
5e  laft  loani  they  propofed  to  piy  the  laft  dividend  on  the 
ift  ofFAruary,  1796,  he  had  objeAed  to  that,  as  it  might 
be  pr;o)>abIe  a  n^w  loan  might  be  wanting  before  the  laft 
fcrip  was  paid.  On  this  objedlori  of  his,  they  had  built 
ttie  principles  that  he  would  not  (in  confideration  of  their 
paying  the  laff  .dividend .  earlier)  negociate  any  pther  loan 
beffxce  th^  ror.mer  was  all  paid  off.  Ae  faid,  he  had  con- 
Aiked.widi  the  (CJovernor  or  the  BanW,  from  whom  he  found 
t^t  the  &Ss  ft?^ted  t)y  the  coniraflors  for  the  laft  loan  were 
accurate.;  ^OjA  he  fe]t  the  reafoning  fo  forciblv,  that  he  could 
not,  confiftently  with  a  due  regard  to  the  [jublic  faUh,  which 
was  pledged,  and  confiftent  with  what  he  owed  to  himfelf, 
without  their  coijfent,  arid  againft  their  repfcfentation,  con- 
tra<9|'for  a  new  loan  s  f  he  more  he  hadreficftcd  en  the  matter 
^iffc^  the  more  he  wasf  convinced  he  would  not  be  juftified 
yjl- doing  fo. ..  Under,  tjiefe  confiderations,  he  felt  himfelf 
bounct  cj;hcr  to  waii;  ufetil  ihe.time  of  the  laft  payment  IhcAild 
Expire,  or,  fo  to  aSS  'with  regard  td  the  fof-met*  contrtiflors. 
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tfatt  they  ihighr  not  find  themfelves  aggrieved.     The  delihr 
^e  thought  would  be  highly  prejudiciil  to  adopt,  as  mucn 
depended  upon  the  immedtate  difcuiCon  in  that  houfe  of  tNe 
me^ni  for  carrying  on  the  war,  on  which  all  hopes  of  the  ef- 
tablfflioient  of  an  honourable  peace  depended.     Takihg  die 
Alternative,  however,  not  to  fore?o  a  general  and  fair  compe- 
tttion,    and   that  the  loan   ihould   not  be   ^contrafied  for, 
but  upon  terms  yxlt^  reafonable,  and  wife,  the  gentleiften  who 
contrasted  for  the  laft  loan  were  willing  to  do  either  of  tWO 
things  :  iirft  to  enter  into  a  competition  of  offers,  on  condition 
diat  they  Aould  have  an  option  referved  to  them  to  tak^ 
rhe  loan  at  an  half  per  tent^  more  advantageous  to  the  public 
than  the  lowefl  terms  offered  by  any  other  contraAor ;  an<f; 
by  the  bye,  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  loan  amounted  to  a  {\xtk 
of  90,oooL      Were  then  was  the  bardftip  that  gentlemeA 
^ould  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  offering  fuch  terms,  at 
would  not  leave  it  worth  the  while  of  any  other  contradtdi* 
to  take  the  loan  at  90,0001.  lefs  than  their  terms  i     He  was 
aware,  however,  that  any  fuch  check  might  create  a  cont 
fider4ble  degree  of  diiiaclinadon  to  bid ;   he  was  determined 
neverthelefs  to  take  a  precaution  which  would  prevent  hit 
being  at  the  mercy  of  any  fet  of  bidders,  and  fave  the  pub- 
lic  from  difadvantage^    before    he    would   confent  to  this 
qualified  competition.     Mr.  Boyd  was  contented  to  take  th6 
loan  on  fuch  terms  as  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
fhouid  award  on  the  event  of  Mr.  Morgan's  refufal  to  offdf* 
governing  the  terms  by  the  market  price  of  (lock ;  that  is  to 
fay,  that  he  fhouid  himfelf  fix  the  terms.     He  made  propofals 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  and  on  Mr. 
Morgan's  refufal,  he  had  fixed  them  as  advantageoufly  for 
the  country  as  could  be  eflahlifhed,  with  a  view  to  policv  and 
to  public  credit.     Nay,  the  terms  were  as  good  as,  in  his 
opinion,  could  be  produced   by  any  competition.     He  had 
thought  it  fair  to  flate  to  the  contradors,  that  an  unfounde'3 
iiavy  debt  of  five  millions  was  likely  to  ^nfue  in  the  ne^t  year, 
which  parliament  would,  if  ncceflary,  pay  off ;   at  the  fame 
time  reserving  a  free  option  and  drfcretion,  if  fuch  a  meafuro 
ihould  be  determined  on  by  parliament,  o(F  giving  the  aid  of 
the  credit  of  this  country  to  enable  the  Emperor  to  raife  a 
&m  for  carrying  on  tiie  war.     He  was  fure  th  \t  he  would 
have  to  encounter  a  confiderable  degree  of  reluflance  on  the* 
part  of  gentlemen  oppofite  to  him,  to  any  further  giiarantee 
of  an  Imperial  loan,  from  the  conftderation  that  the  Auflrians 
liad  fhcwn  great  ina(SUvity  in  the  earfy  parts  of  the  camp  aij;n  ; 
but  when  he  rtaiembered  the  gloirioui  operations  and  fuc* 
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ceflTes  of  the  laft  fix  v^eelcs  on  the  Rhine,  which  could'  not 
have  taken  place  but  for  the  pecuniary  aid  which  this  country 
had  lent  the  Emperor,  he  was  convinced  that  houfe  and  the 
country  would  feel  a  joy  an<i  a  pride,  fuch  as  he  fincerely 
felt,  that  the  refources  of  Great  Britain  had  fuYiiiihed  the 
fincws  of  a  continental  war,  and  would  be  induced  to  a 
fimilar  meafure  in  the  next  year  to  accelerate  a  peace,  con* 
iiftent  with  the  fafety  of  Europe,  and  fuch  as  the  juftice  of 
our  caufe,  and  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  wou'd  entitle  us  to 
expert.  It  would  hereafter  be  a  point  for  that  houfe  to  de- 
termine, how  far  it  might  be  the  policy  of  the  country  to 
enable  the  Emperor  to  continue  the  prefllire  on  the  common 
enemy,  thereby  to  facilitate  the  terms  of  peace,  and  thereby 
to  accelerate  the  return  of  that  defirable.objcH.  How  far  it 
might  be  advifeabic  for  us  to  renew  our  aHiftance  in  that 
refped,  was  a  queftion  not  then  to  be  agitated.  He  had 
not  however  thought  it  proper  to  pafs  the  fubjed  over  in 
filence,  but  to  fay,  that  he  had  not  agreed  to  the  prefent 
loan  upon  terms  that  would  preclude  parliament,  if  under  all 
the  circumftances,  it  fhould  be  defired  by  the  Emperor,  and 
it  (hould  be  deemed  advifeable  to  guarantee  the  payinent  of 
a»loan  to  him.  He  had  thought  proper  to  ftate  this. to  Mr. 
Boyd,  and  to  fay  exprefsly  that  it  (hould  be  optional  to  grant 
fucn  loans,  no(  exceeding  three  millions  ilerltng,  which,  added 
to  the  five  millions  Navy  Debt,  made  the  poffibility  of  eight 
millions  more  to  be  laifed  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year« 
Under  all  thefe  circumftances,  the  terms  which  Mr.  tfoyd 
accepted  of  were, 

120  in  the  3  per  Cent.  Confols. 
25  ifiibe  3  per  Cent.  Reduced. 
And  6s.  6d.  in  the  Long  Annuities.  * 
The  whole  amount,  for  iooI.-«iD4l.  5s,  3d. 
In  the  laft  loan  the  difcount  was  2I.  5s.  in  this  l6an  it 
would  be  5s.  more,  arifing  from  the  diiFerence  between  the 
payment  of  the  firft  dividend  on  the   3d  and  30th  of  this 
month:  this  made  it  amount  above  the  lOoK  to  61.  I^s. 
The  loan  of  laft  year  underwent  repeated  criticifm ;    it  was 
criticifed  as. being  conne£led  with  the  imperial  loan;   it  wa& 
criticifed  with  refped  to  the  price  of  ftocks  ;    but  there  wa» 
no  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  the 
terms ;  they  were  allowed  to  be  as  good  as  could  be  wiihed  ; 
and  one  hoQou!;able  gentleman  had  faid,  he  would  not  wifli 
they  were  better,  with  a  view  to  the  permanent  interefis  and> 
credit  of  the  country }    the  terms  of  the  loan  this  year  were 
sibove  i  per  ce;it.  more  favourable  than  the  hft  j   and  if  he 
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had  arbitrated  and  named  terms  to  the  iprefent  contra£lo,r 
Jower  than  gentlemen  wi(hed  laft  year,  he  felt  that  he  went 
by  a  moTc  A'cure  rule  than  his  own  opinion.  When  he  had 
to  recoiled  th.it  he  was  propofing  a  loan,  greater  almoft  by  one 
half  than  had' taken  place  during  the  American  war,  and  that 
the  terms  of  every  loan  after  1 779,  during  that  war,  was  got 
Bt  from  5  to  6  per  cent,  intereit,  he  felt  great  fatisfadion  that 
be  was  able  to  diAate  the  t6rms  of  the  prefent  loan  at  little 
•more  than  4  and  a  half  ^^r  ceHU  He  had  a  confiderahle 
(hare  of  fatisfatftion  alfo  tn  thinking,  that  it  would  not  fufi^r  in 
competition  with  loans  in  time  of  peace.  In  the  year  1783^ 
the  year  after  the  laft  pea.ce  was  made,  the  loan  which  was 
borrowed  for  winding  up  the  expences  of  the  preceding  war, 
was  got  on  terms,  which)  when  compared  with  the  prefent, 
there  was  only  a  fradional  difference,  and  that  fra(^ion  in 
fevour  of  the  prefent  loan.  He  further  felt  a  degree  of  plea- 
sure in  comparing  thefe  terms  with  the  terms  of  laft  year's 
loan.  The  rate  of  intereft  laft  year,  if  allowance  was  made 
for  the  bonus  of  4s.  in  the  long  annuity  ariiing  from  the 
Auftrian  loan,  would  have  amounted  to  4I.  19s.  which  was 
more  than  i  per  cent,  more  than  the  terms  of  ihe  prefent  year. 
If  the  relative  price  of  ftock  was  taken  into  coniideration,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  prefent  loan  was,  indeed,  highly  fa« 
tisfadory.  The  loan  of  laft  year,  fo  much  inferior  to  the 
prefent,  had  received  the  recent  fandion  of  parliament.  *  He 
would  then  put  it  to  the  Houfe,  whether  he  ou|ht  not,  un- 
der the  circumftai^ces  which  he  had  before  ftated  to  have  ex- 
ercifed  a  private  difcretion,  when  that  difcretion  was  produc- 
tive of  fuch  good  coniequences  ?  He  would  alfcf  put  it  to 
their  candour,  whether  he  was  ftilLto  purfue  the  plan  of  an 
open  competition,  under  the  rifk  of  breaking  in  upon  a  prin- 
ciple of  public  faith,  which  was  fo  materially  coime6ted  with 
the  permanent  credit  of  the  country ;  or  whether  he  was  to 
delay  a  meafure,  which,  by  being  taken  thus  early,  muft  give 
confidence  to  this  country,  and  ftrike  terror  into  the  enemy, 
rather  than  comply  with  equitable  and  reafonable  demands  ? 
He  was  aware  that  be  had  expofed  himfelf  to  the  mlfrepre- 
fentations  of  individuals,  from  which  he  could,  however,  find 
a  refottrce  and  confolation  in  his  own  intentions ;  and  there  \ 
was  another  refource  he  had  to  prote£t  him  From  mifrcpre- 
fentation  and  calumiiy  v  this  refource  he  ftated  with  con- 
fidence'}  it  was  in  the  candour,  the  fairnefs,  and  the  public 
Ipirit  of  that  Houfe.  Should  we,  he  would  a(k,  delay  to 
ftrike  terror  into  an  enemy,  ialready  tottering  on  the  very 
▼crge,  or  rather  fallen  into  tl)e  niidft  of  the  gulph  of  national 
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bankruptcy,  and  not  exert  our  ordinary  and  gradual  fcfources? 
Whatever  he  might  think  of  the  preient  petition  againft  the 
ttrms  of  the  loan,  as  far  as  it  conterned  bimfelf,  yet,  in  a 
public  view,  it  was  in  itfcif  a  confiderable  fource  of  fatisfao- 
tion.    They  fajiv  and  heard  an  individual  con^laining  thaC 
he  had  .  been  ill  treated,  and,  as  it  were,  defrauded,  by  the 
JChancelior  of  th^Excbequier's,  acceding  to  a  propofilion  which 
^lebarred  them  from  running  a  race  with  competitors    in 
making  better  terms  for  the  public,  than  thc^c  which  yf^ve  i«. 
Itbemleives  fo  r«afonable  and  moderate,  that  they  were  near 
I  i  pir  ceuU    lefs  expenfive  than  the  terms  of  ioans  in  the 
Ia(l  war :  this  was  matter  of  triumph  to  a  countrv,  thait 
was  contendJae  for  its  libertyy  in  a  war  by  fiMtie  declared  to 
lie  the  moil  dinftrous  that  this  country  ever  felt  \   by  othera 
juft  and  necelTary,  ai\d  unavcmlable ;    by  all  allowed  to  be 
arduous.    Such  a  triumph  to  the  country  would  not  have 
happened,  if  the  credit  and  resources  of  this  country  had  nof^ 
in  fpite  of  the  declamations  of  oppoiition,  given  vigour  to  the 
w^r,  until  a  peace  could  be  eftabliibed  on  a  folid  and  perma-^ 
ment  foundation }    and  had  not  fwelled  the   burdens  of  the 
people  in  proportion  as  it  fpread  their  credit,  and,  eftabltfiied 
^eir  fecurity.     When  it  was  coniidered  alfo^  that  care  was 
taken  in  every  new  debt,  that  our  providence  for  the  future 
ihould  keep  pace  with   the  extent  of  our  prefent  exertions  ; 
if  from  that  we  took  a  view  of  the  prefent  fevenues  of  the 
country,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  embarraflments  fpringing  from 
a  war,  protra£ted  to  the  termination  of  the  third  year,  ami 
that  the  deficiencies  were  only  fuch  as  n^ight  arife  by  na^ 
liiral  ttu£l«ation  in  the  moment  of  undifturbed  profperity } 
when  it  was  confidered  aUb^lbat  in  1789  the  loan  for  the 
Spaniih  armament  was  not  obtained  on  terms  fi>  good  as  the 
prefent }  when  it  was  further  confidered,  that  in  the  years  1 793^ 
1794,  179S9  great  fums  bad  been  voted;    and  that,  in  tne 
condud  of  the  prefent  war,  minifters  had  been  anxious  to 
bfing  forward  all  parts  of  the  fubjec^l,  and  tiot,  as  had  been 
the  pradice  in  former  wars,  kept  back  ^be  debts,  to  have 
enormous  fums  to  provide  for  in  time  of  peace;    v^n  all 
tbefe  things,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  werQ 
coniidered,  he  felt  his  heart  dilate  with  pride  and  SidsfaiStionK 
When  be  eoDfidered  alfo^  that  the  new  taxes  bad  kept  pace 
with  the  films  at  which  they  were  eftiaiated ;  that  in  the  year 
1780,  and  fpom  that  year  to  the  prefcnt  day,  the  ta^es,  in«» 
ftead  of  eaing  out  die  yearly  finkii^  fund;  had  been  found 
fiilly  adequate  to  the  purpofes   for  which   ihe^  bad^  been 
ociginaUy  intended ».  that  in  the  yeajri789  tbey  amounted  tor 
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lo/)OoI.  more  thaii  the  eftimate ;  that  in  th^  ytsit  1 79)  thera 
wtrt  mAy  26,0001.  deficiency)  dnt  in  1794  thef  had  ex- 
oeoded  by  54,000!.  the  whole  fum  calculated ;  -  that  in  the 
yesir  1795,  ^^^re  there  was  i,6oO)Oool.  annual  infereft  to  be 
.  provided  lor,  though  only  two  quarters  of  that  year  were  re- 
oeiftd  into  th4  Exchequer,  jtt  more  than  two- thirds  of  that 
fum  hfad  been  already  aduaJly  colteded :  thefe  were  circum- 
ftances  which  inconteftibly  proved  the  rifing  credit  of  the 
country ;  thefe  were  the  circumftaAces  which  had  enabled  ui 
tit  ftand  the  arduous  conteft ;  thefe  were  the  circumftances' 
which  had  created  a  confidence  in  the  moaied  men  of  d)a 
country,  and  enabled  us  to  convince  the  enemy  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  terminating  the  war  on  fuch  conditions  as  might  h6 
found  confiAent  wfththe  juftice  of  our  caufe,  the  vigour  6f 
&k  efforts,  the  relative  fituation'  of  the  enemy,  the  G;eiierar 
bappinefs^of  Europe^  and  the  fecurity,  honour,  and  advantage- 
<»f  ^his  country^  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ntbveef 
bis  firft  reiblutibn; 

-  Mr.  ft^ilttam  Smtb  faid,  he  was  perfeflly  confcious  how 
much  difad vantage  he  had  to  contend  under  in  meeting  the 
plain  ftatement  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  well  as 
On  account  of  the  importance  of  the  fubje^l,  and  was  aware 
alfo  that  he  funk  below  him  fo  far  in  ability  as  hardly  to  ex* 
ptSi  that  patient  aitentton,  eveil  to  which,  in  his  own  opt«< 
nion,  the  nature  of  his  argument  enttried  him.  He  thought 
if  neeeflary  to  preis  this  confideration  more  ftrongly  upon  the 
Houfe  becaufe  it  did  not  augur  well  when  fo  many  gentlemen 
were  leaving  the  Houfe,  and  fliewed  themfelves  to  be  fo  in- 
different ab6ut  their  duty  and  the  pecuniary  interefts  of  their 
ckmftitueilts,  as  not  to  ftay  and  fatisfy  their  curiofity  by  hear- 
ing whether  the  loan  was  or  was'  not  made  upon  the  faireft 
terms.  The  rea(br»  why  he  rofe  that  day  at  all  was  merely 
becaufe  he  had  been  applied  to  to  prefisnt  the  petition  which 
iVy  upon  the  table,  from  fonie  contractors,  and  not  with  any 
perfctfial  objcft  in  view,  nor  directed  by  any  perfonal  motives. 
He-had -many  things  to  obferye  rn  his  confideration  of  the 
fpeech  which  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman  had  delivered* 
in  fo  much  order,  and  with  fo  much  eloquence,  that  tended 
tt>  ftrengthen  the  petition  and  the  arguments  upon  it.  No- 
thing wai  more  clear  than,  that  if  tl^  monied  intereft  in  this 
kingdom  be  fuch  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ftaeed,  for 
very  abundant,  it  became  the  firrongeft  and  moflr  cogent  rea* 
fon  why  bit^ders  fliouM  be  invited  to  a. competition.  Indeed 
fio  kind  of  argumtot  had  been  urged  to  the  contrary. 
Two  queftions  then  arofe  from  the,f)i^,  as  it  ftood  in  the 
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conftderation  of  dieHoufe:  firft«  whether  tbe  condu£l  of  die 
light  honourable  gentiemao^  in  the  bargain  for  the  loaii>  was 
the  faireft  in  every  point  of  vieW,  that  circumftances  would 
allow  ?   And  fecondiy,  if  it  were  not  wholly  fo  made  out^ 
whether  it  would  be  wife  and  prudent  in  the  Houfe  to  fanc- 
tion  die  loan  that  he  had  contra(3ed  ?  In  thefe  two  queftions, 
Mr.  Smith  found  he  had  reduced  his  tafk  to  a  fhorto'  com- 
pafs  than^  u^n  a  general  furvey  of  it,  he  could  have  fuppofed 
bimfelf  able  to  do,  but  in  thh  contradion  he  was  affifted  by 
other  operations.     Some  things  were  laid  out  of  his  view  alto- 
getheri  which,  upon  his  entrance,  into  the  Houfe,  he  had  ima- 
gined muft  have  been  comprehended  in  itj    one  of  which  was 
the  competence  of  the  documents  laid  down  in  the*  petition^ 
whofe  veracity  he  pre-fuppofed  might,  in  iiune  degree,  have 
been  contradidled ;    but  of  which  he  h,ad  not  faie^d  the  right, 
honourable  gentleman  exprefs  the  fmalleft  doubt:  «and  ano- 
ther was  the  impropriety  of  a  competition  at  all  times,  which 
he  had  alfo  pre-fuppofed  might  have  been,  urged,  ^nid  was. 
slad  to  find  it  given  up.     According  to  what  he  had  under- 
uood  of  the  ftatement  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the. 
original  intention  was  to  have  made  it  an  open  loan.     The 
point  to  be  difcufled,  therefore,  was,  whether  there  were  fuf- 
ficient  grounds   for  the  exifting  contrad,.  and  wjjiether  th«. 
terms  of  that  contran^  were  fuch  as  the  Houfe  ought   to 
iandion?  He  might  have  forgotten  fame  other  relative  ar*. 
guments,  but  be  believed  thefe  to  be  the  points  on  which  the. 
difcuiiion  depended.  ^  .  .  . 

.  \Yith'  refpeift  to  the  lirft  queftion,  he  mi|ft  fay,  and  he  waa 
inftruded  to  fay  fo  by  the  petitioners,  who  confequently  were 
accountable  if  the  ftateipents  were  untrue,  thar>  on  the  njight 
preceding  the  26th  of  Nov.ember,  on  which  day  the  contrad^ 
with  Mr,  Boyd  was  figned,  that  gentleman's  memorialhad  not 
been  prefented.  It  appeared,  therefore,  if  every  thjng  had 
been  liberally  and  fairly  meapt  on  all  fides,  not  that  he  thereby 
infinuated  any  criminalintMition  to  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, but,  if  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  had  been  liberal 
and  fair,  (he  night  before  the  figning  of  the  contrad  v^ould 
not  have  been  th^- tirne  for.  the  iir(\  plea  ^ of  the  memorial,, 
when  notice  had  been  given  of  an  open  competition  ten  days 
before^  ilnce  it  was  upon  the  i6ih  of  September,  that  the 
Qovernor  of  the  Bank  had  informed  Mr.  ^Morgan  of  it.  '  To 
this  ftatement  it  was  remarkable,  there  had  not  yet  been  any 
oppofition  made,  or  any  exception  taken,  and  he  held  acircu-. 
lar  letter  jin  lys  hand,  written  by  an  honourable  Secretary  to 
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the  contra£lors,  wherein  a  general^nviution  was  given  with- 
out any  mention  of  preference  whatever. 

The  grounds  for  preference  in  Mr.  Boyd's  memorial  were, 
that  Mr.  Bovd  had  a  leafe  of  the  monied  intereft  for  one 
year,  or  at  lead  to  the  laft  payment  of  the  loan  for  1795, 
which  payment  was  computed  to  amount  to  5,000,000).  and 
might  be  greatly  injured  by  the  intervention  of  a  fecond  con- 
'tradt.-  An  aiTertion  which  he  was  prepared,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  denv ;  although  the  five  millions  were  not  paid  up,  he  was 
credibly  informed,  and  his  informers  were  ready  to  prove  it, 
thatt  inftead  of  5,000,000!.  remaining  in  the  market,  there 
were  only  47%oooU  That  was  to  fav,  in  the  language  of 
the  Alley,  there  was  a  fum  of  five  millions,  which  had  not 
been  written  upon  the  bank  books,  although  it  was  as  well 
J^nown  that  four  millions  had  been  difpofed  of  in  the  market, 
as  if  they  had  been  written  on  the  books.  The  memortsil 
therefore  was  true  in  point  of  fad,  though  not  in  point  of 
inference. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  he  would  put  it  to  every  man,  pofleiling 
any  fliare  of  common  fenfe,  whether  there  was  not  nearly  as 
much  money  loft  by  the  prefent  negociation  on  one  part,  as 
the  477,0001.  if  it  could  have  been  wholly  loft,  would  have 
been  upbn  the  other.  Therefore  the  minifter  might  have  faid 
to  the  contra<3ors,  ^'  keep  your  money,  let  the  Iqan  be  open, 
and  we  will  run  die  rifk  of  your  lufles  by  paying  the  deficit.*' 
If  any  preference  were  due,  it  was  exprefsly  due  to 
Mr.  Morgan,  who,  three  years  ago,  had  made  a  loan  of 
i2,ooo,oool.  at  which  time  he  objected  to  another  loan  till  all 
the  (hares  were  difpofed  of,  and  the  loan  was  made  on  that 
condition.  This  happened  in  February;  and  yet,  in  the  May 
following,  another  negociation  was  entered  into  for  a  loan  of 
three  millions  to  the  Emperor,  when  the  ftiares  of  i2,ooo,oooU 
were  at  difcount.  I'hat  loan  was  the  beft  which  was  ever 
made  for  this  country.  Who  then  had  the  right  of  pre« 
emption  but  thofe  perions  who  had  fuffered  by  a  former  Io(s  ? 
It  was  alfo  notorious  that  the  greater  part  of  the  laft  loan  had 
been  fold  for  a  high  premium.  Nor  did  a  pre- engagement 
with  the  prefent  contractors  hold  good  in  all  its  connexions  ; 
becaufe,  although  the  former  contrad  was  made  obftenfibly  by 
Mr.  Boyd,  who  was  the  oftenfible  perfoq  in  the  prefent  con^ 
tract  ?  Mr«  Boyd  had  it  again,  with  a  different  lift  of  indivi^ 
duals.  Not  one  of  the  fubfcribers  to  the  former  condition 
had  come  forward  in  his  own  name  to  aflert  his  claim  to  the 


prefent ;  and  there  was  good  reilfon  for  it,  becaufe  that  wa^s 
worth  from  twelve  to  fourteen  ter  anU  and  vonfci^uently 
^  Vol.  11.  1795,  tl  thcjpf 
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they  had  been  no  lofers  by  their  bargain.  Was  it  not  then 
unreafonable,  when  fuch  profits  had  been  gained,  that,  becaufe 
one  thirty-fixth  part  was  not  paid  up,  they  fhould  be  favourol 
with  the  pre-emption,  to  the  excluilon  of  thofe  who  had 
adua|]y  loft  by  a  former  negociation,  and  above  all,  to  the 
great  difadvantage  of  the  publick  ?  To  come  however  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  own  ftatements  of  the  fubje^^, 
it  appeared  that,  at  the  time  of  the  negociation  in  1794^ 
there  was  an  exprefs  ftipuladon,  reduced  to  writing,  that  there 
fliould  be  no  other  loan ;  but  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  language 
had  been  fo  vag^e  and  loofe,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer hardly  recolleded  that  there  was  any  engagement  of 
the  kind.  If  that  right  honourable  gendeman  with  fuch 
powers  of  recoIletSion,  as  he  was  confeiTed  to  poflefs,  could 
with  difficulty  recall  fuch  a  provifion  having  been  marie,  and 
could  fo  far  have  forgotten  the  ftipulation  as  to  have  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  making  an  open  loan,  the  Engage- 
ment, if  it  had  any  adual  exittence,  muft  have  been  of  a 
Header  nature  indeed.  It  was  evident,  moreovg:,  that  no  de- 
ciiive  ftipulation  did  exift ;  becaufe,  when  the  authority  was 
given  to  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  announce 
the  competition^  it  was  hardly  underftood  that  any  preference 
exifted.    To  what  amount  however  was  the  ftipulation  I 

He  had  been  inftrudked,  from  two  quarters,  and  thev  were 
ready  to  avouch  it,  but,  at  any  rate  he  knew  he  fliouId  be  cor- 
rected, that,  when  the  petitioners  converfed  with  the  minifter 
about  the  loan,  he  fpoke  of  the  inconveniencies  which  the 
other  contradors  complained  it  would  fubjed  them  to,  aiid 
faid  diat  they  (;hought  thenrielves  entitled  to  a  preference,  and 
he  thought  fo  too.  He  thought  they  were  entitled  to  fome 
degree  of  attention.  Surely  this  was  a  phrafe  which  could 
hardly  imp! v  fo  conflderable  a  bargain ;  and  it  was  utterly 
impoffible  tnat  there  was  an  opinion  at  that  time  in  the  mind 
of  the  minifter  that  it  cotild  go  to  that  extent.  Thelbargain 
refted  then  on  this  ground,  that,  after  fuch  a  hint,  all  com^ 
petition  was  withdrawn  as  expeditioufly  as  poflible.  The 
only  chance  for  competition  was  by  bidding,  two,  three,  or 
four  per  ccnU  above  the  contradors,  and  that  was  no  com* 
petition.  Gentlemen  had  heard,  fome  years  a^o,  a  great  deal 
faid  upon  Iri&  reciprocity,  and  this  would  afiord  a  counter- 
part ;  it  was  Irifli  competition.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  perfons 
beft  acquainted  with  the  influence  and  variations  of  the  funds, 
and  bcft  known  in  continental  politics,  if,  in  thefr  opinion,  the 
loan  had  npt  been  worth  the  los.  per  cent,  more  Which 
the  petitioners  offered)  and  they  had.  In  confequence,  refufed 
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to  take  it  on  the  propofcd  condition,  every  one  muft  know 
that  the  contraAom  for  it  afterwards,  initead  of  getting  si 
premiutn  upon  the  (bares,  muft  have  aUowed  difcount.  Such 
were  h/ltSEr$»  Boyd  and  C.o.  the  contradors  for  this  loan,  who, 
from  their  continental  ^onnedions,  and  acquaintance  with  the 
fijnds,  were  confcious  of  the  worth  of  the  loan  to  its  full 
extent ;  and  if  they  had  reje£led  it,  by  that  rejeftion  they 
would  have  roaniiefted  that  it  was  not  worth  the  having.  ' 
Would  not  any  man  prove  himfelf  an  ideot  to  take  it  after 
dieir  refufal,  with  the  additional  payment  of  ten  jhil]ing$  per 
cent,  i  It  proved  itielf  therefore  to  his  reafon,  as  he  imagined 
it  muft  do  to  the  reafon  of  every  man,  that  the  bargain  was 
too  partial  ^  without  meaning  any  thing  invidious,  he  could 
call  it  nothing  but  a  pretence  of  competition.  It  was  an  in- 
vitation to  other  perfons  to  fet  the  price ;  to  fay  it  was  a  com^ 
petition  was  a  mere  abufe  of  words. 

So  much  for  the  competition  and  die  claim  of  Mr.  Boyd, 
He  did  not  wifli  to  dwell  on  rumours,,  and  therefore  only 
mentioned  them  as  fuch ;  he  had  however  heard,  for  a  con« 
fiderabie  time  previous  to  the  contract  for  the  loan,  front 
gentlemen  whofe  opinions  ufually  went  with  the  right  honour-* 
able  gentleman,  that  Meflrs.  Boyd  were  to  have  it,  and  that 
odds  were  puUickly  offered,  upon  it.  Wbence  could  dits 
confidence  have  arifen,  but  from  fome  knowledge  which  they 
muft  have  had  of  the  means  to  fecure  it ;  and  if  that  were 
really  the  cafe,  he  left  it  to  the  comikiittee  to  decide  whether 
it  was  fair  to  ftop  the  competition  on  fuch  grounds. 

The  next  queftion  neceilary  to  be  fubmitted,  Mr.  Smith 
(aid  was,  whether  there  was  a  fair  ground  for  imputing  fraud  i 
When  it  came  to  the  kind  of  competition  that  he  had  ftated^ 
Mr.  Morgan  was  deitred  to  conlider  of  it.  Mr.  Morgan 
could  not  coniider  it ;  he  very  properly  refufed  to  beftow  one 
moment's  confideration  on  it,  and  flung  himfelf  out  of  the 
room.  If  other  means  could  have  been  afterwards  devifed, 
they  fhould  have  been  reforted  to.  It  was  the  uniforni 
practice  of  Lord  North's  adminiftration  to  have  a  meeting  one 
day  for  difcuffing  the  particulars  of  the  loan,  to  let  the  next 
day  intervene  to  confideron  the  terms,  and  the  third  day  was 
appointed  for  the  contrafi.  Mf.^'Morean  did  not  want  to 
confider  of  it,  but  went  away  in  the  full  and  firm  perfuafioik 
that  nothing  would  be  done  at  Icaft  till  Friday.  The  next 
day  he  went  upon  the  Stock  Exchange,  to  Uate  what  had 
pjwed  to  the  iubfcribers,  and  informed  them  of  the  little  hope 
he  entertained  of  their  sigreement,  when,  to  4)i  hirfrsze,  he 
was  informed^  that  the  £irgain  had  been  coodaded  the  pre^ 

L  \  %  ceding 
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eliding  afternoon  by  Mr.  Boyd.  It  was  extraordinary  that 
the  prefTure  of  publick  circumftances  (hould  have  been  fe 
urgent  as  nor  to  admit  the  intervention  of  a  fingle  day,  nor  to 
)iave  piade  it  occur  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  how 
neceflary  it  was  to  fend  an  intimation  of  it.  Mr.  Smith  did 
not  know  whether  all  that  he  had  ftated  was  corredly  true, 
the  parties  however  muft  anfwer  for  themfclves,  and  he  be« 
lieved  they  were  ready  to  affirm  ir  at  the  bar,  and  eftahiifli  it 
by  evidence.  The  great  difficulty  would  be,  lo  prove  whether 
tiie  ether  bidders  were  ready  to  come  forward  whh  immediate 
payment  -,  he  had  not  yet  heard  any  doubts  upon  that  point, 
which  he  admitted  was  material,  and  if  there  were  no  doubts^ 
i^e  competitors  muft  be  called  in. 

The  whole  qucftion  then  refted  here,  whether  the  loan  was 
made  upon  good  terms  or  not?  The  beft  mode  to  afcertain 
this  would  be  by  referring  to  former  Joans.  U  the  prrfent 
was  at  a  low  premium,  it  would  have  the  appearance  of  argu- 
ipent  in  its  favour.  He  compared  it  with  the  years  1775  and 
J  776,  when  it  fell  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
difcount.  Had  that  been  the  cafe  at  prefent,  it  might  have 
been  faid  Jo  be  a  bargain,  although  a  clofe  loan,  with  the  ap« 
pearance  of  competition.  In  1780,  indeed,  the  loan  came 
out  at  4^  per  ant.  premium,  and  rofe  to  a  feventh  and  eighth; 
and  in  1782  it  <Jame  out  at  10  percent*  premium,  ana  rofe 
afterwards  to  ti ;  but  it:.was  not  in  comparifon  with  the  clofe 
of  the  American  War ;  and  he  fuppofed  die  right  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  wi(h  to  rifle  his  charaAer,  either  of  policy, 
nnance,  or  conftitution,  upoji  a  comparifon  with  that  period. 
There  was  not  only  a  difficulty  in  railing  fums  at  that  time, 
but  a  conflderable  difficulty  of  keeping  together  a  majority  of 
the  houfe,  which  was,  in  fome  way,  ^onne£ked  with  the 
enormous  premium  on  the  loans.  Their  loans  were  exprefsl/ 
and  notorioufly  made  to  keep  majorities.  He  did  not  fay  that 
ifuch  was  the  cafe  at  prefent,  he  did  not  however  deny  that 
fuch  an  idea  might  enter  the  heads  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Smith  declared  that  for  the  reafons  lie  had  affigned,  he 
believed  the  ground  and  arguments  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  conilitute  no  inftance  of  the  real  goodnefs  of 
the  bargain,  nor  did  it  appesTr  he  had  even  followed  his  own 
principle.  The  year  before  laft  there  was  a  competition  for 
i2,ooo,oooK  fmce  which  time  the  [right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  deviated  from  his  own  plan,  for  the  premium  of  laft 
year  was  larger  than  had  been  known.  In  the  prefent  year, 
he  Oiould  be  alhamed  not  to  fay,  that  it  had  an  adventitious 
effect,  when  a  peate  might  be  not  far  diftant,  and  when  it 
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Was  IkM  d©wn  broadly  "that  the  m^ans  of  the  enemy  were  only 
fufficient  for  a  fmall  part  of  the  next  year.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  with  a  peace  ftaring  them  in  the  face,  and  fo  much 
money  in  the  marker,  it  wasimpoffible,  in  the  nature  of  tbino-s' 
not  to  drive  a  good  bargain,  when  the  very  next  cfay  aftcr*i? 
was  made,  the  contraAor  ((4d  his  loan  at  5^-  premiuiti  •  that 
was,  for  i8,ooo,oodl.  he  gained  one  million  profit. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  he  was  aware  that  a  loan  had  been  at  6f 
premium,  which,  according  to  the  prefent,  would  be  at  the 
rate  of  i,ioo,oool.  upon  the  whole  capital;  he  obierved 
however  the  comparifon  itiuft  then  be  between  the  two  laft 
years  of  the  American  war,  and  no  other  $  for  it  could  liot  be 
reckoned  advantageous  but  in  comparifon  with  thefe,  and  thp 
average' premium  then  was  nothing  like  what  the  loan  at 
prefent  bore.  The  arguments  of  the  right  honourable  gende- 
man,  therefore,  were  direAly  on  his  fide,  inflead  of  on  die 
fide  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  if  the  premium  were 
low,  competitors  were  to  be  had ;  and  if  it  were  high  at  this 
time,  it  was  a  proof  that  the  bairgain  was  not  a  good  one  fo^ 
the  people. 

He  contended  that  in  point  of  fa£t,  the  money  might  have 
been  borrowed  at 'two  per  tent.  lefs.  Thefe  very  petitioners 
would  have  granted  it  at  that  rate.  If  no  pofitive  of  aShial 
proof  could  be  offered,  It  might  have  been  faid,  that  men, 'in 
the  bittetnefs  of  difappointment,  and  the  heat  of  seal,  had 
merely  come  forward  with  aflertiofiS;  but  the  gentlemen 
were  ready  to  gwt  their  proof  at  the  bar.  He  knew,  how* 
ever,  that  heads  moft  ready  to  compute,  and  the  mbft^adrdt 
in  calculation,  might  fometimes  be  miftaken  in  their  cal^ 
culafions. 

The  queftions  which  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  keep  in  view 
were,  whetl^er  a  fair  competition  was  likely  to  produce  good  to 
the  publick ;  and  if  that  principle  had  been  aded  upon^ 
whether  there  might  not  have  been  a  diminution  of  the  bur- 
thens ?  If  400,0001.  could  have  been  faved,  it  was  worth 
having.  He  would  next  a(k  the  Houfe,  whether  it  was  not 
fit  and  becoming  in  minifters,  whether,  indeed,  it  was  not 
their  bounden  duty,  to  have  procured  better  terms  ?  the  (hadow 
of  competition  that  had  been  fet  up  had  obvioufly  produced 
no  good,  on  the  contrary  had  produced  a  great  deal  of  mif* 
chidF.  The  miichief  wasoccafioned,  he  faid,  by  the  right  hon. 

Sndeman's  arbitration,  who  did  not  wait  for  the  propofal  of 
r.  Boyd,  but  made  terms  for  him,  and  threw  him  in  6  p^r 
tint,  when  he  might  have  had  the  money  upon  better  tierms 
for  the  public.     Nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  this 

affertion; 
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sflerdon  &  £or«  after  other  competitors  had  withdrawn,  he 
coofefledfy  propofed  his  own  terms  to  Mr.  Boyd  ;  andy  inftead 
of  allowing  two  days  more  to  confider  of  i^  the  bargain  was 
conduded  m  the  afternoon  of  the  Cuek  day,  upon  thb  minifter's 
own  fuggeftion.  Having  urged  that  point  veFy^rongly,  Mr* 
Smith  mU,  he  vriChed  to  know  if  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  had  any  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  difficulty  ? 

He  knew  that  the  rieht  mnourable  gentleman  had  not  pro- 
ceeded in  the  affair  o?  the  loan,  without  communicating  liis 
proceedings  to  other  perfons,  and  he  thought  it  juftice  to  them 
to  fay  that  he  bad  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  their  integrity  and 
ability ;  he  cpuU  not  fay,  however*  that  thofe  were  the  moft 
pnqper  perfons  to  conudt,  who  had  an  intereft  in  making 
die  terms  to  the  publ  ic  as  high  as  pofiible.  He  knew  not  why 
the  governor  or  deputy  governor  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
cither  from  charader  or  fortune,  were  more  infallible  than. , 
ptber  men ;  but  he  knew  that,  by  the  rules  of  that  Houfe,no 
perfon  could  retain  a  ieat  in  it  while  he  enjoyed  a  penf&on,  nor 
could  a  placeman  remain  there  till  rc-eleaeo.  On  this  prin- 
ciple he  wiflied  the  governor  and  deputy  governor  of  the] 
Bank  had  not  been  conf^lted ;  becaufe  they  were  officially  en« 
title<i  to  a  confiderabie  part  of  the  loan ;  and  becade  na 
perfon  could  contend  that  they  Mrere  proper  perfons,  as  they 
could  not  be  ftated  to  be  perfe<^Iy  difmterdled'in  the  event  of 
tbebargaim  The  amount  of  the  .premium  of  the  governor, 
atone  exceeded  that  fum  which  his  Majefty  was  unable -t^ 
grant  from  his  civil  lift,  namely,  laool.  He  muft  fay,  there-* 
i>rc^  that  the  perfons  coofulted  ought  to  have  been  as  difin- 
termed  as  poffible. 

He  wiflied  every  gentleman  prefent  to  (eparate  th^  cenfure. 
id  an  improvident  bargain,  and  the  neceffity  of  the  Houfe'to 
iunEtion  the  fupply,  as  much  as  poffible.  He  did  not  wifli  lo 
pufbcenfure;  though  he  could  not  argue^  if  the  Hou(e(hoMld 
lefufe  to  faridion  the  engagement,  that  the  refufal  wcmld 
imply  cenfure;  but  he  was  bound  to  difcharge  his  du^y, 
though  it  (hould  lead  to  a  vote  of  that  extent. 

In  regard  to  future  bargains,,  he  denied  that  the  refufal 
WOuU  have  an  embarraffing  or  dangerous  tSeSt*  If  the  (andion 
f€  that  Houfe  muft  be  given  to  every  meafure  which  a  minifter 
choie  to  underfake,  the  fandion  itfelf  was  reduced  to  a  futile 
and  nugatory  propofstion.  He  was  very  ready,  therefore, 
to  declare  that  circumftances  might  warrant  any  gentleman  to 
fay  that  he  would  not  ian<3ion  the  loan,  although-he  would 
not  withdraw  his  confidence*  On  the  other  hand,  the  fancp> 
n  01  of  this  loao  went  dire^y  to  prevent  all  fuAure  compe- 
tition 
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tition.  Oo  the  prefent  occafion  it  had  befn  underftoodythat 
it  would  be  on  open  loan,  and  that  bidders  would  be  received 
on  equal  terms.  Hence  a  number  of  people  made  provifioo, 
either  by  felling  out  their  ftock»  or. railing  fums  for  the  pur* 
pofe.  Would  any  gentlmen  do  fo  in  future,  unlefs  thejr  had 
previous  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  ihould  adlually  have  the  loaiip 
when  they  did  not  know  that  a  perfon  might  not  come  forward 
in  twelve  hours  after  their  arrangements  upon  erouoAs  how- 
ever light  and  frivolous,  to  fuperfedc  them  ?  [  A  call  for  the 
queftion. 

Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  had  gone  through  every  potnt«  He 
was  not  furprifed  to  hear  the  queftion  called  for,  elpeciaUy 
when  he  recollefted  that  he  had  neither  placol  his  arguments 
in  fuch  a  lucid  view  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  nor 
mixed  them  with  general  topics,  fuch  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  often  found  opportunity  to  introduce  with  fo  much 
(atisfadion  to  a  part  of  the  Houfe,  and  with  fo  much  enter- 
tainment to  the  whole.  He  muft  obferve,  however,  that  when 
j;entlemen  betrayed  eagernefs  at  fuch  a  time,  it  implied  that 
they  did  not  enteruin  a  very  correA  regard  to  the  interefts  of 
their  conftituents or  their  own  duty;  and  there  never  was  n 
moment  when  thofe  confiderations  were  prefled  upon  theoi 
more  than  at  that  moment  They  were  prefled  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  queftion  by  the  plenty  of  money  which  was 
ftated  to  be  floating  in  the  country  among  the  higher  orders^  ' 
whereby  die  competition  was  more  likely  to  have  been  reii* 
dered  beneficial  to  the  public.  They  never  could  be  more 
prefled  to  the  confideratioo,  than  when  the  taxes,  already  m<^ 
enormous,  were  encreafcd,  when  the  country  was  coming  to 
the  (ituation  when  the  lower  clafles  of  the  payers  of  the  taxca 
were  worfe  off  than  their  fellow  creatures  who  obtain  relief 
from  the  poor-rates,  and  when  not  only  400,0001.  but  e\'en 
40,0001.  was  a  proper  objed  of  inveftigation.  He  begged 
pardon  for  detaining  the  Houfe  fo  long,  and  for  the  prolix  and 
irregular  manner  m  which  he  had  exprefled  his  fentiments  $ 
but  as  he  Jiad  only  received  fome  anfwers  upon  the  fubjeSt  a 

Juarter  of  an  hour  before  he  rofe  tofpeak,  he  hoped  to  receive 
>me  degree  of  indulgence  i  and  concluded  by  moving,  that^ 
fifter  the  refoHttlon  for  granting  the  i8,ooo,oool.  to  his  Ma«i 
jefty  was  agreed  tOf  the  chairman  of  the  committee  fliouid 
report  progreft,  in  order  that,  when  the  Houfe  was  refumed, 
he  might  move  for  an  enquiry  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
loan  had  been  contraded  for. 
(This  mode  of  proceeding  he  adopted  at  the  fuggeftion  of 
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The  firft  rcfolution,  for  granting  the  Loan  of  18^000,000!. 
was  then  read  and  palled.  After  vlHiich  theqoeftion  was  put, 
that  the  chairman  mould  report  progrcfs,  which  was  carried. 
On  the  queftion  being  put,  that  Mr.  Hobart  (hould  leave  the 
chair,     '       .  . 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that,  after  the  able  manner  in  which  Ae  fub- 
je£t  of  the  Loan  had  been  treated  by  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Smith)  it  would  not  be  neceffary  for  him  to  enter  into  it 
at  large.     He  would  only  premife  the  few  obfcrvations  he  had 
to  make,  by  declaring  that  his  not  entering  upon  the  confider- 
ation  of  the  taxes  that  were  announced,  which  he  would  take 
another  opportunity  to  examine,  was  not  to  be  conftrued  Into 
an  approbation  of  them.     Some  of  them  he  difapproved  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  as  he  could  not  perceive  that  they  afforded 
any  fecurity  for  the  intereft  of  the  money  they  were  intended 
to  provide.     His  honourable  friend  had  prefled  a  queftion  of 
great  importance  to  the  point  under  conflderation,  which  he 
would  again  propofe  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  op* 
pofite.     He  would  aft,  What  was  the  nature  of  the  engage- 
ment with  the  fubfcribers  to  the  lafl:  year's  loan,  which  had 
induced  him  to  a£t  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner  ?  He  could 
not  conceive  it  to  be  of  a  very  explicit  or  precife  nature,  fince 
the  right  honourable  gemleman  had  forgot  it  entirely,  till  fub* 
Sequent  circumftances  had  recalled  it  to  his  recoUedion.     He 
wilhed  to  know  whether  he  was  bound  to  thofe  fubfcribers  by 
any  fpecific  contract.     If  he  was  not,  upon  what  principle 
could  he  juftify  the  mode  in  which  the  bargain  was  concluded?' 
If  he  was,  why  did  he  fend  notice  to  the  perfons,  whole 
complaints  were  preferred  againft  the  tranfa£lions,  that  it  was 
tobecondu£ted  by  open  competition  ?  He  had  given  out  that  it 
was  to  be  open,  and  had  not  given  intimation  that  it  was  to  be 
qualified.     In  putting  this  queflion,  he  could  not  hefitate  as 
to  the  anfwer.     The  right  honourable  gentleinan  muft  have 
been  aware,  that  any  obligation  here  incurred  muft  have  been 
very  important,  and  yet  it  bad  efcaped  his  memory.     He  per- 
ceived, frpm  what  had  been  faid,  that  it  had  been  inferred,  from 
the  ftipulation  of  the  payment  of  the  loan  before  February, 
1796,  that  no  other  loan  was  to  take  place  previous  to  that ' 
period.     That,  however,  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  fpecific 
engagement,  nor  juftify  the  line  of  condud  the  minifter  had 
purfued.    7*he  men  who  had  thus  been  difappointed,  fuftained 
a  very  fevere  lofs  as.  individuals,  and  the  public  would  ulti« 
mately  be  afFef^ed  by  the  principle  which  had  been  eflablilhed. 
Future  loanS)  ihou)d  pew  ones  unfortunately   be  required, 

would 
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would  experience  the  bad  confcquences  of  the  manner  in 
which  theprefcnt  had  been  fettled.     The  laft  payment  of  the 
loan  for  the,  prtfent  year  was,  he  underftood,  in  December, 
17965  the  confcquence  of  which  would  be,  that  if  the  war 
unfortunately  continued  throughout  the  year,  if  the  expence 
unfortunately  continued  to  exceed  the  calculation  made  for  - 
defraying  it,  if  the  country  was  unfortunately  in  a  fltuation 
to  require  parliament  to  meet  next  October,  or  if,  on  tha 
fuppofition  that  there  were  no  financial  reafons  for  contraSing 
early  tor  the  loan,  it  might  be  found  expedient,  in  a  political 
view,  in  order  to  fhew  the  enemy  the  amplitude  of  our  re- 
fources,  and  the  energy  of  our  exertions ;  would  not  the 
minifter  be  under  the  fame  engagement  then  that  he  was  at 
the  prefent  moment,  and  be  equally  debarred  from  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  open  loan?  If  this  had  been  the  word  of  the 
minifter,  his  charader  might,  indeed,  be  involved }  but  the 
confequences  to  the  country  were  more  important  to  be  con- 
fidered,  and  its  operation  upon  future  loaifs.    If  there  were 
really  an  obligation  of  faith,  even  that  he  would  contend,  was 
violated^    His  obligation  was  not  given  to  MefTrs.  Boyd  and  > 
Company)  but  to  the  fubfcribers  to  the  loan,  none  of  whom 
ftood  upon  the  lift  of  the  prefent  year.     As  the  real  fubfcri- ' 
bers  of  laft  year,  therefore,  were  not  confulted,  to  whom 
alone  any  pledge  cquld  be  underftood  to  be  given,  the  very 
engagement  on  which  the  prefent  extraordinary  condu£l  of 
the  minifter  was  juftified,  had  been  fubftantially  violated. 
The  right  honourable  gentlejuan  had  departed  from  that  prin- 
ciple of  competition  which  he  had  formally  extolled  fo  highly. 
The  very  fame  circumftances  which  had  occafioned  a  depar- 
ture from  it  would  be  likely  again  to  occur,  and  to  caufe  a 
flmilar  deviation.     He  declared  he  was  ready  to  exculpate  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  from  any  imputation  of  fraud  in 
this  tranfa£tion  but  he  could  not  exculpate  him  from  a  grofs 
degree  of  inattention,  in  making  the  ftipulations  for  the  laft 
year's  loan,  in  having  come  under  fuch  an  engagement  in 
January  laft,  as  for  ever  to  preclude  him  from  his-  favourite 
plan  of  competition.     He  called  upon  the  committee  to  rcReSt 
on  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  language  refpefling  com- 
petition on  different  occafions.     In  1793  a  loan  was  made 
on  the  worft  and  moft  extravagant  terms  ;  and  the  only  de- 
fence which  was  fet  up  for  it  was^  that  it^  was  made  l>y  com** 
petition.     He  then  contended,  that,  in  a  conftitutional  view, 
we  were  greater  gainers  by  the  mode  in  which  the  loan  had 
been  made,  than  we  were  lofers  in  a  financial  view  from  thcr 
iifadvantaeeous  nature  of  the  terms.     At  that  time  he  had 
VojL.  II,  1795,  Mm  agreed 
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agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  principle 
and  differed  with  hiofi  only  on  the  mode  of  competition.  Th# 
nejtc  year  be  purfued  his  plan  of  competition.  And  what  wat 
the  conftquence  f  A  loan  of  eleven  millions  was  raifed  oil 
more  advantageous  terms  than  was  almoft  evc*r  known. 

The  Houfe  would  recolledt  the  triumph  of  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  upon  that  occaflon,  and  his  boail  that  he  had 
combined  conftimttonal  with  financial  advantages.  Na 
fooner,  however,  was  thefyftem  of  competition  approved  by 
its  fuccefi)  than  k  was  mlTantly  abandoned  ;  and  though  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  prepared  the  plan  of  compe* 
tition,  when  it  only  anfwered  conftitutionally,  he  deferted  it 
when  it  anfwered  both  conftitutionally  and  financially.  In 
the  prefent  inftance  alt  his  confidence  repofed  in  the  goodnefa 
of  the  terms.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  thought 
that  the  terms  were  extreme^  bad.  It  was  with  much  con« 
cern  Jie  heard  of  a  deviation  from  the  good  old  cuftom  of  at« 
lowing  twenty-four  hours  to  intervene  between  the  &ft  meet- 
ing upon  the  fubje<9  and  the  conclufion  of  the  bargain* 

He  alfe  had  occafion  to  repeat  an  obicrvatton  which  he  had 
made  lafft  year,  that  if  the  ftocks  rofe,  then  all  the  advantage 
was  op  the  fide  of  the  individual }  whereas,  if  they  felT,  there 
was  no  legal,  or,  at  leafl,  no  pradtical  mode  of  enforcing  the 
bargain^  The  loan,  therefore,  ought  to  be  contracted  for  upon 
a  faireftimateof  the  average  price  of  ftocks,  with  a  due  re* 
gard  both  to  the  interefts  of  the  country,  and  the  juft  profk 
of  the  individual  Mr^Fox  entered  into  a  comparifon  be« 
tween  the  terms  of  kft  year's  loan  and  of  the  prefent,  and 
contended  that  a  loan  on  the  three  ^r  cents  was  negotiable  on 
mych  more  advantageous  terms  than  on  any  other  (lock,  be« 
caufe  ft  gave  a  greater  capital  to  the  lender.  The  price  of 
ftock  was  alio  higher  than  it  was  laft  year  i  a  better  bargain 
was  therefore  to  have  been  expedted  upon  that  ground.  Thus* 
IP  time  of  peace,  a  loan  might  be  negociatcd  with  a  much 
foiallcr  hcnuf  )han  at  any  other  time. 

He  next  con^ared  the  prefent  loan  with  that  of  17S3.  That 
)oan  had  been  made  in  very  unfavourable  circumflances,  and 
he  allowed  it  to  be  a  very  bad  one  for  the  country.  Would  a 
bad  loan  in  1783  however  iuflify  the  Houfe  in  acceding  to  n 
bad  gne  in  1795  i  Would  it  juftify  them  in  acquiefcing  in 
the  terms  of  the  loan  then  propofed,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ibnces  I  clearly  not,  for  they  were  not  obtained  by  competi^ 
lion.  It  might  be  faid,  that  it  was  eafy  for  individuals  to  cir- 
culate reports  of  what  terms  they  would  have  offered.  But 
it  WM  n^^  ^  fecret  confined  to  a  few  bands  3  it  was  notorious 

that 
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^at  a  great  number  of  perfons  had  coIle£led  an  inrimenfe  fum 
of  money  for  paying  the  firft  inftallmenfs ;  and  how  were  thej 
Afappointed  ?  becaufe  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
under  fome  obligation,  which  he  did  not  recoiled,  and  whioh 
made  it  necefiary  for  him  to  reject  a  competition.  And  diis  rt« 
jedlion  he  made,  not  in  the  moft  manly  way,  by  talking  of  a 
competition,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  by  propofing  it  on  fuch 
terms  that  no  man,  in  his  fenfes,  would  ever  have  thought  of 
entering  into  it.     He  firft  declared  that  there  was  to  be  a  com- 
petition to  the  governor  of  the  bank;  and  when,  upon  this  in* 
formation,  Mr«  Morgan,  and  his  friends  had  waited  upon  hiili 
to  give  in  their  propofals,  the    terms  were  fuch  that  no  man 
could  acquiefce  in  diem<.     One  very  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance,  which  he  had  mentioned  in  his  fpeech,  he  could  not  for- 
lear  to  notice,  namely,  that  he  had  made  his  own  term$  with 
Mr.  Boyd,     That  anv  man,  .on  an  occafion  of  that  nature, 
fhould  venture  to  truftthe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  (et« 
tie  the  terms  of  a  loan  between  him  and  the  public,  fliewed 
that  the  gentleman  muft  indeed  have  had  very  implicit  confi- 
dence in  liim,  to  truft  him  in  the  official  fituation  which  he 
fceld  as  a  referee  and  arbitrator.     Such  extreme  generofity, 
fach  a  boldnefs  of  confidence,  feemed  to  him  to  prove  rather 
too  much.     The  tranfadion  might  be  confidered  in  a  double 
point  of  view;  as  an  injury  to  the  petitioners,  and  as  a  lofs  to 
the  country.     To  Mr.  Morgan  it  was  clearly  a  ferious  lofs, 
his  money  being  called  in  for  the  purpofe  of  making  this  appli- 
cationof  it;  andto  the  publicthere  was,  firft,  a  lofs  of4ooo,oool. 
That   however    was  the   leaft  part  of    the  public  injury. 
By  dcfcrting  the  plan  of  competition,  he  had  outraged  a  mnda- 
mental  principle  of  the  conftitution^  laid  a  precedent  of  which 
corrupt  minifters  might  in  future  aviil  thcmff-ves,  much  to  the 
detriment  of  the  public,  and  checked  Hot  ever  the  fpirit  of  ad- 
venture in  the  raonieJ  intereft:  of  the  kingdom.     Who,  in  fu- 
ijire,  would  be  inclined  to  foHowMr.  Mt>rgan*s example?    lit 
vain  the  governor  of  the  bank  might  give  out  that  there  was 
an  open  loan  ;  he  would  not  be  believed.     In  vain  might  he 
alTure  the  merchants  that  there  would  be  a  fair  competition  ;  a 
previous  obligation  would  always  be  fufpeded.     Mr«  Morgan 
and  his  friends,  for  two  months  paft,  had  boafted  they  Wvtuld 
have  the  loan ;  becaufe,  from  their  particular  ideas  of  the  ftate 
of  public  affairs,  they  thought  that  they  could  offer  terms  more 
aivantageous  to  the  public  than  any  other  perfons.  I'he  anfwer 
they  received  was,  no ;  you  will  not ;  for  whether  it  is  deter- 
mined by  competition,  or  without  competition,  Mr.  fiovd  will 
^et  iL  When  thefc  fa^  were  known,  would  it  not  be  the  opi« 
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nion  of  thf  public,  that  the  plan  of  competition  was  forever 
abandoned,  becaufe  the  principles  on  which  it  was  puriued  were 
abandoned  ?  He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  the  intention  of  ad« 
minifti  sition  to  propofe  a  loan  to  the  emperor ;  and  if  it  was, 
whether  the  minifier  was  under  engagement  to  <^ive  it  the  con- 
tra£iors  for  the  prefent  loan  ?  He  had  many  objedions  to  make 
to  the  ftatemenc  contained  in  the  budget,  and  particularly  to 
feme  of  the  taxes  i  but  he  would  not  enter  into  any  dilcunion 
upon  thefe  topics,  till  the  prefent  important  queilion  wa>  dif- 
pofcd  of. 

Tie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  knew  of  no  agree- 
ment which  had  been  entered  into  refpc<5Hng  a  loan  to  .he  em- 
.peror.  With  regard  to  the  general  queftion,  whether,  by  his 
conduct  in  the  adjudmentof  the  preiuu  loan,  he  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  departing  from  the  principle  of  competition,  he  hefi- 
tated  not  to  fay,  that  fuch  was  by  no  means  his  intention  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  retained  ::sftrong  an  attachment  to  that  mode 
as  ever.  With  regard  to  the  prefent  inftance,  it  remained 
for  the  committee  to  judge  of  the  peculiar  circumftances 
under  which  he  had  departed  from  this  principle;  it  could 
not  however  by  any  juft  inference  follow,  that,  becaufe 
there  were  exceptions  to  a  rule  in  particular  cafes,  that 
thciefore  he  had  abandoned  the  rule  altogether.  Were  the 
ihaxinis  prefled  upon  him  to  be  followed  up,  there  muft 
be  an  obdinate  adherence  to  one  particular  fyftem  under 
all  fuppofeable  cafes  that  might  occur,  or  otherwife  he  muft 
be  expofed  t^  the  charge  of  a  fruitleis  departure  from  a  given 
rule  for  fome  improper  purpofes.  He  couU  not  admit  the 
force  of  either  of  tli.fe  fuppofttions.  It  had  been  ohjei^ed 
that,  by  hi?  agret  ment  with  Meilrs.  Boyd  and  Co,  he  had 
prevented  other  offers  j  iic  knew  not  whether  that  was  trup 
or  not ;  at  any  rate,  the  qitefMon  which  he  was  bound 
f)  coniidcr  was  (imply,  whecber  the  terms  which  had  been 
offered  were  fuch  as  he  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  ?  He  ap- 
prehended he  bad  afTigned  fatisfa£^ory  reafons  on  that  point, 
and  fbr  fnewing  why,  in  the  prefent  infUnce,  he  ought  not  tQ 
encourage  a  competition. 

It  had  been  6bferved,  that  MeiTrs,  Morgan  and  Co.  had- 
attended  to  receive,  rather  than  to  make  prop^^fals,  and  that 
they  had  withdrawn  without  any  being  made  to  them.  Hp 
proceeded  to  relate,  that  at  that  interview  he  hud  fufficiently 
explained  the  terms  of  the  loan ;  and  likewife  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  eighteen  millions  to  be  borrovved,  there  was  a  pof^ 
fibility  of  funding  five  milUons  more  of  the  navy  debt,  in  ad* 
^i(iQn  to  (he  advaoce  of  a  lo^  of  three  millions  to  the  Em- 
peror 
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peror.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  had 
entered  into  a  comparifon  of  the  terms  of  the  prefenc  loan 
with  that  of  laft  year.  He  had  obferi^ed,  that  the  price  of 
flocks  fell  during  the  difcuiSoa.  Upon  that  pointy  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  fortunately  by  him,  and 
would  read  to  the  committee,  the  component  parts  of  that 
loan,  and  the  price  of  flocks,  when  that  bargain  was  made. 
From  that  flatement  (which  he  read)  gentlemen  would  fee, 
that  the  bonus  of  che  preicnt  loan  was  fomewhat  lefs  than  the 
former,  and  not  more  than  it  was  necelEirf  to  give  under  all 
exifting  circumilances.  It  had,  indeed,  been  faid,  that  it 
muft  be  expet^ed  that  the  bonus  fhouid  be  lefs  when  the 
flocks  are  higher  than  they  were  laft  year,  but  he  obfcrvcd 
the  rife  of  the  funds  was  little  more  than  3  per  cent,  higher 
than  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  former  lo4n.  It  had  alfo 
been  remarked,  that  the  bonus  fhouid  be  confiderably  lefs  fincc 
the  capital  had  been  principally  made,  in  th^  ^  per  cents. 
Upon  thcfe  points  the  authority  of  a  noble  lord,  (Lord  i> tan- 
hope)  when  a  member  of  that  houfe  had  been  dated,  but 
was  any  gentleman  ready  to  profefs  himfelf  willing  to  go  to 
the  fame  extent  with  that  noble  lord  in  his  opinions  and  prin- 
ciples. He  went  over  the  leading  principles  which  he  had  laid 
down  onopening  his  fpeech^  and  produced  a  paper  which  flated 
the  rates  of  intereft  of  different  loans.  He  pariicular |y  noticed 
the  terms  of  the  loan  of  17941  when  the  fyflem  of  competi- 
tion had  been  flated  to  be  carried  to  its  uunoil  height ;  then 
the  3>/r  cents,  were  67},  and  the  4  per  cents.  83  and  odd^ 
the  race  of  intereft  on  the  eleven  millions  then  borrowed  was 
4I.  lis.  per  cent,  in  the  prcfent  loan  it  was  ftatcd  at  about 
4I.  13s.  and  though  this  loan  had  .been  branded  as  fo  enor- 
moufly  extravagant,  it  was  evident  diat  there  was  not  the 
difference  of  as.  6d.  of  a  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  compared 
with  a  loan  of  twelve  millions^  and  that  at  the  advanced  period 
of  the  fourth  year  of  the  war  in  which  we  were  en^ragcd. 
Was  this  loan  then,  he  afked,  fo  bad,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons were  called  upon  to  refufe  to  give  it  their  fan^lion  i| 
This  he  could  not  believe  5  and  he  trufted  that,  confidering 
all  circumftances,  the  houfe  would  not  llamp  it  with  its  diu 
approbation  ;  fure  he  was  that  he  had  nothing  to  reflc(9:  upon 
himfelf  for  in  the  prtfent  traufailion. 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  in  the  prcfentloan  there  was  only 

.6s.  6d.  taken  in  Long  Annuiiies,  whereas  the  loan  in  1794. 

was  12s  6d.     He  obfcrved  alfo,  that  part  of  that  loan  was  in 

tj4e4  per  cents,  whe.cas  the  prcfent  was  in  tiic  Z,P^  cents. 

He  thought  it  ftrangc  that,  the-4  per  cents,  then  mould  be 

withia 
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within  one  p§r  cettt.  of  what  they  were  at  prefcnt,  whilft  th^ 
3  per  cents,  ibould  be  above  3),  lefs  in  value  than  at  this  time* 
On  the  fubjed  of  competition,  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  proTefled  to  adopt,  he  could  not  help  obferving, 
that  filty-one  millions  and  a  half,  which  that  gentleman  had 
had  occalion  to  borrow  for  the  public  in  the  co'urfe  of  the 
prefent  war,  fifteen  millions  had  been  raifed  by  competition, 
and  thirty-fix  millions  by  clofe  contrafi  ;  fuch  had  been  the 
exception  to  the  genersSi  rule,  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  pretended  fo  much  to  approve! 

The  dancellor  of  the  Exchequer  explained  the  terms  of  the 
loan  of  1794. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  remarked,  that  if  the  additional  dif- 
count  were  reckoned,  it  would  make  the  terms  of  the  pre- 
fent loan  above  7I.  per  cent.  He  alio  pointed  out  a  material 
difference  between  the  fprefent  loan  and  that  of  1783,  when 
the  minifter  had  not  the  benefit  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  at 
prefent. 

Mr.  tf^.  Smth  reverted  to  the  tranfadions  with  MefTrs. 
Morgan  and  MelliOi^  and  obferved,  that  though  they  could 
Hot  be  faid  to  know  exaSly  the  terms  which  the  minifler  was 
to  oiler,  yet  thev  could  not  be  ignorant,  that,  ir\  addition  to 
the  eighteen  millions^  a  certain  number  of  Navy  Bills  were 
to  be  funded  ;  and  that  they,  with  their  friends,  who  were 
ready  to  offer  for  the  eighteen  millions,  ^re  at  the  fame 
timereadv  to  offer  for  mt)re.. 

'  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  rofe  to  make  ofte  obfervation :  the 
Vight  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted  that  he  had  been 
in  an  error  with  refpeS  to  what  had  pafTed  in  January  with 
Mr.  J[Bo^d  \  that  when  he  came  to  carry  his  proje£t  of  com* 
petition  mto  execution,  he  had,  for  the  firfi:  time,  difcovered 
that  he  was  entangled  in  an  engagement^  of  which  he  was 
pot  before  aware;  and  that  had  it  nut  been  for  that  he  would 
have  proceeded  to  make  a  loan  by  competition.  He  thought 
it  extraordinary  that,  in  tranfa^ting  this  loan,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fhould  have  forgot  the  circumflances 
that  pafled  in  converfation  with  Mr.  Boyd.  In  a  former 
converfation  with  Mr.  Morgan,  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  was,  he  faid,  chArgeable  with  the  fame  forgetfulnefs 
as  to  thecireumflance  of  the  Imperial  loan ;  that  Mr.  Morgan 
and  his  friends  had  taken  fire  at  this,  and  had  polled  up  a  paper 
in  the  Stock  Exchange,  (which  Mr.  S.  read)  fbting,  that,  other 
funding  had  taken  place,  of  the  11  millions,  and  the  Navy  Bills 
of  the  two  millions,  and  Exchequer  Bills  of  two  millions, 
figned  Godfchaly  Morgan,  and  Angerflein ;  he  thought  it 

fome- 
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(omcwhat  extraordinary,  that,  after  this  rebuke  which  thdr 
right  honourable  gentleman  bad  received,  he  fliould  omie 
being  explicit,  whether  or  not  there  was  to  be  another  Auf- 
trian  loan.  He  afTerted,  that  the  eiFe^  of  this  negligenctt 
would  be  a  total  lofs  of  chara£ier,  as  to  pun£hiality  of  buii** 
nefs,  a  great  pecuniary  injury  to  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  friends^ 
and  a  lofs  to  the  public  of  near  400,000!.  fterling.  How  far 
fuch  a  lofs  was  criminal,  he  (hould  leave  to  the  committee* 
The  oueftion  he  wilbcd  to  afk  was,  whether  the  right  ho<»^ 
nourabie  gentleman  confidered  himfelf  bound  to  contraA  no 
new  loan  till  the  laft  payment  on  the  former  one  was  made 
gobdf 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Excb^uer  anfwered  this  queftion  iit 
Ihe  affirmative  ;  and  explained  the  nature  of  the  negotiation. 
which  he  had  entered  into  refpefting  the  Imperial  loan. 

Mr.  Shiridan'mMktA,  that  Mr.  Morgan  proceeded  not  upofi 
rumour^  but  upon  official  documents,  with  refpeft  to  th« 
ChancellcNT  of  the  Exchequer's  contrafting  for  the  Imperial 
loan. 

Mr.  Huffiy  reminded  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  how 
ttiuch  the  bonus  increafed  the  intereft  of  the  loan.  He  thought 
he  was  blameable  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  difpofed  of 
the  loan;  and  calculated  the  difFerehce  between  9d,oooI* 
which  he  had  faved  by{giving  thejoan  to  Mr.  Boyd,  and  the 
lofs  of  3331OO0L  which  was  ready  to  be  given  by  MeflrSr 
Morgan  and  others.  He  declared  he  bad  a  commiSion  t» 
ftate  this  to  the  houfe;  and  then  read  a  letter  (dated  that  day) 
from  Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Pitt^  dating  the  advantageow 
terms  to  the  public  on  which  he  had  ofiered  to  tal^  th6 
loan.  And  another  letter,  figned  by  Dimfdale  and  Co.  and 
other  Bankers,  declaring,  that,  in  cafe  Mr.  Morgan's  offer 
to  conttad  for  the  loan  was  accepted^  they  would  engage  to 
become  the  fecurity  for  making  the  payment  of  lol.  per  cent, 
on  Thurfday  the  lOth  inflant. 

Thi  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declard,  that  until  the  ho^ 
nourabie  gentleman  produced  and  read  thofe  letters^  he  had 
never  feen,  nor  heard  of  them  \  and  be  afked  whether 
a  letter,  produced  under  fuch  circumflances,  and  after  the 
bargain  bad  been  concluded,  was  a  fiir  proceeding  or 
would  induce  the  committee  to  fufpend  coming  to  a  deter- 
mination on  the  fubje£l  ?  In  anfwer  to  a  remark  which 
bad  been  made,  he  declared,  he  had  not  faid  that  a  race  for 
Competition  was  a  race  for  gain,  whilft  he  confidered  it  fot 
the  advantage  of  the  public  j  that  by  the  bargain  be  had  con« 

'  eluded 
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eluded,  he  had  deprived  monie^  men  from  agreeing  to  the 
loan,  on  terms  not  much  exceeding  four  and  a  h^lf  ^^r  cent. 

Mr.  HuJ/iy  explained  refpe£iing  the  Contents  of  the  paper 
which  had  been  read  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  ftucL  up  at  the 
Stock  Exchange.     The  queftion  was  loudly  called  for. 

Mr.  Jeiyil  ^id,  that  the  impatience  of  the  houfe  for  the 
queftion  could  no^  add  much  to  its  credit  or  chara6ler,  were 
they  to  think,  for  a  moment,  that  in  this  difcuf&on  was  in--. 
volved  the  voting  away  a  fum  of  not  lefs  than  half  a  million 
of  their  conftituents'  money.  He  rofe  in  confequence  of  what 
had  fiUlen  from  the  riffht  honourable  gentleman  oppoGte,  who 
had  uniformly  praifed  the  fyftem  of  public  competition  for 
loans,  >ind  now  had  deviated  from  it  upon  what  he  called 
j^<yW  grounds.  He  wifhed  that  it  Chould  be  known  what 
diefe  fpecial  grounds  were,  and  recalled  the  attention  of  tho 
houfe  to  what  he  had  faid  early  in  the  (ef&on  relitiye  to  certain 
flAitious  bills>  purporting  to  be  drawn  from  Hamburgh  by 
Mr.  Boyd,  though  he  believed  tfcey  had  been  drawn  in  Lon- 
don, and  accepted  by  Mefirs.  Rofe  and  Lf»r  r  of  the  Treafury, 
They  were  fent  into  the  marlc-c  for  discount:  the  Bank 
would  not  touch  thefn ;  he  underilood  however  that  fome 
private  indiviJuals  had  difcounted  them ;  and  an  honourable 
friend  of  his  having  mentioned  the  lOth  of  Deotmber  as  the 
day  when  the  firft  inflalment  of  the  loan  was  required,  it 
became  a  curious  fad  that  it  was  the  precife  dav  on  which  all 
thofe  celebrated  bills  run  to,  although  they  were  drawn  at 
different  dates  when  firlt  ifliied.  This,  in  his  mind,  carried 
with  it  a  prefumptive  evidence  of  the  caufe  why  Mr.  Boyd 
was  to  have  the  preference,  and  all  0|)en  competition  was  ihut 
out.  The  right  honourable  gciirlerran  had  dcfired  him  to 
name  a  day  for  an  enquiry  into  this  fubjei^'t  wh^ii  he  firft  ftated 
it;  he  knew  too  well  the  fate  of  enquiiici»  ol  that  fort,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  f^ot  rid  of:  ftill,  hovw 
ever,  he  muft  infift  that  the  circulation  of  thcfe  bills  was  a 
mean,  ihabby,  difgraceful  trick ;  1o  fcandalous  that  ic  was 
beneath  the  character  of  a  ftatefman,  and  more  like  the  laft 
lefort  of  a  fwindling  trader. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  the  learned 
getuieman  chofe  to  name  a  day,  he  was  ready  to  go  into  any 
.enquiry  rtlpecHing  thefc  Bills. 

&Jr.  Fox  confidered  tliat  as  a  poor  excufe,  when  the  right 
honourable  ccntlcman'b  credit  and  honour  were  concerned. 
He  ihviught  X'lr,  Morgan  had  been  ill  ufed,  and  deceived  into 
a  r:ik  of  a  confiderable  fum  of  money ;  and  that  he  had  a 
right  to  come  forward,  and  Aate  to  the  public  that  he  was  (lill 

ready 


tec.  S.]        WOODFALL*S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.        17) 

ready  to  iftake  thrm  a  more  advantageous  oflfer.  Mr.  Fox 
obicrvtd  that  the  right  honMinble  gentleman  had  never  an* 
fwered  the  queftioo,  whether,  when  he  gave  Mr.  Morgan 
reafon  to  chink  that  there  would  be  a  fair  competition,  he  had 
at  that  time  any  circumftance  in  his  mind  which  he  knew 
would  prevent  him  from  giving  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  friends 
that  open  competition  which  was  held  out?  He  ^complained 
of  the  mifirhievous  eSeds  both  to  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  friends, 
and  the  public  at  large,  which  had  refulted  from  the  want  of 
this  explicit  information.  He  faw  no  reafon  why  the  com* 
mitttee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  adopt  the  moft 
expenfive  plan,  becaufe  of  the  improvident  engagements  of 
the  minifter.  If  they  were  fbrc^  to  become  a  party,  he 
thought  it  (hould  be  a  party  to  the  beft  bargain,  which  was  the 
firft  engagement  of  the  minifter  with  Mr.  Morgan. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion,  when  there 
were, 

JVirx,      ,  -  -         237 

Aye^  •  -  27 

Majority  J    ,     ^        -  210 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  DuemberZ. 

The  Bills  on  the  table  were  read  a^  fecond  time. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Liverpooli  praying  thelegif* 
lature  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  are  nectfTary  to  reitrain  fedi- 
tious  meetings. 

A  meflage  was  delivered  from  his  Majefty,  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  ftating  that  his  Majefty  would  relinquiin  the  amount 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  prizes  taken  firom  the  fubje(Ste  of 
the  United  States  of  Holland,  after  deducting  the  claims  of 
the  captors,  for  the  public  fervice. 

Lord  fValJingham  moved  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Ma* 
jefty  for  his  gracious  communication ;  which  was  agreed  to  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered,  that  the  Houfe  be  fummoned  for  Wednefdsiy  the 
9th.    Adjourned. 


Voi„n.  X795.  No  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
TU|ISPAY,  JD^c.  8. 

After  the  names  of  the  members  were  called  over,  purfu- 
ant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer brought  up  the  following  Meffagc  from  the  King,  which 
was  read  by  the  Speaker,  the  Members  (landing  and  unco- 
vered. 

G.R. 

*<  Hii  Mtjefty,  relying  on  the  a(r«rances  wliich  he  has  received  from  his  futh- 
fiil  Commons,  of  their  detenninatioo  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  thofe  exertions 
which  are  neceffary  under  the  preient  circumflances,  recommends  it  to  thisHoufe 
to  conOder  of  malcing  provifion  towards  enabling  his  Maje(>y  to  defray  any  ex- 
traordinary expences  which  may  be  incurred  for  the  fervice  of  the  eofuing  year, 
and  to  take  foch  meafures  as  the  exigencies  of  aftairs  may  rec^uire.  His  Majeily, 
on  this  occailon,  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  the  crifis  which  was 
depending  at  the  com.men€e|pent  of  the  prcfent  feflion,  has  led  to  fuch  an  order 
'  of  things  in  France,  as  wiH  induce  his  Majefty,  conlbrmably  to  the  fentimentt 
which  he  has  already  declared,  to  meet  aay  difpofidon  for  ncgociation  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  with  an  earneft  defire  to  give  it  the  fuUeft  and  f^eedieft  efft&,  and 
to  conclude  a  treaty  for  a  general  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  cfl^e^ed  on  juft  and 
fui table  terms  for  himfelf  and  his  allies. 

<*  It  is  his  Majefty*s  .earneft  wiih,  that  the  fpirit  and  determination  mani- 
fefted  by  Parliameot,  added  to  the  recent  and  important  fuccefies  ot  the  Auftrian 
armies,  and  to  the  continued  and  growing  embtrrafiments  of  the  enemy,  may 
fpeedily  conduce  to  the  attainment  of  this  objed,  on  fuch  grounds  as  the 
juftice  of  the  caufe  in  which  this  country  is  engaged,  and  the  fituation  of  affairs^ 
may  entitle  his  Majefty  to  expeS.  '  G.  R« 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  after  the  mefiage  was 
read,,  regretted  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Grey»  who  had  giv«n  no- 
tice of  a  motion  re&edling  peace ;  a$  he  wiihed  to  know  whe- 
ther, after  the  me^e  which  had  been  read,  that  gentleman 
would  bring  forward  his  motioq.  If  he  did,  Mr.  Pitt  faid, 
he  would  defer  the  confideration  of  the  meflage  till  after  a 
decifion  had  taken  place  on  the  propofition  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  but  if  he  thought  fit  to  poftpone  his  motion  re- 
fpeding  peace,  then  he  would  move  that  the  King's  meilage 
be  taken  into  immediate  confideration. 

The  following  Meflage  was  then  delivered : 
G.R. 

*<^Hi8  Majefty  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  t  con* 
fiderable  divifion  of  fliips,  haVing  on  board  foreign  troops  in  the  ferrice  of  Great 
Briuin,  havinglxen  difpcrfed  and  damaged,  while  on  their  psfli^  fvam  the  riven 
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Elbe  and  Wefer  to  Spithsad^  the  place  of  lendeavofos  appojatcd  for  the  coimij 
under  which  it  was  iafeeaded  they  ihoald  be  feat  on  diilant  f^rexga  fenrioe^  hb 
Majtily  has  foimd  it  ttnavoidabiy  neceflary  to  order  the  faid  troops  to  be  dUem* 
barked,  and  to  be  (tationed  in  banracks  nfiar  Soatfaam^^toa,  and  in  the  Ifle  df 
Wight}  and  at  the  rame  time  has  g^ven  direAions  ^at  they  ihall  be  re-embarked^ 
and  fent  to  the  pUce  of  their  defBnation»  as  foon  as  the  tranlporta  necefiary  ibr 
their  accommodarion  and  conveyance  Aall:  be  in  readinefs  to  recdve  theoB,  the 
jKceflary  orden^or  that  purpofe  hafing,  by  his  Majeily*8  co>mroand,  been  already 
given*  G.  R.** 

PITITIOKS. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  the  Magiftrates  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  Borough  of  Kilmarnock,  complaining 
of  feditious  meetings,  and  in  favour  of  the  Bills. 

A  converfition  took  place  between  Mr.  Sheridan^  Mr. 
Dundasy  and  the  Lord  Advocate^  refpedting  the  fignatures  to 
the  petition ;  after  which  the  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on' 
the  table. 

REPORT  OF   THE   BUDGIT. 

Mr.  Hohari  brought  up  the  report  of  the  refolutions*  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  was  r^d  a  firft 
time.  — 

On  the  motion  for  its  being  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  Curwen  admitted,  that  the  taxes  of  the  prefent  year 
were,  in  general,  as  unexceptionable  as  any  that  could  .be 
expefted  to  be  propofed ;  but  that  which  laid  a  new  burthen 
on  horfes  of  a  certain  description,  he  conceived  to  be  liable  to 
very  confiderable  objeftions.  The  defcriptjon  he  alluded  to, 
was  the  horfes  kept  for  agricultural  purpofes  by  the  holders  of 
fmall  farms,  and  particularly  fuch  as  were  employed  in  turf 
farms,  in  the  carriage  of  coals  drawn  in  carts  by  (ingle  hor- 
fes. The  minifter,  by  repealing  the  duties  formerly  impofed 
on  carts  of  this  defcription,  {hewed  that,  even  in  his  opinion, 
farmers  of  this  kind  were  not  proper  objc6ls  of  taxation,  v 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  this  part  of  the  tax  would  meet  with 
fomG^  modification. 

The  Speaker  faid  he  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  honour-^ 
able  gentleman  while  he  was  fpeaking,  but  he  wiihed  then  to 
obferve,  that  if  gentlemen  had  any  observations  to  make  jipon 
the  report  generally,  this  was  the  proper  time;  if  their 
remarks  only  went  to  particular  parts,  it  would  be  more  or- 
derly to  advert  to  them,  when  the  Clerk  came  to  thofe  refolu- 
tions,  to  which  their  animadverfions  might  refer. 

*  For  a  corrc^  copy  of  thefe  refolutions  vide  appendix. 

N  n  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  conceived  that  any  matters  of  ex- 
planation orofitiggeftion  might  as  well  be 'made  in  the  pre- 
fent  fta^e,  as  it  would  give  members  an  opportunity  of 
remarking  further  when  the  particular  queftion  came  to  be 
voted ;  an  opportunity  for  which  they  had  the  more  occafion, 
from  their  being  limited  to  fpeaking  onCe  to  any  particular 
queftion  when  the  Houfe  was  not  in  a  committee.  He  fhould 
be  extremely  averfe  to  oppofmg  any  taxes  that  might  be  brought 
forward  in  the  prefent  exigencies  of  the  country ;  and  what  he 
had  to  offer  was  more  with  a  view  to  draw  the  minifter's 
attention  to  thofe  objeSions  that  muft  occur^  and  to  the  ne- 
csi&ty  of  their  being  obviated,  than  to  come  forward  at  pre- 
fent with  any  pofitive  oppofition. 

He  perfeftly  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  in  the  objcftions 
,  flated  to  the  duty  on  cart  horfes  for  coals,  turf,  and  other 
•  purpofes  of  agriculture,  and  thought  the  intended  tax  a  viola- 
,  tlon  of  thofe  principles  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
profefled,  when  he  repealed  thofe  duties  upon  carts,  wains,  &c. 
which  were  formerly  laid  upon  them.  The  propofed  tax  on 
horfes  was  a  depa^ure  from  that  rule,  and  was  even  a  heavier 
duty  than  the  fumthen  ena£led ;  in  the  prefent  inftance  innu- 
merable diiHcuUies  might  occur.  According  to  the  refolution 
then  propofed,  the  duty  would  not  only  bear  upon  horfes  of 
the  defcription  alluded  to,  but  alfo  upon  horfes  employed  in 
,  ploughing;  and  as  nopajticular  a^e  was  fpeciiied,  upon  colts 
and  fillies  as  well  as  any  other.  It  was  faid  to  be  but  a  fmall 
tax,  but  when  the  principle  was  eftabliOied,  how  was  the  ap- 
plication to  be  limited?  The  very  refolutions  themfelves 
proved  the  progrelHve  rife  which  had  taken  place  in  the  taxes 
impofed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  when  the  duty  on  horfes 
kept  for  pleafure  was  doubled.  In  his  mind  it  was  a  fallacious 
calculation  to  proceed  upon,  that  the  farmers,  from  the  pre- 
fent high  rate  of  corn,  pofleiTed  advantages  which  would 
amply  compenfate  for  this  new  duty,  as  the  tax  bore  with 
greaieft  fe verity  upon  the  pooreft  farmers;  and  even  thofe  of 
more  extenfive  concerns,  found  the  incrcafe  of  poor  rates,  and 
other  additional  expcnces,  enough  to  balance  what  they  might 
have  gained  in  the  increafed  price  of  wheat.  He  (hould 
therefore  move,  that  all  horfes  employed  in  farming,  and  con- 
necElcd  with  purpofes  of  agriculture,  (hould  be  exe;npted  from 
this  tax. 

He  alfo  diCipproved  of  the  duty  being  doubled  on  thofe 
horfes  which  were  kept  for  pleafure,  &c.  and  if  the  miniftcr 
thought  it  would  not  lifFcS  the  number  of  hor*es  fo  ufed,  he 
believed  he  would  find  himfdf  to  have  aded  upon  a  very  rafli 
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calculation.  This  condderation  naturally  led  to  the  double 
cxpence  of  h'cenfe,  that  was  impofed  upon  the  horfe-dealery 
^hich  was  an  unjuft  impofition,  at  the  time  when  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  legiflature  muft  inevitably  produce  a  diminution 
of  the  demand.  On  the  whole,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
revenue  would  be  no  gainer  by  thofe  regulations ;  and  that, 
after  much  mifchief  was  done,  the  minifter  would  find  it  to 
be  a  tax  that  was  not  worth  retaining.         ^ 

As  it  might  fave  the  time  of  the  Houfe  upon  fome  future 
occaiion,  he  would  refer  (bortly  (o  the  tax  upon  the  tranf- 
miffion  of  property  by  way  of.  legacy,  and  by  the  will  of  tef- 
tators,  which  was  liable,  upon  the  firi^  blu(h,  to  fuch  a  crowd 
of  objections,  that  he  could  not  help  thinking  it  would  be 
found  in  the  detail  totally  impra£ticable.  If  the  duty  was 
laid  upon  fee  fimple  eftates,  it  muft  reverfe  every  law  refpedl- 
ing that  kind  of  property;  and  in  operating  upon  perfonal 
property,  the  difficulties  were  infurmountable. 

He  wiihed  the  Hcufc  to  coniider  what  would  be  the  eiFe£i:, 
if,  on  the  death  of  everv  man  concerned  in  bufinefs,  revenue 
officers  and  government  infpeflors  were  inquiiitoriaily  fet  up  to 
examine  into  his  folvency,  and  the  ftate  of  his  aiFairs ;  and 
refle£l  on  the  confequences  fuch  an  inquifition  muft  produce 
in  a  nation  fubfifting  by  its  credit  and  its  trade.  In  the  cafe 
of  a  mortgage  left  to  any  collateral  branch,  he  aflced,  whe« 
ther  they  were  immediately  to  affix  the  value  of  fuch  mort- 
gage ?  Whether  the  mortgage  on  the  death  of  the  tefta^or  was 
to  be  immediately  clofed?  And  whether  the  refiduary  mort- 
gagee was  at  once  obliged  to  find  and  advance  the  money 
which  fhould  be  claimed  by  government  ?  He  added,  that  if 
the  tax  was  to  affi;^  fees  fimple,  it  muft,  in  procefs  of  time, 
operate  diredtly  as  a  land<tax  on  every  eftate  in  the  kingdom* 
He  contended  alfo,  that  the  minifter  was  very  inaccurate  in 
eftimating  the  produce  of  this  tax  upon  a  calculation  that  the 
value  of  the  land*revenue  of  the  country  might  be  taken  at 
28  years  purchafe.  That  fuch  might  be  the  value  of  fome 
lapds  was  certainly  true;  but  that  all  the  land  of  the  kingdom 
was  of  that  value,  was  a  palpable  miftake. 

Thefe,  <ie  faid,  were  but  a  few  of  the  innumerable  objec- 
tions which  would  occur  in  the  progrefs  of  the  BUI  upon 
that  tax,  and  only  thrown  out  then  that  gentlemen  might 
turn  them  in  their  minds,  and  induce  them,  \i  they  could  not 
be  obviated,  to  confider  of  fome  fubftitutes,  which  might  be 
equally  produSive,  and  fubje£l  to  fewer  difficulties.  ' 

Ihe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  although  he 
thought  a  more  proper  opportunity  would  come  for  enquiry 

and 
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and  difcuffioii  on  the  proviilons  of  tbofe  BilJs,  it  gave  him  fa- 
tisfadion  that  gentlemen^  who  conceived  ftrong  obje&lons 
to  the  meafurcs,  and  great  difHcuity  in  their  execution^  ihould 
take  the  earlicft  opportunity  of  fuggefting  thenrj.  With  re- 
gard to  the  tax  propofed  upon  collateral  fuccefEon,  and  pro* 
petty  bequeathed  by  teftators,  which  was  cxpeSed  to  pro- 
duce more  than  any  other  in  the  ways  and  means  of  the  pre* 
fent  year,  hc^  was  alfo  aware  that,  in  the  detail  it  was 
by  far  the  moft  difficult  to  be  carried  into  effed.  The  prin- 
ciple was,  in  his  opinion,  unexceptionable,  and  where  that 
point  was  clear,  he  was  anxious  to  reoiove  any  objection 
that  might  be  urged  againft  the  mode  of  its  application. 

The  regulations  neceilary  to  obviate  the  many  difficulties 
which  at^iirft  prefented  themfelves^  he  faid,  had  occupied, 
for  a  long  time,  the  attention  of  fome  of  his  friends  of  the 
higheft  legal  chara£ler,  and  lie  was  far  from  being  prepared  to 
ftate  that  even  at  prefent  they  were  fufficiently  removed.  He 
was  more  defirous  that  the  bufmefs  of  the  propofed  tax  on 
property  bequeathed  fbould  be  agitated  when  it  came  regularly 
before  the  Houfe  ;  though  he  could  not,  even  in  that  prema- 
ture fiagc,  avoid  rifin^  to  anfwer  the  general  tendency  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  arguments.  He  certainly  mif- 
underftood  him,  if  he  thought  that  he  fet  the  rental  of  the  na- 
tion at  28  years  purchace*  He  did  not  pretend  to  be  precife 
inany  fuch-^rofs  flatement.  All  be  meant  to  do,  was  to 
give  fome  rough  medium  eflimate;  indeed  it  was  impoffible 
as  yet  to  do  more,  therefore  he  had  thought  that  the  beft  way 
he  could  take  at  prefent.  He  was  aware,  that  it  was  a  quef- 
tion  to  be  conAdered,  whether  the  duty  impofed  was  to  be  de-<- 
dudkd  from  the  capital,  or  be  paid  by  inftalments,  propor-^ 
tionate  to  the  annual  income*  Various  provifions  were  ne-  . 
ceiTary  to  make  regulations  for  reiiduary  legatees.  In  (hort, 
all  the  points  ought  to  be  confidered  in  detail ;  and  afterward 
it  would  dill  reft  with  the  Houfe  to  objecl  to  the  meafure  or 
not.  The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  it  was  nearly  equal 
to  a  land  tax  ;  he  "put  it,  however,  to  the  Houfe,  if  one  ihil- 
ling  land  tax  would  not  fall  much  heavier.  The  tax  on  col- 
lateral fucceffions  merely  operated  when  a  change  of  ad  van-  ^ 
tag'e  to  the  party  took  place  j  and  hence  gentlemen  would  fee, 
that  a  tax  in  that  way,  though  confidcrable,  could  be  borne. 
No  duty  of  fo  heavy  a  nature  could  take  place,  without  - 
being  ful^je^t  to  many  difficulties;  and  no  fuch  meafure 
coiild  exclude  exceptions. 

He  admitted,  that,  by  dcfcentof  fortunes  in  collateral  bran- 
ches, this  tax  might,  in  proccfs  of  time,  operate  as  a  general 

land 
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land  tax ;  but  dien  it  would  operate  in  a  manner  which  could 
not  afie^  the  htunediate  pofleiSbrs  and  could  not  be  found 
a  very  ferious  impofttion  by  the  rcfiduary  legatees. 

The  objedions  ftated  to  die  propofed  duty  upon  korfes^ 
when  they  came  regularly  under  difcuffiony  would  have  fuck 
weight  as  the  Houfe  fliould  think  they  deferved  i  he  pro* 
fiofled,  however,  for  one,  that  he  did  not  wifh  to  be  under- 
ftood  as  expreffing  any  facility  in  admitting  them  ;  in  all  ob- 
jc^s  of  taxation,  if  the  exceptions  were  numerous,  the  duty 
wouM  be  fo  unprodudive,  as  to  be  fcarcely  worth  retaining* 
He  coM  not  admit  it  as  a  very  cogent  argument  againft  the 
propofed  tax,  that,  when  fomething  of  that  nature  had  for- 
merly been  propofed,  it  was  afterwards  judged  proper  that  it 
iboukl  be  repeated.  When  that  repeal  took  place,  there  was 
a  furplus  of  the  revenue,  and  the  legiflature  had  to  look 
round  for  thofe  peribns  whom  it  conceived  to  be  moft  worthy 
of  relief.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  encouragement 
of  agricukure  naturally  prefented  itfelf  as  one  of  the  foremoft 
objeds,  and  the  tax  upon  carts  of  certain  defcriptions  was 
repealed^  The  caufc  was,  at  prefent, -completely  the  reverfe. 
Government,  inftead  of  being  able  to  remit  the  old,  fra$ 
obliged  to  impoie  frefii  burthens  to  fupply  the  exigencies  of 
the  ftate ;  and  it  was  not  unreaibnable  that  it  (hould  recur  to 
that  which  in  more  profperouscircumftances  it  had  coofentei 
to  forego,  as  it  could  then  be  fpared. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  be  could  not  admit  the 
conclufion  of  the  honourable  geatleman,  that  the  increafed 
duty  upon  horfes,  kept  for  pleafure,  would  bv  any  means  di« 
mini(h  the  ufe  of  them.  It  would  bear  only  m  proportion  to 
the  ability  of  perfons  to  fuftain  the  burden,  and  could  not  be 
coniidered  as  oppreffive  upon  any  clafs  of  the  community. 
The  experience  of  the  laft  additional  duty  evinced  the  dire£l 
contrary ;  and  when  the  increafed  expence  of  keeping  a  horfe 
at  prefent  was  confidered,  it  could  fcarcely  be  imagined  that 
many  would  be  induced  to  give  it  up  for  the  additional  duty 
of  I  OS.  a  year. 

Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  declared,  he  did  not,  generally 
fpeaking,  difapprove  of  the  now  taxes,  but  he  hoped  that» 
when  tl^t  upon  horfes  c^me  to  be  confidered,  a  line  would 
be  drawn  in  order  to  exempt  thofe  which  were  employed  in 
agricultural  ufes  only.  In  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  provifiona 
of  every  kind,  &e  fuggefled  a  tax  upon  dogs  as  a  fubjeA 
worthy  of  the  confideration  of  the  legiflature  j  thofe  animals^ 
fo  ufelefs  to  the  majority  of  thofe  who  kept  them,  devoured 
no  inconfulerablc  mare  of  that  food  for  want  of  wUch  human 
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beings  were  famiOiing.  Independent  even  of  that,  there  was 
an  additional  motive  Tor  legiflative  remedy  in  the  dreadful  ra- 
vages infli£ted  by  canine  madnefs,  which  caufed  at  one  time 
foferious  an  alarm  in  a  county  with  which  he  was  conneded, 

i Cambridge)  that  the  Vice  Qiancellor  was  under  the  necef* 
ity  of  ifiuing  an  order  for  the  dogs  to  be  tied  up. 

Whatever  might  be  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe,  with  re- 
fpcA  to  the  exemption  to  fermers  in  the  duty  to  be  impofed 
dri  horfes,  he  conceived  a  great  addition  might  venr  properly 
be  made  to  the  duty  on  race  horfes  and  hunters.  In  this  re- 
fyeSt  he  could  not  be  fufpedied  of  claiming  any  exemption  for 
himfelf.  He  had  originally  confidered  the  prefent  war  to  be 
'uft  and  neceflary ;  and  he  was  extremely  willing  to  furnifh 
lis  full  quota  to  its  vigorous  fupport.  Nay,  he  would  re- 
peat a  declaration  which  he  had  formerly  made  in  the  Houfe, 
that,  if  other  gentlemen  would  confent  to  do  the  fame^  he 
Ihould  chearfullv  agree  to  lay  the  rent-roll  of  his  fortune  upon 
the  table,  in  order  that  a  juft  proportion  (hould  be  applied  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  ftate :  anxioufly  wifliing  as  he  did,  that 
the  poor  might  be  exempt  from  taxation.  They  were  as  ne« 
cefiary  to  gentlemen,  as  gentlemen  were  neceflary  to  them. 
Thinking  that  exery  kind  of  property  fhould  bear  its  equal 
|>roportion  to  its  fupplies  required  by  the  nation,  he  recom- 
mended that  funded  as  well  as  landed  property  ihould  be  tax- 
ed, and  lamented  that,  on  this  occafion,  be  differed  from  the 
minifler,  who  declared  that  he  would  not  confent  to  tax  the 
funded  property,  even  if  the  parties  fhould  themfelves  pro* 
pofe  it.  He  then  concluded  with  declaring,  that,  as  long  as 
he  had  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  he  fhould  continue  to  a£l  on  the 
fame  independent  principles  as  thof^  upon  which  he  enter- 
ed it. 

Mr.  Hiftniker  Major  faid,  that  he  had  no  objeflion  to  a  tax 
on  the  funded  property  and  collateral  fucceffion,  he  was  fear- 
ful, however,  that  the  propofed  tax  upon  draft-horfes  would 
prove  injurious  to  the  interefl  of  the  farmers,  whom  he  men- 
tioned as  an  ufeful  and  refpe£bible  claf^  of  men  in  the  com- 
munity. 

General  Smith  declared,  that  he  had  his  doubts,  whether 
the  tax  upon  legacies  could  be  properly  introduced,  and 
did  not  confider  himfelf  pledged  to  fupport  it,  when  the  re- 
folutions  fhould  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  RoUe  thought  the  exemption  claimed  for  horfes  cm-  ^ 
ployed  by  certain  defcriptions  of  fmall  farmers  was  entitled 
to  confideration,  and  propofed,  by  way  of  fubflitute,  a  tax 
which  would  not  be  much  felt,  and  at  the  fame  time  that  it 

fhould 


Dec- «.]        WOODF ALL'S  PARLIAWtENTARY  REPORTS.  %%  t 

(hould  be  produAive,  would  alfo  operate  as  a  beneficial  regu- 
lation.    He  meant  a  cheap  (lamp  in  all  agreements  made  with 
i  fervants;  and  alfo  a  regifter  for  enrolling  all  pariili  fettle^ 

I  ments,  which  would  have  many  other  conveniencies  beftdes 

I  preventing  litigations. 

'  Mr.  £^  declared  himfelf  not  averfe  to  the  general  propo- 
fitions  of  the  budget^  which,  with  certain  regulations,  he 
thought  might  be  rendered  unexceptionable.  With  regard 
to  the  propofed  duty  on  collateral  fucceflbn,  if  it  was  confined 
to  that  obje£l  only,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  dif^culties 
might  be  cafiiy  removed.  The  way  to  rend*  it  efFcclive, 
would  be  to  impofe  upon  the  legatees  the  burden  of  prov-' 
ing  the  property,  which,  after  all  the  accounts  were  fettled, 
they  might  be  entitled  to;  and  if  falfc  accounts  were  given 
in,  a  provifion  (hould  be  made,  that  the  property  concealed 
Ihould  revert  to  the  next  heir  at  law,  or  the  direct  repre- 
Tentative. 

One  of  the  new  taxes  which  appeared  to  meet  with  the 
general  concurrence  of  the  Houle,  ftruck  him,  as  a  matter  of 
great  nicety  and  importance  ;  namely,  the  redudlion  of  one- 
fourth  draw-bacJc  upon  fugars.  He  had,  he  faid,  been  aflo^ 
niihed,  when  the  Chancelior  of  the  Exchequer  ftatcd  this 
drawback  to  amount  to  the  enormous  futh  of  between  7  and 
8oo,oool.  in  the  laft  year.  The  Houfe  muft  reco^left,  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  the  Britifh  Colonies,  wh:c>i  were 
not  allowed  the  privilege, of  proceeding  with  their  fugars  im- 
mediately to  any  other  European  market,  but  were  com- 
pelled to  fend  their  produce  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  Britifh 
bottoms.  The  confequent  cxpence  of  landing  thofe  com- 
modities, and  aferwards  of  (hipping  them  in  other  ve(rcls,&c. 
was  poflibly  more  than  gendemen  unacquainted  with  that 
trade  could  be  aware  of;  he  well  knew  fuch  regulations  had 
been  adopted,  more  for  the  benefit  of  navigation,  than  from 
any  coniideration  of  the  amouutthe  revenue  might  derive  from 
them. 

The  great  amount  of  this  drawback,  however,  was  not  to 
be  ;ittributed  to  the  fair  courfe  of  the  trade,  but  to  pradices 
equally  injurious  to  the  quali^  of  the  article,  and  to  the  re«- 
venue.  After  a  cargo  of  fugar  imported  into  this  country, 
it  was'mixed  up  with  compo(itions  and  ingredients,  which 
might  increafe  it  at  leafl  one-third  in  its  bulk ;  .and  thus  the 
public  were  obliged  to  pay,  by  way  of  drawback,  infinitely 
more  than  if  thefe  frauds  did  not  exifl:,  they  could  poflibly  be 
JiaUe  to.  He  thought  fome  regulations  on  this  important 
Vol.  IL  179  s.  O  0  fubjcft 
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fubjeci)  would  M  infinitely  more  profitable  to  the  revenue  and 
the  public,  than  the  reducSlion  propofed. 

Mr.  Haukins  Browne  complimented  the  financier  on  his 
having  produced  fuch  taxes  as  were  likely  to  prove  efficient, 
without  being  feverely  felt.  He  owned  he  entertained  fome 
doubt  as  to  the  propriety  efthe  tax  on  horfes  for  agriculture, 
left  it  might  prove  a  difcouragement  to  the  labours  of  the 
farmer,  who  did  not,  he  apprehended,  receive  that  extraordi- 
nary benefit  from  the  price  of  corn  which  fome  gentleman 
fuppofed.  With  regard  to  the  tax  on  landed  property,  he 
would  fuggeft  a  ftamp  tax,  wheo  laud  was  fold  by  a  convey* 
ance,  proportioned  to  the  fum» 

Mr,  Jek)l  objeded  to  the  tax  upon  the  collateral  convey* 
ance  ofproperty,  as  hoftile  to  the  commercial  fpirit  of  the 
country ;  it  would  lead,  he  (aid,  in  fome  inftances,  to  a  deve- 
lopement  of  the  concerns  of  private  individuals,  which  ought 
never  to  take  place  on  any  ground  whatever.  He  fuggefted 
however,  that  if  it  was  to  be  impofed,  it  would  he  necefiary 
'  to  introduce  a  claufe  into  the  Bill,,  proving  that  the  tax 
fhould  attach  upon  any  refiduum  which  might  remain  in  the 
bands  of  an  adminiftrator. 

Mr.  Ryder  replied  to  the  obfervation  made  by  Mr»  Haw- 
kins Browne,  on  the  tax  upon  labouring  horfes,  that  they 
were  not  invidioufly  feledled  as  objedls  of  taxation,  but  that 
merely  they  wfere  not  to  be  altogether  exempted  in  future,  as 
they  had  been  formerly.  He  ftated  alfo,  as  no  fmall  recom- 
mendation to  the  tax,  that  it  would  ierve  to  diminifh  the 
confumption  of  thofe  articles  by  horfes  which  were  applica- 
ble to  the  food  of  man. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  thought,  that  the  tax  on  tobacco  might 
be  political  in  time  of  war;  on  the  return  of  peace,  however, 
which  was  fhortly  to  be  expected,  he  feared  it  might  afford  a 
temptation  to  fmuggling.  The  regulation  cf  the  drawbacks 
on  fugar  he  alfo  conceived  to  be  matter  of  ferious  deliberation, 
as  it  might  affeft  the  refpeSable  body  of  Weft«India  merch- 
artts,  who  had  fufFered  confidtrably'  from  the  war,  and  who 
had  the  moft  powerful  claims  on  the  protedlion,  and,  if  pof« 
fible,  on  the  generofity  and  remuneration  of  the  Houfe, 
Sir  Francis  objeSed  to  the  tax  on  printed  calicoes,  having 
always  conlidered  it  as  a  general  principle,  that  no  particular 
manufadory  (hould  be  fubjefk  to  an  exclufive  tax. 

Mr.  Rohei^  Thornton  congratulated  the  country  upon  taxes 
which  w6uld  be  fo  little  felt  by  every  clafs  of  the  community. 
With  rtfpecl  to  the  drawbacks  on  fugar,  which  were4)ro- 
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pofed  to  be  diminiflied,  he  aflured  the  houfe,  that  the  rcftrtc-* 
tions  would  operate  very  Httle  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Weft 
India  traders,  as  they  were  in  polTeffion  of  a  complete  mono- 
poly of  the  f«>reign  markets. 

Sir  Jf^,  Toung  rofe,  as  a  Weft-India  Planter,  not  to  re- 
monftrate  upo^i  any  tax,  by  which  he  would  be  pcrfonally 
affected,  being  at  ail  times  ready  to  contribute  his  ihare  to 
carrying  on  a  war,  profefledly  undertaken  for  the  proteflion 
of  property,  but  to  proteft  againft  the  ftatement  of  Mr. 
Thornton,  that  diminifliing  the  drawbacks  upon  the  ex« 
portation  would  not  operate  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Weft- 
India  Planter. 

Mr.  Grey  remarked  that  two  oppoike  noodes  of  reafoning 
had  been  adopted,  to  (hew  the  policy  of  the  tax  on  horfes, 
bo'h  of  which  could  not  be  true.  One  gentleman  had  argued) 
with  a  view  to  (hew  the  productive  nature  of  the  tax,  th^it  the 
number  of  horfes  would  not  be  diminttied.  Another  had 
contended,  that  it  would  operate  to  diminiih  the  quantity  of 
food  which  was  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  man^  with 
a  view  to  ihew  the  expediency  of  the  tax  on  the  prefent  con- 
jun£iure«  He  prefumed  the  honourable  gentleman  had  read  a 
celebrated  Engliih  didtionary*,  in  which  the  article  of  oats  was 
explained  by  ftating  it  to  be  a  fpecies  of  food  for  horfes  in 
England,  and  for  men  in  Scotland*  If  however  the  con- 
fumpcion  of  food  was  leA'ened,  the  number  of  horfes  muft  Mr. 
Grey  obferved,  necefTarily  be  diminiibed  ;  fo  that  one  or  other 
of  the  inferetices  muii  be  falfe«  With  refpedt  to  the  tax  upon 
collateral  fucce/fion,  the  fubjed  on  the  firft  bluOi  of  it  ap- 
peared ^o  be  fo  complicated,  that  he  trufted  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  depart  from  the  ufual  pradice  of  not 
printing  Tax  Bills,  and  move  that  it  (hould  be  printed.  There 
were  a  few  points  upon  which  he  wi&ed  for  information.  He 
wifhed  to  know  what  the  right  honourable  ge^itlcman  meant 
by  dire£i  fucceflion ;  whether  it  was  only  the  fucceOiOn  of.  'a 
fon  to  his  father,  or  of  the  heir  at  law.  In  his  ojiinion  it 
w.ould  be  matter  of  infinite  difficulty  fo  to  frame  the  Bill  as  to 
anfwer  the  intention,  without  infringing  upon  the  cftabliflied 
principles  of  policy.  In ,  commercial  furc^ifions  it  would 
render  an  examination  of  the  private  aftairs  of  individuals 
neceifary,  which  ought  never  to  be  publiihed ;  and  as  it  would 
operate  on  landed  property,  which,  by  the  bye,  he  obferved, 
was  leaft  able  to  bear  any  tax  of  the  kind,  ir  would  be  iin- 
poGible  to  difcncumber,  in  the  eftimate,  the  real  value  of  the 
inheritance  fiom  the  mortgage  or  bond  debts  which  migtit 
aicach  upon  it.    If  an  eftate  was  entailed  upon  a  brother,  and 
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failing  htm,  on  another  brother,  he  wifbed  alfo  to  know  if  thd 
heir  would  be  obliged  to  pay  the  whole  proportion  of  the  tax 
merely  upon  his  own  life  intereft  on  the  eftatc  ?  or,  fuppoHng 
that  a  rnan  left  his  edate  to  a  diftant  relation,  fubjeA  to  a  con« 
fiderable  jointure  to  his  widow,  whether  he  would  be  amenable 
for  the  tax,  as  efti mated  upon  the  whole  value  of  the  eftate,  of 
only  upon  that  value  which  he  had  abfolutely  received  I  Thefe 
were  queftions  which  he  put  rather  as  coniiderations  to  be 
weighed  by  the  firamere  of  the  Bill,  than  in  the  form  of  ob- 
jeiSiions  to  its  policy. 

Mr.  Grey  faid  the  chief  objed  for  which  he  rofe,  vras  to 
give  notice  that  his  motion,  which  he  had  formerly  announced 
lor  the  next  day,  on  the  fuUed  of  pacification,  he  meant  to  put 
off  for  feme  time,  in  conkquence  of  the  meflage  which  had 
that  day  been  communicated  to  the  houfe  by  his  Majefty, 
p.urpor:ing,  that  afFairs  in  France  had  now  arrived  at  that  crihs 
to  which  he  had  alluded  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion,  at  mdiich  it  might  be  fafe  for  this 
country  to  treat*with  that  government.  Sy  this  meflaee,  Mr^ 
Grey  underftood,  that  with  the  prefent  goyernment  of  France, 
ic  being  no  longer  in  a  ftate  incapable  of  maintaining  the  ac- 
cuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  countries,^ 
his  Majefty  at  prefent  entertained  a  difpofition  to  enter  into 
pacific  negociations.  He  therefore  would  defer  his  motion 
till  he  faw  what  was  the  nature  of  the  addiefs  which  fhould  be 
moved,  rcferving  to  iiimfelf  the  privilege  of  delivering  his 
fentimcnts  upon  the  fubje£t  when  the  meflage  came  to  be 
confidered. 

Tf^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchiquer  faid,  that  though  he  wtflied 
to  maintain  the  ufual  forms  of  proceeding  in  .that  houfe,  he 
hoped  that  fome  way  might  ^be  adoped,  in  a  cafe  of  the  im* 
portant  nature  of  a  tax  on  collateral  fucceflion,  to  enable 
genckmen  to  confider  it  with  as  much  accuracy  as  poflible. 

Mr.  IVilUam  Sifiith  obferved,- that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  on. a  former  night,  had  aflerteil,  as  a  reaion  why 
the  tcx  on  legacies  (hould  be  adopted,  that  in  Holland  it  pre- 
vailed for  years,  and  was  by  no  means  conceived  a  matter  of 
opprw^on.  Of  this  circumttance  he  could  not  fpeak,'  not 
having  a  knowledge  of  the  faS;  but  he  was  againft  the  prin- 
ciple, idafmuch  as  an  individuftt,  in  a  collateral  line,  might  be 
left  a  re fuluary  legatee;  and  it  was  well  known,  that  perfons 
in  that  fituation,  after  adminiflering  to  the  property,  often  had 
not  fuSicient  to  pay  the  debts  incurred  by  thedeceafed,  though 
fuppofed  to  have  le/t  behind  him  confiderable  property.  This 
was  a  cafe  well  known  to  have  lately  occurred  in  the  city^.- 

Befides^ 
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Befides,  government  having  the  powcfr  to  malce  a  nfiiniite  in* 
veftigation  of  the  affairs  of  a  private  individual  was  highly  im- 
proper, and  obje6lionab!e. 

jtlderman  Lujhingtdn  faid,  that  he  Vtras  ready  to  admit,  con« 
formably  to  tlie  true  principle  of  the  colonial  fyftem,  that  there 
ihould  be  a  reciprocal  advantage  between  the  colonies  and  the 
mother  country.  He  would  abftain  from  canvaffing  the  fubi 
]tSt  with  refpe£l  to  the  regulation  propofed  on  the  drawback  of 
ftigars  for  the  prcfent ;  but  it  was  fuch  as  no  Weft  India 
Planter  could  reafonably  objeft  to.  He  could  not  avoid  taking 
that  opportunity  of  obferving,  tha%  with  refped  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  the  country  derived  infinite  advantage  from  the  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  of  that  qtiarter  of  the  globe ;  when  the 
company,  at  a  great  expence  of  labour,  and  the  proportion  of 
land,  had,  befides,  other  difHcuIties  to  encounter  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  fugar,  he  thought  it  a  confined  policy  not  to  admit  the 
,  fame  beneficial  regulations  relative  to  fugar  brought  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  as  were  applicable  to  fugars  imported  from  the 
colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies.  He  difapproved  of  the  tax  on 
horfes,  as  far  as  it  interferfed  with  agriculture;  every  ftep 
towards  enhancing  the  price  of  the  firft  articles  of  necellity 
(hould  at  all  periods  be  moftfeduloufly  avoided. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  difapproved  of  more  of  the  taxes  in  this 
year's  budget  than  that  of  the  taxes  of  any  budget  before; 
without  taking  into  view  the  objetSHons  to  taxing  breeding 
caittle,  and  young  cattle,  he  would  (ay,  that  the  tax  was  a 
dired  attack  upon  agriculture,  as  he  could  fee  no  difference 
between  taxing  the  plough  and  the  animal  that  drew  it.  Uf 
all  the  means  of  fupply,  the  diminution  of  'the  drawback  on 
fugar  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  leaft  exceptionable.  He  had 
particular  pleafure  in  hearing  what  feil  from  the  worthy 
magiftrate,  (Alderman  Lufliington)  viz.  that  the  Eaft  India 
fugar  was  likely  to  carry  away  the  market  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  the  advantages  from  the  foil  and  labour  being  greater: 
he  believed  nothing  was  more  true,  and  he  believed  fo  of  any 
means  of  labour  that  were  difFerent  from  the  deteflable  flave 
fyftem.  This  opinion  muft  have  greater  weight,  coming,  as 
it  did,  not  from  cnthufiafts,  as  he  and  the  enemies  of  the  flave 
trade  were  calkd,  but  from  a  perfon  concerned  in  the  trade. 
He  objeded  to  the  additional  tax  on  tobacco.  To  lay  taxes 
on  luxuries  was  right,  if  it  could  be  accompliihed ;  that  is,  if 
they  could  be  fo  framed  as  to  fall  on  the  luxuries  of  the  rich 
alone  \  but  that,  he  was  perfuaded)  was  impoffible ;  the  rich 
and  the  poor  were  fo  blended  together  as  confumers  o'  tobacco, 
that  one  could  not  be  taxc^  without  the  other  feeling  it: 

Above 
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Above  all  things,  bis  mind  revolted  againft  taxing  the  fn- 
liocent luxuries  of  tt^epoor;  the  circle  of  their  enjoyments 
was  fo  narrovir,  that  it  was  cruelty  to  break  in  upon  them. 

The  motion  was  put,  to  read  the  refolutions  a  fecond  time, 
and  carried. 

On  reading  the  refolution  for  allowing  6s.  6d.  long  annuity 
to  the  fuhfcribers  to  the  loan. 

Mr.  Hpjfey  moved  an  amendment,  that,  inftead  of  *^  fix," 
be  infeneU  the  word  **  four." 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  whatever  impreflion  might  be  made  upon  the 
houfe,  he  found  it  his  duty  to  fupport  the  amendment  then 
ofFcred  to  their  ^onfideration.  He^did  To,  becaufe  he  knew 
that  the  terms  of  the  prefcnt  loan,  and  which  the  houfe  were 
called  upon  to  fandion  by  this  refolution,  were  much  worfe 
than  might  and  ought  to  have  been  obtained  for  the  publick. 
He  ihould  fupport  the  motion,  if  he  had  no  better  cbje£t  in  it, 
than  that  it  fbould  appear  upon  the  journals  of  the  houfe.  He 
was  fully  warranted  in  doing  it  from  another  reafon,  which 
was,  that  it  was  clear  to  demonftration,  and  evidence  might  be 
called  to  the  bar  of  that  houfe  to  prove  it,  that  the  prefent 
bargain  between  the  minifler  arid  the  ful)lcribers  was  not  only 
an  Tmprovident  one,  and  fuch  as  the  miniitcr  ought  not  to 
have  made,  but  that  it  was  in  diredl  contradidtion  to  what  he 
himfdf  had  formerly  declared  upon  the  fubjeft.  He  wiflbed 
this  fubjccl  to  be  brought  fairly  before  the  face  of  the  publick.* 
He  wiLhed  them  to  fee  that  they  had  been,  by  this  bargain, 
made  to  pay  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  more 
than  they  ought  to  pay ;  becaufe,  by  terms  that  had  been  pro* 
pofed,  thatfum  might  have  been  faved  to  them.  How  far  the 
houfe  would  think  themfelves  bound  to  agree  to  the  terms  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  he  would  not  then  difcufs. 
But  this  he  would  fay,  that,  when  a  meafure  was  propofed, 
that  could  not  be  afTented  to  without  iiijuflicc  to  the  publick, 
and,  ftill  more,  when  that  was  a  mealure  of  the  minifter  m 
direA  defiance  of  his  ovrn  repeated  declarations,  he  could  not 
fee^iny  reafon  why  he  fhould  agree  to  fuch  a  meafure,  though 
he  faw  many  reafons  why  he  (hould  not.  That  this  was  the 
cafe  in  the  prefent  loan  was  a  fad,  and  he  believed  it  would 
not  bv  conlradided ;  if  it  (hould,  he  was  ready  to  prove  it  at 
the  bar  of  that  houfe.  He  would  prove  that  the  miniilcr  did  r 
hold  out  that  there  (houid  be  a  fair  and  free  competition  in 
bidding  for  the  loan.  This  the  minider  did  not  chule  to  ex- 
plain'for  himfelf,  and  it  was  not  his  buAnefs  to  explain  it  for 
htm.  He  had  faid,  that  an  unqualified  c^inipetition  was  what 
he  wiihed.    He  had  ftated  it  fo  on  the  Wednefday  to  gent'C* 

men 
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men  who  attended  him  for  that  purpoTe,  and  on  the  Friday 
following  he  concluded  a  bargain  to  the  abfolute  exclufion  of 
all  competition.  Confequentiy  the  iirft  engagement  of  the 
minifter  had  been  entirely  broken ;  fo  far  from  being  an  un- 
qualified competition  was  this  bargain,  it  was  precifely  the 
reverfe.  He  fhould  like  to  know  upon  what  ground  that 
houfe  was  to  fulHl  the  laft  engagement  of  the  minifter  in  pre-  , 
ference  to  the  iirft.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
rcfufed  to  form  an  open  loan.  He  could  have  wiihed  to  hav^ 
Jcnowh  precifely  what  were  the  terms  of  the  laft  loan ;  he  was 
perfc£lly  perfuaded  it  was  not  as  ftated  the  night  before  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.  He  (hould  tike  hereafter,  to 
know  precifely  alfo  what  were  the  terms  of  the  loan  for  1783 ; 
although  he  was  quite  fure  that  the^  were  not  fuch  as  bad 
been  ftated  by  the  minifter ;  in  confirmation  of  this  he  would 
refer  to  the  votes  of  that  houfe;  and  by  that  authority  it 
would  appear  that  the  rate  of  intereft  was,  literally  fpeakin^s 
higher  in  this  than  it  was  in  that  loan ;  much  more  fo  would 
it  be  maqifeft  to  the  houfe,  when  they  came  to  look  at  the 
articles  of  th;^t  loan,  and  compare  them  with  the  articles  of 
this.  Mr.,  Fox  enumerated  the  different  parts  of  ftock  that 
made  up  the  loan  of  1783,  and  compared  them  with  thole  of 
the  prefent  loan,  to  illuftrate  his  argument;  and  maintained 
that,  comparing  the  prefent  loan  with  that  o^  ^7831  ^hc 
prefent  was  of  the  two  much  the  worfe  for  the  publick.  He 
would  not  therefore  be  a  party  to  an  agreement  by  which  the 
publick  had  been  fo  much  impofed  upon  and  defrauded  as  thev 
were  by  the  prefent  bargain. .  He  had  heard  of  clofe  loans. 
There  were  many  that  were  called  fo  made  during  the  Ameri*? 
can  war  by  Lord  North.  They  wefe  negociaied  with  the 
moft  wealthy  bankers  of  the  city,  many  oF  them  attending 
together,  and  difci^fllng  the  whole  of  the  contra£^,  and  in  that 
mode  there  was  fomething  of  a  competition,  and  a  conlider- 
able  degree  of  publicity  attending  them.  From  the  traof** 
aiSions  of  this  loan  however,  it  was  not  only  a  clofe  loan,  but 
a  loan  fo  clofe,  and  in  every  refpedoffuch  a  kind,  as  to  favour 
every  fpecies  of  corruption  to  which  a  bargain  with  a  minifter 
could  lead.  It  was  firft  faid  to  be  a  competition;  and  the 
moment  after  that  competition  was  fuppofed  to  be  opened,  an 
opportunity  was  feized  to  make  i^  a  clofe  loan,  and  then  the 
whole  bargain  was  concluded  upon  between  two  individuals^ 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Boyd,  or  thofe  in« 
terefted  with  Mr.  Boyd.  He  would  a(k  whether  it  was  pof- 
fible'for  the  wit  of  man  to  devife  a  mode  ^better  fitted  to  in^ 
troduce  corruption  than  that  which  was  adopted  to  make  up 
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this  load  ^  Nobody,  he  would  dare  (ay,  fufpe^d  the  minifter 
perronally  of  corruption ;  he  did  not  infinuate  any  thing  againft 
him  to  that  effe£t,  becaufe  he  fufpeSed  the  mintfler  as  little  as 
any  man  in  the  country  ;  but  that  was  not  the  queftion.  If 
iriie  minifter  fliouJd  have  had  a  corrupt  di(pof]tion>  was  not 
that  an  opportunity  to  carry  it  into  effcft  ?  He  would  a(k 
whether,  when  the  minifter  and  Mr.  Boyd  were  alone  tranf- 
ading  this  loan,  there  ever  was  a  better  opportunity  for  cor- 
ruption ?  If  the  minifter  had  told  Mr.  Boyd  he  wi(hed  him  tc^ 
introduce  certain  perfons  into  his  lift,  was  there  a  man  who 
believed  it  wa$  inv^offible  for  Mr.  Boyd  to  have  complied  with 
that  defire  ?  This  )eft  room  for  fufpicion  on  the  part  of  the 
publiclc.  The  publick  would  fee  there  was  a  poflibility  at 
feaft  of  corruption,  when  a  mode  was  taken  contrary  to  ail 
the  former  ufages  of  a  loan,  and  contrary  to  all  the  exprels 
{>roinifes  and  declarations  of  the  minifter  himfelf,  repeatedly 
made  upon  this  very  fubie<5):.  The  publick  were  likely 
enough  to  fufpcft  there  had  been  a  corrupt  pradlice,  where 
there  had  been  Aich  a  facility  for  corruption,  and  an  impofG* 
bility  of  deleting  it.  Therefore  he  would  fay,  that  if  the 
prefent  loan  was  as  favourable  to  the  publick,  as  he  believed  it 
to  be  the  reverfe,  he  ftiould,  as  a  member  of  that  houfe,  never 
agree  to  it,  becaufe  he  faw  danger  in  every  part  of  fuch  a 
tneafure  v  for  that  reafon  he  (hould  vote  for  the  amendment» 
for  inferting  the  word  four  inftead  of  the  word  fix.  -He  (hould 
vote  againft  the  whole  of  this  tranfaflion,  becaufe  he  thought 
it  would  be  difiionourable  to  the  houfe  to  agree  to  it ;  and 
he,  for  one,  was  determined  not  to  have  any  (hare  in  the 
di(hon6ur. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  real  queftion 
in  the  Speaker's  hands  muft  turn  upon  two  grounds.  One, 
whether  the  loan  (hould  be  concluded  at  all,  as  he  had  opened  it  ? 
(econdly,  whether  the  mode  in  which  he  had  a£led  was  right  or 
wif  ng  i  Upon  the  firft  he  (hould  not  offer  any  argument,  be- 
caufe the  opening  of  the  matter,  after  all  that  had  happened, 
and  proceeding  to  another,  was  fo  much  againft  all  idea  of 
juftice,  againft  every  idea  of  compe(1tio:>,  even  that  it  could 
not  be  argued.  To  think  of  opening  the  matter  for  com- 
petition, after  all  that  had  happened,  after  all  the  accounts  that 
bad  been  received,  and  fo  many  complicated  circumftances 
bad  occurred,  was  to  the  laft  degree  abfurd.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  houfe  were  of  opinion  that  the  mode  in  which  he  had 
concluded  the  bargain  was  wrong,  that  \vould  be  another 
<|ueftion.  Then  the  houfe  would  confider  whether  he  (hould 
be  cenfured  or  not.  He  bad  ovex  and  over  again  ftated  the 
?  •  leafoa 
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reafon  why  he  had  adopted  the  mode  which  had  uken  place« 
He  then  maintained,  as  he  had  done  before,  that  the  bargain 
was  as  advantageous  2$y  und^r  all  the  circumftances,  when  he 
concluded  it,  tlie  publiclc  could  reafonably  cxpe^l.  He  faidi 
it  was  di£Ecu!t  for  any  man,  when  it  was  left  to  himfelf,  as  it 
had  been  to  him,  to  conclude  between  the  contractor  and 
the  publick,  to  conduct  himfelf  fo  as  not  to  incur  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  fome  perfons.  He  had  confcientioufly  difchnrged 
his  duty  as  well  as  he  was  able,  when  he  was  entrufted  with 
the  imporunt  charge  of  that  arbitration^  He  felt  the  con- 
folation  that  his  confcience  approved  of  what  he  had  done, 
and  he  muft  rely  again  on  the  juftice  and  the  candour  of  the 
houfe.  That  it  was  a  bargain  made  in  fecret  between  himfelf 
and  Mr.  Boyd  he  begged  leave  to  deny ;  the  tranra(5lion  was 
witnefied  by  the  governor  and  deputy  governor  of  the  Banl^, 
He  dented  alfo  that  there  was  any  corruption  whatever  in  any 
part  of  the  tranfadlion,  »  The  right  honx)urable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  faid,  he  did  not  fufped  him  of  perfonal  cor- 
ruption* That  declaration  he  was  not  difpofed  to  thanic  hiai 
for,  (ince,  if  he  knew  of  any  thing  to  that  efFe<9,  it  was  his 
duty  (and  which  he  had  no  doubt  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  was  fufficiently  inclined  to  execute)  to  bring  forward 
fuch  a  charge  in  a  regular  manner  as  a  member  of  parliament. 
The  reafon  why  be  did  not  thank  him  was,  there  feemed  to  be 
in  his  fpeech  fomething  like  an  infinuation  that  the  houfe  would 
be  diflionourcd  by  agreeing  to  the  terms  of  the  prefent  loan. 
To  charge  him  with  that  fpecies  of  corruption  to  influence,  by  "" 
the  means  of  the  loan,  any  of  the  members  of  that  houfe,  was 
as  black  and  foul  an  imputation  as  a  direct  charge  of  corrup- 
tion upon  the  bargain  itfelf,  and  he  difdained  both.  With  re- 
gard to  the  terms  of  the  prefent  loan,  he  compared  them  with 
thofe  of  other  loans,  and  differed  entirely  from  the  calculations 
of  Mr.  Fox  upon  rhat  fubjeit.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer concluded  with  obferving,  that  if  the  houfe  thought 
he  deferved  cenfure  for  his  condudl  in  the  prefent  loan,  they 
would  do  well  to  fayffoatonce.  In  forming  a  judgment  upon 
that'fubje6i  however,  he  trufted  they  would  be  guided  by  a 
confideration  of  all  the  circumftances  at  the  time  the  bargain 
was  made,  ^nd  not  make  up  their  opinion  from  any  thing  that 
bad  been  offered  fince. 

Mr.  ff^.  Smith  faid  that  when  the  minifter  found  he  was 
precluded  from  having  the  advantage  of  an  open  competition 
in  bidding  for  the  loan,  he  fbould  have  come  to  Parliament 
for  a  vote  of  credit,  and  afj^erwards  waited  for  the  time  in 
which  he  would  have  been  fairly  entitled  to  have  that  compe- 
VoL«lLi795.  Pp  tition 
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tition  before  he  iregociated  for  the  loan.  It  was  notconfiftcnt 
with  the  rules  of  thehoufe,  nor  would  it  perhaps  be  lil^er.I  and 
fair,  to  ftate  private  converfation  upon  the  fubjeil,  clfe  he 
fhould  like  to  h.ive  the  whole  of  the  queftion  upon  the  prefent 
loan  decided  upon  the  opinion  of  the  miniftei's  own  monicd 
friends  In  the  city  of  London. 

Mr.  D^nt  faid,  that  it  woald  be  unfair  to  think  for  a  mo- 
ment of  adopting  the  anaendment,  as  the  negociat;ion  had  been 
concluded^and  the  cpntradors  h»!  run  the  ri(k  of  the  tranf- 
adion.  Surely  it  would  be  urireafonabte,  when  the  events  had 
taken  a  turn  in  their  favour,  to  recall  the  bargain.  He  afked, 
whether  thote  gentlemen  who  had  prefied  in  their  claims  "at 
prefent  would  have  made  good  the  deficit,  if  the  funds  had 
taken  a  different  turn  ? 

Sir  Francis  Baring  faid,  no  perfon  accufed  Lord  North  of 
perfonal  corruption,  and  yet  no  perfon  doubted  that  the 
American  war  was  profecuted  under  a  fyftem  of  corruption. 
With  regard  to  the  prefent  loan,  he  obfcrved  that  the  flocks 
advanced  laft  Monday  morning,  and  it  was  moft  likely  that 
they  would  advance  again  the  next  day,  in  confequcnce  of  his 
Majcfty's  meflage,  which  he  fufpeded  might  be  conftrued 
pr^udicially  to  adminiftration. 

Mr.  Henniker  Major  obfervcd,  that  perfons  were  liable  to 
be  called  to  account  for  ^ny  ferious  imputation  on  the  ad- 
miniftrations  of  former  periods  \  and  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Parliament  in  the  fifter  kingdom  that  had  actually  happened. 
If  the  houfe  itfelf  accufed  its  members  of  corruption,  what 
mud  be  the  opinion  of  the  people.  He  could  not  believe  that 
fuch  things  ever  had  happened,  and  he  ^pke  particularly  from 
his  own  knowledge  that  they  never  had, 

Mr.  Lujhington  faU,  the  propofttion  for  the  houle  to  con-* 
fider  and  determine,  was,  whether  it  would  refufe  to  fan£)ion 
the  loan  which  the  minifter  had  contracted  afcev  the  bargain 
was  concluded  ?  7'his  he  conceived  ought  not  to  be  done, 
and  therefore  he  trufted  thit  the  houfe  would  agree  to  the 
refolutions  of  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Grey  obf<^rved,  that  if  anoAcr  offer  had  been  made  for 
the  loan  after  the  conclufion  of  the  bargain,  the  queftton^ 
whether  the  houfe  {hould  refufe  its  afleiit,  might  have  flood 
upon  the  grounds  ftated  by  the  honourabb  gentleman ;  it 
refled  however  upon  the  allegations  of  thv  competitors,  that 
the  bargain  was  concluded  under  circumftances  fo  objedlion* 
able,  and  after  a  previous  offer  of  better  terms  had  been  made» 
as  to  auihorife  enquiry.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
£iimielf  admitted,  that,  till  the  tim^  when  Mr,  Morgan  came 

into- 
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iflto  compet!tion»  he  propofed  to  have  a  competition ;  and 
therefore  it  was  neceflary  to  aflc  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, whether  he  expedUd  Mr.  Morgan  would  accept  a  qual!«- 
fied  jcoinpetition,  or  whether  it  was  h'kely  the  other 'Con- 
tra£tor  would  thereby  be  induced  to  offer  larger  conditions? 
He  wiflied  for  a  clear  and  explicit  anfwer.  It  appeared  that, 
by  the  management  of  the  bullnefs,  Mr.  Morgan  was  denied 
competition.^  or  he  would  hiwe  made  an  ofler  of  2  per  cent. 
more  in  favour  of  the  publick ;  if  that  were  a  true  ftatemcnt 
of  the  cafe,  the  queftiooi  then  would  be,  whether  the  houfe 
ought  to  fan£iion  fuch  a  bargain  ? 

He  adverted  to  the  mode  of  anfwer  to  his  honourable  friend 
upon  fuch  a  negociation  opening  a  road  to  corruption.  He 
perceived  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  indignant 
at  th^  idea.  No  perfon  was  more  re^dy  than  himfelf  to  acquit 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  of  the  charge  of  perfonal  cor- 
ruption; it  wa$  neverthelefs  the  duty  of  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  if  they  apprehended  there  was  room  for  it,  to  ftate  it. 
That  loans  had  been  inftruments  of  perfonal  corruption  in 
Lord  North's  time,  was  a  conftant  topic  of  declamation. 
He  had  heard  of  various  epithets  which  had  been  given  to 
various  Parliaments,  fuch  as  Parliamentum  do^um  and  Parlia^ 
mentum  itidoSiuniy  the  pref^nc  was^  he  thought  to  be  called 
Parl'tamentum  incorrupturrty  becaufe  it  deferved  peculiar  con- 
fidence, fince  it  had  refufed  all  enquiry  into  fufpicious  loans, 
ox  whatever  elfe  might  be  fuppofed  an  objedl  of  fufpicion. 

The  Chancellor  of  she  Exchequer  ftated  explicitly,  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  have  left  the  loan  perfedly  open  when  he  made 
his  communication  to  the  governor  of  the  Bank;  but,  in 
confequence  of  the  reprcfentation  of  the  contt-aftors  for  the 
preceding  loan,  he  was  obliged,  in  fome  degre^  to  abandon 
that  plan. 

The  motion  for  Mr.  Hujfey^s  amendment  was  then  put,  and 
negatived  without  a  divifton^  after  which  the  original  refolu- 
tion  paiTed. 

Upon  the  refolutioh  relative  to  a  lottery  for  the  cnfuing 
year, 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  the  lottery  was  to  be  applied  to.pay 
the  intereft  of  the  Navy  debt  of  five  mill.ons  j  this  he  con- 
ceived to  be  a  violation  of  the  principle  which  was  now  uni- 
verfally  adopted  in  France,  viz.  to  apply  annual  taxes  only  to 
anmial  expenccs :  but,  by  this  plan,  tiie  lottery,  wr.ich  was 
an  annual  t.x,  would  be  applied  to  pay  the  intereft  of  a  per- 
oaiifint  debt.     So  that,  if  at  any  timib  the  Parliament  (bould 

Ppa  be 
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be  inclined  to  difcontinue  the  lottery,  there  would  exift  no 
fund  for  the  payment  of  the  debt. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  vindicated  himfelf,  by  flat- 
ing,  that  the  plan  was  given  merely  as  an  eftimatc,  and  fug- 
gefting  to  Parliament  that  a  provifion  was  to  be  made  both 
for  the  capital  and  intereft  of  this  debt,  but  without  prefcribing 
the  means.  The  appropriation  of  the  lottery  to  this  pn-pofe, 
was  no  more  th  tn  the  appropriation  of  the  land  and  rralt  tax, 
in  1786,  in  a  fimilar  way,  which  was  alfoanannu.l  pro- 
vifion for  a  permanent  tax.  It  was  at  the  option  of  Parlia- 
ment to  continue  this  from  year  to  year,  to  diminifu  the 
eftablifhment,  or  take  a  neceflary  fum  from  the  confolidated 
fund. 

This  and  the  other  refolutions  were  then  put,  and  carried 
without  any  further  obfervations,  except  trvat  on  the  rcfolution 
for  impof^ng  an  additional  duty  on  printed  good^  cottons,  &c. 
General  Smith  obferved,  thit  printej  paper  hangings  and 
borders  were  included ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he  wilhed  that 
all  cottons  under  two  (hillings  per  yard  fhould  be  exempted 
with  a  view  to  benefit  the  lower  claffes. 

Mr,  Rofe  informed  him  that  fuch  had  been  the  wifii  of 
minifters;  but,  from  an  experiment  in  1785,  when  a  fimiUr 
exception  had  been  made,  it  was  found  that  the  duties  were 
thereby  fo  much  evaded  as  to  render  a  repeal  of  that  exception 
abfolutely  ncctfic^ry. 

Mr.  Alderman  Jnderfon^  in  confcquencc  of  a  notice  he  had 
given  in  tlic  cotrrfe  of  the  laft  and  prcfent  fjfljon,  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  l:Jill  for  the  proteflion  of  merchants,  bankers, 
and  traders,  from  the  depredations  of  their  clerks,  apprentices^ 
and'fervants. — Ordered. 

General  Smith  moved,  1  hat  certain  papers,  relative  to  certain 
General  Officers  in  India,  be  laid  before  the  houfe.— -Ordered. 
Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  December  q^ 

.  PETITIONS. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  the  nobility,  gjentlemcn 
clergy,  and  freeholders  ot  the  county  of  Lincoln,  in  favour 
of  the  Bills. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  called  their  Lordfliips  attemion  to 
one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  proceedings,  refpe^ing  the 

form$ 
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forms  of  the  houfe,  which  he  believed  had  ever  been  adopted 
in  that  or  any  other  Houfe  of  Parliament.  Their  LordmipS 
had  a  few  days  ago  rejefled  the  petition  juft  prefented  for  in- 
formality, becaufe  the  fticrifFhad  figned  it  in  behalf  of  hi mfelf 
and  others ;  and  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that,  inftead 
of  being  fent  back  ro  be  re-tigned  by  the  flieriff,  it  bad  beeA 
returncil  to  that  houfe  without  the  (heriff  having  fincc  fecn  it  j 
by  the  dextrous  application  of  a  pair  of  fciflars,  the  words^ 
**  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others,"  had  been  taken  away  ; 
and  the  flierifPs  name  exadly,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  the  fame 
as  before  in  point  of  fignaturc,  remained  where  it  was,  only 
thus  deprived  of  the  company  which  he  had  before  added  to  it. 
To  that  had  been  added  fix  names,  confifling,  he  had  no  doubt^ 
of  one  of  each  of  the  defcription  of  perfons  mentioned  in  the 
ftyle  and  title  of  the  petition,  who  had  figned  it  in  town ;  and 
that  was  introduced  to  their  lordfhips  as  the  petition  of  the 
nobiJit}-,  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Lincoln.  Had  a  fimilar  tranfadh'on  taken  place  TefpcSting  a 
bill  of  exchange,  it  would  have  be^  deemed  little  lefs  than  a 
forgery.  His  lordfliip  faid,  he  thought  he  was  therefore  not 
only  ftriflly  juftifiable  in  oppofing  this  petition  from  lying  oa 
the  tabic,  but  in  moving  alfo  for  a  committee  to  inquire  mfo 
the  tranfaflion  of  that  petition,  which  he  contended  was  againft 
all  the  forms  of  the  houfe. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  declared,  he  entertained  a  very  different 
opinion  on  the  fubjefl^  as  the  petition  was  then  figned  by  the 
flierifF  only  ia  his  own  behalf  and  for  himfelf,  and  by  fix 
others,  who,  amongfl  them,  contained  the  feveral  defcriptions 
of  perfons  mentioned  as  thofe  from  whom  the  petition  came, 
it  was  certainly  admifHble  to  lie  On  the  table. 

7^^  Earl  of  Lauderdale  in  reply  faid,  he  was  fomewhat 
furprifed  at  feeing  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  leave  the  wool- 
fack  to  defend  a  proceeding  that  was  irregular  and  diforderly. 
He  conceived  wt)at  had  fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  was  a  mifapplicacion  of  the  &61:  He  had  no  objedion 
to  the  petition  being  received  as  that  of  the  (herifF,  but  not 
as  the  petition  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the 
cownty  of  Lincoln,  which  it  profcflSd  itfelf  to  be.  If  their 
Lordinips  permitted  fuch  a  fallacy  to  pafs,  and  countenanced 
it  by  fuffcring  the  petition  to  lie  on  the  table,  they  would  open 
a  door  to  diforderly  and  irregular  proceedings,  that  might  be 
the  caufe  of  much  futur*  abufe  and  inconvenience. 

Lord  Grenville  declared,  he  did  not  fee  the  force  of  the  ob- 
je6^ion.  There  could  be  no  objection  to  its  lying  on  the 
table^  as  it  was  undoubtedly  the  petition  of  thofe  who  figned 
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St,  and  as  fuch,  if  it  contained  no  objectionable  matter,  was 
iCntitled  tq  be  received.  The  petition  purported  to  be  from 
the  n(^bility,  clergy,  gentry,  freeholders,  tradefmen,  and  yeo- 
manry of  that  county,  and  was  regularly  flgned  ;  and  when 
be  reflefled  upon  the  great  refpeiaiibility  of  the  county,  and 
the  perfons  from  whom  it  came,  he  cuuld  not  but  recommend 
it  as  highly  deferving  of  their  lordihip-i'  notice,  and  meriting 
fome  weigilt  in  the  bufinefs  rhey  were  about  to  take  into 
<!onfideration.  His  lordfhip  faid,  he  was  glad  to  find  the  dif* 
pofition  the  noble  earl  had  (hewn  lor  order,  fince  it  gave  him 
zoom  to  hope  that  the  noble  earl  would  adopt  his  own  doc- 
trine in  future,  and  that  the  Houfe  would  have  the  benefit  of 
that  order  and  regularity  of  which  he  had  that  day  profeiled 
kimfelf  the  advocate. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  faid,  he  could  not  fufFer  the  imprcHion 
to  be  left,  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  bemg  diforderly.  It  did^ 
indeed,  fo  happen,  that  he  was  feldom  fo  great  a  favourite 
with  the  majority  of  that  Houfe,  but  there  were  noble  lords 
re^dy  enough  to  call  htm  to  order  whenever  he  was  in  the 
leaft  iriegiilar :  it  was,  however,  well  known,  that  he  had 
been  conilantly  labouring  for  three  years  to  prevent  the  noble 
Secretary  of  btate  from  infringing  upon  the  orders  of  that 
Houfe,  which  was  bis  invariable  pradice,  as  ofien  as  it  fuitcd 
his  convenience. 

Lord  a^'dney  declared,  he  could  not  patiently  hear  fuch  a 
charge  m;ide  againft  his  noMe  friend,  by  a  noble  earl  who  had 
J)ccn  repeatedly  called  to  order  himfclf  within  the  period  he  had 
iiated.  With  regard  to  the  petition,  it  had  been,  he  infiiled, 
obje(S)eid  to  without  any  grounds  whatever.  It  was  true, 
khat  it  had  been  informal  when  firft  prefented ;  would  any 
/loble  lord  (ay,  that,  if  a  fignature  was  improperly  made,  a  per- 
son was  no:  to  be  allowed  to  corre6t  it  ?  1  his  had  been  done, 
with  :he  addition  of  fome  refpeiSiible  names  ;  and  whether  it 
was  by  cutting  out  the  informal  words,  or  in  any  other  mao- 
Der,  he  faw  no  difference,  provided  it  was  the  petition  of 
ihofe  who  figned  it. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  thought  the  laft  noble  fpeakcr  had 
hrought  it  .to  the  right  point,  namely,  whether  the  alteration 
had  been  really  maJe  by  ^  gentleman  who  had  originally 
figned,  or  by  fome  other..  .For  bis  part  (hut  he  wt^uld  not 
i>rcfume  to  fpeak  fo  con  fide  r.tly  as  that  noble  lord)  he  did 
not  think  the  h'gh  (hcriff  of  Lincoln  had  been  in  London 
fince  the  petition  had  been  firft  oflfered  to  be  prefented. 

The  Earlof  Moira  faid,  he  thought.ihe  petijijn  fufficiently 
crderiy  to  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the'  table  \   though  he  by  no 

means 
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m»  ans  confidcrcd  it  as  agreein::  with  the  title  given  it,  of 
defer  ving  thr,-  weight  which  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  wi(h- 
ed  t;)  attach  to  ir.  It  i>tirported  to  be  the  unanimous  peti- 
tion Of  the  nobility,  c!erL!;y,  gentry,  &c.  of  the  county  of 
Lifjcoln  ;  wiiere;is,  on  looking  into  it,  he  found  there  were  no 
more  I  ha  «  feven  names:  one  of  them  was  that  of  a  noble 
lor:^ ;  another,  i.c  believed,  was  of  the  clergy  ;  and  the  rcfl: 
might  fill  up  the  other  defcriptions  ;  but  he  did  not  fee  ho«p 
ihey  were  to  he  t;>ken  as  engrofling  the  clafll*s  which  the  title 
described.  He  did  not  doubt  hut  tlvcy  were  all  refpe^labie 
pert'ons,  the  petition,  neverthelefs,  muit  be  conlidered  as  the 
petition  of  thofe  i'even  perfons  only. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  petition  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.  < 

The  E.rl of  Derby  prcfented  a  petition  from  the  merchants^ 
trader-,  aijd  other  inhabitants  of  the  tov/n  of  Liverpool^ 
which  he  moved  might  be  read ;  after  which,  ho  faid,  before 
he  moved  that  it  ihould  lie  on  the  table,  he  wished  to  be  in- 
dulged with  their  lordiliips  attention  while  he  gave  a  (hort 
hiftory  ot  that  petition,  and  alfo  the  hiftory  of  another  peti* 
tion,  which  he  unJerftood  was  then  o\\  the  table,  and  whicli 
bad  been  prcfented  by  a  noble,  lord  in  bis  Majefty's  couiw 
cils  (Lord  Hawkelbnry)  ^  tew  days  ago,  as  a  counter  peci* 
tion  to  that  which  had  juft  been  read.  His  lordOiip  (iaid^ 
that  the  petition  which  he  had  prcfented,  contained  as  great 
a  ntimber  of  refped^able  names,  both  in  point  of  property  and 
charadler,  as  were  to  be  found  either  in  Livcrpix)!  or  any 
other  town  in  the  kingdom ;  that,  in  point  of  numbers,  lit 
contained  feveral  thoufands  -,  that  it  had  been  drawn  up  by 
perfons  of  the  moft  eftauliihed  reputation,  and  left  at  a  cer*- 
tain  phce  for  fignatures ;  that,  in  confequence  of  this,  a  hand 
bill,  as  falfe  as  it  was  fcandalous,  had  been  publ idled,  charg- 
ing thofe  who  favoured  this  petition  with  unfair  and  un- 
conflitutional  practices,  on  which  feveral  of  the  gentlemen, 
who  were  friends  to  this  petition,  and  whofe  names  ftood  a& 
high  as  any  in  the  town,  figned  a  requifition  to  th«  deputy . 
mayor  (for  it  feemed  the  mayor  hfmfcif  was  in  town  about 
the  other  petition)  to  call  a  public  meetings  for  the  purpofeof 
having  the  matter  fairly  and  ppenly  difcuTled,  in  order  to  af- 
certain  the  unequivocal  fenfe  of  the  people  ;  that  requidtion 
was,  however,  refuted  by  the  deputy ;  and  the  reafon  he 
affigned  for  it  was,  that  'he  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
mayor,  who  was  in  London,  by  the  preceding  night's  pod, 
informing  him,  that  no  fuch  meeting,  if  required,  muft  be  al* 
foivcd  to  be  called.      The  people^  therefore,  who  were  \n 
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hvour  of  that  petition,  and  againft  the  two  Bills,  were  com* 
pelled  to  purfue  the  only  mode  left ;  and  it  continued  at  the 
iame  plac?  for  the  fignature  of  thofe  who  were  inclined  to 
fignit.  The  ftory  of  the  coantcr-petition  was  briefly  this  : 
it  had  been  fet  on  foot  by  the  corporation,  and  other  gentle- 
men of  the  town  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  there  were  a  great 
number  of  moft  refpedable  names  to  it;  at' the  fame,  time, 
he  knew,  from  undoubted  authority,  that  every  fpecies  of  2r-> 
tifice,  delufton,  and  influence,  had  been  ufed  to  induce  the 
people  to  (ign  it.  It  had  been  carried  about  from  houfe  to 
houfe  ;  aitd  every  means  taken,  both  by  threats  and  promlfes^ 
to  induce  all  defcriptibns  of  perfons  belonging  to  the  cuflom- 
houfe  and  excife,  ias  well  a§  all  thofe  in  the  remQteft  degree 
connefled  with  the  corporation,  to  put  their  names  to  it.  He 
was  forry  to  take  up  fo  much  of  th:  time  of  the  Houfe  in 
fpeaking  about  the  opinions  of  other  perfons  on  the  fubjed 
of  thefe  Bills,  as  he  knew  he  flioulJ  have  occafton  to  trefpafs 
on  it  that  evening  in  delivering  what  were  his  own  upon 
them :  he  would,  therefore,  not  detain  them  longer  at  pre^nt, 
than  by  moving  that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the  table — Ordered, 
.  Lord  Hawkejbury  faict,  that  as  the  petition  which  he  had 
prefented  a  few  davs  fmce  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
lord  who  fpoke  la(t,  he  could  not  avoid  faying,  that,  on  his 
return  to  town  from  the  country,  he  found  a  letter  from  the 
inayor  of  Liverpool,  on  his  table,  in  which  h«  requeued  leave 
to  wait  upon  him  \  that  he  prepared  to  receive  him  as  foou 
as  poflible  -y  and  when  the  mayor  came,  he  delivered  him  the 
petition,  afluring  him  that  a  great  majority  of  the  town  was 
in  favour  of  the  Bills,  and  that  the  petition  was  figned  by  8000 
perfons,  who  from  the  connexion  he  held  with  the  county  pal a«- 
tine,  bad  chofen  him  to  prefent  it.  As  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  petition  being  carried  from  houfe  to  houfe,  it  did  not,  in  his 
•contideration,  impeach  the  authority  or  the  confequence  of  the 
itgnaturesin  any  way  whatfoever ;  nor  did  he  think  that,  becaufe 
thequellion  was  difcufled  before  2  00,000  perfons,  many  of  whom 
could  not  hear  a  Angle  argument  adduced,  that  their  appro- 
bation gave  more  weight  to  a  petition,  than  when  it  proceeded 
from  a  meeting  more  felc<S  and  lefs  numerous. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  denied  that  the  petition  prefented  by 
the  noble  lord  exprefled  the  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants,  as 
the  petition  prefented  that  day  againft  the  Bills  was  figned  by 
•  4000  refpeftaWe  perfons. 

'The  Duke  of  Bedford  prefented  petitions  from  Plymouth 
-Dock|  and  Sionchoule,  from  Frome,  Durham,   and  New- 
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caftlt-^upon-Tyn^  I   atl  ag^uiift  die  Bills*    Ordcrai  to  lie  on  ' 
the  table.  '  » 

.  Thf  Duke  •fltwfolk  prefeated  a  petition  from  Noctinghain 
agftf nft  the  Bills.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble« 

The  Duki  •/  PirtUmi  prefaced  a  petition  from  LeedB,  in 
fkvour  of  the  Bills«     Ordeied  to  iie  on  the*  table.     His  gme# 
then  prefciHed  a  petition  to  the  fiune  purport,  from  the  cor*  ' 
poration  oC  Edinburgh.  -     -* 

The  Eurl  ^  LoMdiridle  Cii^  that  he  oomM  Ml  give  his 
confent  to  the  petition  from  Edinburah^  lyiog  on-  the  tabley 
till  he  had  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  ftibjed^  aild  iie)Mred  * 
their  lordihips  what  an  amazing  degree  of  inluenos^  hitbef«o  • 
unheard-of,  had  been  ufed  to  obtain  it*    He  had  a  petition  of ' 
adirt£l  contcary  tendency^  to  prefent  to  tiieir  brdlhips  on  a 
future  dmr^  which  had  been  adopted  in  the  moll  open  an<f 
uiidi(guifed  manner^  by  calling  a  puMic  meeting*  fubmitting  the 
future  of  the  two  Bills  to  their  conitderation«  and  then  leav-  ' 
ing  it  at «  ceitttn  place  or  .placed  for  the  fignatures  of 'thofe  ' 
who  chole  to  pot  their  names  to  it  \  and  he  prided  himfetf 
highly  in  tlse  itfleAion  d)at  the  fpirit  and  good  fenie  of  his 
coumrpmen  was  fuch  that,  notwithftanding  the  extraordinary 
and  unexampled  influence  he  had  adverted  to,,  upwards  of 
eight  thoufand  .had  come  boldly  forward  and  figned  it.    That  • 
influence^  he  obferved,  had  been  exerted  agaii^t  men  of  the  * 
hightrft  and  m<^  honourable  ftations,  and  had  extended  itfelf 
through  everv  rank  and  degree,  even  down  to  the  chimney •» 
fweeper.    The  meeting,  to  confider  ofthe  petitbn  Which  be 
had  to  prefent  aninft  the  Bills,  had  been  called,  he  faid^  at  * 
the  pvticularinftanceiDf  a  gentleman  (among  others)  who  was 
the  brother  of  an  eloquent,  a  learned,  and  a  fpleadid  himinary 
in  the  pnrfelSon  of  the  law  in  this  country.    [Here  a  cry 
from  the  minifterial  bench,  of  bear^  beer/]     HislonMhip 
faid,  he  did  not  wdl  know  what  the  meaning  of  that  Jkear^ 
b0ar^  could  be :  be  had  faid  nothiM  but  what  all  the  world, 
who  knew  the  ^ftinguiflied  chara&r  he  was  fpeakinff  of, 
W>oId  join  with  him  iiu  [Anpcher  cry  of  iner,  bear  /  j    Was 
this  vopferation  intended,  he  aflced,  by  way  of  denial  of  what 
he  had  £iid  ?    Was  it  aimed,  by  this  cry  or  bear^  bakr^  to  de-» 
ny  the  pre-eminent  abilities  of  the  gendeman  he  bed  alluded 
to  (Mr» 'Erikine)  ?  Was  it  meaitt  to  call  ioKHitatioo  upon 
the  fouodneft  of  his  underftandingi  the  goodneis  of  his  hearty 
Of  the  brilliancy  of  his  head  i   If  it  was,  k$  was  .bold  to  fay« 
that  if  the  opinions  of  the  people  were  to  be  taken  by  poU 
trough  the  country,  he  was  fure  the  gr^  majoritf,  nSv^  4^ 
fllioft  all,  would  agree  with  him  in  the  juft.and  iMU«daKrv«i 
Voull.  1795.  Qji  ^ithott 


•pidiett  he  ht^hppHed  lo  hiai»  The  blocher  of  tUt  gentle*  * 
man,  who  poflel&d  abilities  equallv  Ihintng,  and  whofe  fair- 
Umtf  .«s  an  advocate  at  the.  Sckstcn  bar,  ftood  equally  for- 
ward, zsd  ranked  kiae  lugh  a  line  aa  thofb  of  his  relation  didr 
borft  b^  Iong»facU  tbe  hightfft  aad  moft  honottraUe  ftation 
ati  the,  Scotch  bar^wUcb  wis  the  dean  ef  tbe  ficaltjr  of  ad- 
Toeatat.  Thia  (^atioii  hp  bad  filled  for  fifteen  years  laft  paft, 
with  the  higheft  honour  and  reputation  t»  >himft)f,'and  the 
iraiverU  QtmtiS&omof  ths  bciihy  ^  having,  boaieveF, (hewn 
bMufitf  aAine  in  promoiiBg  the  meeting  fpr  the*  petition  ' 
a^uiift  thiofe  91Is>  •withm  a  very  few  daysj  a  lequMition  waa 
diawn  up,iiMl  fignedby  a  fet  of  men,  every  one  of  whom 
i^e  in  tiieGOtafideiice  of,  or  b^ld  places  under^  the  govern* 
meat*  addrefed  to  tbe  fmity^  defiring  thefti  lO'  remove  or 
difmifa  Jidr.  Henry  Erikine  fmn-  that  nigh  and  honourabie 
fiation  i  and  every  meana  wert  at  thia  moment  eaitni^  with 
the  Utility  of  advocates,  which  inftience  and  po#er  could  de* 
iPife,  to  enforce  this  fiameful^-aA  of  injoftice  and  tyranny, 
for  daring  t6  cx|rels  his  opinion  agamft  w^t  be  deemed 
Bills  «f  iippreffioiu  When  we  fee  infiuence  openly,*  and 
without  ceremony,  did  he^  extorted  agamft  Atob  a  charae- 
tes^  tbeir^lordibips,  and  the  world  at  b^ge,  would  eaftiy  draw 
the  rnferencc^hoMv  eflMrdoally  it  would  be  ufedagaiiiflali  tbofe 
of  inferior  dafles  i  and  he  had  beard  from  anSMrity^  whieh 
he  could  not  doubt,  that  it  had  been  extendtd  in*  ever^  pof* 
fible  fhape  down  to  tbe  very  loweft  orders  of  the  peofdtw 
Having  ftaard  this,  the  Earl  apoligiaed  for  having  fo  feng 
detainol  the  Hbufe,  faid  he  would  referve  what  further  he ' 
might  bttirc  ta  %  on  the  fubjeft,  til)  he  fhould  preient  the 
pet'ition  to  ivbioh  be  had  alluded. 

The  petition  prefented  by  the  D«ka  of  Portland  was  order*^ 

,  c4  to  lie  oo  the  table* 

,  The. Earl  $/  Jhfamm  defended  the  prefent  petition,. «a 
epoking  foam .  tba  rooA  tefpeSable  inh^imits  of  that  city.. 
He  admitied  that  a  eountec^drion  bad  beei  figned,  but  fuid 
^he  had  h4ard  vilith  gteac  concern^  ^^^  ^^a  honourable  relation 
of  hia  had  .taken  le  leading  a  part  in  ic  if  the  petition  to  be 
prefee^  be^re^c  by  the  noble  Eart^  really  OMitained  fo  many 
filgnatucel.  al  fat  bad  nmntiDiiad,  he  was  mecb  furprised  that 
the  noble  Earl  Aould  have  kept  ic  bade  Hia  lordfliip  fpoke 
in  tereiai.of  paoegyrick   of  tbe  gentlemen  of  the    hculVf 

^  of  advocatea,  defcrikipg  them  as  a  moft  m()i€^ble  body^ 
and  dedaiM^tbat  he  waa  convinced  they  were  a^iualted  by 
no  motives  Ml  thofe  of  propriety,  and 'that  fenft  of  what* 
was  due  to.  thtaifclvea,^  which,  necel&iily  ought  to  go\*ern  the 
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eonduA  «f  evtrj  defcription  of  men  eiltiiied-  to  the  gooi 
opinion  of  clie  puhlick. 

The  Eifri  •/  Laudirdak  faid,  it  was  oeoeCary  to  anfwtr 
"Ae  itifimiatioA  by  a  hBt :  he  had  kept  thb  peticion  back 
merely  becaule  he  meant  to  enter  ai  length  rc(p^fiing  it  when 
be  brought  ic  forward^  and  was  not  indiihed  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  boure  that  nigbr,  wheik  they  bad  fitch  an  inn^ 
poitain  hufmc^  coming  before  them. 

The  pedsion  was  ordered  to  lie  00  the  table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  MAJESTY. 
Lord  GrenvlUe  brought  up  a  Meffage  fr6m  hts  M^efty^  oi 
which  the  following  is  a  cc^y : 

G.R. 

«  Hit  M^e^y  thinks  proper  ^tb  ac^tttSnt  ttie  Il6ufe  1^  Lerdt,  Aat  t  con* 
fiderible  ditifioa  0I  (lupty  Kaviag  on  board  Ibrtign  'troept  in  cKc  fenrice  o^  GcoR 
Entain,  having  been  difpnled  and  damaged,  while  on  (heir  paflage  froin  the  ritcM  • 
S!be  and  Welb,  to  Spitheai,  the  pfice  of  rettdcrvotis  appointed  for  the  convof 
ander  vriiich  it  wat  intended  tKey  ihould  be  ftftt  on  didmtit  f  orel^  fendcey  his 
Majeily  bat  found  it  unavoidalily  neceflary  to  order  the  faSd  troopt  to  be  diiem* 
foxkeo,  and  Co  be  Rationed  in  barracka  near  Soothaapton,  and  in  tha  Ifle  of 
Wisbti  and  at  the  fame  time  ha«  gr?en  dire^iocs  th at  they  fhall  be  rc-embarloedy 
and  fent  t/^  the  place  of  their  dcftination,  m  foon  as  the  tranfportt  aecefluy  for 
their  acconoroodation  and  conveyance  (hall,  be  in  reaJincfa  to  receive  them,  tha 
•ecefiary  ardert  for  that  purpofe  having  by  hb  Majefty*t  command,  been  already 
fiToa^  .        .  C.  K/* 

The  MeOage  being  read  by  the  Clerk. 

L^rdGrenvUh  moved,  ^  that  it  be  taken  intoconflderation 
Oft  a  Aiture  day,"  and  at  the  iliggeftion  of  Lord  Lauderdale, 
*^  that  the  houfe  be  fiimmoned." 

His  loedflup  then  prefemed  another  Meflage  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  relative  to  a  dtfpofition  to  liften-  to  terms  of  negocia. 
tton  with  France,  fimiUr  to  that  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Uora- 
mons  the  preceding  day. 

BILL  to  PREVENT  SEDITIOUS  MEETINGS. 

The  Order  of  ^  the  Day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  this  Bill 
having  been  read. 

Lord  Gnnville  rofc;,  and  reminded  t|)e  houft,  that  he  had, 
oa  a  former  day,  introduced  a  Bill  for  the  better  fecurityof 
his  Majeftys  perfon  and .  govern\nent,  which,  liad  met  with 
their  lordifitps  approbation*  .On  that  ocpafic^  in  candour 
and  fairnefs,  he  had  thoii|ht  it  incumbent  on  ^hijn^^.ftatiib 
that  it  was  pne  of  toe.meautfes  which  ius^.M^^'j^x*''^*^? 
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xxieat  inleiided  to  bring  forward  to  guard  the  coftftitution, 
fend  proted  the  liberties  of  the  country  i  but  it  would  be  im* 
perFe^  iF  not  followed  up  with  another  Bill,  which  was  more 
inimediately  calculated  to  meet  the  eviU  they  were  intended 
€0  remedy.  That  other  meafure  was  the  preiVnt  Bill,  which 
bad  been  received  from  the  other  houlie,  and  was  then  brought 
forward  for  their  lordfliips  difcuffion,  namely,  for  the  purpofii 
of  fuppreffipg  fedidous  meetings.  The  prelent  Bi  1  was 
therefore  to  provide  for  what  the  other  Bill  did  not  contain  ^ 
viz.  to  fecure  the  lives,  the  property,  and  the  h^ppinels  o^  the 
people  of  England,  for  which  important  objed  i/  would  be 
found,  that  exifting  laws  did  not  fufficientiy  provide.  The 
neceffity  of  applying  fonie  efieftua!  reflrainc  to  the  cxifting 
evils  mufl  be  obvious  to  their  lord(hips  y  he  would  therefore 
xefrain  from  impreffing  the  truth  of  that.fentiment  again  and 
again  on  their  fecrlings.  He  confidere^^  the  prefent  Bill  at 
part  of  a  fyftem  to  fupprets  a  great  and  alarming  evil,  an  evil 
^that  not  only  threatened  the  property  of  the  fubjed|  but 
rnenacecl  the  yery  exiileiice  of  the  conftttution ;  ap  evil  of 
which  no  man  was  ignorant,  becaiffe  on  tb«t  head  their  lord* 
fliips  had  held  repeated  debates  ;  its  publicity  was  notorious  j 
and  its  efFed,  if  not  re((r»ined,  muft  involve  the  couotrv  in 
diftraddonj  by  the  fubverlion  of  the  cbnftitutioh.  Tlie  fyftem 
to  overthrow  all  order  had  gradually  been  proceeding  for 
three  years,  and  during  that  time  it  had  incellantly  required 
the  moft  ferious  and  the  moft  folemn  delibejation  of  their 
lordihips.  Therefore,  it  was  a  fubjed  on  which  he  did  not 
mean  to  enter  much  at  large.  It'  was  unneceflary  for  their 
fordfhips  to  defcant  on  what  was  heard  and  feen.  l^be  faft 
was  notorious,  and  needed  no  comment.  Their  lordfliipe,  on  a 
former  occafion,  had  declared  by  their  vote,  the  exiftence  of 
a  conrpiracy  ;  the  parties  were  brought  to  trial.  Since  tbac 
period  had  they  abandoned  their  errors  ?  On  the  contrary^ 
no  fooDcr  were  the  temporary^  checks  rem<jved,  than  the 
former  bufmefs  was  refumed,  and  new  defigns  put  in  motion. 
A4eetings  had  repeatedly  been  beldj  the  fame  abominable 
principles  were  inculcated  and  diflfuied.  Was  any  thing 
farther  neceflary  to  expofe  their  mifchievous  tendency,  than 
to  fay,  that  Majefly  itfelf  had  been  the  objeSt  of  their  invec- 
tive and  abufe  r  Inflammatory  writings  were  conflai^tly 
ifluing  from  the  prefi,  and  cir dilated  with  increafing  adivity. 
Incredible  pains  had  been  tak^h  to  poilon  the  minds  of  the 
jpeopic,  and  to  alienate  them  from  the  conftitution,  in  the 
cleftru^on  of  which  alone,  every  Q)eciesof  wretcheduifs  was 
<onfiuxua«i|fcc  "An  eflfeft  of  tbde  dodrincr  and  attempts  had 
L.:u  :  J  lately 
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lately  been  exhibited  in  the  attack  made  uprin  the  fovereigni^ 
which  had  excited  unirerfal  horror  and  indignation;  and 
whi  b,  in  the  opinion  of  the  country,  was  alcribed  to  diefil 
focieties.  The  neceiEty  of  remedying  thefe  evitt  was  alreadjf 
recognized.  What  had  already  bom  done,  was  only  affixing 
m  feverer  degree  of  puniibment  to  particular  offences  j  it  waf 
next  neceflary  to  employ  le^iflative  meafurts  of  prevention^ 
and  to  ftrilce  at  the  root  or  the  evil.  Thefe  felfere£led  fo- 
cieties had  fpread  themlVlvcB  and  their  poifoo  throughout  the 
country;  they  had  fucceeded  in  availing  themielvcs  of  tfa€ 
privileges  of  our  free  conftitutioh  to  deftroy  its  extftence; 
Could  their  lordihips  forget  that,  through  the  machinations  of 
fimilar  focieties  in  France,  the  fovereignty  was  reduced,  th^ 
king  taicen  captive,  he  was  hurried  to  prifon,  and  from  th«t 
prifon  be  was  led  to  the  fcafFold  ?  After  all  the(e  enormities, 
the  conduA  of  the  French  became  the  fubjed  of  approbation 
to  the  focieties  in  this  country.  And  ^drefleS|  in  which  the 
hopes  exprefled  of  a  fpeedy  revolution  in  this  country,  aa« 
financed  their  wiflies  and  their  defigns.  He  would  not  detain 
the  houfe  by  ftating  the  prefr nt  views  of  thefe  focieties  ;  he 
would  only  refer  to  dieir  laft  declaration,  in  which  they  pro* 
fcfled  an  adherence  to  their  former  defigns.  The  houfe  were 
therefore  called  upon  to  apply  the  remedy  which  this  fituatioA 
reouired. 

It  bad  Keen  fatid  on  a  former  occaflon,  that  the  laws  guanfed 
apinft  thefe  principles ;  their  lordfhips  were  however  con- 
vinced that  was  not  the  cafe  ;  he  therefore  found  himfelf  juf* 
tified  in  faying,  that  new  and  adequate  remedies  rpuft  be  ufed 
to  deftroy  an  evil  of  fuch  magnitude.  With  fuch  an  evil  it 
was»  perhaps,  impbffible  effediuallv  to  contend,  without  ap* 
pearihg  to  encroach  upon  the  privileges  of  the  people.  Even 
were  this  true  in  a  confiderable  degree,  it  was  worthy  of  the 
wtfdom  of  the  legiflacure,  worthy  of  the  generofity  of  a  great 
nation,  to  facrifice  a  part  of  the  conftitution,  to  preferve  the 
bleffings  of  the  whole.  Before  entering  farther  into  the  dU^ 
cuifion,  he  would  wifli  to  ftate  what  the  Bill  really  dtd«  If 
Ibis  had  been  done  at  firft,  he  believed  none  of  that  clamour 
and  oppoiition  to  the  Bills,  which  had  been  excited  by  mtC- 
repreientation  without  doors,  would  have  been  heard  of  He 
doHared  he  had  ever  aflerted,  and  valued  the  right  of  publick 
difeuilion.  He  had  thought  it  wile  to  have  recourfe  to  it 
before  he  was  member  of  that  houfe  ;  he  had  even  exercifed 
it  on  the  prefent  occaflon.  He  did  not  condemn  thofe  who 
oppofed,  for  rendering  them  the  fubjecl  of  publick  difcuffion, 
t>ut  hereprol|ated  the  means  by  which  the  oppgAouan  to  them 

had 
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IkmI  been  excUe^*  Qn  tbe  occafioo  when  be  had  joined  in  4 
public,  meeting  on  the  fybiefl  of  thefe  Bills,  he  maintained, 
fbatthie^  did  not  prcvept  the  exerciie  of  free  difcuffion,  hom-w 
f  ver  mifr^prcfented  by  the  enemies  of  the  Billf .  The  objeft 
Igarnff  which  tbey  guarded^  was  not  the  freediicuiliom  in  meet* 
ings  called  to  debate  on  public  grievances  i  thefe  could  ftill  b^ 
called  in  counties  by  the  legal  magiftrates,  and  in  towns  by 
the  conftituted  autMrities  as  at  prefent,  Tlus,  be  mentionedu 
was  the  fao,  Jni  defpite  of  the  cloud  of  calumny  circulate^ 
Kgain^  the  Bills.  At  thefe  meetings  the  obje&  were  knowA» 
and  die  freeholders  were  of  that  defcriptioa  as  required  no 
gdbaint  on  their .  proceedings  ^  but  the  prefent  focieties 
Sgainft  whom  the  Bill  was  aimed,  had  only  in  view  the  fub«  ^ 
yerfion  of  the  confticution*  Thofe  meetings  were  unknown 
to  the  conftitution,  which  had  of  late  taken  place  in  the  me* 
tropoiis  and  its  environ^.  Their  obje^is,  and  their  principles 
were  foch  as  required  reftrainr  i  and  thefe  reftraints  could  be 
provided  for  without  in  the  leaft  infringing  the  rights  of  tbofii 
who  met  for  the  difcuffion  of  a  public  grievance.  No  man 
-could  fay,  that  meetings  of  this  defcripcion  ought  not  be  le^ 
ftrainedy  who  valued  his  liberty,  or  loyed  the  conftitutiom 
The  prefent  BiU  alone  aflEeded  this  clafi  of  men  ;  and  all  mectw 
{ogs  would  efcape,  u-hlch  were  fandioned  by  the  provilions 
made  in  the  z£i.  The  provifions  did  not  renrain  thofe  who 
g^e  public  notice  to  the  magiftrate,  where  more  than  £fty 
meant  to  afiemble  \  aod  what  rational  man  would  deny,  whene 
peoj^e  alTembled  for  the  purpofe  of  fubvertiog  the  confticutioQ, 
and  not  to  petition  ^ainft  a  grievance,  that  in  Cuch  cafe  fuch 
meeting  was  dangerous  and  improper.  The  magiftrates^  by 
the  B'mj  their  lordfhips  would  perceive,  were  empowered  to 
arreft  any  perfon  offending  againft  the  law,  >  and,  in  oafe  of 
xcfiftanice,^  to  diflblve  the  aflfembly:  this,  therefore,  when 
people  were  not  a£hiated  by  bad  motives,  could  not  be  cotkr 
fidered  an  h^rdftip.  There  were  evidently  a  number  of  defr 
jrrate  individuals  affiliated,  who  were  the  juft  obje&  oif 
alarm,  for  the  purpoiie  of  alienating. the  people  from  the  re* 
fpc£E  du^  to  the  laws^  to  the  government  and  to  theii:  happy 
conllitution. 

Another  part  o^  the  Bill,  went  to  another  fpecies  of  fi> 
dition,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  no  lefs  to  be  dreaded 
for  itsniifchievous  tendency  than  the  other  i  that  was  to  the 
regulation  of  political  debates  and  le£lures«  The  talents  of 
t&e  lediurer  or  orator  were  devoted  to  propagate  (edition^  and 
,to  calumniate  government:  who^  tberefore,  would  fay  tha| 
fiick  were  pot  juft  obje<^  of  leibaitit  I    Was  i(  then  a  bard* 


fbip  riuit  fuch  places  of  pubKc  refbrtlhoiild  be  obliged  to  talce 
^t  a  Kcence,  when  even  putrticans  were  *fuHed  to  m  fiittilar' 
xtftraht,  to  prevent  the  ^ncouragemetiC  bt  licentious  and 
wicked  aflembf ies  i  The  (hge  alfo  was  fubjed  to  f«|tiUlioa« 
If  menr  exercifed  their  talents  for  the  laddable  purpote  of  {m- 
{frudKng  the  people  in  z,  due  regard  to  the  conftitutiooi  im 
fach  cafe  the  ma^iftrate  was  not  juftificd  to  interpofe  Us 
,  authority.  Indeed,  it  wouM  be  fevere,  where  in  indirtdual 
derived  a  profit  from  the  laudalile^xercife  of  hrS  abifitieSt 
16  refufe  him  the  advantage  refuiting  from  the  fait  exertion  of 
his  talents.  The  magiftrate  was  to  judge  of  the  Durpofe  alii 
oibjedt,  and  would  only  interfere  Where  the  do^moes  taughc* 
were  dangerous  and  improper. 

Such  was  chfc  whole  eSoA  this  Bill  was  to  faa^^  whkh  hil 
been  magnified,  by  mifi^eprefentationi  into  a  meaTore  calciilatedl 
t6  lap  the  foundation  of  Britiih  libert|r.  Was  it  poffiUe^ 
codidernig;  the  preflure  of  (he  times  called  for  new  meafure% 
that  Government  could  hate  adopted  more  tenient  ones?  lit 
ail  periods  of  our  hiftory,  inftances  were  to  be  found  of  the 
cirils  arifingfit)m  tumultuous  aflemblies ;  nay,  the  confequence 
of  one  in  the  vicinity  of  this  metropolis  in  1780,  mult  be  in 
their  Lordbips'  recollefHon'; '  and  that  muft  fhew,  from  the 
fltqueticy  with  whfith  they  were  now1leId»  thtjibfolutenecef^ 
fity  for  their  fuppreffion. 

He  would  not  then«  he  faid,  enter  into  a  fcrupulous  invef* 
tmtion  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  various  petitions. 
m  would  affiire  the  noble  Earl,  that  nothing  was  furrier 
from  hit  mind  than  to  deny  the  merit  or  depreciate  the  taknta 
cf  a  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Erfkine)  to  whom  he  had  ad- 
verted in  an  early  part  of  the  evening ;  this  much,  however^ 
be  would  fay,  that  whatever  bis  talents  might  be,  the  refpeA-' 
able  body  whom  he  reprefented  did  not  SifFer  them  to  have 
any  weight  in  theit  conhderatton,  when  they  faw  hrm  di&a* 
prove  of  thofe-  meaftires  which  they  conccfived  neceflTaryrar' 
the  Drote<%on,  nay,  the  very  falvation,  of  the  propertf  and 
€t>nitittttion  of  the  country.     With  ref^ft  to  the  reftraint  on 
public  ledorest  for  the  purp6(e  of  difciliBng  fedittont  that' 
could  not  be  called  an  hardlhip;    particularly  when  dramatic 

Srefentations  were  under  the  controul  of  a  lieenfer }  ^md  a 
mint  exifted  with  refped  to  ever^  place  of  public  amcrft'* 
ment  and  public  retort.  The  laws,  he  maiAlainedi  were  odtf, 
j^  they  ttooi  at  prefent»  fufficient  for  the  magnitude  of  the 
evH  that  fexifted ;  and  the  more  he  examined  the  BiI1$,,liiQJ 
snore  he  thoughi*their  LordOiips  were  CaBed  upon  tOi»aft  thcA 
into  a  law*  _^ 

1U 


71^/  Barl^  Derif  (aM,  that  had  ^e  cenfidered  the  Bill  in. 
dial  harmlcTs  point  of  view  in  which  the  noble  Secretary  ha^ 
rcprefenced  it,  he  would  not  have,  obtriided  bimlclfupoh  tlMl 
lAcience  of  their  lordihips;  oar  even  would  he  have  come 
forward,  had  he  not  confldered  the  mealiire  as  fubverfive  of 
every  thing  valuable  and  fundamental  in  the  conftitutton^  and 
in  our  liberty.  In  ftich  a  fitualion  he  could  not  be  fatis^ed 
with  a  filent  vote,  but  felt  bimfelf  bound  to  oppofe^  in  the 
moft  public  and  folemn  manner^  a  Bill  of  fuch  unexampled 
magnitude,  and  fuch  eventful  confequence.  He  had  beea« 
educated  in  what  were  called  whig  principles  \  and,  from  the 
inatureft  confidcration  of  tbefe,  ever  fihce  he  had  arrived  at 

E'  ars  of  difcretion,' he  found  himfelf  at  that  aionient  2ea« 
illydifpofed  to  vindicatfe,  in.  his  riper  years,  what  be  had 
imbibed  in  the  more  early  periods  of  his  hfe.  Thefe  princi^ 
ptes  led  hicn  at  that  time,  as  they  had  always  done,  to  look  upi 
th  the  revolution  of  i688»  aa  an  event  which  fixed  and  efbu 
Uifliffd  the  principles  of  liberty  incur  conftitution^-and  placed 
the  foundation  fiS  the  throne  upon  the  rights  of  the  people. 
At  that  period,  the  privilege  of  petitioning  was  demanded  and 
received  as  a  right  eilential  lo  the  people  %  and  any  attempt  to 
take  it  away,  ortodiminifli  its  value,  Eqgliflimen  ought  to 
withftand,  as  tlie  dcareft  principle  on  which  their  freedom 
Was  founded. 

Would  the  noble  Loid  ftate  popular  meetingt,  firom  which 
the  public  opinion  was  to  be'  gathered,  as  unknown  to  the 
cpnftitution?  He  would  not  be  to  folicitous  to  prove  the  aiw 
tiquity  as  the  advantage  of  the  praStce.  The  American  war^ 
the  moft  impolitic  and  di&ftrous  in  which  this  nation  bad  been 
ever  engaged,  ei^ept  that  in  the  cooduA  of  which  the  noble 
Eord  was  concerned,  had  been  (hortened  and  concluded  by  the 
netitions  and  remonftrances  of  fuch  meetings  as  the  noble 
Lord  afFeded  to  hold  fo  novel  and  unprecedented.  Was  not 
a  RufBan  war  alfo  lately  prevented  by  the  (ame  means?  A  re^ 
fource  which,  after  the  baffing  of  the  Bill,  the  people  would 
never  be  allowed  toemplov*  out  vvhat  arguments  were  given 
lor  a  meafure  fo  fortpidabfe  ?  The  noble  Lord  talked  of  the 
ncccffity  of  the  Bill,  and  that  it  did  not  entrench  upon  the 
rights  of  the  people.  Upon  thefe  points  let  the  arguments 
teft ;  he  had  no  <A>jieSion  to  join  ifliie  with  him  upon  both. 
As  to  the  necei&ty^  where  was  the  proof  of,  it?  He  hoped  hei 
ibouM  not  appear  uncivil  in  faying,  that  the  noble  Lord'a 
high-toned  declamation  upon  the  evils  of  the  French  revolu« 
tion,  with  which  the  Houfe  had  been  fo  often  entertained^ 
ixxi  hit  ftatement  of  the  ineiEcscy  of  the  fufpcnfion  of  tho 
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Habeas  Corpus  A&j  were  not  at  all '  fatisfaAory.  He  wa$. 
not  willing  to  difpute  tne  noble  Lord's  aflertions,  which -elfe- 
where  he  was  ready  to  rcfpcSi  but,  upon  a  matter  of  fuch  im« 
fjlbrtance  asthisy  he  was  not  afhamcd  to.  call  for  the  prooft 
which  the  fuW«a  admitted.  What  had  the  Houfe  to  do  with 
.notoriety?  The*  notoriety  of  fadls  in  common  life  mighty 
perhaps  be  fafcly  trufted;  but  was  it  decent,  was  it  prudent,  • 
tQ  aS  upon  k  in  a^alrs  of  fuch  infuiite  concernment  and  im- 
portance? 

It  was  (aid  that  tfye  focieties  held  iq  this  metropolis  adhered 
to  their  original  principles.     He  was  not  acquainted  with  any 
body  belonging  to  thcfe  meetings;  and  he  even  difapproved, 
highly  of  many  publications  in  circidation  $  but  he  judged  them  • 
froth  theiir  .own  declarations.     They  complained  bitterly,  that 
their  intentions  were  fo  much  mifreprefented,  and  their  mean<* 
ing  fo  much  mifanderftood.     It  \yas  maintained  that  they  did 
i\ot  mean  what. they  faid}  that,  when  they  mentioned  reform, 
they  meant  revolution  $  when  they  fpoke  of  equal  laws,  they 
WQre  accufed  of  wifliing  to  effeiS  equality  of  ranks  and  of  • 
property.     They,  defired  to  be  judged .  by  a  comparifon  of 
tbcir  a<^ions  with  their  words,  and  challenged  their  enemies 
to  point  out  an  inconfiftency.     But  were  ali  the  charges  im* 
puted  to  thefe  focieties  proved,  his  opinion  of  the  Bill  would' 
not  be  changed.     He  could  not  think  of  puniOiing  the  inno* 
cence  of  the  many  for  the  guilt  of  t.:e  few,  nor  give  up  the 
rights  of  the  people  becaufe  the  general  principle  was  abufed; 
Where  was  the  proof  that  the  laws  wete  inadequate?   He 
fSfapproyed  of  fedition  ;  but  were  the  laws  for  the  prevention 
<jr  It  infuficient?  Was  fedition  unknown  to  the  hiftory  of 
this  cpuntryf .  Was  it  a  new  crime  j  Was  there  not  fediti  a 
and  difcontent  in  the  days  of  Kins  William  and  Qrieen  Anne  i. 
Was  not  the  principle  of  their  Gavernment  arraigned,  and 
dbeir  perfons  endangered  ?  Were  there  not  afterwards  power«^ 
ful  faaions,  and  open  tKfbelliona ;  but  did  they  ever,  in  the 
moment  of  real  danger,  think  of  fuch  meafures  as  this  J  Did. 
t)iey  ever  attempt  lo  impofe  a  reftraint  upon  public  difput 
fi«n  ?  They  placed  the  Government  on  a  firmer  bafis,  upon, 
the  love,  not  upon  the  fear,  of  the  fubje&s.     They  fought 
not  to  introduce  any  new  law;  but  were  contented  with  the 
prudent  and  a£live  exercife  of  the  power  placed  in  their  hands^ 
to  chisck  the  evil  and  remove  the  danger.    They  refpeded  th^ 
conftitution,  and  preferved  public  privileges  unimpaired.    If 
ahe  laws  then  were  fuiScient,  was  not  the  condudf  of  mini- 
fiers  chargeable  with  the  utmoft  fupuieheft  of  guilt  in  not 
employing  them. 
ygi.. II.  1795.  ,  Rr  He 
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He  was  not,  the  Earl  faid,  apt  to  ftate  bold  accufations  ; 
but  when  he  faw  men  attack  one  part  of  the  conftitution,  he 
was  entitled  to  conclude  that  they  would  not  fpare  the  whole.  He 
was  entitled  to  conclude  that  they  allowed  fedition  to  increafe, 
that  thcv  might  find  pretence  for  new  laws,  by  which  the/ 
might  fnackle  the  liberties  of  their  country.    He  would  not 
jumble  the  two  Bills  together,  but  he  would  fay  that  their 
pVinciple  was  the  fame.     Still  were  there  no  laws  ?  Was  there 
not  imprifonment?  Were  there  not  fines,  examples  of  which 
might  be  mentioned,  little  to  the  praife  of  the  lenience  of 
the  praStce  of  the  law  ?    The  perfon  to  whom   the  Doble 
Lord  had  alluded  that  night  (Lord  George  Gordon)  had  pe- 
rillied  in  jail,  to  the  utter  difgrace  of  the  law  of  this  country. 
Was  not  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Mancheftcr,  afufficient 
proof  of  its  feveritv?  Would  it  then  be  faid  that  no  adequate 
punifhment  exifted  for  fedition?    No  magiftrate,  however, 
would  sL&j  no  jury  would  convi£L  upon  the  prefent  Bill. 
Loo|^  at  fevere  laws,  and  fay  whetner  they  conduced  to  the 
attainment  of  their  obje(^.     No  magiftrate  would  even  carry 
into  force  fome  part  of  the  Riot  Ad,  from  which  he  perceived 
a  great  deal  of  the  prefent  Bill  to  be  borrowed.     If,  how-  ' 
ever,  it  was  necefiary,  why  not  produce  the  proof  to  juftify 
the  meafure. 

In  the  Riot  A&y  there  was  one  claufe  in  it,  on  which  the 
magiftrates  had  never  dared  to  ad,  had  never  attempted  to 
bring  an  offender  to  conviction ;  and  he  defied  an  inftance  to 
ht  brought  of  any  convifiion  being  ever  had  upon  it:  that 
was  the  claufe  wliere  any  one  perfon  flxould  remain  fuch  a  time 
after  it  was  read.     It  was  the  nature  of  all  fuch  claufes  to  de-» 
feat  the  ends  for  which  they  were  made. 
''With  regard  to  the  principle  and  claufes  of  the  bill,  he  was  * 
fupported  by  great  authorities  when  he  gave  them  his  pointed 
difapprobation.     He  had  converfed  with  many  people  on  the 
fi}bjed,  and  the  opinion  he  heard  was  unfavourable  to  the  bills^ 
but  efpecidly  to  the  claufe  where  fuch  latitude  *of  power  was 
allowed  to  the  magiftrate.     He  ftated  the  odious  fituation  to 
which  the  juftlccs  were  reduced  by  it,  and  faid  there  were 
claufes  in  the  Ad,  under  which  no  magiftrate  of  honour  and 
refpedability  would  agree  to  ad.     He  himfelf  had  made  en- 
quiries on  this  head,  among  feveral  moft  refpedable  gentlemen 
in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace ;  a^d  he  declared,  upon  his 
honour,  that  everv  one  of  them  had  aflured  him  they  ihould 
dread  the  idea  of  oeing  obliged  to  ad  under  the  prefent  bills. 
He  begged  leave  to  read,  as  part  of  his  (peech,  an  extiad  of 
a  letter  from -a  perfon  of  the  higheft  charader  and  the  firft 
talents,  a  juftice  of  the  peace  of  acute  difcernment  and  un- 

^  '  impeached 
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Impeached  integrity,  a  man  of  no  political  party,  but  fteadily 
and  firmly  attached  to  his  King  and  country.  The  letter  was 
moft  forcibly  and  ably  written,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
eloquent  language,  deprecated  the  duty  that  the  bill,  if  it  pafled 
into  a  law  would  impofe  upon  magiftrates.  Other  magi- 
ftrates  might  be  of  a  different  opinion.  But  he  did  not  think 
that  the  petitions  that  had  been  prefented  in  their  favour  went 
fpecificallv  to  approve  of  the  prefent  bills.  The  general 
purport  or  the  letter  was,  **  that  he  highly  difapproved  of  the 
meetings  at  Chalk  Farm  and  Copenhagen  Houfe,  as  well  as 
the  fpeeches  of  Tbelwall  and  others  which  were  delivered  at 
them.  But  why  on  this  account  ftrilce  at  the  root  of  the 
liberties  of  Engliflimen  by  theib  bills  i  Why  not  commence 
vigorous '  ptt>fecutions  againft  them,  and  let  thofe  who  were 
guilty  fufler,  and  not  in  this  manner  punifli  the  innocence 
of  the  manv  becaufe  of  the  imputed  crimes  of '  the 
few?  At  all  events,  let  not  the  juftices  be  included,  in. 
the  bills ;  put  not  them  upon  fo  painful  a  taik  as  that  of  being 
the  abiter  of  the  law  ;  and  the  judging,  by  their  own  defcre^ 
tion,  of  the  cxa£t  point  of  language  in  which  fhall  commence 
crimiaatityof  intention.  Atleaft,  if  it  muftbefo,  let  thofe 
who  are  now  in  the  cemmiffion  be  turned  out,  and  others 
fubftitufed,  who  may  have  made  up  their  minds  to  the  politics 
of  the  prefent  day ;  for  it  (eemcd  to  him  that  the  bufinefs  and 
duty  of  a  magiftrate  would  now  be,  inftead  of  ftudying  Burn's 
Juftice,  and  Dornford's  Reports,  to  apply  themfelves  aflidu* 
oufly  to  the  efFuitons  of  Edmund  Burke,  and  the  rzvings  of 
Thomas  Paine;  and  the  conimiffions  fhouldonJy  be- made  to 
continue  during  the  exigence  of  that  adminiftration  by 
which  they  were  appointed.''  '  Thefe  were  fome  of  the  lead* 
ing  features  of  one  of  Ithe  beft  andmoft  energetic  ietters  he 
ever  read ;  with  which  his  lordfhtp  faid,  he  entirely  coincided 
in  every  tittle,  and  which  he  aiTured  their  lordftips  he  would 
not  have  read  to  them,  if  this  gentleman,  whom  he  was  proud 
and  happv  to  call  his  friend,  had  not  exprefled  it  far  better  than 
lie  could  have  done  himfelf. 

When  the  bill  had  been  firfl  introduced  by  a  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  in  another 
place,  in  a  fpeech  of  great  fire  and  fury,  the  clov^  foot  had 
too  foon  appeared,  and  he  had  been  fince  forced  to<a^it  of 
various  qualifications.  He  wondered  that  a  perfbn 'of  tha( 
right  honourable  gemUman's  ingenuity  and  penetration  did 
not  refle£l  upon  die  change  which  bsd  taken  place  In  the 
•pinions  of  the  public  fince  the  time  when  he  ruled  in  the 
height  of  bis  omnipotence.    That  right  honourable  gentle- 
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■un  Ibrgoc  the  change  produced  bjr  a  war,  be  would  not  (ay 
brought  on^  for  he  did  not  wifli  to  cavil  with  the  noble  lord 
oppoiite  to  htoi)  (Lord  Grenville,)  but  a  war  continued  by  the 
^ride  and  arrogance,  and  condu^d  by  the  folly  and  incapa- 
city of  minifters ;  and  that  the  peo[^e  of  this  cotfntry  were 
almoft  ftarving  by  the  bungling  fyftem  they  had  purfued.    It 
was  then  found  that  it  was  neceflaryy  by  fome  conceffion,  to 
reftore  the  people  to  good  huiDour^  already  revolting  at  the 
boidoeft  of  his  defigns  ;  that  it  would  he  wifer  to  foften  down 
what  was  dtfa^eable,  and,  by  cajoling  and  artifice,  to  induce 
Ihem  to  fobmic  to  lo  attack  upon  their  liberties*    He  (aid  he 
bad  never  known  men  capaple  of  refumine  that  part  of  their 
Ireedkmi  which  thcj  had  allowed  to  be  abridged.    The  chapge 
i.i  die  duration  or  the  bill  to  him  was  no  great  fubjed  qf 
coafolation.    ^The  people,  who  would  fubmit  to  be  deprived 
€f  their  rights  for  three  years,  might  be  eafily  reconciled  to 
the  utter  oeprivation.    He  tlut  would  be  a  flave  even  for  an 
hour,  had  loft  the  proud  diftindion  and  ardent  princifJe  of 
freedom.    When  chains  wert  chce  impofed^  might  not  the 
minifter  come  widi  fome  aiFeAed  pretences  and  anfut  colour- 
ing, to  pralong  the  period  of  fervitude  till  the  principle  be- 
came familiar  to  the  mind  ?  Were  not  all  attacks  upon  liberty 
gradual  and  guarded  i  Thofe  who  would  not  fubpnit  at  this 
time  to  give  up  all  their  rights  might  be  cajoled  at  fome 
fbture  period  to  a  furrender  <»  the  remainder.    The  Riot .  A^ 
acconiiog  to  Bbickftone,  had  firft  been  introduced  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  VL  had  been  revived  with  limitations  under  the 
ferocious  and  bloody  reign  of.  Marv,  frota  which  time  it  had 
4ept  till  the  reign  or  George  U.  when  it  was  adopted  for  th^ 
lecurity  of  tbeTamily  on  the  thrdhe»  aftc  reciting  many  ad* 
^tiMS»  and  cheating  new  crinties*     Upon  the  Riot  ASt  his 
lortUhips  faid»  he  would  ftate  the  opinion  of  Mr*  Pulteney^  as 
reported  in  Chandler's  Debates.    The  words  there  ftated  to 
have  been  ufed  by  Mr.  Piilteney»  were  ^  That  he  repented  of 
iMiving  given  his  voice  for  the  paffing  of  that  law ;  but  his  zeal 
for  thatlamily)  to  which  no  one  Could  doubt  his  attachment^ 
lud  tfanfpcticd  him  bejond  the  bounds  of  propriety*    Was 
•paffive  obedience  be  nvould  aik,  to  be  eftabUflied  by  law  isa 
^t  government,  which  bad  been  founded  by  reuflance  i 
Engliflmien  could  no  longer  be  calkd  a  free  peofrie,  if  a  ftr-* 
jeanty  at  the  bead  of  i  number  of  hirelings,  was  entitled  ta 
tfTifturb  their  aflemblies,  and  expofe  ihem  to  military  execu-* 
tion***    Such  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pulten^,  which  lus 
•bad  ftaaed  to  (hew  Ae  diinger  of  precipitate  a^j  in  h&  Ke 
had  read  the  estraft  to  ftor  Chat  the  greaieft  mm  might  err^^ 

ai^fil 


and  b^afienMr^unbapiV  for  wbattbejhad  done ;  wAat  feviem 
feftedjgos  wou]4  it  not  produce^  fliould  a  period  arrive  when 
many  of  their  lorrffliip^  who.  ad  with  the  beft  intentioast 
would  repent  that  they  had  given  their  voice  for  the  prefent 
JMI9  and  Jameiit  too  late  that  tbey  had  lightly  fandioncd  a  mea- 
(ure  vihldk  overthrew  the  liberties  of  their  country.  He  faw 
dearly  that  the  Riot  A£l  was  the  model  on  which  they  had  frar 
med  the  preftnc  bill,  though  the  preamble  was  different  -,  and 
the  reafon  was,  that  if  the  preamble  of  this  bill  had  been  like 
that  of  the  Riot  A&  tbey  muft  have  prodi^ced  proof;  the  prer 
amble  of  the  Riot  Aflfaid,  ^  that  fuch  and  fuch  dangers  had 
been  found  toexift/r  which  (hewed  they  had. received  proofs 
of  it ;  but  in  the  preamble  to  this  Ihere  were  no  fuch  words  tf 
befound*  •    • 

In  the  confideration  of  fome  of  the  claufcs  of  this  bill,  thi^ 
queftioo  prefented  icfelf.  Was  there  no  danger  that  even  thf: 
(exceptions  of  public  meetings  might  become  nugatory  ?  Had 
we  no  inftances  of  magiftrates  refuflng  to  convoke  fuch  af* 
fembliesf  which,  if  they  rcfufcd  to  do,  the  people,  .in  the 
cxercife  of  the  right  of  difcufiing  public  topics,  and  petitioning 
againft  grievances,  might  be  fiibjedled  to  the  penalties  of  the 
bill.  Any  thing  might  be  confidtred  bv  a  foaiifh  ar  a  corrupl: 
magiftrate,  as. tending  to  **  create  difliJce  /'  and  even  the  in- 
temperate language  of  a  hired  fpy  might  furnifh  a  pretence  for 
^ifpcrfing  the  meeting. 

The  people  of  this  country,  had  a  Tight  to  free  difcuflion. 
It  was  a  principle  that  he  had  ever  recognized,  wjth.  regard  XP 
^:  all  perfons  aifti  every  fubjeft ;  and  God  forbid  the  <;ontrary 

1^  ^oald  every  be  eflabliihnl.    'He  conceived  that  the  power 

^  which  was  veiled  in  magiftrates,  of  feizing  and  carrying  to 

^'  ptmiibment  thofe  in  what  were  called  unlawful  aflemblies, 

^'^l  would  take  the  offence  ^thout  the  cognizance  of  a  jury,  and 

9  '■^^  expofe  the  culprit  to  arbitrary  punifliment.     He  truCed  he  had 

^\  laid  enough  to  fliew  the  bad  efFeds  of  fuch  a  power  in  the 

i  '^  various  cafes  in  which  it  might  be  exercifed.     On  the  whole, 

1-'  Ood  onlv  knew  what  would  be  the  event  of  the  prefent  mea- 

^  '  fares.    He  could  hardly  think  tt  it  lefs  evil  than  thofe  «q  be 

^*'  remedied  by  the  bill,  to  fee  the  people  of  this  country  fink 

i^  ^  -into  liftlefs  apathy.     The  eflence  of  the  government  was  then 

in^  gone  for  ever ;  the  principle  of  freedom  would  be  extiqguifhed, 

a^'  -Minifters  might  tafte  a  horrid  gratification  in  the  con tem« 

\ti^,  plationof  the  effefts  which  their  meafu res  might  produce: 

t%^  -they  might  triumph  in  their  fuccefs,  and  it  was  the  only 

kicb^  triumph  they  had  to  boalt;  be  would  not,  however,  envy 

f>'  '•  them.    The  Earl  faid  ho  had-  delivered  his  fencimcnts  freely 

bt  ^^  «a  a  fubjea  that  had  weighed  him  to  the  ground.     He  >--^ 

'  »^,  difc^ 
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Jtfehafged  his  duty  irnperFeAly  and  inadeqiiatdy,  he  would 
confers,  but  be  was  fure  he  had  difcharged  it  confcientiouflj* 
Whatever  was  the  confequence  he  would  fay—* 

VMlrix  cattfa  diis  placuit  fed  vi^a  Catoni. 

Miniders  alone  were  the  deities,  however,  to  whom  the 
.  viiftorv  would  be  acceptable.  That  Being  who  had  created 
man  for  freedom,  could  never  be  gratified  in  feeing  the  pur- 
pofes  of  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  countera£bd ;  nor  could 
be  fail  to  regard  thofe  with  complacence  who  had  honeflly 
engaged  in  the  caufe  oF  liberty  and  truth.  The  Earl  re* 
turned  his  thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  their  patience  and  indul- 
gence, and  then  fat  down,  declaring  that  hefhould  voteagainft 
the  bill  in  every  ftage  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Wejimoreland  faid,  he  was  willing  to  (hare  in 
all  the  opprobtum  which  had  been  caft  on  the  framers'of  thefe 
bills,  the  neceffity  of  which  he  fully  felt,  and  if  he  had  not 
otherwife  been  convinced  of  it,  the  oppofition  made  to  them 
would  have  proved  it  fufficiently  in  that  refpeA.  The  relation 
between  the  governors  and  governed  was  fuch,  that  what  the 
latter  gave  in  allegiance,  the  former  repaid  in  protedion  ;  and 
protedion  was  beft  infured  by  the  preventive  meafures  included 
in  the  prefent  bills.  There  were  ambitious  men,  holding 
nightly  meetings,  to  inculcate  invidious  diflindions  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  gratify 
their  own  rapacity.     . 

**  Ut  jug;ulent  homlaes  furgtint  de  no&e  latrones/' 

Againft  fuch  men  reffriclive  meafures  were  necefiary.  No 
King,  he  was  convinced,  ever  reigned  more  in  the  hearts  of 
his  fubjeds  than  his  prefent  Majef^y.  At  a  time  like  the  pre* 
lent,  however,  the  general  afFedion  of  his  fubieds  was  not 
fufiicient  to  guard  him  and  the  conftitution  againft  ambitious 
projcfls,  their  eflFeSs  and  their  confequences.  The  focietie 
his  lordihip  faid,  were  the  caufe  of  the  War,  by  the  en- 
couragement which  they  held  forth  to  the  enemy ;  and  their 
efforts  went  alfo  to  prolong  the  war  by  the  fame  means.  He 
knew  thatapprehenilons  were  flrongly  entertained  by  diofe  who 
did  not  underfland  the  bill.  Many  were  taught  to  clamour 
for  a  peace,  as  the  only  mode  of  lowering  the  price  of  pro<»- 
vifions.  l^he  high  price  of  corn  was  certainly  not  owing  to  the 
war,  at  leafl  not  in  a  principal  degree,  the  army  and  navy  con-» 
fumed  more  animal  food  than  bread,  bifket,  orflour,  and  if  they 
were  at  home,  the  men  muft  be  fed,  and  the  confumptioo  would 
be  at  leafl  the  fame,  perhaps  greater  than  while  they  were  a- 
broad,  theprobability  being  that  while  they  were  abroad,the^de- 
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rived  the  greateft  part  of  their  proviflons  from  the  countries 
immediately  neareft  to  their  occaflonal  ilttiation.  There  was 
undoubtedly  always  fome  wafte  attendant  on  warlike  opera« 
tions,  but  that  was  not  more  peculiar  to  this  war  than  any 
other.  In  France  all  the  rich  had  been  put  to  death ;  and  the 
example  was  dangerous  to  England,  where  it  would  be  bette  r 
to  fend  the  people  to  the  loom  and  the  anvil,  to  make  them 
^^idefatigable  in  the  works  of  honed  indu(lry,than  to  fuflFer  them 
to  wafte  their  time  and  money  by  attendance  on  feditious 
meetings. 

•  His  fordlhip  fpoke  at  large  on  the  Riot  Aft,  and  traced  the 
different  treafon  and  fedition  laws  from  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  Third  to  that  of  George  the  Second,  difptaying  much 
knowledge  of  the  parliamentary  hiftory  of  the  laws  in  fccing 
upon  thofe  fubjefts.  He  entered  into  a  difcuflion  on  the 
fcarcity  of  corn,  and  the  confequent  high  price  of  it,  de- 
claring that  an  aggravation  in  both  particulars  was  to  be  ex- 
pefted  about  the  end  of  fummer,  unlefs  large  fupplies  were 
obtained  from  abroad,  and  therefore  every  meafure  that  could ' 
be  devifed  to  reduce  the  confumption  was  devoutly  to  be  de- 
fired.  The  Earl  concluded  by  exprefling  his  wi(h  that  parlia-' 
ment  and  men  of  property  fliould  unite  to  defend  their  eftates 
and  liberties. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  fpoke  (hortly  againft  the  b.ll.  It 
went  in  his  opinion  to  forbid  all  popular  meetings,  unlefs  con- 
vened by  certain  magiftrates,  and confequently  to  cramp  and 
undermme,the  right  of  petitioning.  How  little  reliance  was 
to  be  placed  on  the  afTent  of  thofe  magiftrates  appeared,  he 
faid,  in  the  conduft  of  the  Sheriffs  of  York  and  ^orthum- 
berland.  The  remedy,  in  his  opinion,  was  worfe  than  the 
difeafe ;  and  thence  he  concluded  that  the  real  objeft  of  the 
bill  was  to  eftablifh  a  ftate  inquifition  in  the  country. 

Lord  Boringdon  faid,  that  whatever  party  in  the  otner  Houfe 
might  have  l^en'  the  caufc  of  the  length  of  time  which  the 
bill  had  remained  there,  he  equally  rejoiced  that  its  progrefs 
bad  been  marked  with  that  careful  and  becoming  anxiety^ 
which  its  importance  fo  juftly  demanded.  He  did  not  think 
the  delay  which  had  taken  place  either  ufelefs  or  vexa* 
tious  ;  and  he  no  lefs  approved  of  its  principle,  than  he  re« 
ioiced  in  its  effeft.  Had  the  bill  been  brought  up  for  their 
Jordihips  confideration  at  a  much  earlier  period  of  its  exiftence^ 
Jle  Ihould  have  felt  great  doubt  and  embarrafsment  in  addref* 
fing  the  houfe  upon  the  occafion.  Such  doubt  would  not  have 
proceeded  from  any  fluftuating  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
bill  ttfelf,  but  from  the  (he  had  almoft  faid)  national  clamour 

which 
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whtch  mifrcprcfcntarion  had  contrived  to  excite  againft  it. 
If  the  members  of  the  legiflature  were  pcrfuadcd  that  the  maia 
body  of  the   nation  was  decidedly  hoftilc  to  any  thing,  be, 
thought  fuch  a  confideration  ought  in  great  mcafure  to  influ-, 

cnce  them.  He  ftated  the  point  to  which  mifrepre&ntation ' 
bad  been  fuccefsful ;  and  fpeciiied  feveral  inilances  in  which 
the  groiTelt  falDioods  had  at  firft  been  thruft  upon  the  public 
mind.  The  alterations  which  had  taken  place  in  the  bill  itfelf^ 
the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place  at  a  late  meeting  at 
York,  and  the  innumerable  petitions  which  had  recently  beea 
prefented  in  favour  of  the  bills,  from  the  moft  refpe£bil>le , 
quarters,  all  tended  to  relieve  hi(n  completely  from  any  fuch 
embarrafTmenr,  as  that  which  he  had  juft  mentioned.  He 
believed  mifrcprefentation  to  be. entirely  defeated,  and  the 
natron  in  gcnecal  to  be  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  meafure. 
Much  ftrefe  had  been  laid  on  the  reality  of  the  danger  exifting 
in  the  country,  and  the  mifchievous  tendency  of  the  Ibcietics 
kad  been  a  good  deal  called  in  quefHon,  fince  tne  fodetiet  them* 
felves  had  taken  fome  pains  to  difown  much  of  the  Itbclloiu 
trafli  which  had  been  circulated  about  the  country  bf  citizen 
Lree  and  others.  He  faid  he  did  not  wi(h  to  criminate  any 
let  of  men  whatever,   by  extracts  from  the  Ipocches  of  indi«  . 

>  viduals,  by  any  unjuft  inferences,  or  by  any  vague  and  un- 
warranted afTercions.  With  the  permiffion  of  the  Houfe  he. 
would  read  to  them  not  an  extrad  from  an  individual  fpeech^ . 
or  from  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  but  three  or  four  diftin£l 
and  (blennn  rcfolutions  propofed  and  pafled  within  the  laft  fix 
weeks,  by  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  in  the  open 
airland  (as  they  aflerted]  with  the  acclamation  of  one  or 
2ob|000  perfons  ;  Thefe  rcfolutions  he  faid,  bore  thQ  official 
iignature  of  tWo  fecretaries,  and  were  circulated  with  great 
induflry  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  One  of  them^ 
which  he  read,  declared  the  only  hope  of  the  people  to  be  in 
themfelves,  and  one  of  the  others,  which  he  read,  notwith* 
ftanding  the  undoubted  and  unfortunate  certainty  of  the  con* 
'trary,  declared  the  late  harveft  to  have  been  very  abundant. 
He  afked,  whether  the  legiflature  would  not  be  guilty  of  a^moft 
cri:ninal  fupinenefs,  were  it  to  take  no  meafures  for  putting  a 
ftop  to  proceedings  of  fuch  a  nature.  He  aflccd,  whether 
there  ever  .was  fuch  a  thing  heard  of  in  the  world  as  any 
fociety  whatever,  afTembling  whenever  it  pleafed  I  or  20O,OOQ 
people,  and  telLng  them  that  all  government  was  ufurpation^ 
that  all  law  was  tvianny,  and  in  (hort  propoTmg  to  them  refolu- 
tions  fimilar  to  oiofe  which  he  had  juft  read  to  the  Monfe  ^ 
rcfolutions,  he  faid,  conuining  aiiertions  as  fallacious  ill  theory, 

at 
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ES  they  were  poiitively  falfe  in  hA,    He  lamented  thzX  the 
noble  lords-  who  bad  fpoken  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
had  fo-cautioufly  abftained  from  giving  any  opinion  0^  their 
own  on  the-  fubjed  of  thefe  focieties.     He  (hould  have  been 
much  gratified  at  hearing  the  fair  and  real  opinion  of  thofe  who 
oppofed  the  bill,which  he  faid  had  avowedly,  and  in  h£i  for  its 
objeifl  the  fuppieffion  of  thefe  different  focieties.    Thofe  who 
thought  the  bill  unnecellary,  miift)  by  the  faireft  inference  be 
fnppofed  to  think  that  the  focieties  were  not  dang<:rous  to  the 
liberties  and  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country.     He  cofi<«. 
tended  that  thofe  who    bad    paid    the   fmalleft    attention 
to  the    formation,   -to  the  principles,  and  to  the  eondufk 
of   thefe    bodies,     thofe   even   who    had   not     purpofely 
fliut  their  ears   againft  what    was    matter  of    At  greateft 
notoriety  to  this  whole   country,  all    fucb,  be  (ai^   rouft 
fed  and  know  that    they    combine   within  themfelves   ^^ 
much   art,    a&ivity,    conne^on,  and  unity  of   defign    as 
ever  threatened  the  exiftence  of  any  government  or  conftitu-* 
tion  whatever^     That  thefe  focieties  had  been  in  being  for 
two  or  three  years,  was  no  proof  of  weaknefs,  or  abfence  of 
danger  at  the  prefent  moment:    the  only  conclufion  which 
could  be  drawn  from  this  circumftance  was,  that  govern* 
ment  had  hitherto  ufed  very  great  forbearance,  and  that  it 
muft  be  with  great  reluiStance  that  ^hey  now  came  forward 
with  the  prefent  meafure.     He  trufted  that  the  Bill  would 
prove  ef&cacious ;  fbould  it,  however,  turn  out  otberwife,  as 
bethought  the  objed  the legiflature  had  in  viei^,  was  a  wife, 
a  juft,  and  a  necefiary  one ;   he  hoped  their  lordihips  would 
not  be  deterred  from  the  right  and  conftant  purfuit  of  it  i  he 
trufted  that  the  country  would  feel  confident  under  the  €x* 
crtions  of  its  parliament,  that  they  would  give  it  credit  for  seal 
and  iirmnefs,  ##  inteUigint  multo  nos  vigitan  airius  ad  faluum^ 
fuam  Uti  in  pirnicienf  retpublicm. 

Thf  Marquii  9/  Lanfimjun  ro(e>  and  began  with  dechring 
that,  generally  fpeaking,  he  dilapppoved  of  commenting  on 
•vents  in  other  countries,  of  which  it  was  not  very  likely  we 
eould  have  more  than  an  imperf^  account,  yet  if  ever  it  was 
juftifiable,  perhaps  the  prefent  was  the  criiis  when  circum- 
fiances  did  fomewhat  juitify  fuch  a  condudt     If  be  wec^  to 
put  himfelf  in   the  fituation  of  minifters,  and  aik  whether 
affiliated  focieties,  fuch  as  the  Jacobin  Club,  correfpondii^ 
•II  over  Ae  country,  w«re  not,  to  be  confidered  as  cagfe  of  af « 
prehtnfion,  he  would  »ifwer  himlUf  that  they  were,  and  were  to 
be  guarded  againft  as  higUy  dangerous.  It  would  be  neceiSQuy 
to  examine  tho  nature  of  m  calii  under  coofideratioiL  Wbat, 
VoK.  11.  1795.  S  f  ia 
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in  fft^  was  government  ?  It  was  a  thing  founded  com|JeteIy^ 
and  totally  on  public  opinion ;  it  could  not  be  eftabliflied 
without  it ;  and  it  fell  to  the  ground  as  loon  as  that,  its  indif- 
penfxble  fupporter,  had  withdrawn  its  aid.  The  rank  or  con-* 
dition  of  the  perfons  oppofmg  it  was  in  his  mind  of  little  im- 
portance ;  nay,  if  the  leader  of  any  faAion  were  the  raeaneft 
banker's  clerk  in  the  city,  if  he  had  addrefs  eAough  to  fway 
the  popular  willi  the  danger  was  equally  imminent,  and  the 
call  upon  prevention  equally  urgent.  And,  indeed,  when  he 
^contemplated  the  objed  which  was  prefented  by  a  central 
committee  of  this  fort  in  the  heart  of  a  great  country,  affiliated 
with  other  focieties  in  moft  of  the  principal  towns  of  the 
kingdom,  the  fubjed  could  not  but  demand  fome  attention 
from  mtnifters,  could  not  but  cxad  fame  meafure  of  precaution 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  conftitution.  When  this  declaration 
was  he%rd,  no  one,  he  believed,  would  venture  to  ftyle  him 
a  favourer  of  Jacc4>inifm.  Upon  the  fubje£l  of  the  petitions, 
the  Marquis  ftated,  that  meetings  in  general  were  of  two 
forts  :  The  firft,  of  the  innocent  and  well-meaning  clailes  of 
the  community,  who,  believing  that  they  were  aggrieved, 
made  their  remonftrances  with  warmth,  though  it  might  be 
with  miftaken  earneftnefs^  and  fuch  petitioiis  might  be  left 
fafely  to  evaporate  as  the  con vidion  that  time  w«uld  give,  would 
iufficiently  anfwer  them. 

The  other  fort  of  meeting  was  one  where  real  grievances 
did  adually  exid ;  and  whatever  might  be  done  with  refpedl 
to  the  laft,  all  remedies  (hort  of  removing  the  matter  com-^ 
plained  of  would  prove  inefieduaL  He  could  not,  his  Lord* 
ihip  faid,  but  recolle£l  a  cafe  wherein  he  had  once  occafion  to 
tab;  the  advice  of  a  phyfician,  on  account  of  a  violent  pain 
-in  his  fhoulder,  who,  upon  being  told  that  a  brother  of  the 
fiiculty  faid  he  could  cure  it  in  a  certain  way,  replied,  ^  and  fo 
can  I :  only  it  remains  to  be  afked,  if  the  local  feat  bf  the  dif- 
order  be  changed,  in  what  part  of  the  fyftem  will  it  next  br^Jc 
out  ?  It  may  di&ppear,  but  where  will  it  go  V*  Where  the  dif« 
cafe  was  radical,  the  application  of  any  fuch  corre&ives  only 
fliifted  the  feat  of  it ;  as,  by  the  ufe  or  goulard,  or  any  other 
cooling  medicine,  the  humour  might  be  driven  from  the  fur« 
'  face  of  the  frame.  In  the  prefent  xnftance.  however,  no  wife 
man  could  deny  that  a  grievance  did  exift  in  the  inadequate 
reprefentation  of  the  people :  another  queftion  arofe  upon  the 
fabje£l,  vis.  whether  this  was  a  proper  moment  to  agitate  it 
wim  a  view  to  its  redrefs  i  Undoubtedly  the  theory  of  the 
^  Britiih  Conftitution  was  a  noble  one ;  the  great  queftion  was,. 
whether^  in  the  prafiioe^.this  theory  had  not  b^n  fo  much 
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^departed  from  as  to  be  nearly  given  up  i  He  had  never  bcea 
a  party  man ;  and  therefore  was  to  be  underftood  in  all  he 
fhould  fay,  as  expreffing  merely  the  fentiments  of  an  indivi- 
dual.    He  had  two  objections  to  party :  one  was,  that  if  he 
attached  himfelf  to  any  fet  of  men,  it  would  neceflarily  follow, 
that,  at  time^,  he  mud  fubmit  his  opinion  to  theirs>  anc^  this 
he  difliked  ;  the  other  was,  that  he  thought  there  was  a  fome<- 
thi;ig  in  the  idea  of  voting  with  party  naturally  and  neceflarily 
corrupt* 

When  be  looked  at  the  compofition  of  the  legiflative 
powers,  he  (aw  them  divided,  generally  fpeaking^  into  two 
bodies  i  one  conftantly  voting  on  the  fide  of  the  minifter,  and 
the  other  as  uniformly  voting  with  the  party  termed  the  op« 
pofition.  From  hence  refulted  a  falie  inference,  that  the  z&,  of 
the  miniiler  was  the  wi&  of  the  fovereign,  and  that  he  who 
fliouidoppofe  any  meafure  of  the  former  was  in  perfonal  op- 
pofition  to  the  latter.  If  this  was  an  error  on  the  fide  of  the 
government,  there  was  an  error  perfediy  correfpondent  on  that 
of  the  people ;  they  not  unfrequcntly  attributed  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  defigns  of  men  what,  in  f^£t,  were  meafures  at- 
tributable only  to  the  ftate  of  affairs.  In  the  prefent  criterion, 
thertfore,  what  was  to  be  done  i  When  the  aiTertion  had  been 
made,  that  this  was  no  fit  moment  to  bring  forward  any  fuch 
queftioa  of  grievance  as  he  had  deferibed,  he  had  agreed  toit^ 
but  becaufe,  by  the  violence  of  perfons  cherifbing  French 
principles,  the  fecurity  of  the  conftitution  had  been  menaced, 
in  their  care  for  a  particular  part,  it  was  not  the  lefs  incumbent 
upon  their  Lordfhips  to  be  watchful  that  no  one  branch  in* 
vaded  the  J-igbts  and  privileges  of  the  other;  and  he  could 
not  but  fee  of  late  many  alarming  ilrides  of  prerogative 
manifefted  in  the  meafures  fubmitted  to  that  and  the  other 
Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Admitting,  as  he  did,  theijefore,  the  expediency  of  fome 
meafure,  the  queftion  naturally  prefented  itfelf  whether  there 
might  not  be  found  a  meafure  adapted  to  the  occafion,  and 
vet  fbort  of  what  was  propofed  ?  His  lordfhip  faid,  he  had  not 
neard  one  defender  of  the  prefent  Ad,  who  did  not  feel  him^* 
felf  obliged  toconfefs  that  it  was  an  invafion  oY  thofe  moft. 
invaluable  ground-works  of  Britifh  liberty,  Magna  Cbarts^^ 
and  the  Bill  of  Rights.  By  thofe  were  recogniz^  and.efta- 
bliihed  the  right  of  petition  and  the  right  of  difcuflion.  He 
confefied  that  many  of  the  petitions  and  papers  of  the  focie- 
ties  alluded  to  were  below  notice  $  and  obferved  bow  much 
had  been  made  of  the  afTertion  that  the  prefent  meafure  waa 
grounded  upon  precedents.  Some  of  thefe  precedents  were 
Sf2  fetched 
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fetched  from  the  reign  of  Elizabedi }   and  great  and  g]orioU& 
as  her  reign  confefledly  was,  yet,  in  the  cor.fideration  that 
fhe  inherited  the  arbitrary  fentiments  charaderifttc  of  her  fa- 
ther an^  all  the  Princes  of  the  Tudor  line,  that  was  a  fuffi*. 
cient  reafon  alone  why  precedents  (houid  not  be  drawn  from 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth.     If  minifters  were  fond  of  her  reigii, 
%vhy  not  copy  the  conduA  of  that  wife  Princefs  mutatis  mutan* 
dis^  and  not  obnoxioufly  ?  Mf-  Hume  fays  of  that  Sovereign^ 
that,'  by  adapting  all  her  meafures  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times^ 
fhe  fncceeded  in  raifing  the  country,  to  a  ftate  of  unequalled 
glory'  and  happinefs.     Why,  iHercfore,  do  they  not  copy  hcf 
ceconomy,  recolledUng  that  ihe  gave  up  her  jewek,  and  was 
content  to  alienate  even  a  part  of  the  Crown  Lands,  rather 
than  lay  oppreffive   and  additional  burthens  upon  the  peo* 
pte  ?  there  was  another  and  a  ftill  ftrOnger  inftance  in  her 
conduct  touching  the  Reformation.     We  (hould  look  at  the 
temper  fbe  difplayed  in  the  management  of  religious  preju- 
dices; and  apply  it  as  a  rule  for  our  condud  in  the  prefenC 
emergency  ^  fh^'  American  and  French  revolutions  evinced 
fhat  men  wouM  go  as  far  upon  the  impulfe  of  a  civil  as  a  re^ 
Mgious  enthufiafip.     Elizabethr  never  leaned  too  much  to  tha 
CathoKcs  nor  to  the  Proteftants,  but  gradually  acquiefced  in 
thofe  reforms  which  (he  found  the  people  wi&ed  for,   and 
whrch  (he  had  wildom  fufficient  to  fee  were  calculated  to  pre^ 
fcrve  the  peace  of  the  country^  and  to  (Irengihcn  ber  govern- 
ment by  making  it  more  popular.     It  was  by  taking  this  ju- 
dicious medium,  that    ihe  preferved  for  qs   that  moderate 
church,  which  it  was  our  t>ride  to  poflTefe  $    whicli  he  trufted 
would  laft  as  long  as  the  coniUtution  iofelf ;  and  that  both 
would  defcend  honoured  and  revered  together  to  the  tend  of 
time.  -8tiH  kfs  would  any  precedent  apply  drawn  from  tbo 
miferable  reign  of  Charles  II.  every  yeaj^ of  which  was  marked 
^th  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  fubje£t,  and  the  liberties  of 
the  country. 

•  Another  matter  much  reKed  on  in  defeilce'  of  the  Bill,  hia 
Lord(hip  obierved  was  the  plea  of  jfieceiSty,  and  in  teply  to^ 
that  it  had  been  a(ked  whether  the  exiiting  laws  were  noc^ 
fttfficient,  without  the** innovation  of  the  prelent  branch  of  a 
new  code  ?  On  that  point,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  declaring 
it-  to  \}t  his  belief  that  no  lawyer  would  fay  that  the  exi(ling 
law  wa^  not  adequate  to  the  puni(hment  of  any  ofiiences  with 
which  the  Correfponding  or  any  other  Society,  or  any  indivi- 
dual, were  charged,  or  were  likely  to  be  charged.  He  wi(hect 
that  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Thurlow)  would  get  up 
and  deliver  hiyeptnion,  which,  though  he  had  no  longer  a  purfe  ia 
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ht&  band,  and  a  bl^ck  coat  on,  nd  one  refpeded  more  than  he^ 
did.     He  wiihed  to  hear  him  deliver  his  opinion  whether  anf 
new  mode  of  prevention  or  punr(hment  were  ind  fpenfibly 
neceflary.     A  further  authority  to  which  be  (hould  reibrt  was. 
that  of  another  ex-officer,  and  ex-lord*mayor,  Mr.  Alderman 
Skinner.     That  gentleman^  whofe  condu£t  merited  the  higheft 
praife  of  his  fellow  citizens,  was  continually  teized  by  govern— 
nient  to  call  in  the  military,  .but  be  as  conftandy  had  firmly 
refufed ;  and  he  found  by  experience  that  the  civil  power,  and 
the  exifting  laws,  were  fully  adequate  to  the  prefervation  of 
tranquility-^  which  was  much  better  maintained  during  bis 
mayoraky  than  during  that  of  other  perfons  who  had  purfued 
a.  difFcrent  line  of  condud.      Another  proof  of  the  adequacy 
of  the  laws  was  to  be  found  in  the  fate  of  Mr.  Yorke,  who 
had  jufl  been  fent  to  Dorchefter  jail.     The  laws  were  fuf- 
£cient  to  convi6l  him  of  ftqitiont  and  to  punifh  him.     If  his 
feditious  words  were  thus  eaifily  come  at,  why  not  thoie  of 
Mr.  TheiwalJ,  if  he  had  really  fpoken  them  ?    He  would  do 
every  man  juftice :  he  knew  of  nothiitg  fo  peculiarly  flagitious  , 
m  the  aifertions  of  Mr.  Thelwall,  as  to  *Att  for  any  peculiar 
punifhnaetit.     He  had  h^sard  that  Mr.  rihelwall  had  affirmed 
oppofition  to  be  juft  as  bad  as  miniftry,  and  that  as  little  good 
was  to  be  expecSted  from  them.     This  probably  did  not  offend  • 
government.      He  had  alfo  been  told^  that  he  had  faid  the 
minifter  was  a  notorious  apo^ate  ;  of  the  truth  of  that  ailer* 
tion  the  publick  could  judge :  and  he  had  affir^med,  that  t lie 
minifter.  heaped  falaries  and  penfions  on  himfeU  and  family^ 
while  the  publick  war  overburthened  with  raxes  and  debts : 
this  was  mere  matter  of  arithmetic,  which  he  left  to  others  to 
calculate.     Were  he  Minifler,  the  Marquis  Li.i,  he  fhould  . 
certainly  wi(h  to  flop  fuch  a  man's  mouth;  and  if  he  coukl  - 
not  do  it  otherwift^  he  fliould   probably   do   it  by  force^  - 
Although  he  was  by  no  means  the  advocate  of  fuch  men,  was 
Thelwall  the  only  man  who  fpoke  unwelcome  matters?    He 
remembered  reading  a  paper  fome  time  ago  in  a  newipap  r, 
to  which    was   affixed  the    name    of    a    mod    refpedlable 
geiptleman.     He  faid,  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Law,  a  gentleman 
who  had  left  England  for  America,  who  had  heei^a  member  of  % 
the  Aflbciation  Club,  at  the  head  of  which  Mr.  Reeves  pre*  , 
fided,  but  who  was  fo  difgufted  at  the  arbitrary  and  partial 
proceedings  of  the  prelidenti  that  he  thought  it  neceflary  to 
ai&en  his  reafons  for  quitting  the  club,  ill  a  letter  which  he 
pi^iflied  in  the. Morning  Chronicle.     [His  Lordihip  read 
Mr.  Law's  letter,  and  animadverted  upon  it,  accompanying 
his  comments  with  much  panegyrick  on  Mr*  L^w*]    ^^  This 
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6id  his  Lordfliip,  is  a  pcrfea  Jacobin  Club,  which  even  ufes 
French  phrafes,  and  fays  it  is  the  ^erm  of  other  focieties,  and 
is  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  that  is,  a  London  Cor- 
jtfponding  Society.  This  Committee  ftill  exifts  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  and  of  courfc  goes  on  in  its  old 
track:  but  I  cannot  bring  myfelf  to  believe,  that  the  man  at 
the  head  of  fuch  an  inquifition,  ftill  holds  any  pbce  under 
government.  Minifters  will  not,  furfly,  dare  to  lavjfli  the 
publick  money  on  fuch  an  enemy  to  the  conftitution  and 
liberties  of.Engliflimen.''  He  imagined  the  noble  Secretary 
•fiuft  have  been  abroad,  and  fo  never  heard  of  this  foriety  of 
correfpondcKits,  which  recommended  its  fuggpftions,  through 
the  Solicitor  for  the  Treafury,  to  a  gentleman  on  every  ac- 
count fo  eftimable  as  the  Attomev-General. 

As  to  the  King,  no  man  could  /or  a  moment  believe  the  ex- 
iftence  of  any  plot  againft  him :  a  government  lefs  vigilant 
than  ours  muft  inevitably  have  difcovered  it,  if  rt  bad  exited. 
He  remembered,  that  when  he  was  Secretary  of  State,  in  the 
'  year  1767,  an  Ambaflador  from  Morocco,  being  about  to 
return,  waited  upon  him,  and  returned  jhanks  in  a  fct  florid 
fpeech  for  the  civilities  he  had  experienced  in  the  country : 
but,  faid  he,  **  if  I  had  been  treated  otherwifc,  I  Ihould  have 
thought  i^  my  duty  to  have  concealed  the  circumftance  from 
my  royal  maftcr  5  for  it  is  a  maxim  with  me  that  Sovereign 
Princes  fliould  live  well  together.**  So,  faid  the  Marquis,  I 
would  have  it  with  a  prince  and  his  people;  I  would  en- 
deavour as  much  as  poflible  to  keep  them  friends :  I  nt^cr 
wotfid  excite  fufpicions  and  jealoufies  between  them. 

When  the  maniac,  who  was  at  this  time  in  confinement, 
aflautted  the  Sovereign,  he  remembered  that  the  King  mounted 
liis*  horfe  the  next  day,  and  rode  without  attendants  to 
Wtndt'or.  Such  condud  he  admired,  as  equally  wife  and 
,  magnanimous.  And  fo  well  was  he  iatisfied  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  magnanimity  which  influenced  that  auguft  per- 
fonagc,  that,  after  the  late  attack,  which  they  all  deplored,  he 
would  have  had  not  the  flighteft  objcaion  to  ride  through  the 
ftreets  of  London ;  even  if  he  had  met  with  any  one  perfon, 
who,  from  fufF«rring  by  the  war,  or  under  a  grievous  famine, 
or  from  the  enormous  prefliire  of  taxes,  might  have  been  led 
to  Ihew  an  appearance  of  difiattsfa£lion,  the  countenance  of 
the  King  would  of  itfelf  have  difarmed  him  by  its  benovelent 
exprefiion ;  and  he  might  have  faid,  ^  None  of  thefe  grievances 
mre  imputable  to  me;  I  grieve  for  your  diftrefs;  but  addrefs 
yourfelves  to  my  minifters  ^  they  are  refponiible  for  every 
publick  mcatire/* 

The 
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The  IVf  arquis  declared,  that  had  he  the  oppoitunitf  as  one 
of  his  Majefty's  cabinet,  or  had  he  the  ftill  higher  honour  of 
being  entitled  to  ftyle  himfelf  the  frUnd  of  that  rojral 
perfonage,  he  ihould  think  it  equally  his  duty  and  his  pride  to 
advife  him  to  come  down  to  that  houfe,  and  give  his  diflent  to 
thefe  Bills.  If  fuch  a  condud  were  purfued,  if  the  wifbes  of 
the  people  were  rather  humoured  than  fpurned  at,  then  his 
Majefty  would  be  as  popular  as  in  1782;  when  it  might 
have  tieen  truly  faid^  that  he  reigned  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people. 

If  thefe  Bills  pafied,  and  were  not  executed,  it  would  in* 
falliblv  fubjeA  government  to  contempt.  If  they  were  ez« 
ecutea  by  the  ftipendiary  magiftrates,  they  mud  be  boM  meni^ 
to  zSt  upon  the  lights  of  Burn's  Juftice.  God  Almighty,  in 
bis  donation  of  human  faculties,  ufually  accompanied  greaC 
warmth  and  intemperance  with  a  deplorable  want  of  judg*- 
ment.  When  this^  was  confidered,  was  the  diicretionary 
power  to  be  fafely  repofed  in  hands  fo  liable  to  be  impure  or 
wrongly  di  reded  r  What  he  dreaded  was  the  general  gloom 
which  thefe  Bills  would  fpread  over  the  people  ;  they  would 
tend  more  than  any  thing  to  deftroy  that  happy  union  of  the 
loweft  with  the  higheft,  and  arm  the  different  orders  with 
animofity  againft  each  other.  The  Marquis  added  otber 
arguments  againft  the  Bills,  and  concluded  an  ingenious  auid 
able  fpeech  with  expref&ng  a  wifh,  that  the  people  would 
conGder  the  Bills  in  their  proper  light,  and  take  every  l^al 
and  confiitutional  means  of  obtaining  their  repeal^  when  4 
favorable  opportunity  offered. 

Lord  Mulgravi  rofe  immediately  to  reply,  and  began  bf 
iingling  out  fuch  parts  of  ^he  Marquis's  fpeech,  as  did  not  in 
his  mind  apply  to  the  queftion  before  the  houfii,  and  difpofed 
of  them  with  a  few  arguments  urged  by  way  of  refutation  of 
eacb ;  he  then  proceeded  to  defend  the  Bills  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  being  unconftitutional,  or  an  attacic  on  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  He  proved  from  an  accurate  hiftorical  detail  of 
all  the  various  precedents  of  meafures  of  a  fimilar  natureand 
purport  that  had  been  propofed  by  government,  adopted  by 
each  Houfe  of  Parliament  and  lanSioncd  by  the  kgiflature,  for 
many  reigns  paft  down  to  the  J3th  of  Charles  the  Second,  that 
the  principle  of  the  Bills  was  not  new,  but  that  our  anceftors 
wifely  adapting  their  laws  to  the  circumftances  of  the  times^. 
)iad  gone  before  us  in  the  fame  track  and  fet  the  example^ 
which  the  cogent  neceffity  of  the  times  made  it  the  duty  ol 

fovcrnment  to  follow.     The  13th  of  Charles  the  Second  his  ^ 
<ordihip  obferved  among  other  daufes^  contained  one  pro* 

hibitinf 
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bibiting  anj  peritian  with  more  than  twenty  names  to  it  being 
prefented.  That  was  not  altered  or  repealed  by  the  Bill  oF 
kightSy  and  on  the  trial  of  Lord  George  Gordon  it  was  held 
by  the  Fiidgcs  that  the  claufe  was  ftill  in  force. 

His  Lordfliip  fupported  the  prefent  Bills  by  a  variety  of  argu-^ 
ments,  and  contended,  that  although  they  gave  additional 
ftrength  and  energy  to  government  in  refpe£l  to  the  peculiar 
and  chara£briftic  mifchiefs  of  the  times,  they  ran  parallel  in 
principle  with  the  exifting  laws  on  (edition  aha  treafon. 

T6i  Earl  of  Moira  roTe  next  and  faid,  that  if  the  noble  lord 
hoped  to  perfuade  the  houfe  into  an  opinion  of  the  neceffity  of 
the  Bill,  he  maft  think  it  very  eafy  of  perfuafion,  fince  he 
fixinded  his  hopes  chiefly  on  the  tranfa£lions  of  the  (bcieties, 
^  I  hs(te  no  occafion  to  defend  the  London  Correfponding 
Society,  (faid  his  lord(hip),  as  they  devoted  me  to  death  for 
being  an  apoftate  from  the  caufe  of  liberty.  On  die  contrary^ 
I  agree  with  the  noble  Marquis,  that  they  juflly  excited 
jdarm  by  their  condu£l  in  imitating  the  proceedings  in  France. 
Let  me  aflc  however,  whether  their  declarations  were  not  openly 
tnade  i  And  are  not  their  publications  openly  circulated, 
with  the  names  of  Bodkfellers  and  Chairmen,  whom  it  can- 
not be  difEcuIt  to  trace  $  why  not  therefore  punifh  them  if 
they  have  been  guilty  of  any  crime  ?  Are  informers  want- 
ing? I  thought  they  were  fo  plenty  as  to  poifon  all  free  com- 
munication, all  manly  intercourfe  in  fociety.  Yes ;  they  are 
fo;  and  minifters  are  in  no  want  of  them ;  but  diey  have 
other  views.  Their  offences  have  perhaps  been  fuffered  to 
{o  unpuniflied,  in  order  to  furnifh  a  pretext  for  faying  the 
avrs  are  inadequate,  and  to  terrify  the  people  into  an  appro* 
bation  of  the  prefent  Bill, 

^^  The  Secretary  of  State  has  faid  the  jacobins  killed  the 
King  of  France ;  and  if  fome  fuch  meafure  as  the  prefent  is 
not  adopted,  fimilar  confequences  may  follow  in  this  country* 
This  is  a  fort  of  language  which  had  been  too  much  ufed  of 
late*  The  meafures  of  minifters,  and  the  fafety  of  the  king's 
peribn  are  always  maintained  to  be  infeparable ;  and  they  who 
do  not  agree  in  this  opinion,  are  ftigmatized  as  enemies  of 
their  fovereign.  This  is  a  moft  unworthy  creed,  and  it  has 
deprived  the  king  of  his  beft  advifers.  [  think  myfelf  as  zeal- 
ous a  friend  of  my  king  as  any  man  wjthtn  his  dominions,  and 
yet  I  think^the  greateft  fervice  I  could  do  him,  would  be  to 
entreat  that  he  would  paft  this  Bill.  No  man  can  think  of 
the  proud  and  imperious  tone  in  which  it  was  introduced, 
and  contraft  that  with  what  has  fince  happened,  widiout  fee- 
ing, that  fomethiMg  more  was,  and  is  intended,  than  is  at 
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preient  avowed  ;'tbe  alteratbas  that  have  been  made  in  the  plan 
are  only  the  mean  fubterfuges  of  checked  arrogance.    There 
is  no  one  obje£t  profeiled  by  this  Bil]»  which  cannot  be  ob»  • 
tained  bvan  enforcement  of  the  prefent  laws ;  and  confidering  . 
•  bmw  it  IS  prefled  forward^  I  muft  conclude,  that  trie  powers 
which  it  will  give  are  intended  to  be  abufed  ;.  the  more  ef«' 
pecially  when  I  compare  it  with  (bme  late  events  and  prefent ' 
circumftances.    Minifters,  feeing  the  growing  unpopularity 
of  the  war,  the  dearnefs  of  provifions,  and  die  general  in- 
dignation which  their  condudl  has  excited,  feek  by  thefe  - 
meafures,  to  ftifle  their  r^entihent^  but  the  houfe  (hould  be  * 
cautious  of  placing  itfelf,  by  paffing  thefe  Bills,  in  the  (itua- 
tion  of  oppoflng  the  general  voice  of  the  people.     A  ftrong 
government  has  been  fpoken  of,  and  I  approve  of  a  ftrong ; 
government ;  I  approve  of  it,  however,  only  when  it  is  really 
calculated  to  benefit  the  nation  at  large ;  and  this  Bill  makes 
aftrange  thing  of  the.conftitution;  it  exprefsly  fays,  diat.; 
nine«tenths  of  the  people  do  not  feel  the  bleffings  that  it* 
ihowers  down  upon  them,  and  therefore  they  muft  be  de« . 
prived  of  its  protei£Uon.    If  the  Bill  were  to  be  well  adminif* : 
tered,  it  would  not  be  quite  fo  dreadful  in  its  operation!  ^ ' 
vre  perceive  it  is  intended  it  {hould  be  j   I  fay  this,,  my  lords,  f 
becaufe  the  execution  of  it  would  be  put  into  the  hands  of  * 
inferbr  magiftrates,  who  will  be  eanly . influenced  by  ad*" 
rainiftration ;  and  to  hope  for  any  fuch  thing  as  freedom  of 
petitioning  is  vain,  if  we  attend  to  one  nobfe  lord's  fpeech» 
f  Lord  Weftmoreland),  who  has  faid,  that  the  great  oppo** 
ndon  made  to  th^  meafure  was  a  proof  of  its  necelfity.    In 
this  manner,  any  oppofttbn  to  the  meafures  of  government 
will  always  be  deemed  fedittous,  and  will  be  looked  on  as  a  • 
proof  that  the  people  ought  not  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
meeting  to  confider  of  their  grievances.    If  fuch  language  be  . 
now  held,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  what  will  be  the  fate  of  peti«  ^' 
tioners  hereafter.    But  I  hope  that  it  will  be  itnpoffibleto. 
put  the  Bill  fully  into  execution,  as  its  unpopularity  muft  in- 
creafe  every  day.    Modifications  of  it  I  difregard ;  it  is  the 
principle  itlelf  that  is  obnoxious.     The  cafe.of  Aip-money,  • 
which  has  handed  down  to  pofterity  the  feme  of  Hampden^ 
was  not  particularly  (^reffive.  at  the  moment ;    it  was  the 

Cinciple  which  it  eftabltflied  that  was  dangerous.  The  noble 
rd  (Lord  Weftmoreland)  has  (aid,  ^^  Send  the  people  to 
the  loom  and  the  anvil,  and  there  let  them  earn  bread,  inft^ad 
of  wafting  time  at  feditious  meetings :"  I  capnot  believe  the 
Almighty  made  any  part  of  mankind  merely  to  work  and  to 
«at  like  beafts.  He  has  endowed  all  m\h  remojps  ^ulties. 
Vol*.  IL  I795«  ^  ^  ^^ 
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aad  gtvefi  nothing  that  he  did  not  tnlcnd  to  be  utkdJ*     His 
lord^ip  concluded  an  eldquen£(peecb.wtth  eipreffing  his  hope 
dut  the  diviikm  againft  So  odious  a  meafuce  would  be  greal. 
in  number.  ^ 

f£arl  Sfincer  replied,  and  inanf^or  to  what  he  tercBfd  the 
ardour  ot  -die  laft  fpeaker  faid,  ti^.was  not  amongft  the  num— 
berof  thofe  who  wiflied  to  abufe  the.proviflonsof  the  pending;, 
fiiUsy.  nordid  he  partake  of  the.  arrogance  which  had  been  in 
fuch  qualifie)!  termfc  attributed,  to  their*':  framers*^  Thefe  Bills, 
went  taenad^  that  cveryi  meeting,  fhould  be  public*  How 
did  that  accord  with  the  pen»  of  a  nte  mquifition  ?  Mtnifters 
were  at  one^dn^e  acrasgned.far  nptproTecutihg  offenders,  and 
at  another  for  profecuting  with' too  much  rigour.  He,  for  his 
part»  was  confciou8of:havin|^.doQ&nqrmore^than  his  duty*    . 

'.  Lard  Thurlom  begaa  a  grave  a|id  weighty  argunient  on  the 
fulled  of  the  Bi]l>  witti  noticiag.  the  .variety  of  niifconceptions 
that  ha4ukeii  pbo^>refpe£ling.itv'andin  no  particular more.thai> 
.  in  the  idea  that  it  trenched  upon  that  important  prinGipleofBrttifii> 
liberty  eftihliflied  by  the  Btil  ofiRigbts,  the  right  of  the^  fubjeA 
to  diicufe.publick  grievances,  to  petition,  complaioi  oirremod* 
finite,  or  ocberwife  addrefs  the  king,  or  either  or  both  Houfe&of) 
Parliament  rsfpeding  them.    So.^  from  that-being  the  cafe, 
the  Bill  fet  out  'With  rec<^nizing.  that,  principle  in  die  plaineftj 
and broa(^tft  maimer.  Nothing  couM  beraorexkartbsn  that  the  - 
But  began  by  expreffing  thatrecognition  in  terms  the  moft  ex«. 
plicit;  it  was  rather  furprizing  therefore,  that  any  man  who  had : 
read  theBill  (hDUidhave/ufieiediiimferf  (o  have-fallen  intofuoh , 
a  palpable  miftake«    in  thecoarfeof  die  debate/ much,  his. 
lordfliip  obferved,  had  been  faid  with  rd^£l  to c  the  diffe- 
rent modes  pra£lictd  to  obtain  petitbns  for  or  a^funft  tfaer 
Bili  ;  long  experience  had  taught  him  that  on  occauons  great . 
and  ia»portant  as  the  pcefenti  where  coniideirabledifFerence  of 
opinion  prevailed^    and  both  ftdes  were  equally'  eager  in< 
fleengthentng  and  (Iipporting  their  own  opinion  by  every  pof- 
fible  means,  agood^dealx>f  mi freprefontation  would  be  rdbrted ; 
to.'    Perhap&y  therefore,   die  faireft  way  of  coiUidering  tbe ' 
degree  of  weight  due  to  the  petitions  in  genera),  was  to 
hold  that  dte  petitidhs  on  one  r24e  of  the  queftion,  were  as 
muchtobe  relied  onasthepetltions  on  the  other.   He  was  ready, 
to  acknowledge  that  he  fdt  coafidoiable  refpe<^  for  tbe  opinion ; 
of  the  majority  of  the  peppfc,  and  thought  it  bccame^theJlcgif-  - 
liiture  to  pay  attention  to  it^  but  that;  opinion  ti^s  not  at  all 
times  eafy  to  be  gotat }  it  muft,*  lH>wever^  nece^fiarily  occur  that ' 
the  people  at  Jarge  had  not  the  fame  meaiH,  nor  tbe  fame  oppor-  >^ 
tunity  of  ol2.taiiiiog' ioformacioD  re^jpedling  qucftions  agitating. 
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iff  Parliamei^,  thit  be  Ka*d  in  his  legiflMive  capacity ;  mi 

•dierefore,  wben  he  felt  tSonvi<£lion  on>  any  particulatr  publiclc 

meafure  tinder  deliberation  before  their  lordflifps,  he  ihould 

govern  his  conduct  by  his  own  judgment  and  opinion^  and 

not  fiirrender  either  on  light  -or  lo^e  grounds;  .  He  could 

not  by  kny  mean^  concur  with  thofe  noble  lords  who  argued 

thiit  the  confequehce^  that  had  irifen  from  the  propagation  cf 

Jacobinical  principles  in  France,  ^ifforded  a  Efficient  jufti- 

ficanon  Ibr  the  legiAature  of  (his  country  to  erfad  new  lawv 

with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  fimtlar  effc^  here.     He 

muft  fay,  he  entertained  a  very  different  opinion.    He  thought 

Aey  had  hothing  to  do  w^th  what  had  pafiod  in  Pranct*  aa 

fer  as  related  to  any  influence  it  ought  to  hate  on  their  pro*^ 

cecdings    in   Parliament    It  ^watB  'tbdr   duty  -to  govern 

Aeir  coifdu£t  in  legiflation)  With  a  View  to  fuch  kws  as 

#ere  expedient  and  neceflary  to  the  good  order^  the  welU 

being  and  the  happinefs  of  the  fubje^'^of  the  Britiib  crown* 

The  contrary  dtMSrine  appeared  to  Mfti  to  ba  not  "oftly  un^ 

fkir  in  principle  but  impra^icabte  in  itfetf)  a»  the  genius  and 

charaAer  of  the  two  nadons  were^xti^mety  diSmilar^  and 

it  was  idle  to  fuppofe  that  the  two  court  tries  were  to  be  go^ 

Verned  in  the  fame   way.    The  dodrine  waa  befides  fome^i* 

what  infulting  to  EnglHhmen,  wliofe  loyalty  was  not  mor« 

general  than  nncere  ar^  ardeiK,  and  wha  were  more  likely 

to  be  induced  by  the  horrors  experienced  in  France,  to  ab-j 

ftainfi-om  excefles  tHat.mi^ht  lead  to  the  fanie  confequences« 

than  to  nuike  the  conduft  of  the  Frendl  the  model  of  theii 

imitation.     With  regard^to  what  had  pafled  in  the  focietiea 

that  had  been  fomuch  alliided  to,  that  was  a  matter  of  which 

he  profefied  to  know  noihmg  i    if  they  had  diftrrbuted  imX 

proper  or  feditious  papers,  the  prefent  law  WouM  reach  theoi 

wirti  a  fufficient  fevcrity  of  punishment.    The  cafe,  however^ 

was  in  his  opinion  not  preeifely  the  feme,  in  point  of  mif- 

chievous  eiFed,  with  refped  to  /jf>ceChes  delivered  at  popular 

-meetings ;   whenever  he  hcird  of  a  ipeech « before  30^000  per^ 

fons,  the  firft  thing  that  occiirred  to  him  was,  that  ft  was  im- 

poiiible  that  one  thirtieth  part  of  the  audience  could  hear  it  { 

ho  great  ap{>rehen(ion  need  therefore  be  entertained  •  of  tht 

danger  likely  to  refuU  from  fuch  harangues;  writings  or  printed 

papers  might  be  conveyed  and  circulated  throughout  die 

kingdom,  and  read  again  and  again  deliberately  till  the  poifon 

worked  and  produced  thbfe  confequences  moft  to  be  dreaded* 

He  would  therefore  have  the  laws  in  being-enforced  agtinft 

libellous  and  feditious  citings,   and  he  had  no.  doubt  they 

would  be  put  an  end  t(h    The  fj^eeehes  in  queftion  he  cquM 

T  t  a  fuppofi) 
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,  fuppofe  were  inrolent  and  impertinent,'but  were  they  (o  dange- 
rous  as  to  call  for  the  prefent  Bill.    It  was  the  glory  of  the 
Englifh  law,  that  there  was  no  previous  reftraint  on  the  peo- 
ple in  the  exercife  of  the  important  privilege  of  meeting  to 
oifcufs  grievances  and  petition  Parliament  refpeding  them.  , 
That  privilege  ftood  precifely  on  the  fame  ground  with  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs.      Its  ufe  was  free  and  unreftrained, 
but  its  abufe  was  open  to  ptmifhment.     Had  it  been  other- 
wife,  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  ixiftead  of  an  advantage,  would 
have  been  the  moft  intolerable  tyranny.     Montelquieu,  in  his 
Spirit  of  J^aws,  faid,  th^t  the  cxiftence  of  freedom  in  £ng« 
land  depended  on  the  freedom  of  petition,  and  the  freedom 
of  the  prefs.     If  the  people  feel  the  prefiure  of  particular  laws, 
and  are  aot  at  liberty  to  petition  fox  their  redrefs  or  remon* 
ft  rate  againft  them,  they  are  ilaves  indeed.     To  declare^ 
therefore,  that  the  people  have  nothing  to.do  with  the  laws  but 
to  obey  them,  was  as  odious  as  it  was  fallacious,  and  when  he 
aid  that,  he  by  no  means  intended  any  refledion  on  the  right  re- 
verend prelate,  who,  in  the  cour(i  or  a  recent  debate  had  made 
ufe  of  the  expa*eiBon ;  the  bandfooae,  rnanl  v,  and  liberal  ex- 
planation, which  the  right  reverend  prelate  nad  fmce  given  of 
his  n^aning)  and  under  what  reftridlions  he  meant  to  apply 
the  fenfence,  not  only  refleded  the  higheft  honour  on  his 
own  good  fenfe  and  candour,  but  curdU  the  declaration  of  all 
poffible  exception. 

T)ie  people  had  an  undoubted  right  to  interfere  with  the 
laws  in  the  maimer  prefcribed  by  the  Bill  of  rights,  and  re«* 
cognized  by  the  prefent  Bill ;  as  far,  therefore,  as  that  went, 
the  Bill  was  unobjeAionable,  but  it  was  what  followed  that 
was  to  be  deprecated.  The  reftraints  it  threw  around  the 
exercife  of  that  conftitutional  right  which  it  broadlyacknow- 
ledged  were  alarming  and  dreadful  indeed.  The  Bill,  there- 
fore, was  to  be  objedied  againft  as  eftablilhing  a  bad  prece- 
dent, under  countenance  of  which  a  variety  of  bad  laws  might 
creep  into  the  ftate,  and  defile  the  pages  of  the  ftatute  book. 
He  recolle(?led  that,  fome  years  ago,  (1782)  when  a  motion 
for  a  reform  in  parliamentary  reprefentation  had  been  re- 

jeded  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  previous  queftion 
moved  upon  it,  the  peqple  were  immediately  informed  by 

,  0ien  of  celebrated  characters,  and  popular  weight  in  the 
country,  that  their  petitions  had  been  rejected  bv  the  mode 
held  moft  obnoxious,  as  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  a  q'jcf- 
tion  of  importance,  and  were  called  upon  to  meet  in  diftiidts, 
and  to  dilcufs  the  beft  means  of  rendering  their  application  to 

tile  Houfe  more  fuccefsful  -,    but  it  i^as  not  then  contended  ' 

tlat 
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that  their  intention  w^$  to  overawe  parliament,  or  to  do  more 
than  to  awaken  in  the  people  a  due  attention  to  a  fubjed  that 
involved  their. deareft, and  moil  invaluable  rights.  Fie  recoU 
le^d  alfoy  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Wilkes  was  declared  inca^ 
pable  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  though  returned 
again  for  Middlefex,  fome  people  who  were  zealous  in  his 
caufe  went  fo  far  as  to  declare  that  no  rcfolution  of  the  Houle 
would  be  binding,  and  no  A&.would  be  in  force  whilft  Mr* 
Wilkes  remained  excluded.  At  different  times  he  had  heard 
dodrines  broached,  and  infifled  on,  that  were  equally  extrava* 
grnt,  ferious,  and  alarming,  but  he  did  not  remember  to  have 
ever  once  heard  it  hinted  that  fuch  Bills  as  the  prefent  were  ne« 
cefTary  to  reftrain  them  or  fit  to  be  introduced.  The  power 
and  extent  of  the  exifling  laws  had  always  hitherto  been 
deemed  fufficient  for  the  corre£lion  of  abufe,^  the  punifhrneot 
of  ofFences,  and  die  prevention  of  danger. 

That  being  only  thefecond  reading  of  the  Bill,  his  lordfliip 
faid  he  was  aware  that  in  point  of  flrid  order,  he  ought  to 
^confine  himfelf  folely  to  the  confideration  and  difcuifion  of 
its  principle,  but,  perhaps,  his  then  fuggefting  ^certain  ob- 
jetSlionSv^hat  he  felt  to  particular  provifions  of  S\c  Bill,  might 
facilitate  their  amendment  in  its  next  flage  ;  he  would  there* 
fore  take  that  opportunity  of  mentioning  them.  He  did  rot 
mean  to  charge  minifters  with  ill  intentions,  he  fuppofed 
that  they  were  perfedUy  pure,  the  Bill,  however,  was,  for  a 
Bill  of  that  in^portance  liable  to  fuch  objcdions  in  the  word* 
ihg  of  its  claufes,  and  the  latitude  of  their  exprefliop^  that  it 
cither  betrayed  great  negligence  in  thofe  who  drew  the  Bill^ 
in  afforded  fufpicion  of  its  originating  in  an  awkward  motive« 
The  diflinfUon  taken  between  the  different  fpecies  ofpub-^ 
lie  meetings,  was  at  leafl  novel.  It  gave  great  powers  ta 
juflices,  and  though  it  recognized  the  right  of  the  people  to> 
meet  in  order  to  difcufs  grievances,  and  petition,  it  furrounded 
.the  exercife  of  that  right  with  rcflridions  equally  unprece- 
dented and  fevere.  It  mentioned  defcriptions  of  magiflrates 
and  meetings  which  he  could  not  comprehend  the  meaning 
of.  What  officer  was  the  convener  of  ^  county  in  Scotland? 
he  had  not  before  heard  of  fuch  a  p^rfon,  and  what  was 
meant  by  a  county  meeting  ?  He  obferved  that  the  pbrafe 
was  to  be  found  in  many  of  the  petitions  on  the  table,  but 
the  law  knew  of  no  fuch  meeting,  and  their  lordfbips  well 
knew  that  no  petition  purporting;  to  be  the  petition  of  a 
eounty  meeting  would  be  receivedby  either  Houfe  of  parlia- 
ment. A  meeting  might,  indeed,  be  held  in  a  co|xnty,  but  it 
could  not  be  flyled  the  petition  of  this  or  that  county^  the  Houfe 

always 
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lAwajrs  rec^elvtd  it  as  the  petition  of  thdfe  individuals  who  (ub-* 
fcribcd  and  annexed  their  fignatures  to  it,  and  paid  attcntioit 
Accordingly,    The  exceptions  in  favour  of  corporations  went 
en  «  wrong  principle  $  corporations  vrere  not  conflitated  for 
tbe  pmpofes  of  petitioning,  and  their  petitions,  iike  thofe 
•Ecounty  meetings,  would  have  no  other  recommendation, 
nor  be  tntided  to  weight  and  codideration  further  than' 
ss  the  petnions  of  thofe  who  (f|ned  them,  which  was,  indeed^ 
Ibc  only  proper  way  of  confidermg  all  petitions.     The  powers 
mnscn  to  the  juftices  under  this  Bill  were  great,  novel,  an  J 
Eabletomuch  and  very  ferioits  abufe.     It  would  be  Ihipidl 
and  idle  in  the  Houfe  to  fay  that  any  body  of  men  were  im* 
siascoiate,  and  it  would  be  as  fuUbme,  as  it  muft  Beceffariljr 
ke  &lfe,  to  pronounce  an  indifcriminate  panegyrick  on  all  the 
^kidiTiduak  .of  a  large  body.     He  was  hx  from   meaning  td 
impute  bad  motive^  to  any  particular  fet  of  men,  but  they 
iSi  Icnew  that,  from  particular  circumftances,  there  were  men 
in  tbe  commiffion  of  the  peace  more  peculiarly  liable  to  influ*^ 
tnoe  than  others ;  he  therefore  thought  that' a  fpecial  claafe 
ibboldbc  introduced  in  the  BiU,  excepting  the  ftipendiary 
m^ftrates,  from  exerciiing  tbe  extraordinary  powers  veiled 
ki  jiiftices,  with  refped  to  the  difperiion  of  meetings.     Thofe 
flngiftratea,  to  whom  he  had  iuft  alluded  were  conftituted  foi" 
•xprefa  pnrpofes  of  local  police,  and  to  that  duty  they  haJ 
better  confine  themftlves.       Another  material  confideration, 
hii  lordihip^  faid,  was,  the  Bill  gave  magiftrates  the  power  of 
taking  all*  perfona  into  cuftody,  ^  who  mould  hold  any  dtf-^ 
QOiifie  for  the  purpofe  of  inciting  and  ftirring  up  the  people  to 
batred  and  contempt  of  the  perfon  of  his  Majefty,&c«or  the  go- 
Temmcntand  conftitution  of  tbis'reahn,a8  by  law  eftabliifaed/' 
If  thofe  words  were  allowed  to  ftand  in  the  Bill,  there  was  an 
end  at  once  of  all  difcuf&on  with  a  viewto  parliamentary  reform. 
How  was  it  poffible  in  agiuting  the  queftion  of  parliamentary 
reform  to  forbear  mentioning  the  inequality  in  point  of  im« 
portMce,  inhabitants,  &c.  &c.  between  the  county  of  York- 
flitre  and  the  Borough  of  Old  Sanim,  without  derifion  and 
ridicule,  which  might  by  an  ignorant  magiftrate  be  conftrucd 
**  to  incite  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  government  and  con- 
ftkutioii,  as  by  law  eftaUiflied,*'  and  a^ng  upon   th^  mif<^ 
conftrudion  he  might  take  the  party  into  cuftody  and  difToIve 
tbe  meeting.     It  had  been  faid,  that  if  the  magiurate  exceed- 
ed or  abated  his  authority,  he  was  liable  to  punifhment ; 
but  under  what  circumftances  would  a  profecution  come  in- 
t^  court  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ?     The  profecutor  would  come 
into  court  with  a  halter  about  his  ifeck»  and  no  man  furely 

would 
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vtoaid  riTque  the  carrying  on  fuch  a  fuij^  uplefs  he  had  a  mint 
to  be  hanged. 

His  lordfhip  i>ointed  out  the  diiHnflion  between  the  extent; 
te  which  tke  provifions  of  the  Bill  went,  and  ^at  of  the  pro- 
vffions  of  the  Ad  of  Charles  the  fecond,  and  the  A6t  o9 
George  the  firft,  commonly  called  the  Riot  AA.  By  ttt& 
latter,  the  perfons  aflembied  for  an  unlawful  purpofe,  did  not  in^- 
oir  the  penalty  of  felony  unfefs  t^ey  continued,  together 
riotoufly  and  tumultuoufly  tor  one  hour  after  the  A&  had  beea* 
read ;  by  the  prefeni  Bill,  if  an  aifembly  met  for  the  mere 
difcuflioQ  of  public  topics,  continued  together  peaceably  to^ 
the  number  of  twelve  or  more  for  one  hour  after  prociamatien^ 
made,  commanding  them  to  (fifperfe,  they  were  guilty  of 
felony,  and  the  magiflrate  was  ordered  tp  put  them  to  deaths* 
or  at  leaft  faved  harmlefs,  if  upon  reflftance  any  o({th^ 
perfons  fo  continuing  together  loft  their  lives.  This,  tbere^^ 
f^e,  was  in  his  mind  an  infurmountable  obje£tibn  to  the  Bill^ 
but  exclufive  of  this  grand  objedion,  the  authors  of  the/BiU^ 
feemed  to  have  paid  no  attention  to  the  expKcitnefii  of  itt^ 
daufes ;  and,,  in  the  language  of  the  fpecial  pleaders^  they' 
bad  failed  to  '^^  hit  the  bird  in  the  eye.''  A  penal  law  flkml^ 
always  be  clear  and  explicit,  whereas  the  language  of  the 
Bill  was  peculiarly  vague  and  inconcluAve.  .  Therefore  al- 
though the  BiU  recognized  the  right  of  petition,  and  affe£bd 
to  guarantee  that  lioerty,  it  was  at  beft  a  liberty  in  fetters. 
He  fmcerely  wifhed  that  an  efl[ent|a]  abufe  gf  liberty  fhotild  be 
puniflied;  but  the  offenders  fiiould  be  punilhed  in  their 
proper  charader,  and  not  degraded  to  the  dcfcriptton  of. 
felons,  without  any  neceffity  fufficient  to  warrant  fo  fevere  a' 
change  of  (ituation. 

Thi  Lord  Chancellor  laid,  the  greater  part  of  the  noble  aod^ 
learned  lord's  fpeech  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  ftrong  argu^' 
ment  to  prove  the  propriety  of  the  Bill's  going  td  a  com*^'. 
mittee,  when  the  clautes  might  be  debated,  and  any  altera*^ 
tlons  thought  neceflary  might  be  made :  at  prefent,  however^; 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  the  fole  otgedt  of  their  coftiider*^ 
atton.  The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  taken  occafion  to 
bf  that  the  legiflature  of  this  country  ought  not  to  malte  what 
pailed  in  France  a  matter  to  influence  their  proceedings,,  nor* 
to  ground  the  laws  tfiey  framed  and  enafied  on  it.  He,  on  the- 
contrary,  maintained  the  neceffity  of  obf^ring  it  as  a  gc«» 
lieral  rule.  The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  alfo  &id,  thot 
genius  and  charaSer  of  the  two  nations  vrere  diflunilar,  and 
that  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  the  fubje^i;  of  both  could 
^  governed  by  the  fame  laws*    Uppa  that  principle  he  hi4 

refuftd 
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refilled  to  Ube  a  falutary  warning  from  what  had  palled  in  a 
neighbouring  kingdom.     Was  man,  he  would  afk,  fo  differ- 
ent from  man  on  the  different  lides  of  tho  Channel,  that  fimi- 
lar  aflbciations  in  each  profeffing  fimilar  principles,  alTuming* 
Ibe  fame  forms,  and  affeding  the  fame  flyle  and  terms,  were 
BOC  likely  to  be  attended  with  fimilar  efFeds  ?     Would  the 
Profeeftant  divines  of  England  declare  that  they  apprehended 
nothing  from  the  avowed  Athelfm  and  fcandalous  prophane- 
iiefs  praflifed  in  France  ?     Would  prudent  politicians  fee  n« 
danger  in  the  general  confuflon,  which  would  neceflarily  re- 
liilt  from  the  propagation  of  do<^rines  and  fyftems  of  govern- 
ment deftruSive  ofall  order,  all  fubordination,  all  property, 
mil  fecurity,  and  all  happinefs  J   Would  the  noble  and  learned. 
Iprd  venture  to  aflert  that  they  ought  to  remain  fupine  in  the  midft 
of  the  tribunes  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  in  the . 
midft  of  feditious  and  inflammatory  harangues,  and  libellous 
fmmphlet^  and  papers  ?     The  moft  vigilant  government  could 
liot  keep  pace  with  the  a£lion$  of  the  fociet;  in. this  country,  ^ 
t^ich  called  for  notice;   heap  profecutions  on.profecutions,. 
there  would  be  no  ufe  in  it.      it  had  ever  been  the  pradice . 
of  all  wife  governments  to  anticipate  and  fupcrfede,  by  pre- , 
yentive  regulations,  in  ordtfr  to  render  the  evil  impradicable.  * 
^e  declared  he  was  no  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  fo 
truly  defcribed  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  \    at  the  fame , 
time  he  muft  obferve  thatthe  libels  that  had  iflued  from  it 
were  beyond  all  bounds,  and  that  it  was  lenity  to  introduce- 
preventive  laws.     He  was  hlmfelf  fully  convinced,  that  it  was 
wife.  ^  take  a  lelTdn  from  the  dark  pages  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, to  confider  it  as  an  inflrudtiVe  volume,  and  by  a  pru- , 
dent  and  timely  exercife  of  caution  to  avoid  furnifiiing  ma* 
terials  for  a  fimilar  hiftory  in  this  country..     Be  it  ever  re- 
nfiembered,  by  what  means  that  revolution  was  brought  about;- 
that  the  minds  of  men  were  alienated  from  their  government 
bjr  the  machinations  of  a  few  artful  perfons,  at  the  very  moment : 
that  they  pro&fled  the  moft  enthuiiaftic  attachment  to  their  > 
prince,    and  they  were   led    on  by  degrees,   fir  ft    to  the, 
ipprifonment,    next  to   the  overthrow  of  his  throne, .  and 
iaftly  to  the  naurder  of  their  Sov<:reign.     The  fame  effed^s, 
and  the  fame  enormities  might  be  produced  in  this  country  by 
the  fame  means,  if  not  timely  prevented.     We  had  afEliated 
iocieties  in  tKis  country.     What  were  the  views  and  princi^ 
pies  avowed  by  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  a  fociety 
2iat  had  not  denied  their  connection  with  the  clubs  in  France. 
Le(  them  trace  the  analogy  between  the  conduct  of  ihe  Lon* 
ion  Correfponding  Society  and  the  Jacobin  club  of  France.^ 

i.       I  Le^ 
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Let  them  obferve  the  ufe  the  London  Correfpending  Society 
had  made  of  the  liberty  of  the  proTs,  and  would  any  diTpaf- 
fionate  man  fay,  as  fome  noble  lords  had  done,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  was  not  at  ail  flmilar^ 
and  that  there  was  not  the  leaft^  nor  the  (malleft  analogy  be- 
tween that  conduct  and  the  conduA  of  the  Jacobin  Club.  The 
London  Correfponding  Society  called  for  a  reform,  when  it 
was  clear  a  revolution  was  their  objed.     What  had  been 
Che  libellous   and  atrocious  condud  of  the  hand-bills  diftri- 
buted  by  the  fociety;  they  defcribed  the  conftitutioa  and  go- 
vernment as  a  monarchy,  but  not  a  monarchy  limited  and  free. 
The  Houie  of  Lords  they  pronounced  vfelefs  i  the  Commons 
corrupt,  thejudges  corrupt,  and  recommended  to  ftrike  out  of 
all  the  records  the  word  monarchy,  and  infert  commonwealth. 
According  to  them  our  laws  were  abfurd  :  and  all  indi£tment!i 
drawn  up  in  the  King's  name  were  infamous  libels,  and  infulcs 
on  the  people.     **  When  they  come  to  ftatc  what  they  mean 
by  reform,  and  bring  forth  their  plans,  (faid  his  lordfhip,}  they 
then  tdl  us  of  univerfal  fufFrage  j^  chat  is,  the  univerfal,  inde- 
feafible  right  of  men,  which  cannot  be  bartered  away.     In 
order  to  reform  they  (av,  you  muft  put  an  end  to  boroughs  and 
corporations,  and  divide  the  kingdom  into  feSions:  every 
perfon,  except  a  peer  and  a  pauper,  may  vote  at  dedions. 
Their  language  betrays  them  -,  when  they  can  .fecure  a  ma- 
jority, they  will  then  have  a  Conftitutionial  Allembly.   Is  noC 
all  tKis  tenaing  to  involve  us  in  the  miferable  ftate  or  Fmnce? 
Such  are  the  notions  which  thefe  fociecies  are  attempting  to 
difTeminate,    By  every  method,  they  try  to  throw  abufe  and^ 
reproach  upon  the  aftual  government,  and  all  its  componeat 
parts,  upon  the  foverign,  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  whicn  with 
them  goes  for  nothing,  as  well  as  upon  die  reprefentative  Hoiife 
of  Commons.    There  is  not  an  exifting  circumfiance  of  the 
co^ftitution,  but  what  is  treated  as  an  uuirpation,  and  bearing 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people.     If,  indeed,  it  is  fit  that  thefe 
focieties  fhould  lift  their  hand  with  that  boldnefs  they  have 
done,  it  will  be  unaeceflfary  to  think  of  this  or  any  other  bill^ 
for  the  legiflattve  fundions  will  be  taken  out  of  your  hands* 
The  ftyle  of  their  petitions  and  remonftrances  difcover  the 
lame  dangerous  ipiri^  and  the  fame  nriticiples  that  has  charac- 
terized their  whole  condu£l/'    He  flattered  himfelf  that  it  was 
the  wiih  of  a  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  countrv, 
to  preferve  the  conftitution ;  where  a  contraxy  (pint  was  manu 
fefted,'  he  was  perfuaded  itivas  ckieflv  to  be  afcribed  to  mif- 
reprefenlation.     He  warned  the  Houie  of  the  danger  of  being 
lulled  intoafiital  fecurityiand  of  winking  amy  longeratfuch  pro* 
Vol.  11.  1795.  ,  Uu  ccedi^i 
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Ceedings ;  the  danger  was  real,  and  it  might,  he  faid,  come 
quicker  than  the  apprehendoos  of  the  moft  timid  might  lead 
them  to  fuppofe,  if  not  averted.  In  fa£^,  under  the  exifling 
circumftanccs,  it  would  be  unwife  in  any  government  to  re- 
main inactive,  when  it  was  fo  necelTary  to  apply  a  preventive 
in  time. 

Experience  h^^d  fliewn  that  the  cxifting  laws  were  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  put  a  (lop  to  the  e|ril ;  and  thence  arofe  the  necel&ty 
for  the  prefent  meafures,  which  he  muft  contend  did  not  ex- 
ceed that  neceffity,  nor  would  he  agree  that  the  bills  would 
operate  in  the  manner,  which  thofe  who  oppofed  them  wilhed 
to  have  it  underftood.    The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  him-  * 
felf  admitted  that  the  bill  allowed  the  right  of  petitioning;^ 
provided  meetings  for  fuch  purpof^s  confined  themfelves  within 
the  bounds  of  difcretion,  and  proceeded  in  an  orderly  manner. 
His  lordfliip  adverted  to  the  provifions  of  the  bill ;  and  obferved 
that  little  was  left  to  the  dikretion  of  a  magiftrate.  The  fubjedl 
matter  of  a  meeting  muft  be  reduced  to  writing,  figned  by 
feven  houfeholders,  which  the  magiftrate  had  to  conftder,  and 
was  not  left  to  a£t  from  fudden  impulfe.     If  he  a£led  raflily^ 
and  abufed  his  truft,  he  was  amenable  to  higher  powers,  and 
ft  ill  a  jury  had  to  decide  on  the  charge  againft  the  fuppofed 
culprit :  the  man  might  be  bailed  ;  and,  if  he  could  fhew  2 
juft  caufe^  the  perfon  feized  had  his  recourfe  in  law.     The 
power  of  the  magiftrate  was  not  uncontroulable :  after  five 
days  that  meeting  might  aflemble  again ',  or,  (houtd  the  magi^ 
flrate  z&  from  caprice,  injuftice,  or  corruption,  any  other 
^wo  juftlces  mieht  permit  the  aflembl^.     It  had  bAn  faid, 
'lAdeed,  that,  without  the  aid  of  the  bill,  it  was  the  magiftrate' s 
duty  to  arreft  a  man  fpeaking  treafon  ;  but  he  could  do  fo  the 
Hiore  efte£lually,  when  armed  with  the  provifions  of  the  bill : 
he  might  at  prefent,  indeed,  arreft  a  traitor ;  but  how  was  he 
to  be  fecured  from  a  refcue  ?  There  was  nothing  in  the  bill  by 
which  the  authority  of  the  magiftrates  could  be  attended  with 
any  real  danger  to  an  individual,  unlefs  where  it  ought  to  prove 
dangerous  ;^if  it  were  improperly  applied,  it  would  prove  an 
injury  to  the  magiftrate  bimfi:If.     His  lordftiip  aiked,  what 
was  the  fituation  of-  a^agiftrate  at  that  time,  and  what  magi* 
ftrate  had  nerves  and  Doldneis  enough  to  enforce  the  exifting 
law  without  additional  powers  ?  <<  He  goes  to  fuch  a  meeting  » 
when  there,  if  a  perfon  calls  out  '^  Spy  and  Informer,"    he 
and  his  conftables  get  huftled^and  knocked  down  in  the 
fcuffle,  uot  knowing  or  being  able  to  afcertain  who  ftruck  firfl. 
It  cannot  be  expcdted  tBat  anv  magiftrate  will  run  his  head  at 
fuch  ^  ritkintoa  mob.     But  oy  the  bill,  when  the  magiftrate 

declared 
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declares  the  purpofc  of  the  meeting  to  be  within  the  reftric- 
tions  of  the  bill,  it  bc.omes  the  people's  duty  to  difperfc  j  and  ' 
at  their  peril  if  they  do  not,  according  to  fimilar  provifions  in 
the  Riot  Act ;  an  Ad  which  was  pafled  foon  after  the  acccf-  * 
fion  pf  the  prefent  family  to  the  throne,  and  to  which  the 
prcfcrvation  of  order  in  this  country  has  been  greatly  owing ; 
and  I  defy  any  man  to  produce  a  fingle  inflance  In  which  that 
aA  has  been  abuled.*'  It  was  no  eafy  matter  to  convert  an 
aft  of  Parliament  int»  an  abufe,  becaufe  the  law  was  flrong 
enough  to  reach  any  abufe  committed  under  the  fan6tion  of 
its  authority.  His  lordfhip  added  a  variety  of  other  pointed 
arguments  in  juftiHcation  and  fupport  of  the  bill. 

The   Earl  of  Lauderdale  began  his  (peech  with  a  dire£l 
attack  on  the  argjment  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  had 
jttft  fat  down,  which  he  arraigned  in  moft  of  its  parts,  as  a 
feeble  and  infufficient  anfwer  to  the  able  fpcech  of  his  noble 
and   learned   friend  (Lord    Thurfow,)  who   had   with  fuch' 
powerful  reafonin^  expofed  the  deformity   of  the  bill,  and 
ihewe^l  incontrovcrtibly,  that  while  it  efFcfled  to  recognize 
and  fecure  tne  rignt  ot  the  fubjeft,  freely  to  diicufs  exifting 
grievances,  to  petition,  to  complain,  and  to  remonfttate  re- 
Ijpeamg  them,  it  put  that  right  under  fuch  fevfere,  harlh,  and 
unprecedented  reilraints,  thar  it  might  juftjy  bef:iid  to  have  put 
that  fpecies  of  freedom  in  fetters.     After  recapitulating  feveral 
of  the  moft  ftriking  of  the  obfervatiohs  made  by  Lord  Thurr 
low,  his  lordfhip  adverted  to  the  argument  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  anJ  animadverted  upon  it  without  referve.    Complaint^' 
he  obfervcd,  Jiad  been  made  by  the  noble  fecretary  ttf  great 
mifreprefentation  having  been  induftrioufly  held  out  with  re-, 
fped  to  the  two  bills.     1  hat  mifreprefentation  had,  however^ 
chiefly,  he  muft  contend,  arifen  from  thofe  who  had  brought 
them  forward.     One  of  the  inftances  produced  was,  that  no. 
number  of  perfons  (hould  be  allowed  to  meet  above  the  num- 
ber of  a  family.     Thatfingular  rcftridion  had  adually  been 
an  obje£t  in  the  contemplation  of  the  mover  of  the  bill,  and 
had  been  ftated  by  him  when  he  firft  opened  it,  though  after* 
vrards  it  was  relinquifhed.     No  man  could  be  j^uilty  of  more 
profe  mifreprefematidn^  with  lefped  to  the  preicnt  bill,  than 
if  he  were  to  take  a  copy  of  the  bill  for  the  better  fecurity  of 
fits    Maiefty's    perfon,     and  affirm  that  was    the  bill  as 
amended   in  the  committcp.     Either  minif^ers  were  fo  rafh 
in  their  attempts  upon  the  rights  <^f  the  people,  as  afterwards  to 
be  forced  to  defift  from  their  cnterprize,  trom  a  confcioufnefs 
of  their  inability  to  carry  it  through,  as  they  were  fo  loofe  and 
indefinite  in  the  defcription  of  their  own  ads,  as  to  leavt  room 
for  miftake  and  mifapprehenfion.    Except,  therefore,  be  were 

U  tt  a  '  capable 
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capable  of  diving  inta  the  minds  of  the  noble  Iords,^and  exert- 
ing  a  prophetic  power  with  refpei^  to  what  might  be  their  future 
determination,  it  w^iis  impoffible  to  give  a  juft  charadler  of  their 
meafures.     They  were  always  found  to  concede  exadly  in 

^  proportion  to  the  prefltire  upon  them  from  the  people  ',  and  it 
was  impoffible  to  mark  the  point  of  the  concefiion  at  which 
they  meant  to  flop,  until  they  had  afcertained  the  degree  of 
preiTure.  His  lordfliip  referred  to'  the  times  of  Charles  II. 
from  which  the  prefent  bill  was  taken.  Had  that  reign  beea 
lefs  dtftinguifhed  by  riotous  or  tumultuous  proceedings  on 
account  of  the  ena^ments  of  the  bill  from  which  the  prefent 
one  was  copied  ?  Had  feverity  of  punifhment  ever  been  founds 
in  the  contemplation  of  a  wife  legiilature^  the  moft  e£Fe£hial 
method  to  check  the  tnormity^  or  diminifih  the  fre^ency,  of 
crimes  ?  In  fubfequent  periods,  when  the  right  ofpetitioning 
had  been  exercifed  with  confiderable  boTdnefs  and  freedom,  no 
mifchief  or  danger  had  been  found  to  enfue. 

A  noble  lord  had)  he  obferved,  mentioned  a  theatrical  licence, 
and  ftated  it  to  he  a  reftridion  fimilar  to  that  impofed  by  the 
prefent  bill.  Had  he  been  in  parliament  when  the  bill  was 
brought  in  for  thai  licence,  he  ffaould  then  have  been  found  in 

^the  minority.  He  defired  their  lordfliips,  however,  to  recoUefl 
the  elegant  and  forcible  fpeech  of  Lord  Chefteriield  upon  that 
CKTcafion :  That  noble  Earl  warned  the  Houfe  not  to  deprive 
men,  who  bad  nothing  but  their  talents  to  depend  on,  of  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  their  bread  :  adding,  <^  thank  God, 
your  lordinips  have  fomething  more  fiibftantial  than .  your 
talents  to  fubiift  on.'' 

He  declared  he  coniidered  this  meafure  as  chiefly  dangerous, 
becaufe  it  was  conneded  with  a  fyftem  of  encroachment.  In 
which  cYtry  flep  ought  to  be  watched  with  the  utmoft 
jealoufy.  One  encroachment  it  was  obvious  was  only  in- 
tended to  pave  the  way'for  another.  It  was  faid  that  this  bill 
was  meant  only  to  laft  for  three  years.  Did  the  Houie,  how* 
ever,  believe  that  minifters  would  flop  there  i  At  the^xpiration 
of  the  thre^  years,  it  would  be  contended,  that  thefe  meafures 
had  been  attended  with  no  danger  to  liberty ;  and  fome  mea« 
fure  of  a  complexion  fiill  more  arbitrary  would  in  all  proba«. 
bility  be  propofed.  The  bill  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  ia 
formidable  as  fome  noble  lords  had  imagined,  and  the  reafoi^ 
why  lie  thought  fo,  was  becaufe  its  abfurdity  defeated  its  mif- 
chief. It  was  diiefly  alarming,  becaufe  it  broke  the  graiui 
line  of  demarcation  and  becaufe  it  paved  the  way  for  mea^ 
iiires  ftiU  more  dangerouf  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed.  Far 
nrhat purpofes couldit  be fuppofcd  tbut  9  &9b  was  aimc^d  at jth^ 

\itai^ 
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vitalt  of  the  oonSitution,  except  wit6  a  vitir  to  its  utter  de- 
ftni^on  i  So  much*  had  die  right  of  petitioning  been 
tcfycAcd  in  former  times^  that  it  had  even  been  determined 
that  petitions^  containing  libellous  matter^  and  libellous  hand- 
bills, diftributed  at  the  door  of  the  Houfe,  (hould  not  be  pro- 
fecuted.  The  ooble  and  learned  lord,  who  Teemed  better 
acquainted  with  the  French  biftory  than  with  Engliih  law, 
feemcd  neverdielefs  to  have  formed  his  notions  of  petitionina; 
upon  the  maxims  uf  Robefpierre,  who  pafled  a  clecree  againft 
petitioning)  and  reftrained  it  under  very  fevere  penalties 

Another  curious  argument  urged  in  favour  of  the  Bill  bis 
Lordfliip  faid  was,  that  it  tended  to  prote£l  the  magiftrate  in 
the  execution  of  his  duty.  So  far  from  this  being  likely  to  be 
the  cafe,  his  own  idea  was  that  it  would  tend  to  render  the 
fiiin&ions  of  the  magiftrate  more  odious,  and  his  perfon  more 
ihlecure.  It  had  been  alfo  faid  that  this  Bill  would  give, 
courage^  the  maeiftrates.  He  did  not.bpwevcr  fuppolie  that 
there  was  any  quality  in  the  Bill  which  would  communicate  to 
the  txiagiftrate  a  freik  portion  of  valour,  or  fupply  the  der 
ficiency  of  his  nerves.  The  true  ground  of  the  Bill  was  this, 
minifters  having  plunged  the  country  into  a  fituation  of  un- 
exampled calamity,  bavins  wafted  its  blood  and  treafure  in 
the  profecution  of  a  fruitlels  and  unprofitable  war,  in  order  to 
fcreen  themfelves  from  the  confequences of  their.mifcondu^^, 
had  recourfe  to  thefe  meafures  in  order  to  deprive  the  people 
of  England  of  the  right  of  remonftrance,  and  the  priA^ilege  of 
COOQplaint. 

His  Lofdfhip  adverted  to 'the  condu£l  of  minifters  with 
refped  to  the  loan,  which  he  contended  afforded  a  proof  of  the 
moft  grofs  incapacity  on  their  part,  an  incapacity  which  had 
been  attended  with  confequences  as  pernicious  (o  the  publick 
as  the  moft  fliamelefs  corruption  could  have  been.  He  men-* 
tioned  the  following  anecdote:  a  Swedifh  min^nifter  had  a 
fon  who  was  appomted  to  fome  diplomatic  fituation }  the 
youth  wiflied  to  decline  the  appointment,  aliedging  his  in- 
capacity and  want  of  experience :  *<  Go,  my  fon,  (faid  the 
father,)  you  will  find  folly  enough  among  ftatefmen  to  keep 
your  errors  in  countenance;  you  will  foon  be  convinced 
fuam  parva  fapientia  mundus  regiturJ*  Had  he  lived  in  the 
prefent  times,  and  had  the  miilion  of  his  fon  been  to  a  B.  itifli 
Court,  in  order  to  remove  all  apprehenfions  with  re/pe^L  to 
bis  incapacity,  Lorc^Lauderdale  obferved  it  would  have  been 
jieceflary  for  him  to  have  faid,  **  Go  to  England.** 

Thi  Earl  rf  Mansfield  faid,  he  would  intrude  upon  their 
Lprdibips  but  for  a  few  momentt^oriy.    At  that  late  hour  be 

would. 


ALiJlof  the  Minwitfwha  V^Uti  ^igt^in/t,  tbe^  BiU  to  prevent 
Seditious  Meetingi  and  ^fnibfies. 

Diiket  of  Norfolk  'SaiU  of  BeiboioiigH 

NorThiimbfritad  Moira 

Bedford  Guildford 

Grafton  Shafllbury 

]b(Arqti*t  9f  Laiifdowa  ^       -    -               Thanet 

£aKl4  of  Darby  Lords  Say  and  Scle 

I^audcrdale  '                                  Thurlow 

Suffbllc  Chedworth    . 

Abingdon  ^                      St.  John 

Albesmarle  Teynluuiv 
Efmont. 

The  Proxietwcre  the  Dukes  of  itorthwnbeiiand  and  Grafloo  }  Earls  CiiUi^  ' 
Ibk4  Skafciburyy  Thanety  and  Lord  Tisynhaii^ 


PROTESTS 

Jgainft  the  BiU  to  prevent  Seditious  Meetings. 

Bacav&y.  Xq  prcfent  pedtions  to  die  Throne  ^nd  the  two  Hbufes  of  Parllionottt  *' 
has  at  aU  tirn/ea  been  ^e  undoubfef  right  of  the  Abjeds  of  this  realm {  the  fret** 
nd  unlimited  enjoyinent  of  which  was  one  of  the  maay  bleflings  reftored  by  the 
lUvulutiaoj,,and  invariably  continued  in  itt  folleU  extent,  as  well  during  rimes  oT 
internal fi»mo)otion. as,  of  estemal  danger*    We  therefore  cannot  eonfeot* to  a 
BiU  wlvch  ^iis  fettett  the  rights  of  ^  peopk,  tr^  impoles  reArsints  on  that 
freodon^  of  ipcech^  XoAifi  e^iAence  of  which  the  preftnradoo  of  all  our  libertiaa 
may  be  afcribed,|  and  from  the  fuU|  fttt  and  condftued  ^xeiciie  of  which  is  On^ 
xited  the  iit^y  thfirader  that  dlftlnguiflies  a  free  people* 
•  ^  lYeffoiky  iDbetiarle,  * 

iuflToIky  Laudcrdaley 

MuSMnif        PonTonbyj 
Dcriiy,  BedforAb 

ChMNvQlti^ 


TMt^  becaule^  though, we  cordially  agi]pe  In  the  above  ^nnd  ofprbteft,  yet  wl- 
think  It  furdier  neceflary  to  ftate^  that  although  the  Bill  indiiftiiouAy  difplays  tile 
acknowledged  ri^ht  of  Englilhmen,  a  right  elfential  to  a  free  confutation,  of  de- 
liberating on  grievance*  in  church  or  ftjte»  and  of  preferring  to  the  King,  and 
each  Houfe  of  Parliament,  petitions,  complaints,  reinonftrances  and  dccfarations 
thereupon,  yet  at  proceeds.^to  lay  the  whole  exerdje  of  that  Important  and  facied 
privilege  under  a  reil^aint  aa^  difcpunteotnce|  Which  dlrcdlv  and  abibfutety  an* 
nihiiates  the  rij^u 

ftdly,  Bcfiattle  the  fe^erc  provifions  of  diis  BIU  not  only  apply  to  all  affemblies 
convAed  by  the.  exertions  of  privste  (ubje£&  in  tlie  manner  ezpii^sly  chimed  Tor 
£og^ihalea  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  but  to  all  the  odirr  alfcmblSes  mentioned  in  the 

■.  .  .  A«; 


■ftcibly  as  ft  heiani  Mmt-migitMiKit  ^  vMoK  ofert  JBftnraC  «eiMe.a9ii«lM* 

.libe  ^os  an!  tp  409  or:0i4er  to*  W  doM*.  idl  foidi  oAiy  MMBiSt  aB4  tUi^ 
Oiie  may  requite.'*  ,•     .  ... 

Ktmf  altli9i«hU  brnec  viiic%  prev|4«4»  tM  4eUbq9tii]^  on  ^y  ^ipffnce, 
.4A.<(]^kIi  or  iViUx  &ati.  be  dMowd  a  crime,  cnept  tl^a  a(faq^Mig>  eonvca^  \(y 
private  fubjc€tty  yet  the  .a^c-aiciitiaaed  4uithorit^  to  attack  aan  iwtdw^.  d^- 
cottrfe  CO  fach  ^9^  to  be  dealt  with  according  Co  law,  doesfo  flagrandy  imply  it> 
that  the  aeal  of  anj  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  ihould  To  underftand  the  phrafe,  may 
rq^rd  this  as  afibrding  ampiecountenance  to  his  eflorts.  Happily,  in  Che  dafs  of 
magiftrates  io  this  country  are  mgn  whofe  worth  and  honour  render  them  refpedl- 
able ;  but  we  cannot^  forzet  that  many  £re  not  only  appointed  by  the  minifter 
during  his  pleafure,  *fi«(f-aK  tn  a  ftate  ^  apparent  foHjtoftion  to  has  caprice ;  and 
fome,  even  paid  by  himfnr  the  «Ktrciic  of  their  aflic^,  have  their  dependence  oa 
that  caprice  for  their  daily  bread.  It  is  therefore  but  too  eafy  to  forefee  how  fuch 
an  occafion  ^11  be  ippiiel 

>'  Tlke>«iy  fr*pofitio»  of  any  maiter  whkh  Adli  md  tn  iflitiMr  ei  $M'Vp  tha 

fbtfl^  lA'balicd  or  ooattiapCof  Iftife  fOfeeflmtiil  mi  ^wftiMitiaa  of  tbailtate^'iM 

tiy  flMr  cftdUi&ed,  makes  ihe  •aflsmbly  liaUe  to  hH  dlfperfed  by  a^y  ooa  ^m  Df 

Ai  'pe^'  ttQdkr  the  pain  «f  lebuiy,  without  beMlIt  «f  clergy  if  Wy  tw^hbil- 

^min  together  «n  hoar  after  prociamttion,  even  though  they  iMuld  nottMaeMcfn 

tiie^Ktb^d  bnftieft.'  Nay«  if  anj  one  jnfiice fial!  think  fi  to  aiicft  atiy-feMn 

llidldShg  any'ancbarTe  to' the  ittovd  eifeft,  to  be  'desk  with'  accar€n^'t^iifw^  «iid 

ihall  meet  with  obftrudion,  whether  the  orator  knd  bbtliUiftDr  be  fcriftfkti^  -or  rsk^ 

the  whole  allembly  is  lial^kc  t»  bo  trwttd  in  thit^harft^  and  unprecedented  manoer. 

/. .  Mw<^«  Otf  to  which  C|if fe  tangible  ^pfefueocca  are  aKached,  it  «naw)idabir, 

.beUiff  |^4>ecellary  inddeat  to  the  ^xercife  of  the,  right  j  for  i>e  grievaj^ce,  can  \tz 

^  Mf de  .^be  fy^y^,  <>(  «ei^bfratioi)p  «»uch  left  com^ii^At  and  letotm^ancey  without 

drawing  down  upon  it^fibat  ediutt,  which  its  inured  tehdwc^,  or  that  contempt 

wtliAk,  ill  itbTufd  inoQi^niitf  may  feeo^  lo  Aerit|  that  iv  without  rcprefcotittg  it  as 

»  fdct^ce.    So  cKat'aii  gc^li^y  even  vfithovt  ft(^^io|S,  fan  never  be  wa^tag  f  o 

^iBP^sthefumMf  o^cblslfraiu^.:    -  _         ,'^.;     . 

~"  9ilyr  Becai|fechff|n!«iifHiosirti^cff^«fi^9f«)^s  a  Mrorthy  fe^tfel 

t9  ifae  fefegoing  meafoieif  .^  |Sqni«f«<«in  prinoipb,  but  csi^  an  etteiit  and  feppUce- 

- tl0Q»    Tie  pnibibftiocrvf  anSiznifi  d'^m^i  fr/f*  Um^  etw^ipiims  fjwmtmntt 

^/iiitfy»  at  iMMtingi'ttot  iMtfo«cd:  bf  ^e  ibotd  occafion  of  a  Irce  pfopie  ip. 

f4]|lngto|hMrle|iilaiafe>tM9eThif«i  pdvott  h]Ar«aMO»  ztA  the  frccdoa  of-pmate 

48fce«rfe.     Tho  porafjl'bf  bookt,  tecdmaaenflBd  by-ufiiMrfaLefteem,  and  the 

mthority  of  names  the  moll  veneHble,  it.aB  indiilgeike^  JiftWMret,  that  ftiU  le* 

aaim.    We  Woiify tfeiUddeo  t4>  ta)k  of  u(ha«  chty  coitaiiu  • 

i'  *  Hi^thierti^  thkit  it^te  bi»uillctt' Aufyg»thualbiefto%.t»  «irl(lbc  If  nMWikits 

diliecence  between  this  impaired  date  of  EngVUb  liberty,  and  thaL  itfakh.  «as  lb 
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at  .WOOITFiab'S  PARLIAMENTARY  RBFQRTS^  [C^Miioiii, 
itoWf  >4eilianM,  ttod  fo'  liooMrably.tiofKe^dy.ftt  the  «ifpktcms  era  of  our  hap^ 
Bll«gl«riOlii  trvdliitidik^  Itli  in  viln  €h»tr  Hy  te  nipi<iky>  withMirfaichfliii  Kll 
has  p#06ee4ed|  the  fedtionty  conplBtiitf,  retnonitranca^  and  other  acMicffM  of  «b 

-  Iftkated  pMplc,  haii^  heeiv  evaded.  It  ii  in  vahi  to  hopethat <tlie  length  of  (iae  £to 
which  it  is  to  endure,  will  lay  the  public  anxiety  to  ileep. 

•  Yhe  people  cannot  c'eafe  to  ^ari  this  iovafion  of  their  rights  with  grief  and 
difinay.    They  feel  wtth 'us,  ^a!t  e^en  indifference  would  extitoguiih  this  ftiiid»- 

'  mental  francKfe,  thir  fafegward  of  our  liberties  for  ever.  "T 

BeoroKDy 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. . 

Wednesday,  December  g,  - .     • 

wakeman's  divorce  BILU^  \     'm 

>  The  Hoiife  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  CommiMfiCjnpon 
this  Bill,  Mr.  ff^gley  in  the  chair,  evidence  was  beard  tQpi^o^ 
the  ceremony  of  the  marriage,  tbe  fubfequ^f^t.  clop^iQQ)^  Qf 
Mrs. 'Wakeipant  aud.her  fincc  living  in  adultery,  with,  y^ijous 
.  peiions.  The  Bill  contained  a  claiifc;  for  baftardizing  J^b?  if^ 
.  of  three  children  which  the  Lady  had  iince  her  feparatioij  jxogl 
her  bufliand.  .  The  .$ill  pafled  the  Comtnittj^,  <^d  vijis  Re- 
ported without  any  amendment.  -     -  .^    .^       ..... 

CALL  OF  TITB  HOUSE'.'     '  '         '    . 

Mr,  Oiie,  of  Norfolk,  having  oBfcrved,  that  the  fcbfftefs 
upon  which  the  call  of  the  Houie  was  ori^rnallv  movfcd/wate 
no  longer  pref&ng,'  propofed  that  the  order,  tot  calling  thb 
Houfe  over  on  Friday  the  i  itb,  be  difcharged. 

3^e  Chancetior  ef  the  Excheqteer  faid;  he  did  not  underftadd 
diftinfily  what  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  by  dating 
that  the  bufmefs  which  produced- the  call  wav  no  Icmger  pneff-  * 
ing.  The  bufinefe  wiais^  the'  meafure  to  be  propofed  (oq  that 
day  by  the  Corn  Committee;  <of. which  notice  had  breAgWen 
'  in  order  that  tbe  Houfe.  might  come  into  an  aflbicia^ion^  to:iife 
a  particular  kind  of  bread,  with  tbe  hope  an4^expedatioft^lhaC 
their  authority  krtd  example  might  be  JoUowikI  by  the^publiii^ 
To  carry  thisu&ful  plan  into  eff^d  would  require  as.  full :10I 
attendance  as- could. ppiiibly  be  procared.  .i.un 

Mr.  Coke  obj^ed  to  the  prQpo&l  of  caUipg  th^.  megiiM^ 
to.tbe  uUe^ia order  to  iign. their  names .io:.V)y.kiacb^ of 
agivemeoc     -l  ,..j.      ;i      .;. ..  ». 


Dec. VI  '     WOODFALt>S  !>ARLIAA|]W'bA!CV**I^OftTS,  '        J^  * 

'  The  Cbctnc^  nf  thi  Uxchiquer  tfrcnight  the  pfoprictf  bf 
anv'tneafurc  Would  always  be  beft  drfcttfltd  When  Jt  was  di-* 
rec^y  'before  the  hbufej  •  he  profeffed  his' dpihi6n  hbweVcr  to 
Ws^  that  the  beft  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  to  difie£la 
pafieV  to  be  dcpofitpd  in  fome  cowvenient  place;  wte¥e  SC 
iDTgfif  5c*}i^ncrfby  fiich'riicmbers  as  thought  propel."  '   -  -*     • 

®^WT^rS7w//fc  declared  he  wks  averfeto  anymearure^-lioW'^- 
evcr  beneficial  irt  its  confequences,  which  was  mtended.toh^^ 
the  tafcftili^rs  of  that  houfe  und«r  any  kind  of  compiilfioii.  • 

JAt'^'Shrndctn  concurred  in  the  lin^e  opinion,  and'tfAahi-' 
taineS^ftfo'bc  a-dtretft  hri6de  bf'comptjlfid^i,  foonded  on'U  batf*' 
precedent  in  the  r^igirof  WlHiam  Ilfi-to^iput  memberjpffi  thlt-^ 
fitjation,  that  they  muft  either  fign,  or  openly  refufe  t6  fi^nl 
any  ^ffbciatrdn  v^hateVer;  It  was  fingulat  enough,  that  while 
itiinifters  were  foclamwr  ous  in  decryitt^'ever^*  thing  of  French.! 
ihftttution  or  i^ahiple,  they  were  from' day  to  day  adopting' 
French  meifores'  in  thfeir  own  pradice.  /The  example  likpoh- 
>Wiich '  this*  pi^opdfition  was  founded^- rtiight  he  feen  in^tte* 
•*  appel  fiomrTTatywtcxif  -the  very  worft  Aufcs  in  the  dtfibe^ 
ratioris  of  tHe' Fi^cPir  Ct)nventl6n. 

'  The  ChancelloV^'  of  ihe  Exchequer  Tfcpeatei  his  opinion  of 
the  propriety  elf  Sfpofitih^  ^n  agreernent  of  thte  nature  ^Imftl 
to  in  fonixe  convenient  place.  If  Mf*.  Sheridan  difcove^edifty- 
fiitiilarity  in  the  Parliamentary  proceedings  .of  the  r^igii'  of 
William  III.  and  the  aff'el  ««m/W/of  the  French  Cenvcfiit^ony 
itw^snofauliofh!^.    .  y"'     '  •    .        •  .     . 

'  After  fome  farther*  doAtferTafcion,  *Mr.  Coke  confentcd  ta 
wIHfdraw'his  motion"  '    ^  '^^  ^  .  ^  . .    . 

^.  ,  .•  ^.-  .,-!  GENEKALS,  IN  "iNI^XA*^.  [  V'  //.*      '• •,.  "  ^  . 

Genereil  Smith  V^oyti  zn  Ad^fcfs  •(?  his.,J^jcfty,  PW^S; 
that  there  he  laid  befpce  i\^  houCe,  a.l^ft  pf^fh^  pfficer^  qa  jtbev 
Itte-promotionf  now  (enyiiig  ^  Geporalsinjndia.     . 
.  }Au  Secretary  l>undas  repKed,  tbii^t  he  bad  no.objefiipn  tOt 
the  prbdudipn  of  the  lift,  of  officers. ip,  h\diz  lately  promoted, 
tpthi^  rank  of. Generals;  but  he  was  unabl/;  to  tell  what^ 
^QQr»;  might  at  piefen^be  .(erving. under  a  letter  of  f^^cyice. 
itt  ithjat'  capaicky .  Wb9.  mights  not  be  geperals. 
r'SimrfiiSmttb  declared;  he  was  grrfe^ly  ready  tatpodify 
and  aiAend  his  motion  fo  a^  tp  make  it  coincide  with  the  right 
honourable,  gentleman's  own  ideas.    He  accordingly  withdrew 
hit  Imotion  for  the  prefeot.     ^ 

REGVLATIOH  CUP  LABdlTRERS  WAGES. 
Mr.  TVhitbread^  jun.  broUght  up  a  ©ill  to  eftabie  Juftices  at 
fte  Quarter  Seilions  to*  regulate  the  price  of  labour^  which. 
was  read  a  firft  time. 
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)^34f  j^«  ipotii^  $9|c  jtjbo^ecux^  the  Ctttncfikr  0fibe 

£^^H}*f'"J^^^J'^  iP:!^^^^  '^  -but  merely 'to  rcnWrk  tt^t 
itwj^ iaVOffibJ^.  JjPjf .  ^ijyr  •gcndcman  cd.be  awari^.  that  fome  if, 
t^^l»fl#  iifippft^  fmd  n>qft  dqlicatq  poiot^  were  involved  la 
its  'J9^  .were  t^ey  le&jis^runt  or.lefis  dtlicate  pa  ^ccpuh^ 
of  the  temporac]j  fcaccity  on  which  thp  Bill  was  intrdhicrQd. ! 
H^..theM£jre  r^^queifled/ia  the  inanner  of  m 
n^ .  ¥poa,  o^t^f^  ^^i^P^^f?!*^  occafxons,  that  if   he.  ajgreeii  .to 
tHe  fe^pnd  feadiag  of  the.JB^ilI,  he  might  be  uiidermod  not 
tQ'^P9i9Ht  himfejf,  in  ca^  be  fhoold  fee  occafion  tc>^<IUiMte 
(V^  .of  ^e  dau&s  or  proviiioQS  of  the  BiJ)  hereafter  ^  fti^  dt« 
tbi?  feinc  time  he  fuppofe4;tihci;e  could  be  no  obje^on  t«\  ,tBe 
lyiiningpfthcKU-,  •, .   V    .  .         .   ... 

.  ^.«^fZ>/;^Mf^jtun.  i^id,  if  the  fuggefiion  iiad  not  beea] 
lyf^by^the  right  k<vTour^Ie  gqntl/^m^n,  his  intentiofis  ivas,' 
to  h«fV<{.sn^ved  (ofoe  4iftaht  day  for  tjaicing  i^^ji^tp  cooiuioia.<«[ 
tion  ;,'and,'in  th^;  jntervali  that  it  be  printed.  He  explain.cd; 
t^  nature  of  it  to  be.  ^rponded  upon  pn  ASt  of  the  5th  of 
£Ut;a^th|.  which  .alri)SN|y/  authori&s.magiftratei  .to  fix  tb9> 
maximum  of  labour,  but  not  the  minimum i^ixb;U  ASty^. 
Ii^fai;.f]cfc^ivi?i  fb^>tt4id  not;  fufl^cietvly.  eoipower  themr  to* 
^^fitn.iC,  BejttHen  faid  h^  i^puld  pi;<apofe  aij  jparly  day  j^ftei . 
.thfl holidays fpr the /cpp^daatidn.   ^  "      .   '   ,       i      ..  ; 

'.i^r.  J^ii^  obje^lcd.altogether  to  the  priqci|^  of  thie^^ill/' 

.MAk^^  r^>^.AM{  the  BiU  was  uudf)vbt^/ily,'a  Bill  of  gie^ 
delicacy  and  importance ;  with  refped  to  wjircb,  he  aijmitced*: 
tto^!.lf:!S9^\cof)fid9(f«ble  extent  there  mig)itcxii^,  a  ratsoaal.^if«* 
ference  of  opinion.  The*  A6k  of  Elizabeth,,  sis  hi6  honour-, 
able  friend  [had  truly  ftated^  empowered  the  jufi ices  to  fix 
the  highcft  price  of  l.ab6dr,  bi/t  it  gave  therti  no  power  to  fix 
tie  Ibiiift.  It  fccur ed  t*e  mtAet  froni k  rift  which  eooM  but 
ftiifott-oec^rv  t>f  %e1Wg  ^^har^  exorbiYant^y  'for  the  •qticMit^ 
of  fcryice;  but^it  did  lidt  atttAo^ife  tiVe  mAgJtrtftefo'pfOtett. 
the  [klor  ftoHi  the  injuft?^  of  a  getf,\hg  Btyi  ^^nrdfiici^kis^tttn- 
^6vW;>ho  migte b^  dKpdM to  mkcadWiktage  of  theirnc-? 
dcfttie^,  and  iMYderi^afnW  <he  hitc  of  their  fervice.  »  M^ltbe^ 
price^ofhbouri^aJi  ae^quate'to  tht  fttpport  of  th«  poor>iiv 
ordinary  times,  thoi^!i  rra^  equal  tb  the  aeeJdetitat  high^cei 
of  pr6^fions'  at  the-  prefent  nfoment,  it  might  be  cootmitd^ 
'  that  fhere  was  left  ncceffity  for  an]^  new  teftflative  nrgubti^fi* 
TaWng  the  average  prk*e  df  labduf  howeter  tor  fiMine^ftarf: 
paft,  including  that  period  during  which  thie  <earcity4)id 
operated,  no  math  cbCild  dtiiy  thtt  the  price  of  labour  was 
SC^aily  (fi^ropoitionaDs  to  the  rate^iof  provifions.  That  the 
genocffi  price  cf  iaboMfrlbo^fld  be  adequate  to  the  fupport  oif  the 
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fgm^^J^^^  of;  4tw:fpmtiji!i)}ty  ^^s  ,indifpi%Uy  .a  rmht. 
pK^y^^lcn  «/;!  hey  ^Jl  !i;neyirt  s^  x^fSX  ^xcf rulvne  taX:  wa&  exaOed 
filimtl^  f:(Mt«try>  vn4^r  t^f.f)eooqai.n^ti9)9  ^  poor,' rates.  ai)4' 
ilm*Mhi^i^^i9^  ffiu0,b€:f>i)njii>wcd.  U  .was  wj>f^rAood  that. 
tit$kififbtf^V9fm  GO^W,«^p|jfy^but  ihofc  fevr,  to.wbo^,  front- 
fMri/lfi^'^iKp^^m^t^  .jfh^x,  LiJ)aur migjit  not  be  fu^. 
«i«»tJ4bpw^^ii«5^:i«e^a«^adeq^  He  feared,; 

JW»W«.lJ^f  fbttffWi^e;  WRthe  fiale^  <hat  the  exceptftw- 
mkvMk-ff^V*^ t9^^k^ ^iHL w^od^rwd /uficient .mctfns  of. 
fiMftoilMlfi»>9Vl^«kMb9pr,.^a^^  that.  t^ci^cajjiwCi  of  thW 
l|llMiJin«i|NM><tf  iheiwWtfinijj  w^re  imdii;.;tb?^ieceffitjr:ofr 
applying  to  this  fund  For  relief..  „  Jr  the  hvm/i^l^  w^f^propofed^ 
Wfwei^  fcrtH.aiHi#^9Wiw%  i^'pr^icr  to|rW6f  tl^Mnfelyes  to 

*P;p«flifff;9f  }thftifcafsi^ w^ugjit.  tbey  not  Jn  jwftjce,  put  the 
fi«cjiioiilQ.fo«m  g^kjafeciaiioft ^^  wJ^-.tp fai/*Q :^<j  prise.'<» 
l»b#uf.  W  A.r<|C{  pfrfippr|H>p4fe;tO;^^f.fr>c^:pfr  }j^e  afiici^ 
of[iiibfiftflnc«  I '.  ^il)).*i%iYiejir,  be  callfil  ^on;  tj^  houf^^jjj 
^Qiilfdiii:  Ihp  pHnicipU  «ff rte>ft ^1  aipd  it$)p5ovi|iftp^ .  J^j  tK^ 
confidcr  it2a$t.W.fe|j«#(fli^.^jfp5fn^§n<f,^h<»  I^  ^ 

sVkfiM'fiMbA  ti^;  lN«#(.?>f>>£/H)pJ^^  .9f  ^^S-lt  anight /^f^raCt,  in 
tHme.'|c^.fmlPdr^botrfh»Il»  b^;^M><l:SallHP90  4i>^.4<>  >^.^^«lf 
|f»  chciilb^^i  in  (^^q^nftit^fifti^  vip)|^;^:j,4|ii|j|«b  jhf  q9uW  nU^ 
lMi|tetJroin'4Nev<oinpkdv'o/^>9C  J«ocn^i$fA^&^^4^  thj^t  thif 
iiirat^.ifipMrpfth4  fyy^dw.bl^cb  WoiiWfiti*Ye  rgr^t  wcigbtr 
Inj»./rei^  .««Mmryiiv$bfiigkPfVt  >od|)t  PbfW«w'pij«"8'*5  nffJ^ 
tp..4f9m4  Mil  iki^  S^M,l^if^,^'yQ^{  ■i^T\Mu^'^^^.9!fl 
members  of  Parliament,  ali.t^£r  ^m^f^(kS^'i  »|^u^c4,iipoi!i^ 
OBecQiOng^  »ny  ./rau^hifgc^vi^J  ft.^firyDfew/^F^rtionsjf.who 

9om»gi  fn,».<^mitry\  Ijkfj.thifo  Ov^  tlj^.]geiyf?^mi^f*^:4^ 
likotociog)  perli^f  «be  <;o«niniHiitiri  <a«ej>jing|  tl)q&;W^o^J^ 
ja*«d  rclielifton^  thf  b^pt^y;  ««d» jgf»ef<J^|fy,,9f^fQ4;widj»;iji^ 

friiv>lc£«r«S(freM)mj?  ^  ^4f)n^t|^^  fb^ji^apiy  <tf  4^e  Tip)i  i«fm 
kutea^fjand  «kwlabif^;t^(^5iiHWi.^c^'^aj^v$r^Iowi  jt^ 
Ibofe  wlipfwei^  .ilm.  ip<4l  .M^i|iiiV)d'  ft^ci^ftrioi^.  manbi^.,o( 
teietjr^  4)0ula,depeisi4  MpCfnT^/oi^dr^  pr^^iV^M§;«a{i.d<^fl4i1 
ibA:«»  dm  i€w:«a6w»l  ^typtig^  i4ytiW-fr«»:  thfl  i)c*iot)^  qf:t^ 
^Aienri.*;  I£  iU,W(»^m.9^^\i^^^  MdBf9irAWO;y^ar$)  I)W| 
fiich^aftiU^  putev^y  m#fUW¥lir-th^  A^«fl|ty :of, mIyi|igifo4 
cbo  aid  of  paroehial  c)u«ity,  and  if  ylh^qr^in^ance  con** 
fthM^:4t  pp/iiive  diiq^ab^M^iwi  wK^  lelpeA't^  the  exgrciiii 
^  a  ^cs^i^tfucional  righlb  wh^  ,he  afked,  was  fb^ftace  olj  si 
^Dunlry  iidiifik  firft  Qvmi^^PAitf^y  pqpr  o^i^  to  dtf>ef|defM:e^ 

and 


ahd  then  rcramred  htm  to  krriivti&f*  If  tifejr  Vftte-M^fhMhji 
srfToctations,'  pledgmg  themftlves  tdf  un^  i' particular  WV'^* 
iJread,  withsi:  vieW  to  allHiite-.bid  fcircky,  «it'*ir»^l\ft<Hj^  <#' 
more  tmpoftahte  tha.t  they  ffi^M  'acffociallPfii  efeiet^u^'^mf^ 
the  more  matlefiat  grn:vance,'andiftrilSe'at  the  fiktdM^ntrf^ 
ibiirce  of  thbevU:-  IVlth^Mat'view  4fe4iouM^iie>^lldi  M  br; 
h^.  a)reat}y  fugge&cd,-  to .  leerwaflbciitiDn  iH '  Otxierftl^  -pift  * 
the  price  of  labour  4Jpon  a' footing  ^ade^uitcf  ts>«ht>CllK^Nl(r 
provifions.  -  If- therefore  tlic 'r^fgulations  of  iiie'^ffPt§ifk  'Ml*' 
ftould  not  be  afd&pted,  h^  fhouM  be  haptiyto^lto^iiMrfirditiirt 
legifiative  enaflmenft^'  brought \f6rWai'd,- in  6r<t#|Kqtl»*'*««fiiNSii 
lelief  and  ph)teai6iV^o  the  poor.  ■  •      •    ;  ^  ^-J  T.n::,'nr)-. 

*;*Mr;  Buydoh  ulterry  dented  that  afty laboured* in »fiW  trtoittf 
had  been  reduced  to  fuch  a  fttuatSoh  as  tb  be  Mipci^Wtitpj^y* 
for  relief  to  the*  pariih  oti  accduat  of  the  difprt>pd#tioh  w 
itrages  to  his  neceflary  e^rpences ';  and  glintlenneiVflliNiid<t9^: 
^officA  that  various  friendly  foeieties'  lifted  thtodgtH^at^thet 
Cingdoffi,  toWhicihthe  bwer  clafTei  (bbfcfibed  ft^fttlttl)a|p6r^ 
iMM  of  their  earning^  todefray  -^e-^ar^  of  Ih^ir-fOiietialey' 
abid  ei^able  them  to  leave' a  iegi^ey  tbth^irwidowsw'  i  ^'  •  *  *  • 
V  Mr.'  fax  relhlrkfed;  Ihat  it  W:ai9(  fa  ]Ari(K:h  the-  better ifor  the 
^o6r  of  the1k»notifable'gentletTK[n'9  edonty ;  he  fttttd^tfvct^ 
jtelefs'  thatTiti^te'^hflfihce  wduld  tidt  $tpp\y  ihirevgld^tft  tbil 
lii^gdotn.  'Headfmifled;  hoWeVer^  that  if  the  AMemg<^of'lfiflf 
year  was  taltbli,  peVh^^^they- WouM  (Uld^  h^  confequem:<  <»f 
ftit'  juft  stnd  benevblerit  vbldfitar'y  Infcrfcafe,  of '  wage»  on  the 
^ttyf  a'AuitiBei^of  hmnane  anAyUutdv  that  liie  pvoppitiatf 
a^' wa^s-' wis  eqwil'totftc  labour;  r  •  " 
^  Wr:^/l)rKabmittid,.upon  tiie  feooinhnendation  df  a^^M^ 
pRl4t '  written  dn  1:ke  fcai^city'  end  ^tfent  ceiviiti^  of^  the^ 
F^r,Hy  agentl^hiitnfrf'fahrt^eil^ukyi  (Mr:  Dal^is)  wliethor 
it;W6i^nbt  b^  tetter  that  thb  regulation  i^  wages  (hould  b« 
ifiMt  by  the  ]u(!ices'6f  upea^  in  the^'quarter  feiEdns  inrime-^ 
MM^I&A^r  KvWffttUan  at  the^Eafter  ali^cedentto4«  F'One 
MR(?f  obfi#^a^il'fi£(^bhAdeied  hinvfeilf '4>oaDd  ^to^maicet  hv 
^!%aft  hfe'^eUHed  itlie  attetitiOn'^f  die  ho^  i^'^tht^  «heia 
^iitih^  fearciky^  i^  received 'a  candid  tfnfw^r^^froiti'the  rigfatr 
honourable  Secretary 0ppofit^rKfriDutida&)»th6ugh  tto^i^va^!^ 
^^li^it  ore;  vi«.  ttalt  if  was  MllMilgg^ai^<^  andnlMf  ^  lefs 
fbeh^  fkbjta$  we^a^ted  in'PiirlTMiMAt' the-  bitted'  •  He 
Mlieved  thfe  rlght'honbiirabte  ^MMlefrtUi  HM&at  prefent^cMi^ 
vihctd,  that^Ataf -f^ahd^fy  at  that  rtiitil^* had  noit  berri  exagge-' 
rated  ;  and  he  believed 'that  he  wiarcotlvlnced'lfkewifeiof  the 
pr6]^riety''^qf  fubntttting  fuch  iiibjeAs  to  the  confideratlon  of 
Parliament.  It  wouM- have  been  4i«tVH^  for  ^  the  country  if 
-•'•  ^  the 


4II1C  terdityTkaci  btetv.conficltrc4  by  tht  PjurHtnKfil;  M  that 
IjoiQtinftcftliof  At  tbis »  «id  he  dcfired  to  know  how  the  right 
/)K>iPiU9Ue.g|CoUe0i9».tou.id  reconciie  the  propriety  oCmakiiig 
:ii^|iie(kranjirife  m  O^ber  VKhich  waa  decoicd  Uk  conu^y 
iioJOiiy?  • .  .'.,'.•. 

'>i  }ix0^9cr8t9ry.Dundas  recoUe£led  that  he  did  fity,  aiur^HV- 
HlR^6fl[ary.*ijdtfcyflion  of  inch  topics  tended:. |o  eocreale  U^ 
.feamiitf  it  were  dcftgned  to  redrers»  and  be  had  not  altet^d 
MUKiSi  opioiofeu  !  As  to  the  wifdotn  of  a  queftion  in .  October 
fwhichjiiirikt  deckrod  to  be  otherwife  in  May,  he  anfwere^ 
'ibfttaiiMajrthere  waaagreat  expedation,  as  vrell  as  a  great 
probability,  that  the  enfuing  harveft  would  have  been  abundant 
enough  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  the  preceding ;  it  un- 
fortunately however  happened  that  the  dearnefs  at  px'cfent  was 
caufed.  by  much  bad  weather,  a  harveft  a  monta  later  than 
ufual^  ahd  an  infufficient  crop. 

'  iJix'.JVhitbread  jun.  then  moved  that  the  Bill  be  readm 
lecohd  tune  on  Wednefday,  the  3d  oiF  February  j  and  that  it 
be  printed.    Ordered. 

POOR  RELIEF  BILL. 

Sir  Wtlliam  Toung  hoped,  before  the  houfe  pafied  to  the 
conftdfcraffon  of  his  Majefty's  Mcffage,  that  they  would  rtad 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  iifclf  into  a 
Ccftnmktee  upon  the  Bill  for  enabling  overfeers  to  extend  relief 
to  the  poor  at  their  own  houfe^. 

TAf  Chrancettor  of  the  Exchequer  objeSed,  becaufe  the  de- 
bate ^ith  was  expeded  was  a  fubjc£t-of  greater  confideratioa. 

Sif^  William  2^ii9r;  then  exprefled  a  wiih,  if  the  debate 
ftoutd'Actbe  very  long,  that  it  (hou)d  be  afterwards  coq- 
iidered ;  if  the  deoate  ihould  go  into  length,  he  hoped  that 
an  early  commitment  of  the  Bill  would  not  be  fuperfeaed«^ 

> :  HIS  MAJ5STY*S  MESSAGE. 

The  CbancelUr  rf  tht  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  Order  oif 

the  Day  to  take  into  confideration  his  Muefty's  Mefiage  be 

read.  Before  he  moved  the  Addrefs,  he  (aid  he  would  only 
"trouble  the  houfe  with  a  fiew  words.  He^defired  the  houfe  to 
^obferve,  that  the  fenttments  expreiTed  in  his  Majefly's  mc^ft 

gracious  .MeiTage,  were,  in  fubftance,  coofiormable  to  thofe 
'delivered  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  at  the  ootAmenc^- 
'  ment  of  the  feifion,  with  a- view  to  the  formation  of  a  fyftem 

^D^ government  in  France,  with  which  a  permanent,  Jecurc^ 
'^and  honourable  peace  might  be  negotiated  and:  codciuded. 
**He  renewed  tfaofe  fantiments^  as.applicalile  to  the  exifting 
-'ci^unlftaiiccs  anliog:.i£oatthe  formation  of  that  fyftem  of 

gPMcrn- 


^eAimeturwHk^'his'byd  k  ^cWt^Midhg'M^tltrmm^k 

d^ThrolAtoi  WMf '4h«  vie#  •9.*-tMsialamMig::idKui|i^t«fu^ 
ilatcd  to  be  fo  much  to  the  fatisfaSion  of  the  htniieV(diifr*r 
iidped  the  Iibu4«,  '«ih  ■  tNe  fyrefem  wtirfiQin;  vvnM  i»<Ve&ii)r  co 
«iepreft  the*  {$m6  AMsfadimat  Jibe  t^newal  or4hi|iti^iiMi>. 
tnenfal,  amd  oonetibiiir  it«  (uppDrt  under  the'^iattat  i^imkiili 
cf  afiaihfA}'avixi<M|flf  iteHred;  H»  cofK^liided.itvni^vteg, 
^Thiirt  M  buQiMe  Addnrfettev^^piefei^citfoM^  Mn^y^iiD 
return  hb  Majeftjr  the  thanks  of  itefaduft  for  Ms^nBf^gnNanili 
Mcffage,**'  ''"  .:*.;.-  •  .  '  ,  r.j- ../  -.j 

•*  To  uknowlcip,  with  the  utmoi  oratitudc  and  fattsfa^lion^  liis*MaJcf!y*j 
coodcfceoiivn  and  j^oodnicTs^  in  having  been  j^racioany  ploafed  to  acquauit  asl^  tha*C 
Uie  oriGs  which  was  depending  at  the  commencement  of  the  (cmffitg  has  le j  to 
iiichao  ooler'9fi;hii}g9inpr3Qce-,.as  will  induoe  his  Majcdy,  conlttmabfy  to  tfte 
the  ii*9diDCiits.w}uch  ^htt  already  dcfiared,  to  jpeec  atty^diifo^tionior  a  lim- 
ciation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  an  carnefl  dciire  to  |ive  it  ;(i^  £^^A9i 
fpeedieft  effefi,  and  to  conc)u^«  ^eaty  «f.geacral^cey  wheoeTtr  it  caa  l»e  ef- 
.Mb^  onr  jflU  a^d  fvjt^b^e  fCTips  for  himfelf  and  hit  allies^^  •         .     . ,.     .  ^ 

«<  To  aflure  his  Majefty,  that,  uniii  that  defirahhi  period ihaU  mtJCt.  H  h  our 
£na  decfrmmadon  to  con^nue  to  afford  bis  Majefcy  tha(  vii;or(ms  fupppit  whidi 
we  tie'  paifttoded  is  eflential  to  the  xno^  i^n{»9rtaitt  interefts  of  his  Jjpi^om  i  m^ 
thatit  w'tD  yield  us  the  highelt  gratificati^ii^^if  bis  M^^*s  powerful  ^sepairatioat 
Md  «n»tfDQS*  tKidcd  tio  tti^  redept  ^nd  in^J^ortttit  Ataceifes  of  th^  Auf^faa  amues* 
■Ad  to  tbe  cQOtinped  aad  growing  embairaifmefitt  5>f  t^  >Bacny,  iho9)4  tot;  the 
'^^y/e6iDd/of.fpeQd)^.Foi|ducing  to  (lif  leftoratkNi  of  >  general  p€ac«,oafoch 
•  grounds  ts  fhvjofticejjf  tKe  caafecin  whtcb  this  country  it  engaged^Mil  ^»#^ 
«bon  of  aftaiesyina;  mtide  his  Majc^to  eiqpe^" 

*the  Speaker  'was  about  to  put  the  queft^on,  when    • 
Mr.  Sheridan  ro^  and'faid,    **.!  certainly  rife  with  con- 
fiderabte  aftdnilhiiiciit  at  the  concifeiwik  wiih.wliicllthie  fight 
honourable  ^^ntlenum  hat  thottg:ht  pit^per  to  preface. tli^  A4- 

'  drtfTs^whwh-^faehas  propoftd  to.the  hxHife.  As  tbcf^'doqs  o^t 
sippear  a' diil|[>o&i4ki  in  the  houfeto  notice  either  thill  c<^Citb- 
nelfi,*br'the'.iiDartttr  contained  in  the  Addrefe,  it  is  impoflible 
for*  me  tb'JTeroain  iilent.     The  right  hoi^cNirablo  gqmjefnan 

-haifrfaid^ 'that  he  wocrid  trevbla  the  faoufe  oniy  vio^  A.few 
word^  becadbthatordcFof  fihhigsJa  Fcaoce  which  had  hew 
intimated  io  the  S})eBch^.bia  MajefiVf  affording  a.reaiboat^ 
expeftationT  of  fecurity  and-  peanancnce  in-  a«iy .  fimiy  whi^ 
m  ighr  be  formed,  has  «t  kfr  arrived.  .  Undoubteitiy^ .  i^  w  ^e 
fold)  in  his  Ma^efty's  .d|iztch).  tfaatduch  .an  order  of  things 

^asejlpcAcd. 

"Ilbould 
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*<  I  fiioald  have  expeded  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  have  faid  that  peace  was  at  all  neater,  but 
only  that  the  obftacle  arifing.from  the  nature^  of.  the  govern- 
ment in  France  was  removed.;  I  vjkj  therefore,  why  the.right  . 
honoorable  geodeman^comes  to  tcll  iit  now,  for  the^firft  time.  . 
thatdie.govemment.of  France  is  of  a  .defcription  with  which 
we  may  fafely  negociate,  and  is  capable  br  maintaining  the 
relation  of  peaces  andamity  ?  Time  and  experience  have  no 
doubt-enabled  bim  to  alter  ad  his  former  opinions  on  thatfubjedl^ 
^ AH  t)ifi  advantages  which  he  caahave  d^rited  from  time  and  ex^ 
perionc^  have  occurred  withii>ft  Tingle  week,  or  at  the  moft 
widiin  the  laft  five  weeks.  This  is  the.  utmoft  fpace  which 
he  can  poifibly  afltgn  for  the  acquirement  of  thofe  new  means. 
of  information,  which  have  produced  fo  material  an  alteration 
in  his  fentiments.  But,  in  fa£l,  I  contend,  that  he  has  had 
only  one  week,  and  that  upon  the  experience  of  thstt  (ingle 
week,  he  now  comes  forward,  not  to  propofe  a  jealous,  armed 
truce,  but  a  peace  affording  a  reafonable  profpe^l  of  Tecurity 
and  permanence.  If  he  contends  that  he  has  had  more  tlmr 
to  make  up  his  mind-  on  the  fubjedl,  I  afk  him,  why  he  did 
not  bring  forward  the  refult  of  his  deliberation  before  he  fettled 
the  terms  of  the  Loan*  ?  This  one  week's  experience  of  the  . 
right  honouraUe  gentleman  has  coft  the  country  two  millions 
of  money!  what  excufe,  what  apology,  can  he  po/Iibly  alledge 
to  the  nation  in  juftification  of  his  conduct?.  Will  he  fay  .that 
on  Wednefday.Uft,  when  he  .arranged  the  terms  of  the  Loan^ 
he  had  not  taken  fuch  a  view  of  the  fubje<^ ;  he  did  not  pofTefs 
fuch  means  of  information ;  he  had  not  fuch  grounds  of^decl- 
lion  as  he  .has  fince  acquired  ?  The  cflFedl  of  the  meflage  laft 
night  has  been,  that  the  Loan  is'this  day  at  a  premium  of  i2;^ 
p^r  cent,  and  a  fum  of  twentv-two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
is  ioft  to  the  country.  I  muft  confefs,  when  I  fee  t^e  right 
honourable  gentleman  turning  (b  fhort,  when  I  fee  him  fud- 
denly  altering  his  opinions,  and  reveriing  his  former  declara- 
tions, I  think  that  he  is  notfincerein  the  ob^  which'  He  ' 
l^vows.  If  I  conceived  him  fincere,  fo  defirable  is  the  con-- 
dufipn  of  a  peace  to  every  friend  of  his  country,  however  * 
much  I  might  think  his  poliey  deferving  of  xenfure,  I  fhould-^ 
avoid-every  fpecies  of  reproach  on  the  prefent  occaiion  3  but 
when  I  fee  die  right  honourable  gentleman  bringmg  forward  • 
fuch'  a  declaration,  at  the  pfefent  moment,  in  order  to  and- 
cipate  and  defeat  the  propofition  .of  my  honourable,  friend,  I 
caoifot  help  adverting  to  the  grounds  on  which  h'emav  befup. 
pofed  to  have  chang^  his  opinion.  ^  . 

Vaji.  H.  1 795.  Y y  »c  J  tnuft' 
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<<  I  muft  look  to  fee  how  that  government  is  cotnpofed 
which  he  now  ftates  to  be  tapable  of  negociation,  I  have 
only  to  refer  to  his  own  ftatemeot  on  a  recent  occafioh,  (the 
opening  of  thebudgetj  This  very  government  he  then  ftated  to 
be  not  only  on  the  verge,  but  in  the  Very  gulph,  of  bankntfjti6y. 
And  having  dated  thflt  it  was  on  the  ver^e  of  what  mtift 
incvitBbly  overthrow  it,  and  bring  it'  to  deftradion,  he  fiA- 
oilts  a  propofition  to  the  Houfe^  that  it  was  not  only  a  form  of 
government  with  which  we  may  fafely  negociate,  but  a  fonh 
of  government  capable  of  maintai;iing  peace  on  a  footing  of 
permanence  and  fecurity.  Will  he  fay,  that  he  is  more  re* 
conciled  to  the  men  who  cxercife  the  fundiort^  of  that  go- 
vernment? Sortie  time  fmce  it  was  faid  that  mctiof  a  miUler 
charader  had  obtained  the  admmiflratron,  and  that  a  more 
moderate  fyftem  of  policy  would  be  adopted.  Of  the  five 
who  compofe  the  executive  dire^ory,  four  voted  for  the  death 
of  the  king;  the  fifth  happened  to  be  abfent  at  that  period. 
Thefe  were  the  very  men  whofe  pernicious  councils  were 
faid  to  have  brought  on  the  war  with  this  country,  and  with 
refpeA  to  whbm  it  h^s  been  affirmed,  that  tio  fettled  order 
of  things  could  take  place  in  France  till  they  had  fallen  under 
the  fword  of  juQice.     Has  the  right  honourable  gentlef)fnn 

'then  changed  his  opinion  merely  becaufe  the  forms  of  thte 
government  are  altered,  becaufe  the  old  men  fet  in  one  place, 
and  the  young' men  in  another?  Is  it  on  the  ground  of  fuch. 

'trifling  diftin£lions  that  he  now  comes  forward  to  contradiA 
every  opinion,  to  retraft  every  profcflton  which  he  has  form- 
erly uttered,  and  to  pledge  hlmlelf  to  a  new  declaration  of 
fentiment,  without  any  faSs,  or  appearance  of  fafls,  by  v^hich 
it  can  be  fupported  ?  There  is  fomething  fo  cbntradidory  in  all 

*  this,  diat  I  think  It  impoffible  that  the  right  honourable  gende- 

'man  can  be  llnccre.  When  I  find  him  one  day  faying,  thut 
the  French  government  is  in  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy,  and 
on  another,  that  it  is  capable  of  maintaining  a  permanent 
peace.  1  cannot  help  thinking  that  he  has  ftill  fome  fubter- 
fuge  in  ftore,  and  that  be  yet  hopes  to  find  a  pretext  tojtiftify 
him  in  continuing  the  donteft,  for  thepurpofc  of  reftoringthe 
old  defpotifm  of  France.  If  we  were  to  look  to  the  fubje^ 
ferioufly,  we  might  perhaps  find  fome  other  realbn  for  this 
change  of  fentiment  on  the  part  of  the  right  hotiourablc 
gentleman. 

.'  "  If  it  be  faid  that  the  French  government  has  revoked 
its  deckration  of  interfering  with  Ac  governments  of  other 
countries,  and  on  that  account  is  better  qualified  for  Degociati- 

'  on,  that  declaration,  I  mufl:  remark,^  that  has  long  been  revoked. 

The 
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The  charge  of  wantoa  interference  with  other  governments, 
as  apph'cd  to  the  French,  I  contend,  never  to  have  been  juft. 
The  declaratioo  which  they  made  on  that  fubjedl,  was  a  con'- 
fequence  of  the  coalition  of  Kings'  for  tHe  purpofe  of  rnterfeil- 
ing  with  their  government.  When  the  confederated  Prince 
e^TcSed  their  determination  not  to  permit  them  to  effe<ft 
their  revolution,,  and  eftabHflt  a  government  for  themfelves, 
.thejr  thought  themselves  juftified  to  retaliate,  by  declaring  their 
-.enmity  to  all  kingly' g(5vernments,  and  thtir  readmefs  to  aiBft 
in  their  deftruftion.  In  whatever  Kghtj  howerer,  this  declar- 
ation be  confidered,  whether  as  a  retort  or  retaliation,  in  no 
point  of  view  am  I  prepared  to  juftify  i^;  it  has  long  finoe 
been  difclaimcd.  What  then  is  the  period  at  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  thinks  proper  to  decbrethat  the  French 
government  is  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomcd  rriit* 
tiqi\^.  of  peace  and  amity?  Ac  the  moment  when  the  mem- 
bers feck  to  eftablKh  their  power  by  the  fyftcm  of  forced 
elections,  wheq  they  avow  the  princfple  of  hot  being  refpon- 
£ble  to  their  conflltuents,  when  they  feek  to  eftablifli  their 
authority  in  the  capital  by  force  of  arms,  and  have  the  place 
of  their  deliberations  furrourided  by  large  bodies  of  the  military 
in  prder  to  overawe  the  people.  At  mch  a  time,  when  the 
•mc^mbers  o(  the  French  government  adopt  the  fyftem  of  fctf- 
eledion,  of  taking  all  power  into  their  hands,  and  of  treating 
witb  contempt,  the  rights,  the  opinions,  and  the  interefts  of 
the  people,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  exelaimi  *'  This 
is  fomething  like  a  regular  government !  This  is  a  form  of 
•admtniftration  with  which  we  may  treat  with  bkty  ;  we  have 
now  got  fomething  refembling  the  wcwft  parts  of  the  Britifli 
conftitution;"  and  it  is  to  be  renaarked,  that  the  way  in 
which  thofe  gentlemen  choofe  to  exprefs-  their  attachment 
to  the  conftinition^  is  by  the  eagerneift  which. they  ihew  to 
retain  its  abufes. 

'^  There  is  one  word  in  the  addrefs  which  minifters  muft 
.kix>w  would  have  prevented  it  from  obtaimng  an  unanimous 
concurrence^  the  expreffion  which  relates  to  thejufticeof 
the  war.  We  can  never  fubfcribe  to  the  juftice  of  the  prin-  ^ 
ciple  upon  which  the  war  w^s  commenced.  But  this  is  tfot 
.the  only  objedlion  to  the  addrefs  in  its  preient  forni ;  it  ex- 
prefies  a  principle  which  muft  ever  remove  to  a  diftonce,  any 
,hope  of  a  fect^re  and  permanent  peace,  till  the  whole  country 
fhajljointo  difclaim  and  reprobate  the  A ftem' derived  from 
•fuch.  a  fource.  It  feems  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  ih 
(France,  is  fuch  as  o^iniilers  think  mayfafely  admit  of  negoci- 
.ation.     This  principle   has  qften  been  before  intimated,  but 

Yy  a  -has 
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has  never  been  before  fp  openly  avowed.  It .  now  feems  that 
Ve  muft  carry  on  the  war  till  a  form  of  government  takes 
pUce  agreeable  to  the  fancy  and  caprice  of  his  Majeft/s 
minifters.  If  it  (hould  happen,  that  the  government  i$  not  fo 
fhaped  and  framed,  as  exa£lly  to  coincide  with  their  ideas, 
we  muft  be  immediately  plunged  in  all  the  horrors  of  a 
war.  If  the  prefent  form  of  government,  which  happens 
to  tally  with  the  notions  of  mmifters,  (hould  be  changed 
during  the  progrefs  of  negociation ;  if  this  government  of 
which .  they  have  had  only  the  experience  of  five  weeks, 
ibould  be  thought  to  require  fome  alteration)  after  peace  is 
concluded,  and  the  Houfe  fanSion  the  principle  which  is  now 
.avowed,  roiniiters  may  think  themfelves  juftified  in  entering 
into  new  boftilities,  and  involving  the  country  in  a  new  war. 
As  long  as  that  principle  continues  to  be  avowed,  and  to 
be  SL&ed  upon,  we  may  have  an  hollow  and  an  armed  truce, 
but  we  never  can  have  any  thing  like  a  fecure  and  permanent 
peac^.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  been  fo  verr 
concife  as  not  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  faying  fo  mucn 
as  I  might  otberwife  have  been  called  upon  to  bring  forward* 
•  I  muft  conclude  with  moft  decidedly  reprobating  the  prihci- 
.pie,  that  any  objedions  on  the  part  of  minifters  to  a  parti- 
cular form  of  government,  (hall  be  in  any  inftance  deemed 
ajuft  caufe  for  commencing  and  continuing  boftilities.  On 
that  ground  I  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting  the  following 

AMENDMENT. 

**  Your  M^efty*t  f«itfafal  CommonSi  haviog  thus  manifefted  their  d^ennina- 
tlon  to  give  your  Majefty  the  moft  ingerous  fupport  in  the  further  profecutiop  of 
the  war,  in  cafe  juft  and  reafonable  terms  of  peace  ihould  be  refufed  on  the  part  of 
'  the  enemy,  and  having  declared  the  cordial  fausfadlion  they  feel  at  your  Majcfty^s 
'gracious  intention,  to  meet  any  difpofition  to  negociatiop,  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
my, with  an  eameft  defire  to  give  it  the  fullefl  and  fpeedieft  tfftdt,  canpot  at  the 
Tame  time  avoid  exprejfing  the  deep  regret  they  feel,  that  your  Majefty  ihould  ever 
have  been  advifed  to  con£der  the  internal  order  of  things  in  France  to  have  been 
fuch,  as  ihould  not  have  induced  your  Majefty  at  any  time  toipeet  adifpoiitMtito 
negociation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  * 

«'  And  your  faithful  Commons  feel  themfelves  at  this  coi^unfiure  the  mofe 
forcibly  called  on  to  declare  this  opinion,  becauie,  if  the  prefent  eziftiag  ^tdm  of 
things  in  France  be  a<)mltted  as  the  motive  and  inducemcqt  to  negeciatioa^^  a 
change  in  that  order  of  things  may  be  confidered  as  a  ground  for  dlfcontiauiqg  a 
negociation  begun,  cr  even  for  abandoning  a  treaty  concluded* 

'<  Wherefore,  your  Majefty*s  faithful  Commons,  duly  vcfle£ling  on  te  cs)^ 
mitous  wafte  of  tr;afure  and  of  blood,  to  which  it  19  now  manifeft  the  a^ng  on 
this  priac'j  le  has  fo  unfortunately  and  (0  largely  C0RUibuted|  aad  greatly  ftppie-. 

hcoiiYe 
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IftnUve  of  the  grievous  and  ntinous  confequenccs  to  tvhich  the  pcrfevcring  to  aft 
ma  tidk  principlci  muft  inevitably  tend,  do  humbly  and  cameftly  implode  yow 
Afajefty,  that  tt  may  be  altogether  abandoned  and  dirdrimed  i  and  that  the 
/brm  orgovernmclit,  or  Internal  oiflcr  of  things,  in  f  ranee,  whatever  they  may  hc^ 
or  (hall' become^  may  be  no  bar  to  a  negociatjon  for  reftoring  to  your  Majefty's 
fuhjefts  the  bleflings  of  |>eace,  whenever  it  can  be  eifcClcd  on  juft  and  fuicable 
terhis  f6r  your  Majcfty  aftd  your  allies, 

**  And  as  the  principal  bar  to  a  ne^ociation  for  peace  appears  to  have  been  your 

.  lM[ajelly*s  having  been  hitherto  advifed  to  coofider  the  order  of  things  in  France  at 
precluding  your  MajeAy  from  meeting  a  difpodtion  to  negotiation  on  the  parr  of 
the  enemy,  your  faithful  Commons  now  humbly  bcfeech  your  M*jefty  to  give 
diftinA  dire^ions  that  an  immediate  negociatioa  may  be  entered  cm  the  ab^vc 
falutary  object/' 

Mr.  PVUbirforci  began  with  obferving  thajt  be  could  not  but 
wonder  at  the  ftrange  conftrudion  of  that  mind  on  which  the 
Addrefs  mov'd  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
produce  the  impreffion  which  it  appeared  to  have  made  on  the 
mind  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fee  doMrn.  All 
^rties  had  profefs'd  thcmfelves  deiirous  of  reftoiingtheblef- 
iing  of  peace9  when  it  could  be  effected  on  fair  and  honour- , 
able  terms:  a  mefTage  which  gave  fome  hope  of  this  being 
accomplifli'd,  might  juftly  therefore  have  been  expedled  to 
be  received  with  general  fatisfa£llon.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man oppoftte  to  him  had  concurred  with  himfelf  in  being 
more  forward  than  others  to  exprefs  this  difpofition^  and  in 
giving  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  obftacle  fiated  by  his  Ma« 
jefty's  minifter^  arifing  from  the  unfettlcd  ftate  of  the  French 

f;overnment  ought  not  to  be  a  bar  in  the  way  of  negotiation, 
t  was  on  this  principle  that  he  had  felt  himfelf  cotppell'd  to 
come  forward  laft  year,  and  on  which  he  bad  been  fupported 
by  thofe  with  whom  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  agreeing. 
Yet  now,  when  his  Majefty  declared  that  this  lamented  ob- 
ftacle  was  at  length  renov^d,  that  the  door  of  negotiation  was 
open,  and  in  language  the  mod  clear  and  emphatical^  that  he 
was  ready  to  meet  any  difpoiition  to  treat  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  with  an  earned  defire  to  give  it  the  fpeedieft,  and 
fullefl  efFe£l,  that  was  the  moment  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  thought  it  confident  and  becoming  to  interrupt. 
die  unanimity  of  their  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  bis  gracious 
communication.  1  he  feeling  excited  in  his  own  mmd  was 
extremely  different,  and  he  heiitated  not  to  fay  that  he  fbould 
vote  for  the  Addrefs  propos'd  by  his  right  honourable  friend 
with  the  higheft  and  moft  cordial  fatisfadtion. 

Though 
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Though  he  (bpuld  have  felt  it  with  difficulty  in  any  cafe  fo 
6/  to  reprefs  bis  feelings,  as  to  give  a  filent  vote  on  this  lih-*, 
port^t  qccarion9  he  Should  not  perhaps  have  t&ken  up  any 
more  of  the  time.of  the  Houfe  than  he  had  already  done,  if  it 
Bad  not  been  rendered  in  fome  fort  neceffary  by  the  fpeecK 
and  motion  of  tt^e  houourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan.) 
In  order  to  produce  an  imprelSon  unfavburabje  to  adminiAra-  * 
lion,  the.  honQur^^blc.gcntlenran  ha^  agrfecd  that  their ftatc  of 
public  affairs  was  much  chie  fame  as  it  had  oeen  laftjrear,  whea 
their  cbndu<5l  was  fo  different,  and  in  particular j^  he  had  treat- 
ed, wjth,  ridiqule,.  the  idea  of  thefe  being  any  material 
difference  in  the  nature  of  the  government  lately  eftablilhed  in 
France. 

.  Mr.  W  ilberforcc  faid,  he  certainly  retained  his  old  opinion*  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  ftate  of  public  affairs  laft  year  which 
precluded  a  negociatton  ;  yet  he  woujd  not  be  fo  unfair  to  his 
right  honourable  friend,  as  not  to  allow  that  this  ftate  was' 
now  materially  ^Iter'd  in  many  particulars,  not*  coiild  he* 
fiifFcr  that  difference  which  arofe  from  the  new  order  of 
things  effabliOied  in  France  to  be  pafTed  over  with  fo  much 
levity,  as  if  it  were  merely  that  the  old  men  met  in  one  place, 
and  the  younger  in  another.  No  one  could  fpeak  of  irin 
thefe  terms  who  was  ever  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  firft 
principles  of  government:  could  the  honourable  gentlemsfn's 
vnind  fuggeil  to  him  no  medium  between  \the  oppoflte  ex- 
tremes oF'abfolute  monarchy  and  pure  democracy?  Had  he- 
taken  the  trouble  of  looking  into  the  new  French  Conftitu- 
tfon  ?  Had  he  nut  obferved  that  the  two  legiflatiVe  afTemMes 
were  not  only  diflind"  in  their  place  of  meeting,  but  that  they 
confifted  of  different  defcriptions  of  perfons,  that  they  had 
their  feparate  rights  and  privileges?  Was  he  (o  ignorant  of 
human  nature  as  not  to  know,  or  fo  heedlefs  as  to  forget  the 
confequcntial  diverilties  in  their  habits  of  thinking  and 
afting,  which  would  gradually  follow,  each  becoming  by 
degrees  poiTeis'd  of  its  own  peculiar  chara<5ler  and  genius, 
and  having  an  appropriate  natural  feeling  ?  Did  he  notice' 
that  this  as  well  as  the  forms  of  proceeding  which  had  beta 
fettled,  guarded  againft  the  inconflancy  and  precipitancy,  fo- 
common  in  the  democratic  conftitutions  of  antiquity,  by 
which  the  French  proceedings  had  been  fo  characterized  in 
the  outfct  of  their  revolutionary  government,  which  above 
all  other  things  rerrdered  them^  and  would  render  every  ftate 
where  they  prevailed,  dnngerois  to  all  its  neighbours  ?  Had 
the  honourable  gentleman  remarked  tbe  particular  precau- 
tions which  had  been  ufed  to  guard  againft  tumult  and  vio« 

lence. 
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lencC)  and  pirtvcnt  their  being  under  the  iniltienceof  thfe 
tnob  of  Paris,  as  had  been  the  cafe  both  of  their  convention 
knd  their  conftituent  aflembly.  It  was  impoffible  to  revievJr 
thefc  and  other  provifions  without  obferving  a  great  fitnilaritjr 
to  the  American  conftitutibn;  and  confidering  throughout 
the  fituation  and  cifcumftances  of  France,  it  was  hardly  t6 
be  cxpeacd  that  they  would  purfue  a  better  model,  in  which 
"with  many  enormities  and  grofs  defers,  one  might  yet  difw 
cern  fomewhat  of  the  elementary  principles  even  of  our  own 
conftitutron.  Mr.  Wilberfbrce  obfcrved  that  he  had  been 
the  more  full  on  this  topic,  not  only  becaufe  he  wifh'd  to 
«xpofe  the  unfairnefs  of  the  aflcrtion,  that  the  French  gover n- 
fnent  was  as  objedionable  as  it  ever  had  been,  but  alfo  becaufe 
the  HouTe  knew  that  this  was  no  new  o^nioh  in  hts  mind 
adopted  for  the  convenience  of  the  moment ;  they  would  re^ 
coHeS  that  he  had  laft  year  cicprefs'd  his  wifh  that  the  Frenck 
might  adopt  the  American  government,  not  as  being  thitt 
which  in  itfdfwas  beft,  but  as  that  in  which  the  French 
usttion,  m  which  were  parties  of  various  political  Tentiments 
would  he  moft  likely  to  acquiefee. 

Mr.  Wriberforce  then  proceeded  to  argue  againft  the  adop- 
tion of  Mr.  Sheridan's  amendment.  It  was  unneceiHtry, 
becaufe  his  Majefty's  minlfters  had  declared  themfelves  eager 
to  embrace  any  opportunity  of  negociating,  and  being  unne- 
ccflary,  it  was  alfo  uncon/Htutional^  for  it  was  contrary  to  the 
•firft  principles  of  our  government,  that  parliametrt  fhonld  Jrf- 
terfcrewith  the  management  of  negotiations,  except  on  the 
•prcffure  of  urgent  neceffity :  but  the  interference  in  this  cafe 

-  would  not  only  be  unneceffary,    but  highly  injurious  to  the 

<  public  intereft.  It  was  impoffible  not  to  have  obferv'd  the  bad 
effeas.which  had  been  produced  abroad  by  thA  belief  of  !*eal 

'  or  fuppofed  difcontents  in  this  country,  andever^  man^s  nfiind 
would  naturally  fuggeft  to  him  how  we  might  defeat  our  own 

-  obje£(,  by  conveying   fuch  an  idea  to  thfe  enemy,  that  this 
'  country  was  in  immediate  want  of  peace,  as  would  be  pro- 
duced by  obferving  that  even  when  admfniftraifon  had  in  the- 
ftrongeft  terms  declared  its  readinefs  to  treat,  jfarliament  yet 

*  came  forward  and  pufhM  them  on,  or  rather  was  determined 

•  to  take  into  its  own  hands  the  time  arid  coriduS  t)f  negotia- 
tion.     It  was   needlefs   Mr.   Wilberforce  bbferVed    to   be 

'  larger  on  this  head. 

For  his  part,    he  confided    in .  the    pacifkk   declarations 
of  his  right  honourable  friend,   and  he  could  not  but  think 

<  that  they  would  be  likely  to  be  attended  with  the 
happier  eiTeds,  becaufe  the  expenditure  of  the  year  had  been 
already  provided  for.    This  would  ibew>  that  however  much 

we 
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W€  wilhed  Co  terminate  die  evils  of  war  when  no  longer  ia«* 
difpenfably  necefiary,  yet  that  this  defire  did  not  proceed  from 
inability  to  bear  its  burthens,  if  the  continuance  of  it  fliould 
be  forced  on  us  by  unreafonabknefs  or  obfliuacy  of  our  en&» 
mies.  He  therefore  ^trufted  diat  the  decifion  of  that'  night 
^vould  confirm  his  expeSations,  and  that  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman's  amendment  being  rgedted,  the  Addrels  moved  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  leceive  the  general 
fupport  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Morris  RoUnfon  declared,  he  perceived  no  peculiar 
improvement  in  the  French  government,  nor  was  he  folicit* 
ous  to  enquire  whether  it  refembled,  or  ever  (bould  refemble^ 
the  American  conditution,  but  if  we  were  to  wait  till  France 
bad  digeft^  a  regular  and  refpe^ble  government,  he  was 
afraid  our  hopes  would  be  deferred  to  a  very  diftant  period. 
Peace  on  honourable  terms  was  much  to  be  wifhed  for  by  this 
country  if  it  could  be  obtained,  which  he  thought  there  was 
ground  for  the  expedbition  of  from  the  prefcut  ftate  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  enemy  ^  he  iliould  therefore  vote  for  the  Ad- 
drefs,  which  in  his  opinion  tended  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
that  defirabte  objed,  and  oppofe  the  amendment,  which  he 
conftdered  as  necefiarily  impeding  it.  He  condemned  the 
minifter  for  not  having  brought  forward  the  great  and  im« 
.  portant  fubje^l  he  had  now  laid  before  the  houie  prior  to  his 
.  concluiion  of  the  Joan,  by  proceeding  in  a  manner  the  reverfe 
of  that  which  his  duty  prefcribed  to  him  ;  he  had  (acrificed 
the  intereft  of  the  publick  to  a  monfirous  amount,  and  ef- 
tabliihed  a  precedent  dangerous  beyond  meafure  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  if  it  ihould  continue  to  exift  by  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  providing  for  the  dependents  of  the  luler  of  the  day,. 
in  a  manner  extenfive  beyond  what  corruption  had  yet  fuc- 
niihed  the  idea  of.  The  blef&ngs  of  peace,  ardent  as  was 
his  wifh  for  them,  was  not  the  only  motive  for  his  joining 
in  the  Addrefs,  a  motive  even  ftronger  than  the  inducement 
of  that  great  objed  exifted  in  his  mind,  the  hope  he  entec- 
tained  he  by  that  means  ihould  prevent  or  at  leaft  fufpend  the 
deflrudlion  of  the  conftitution.  The  caufe  for  the  neceifity 
of  pafling  thofe  two  biljs,  which  had  already  excited  terror 
beyond  example  in  the  feelings  of  the  country,  was  now  at  an 
end,  the  only  cqnfequence  of  pufhing  them  through  Parlia- 
ment, would,  in  its  prefent  circ  urn  (lances,  be  throwing  the 
country  into  a  ftate  of  diflenfion  with  different  parties,  and 
difguil  of  the  majority  'of  the  nation  with  its  governor^. 
He  hoped  that  impediment  and  every  other  would  be  remove4». 
to  the  accomplifliment  of  that  union  of  the  national  ftrength 

...  whi^h 
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which  ct>uld  alone  enablfe  us  to  procure  terms  adequate  t6 
the  dignity  and  welfare  of  this  country,  and  edablilh  thi 
ble/Hngs  of  peace  on  a  fecure  and  lading  foundarion. 

Mr  Grey  began  what  v^as  af  once  a  reply  to  K4r.  Wilber-' 
force,  and  a  fpecch  lipon  the  queftion  in  tefms  fubftantialjy 
as  foUoWs  :  *^  fn  rifihg  to  fpeak  on  this  queftion,  I  cannot  but 
premife,  that,  on  the  latter  part  of  the  obfcrvatians  which 
have  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentlemao  vO'bo  has  fat  down^ 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion.  No  man  on  this  fidfe  of  thfc 
houfe  can  be  fuppofed  to  wifti  that  peace,  however  defirable^ 
(hould  be  procured,  even  at  the  rifle  6f  inglortbus  fubmiffion  J 
or  that  fuch  a  relaxation  (hould  take  place  in  the  vigorous 
profccutjon  of  the  war,  as  to  prevent  us  from  djfmanding 
thofe  terms  which  the  King  of  England  may  juftiy  be  en- 
titltd  to  aflc.  If  the  amendlhcnt  of  my  honourable  friend 
ie:ommended  any  thing  unbccottiing  the  digni^  and  bdnout 
of  this  country,  or  that  tended  to  difablc  u$  from  JfiHn|^ 
vigoroufly,  I  (hould  have  delivered  the  fame  Opinion  We  have 
jutt  heard  (latcd  by  that  honourable  geritleman,  (Mr.  "VVilbef- 
force).  Perhaps,  indeed,  I  might  have  been  irtclirted^  upon 
the  whole,  to  have  watched  the  cohdiid  of  miniftcrs,  on  this 
occafion,  in  fiFenct,  and  thus  placed  the  whole  refponfibiliiy, 
where  it  ought  to  reft,  upon  them' only  ;  as  the  amendment 
is  in  h&y  a  compleat  recbrd  of  the  fentiments  bf  thofe,  who, 
as  well  as  myfelf,  hat'c  urtiformly  ftood  up  the  determined 
op|X)rers  of  the  principles  on  which  this  war  Was  cdmrrienced^ 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  hds  beeri  conduced,  I  cannot  but 
agree  to  give  it  my  fupport.  iVly  hoYiourable  friend  is  blamed 
for  his  mode  of  argument;  is  it,  indeed  true,  that  opinions 
are  fo  much  changed,  that  we  ire  become  the  accu(ii-s,  and 
a Iminrftri-tion  the  panegyriftsof  the  French  government? 
What  is  the  wonderful  difference  in  the  order  of  things,  which 
has  gtvcn  rife  to  fuch  a  change  ?  I  will  not  canvafs  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  French  government.  It  is  enough  to  (!ate  that 
the  government  which  thfc  French  have  cho(en,  though  fomc- 
wbat  different  in  appearance,  is  the  fame  in  principle  with 
that  with  which  we  went  to  war,  and  which  miniftcrs  formerly 
declared  to  be  fo  odious  and  dangeroUs,  that  its  total  de^ 
llrutStion  only  could  be  looked^  upon  as  the  attainment  of  the 
objeft^in  view.  It  waS  in  hSt  bellum  internecinum.  Recur- 
ring, however,  to  what  I  have  formerly  ftated  on  this  fubjeS, 
the  prcfent  government  is  worfe  than  that  we  went  to  war 
with.  We  firft  engaged  in  war  the  Briflbtincs ;  they  who 
are  now  in  power  are  the  fucceffurs  of  that  party,  more  mo> 
derate  indeed,  but  aSing  upoathe  fame  principles  j   the  won- 
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drrful  difference  h,  that  the  form  is  varied  ;  they  have  a 
.council  of  ancients,  inftead  of  a  committee,  and  a  countil  of 
five  hijiidred  inftead  of  a  national  convention.     The  argu- 
ment wiih  many  might  be  "  I  wilh  not  for  ihcoW  monarchy  | 
1  want  not  the  ancient   government ;  but  here  is   a  notable 
government,  one  fon.eihing  like  America/*     This,  Sir  h 
but  a  paltry  cxcufe  for  doing  now  what  ou^bt  to  have  been* 
done  lon^  bqfbre.     France  is  ftiil  declared  to  be  a  republic, 
one  and  mdivifible  in  all  its  parts,  funnded  on  the  fame  prin- 
ci|^es  with  which  they  fet  out.     We  have,  indeed,  atchieved 
a  mighty  effed !    Is  it  for  this  trifling  difference  that  we  en- 
gaged in  war,  have  incurred  an  unparallellcd  expence,  ibed 
oceans  of  blood,  and^  in  order  to  fave  &ur  own  conftitution, 
have  every  year  been  obliged  to  facrifice  a  part  of  it?  Minify 
ters^  at  the  commencement  of  this  war,   were  accuftomed 
to  {late,  that  all  fuccefs  depended  on  being  able  to  re-eflablifli 
the  old  heceditary  defpotic  government  of  PVance  ;  and  diac 
in  any  manner  to  countenance  the  proceedings  of  the  mur- 
derers of  Louis  XVI.  was  virtually  to  depofe  the  King  of 
England.*     This  was  attempted,  but  all  their  fchemes  havd 
failed  ;  the  confederacy  fs  diUblved ;  we  have  every  where 
been  bafBcd,  except  at  Tea ;    we  bave  fpent  fifty  mifliont 
.fterling,  and  added  above  eighty  roilCons  to  the  capital  of  the 
national  debt*    There  is  litile  difference  in  the  ficuatioii  of 
aiBiirs,  and  no  additional  fecurity.     I  put  it  to  thofe  gentle* 
men,  then  how  they  can  pretend  to  reconcile  their  fejitiments 
and  conduci ;  when  at  one  time  they  declare  tliat  nothing 
but  the  total  dtflruction  and  eradication  of  certain  principles 
will  be  fufficient  to  pave  the  way  for  peace,  and  afterwards^ 
taking  advantage  of  a  flight  difference  in  circumftances,  fol- 
low mat  line  of  condufl  whigh  has  hitherto  been  recommended 
to  them  in  vain  ?     t  am  aware  of  the  objeftion  that  may  he 
flated  to  what  I  advance,   and  that  I  may  appear  to  argue 
againft  myfelf  i  but  while  1  fincerely  fay,  that  let  a  bona  fiHc 
peace  be  made  by  whom  it  will,  I  Ihall  rejoice,  and  now 
declare  it  to  be  the  wi/h  ncarcfl  my  heart  \  yet  I   contend 
that  it  is  proper  that  the  matter  T)e  fairly  flated  to  the  country^ 
aiid  that  miniftpis  b^  not  allowed  furreptitioufly  to  arrogate 
to  themfclves  that  merit  and  honour  in  tnc  tranfaclion  which 
th-y  are  by  no  means  entitled  to.     It  may  be  faid,  that  the 
preknt  ilcilage  even  goes  farther  than  my  motion,   in  which 
I  wiS  cd  to  confine  myfelf  to  a  point  of  lime  ;   but  the  real 
difltrcnce  between  the  fentimenis  of  this  fide  of  the  houfe 
ui.i  xUcUiiJi  i}:c  other  confifls  in  this";   we  at  all   times  af- 
krtcd  the  propriety  of  ncgcciation ;   4J^,d  although  we  may 
^•jvc  uicd^ihc  expreffion,   ih'at  the  exilling  government  of 
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France,  at  the  time  fuch  nvotion  was  made,  (hould  be  no 
■bar  to  entering  into  an/  treaty  or  negociation  ;  we  meant  not 
to  deny  that  any  other  exiftlng  form  of  government  would 
have  been  equally  competent  to  maintain  the  accuftomed  re- 
^J^ions  of  peace  and  amity.  They,  oft  the  contrary,  have, 
Up-to  the  prefent  moment,  objected  to  ^wtvy  idea  of  negoci- 
ation.  To  fet  this  matter  in  its  true  light  is,  I  conceive, 
the  object  of  the  prefent  amendment.  I  certainly,  above  all  < 
things,  wi(h  the  honour  of  the  country  to  be  faved  \  but  by 
whatever  circumftances  tbefe  gentlemen  may  be  influenced,  * 
I  wi(h  mifiifters  to  acknowledge  the  French  Republic, 'and 
fhall  rqoice  to  think  that  they  are  determined  to  negociate. 

I  with  to  confider  thts  me:ikge  as  an  aflfu ranee  to  that  pur* 
pofc,  and  that  his  M^ijvfty'o  niinifler  is  fincerely  relblvcd  to 
take  the  eariieft  opportunity  of  concluding  a  peace.     Is  this 
rcaHy  fo  ?  -He  appears  to  g' ve  hJs  diflftnt  to  this ;  then  let  him  : 
openly  fay  fo  !  i  indeed  diltruft  every  thing  which  comes  from  > 
Mm  in  the  (hapeof  Word?.     Laft  year,  in  the  amendment  to 
my  motion  for  entering  intci  negocia.ion,  the  right  honourable  ' 
Gentleman  ftated  that  he  would  be  ready  to  neeociate  when*  > 
ever  fuch  a  government  (hould  beeftabllfhed  in  France  as  was 
lijcely  to  maintain  the  accuftomed  relatioasof  peace  and  amity, 
leaving  it  entirely  to  conje£lure  what  fprt  of  government  that 
might  be,  and  not ^cven  laying  whether  the  exilting  govern- 
ment at  that  time  was  fucn  a  government  or  not.     At  that 
tiq^e^  we  found  that  other  governments,  fuch  as  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  America,  thought  they  could  ;  that  Pruffia  after-: 
wards  thought  fo  likewife,  and  that  Spain  had  fmcc  manifefted  • 
the  fanie  opinion  ^  thtfe  honourable  Gentlemen,  however  I 
fuppofe,  thought  they  could  not.      There  is  one  phrale  in  the 
mcfiage  and  addreis,  extremely. equivocal.     We  are  to  look: 
for  a  diipolition  on  the  pjrt  of  the  French  to  negociate  thus ;  . 
though  the  minifter  may  acknowledge  the  competency  of  the 
Fraich  government  for  negocianon,  he  may  take  as  much 
tioie  as  he  pleafcs  before  he  difcovers  a  proper  difpofi<ion  mani* 
&fting  itfelf.     In  fhort,  looking  upon  it,  until  contradidfcd,  as 
^  fort  of  aflurance  on  the  part  o^  minifters,  I  may  for  fome  . 
time  fufpcnd  my  motion  on  this  fubied^  and  hx-lingas  1  do, 
and  wiftiiiig  to  be  perfe£tly  Explicit  m  my  fentiments,  leaving 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  his  refponfibility,  I  fiuii 
voce  for  the  amen  Iment  (»f  my  honourable  friend. 

T^  OhameHor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  prefaced  the  addrcft 
whicn  he  hid  tf>c  honour  of  propofing  with  very  few  words*  . 
bccaufe  he  conceived  there  could  have  been  no  diiFer^nce  of 
opinion  upon  the  fubje^.     He  formed  this  opinion,  borh  from 
adverting  to  the  nature  of  bis  Majefty'a  gracioas  communica- 
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tipn,  from  thefituation  of  the  contending  parties,  znd  trom  the 
exiting  circuml\a|iccs  of  the  war.  What  was  moft  calcif- 
laXed  to  confiriri  that  opinion  was,  the  cpndutft  of  the  honour- 
abk  gentleman  himfelt.  who  had  juft  fat  down,  and  who  the 
preceding  day,  when  he  had  introduced  the  prefent  fubjeA, 
after  mature  coniideralion,  faid  he  would  not  prefs  the  motion 
ef  which  be  had  given  notice.  He  declared  i)e  was  at  a  lofs  to 
uoderftand  what  was  at  this  time  the  honourable  Gentleman's 
objed;  it  would  feem.  that,  had  he  fqllowed  his  own  inclina- 
tion, there  would  and  ought  to  have  ^een  no  amendment,  and 
yet  he  votes  for  that  propofed.  At  the  fame  time,  too,  be 
feems  inclined  to  put  the  fame  conftrudion  on  the  meaning  of 
the  m'^flage  and  addrefs  that  was  intended  to  be  coi>veyed  by 
the  amendment  It  was  really  fiogular  to  obferve  the  mode  in 
which  the  £[ueftioo  had  been  t^en  upj  to  attend  to  the  argu-  ' 
ments  which  bad.  generally  been  ufed  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide,  and  the  cooduiSt  which  tbev  practically  purfued. 

»  T^he  addrefs  went  to  pledge  the  Houfe  to  co-operate  with 
his  Majefty  on  fuch  m^afures  as  might  tend  to  the  obcainmrnt 
of  peace  on  lionourajble  terms^  and  itatcd  that  (he  Houfe  was 
fatisficd,  that  if  a  difpofition  to  that  tSScSt  was  manifefted  on 
the  fart  of  the  enemy,  his  Majefty  was  inclined  to  meet  ir, 
hy  which  the  Houfe  would  entertain  a  hope  that  peace  might 
be  concluded  on  honourable  terms^  and  thatj  whether  we 
fhould  fucceed  in  the  objed  by  his  Majefty's  readinefs  to  meet 
that  difpofition  to  negociate,  muft  depend  altogether  upon  the 
urmu    What  faid  the  amendment  moved  by  an  honourable 
Gentleman  ?  It  went  a  great  deal  further.     It  went  to  require 
his  Majefty 's  miniftera  imm.ediately  to  enter  on  that  negoci- 
ation,  wheth^  they  ihould  fee  that  difpofuion  manifed^  or 
not  4    oc  rather,   whether  they    Oiould   fee  thsLt  difpofitiou 
affirmed  or  negatived  by  the  enemy  in  the  courfe  of  their  con- 
'6u£\,     Such  was  the  nature  of  the  amendment  which  had 
been  fupported  by  honourable  genrlemen,  who,  upon  various 
occafion5,  with  fo  much  zea),  eloquence,  and  addrefs,  fre- 
ouently  urged  every. topic  to  prove  that  minifters.  were  refpon- 
iible  to  the  publick  for  not  havhig  opened  a  negociution  long 
ago^^^and  thatihey  fhould  not  wait  until  they  faw  the  difpofi- 
tion to  negociate  in  the  enemy ;  and  now  that  minifters  were 
coming  forward,  with  a  declared  readinefs  on  the  part  of  his 
Ma}e(Vy    to  meet  that  difpofition,  they  charged  them  with 
having  abandoned  their  former  arguments  upon  this  fabjefi, 
to  throw  obftacles  in  the  way  of  negociation.     T  his  wns  the 
way  in  which  they  proved  to  the  houfe,  and  to  the  publick, 
their  earntftnefs  for  a  negocratioii  for  peace.     The  theme  of 
their  eloqucxK:e  formerly  was,  that  peace  was  at  all  events 
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defirable,  To  defirabte  that  they  cared  not  by  whom  il  «ra$  ek- 
taviied.     The  theme  of  their  eloquence  at  prefent  wai,  tt^it 
Qiinifters  had  abandoned  all  their  former  arguments,  and  ibr 
whole  of  their  confiftsncy,  by  profeffing  a  readinQts  to  moet. 
the  deilre  of  the  enemy,  if  any  fMch  dclire  flipuld  appear^  IQ. 
negociate  forj>eace  upon  juft  and  honourable  terms*     The 
purity  of  fuch  oppofuion  was^  no^  a  fubje^l  for  him  to  diicu&. 
Gentlemen  feemed  to  triumph  under  the  idc^  that  they  bad 
ditcovered  ij^confiftency  in   the  conduct  of  his  Majefty't 
ipinifters }  aad  they  feezed  to  triumph  a$  if  thia  inconfiileacy 
had  been  proved  :  they  feemed  indeed  to  iriunoph  at  the  idea 
that  they  could  imprefs  gpon  the  houfe  tgoiq^  which  might 
reftrain  (he  objet^t  of  negociation.     They  teemed  to  rejoke 
^at  they  had  tound  means  to  impede  thit  peace  which  they 
on  fo  m^ny  occafions,  in  the  aoimacion  of  their  eloquence,  and 
the  candour  pf  their  nature^  det:lared  to  be  th«^  obj«^  which, 
was  neareft  to  their  hearts..    They  ^eiped  to  toiumph  that, 
although  the  enemy  might  noapifefi  a  difpoiition  to[  negociato* 
for  a  peace,  yet  by  the  prefent.  minificr  a4)eace  qomM  not  be. 
concluded.      Whether  fuch  ^  triumph   wa$  founded    upoa. 
pubjick  principle  and  patriotic  pirinqiplc^  or  was,  a  triumph  of: 
a  le(s  dignified  natures  he  ihould  leave  to  others  to  determine, 
or,  if  they  pkafed)  he  would  leave  it  to  theie  ge«tkmea  to 
determine  for  themfelves. 

What  were  the  circiimftances  which  bad  been  ftrenuoufly 
infifted  upon  by  the  fupportersof  the  amendment,  and-particu* 
larly  the  hoaoui'able  gentleman  wbo  fpoke  laft  in  favour  of  that 
amendmenti  He  d^l^^d  he  h9^  noc  heard  one  word  to  that 
e&St  by  ypsiy  ofargunieiH ;  as  little  bad  he  heard  a^inft  the 
addrefs  which  he  had  the  honour  to  move.  H^  meant  he  had 
not  heard  any  thing  from  ihefe  j^eotlemen  againft.  their  agree- 
ing to  the  addrefs,  for  tie  drift  of  their  arguments  went  agatoft 
himfelf  and  the  majority  of  the  houfe,  with  whom  he  agreed  m 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  war,  agreeing  to  the  addrefs.  l^faey  ea-> 
deavoured  \o  prove  that  this  addrefs  was  perfe^SUy  confident  with 
dieir  arguments  upoa  all  former  occafions,  when  the  fubjedt 
of  the  war  was  debated,  but  pcrfe£Uy  tnconlificnt  witti  the  con- 
du^  of  the  maJDtity  of  the  houfe.  This  argument,  thus  fisgti* 
hr  in  its  nature,  was  founded  upon  neither  more  nor  lef^than  a 
total  fbrgetfulnefs  of  every  leading  fad  and  every  leading 
argument  that  had  been  brought  forward  (inCe  the  commeiice^ 
mentof  this  war^  up  to  the  moment  in  which  be  was  fpeaking. 
Thefe  gentlemen  applied  all  their  objections)  not  to  the  con- 
duct cf  the  enemy,  but  to  the  conduiSl  of  the  executive 
«>vernment  of  this  country.  They,  in  the  iirft  place,  bring 
forvirard  an  obiexvation  which  ha^  again  and  again  been  con- 
futed. 
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fated;  ttaC'tbe  war  originaieil  in  the  aggrc^ffion  of  this  country. 
They  ill  the  fecond  place,  wifli  to  fix  minifters  with  having 
Hated  it  to  be  an  abfolute  /iw  qua  mn  lo  eftablifli  a  certain 
form  of  government  in  France,  and  that  coo  in  the  ancient 
fotxthy  tbateverlaftiog  warfare  was  <Jec)ared  againft  every  other 
(yftcm,  and  that  unlefs  that  objedl  was  obtained,  it  was  to  be  a 
Mkim intermcTHim,  -Thirdly,  that  between  the  ftate  of  thfe 
prefent  government  of  France  and  thofe  that  preceded  it  fince 
file. revolution)  there  was  no  praSical  difiinction  (b  as  to  give 
11$  any  fecurity  for  peace  until  tbe  ancient*  form  be  eftabHlhicd* 
Fourthly,  that  the  prefent  form  of  go\'ernment  in  France,  in 
eiUbliibing  a  Council  of  Ancients,  &c.  nothing  had  been' 
gatnejd  to  us.  And  laftly,  that  we  had  met,  in  the  whde 
cocrrfe  of  the  war,  nothing*  but  defeats,  difaders,  and  difgraces,- 
with  tbe  exception  of  a  few  v}<Sories  at  fea.  On  each  of  tf^efd' 
heads  it  would  be  neceflary,  before  he  fat  down,  to  make  feme 
lemarks*.  Upon  the  iirft  point,-  he  would  not  tread  over 
f^e  ground  that  had  been  already  fo  fully  occupied,  nor 
imagine  tha^  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  honourable  gentle^ 
man  prefent  to  reafon  over  the  majority  of  the  houfe,  to 
the.  perfuafion  that' the  war  was  not,  in  the  mod  emphatic^'. 
fcnfc  of  the  word,  defei>five^  on  the  part  of  this  countrjj 
;ind,'  at  th^  f«>n>e  clme^  x\\t  moft  important,  in  a  general 
point  ot  view,  that  ever  was  undertaken,,  involving  the- 
ihlCTcfts  and  well- Wing  of  Europe,  nay,  of  all  mankind. 
Wlien  that  war  was  once  commenced,  it  certainly  became 
a  flkioft  material  queftion,  wheli  they  could  again  l^uk  for 
]9MK3ef  Tbe  anfwer  couM  not  but  be,  not  until  we  have 
repelled  unjuft  eggreffion,  and  procured  reafonable  hp[es  of 
futmre  fecuHty. 

Oi>i4be  firft  day  of  the  prefent^flion  he  had  flated  to  the 
hotife  fomc  reafon  for  being  firtisfied  with  our-  eflfiorts.  Ke 
fteted  jhat  he  confidered  our  eflbrts  as  an  example  ui  future 
tttnes,  as  well  as  a  fatisfa£lion  to  our  own  feelings  \  as  a  foUrcc 
of  comfort  lo  every  lover  of  juftice,  of  good  order,  and  of  every ' 
thing  that  was  refpedable  in  fociety,  tnat  the  efforts  of  a  great 
and  a  free  people  had  done  fo  much  to  ftem  the  torrent  with  * 
which  all  the  civififed  world  was  threatened  to  be  ovwr* 
whelmed.  -  He  ftaied  further,  that  he  ihould  hav€  been  happy 
if  the' war  had  ended  Hn  a  -total  diflblution  of  -  that  fydem 
which  had  been  adopted  by  our  enemies.  He  ftated  alfo,  that 
even  dangerous  as  thcfe  principles  were,  the  war  might  be 
terminated  even  under  the  prefent  form  of  the  government 
of. France;  and  he  obfervcd  that  the  evils  with  which  civil 
fociety  had  boen  thrsaceoed  by  the  prinoipleon  which  jtbi^ 
war  had  been  carried  on  by  our  enemes^  had  been  \f\,  a  great- 
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degree  defeated*  Whexi  he  wasaflced,  why  we  expended  (o 
inuch  of  our  blued  and  treafure  in  the  profecurion  of  this  war  ? 
hs  would  afifwer,  ic  was  becaule  our  enemies  gave  us  no  a]> 
ternative  but  to  hazard  them.  Whe#  he  was  afked,  what  we 
bad  gained  by  the  war  ?  he  would  anfweri  alt  that  we  muft 
have  loft  without  it*  What  did  the  fupporters  of  the  amend  - 
ment  defire  the  houfe  to  do  ?  *  They  aflced  Parliament  to  take 
iway  all  difcrction  from  the  executive  power,  and  give  a  bond 
to  the  efiemy  that  all  further  efforts  fliould  be  difconcinue4ft 
aL:ainft  them.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  not  content  that  the 
neceflliry  inference  of  the  principles  of  tlie  enemy  Ihould  ftil-. 
low  in  I  heir  courfe,  but  they  muft  take  away  the  vccv  means 
of  making  the  negotiation  an  advantageous  one  to  the  coun^ 
try;  as- if  the  mifchiefof  xhcfe  prin^ciples  couid  nototherwife 
be  I'ufficiently  certain ;  and  yet  thefe  gcntleoiea,  at.  the  open- 
ing of  the  ^flion»  declaimed  violently  on  the  nccc^tj  of 
.entering  into  a  negociation.  They  might  bring  forwaxJ, 
day  after  day,  their  diiFcrent  motions  upon  that  fubjedt,  oac 
after  another,  to  record  their  principles  that  the  war  was  un- 
juft  afking  always  in  their  torn,  what  we  had  got  by  the 
war?  7'his,  he  believed,  the  boiafe  would  think  was  not  a 
very  candid  or  juft  mode  of  proceeding.  H^  would  next  call- 
upon  the  houfe  to  mark  the  candour  of  the  febond  part,  to 
which  he  had  adverted,  of  the  argument  of  thefe  gentlemen.. 
He  had  faid  that  the  aggreilion  of  the  enemy  on  us  wa!i  vro- 
lent,  and  unlike  all  former,  tvcnunjuft  wars,  in  which  alL'es 
had  been  attacked  or  territories  feized,  or  in  which  my  of 
the  ufual  caufes  of  juft  war  had  appeared;  but  that  the  war 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  intimately  cot|neded  with  prb- 
ciples  which  proftflfed  an  intention  to  fubvert  all  thfrefta-* 
bliihed  governments  upon  earth,  which  the  efforts  of  the  pro- 
fcflbrs  of  thefe  principles  could  reach.  He  faid  this  priaci« 
pie  would  allow  no  reft  to  any  eftablifhed  government  upon 
earth  whWe  it  had  any  force  to  refift,w»th.  He  faid  fo,  and 
he  felt  it  to.be  thecaufc  of  the  prefent  war,  and  that  we  had 
no  rcfourc^  bat  that  cf  repelling  with  vigour  the  attack  that 
WrS  n^ad::  upon  us.  He  faid  alfo  there  were  many  in  that  un- 
hippy  country  anxious  for  the  defiru£li6n  of  thst  principle^ 
and  willing  to  co-operate  with  os  fdr  that  deftrutaionr.  He 
faid  it  was  the  juft  exercife  of  the  right  of  war  to  interfere 
in  the  internal  concerns  of  an  enemy,  to  endeavour  to  over- 
throw .that  government  for  the  porpofe  of  bringing  the  war. 
to  a  conc^ufion.  No  man  ever  attempted  to  refute  this  prin- 
ciple upon  the  authority  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  upon  the 
principles  of  jafticc.  He  faid  he .  wiflied  for  peace  on  ho- 
liourable  grounds^  and  as  favourable  io  us  as  "poilibiei     This 
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ivas  all  A'cTnterferenCc  that  hft  civer  intended  with  rcfpe^a  to 
die  ^overhmenc  of  France,    Instead  of  taking  this  on  a  fi^ir 
ground,  it  was  maintained  by  gentleinen  6n  the  other  *fide(  . 
chat  he  wiflied  at  all  events  to  ovrerthrow  the  whole  govern-. 
ment  of  France,  and  to  fubftitute  the  oW  in  its  place,  and  . 
even  that  day  was  quoted  the  phrafc  of  helium  internecirjumi 
as  applicable  to  the  prcfent  ^ar,  a  phrafe  which  he  believed 
was  nfever  pronounced  by  any  gentleman  on  that  fide  o^  th^^. 
hoitfe  but  toVepel  a  milreprefentation  fr'om    the  other  fide,. 
He  would  fay  pofitively  for  himfclf,  he  never  ufed  it^  for  any 
Other  piirpofe,  an<}he  believed-it  was  never  lb  ufed  by  any  other* 
When  Tie  ftatcd  that  the  govetnhient  of  France  was  bad  in  . 
principle,  he  then  faid  that  even  under  that  government  there 
were  circumftances  that  might  compel  us  fo  treat  for  peace^ 
He  dtd  not  deny  that'  he  had  admitted,  nay  contended,  that 
monarchy' was  defirabie  for  th^t  country,  and  for  the  general  , 
intereft  of  mankind  ;  but  to  the  idea  that  he  had  at  any  time 
made  the  reftoration  of  monarchy'  a  fine  q^a  noftj  was  fo.en- 
fSrdyT>cyond  all  he  had  ever  uttered  upon  the  fubjedt,  that  he 
fhouKi  not  argue  it. 

He  was  come  to  another  point  which  had  been  a  good  deal  . 
infifted  upon ;  vii.  that  if  the  executive  government  fhould 
ihake  peace,  they  were  chargeable  ^ith  a  dereliflion  of  their 
principle.  How  flood  that  j)olnt  ?  Ne  faid  on  former  oc« 
cafions,''that  we  could  not  make  peace  until  there  wns  a 
.reafoh^ble  expedation  of  fecurity  for  its  continuance,  an^ 
that  if  fucli  a  fecurity  would  be  reafonably  expcfled^ 
that  tVeh  the  queftion  muft  depend  upon  the  terms.  No^  .the 
^ueifion  was,  did  the  enem]^  ftand  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to, 
fiiake  t'hat  expeflation  6f' fecurity  reafonable,  and  will  tbcy 
ihew^  difpoiitioft  to'  negotiate?  It  was  qn  tbefe  points  .out. ' 
condud  Aould  be  regulated. 

*  In  confidcring  that  part  of  thc'fubjtS,  the  next  queftion 
Was,  is  there  not  a  fubflantial  dif&rrchce  between  the  former^' 
order  of  thinjgs  in  France,  and  the  prefent  order  ?  upon  thi^ 
Axbjed  gentlemen  had  argued  as  if  the  fornier  mode  of  gpvern- 
ineht  was  as  good  for  our  fecurity  in  negotiating  as  the  prefenU 
That* queftion,  like  evyy  other,  mutt  depend  upon  all  the 
circumftances  which  attend  it.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide. 
6ad  faid,  \f  the  ter(ts  w^re  right,  the  former  government  was 
fucb  its  we  might  haVe  treated  with  f^/efy.  He  had  faid^h^ 
Ad  not  think  lb,  and  oT  the  former  government  he  would  (ay, 
the  fame  ftill.  But  he  faid  we  ftxQuld. treat  now  becaufe-thc, 
prefent  government  mi^ht  be  fafc.  TKefe  gentlemen  turned,* 
round  upon  him,  and  laid,  ^'  l*his  is  not  the  time  in  which 
Wc  fliallbe  life  In  treating  according  to  the  miniftcr's  bwa 
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pinciples.     He  is  inconfiftent  with  himfelf,  he  abandons  his 
own  ground."     Thefe  gentlemen,  in  their  anxiety  for  hi« 
confiftcncy,  loft  fight  of  the  intercft  of  their  country,  which 
was  committed  to  their  charge.     Whether  there  was  a  great 
difference  between  the  fituation  of  France  at  the  prefent  or  at 
former  times,  when  he  had  den'ed  the  policy  of  attempting 
to  negotiate,  was  a  queftion  into  the  detail  of  which  he  (hould 
not  at  prefent  enter  ;  he  would  refer  to  what  he  had  find  on 
that  point  on  the  firft  day  of  the  preient  feffion.     He  had  laid 
then  that  from  che  change  which  had  taken  plaice  in  the  form 
of  their  government,  from  the  change  which  had  taken  place 
with  regard  to  its  mode  of  calling  forth  itsfupolies,  and,  above 
all,  with  regard  to  the  change  which  had  viiibly  taken  place 
in  the  dHpofition  and  temper  of  the  people  of  that  country,  1 
there  was  a  reafonable  hope  that  a  peace  might  be  concluded 
with  them  at  this  time ;  and  this  hope  had  not  exifted  at  any 
former  period  of  the  war.     There  were  points  in  this  argu- 
ment which  he  knew  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  wouM  be 
difpofed  to  contcrt  ;  but  be  the  degree  what  it  might,  there 
certainly  was  a  difference  in  the  fituation  of  France  at  this 
moment  from  any  other  period  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  war.    Gentlemen  (hould  not  miftake  him— he  was  not 
going  to  pronounce  a  panegyric  on  the  prefent  form  of  the 
government  of  that  country.     He  only  faid  it  was  different 
trom  its  former  ftate.  .  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had 
talked  of  an  attack  on  the  pripciples  of  that  country  by  fome, 
and  the  defence  of  them  by  others  that  night  >  was  ita  mere  flip 
of  inadvertency  or  did  they  mean  it  (hould  be  underftood  that 
he  was  to  invert  the  propofition,  and  fay  that  he  attacked  the 
principles  of  the  French,  and  that  thefe  honourable  gentlemen 
were  the  defenders  of  ihem  f  He  wouhi  leave  that  to  the  cooler 
reflexion  of  thefe  <?onourable  gcnilemen.     Whether  they 
defended  the  conllitution  of  the  Frendi  he  knew  not  y  he  was 
not  the  defender  of  it,  exccpron  a  comparifon  with  the  for- 
mer one.     There  wen  others  in  this  country  who  certainly 
were  the  defenders  of  the  French  ;  thofe  who  profeflcd  to  be 
the  friends  of  the  French  principles,  who  adopted  and  avowod 
them  ;    who  had  attempted  to  introduce  into  this  couatry 
jacobin  names  and  tenets ;  who  had  endeavoured  to  reduce 
them  into  praflice  j  who  had  tried  to  fubvert  the  conftitutioii 
of  England ;  who  had  treated  with  contempt  the  prefent  f  >rrti 
of  government  of  France,  becatife  it  bore  too  near  a  refem- 
blance  to  fome  part  of  the  conftitution  of  England;  who  had 
exprcffed  their  abhorrence  of  it,  becaufe  it  was  fappofcd  to 
have  fome  likenefs  of  Comething  ihot  was  EngKlb.     This4>f 
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itfelf  proved  to  bim  the  advsuitage  the  ncwcofiilitvittoa  lu^ 
over  any  thing  which^  preceded  it,  becaufe  it  has  b-^cooie  the 
objed-of  anger  tothefe  people^  inftead  of  being  the  theme  of 
praife.  But  does  any.maa  mean  fcrioufly  taaiTert,  that  up 
cUfierence  has  taken  ^cci  When  the  Rights  of  Man  lyorp. 
fuUy  a&ed  upon,  there  was  but  one  only  rtrprefeptative  body^ 
C3Mitaining  in  itfelf  ^U  poweis  iegiHacivc,  .executive  and  jif4^r- 
cial,  the  only  lawful  center. from  which  cveiy  thin^  wa^  tp 
proceed.  The  newconftltuuon  was  a  complete  dlfcJaimer  of 
that  wild  and  delufive  theory.  It  was  f4>uncled  on  experience 
M  far  as  it  went..  They  had  admitted  the  dodrine,  the  falfer 
liood  of  the  do£lrine,  of  perfc;^  equality.  Thcy'had  admitted 
(for  he  was  pot  afraid  of  the  word)  of  artificial  difliodtio;), 
-which  faftencd  and  k^  pt  together  the  mafs  pf  focicty.  They 
had* endeavoured  to  repair  the  breaches  of  their  former  fyftem* 
a  fyfteixk  of  pure  democracy  ;  a  fyftcm  which  united  in  it  all 
^he  horrors  of  other  fyftems,  without  the  advantage  of  either  ; 
inftead  of  having  one  popular  afTcmbly,  where  the  fudden  and 
uncontrouled  gufts  of  paflion  fubdued  the  reafon ;  and  the 
French)  dangerous  intheicdeterminatiqn  to  their  neighbours, 
itiftea^  of  that  condition  in.  which  the  wlfeil  man  was  und^r 
thecontroul,  and  fubjedt  to  the  corrcdion,  fury  and  frenzy 
of. a  mob;  indead  o\  b^ing  fubjcdt  to  the  violence  and  fury 
of  a  lawlefs  rabble,  they  had  arrived  at  oqe  point  tt\at  ^ould 
be  ufeful  to  them;  tliey  had  laid  hoid  of  one  .of  the  elements 
which  contribute  to  &)rma  focial  ftatc  for  man,  a. mixed  form 
p£  govcf nmenV  They  hfid  feparated  the  legiflative  from  the 
executive  pact.  .  They, had  formed  two  houfc^  of  Jegiflature, 
and  had  fa  far  \T)ita|cd.what  contributed  fo  much  to  ,the  excel- 
lency of  our  c<?nttitution.  Were  thefe  points  to  he  £o|:  rid 
4>f  by  quaintly  HaUing  the  two  hpufes  of  legiflature  old  ai)d 
^young  gentlemen^  as  he  had  heard  them  called  ?.The  tiling  in 
«plain  Engiiih.  wa»  this ;  they  h^  n9w  two  houfes  of  jegiila- 
tuK  .inftead  of  one  popular  aflembly.  Th^y  had  now  an 
executive  government,  fepi-atc  from  the  legifii^tive.  Thefe 
.points  couftitufcd  a  fjifferenc^  be^vveen  their  prefent  form  of 
government  and  that  of  a  pure  dei^ocracy.  Whether  ihjsir 
profent  government  was  a  machine  that  would  la^  ^or  a  gre^^t 
.length  of  time,  he  v^eM  r>ot;pretend  tn  dicidc  ;  be  was  i}Ot 
*  prefumptuous  enough  even  to  gucfs,  ^c  only  faid  they  wcie 
fo  far  wife  when  they  preferred  experience  to  tijeory.  Nothing 
that  the  mod  ingenious  artifl  had  dcfigned  at  once,  could  in 
his  mind  be  cquaLin- utilky,  application  and  excellence 
..to  that  frame  of  government  arifuig  from  the  adoption  .of 
V  gradual  impiovetncnts  naturally  fuggefted  from  tio^  to  time 
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in  the  courfe  of  events,  and  which  was  the  reTult  of  the 
experience  of  manlcind  in  the  cotirfe  of  ages.   • 

But  after  all,  he  would  afk,  if  he  had  refted  all  hitfecurity 
cm  the  form  of  government  lately  adopted  in  France  ?  Gentle- 
men had  faid  that  he  had  tnfifted  th^c  the  former  governmeat 
of  that  country  was  not  capable  of  fHaintatmng  the  ufaal  rela* 
tions  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  powers,  and  that  now  be 
evaded  that  aueftion.  How  had  he  condud^ed  himfelf  upon 
that  point?  Had  he  ever  denied  that  e^eii  the  government «f 
France  then  was  totally  incapable  of  being  treated  with^  No 
fuch  thing;  he  had  thought  that  to  compel  the  ^overnmcnC4)f 
this  country  to  treat  with  France  wa^,  under  an  the  circum** 
ftanccs,  inexpedient  on  our  part,  and  becaufe  the  propofitions 
brought  forward  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  were  mere 
dry  dnd  abftraS  queftions,  leadnig  to  no  particular  good  effeft. 
We  were  not  to  conclude  in  the  abftrad,  and  witboat 
confidering  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  without  (eeifig  what 
^were  their  means  and  what  their  difpoHtions.  What  was 
likely  to  become  the  iituatibn'-of  )>othf  While  the  fyftcm^f 
terror  prevailed  in  France,  neither  the  di(pofltion  of  the  people 
•nor  their  means  could  be  judged  of,  both  being  coverted  with 
the  homage  whieh  they  were  obliged  to  pay  to  tyranny.  .  Bat 
-be  had  been  aflced,  what  he  thought  of  the  views  of  the  Frensh 
with  regard  to  their  future  operations  ?  He  muA  anfwer,  he 
xouldnotfay;  but  he  would- fay  this,  that  France  would 
;confu)t  its  own  happinefs  by  not  endetvouring  further  to  di(^ 
:tarb  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  by  ageing  *to  juft  and 
equitable  terms  at  this  time;  and  he  maintained  that  the  ftate. 
•of  their  finances  was  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  net  to' enable  tiiein 
<to  proceed  much  longer  in  the  conteft  ^thottit  utter  ruin  to 
'diemfelves.  This  fulled):  indeed  hasalreadv  been  amply  di£- 
cufied.  A$an  additional  argument^  he  dmred  only  to  call 
^their  attention  to  what  had  paffed  withfn  ^heiis  few  weaki  i  he 
appealed  to  the  dying  confeffion  of  the  old  government,  and 
^o  the  infant  a<^8  of  the  new.  If  fuch  were  their  exhaufted 
ilate,  it  could  hardlybe  fuppofed  that  they  Would  fooff-agai«i 
he  inclined  to  revive  the  conteft.  -7^hefe  cifcumflantei,  which 
i)e  had  juft  mentioned,  were  almoft  all  new ;-  and,  as  he  had 
endeavoured  to  prove,  very  diStrrent  from  any  tbathad  hither- 
to occurred.  Some  might  imagine  that  there  was  fufBcient 
fecurity  before  that  period.  They  could  not  then  deny  that 
there  ^smore  at  this  time. 

Another  part  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman 

who  fpoke  lail  was  extremely  material  to'be  attended  to.    He 

bad  been  pleafed  to  by,  that  the  war  badbten  to  us  a  fcene  of 
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difafiers  and  dBfeats,  except  in  thejnRaocesof  Tea.  engage- 
ments.    That  was  the  account  which^that  honourable  gentle- 
iqan  had  pieafed  tg  give  the  eSe^l  of  our  exerttMs*  .  He  faid 
we  had  cnet  with  nothing  ^u(  difaflere^  with  only  the  exciy* 
tion  of  a  few  inftances,  acid  then  he  hrought  out  a  coJ&Lpaooi- 
Ibefis  wicb  refped  to  our  fea  engagements^    That  fuch  an 
obiervation  ihould  come  from  that  honourable. gentleman  was 
extraordinary.indecd.  .Was  it  true?.  Was  there  ever  a  war 
in  which  this^country  could  boaft  of  fo  m^ny.  Aiccefsfui  caipdi- 
dates  for  the  fame  and  glory?    Was  there  ^ver  a  warvjn 
.  which  tbe  Britilh  charader  bad  been,  gendered  more  03ulfed9 
orJQ  which  thofe  of  our  land  as  well  as  our  fea  fervicQ  had 
Sktchieved  more  military  fame,  from  the  higheft  in  command  to 
the  loweft  attendant?. Had  the  honourable  gentleman. forgotten 
what  tbe  Britifli  bad  done  in  Holland  and  in  Germany,  s^ 
was  tl^e  laurel  not  their  .due  as  much  as  if  their  efforts,  >incon- 
junAion  with,  others,  had  been  fucceffiul  i  Was  nothing  to  iie 
iaid  in  praife.of  di&ppointed  valour?    Had  the  fon  forgotiten 
the  icrvice  of  his  father  ?  Had  that  honour^Ie  genUemm  for* 
gotten  what  was  accomplilhed  by  Sir  Charles  Grey  in, the 
Wed  Indies,  or  did  he  feel  no  pride   or   gratitude  to  thatil^ 
luftrious  officer  for  his  cdndu&  upon  that  fervice  ?  Nor  did  -he 
agree,  with  that  honourable  gentleman  inconfidering  the.prih 
-fent  war  in  other  i:efpeds  fo  diHiflrous  to  this  .eountry,  -even 
fuppo£og  it  to  end .  a$  it  now  .w.as.     Let  him  lo^k  at  the  three 
different  points  that  we  had  gained   in  the  prefent  .cooteft^ 
Martinique,  Cape  Nicola  Mole,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hcpeir 
and  then  let  him  afk  hi mfelf  whether  they  were  not  the  moft  m^ 
portant  that  could  fall  into  our  hands  i     Thefe  pointa  wouM 
iheW  whether  the  war,wa$  fo  very  difaftfous  to  us  as  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  hod  ftated,  and  this  would  lead  the  Houfe 
to  reflciSl  whether,  as    we  had  means  in   ourhand^,  we  had 
not  reafou  to  expedt,  if  true  to  ourfelves,  to  bring  the  war. to 
a  foccefsful  and  honourable  termination.     As  to  the  dif^i^ion, 
which  gentlemen  feenutd  fo  unwilling  to  give  executive\go- 
verment  upon  t|^is  occaiioii,  he  muft  delire  that  tho  Bou6 
would  not  interfere* with  it  in  tbecourfe  of  the  negotiationyif 
they.chufed  to  attach. to  government  any  refpoaiibiUty  for 
what  they  were,  about  to  do.  -But  if  the  amendment  and  the 
advice  of  its  pcompt^rs-w^rc  adopted,  the  difcretioo  of  governs 
nient  would .  be^  entirely  .taken  «aw^y,  ^  and   the  reQiOttiibiltt^ 
would  be  doubled*    Ail  that  was  to,  be  done,  muft  he  done 
>vith  a  view  to  the  relative  ittuation  of  the  enemy. .  The  bo« 
no^ura.ble. gentleman  faid   that,  mini fters  would  have  a  loop^ 
bole,  and  that  they  would  creep  out  of  it,  and,  a&er  proiail'^' 
ingjto  jjegotiatr,  carrv  on  the  war.     He  would  fay  then,  that 
if  his  Majefty  had  reason  to  believe  there  was  a  dtipofilion  in 
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the  enemy  to  negDOtate,  bis  Majefty  would  meet  that  delire; 
and  endeavour  to  render  it  efledual.  This  addrefs  neither 
precluded  his  Majefly  from  entering  into  a  negotiation  imme* 
^atd/y  nor  did  it  bind  him  to  make  it  in  any  form.  He 
wouid£iy  again  this  muft  be  iefc  to  the  difcretion  of  the  exe-* 
aiurc  government.  It  was  ftid  that  they  allowed  only  the 
prefcnt  order  of  things  to  be  fuch  as  they  might  treat  with^ 
and  that  they  might  luppofe  no  other  equally  competent,  con- 
ie^uently  if  another  change  were  to  take  place,  they  fhould 
b«  }(ift  where  they  were.  'I 'hat  however,  was  not  altogether 
the  cafe.  'I'he  permanency  of  the  prcfcnt  government  of 
France  does  not  now,  as  fomierly,  fo  much  conneft  itfelf 
with  the  permanency  of  a  treaty  of  peace.  Formerly  the  fuc- 
ceifion  of  parties  was  fo  rapid  and  fo  vident,  that  this  country 
making  peace  with  one,  would  have  been  fufiicienC  reafon  for 
the  other  parry  to  fet  it  afide ,  but  confidering  the  (ituation  to 
which  France  is  reduced,  no  man  could  pretend  to  fay  it 
would  be  policy  in  any  other  fet  of  men  who  might  come  info 
power,  to  reject  a  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  the  prefenc 
fulcrs.  If  it  were  a(ked,  what  he  would  do  were  the  fame 
miferable  ftate  to  recur,  which  gave  rife  to  the  prefcnt  contcft, 
he  ihould  anfwer,  that  were  he  in  pofiefCon  of  the  means,  he 
would  again  earneftly  requeft  the  Houfe  and  the  countrjr 
tP  repel  the  unjuft  attack,  as  they  had  done  before. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  concluded  with  ob- 
ferving  that  neither  the  form  of  government  of  France,  nor 
the  circumftancei  which  fubG {led  formerly,  were  i^ny  longer 
the  caufe  of  preventing  a  negociation  between  France  and 
this  country,  and  that  the  whole  queftion  of  peace  mud  depend 
OD  the  terms.  For  this  reafon  he  ihould  votejfor  the  Addrefs. 
which  he  had  propofed  to  the  Houfe  as  a  proper  meafure  in  the 
prefent  conjuncture  of  affairs,  and  of  courfe  agaiud  the  amend- 
ment, as  a  meafure  intended  to  defeat  the  obje£l  of  the 
Addrefs. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that,  however  he  might  differ  from  much  of 
what  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentlemen,  however  he  might 
object  to  the  terms  of  the  addrefs  which  had  been  moved,  there 
was  ooc  thing  which  muft  give  him  pleafure ;  he  muft  con*: 
graftidate  the  Houfe  and  the  country  on  the  complete  change 
which  had  happily  taken  place  in  the  language  and  in  th^fyftem 
of  governcnenr.  The  Houfe  would  believe  him  when  he  faid 
that  he  rejoiced,  and  when  he  congratulated  them  upon  this 
chani»e,  fmce  he  bad  alfo  to  congratulate  himfelf  upon  the 
occaftun,  as  this  change  of  language  and  fyftem  pronounced ' 
bis  pardon,  as  was  and  complete  abfolutica  (rf*  all  bis  pait  fins. 

Mitriftera 


^       WOOOTALL-S  VXKLlAMttrrAKY  REPORTS.      [CoMMent. 

Mintftcr«  had  made  a  total  rrtradiion  of  a]|  the  charges  they 
had  brought  againd  him  for  the  motions  he  had  made,  and  for 
the  do^lrines  he  had  held  from  the  commenccrrent  of  the  war 
to  th«  prcfent  day  ?  they  had  fully  acqi-iued  hirii,  and  had 
pofitively  d<;clared,  that,  in  every  fentiment  he  had  uttered,  he 
Was  right,  and  thiit  the   Houfe  (hould  have   aded  upofi  his 
opinion  ;  for  all  along  he  had  maintained  the  dodrine  dc  five  red 
by  his  Majefty's  tneilage.     Three  years  a^jo,  viz.  ou  the  i  cth 
of  December  1792,  he  had  made  a  motion  for  a  ncgpciation 
fi>r  peace.     In  June,  1793,  he  had  done  the  fame  thing  ;  he 
bad  moved  an  amendment  in  the  course  of  the  fame  fefHon^ 
teodtng  to  the  fame  purpofe.     In  January,  17949  he  had  fup- 
ported  the  n^otion  of  an  hjonourable  friend,  ano  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  fame  feflion  he  had  maintained   and  fupported  in 
argument  the  fame  fentiment  as  that  conveyed  in  his  MajcOy's 
neifage,  namely,  that  it  was  fit  and  proper  to  negociatc  with 
the  exIHing  government  of  France.     Ii  had  been  hi^  uniform 
arguntent,  that,  at  every  moment  froni  the  firft  commence- 
Blent  of  hoftilitiesto  the  prefent,  it  was  wife  ind  political  to 
aiake  the?  declaration  which  had  been  then  fubmitied  to  the 
Houfe,  that  France  \7as   in  a  ftate  to  negociate  with  this 
country.     He   had    therefore  at  prcfent  that   triumph,    that 
ll|;inifters  retraced  by  the  mcil'age  ail  the  langu<)ge  they  h^4t 
f^eidin  anfwer  to  hhS  motions,  and  all  the  imputations  whicl^ 
they  bad  thrown  upon  him.     **  What !"  they  faid,  **  treat 
trith  men  whoie  hands  arc  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  their 
ibvereign  !  What !  treat  with  men  who  would  come  here  with 
principles  that  are  i!eftru£^ive  of  ail  government  ?  Whatt ! 
deliver  up  minifters  bound  hand  and  foot  by  a  declaration  of 
fhis  kind  f  *  Such  were  their  arguments,  and  yet  only  m^tlc 
their  condudl  i(they  on  thrs  day  declared  themfdvcs  ready  to  treat 
with  the  new  dircfiory  of  F raiice,  four  members  of  which 
had  adtuaUy  participated  in  the  judgment  and  <lea%h  of  their 
fovcreign,  and  were  direflly  implicated  in  that  a6^.     He  was 
forry  to  fee  that  nptaltthe  miniftcrs  were  prefent  in  that  Houfe, 
who  had  fpoken  in  anfwer  to  his  firft  motion ;  it  would  be  re- 
oolk^edi  however,  by  all  what  was  the  language  of  a  noble 
lecretary  of  ftate  (Lord  Grcnville)  upon  that  occahon.  *'  What, 
would  you  have  us  to  fanftify  that  murder  f  Would  you  have 
lis  to  abet  the  regicides,  by  treating  with  them  ?"     'f  hey  muft 
fbrego  that  chaise  ;  they  mull  abandon  that  imputation,  ^nd 
acknowledge  that   it  was  a  grofs  calumny  j  for  at  this  time 
with  the  fame  identical  men,  and   without  any  declaration 
Vetng  made  by  the  government  of  France  of  the  injuftice  ot 
that  ad,  or  any  aciniwkdgment  tending  to  the  moil  feeble 
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expiation,   they  declared  their  readincfs  to  treat.      It  was, 
allcdged  agninlt'him,  and  the  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the^ 
Houfe,  that  their  motions  and  rea(onihg  went  to  obJige  n?ini-^ 
iters  to  treat.     Tncy  did    no  fuch  thjng ;  neither  his  two 
amendments,  nor  the  motions  of  his  honouiable  friend  (Mr.* 
Grey)  went  fo  far  as  the   prefcnt  mcflage  from  the  Crown. 
His  amendments  di«l  no  more  than  declare  that  there  were  no" 
cmbarrafTments  to  t  re  .ting  in  the  form  of  the  government  o( 
France  ;  nothing  that  made  it  impofTible  or  improper  for  thu[ 
country  to  treat.     The  motion  of  his  honourable  frieftd  wa^ 
ftili  more  gentle.     It  was,  that  there  was  nothing  In  the  gO;-, 
Ycrnment  of  France  that  tended  to  retard  a  negociation.     fiu^ 
the  prefent  melTagc  declared  at  once  their  readinefs  to  trea^ 
linder  ce'-tain  circumftan^cs*  and  the  Houfe  were  called  upoq 
to  do  what  i^ ad  then  been  declared  to  be  fo  improper,  fo  de« 
grading,  and  fo  ignominious.     All  thefe  foul  epithets,  how- 
ever, were  now  completely  retraced,  ancljuftice  was  dime  t« 
the  good  intentions,  aad  to  the  found  policy  of  the  gent lemec} 
on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,     It   might  be  fuppofed,  that,'  in 
fupporting  the  amendment  that  day  made  by  his  honourable 
friend,  that  he  was  arguing  again  ft  the  addrefs.     No,  he  waf 
♦arguing  for  the  addreLs:  he  was  Supporting  the  addrefs  by  thf 
bcft  means  by  which  it  could  be  fupported,  by  adding  to  itai| 
amendtnent  which  would  make  it  intelligible^   and  give  i( 
meaning  an  J  force.     If  it  ihouid  be  faid.  that  it  was  an  oppo; 
fuion  to  the  addrefs,  becaufe  they  propoied  an  amendment,  he 
mull  prott'll;  againft  fuch  reafonir^^,  which  tended  to  deprive 
him  or  the  ffccdom  of  fpeech.     If  he  muft  agree  to  a  propo^ 
.fition  only  in  the  terms  in  which  it  was  put,  ,be  was   deprived 
of  deliberati<'n,    and  was  ))o  longer  permitted   to  be  a  frc^ 
reafoner.     That  would  not,  however,  he  fuppofed,  be  fcrioufl^ 
difputcd  :  2nd  it  would  not  be  afcribcd  to  him  that  he  was  aji 
^enemy    to    peace  beciufc  he   agreed  to  an   amendment  to  a 
meffjge  conveyed  in  terms  extremely  equivocal.     An  encmjr 
to  peace  !  The   v^hole  tenor  of  his  reafoning,  from  the  com;^ 
mencemcnt  of  the  war,  was,  thatevqry  mome^it  wa5  favoura- 
ble to  a  negociation  for  peace.     Had  he  any  objciSlions  to  th<it 
peace  being  concluded  by  the  honour. vble  gpntlemaii  ?— -N'me; 
he  ihould  think  it  an  addition  to  the  bleilLigs  of  pcace^  if  the 
country  could  along  with  it  procure  the  advantage  o\  bringing 
jhis  Majefty's  ministers  into  oiifg race;  and  ftcfhould  conceive 
'that  they  were  complef  t  ly  dii^raced  by  the  retra^ltion  of  every 
afiertiqn  they  had  made,  and  oy  the  furrender  of  every  <bjcit 
which  they  had  heid  out  as  the  pretext  of  war.     If  that  (jioald 
be  faid  to  bcaii  invidious  mode  of  fpeakaig,  he  tud  no  objec- 
tion 
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tion  to  plead  guilty  to  the  charge ;  he  moft  aflurcdly  did  tVink 
Aat,  next  to  the  bleffings  of  peace,  would  be  the  difgrace  of 
inrtiifters,  .who  had  entered  upon  the  war  without  rcafoii,  and 
itr'efted  every  opportunity  of  concluding  a  pejice  upon  terms 
infinitely  more  favourable  for  the  country  than  any  that  they* 
were  now  likely  to  obtain/   It  might,  howAer^  be  their  con^'* 
foling  idea,  that  tf  tbty  had  fejc6ted  peace  upon  better  terms 
than  they  were  likely  to  obtain,  that  (lill  they  had  brdur^ht  the' 
fOtfntry  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  calamity,  and  fo' clamorous -were' 
the* people,  that  peace  upon  any  terms  would  be  received  froth'* 
might  be  their  feeling.     If  it  were  poflible  to  believe  that  the* 
them  as  a  boon  and  an  atoncmentfor  all  their  tranfgreilions.  Such' 
riierabers  of  that  Houfe  could   fo  far  furrender  their  pride, 
their  indepcndence'and  their  fpirir,  as  to  juftify  Tueh  a  fenti- 
fnent,  he  could  oftly  fay  that  they  furreudercd   their  public 
jjrinciples  to  perfonal  motives,  but  that  fuch  conJuft  was  in- 
4K)nfiftent  with  their  duty  as  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and* 
nrcompatible  with   their  eharatSer  as  men  of  honour.     No :' 
though  they  ibould  give  peace  to  the  country,  he  would  not; 
agree  to  forget  their  demerits.     He  would  ftili  think  himfelf 
bound  to  accufe  them  as  the  authors  of  all  the  ealamities  that 
xr^  bad  iufFered  ;  and  that  he  would  not  think  it  was  a  fuffi- 
ctent  atonement  for  their  conduft,  that  they  had  departed  from  * 
t?very  'do£h-ine  by  which  they  had  prevailed  on  a  majority  of 
th&t  Houfe  to  fupportthem  in  the  fyftem. 
He  next  came'  to  confider  the  queftion  of  the  amendment  .And' 
firft,'  if  was    neceffary   to  enquire   whether    the    Addrcfs' 
l^smted  explanation  ^  and  fectmdly,  whether  it  was  necef- 
fary,' in  addition  to  the  declaration  w)}!ch  it  contained,   to' 
'come  to  fome  precife  expreffion  of  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  aS* 
Kr  the  ncceffity  ahdwifddm  of  a  negociation,  whatever  might" 
be  the  form  of  the  government  of  France?     The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  faid,  that  they  (hould  be  left  dpen  to  ne- 
gociate,-bat  fiot  be  obliged  to  it.     Upon'tliat  he  Virould  en- 
quire,- whether  there  did  exift  at  this  moment  a  forth  of  go*- 
vernment  in  France,  that  in- the  opinion  of  hisMajefty's 
mmifters  made  it  wife,  fit,  and-prafticable  for  them' to  treat?  • 
That  was  the  queftion.     Was  it  not  the  intention  of  gentle- 
men, that  with  fuch  a  government  they  Ihbuld  treat?    Laft ; 
irear,  when  his  honourable  frietid  toade  a  motion  for  a  pacifr-  * 
cation,  the  honourable  gentleman  ^objected  to  it  as  being  'a 
practical  declaration  for  treating;  ^nd  he  moved  an  amend- 
ment,' which   he   called   a  cdnditix>nal  declaration,  *  that  \fQ* 
were  difpofed  to  treat,'  whetievef  there-  was  a  form  of  goyerri-** 
jneotiii  Fratice  capable  of  main(»ii»njg  die  accuftomed  re-.' 
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latipns  of  peace  and  nmty  wkk  other  countries.  That  cinic 
yffs  cooie.  Kis  M^jefty's  Mellag^  f xprefsly  decla«e4  fha( 
they  were  come  to  fuch  a  form  of  ^vtrninenc.  N»iy,  9 
more  predie  term  was  ufod  than  ip  the  amendment  ot-  U^ 
year,  for,  ^nftead  of  oth^r  coufitfies,  t^  MeiEigf  exprpisLy 
Itafed  Qre^t  3ricam.  Thca  if  dicy  wiBtrf  to  cooae  to  ibn 
fia^f ,  *^  why  not  declare,  (f^^id  Mf.  Fo»«)  thait  you  vill  tre»| 
With  tlieoi  i  Whir  not  ^  up  >n  yq^r  own  4ec)ar9|ion ,?  wi>p 
opt  \>p  fteady  to  the  prioc4ple  whi(;)i  ,yoi4  hav^  pronouiicedi 
9pd  declare  cbat  you  ^ill  treat  ?'*  ;Si|y:e  tii^t  dedaraiioit  vraf 
aiaide  in  tl^e  Ofiopth  of  June  laft^  tbfre  was  not  a  iUtefai^ll 
ip  £urope»  except  hi%  Majefly^s  tnioiftors,  «i4ip  did  not  be* 
ItevY  thai  France  was  in  (i  ftate  capable  of  inaiht^ioing-  th^ 
relaions  of  j^ace  and  amity  with  other  MHJiitrieSy  Theif 
^oad^Sk  to  neutral  powers  bad deouM^ftrated  tbeia^,  .  Fruffi4 
had  a&^  upon  ifac  demoi^ftratioi),  and  h^  coockdod.  a  ^^afi^ 
accordingly.  It  was  evi^itnt  ep  ajl  ibe  world^ibea,  eaqept  t^ 
the  King's  mtniAers  &  ^r^  if  ibey  bad  h^n  fmfiero  in  thi;  da^ 
cUration  that  they,  made  ia  the  pQntb  of  Jane.laft|  it  woui4 
haye  been  manifeft  to  them  alfo,  and  tbejr  would  bave  ai^ 
upon  it.  Wijtb  this  glaring  fad  befpre  tbeir  eyct^,  would  tbif 
kwk  9g|un  leave  it  In  their  po.wer  to  joggle  with  wordst.  ani) 
fio  jeva^B  Ibetr  own  d^clpirifitioos  ?  VV^ld  ihey  not  th;4»k  it 
msctthrf  ia  prudeoce  to  bind  them  down  to  a  ^ci^  a^ 
«ipoa  fheir  t^wt^  wQiisi  if  th^y  did  noti  what  poifibte-coftn 
fidence  could  they  ^me  in  tbe.  pr^nt  Migration  more  than 
ia  fi^  paft  i  They  migbt  lay^  At  ifas.  tfup  that  at  the  tim^ 
^  malf^ing  fucb  d^s^ratioo  there  appe!ar4:d.;Q  be  a  difpofitioii 
i^  F^nf;e  to  treats  but  cirijCMOiftatiP^^  bad^ban^^d^  fiodthei? 
^^  aot  the  (ane  di(pofKiof)>  .  Tbey  i^bt  ikff^  fQ  jbe  ^iT-n 
cufifUnces  ynkoown.*^  ^OitaUy  difreg^rded  by  the  feft  io$ 
Euriipey  and  might  iay  that  ihcy  wece  4^)^  htound  by  .the  pre- 
|bnt  declaration,  and, that  the  bo|i(r  bid  cpooie  to.no  opinipc^ 
which  nriade  it  neceffiury  for  them  40  treai  i  (ucb  tad  been  tbi| 
miUU  of  their  former  cpnd^d.  The  rjgbt  ^otK>urabl^  geiitlii*^ 
man^bad  perfuaicd  ^  hauie  jto  leave  (W>.open,  and  diey 
wd  /Kglei^ed  the  tigie  upon  whieh  loither  fiateiiiien^  and  o^hef 
4;abiQets,  had  wifWyfei^d)  ^d  happi}y.  .ignproved.  If  tht 
bptffe  defioedt  theref^rei  liiat  the  ble^ogs  qf  4>sace  ibould  be 
oeftprtd  to  this  coun^ry^  itbey  muft  tai(e  ^^re  tb^t,  the  prefen^ 
fddrefs  (bould  be  procife  aod  aMeulate.  If  it  was  not  cJeAs 
and  iaceUigiUey  it  was  .fit  that  it  fi^^^uld  be  Amtiided,  aod.tba 
•Itpcrieuce  of  laft  year  tbould  c^vhk^.  %h^m  th%t  .no  .{of^p-; 
boj^e  fliould  be  lefr,  np  latitude  jg^va^  <o  that  difpe&tif^  tO( 
eq^ vocat"-^  which  ^fy  b^dib  mti^h  rp^SfHk  ioka^CB^.  ,  ,  , 
^   y9uILi795.  '  3B  Speaking 
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'  Speaking  of  France,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ha  J  bidi 
that  the  prefcnt  was  a  fit  govprnmerit  with*  which  to  treat *j 
ttnd  he  accufed  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  of  having 
made  a  flip  of  the  tongue,' when  he  faid  that  by  a  Angular  ftate 
of  things  they  might  be  faid  to  be  attacking  the  French 
conditucidn  which  minifters  were  defending.  It  was  no  flip 
of  the  tongue ;  lior  was  there  any  thing  wrong  in  therrea- 
ibning.  His  honourable  friend  never  otherways  had  defendefT 
the  former  conftitutiohs  of  BVance  as  being  good  govern*^ 
tnents  for  the  people  of  that  country,  but  ^ood  in  relatioii 
to  others.  •  He  and  every- gentleman  around  him  had  con«^ 
tended,  not  that  the  conftitucions  of  France  were  well  framied 
for  the  hapi^inefs  of  the  people  of  that  country,  but  that  they 
were*  fufficient  for  all  the  purpofes  of  good  neighbourhood,* 
and  of  obferving  peace  and  amity  with  others.  They  never 
attempted  to  defend  the  government  of  Robefpicrre.  T*he 
right  honourable  gemleman  would  not  do  him  the  injuftite 
to  impute  to  him  an  approbation  of  that  deteitable  monfter. 
He  had  always  faid  that  every  one  of  the  fucceffive*  govern- 
ments of  France  had  fbewn  a  difpofition  and  capacity  for 
faiaintaining  their  treaties  with  foreign  nations.  Hc-wali  of 
the  fame  opinion  ftill ;  and  if  any  one  man  fhould  rif^  in  his- 
place,  and  aflerc  chat  he  faw  good  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
prefent  government  of  France  was  more  capable  than  any^ 
of  its  predeceflors  to  maintain  thofe  relations,  he  muft  only 
fay  that  he  (hould  very  much  doubt  either  of  his  fmcerity  or 
his  judgment,  k  had  been  a  darling  cxpreflion  to  call  the- 
ftate  of  France  for  three  years  paft  a  ftate  of  anarchy.  It 
would  have  been  -a  more  corred  dcfci^ipMon  to  call  it*  a  ftate 
of  tyranny,  intolerable  beyond  that  of  any  perhaps  that  ever 
was  experienced  in  the  hiftorv  of  man.  'To  fay  that  he*  re- 
joiced in  the  probability  of  its  termination  was,  he  hoped, 
tinnecefllary.  He  certainly  rejoiced  in  ic  as  much  as  he'iii^ 
fn  the  fall  of  the  tyranny  of  Bourbbn.  Was  that  tyranny i' 
however,  capable  of  maintaining  terms  with  foreign  powers  h 
Moft  certainly  it  was.  -  And  if  that  affertion  fbould  be  denied^ 
hh  asi\kd  upon  gentlemen  to  produce  a  fingle  inftancc  in 
which  they  had  departed  from  the  (VriA  -performance  of  their 
eng:vgement5 ;  a  fingle  inftance  in  which  any^^ne  of  the  ad-* 
vcrfe  parties  that  tore  one  another  iil  pieces,;and  in  their  dcP 
picable  and  horrid  conflids  torealfathe  bofom  of  their  county^ 
ever  violated  the  engagements  they  had  made  out  of  France? 
Did  not  the  Briflbtiile  party- maintain- the  treaties  of  iheti* 
predeceflbrs  ?  Did  not  >he  execrable  tyrant  Robefpierre  him- 
ielf  obfepve  wkb  equal  ^dcKty  the  treaties  made  by  Briflbc?* 
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Were  not  Ms  TucCefffirs  ^tfalljr  ResLdf  in  their  perfeverance 
in  the  external  fyftem  which  had  been  adopted?  It  had' been 
remarked  with  fruth,  chat  no  one  time  in  the  French  revo* 
lution  hnd  been  marked  by  a  more  faered  regard  to  the  neti- 
traUtjr  of  foretgA  power*,  than  the  reign  of  ihat  execrable 
tyrant  Robel}>ierre ;  and  it  would  not  be  denied,  but  th^t 
treaties  had  been  made  with  tyrahts  as  execrable;  and  con* 
fidering  what  fort  of  treaties  nitnifters  had  made,  with  whom 
they  had  made  thetti,  and  what  ads  of  bafe  and  abandoned 
tyranny  they  had  not  difcountenanced,  it  was  not  worthy  thie 
manly  character  of 'the  Brttiib  nation  to  abet- them  in  their 
refiftahce  to  a  treaty  with  France. 

Having  thus  fliewh,  i/rfiat  in  his  mind,  he  felt  to  be  thte 
futility  oF  all  objedUon'  tO  treat  on  account  of  the  inlecurity  df 
treaty,  Mr.  Fox  came  te>  their  next  argument,  that  France  wa«i 
At  this  rime  in  the  greateft  poiSble  diftrefs;  Granted.  Was 
that  a  reafon  for  treating  at  prcf?nt  f  Was Jt  becaufe  this  ve  y 
ftabic  government  was  on  the  point  of  annihilation,  that  it  was 
capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  with  foreign  powers? 
The  abfurdity  was  too  grofs  for  argument.  If  their  diftrefs 
was  r'eafon  for  treating  With' them,  had  they  not  this  diftrefs 
a  twelvemonth  ago?  Lit  them  renlcmbcrihe  Speeches  of  the 
right'  honourable  gentleman  and  his  noble  friend  on  the  ftat% 
•oftheiraffignats,  when  they  faid  that  their  depreciation  yvns 
at  the  rate  of  80  per  cent.  Aye,  but  they  had  not  come  to 
fufficient  diilrefe  to  be  foKcitous  of  peace^  and  it  feems  they 
were  by  this  time  come'  to.  that  difpofition.  And  what  wrfs 
of  more  confequence,  it  feemed  that  they  had  at  prefent  a 
conftitution,  which  was  qliife  fit  for  all  the  purpofes  of  nego^ 
tiation.  If  minifters  depended  upon  this  (lender  thread,  ouV 
fecurity  was  flight  indeed.  He  was  not  about  to  praife  or  tb 
cenfure  their  now<onftitut!oni  that  he  owned-  could  be  eftt-^ 
mated  only  by  experience.  •  But  whether  it  was  good,  bad, 
-or  indlfFerenlj  dtd  j¥ot  fignify  a  farthing  to  the  prefent  argu^ 
«ient.  It  was  not  their  enquiry,  vrfiether  it  was  calculated 
'to  give-happintfi'  to  the  people  of  ^France,  it  was  none 
of  their  concern  ;  it  was  not  with>the  conftitution,  out 
with  the  government  of  France,  that  they  had  to  do. 
tThat  government  fhey  had  before,  and  had,  he  would  venture 
to  fay,  in  as  perfe£)  a  thw  as  they  had  at  prefent.  Nay,  if 
'they  could  truft  to  an  ;dIertion  that  had  been  made  in  that 
4ioufe  but. very  lately,  had  it  more  perfe6lly,  fince  it  was  faid, 
that  fome  of  their  geneials  had  violated  the  treatv  that  had 
4^een.made  with  PrufBa.  What  was  the  conftrut^ion  tol)b 
•put  upon  that  condu<5l  ?  That  the  government,  the  only  one 
«      .  3  B  a  under 
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under  which  the  flighttft  violatioQ  of  trj^rity  bad  been  ki)OVn 
iin^ethe  revolution^  was'aHb  th^  ohiy  one  with  which  j||  was 
proper  to  treat.  [It  was  whifptred  ttcr^rfs  ihe,  hoafor  thftiie 
9hlaU4M  aUuded  to  iafpin$d  btj^mre  ihi  iffiMi/bmini  ^.  tii'^^ 
^Jitnt  gwfrnment.]  Bttore  f  (aii  Mr  Fox;  it  Wiis  cxffriidy 
^-ftatod  as  an  Mgumenc  by  chf  othfr  fic^of.the  boufe^  Wlik^T 
fey'nnight  i  cha^  it  was  louliy  without  foundation  be  bejiqyedi 
•he  ecrtainly  never  had  heard  it  exceft  in  that  houfe  upon^b^t 
'Wcca&HU  Bvt^  oh,  they  were  to  have  perfeQ  coofiilem^e.in 
«ahefie  identical  men^  liecauife  France  had  two  houfes  of  l^iib^ 
turr  inftead  pf  one*  .  Their  nutuie  was  to  jbe  cbangcxl»  tho^ 
inftnceiity  to  be  corrededi  and  eyisrjt  objedion  <o  be  at  ^a|i 
Md)  becaOfe  FfajlceM  *t  this  MMt  two  faoufes  inftead  of 
«iie  f  There  was  fomeibing  fo  caitctnGMfy  whimfical,  and  fi> 
unworthy  of  ftalefineai  in  that  mode  ot  reasoning,  that  hp 
woOld  not  Hop  to  reply  to  it»  He  did  not  mean  to  cridcife 
th^prefenr  Freti^h  conftitutikAa  i  be  certainly  thought  it  bett^ 
planned  than  $ny  of  the  preoedin|;(  but  he  would  not  tru^ 
to  it  wiih.grea^tr  cpnAdence  than  to  any  of  its  fiotftunoen. . 
-The^igifiof  the  war  waa  the  topic  th^fi  next  prcism^ 
kielf,  in  which  be  wv^dd  net  ccife  to  fay»  that  Aini^ers  wegr 
the  aggre^ors.  It  was  their  eternal  an^er  to  that  chaig^ 
•that  France  had  declared  the  war»  Their  iiicefl%nt  recur** 
rence  to  that  feeble  fubterfuge  procQfded  from  a  c^ifiuoua 
^ahn  that  the  accufation  was  well  founded^  In  his  opilHon, 
even  in  a  cafe  of  aiSKial  inAilt,  it  was  the  duty  of  ftatefinrip 
to  attetnpt  t<y  procure  redrels  by  fiegociarioa  before  they  re*. 
.curred  lo  the  argument  of  war.  Had  miaiftess  taken  .th^ 
Gourfe?  The  pretexts  weK^  that  the  Frenckbad  thrcftfened 
to4eprive  our  alfies^  the  Dufcb)  of  the  free  navigatioq  of  th# 
<^cheldt,  and  that  they  had  madtj^  a  de(;]aration  tbreatoning  a^ 
4he  worid  with  the  dangers  of  fraternity^  Grant  that  thefe 
Were  legitim^kfip  grounds  upon  which  it  was  the  duty  of  tbia 
country  to  dein^d  fatififaftioni  was  it  not  the  duty  of  minii* 
Aers  tt>  negod^e.  jft>r  that  ikti^ffiAion  ?  The  French  had\p 
lonntfler  at  our  .coOct.  Why  did  |hey  not  txprdk  to  tbailt 
mtnifler  the  torma.upon  wKjch  they  would  continue  their 
amity  ?  In  every .ciqrrtfpqndence  of  the  fort  it  waa  inoumbenc 
on  both  parties  to  ftaie  explicitiy  what  they  defired  to  be  done» 
<and  what  diey  wotxld  do  in  return.  Let  gentlemen  looiMC 
the  oorrefpondet)C4  #Uch  bad  been  publf(hed,  and  they  woul4~ 
kt  that  there  w^a  no.  declaration  on  the  prt  of  miniftei^ 
upon  what  terms  they  were  di^fed  to  continue  their  anutjo, 
Grant  even  to  government  their  demaad*  that  the  Ficnok 
were*  the  aggreffi^^  «id  that  the  war  was  merely  a  defenfivp 

war^ 
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•war  i  then  it  was  the  mtntt  of  «  defimfive  war  that  it  fhould 
be  purKicd  on  the  moiivei  of  defrncc,  and  that  every  nnomcqt 

^fiiould  be  feized  upon  whe^  k  might  be  poffible  to  obtain  the 
feeurity  for  which  it  was  uodercaj^en.  He  appealed  to  the 
houft  and  to  the  coontry  if  this  h^  been  their  condivSl  ? .  He 

'demanded  whether,  sifter  the  defeat  of  Dumourier,  .when 
Belgium  vh^%  recovered^  and  whan  French  Flanders  was  oyeD> 
run>  a  peace  upon  the  tenm  of  fecurity,  and  upon  fuch  tenas 
as  wc  had  pot  at  this  time  either  reafon  or  right  lo^exped^. 
might  not  have  been  obtained  ?  U  the  war  had  been  .reaU|r 

^defenfnret  if  it  had  been  undertaken  only  to  refift  eiicroaoh>- 
ments,  terms  ought  then  t»  have  been,  of&red  upota 
lyhich  we  (night  hfve  procured  reparaciony  fecurity  and 
indemnity*  Terms  wei«  offered  by  the  French :  Marat  waa 
fent  here  comtniflioned  to  offer  terms.  But  they  were  denied* 
Upon  what  principle  I  Not  becaufe  we  were  fighting  abouc 
a  limit,  about  a  boundary  ;  hut  for  that  fecurity  which  could 
only  be  obtained  by  the  deftru^on  of  their,  govemmei^.  Hie 
would  not  lay  that  it  was  exprpfsly  ftated  that  the.  ancient 
monarchy  ibouM  be  reinftajted,  Ihough)  by.  the.  bye,  lord 
Hood^  in  hli  declaration  at  Toulon,  had  jmpreiled  thatopiniop 
upon  every  part  of  France ;  b}xt  bqth  then,  and  at .  everjr 
period  lince,  it  had  been  the  avow^  object  of  minifters  in  tte 
war,  to  deftroy  the  Jacobin  government.  .Wa$*the  JaccAin 

Sovernment  dcftroyed  ?  Was  the  govenunent  founded  on  thp 
Lights  of  Man  at  an  end  ?  Had  the  declaration  of  the  19th  of 
^November,  1792,  been  any  otherways  abandoned  than  it  had 
been  two  years  ago  i  VVhy  ha4  they  not  then  treated  befiice  i 
Becaufe  they  had  objeded  to  treat  eXprefUy  with  any  goveni*- 
ment  founded  on  the  Rights  of  Man,  Hp  would  not  fay  that, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  gone  thii  length  of  allero* 
ing  that  it  would  be  a  bilJum  ad  inUrmtcmmm  ; .  he  iiad  faid 
there  might  be  a  cafe  of  extremity^  but  he  introduood  a 
quotation  which  had  this  ufe,  that  it  leftaaifltpfisffion  cf  iik 
meaning  on  the  memory,  and  the  words  wew  not  liable  .to 
nufconitrudHoo.    His  quotation  was  

■■  "  Pottth  f«c  plarima  tiitttt 

**££k,  f^u    TotacMUUBidlMtpMefegiu:**       -         «  .  ' 

Such  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  decl^tioi]^ 
But  we  were  at  length  come  'to  a  government,  wbfn  we 
might  furrender  all  our  former  aflfertionst  and  (afely  treat,  (qr 
peace.  Had  we  then  obtained*  the  obje£t$  of  the  war  I  Tte 
&ft  was  our  obligjCtion  to  defend  our  ally,  the  Stittef  Qft* 

neraL 
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neral.     He  had  always  lamented  the  fate  of  that  unhappy 
people.     They  were    entangled  in  a  fituation,    from  WITicb, 
whoever  were  conquerors,  they  could  not  efcape ;  whoever 
eaincd,  their  ruin  was  inevitable.      Had  we  favcd  our  ally  ?  * 
It  was  the  boaft  that  we  had  taken  the  Cape  of  Good  ilope. 
Good  God,  was  this  fafcty  for  Holland  !  •  We  had  abandoned 
their  poileffions  in  Europe  to  France,  while  we  had  marked 
out  tbe.r  dependencies  in  the  Eaft  for  our  Ibarc  of  the- pluri- 
dcn    Our  protedion  was  like  that  of  our  allies  towam-  Po- 
land ;  we  divided  it  for  its  fafety ;    and  it  was  an  argument 
far  having  abandoned  all  its  European  pofleifions  to  Franc^^ 
that  we  had  feized,  or  were  about  to  feize,  on  all  its  Afiatic 
territories  for  oarfelves.  -  He  could  not  help  again  digrefRng 
to  one  of  the  attacks  which  had  been  made  upon  himfeir 
.What  (it  had  been  faid)  would  you  be  fo  daftardly  as  to  ne- 
gociate  for  a  peace  with  France,  and  leave  Holland  in  their 
hands  i"  Even  from  this  attack  he  was  delivered,  minifters 
had   agreed   to    become   the    daftards,    and    to  treat    with 
France,  pofleflcd  of  Holland.   This  they  muft  acknowledge,  or 
agree  with   him   that  there  was  nothing  daftardly  in  the  pro- 
portion laft  yean     He  wiihed  to  God  it  were  as  probable 
-now  as  it  was  then,  that  it  might  be  recovered  by  negoci- 
•atidn.     He  ftill  trufted  it  would  be  fo.      There  were  other 
reafons  that,  at  this  time,  induced   them  to  negociate  for 
peace.     The  domeftic  ftate  of  this  country  was  changed.    He 
could  not  avoid  remarking  how  the  arguments  varied.     If 
they. were  fpeaking  upon  the  feditious  Bills,  and  he  fhould 
*affert  that  there  were  no  excefles   in  the  country,  that  called 
-for  fuch  unconftitutional  reftratr^ts,  he  (hould  inftahtly  have 
a  fet  of  pamphlets  and  hand-bills  produced,  and  hear  them 
read  to  prove  that  Great  Britain  was  almqft  in  a  -ftate  of  rc- 
.bellion  ;  but  if  he  ftould  deipand  why  the  prefent  was  a  more 
Jit  time  than  any;,olher  to  negociate  for  peace,  he  fliould  be  Ixi- 
Aantly  anfw^red,  becaufe  we  were  happilv    fafe  at   homt 
tagainft  all  danger  of  Jacobin  principles.     If  he-  (hould  fay 
that  by  the  increafe  of  our  debr,  by  the  darly  growing^load 
of  national  burthens,  there  was  much  difcontent  in  the  coun- 
try, it  would  be  anfwered,  no  fuch  thing,  the  example  of 
France  has  checked  every  fymptom  of  difcontent  wi^K.the 
tprefent  order  of  things.      Then  whypafs   the  abonajtiable 
Bills  ?  Why  ?  it  would  on  the  other   fide  be  anfwered,  bc- 
'catjfe  there  was  fomething  fo  perverfe  ar.d  obftinate  in  the  fc- 
•ditious  multitude,  that  nothing  but  depriving  us  ofour.  con- 
•ftitution  could  make  us  fafe.     In*  this  way  did  they  reafon* 

Eacb 
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Each  meafure  had  its  own  ftyle  of  argument;   and  it  wa« 
thot|g{ft  neccflary  ta  infult  the  undcrftanding,  as  well  as  to 
impof<?  chains  upon  the   petfon.      We  had   fiiiled  then  in 
HoHand';    and  we  hadfaUeS  at  home.     What  had  we  done 
fof'the'reft  of  Eurojse  ?      What   for    Pruffia,   Spaiii,  aHit* 
Auflri^  ?    What  had  been  the  fate  of  the  war  in  general? 
His  honourable  friend  had  fpoken  s^enerally  of  our  difafters, 
with  the  exception  of  bur  naval  exploits.     The  right  honour^- 
Mt  gentlehian,  with  that  pecatiar  caft  of  ca^dotir  •  which  be* 
)6nged  to  hin^feif  alone,  had  thrown  out  an  infinuation  that 
Hl^  honourable  friend  had  forgot  the  atchievemente  of  his  il- 
li^ffKous  father.     What  fortunate  imprellion  his  caitdid  fneer^ 
had  made  upon  the  'Houfe,  he  would  not  enquire.     His  ho- 
nourable friend  had  fpoken   generally  of  the  difaftersof  the 
war,  Without  thinlcing  it  neceifary  to  enumerate  the  particu- 
lar inftances  in  whicli,  under  the  condu6l  of  great  and  gaMant 
officers,  even  the  incapacity  of  miniilers  had  ^ot  -deprived  the 
Bntifli  arins  of  glory.-    What  great  advantages,  however. 
Had  we  ob»ined  in  the  Weft-Indies,  except  the  glory  of  Sir 
Charles  Grey's  atchievements  ?  Would  any  man  fay  that  thtf 
manner  of  the  lofs  of  Guadaloupe  and  St.  Lucie  did  not  make 
us  lament  th^ir  previous  cdnqueft  ?     Again  thfereforc  he  af- 
fertedthat  the  war  had  been  dtfadrous,  inafmuch  as  we  had 
failed  in  every  objc6t.     We  had  loft  Holland,  which  was  oile  , 
obje£l  of  the  war :   and  we  had  fettled  and  imprinteJ  difcon* 
tent  on  the  minds  of  the  pieople  of  England,  not  merely  by 
the  calamities  ariflngfrom  the  war,  but  from  the  meafures  we 
had   taken,  and  were  yet?  takings    to  -ftifle  that    difcoritenr. 
Peace  however  was  faid  to  be  •  near ;    perhaps  he  thought  it 
was  near,  but  he  did  not  think  fo  on  accouht  of  the  mtiTage 
from  thethrone.t    He  thought  fo  heca«fe  minifters  felt  the 
fcufe  of  the  country  to  he  declared  againft  the  war  •,  becuufe, 
however  they  might  affeft  to  mifreprefent  the  feeling  of  the 
Country  in  their  fpeeches,  they  felt  iti  their  hearts,  and  there 
<^as  not  one  man  in  the  kingdom,  the  race  of  money-joSbcrs,' 
contraAors  and  interefted  perfons  only  excepted,  who  was  not 
fickof  the  war,  as  well  as  of  the  miferable  pretexts  for  carry- 
ing it  ori.     He  thought,  therefcie,  that  to  fix  mimifters  to  the 
point,  they  (hould  adopt  the  amendment.     It  was  a  vulgar 
opinion,  ahd-  the  moft  vulgar  of  opinions  that  it  was  Con* 
•ftantly  drfadvantageous  for  a  power  at  war  to  be  the  firft  toof- 
ftlr  terms  of  peace.     Nothing  could  be  more  untrue  j  the  ex- 
perience of  hiftory  proved  the  reverfe.     It  was  frequently  an 
advantage  to  the  offerer ;    and  he  would  venture  to  fay, '  that 
If  they  were  to  offer  peace  upon  juft  and  reafonable  term?,  it 

would 
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vould  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  DireAory*  nor  the  Houfb  of 
Ancients,  nor  the  two  Houfes  joined,  to  refufe  thofe  terms* 
The  people  would  force  them  to  agree  to  them. 
•  The  honourable  ^ntlenien  had  not  thought  it  necefijrf  (w 
open  his  motion  for  the  Addreis  with  any  e^cpofition  of  the 
itafons  why  the  raefiage  bad  been  brought  dojirn  at  this  very 
zemarkable  conjunAure.     The  fpeecb  from  the  Throne  was 
ttiade  on  the  a^ch  of  Qdober«  and  then  noftich  iotimatian  w%^ 
given;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  laid«ihat« 
declaration  tanunioant  to  the  prefent  was  made  in  the  King's 
Speech,  and  that  the  pec^le  from  that  fpeech  would  have  b^ 
jiUlified  inexpeding  the  prefent  meflage.     T4icy  mud  i^igs 
of  ^e  impreflion  by  the  effects.    The  fpeech  from  the  Thffooe 
IbS  produced  no  fenfation  on  the  funds.  What  had  tfaemeflage  . 
produced  ?  A  rife  in  the  funds  that  day  of  5  or  6  /^  £ent  I 
He  came  therefore  now  to  a  material  part  of  the  prefent  en* 
^uiry.    Why  Jiad  not  the  right  honourable  goitleman  nude 
l^nown  the  (ubfUoce  of  this  mefiiige  before,  or  at  leaft  why 
9ot  ftate  his  reafons  in  juftifkation'  of  doins  it  at  this  moft 
fiifpicious  moment  1 1t  had  been  the  good  praSice  till  bis  time 
of  clofuig  the  Loan  only  the  day  before  it  was  opened  to  Par., 
liament*    If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had   made  his 
Loan  in  that  way,  he  muft  acknowledge  chat,  with  the  terms 
of  this  mefiage  in  his  pocket,  he  ought  to  have  made  terms 
materially  different.     If  he  had  this  mefiage  in  his  mind,  and 
fok  himfelf  bound  not  to  make  an  open  Loan,  in  what  ^edU 
cament  did  he  |land  ?  Meflrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  very  bandfomely 
left  it  to  him  to  propofe  the  terms  ;  tfa^n,  with  the  knowledge 
of  this  intention),  ought  he  not  to  have  made  a  bargain  Aipon 
the  itround  of  the  impreffion  which  this  meflage  was  calcu* 
Litcd  to  make  ?  Were  the  circumftances  of  the  country  fuch,  • 
that  he  w;is  bound  to  make  the  bargain  a  we^k  before  he 
opened  it?  Perhapsthe  iufyicion  was  well  founded,  that  his  fe* 
f  retcontrad  wkh  the  gentleman,  onaccount  of  bills  cnmii^g  due. 
on  the  loth  of  December,  was  that  the  bargain  (bould  bemado 
befoi^  that  day?  He-called  upon  every  gentlemeii,howevier,  who 
heard  him.to£iy,  if  be  could  believe  it  poliible  that  any  change 
could  have*happened  fo  material  as  tt>  iuflify  the  concealment 
of  this  intimalion  until  after  he  had  made  bis  bargain,  aind4hen 
to  brin^  it  forih  to  fwell  the  hnus  to  fuch  a  height  -,  or,  that, 
if  any  ctrcumftance  had  arifen  tojuftify  the  concealment  then^ 
and  the  intimation  at  this  time,  to  ^j  why  the  honourable 
gentleman  fhould  not  be  caUed  upon  to  flatc  thtm.     A  lofs 
had  been  fuffered  by  the  public  of  .not  lefs,  on  themeaneil  com- 
putatbn,  than  1 50,900!.    This  hid  been  put  into  the  pockets 

of 
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of  perfoRS  who  talked  kxidly  of  their  independence}  and  of 
the  difimerefted  fupport  that  thej  gave  to  aiimflers.  It  was 
not  his  pradice  to  impute  any  thing  peribnally  corrupt  to  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  and  he  did  not  impute  to  him 
9ny  thing  of  the  kind  then  ;  he  did  however  think  that,  in  de- 
cency and  in  duty,  in  regard  to  hioirelf  as  well  as  to  the  coun«- 
try,  he  was  cidled  upon  to  explain  this  extraordinary  tninf« 
ti^ion.  It  was  a  direS  robbery  upon  the  public  of  5  or  6  pit 
cent,  upon  the  whole  Loan^.if  with  the  knowledge  of  his  inten« 
tions  he  made  his  bargain  without  a  public  declaration  of  tht 
change  that  had  taken  place  ;  and  he  muft  prove  that  he  did 
not  know  of  this  change  but  a  week  before  he  declared  it. 
The  change,  however,  was  now  announced.  He  trufted  the 
declaration  would  not  have  the  fate  of  former  declarations. 
He  fhould  rejoice  in  the  day  of  peace,  come  when  it  would « 
When  it  did  come,  he  fliould  certainly  be  thankful ;  but  he 
fliould  not  forget  the  origin  of  the  war,  nor  its  condud.  He 
trufted  that  with  the  return  of  peace  we  fliould  alfo  have  a 
return  of  the  conftittkion.  He  fliould  truly  rejoice,  if^  with 
thebleflings  of  peace,  we  were  alfe  to  have  the  next  defirable 
bleffing,  Sizt  of  freedom,  of  which  we  were  about  to  be  dc* 
prived.  With  regard  to  fome  perfbns  in  the  cabinet,  witb 
whom  he  had  long  been  in  the  habtte  of  agreement  and  friend^i 
fliip,  he  knew  not  what  cffeA  peace  was  to  produce  upon  them» 
They  had  differed  upon  the  principles:  of  the  prefent  war.  li 
peace  Aiould  put  an  end  to  the  diiFerences  between  them,  and 
more  particularly  to  their  former  haBits  of  thinking  and  a&ing;^ 
he  fliould  undoubtedly  fee  the  day  with  peculiar  fenfibtlity* 
He  owned,  however,  that  he  had  very  little  expeAation  of 
iuch  an  event.  He  was  not  fo  fanguine  as  to  look  for  fuck 
a  return.  However  that  might  be,  he  fiiouM  ill  difcharre 
his  duty  to  his  country,  if  he  did  not  fteadily  refolve  to  3e 
bis  utmoft  to  bring  minifters  to  a  ftriA  account  for  all  the 
calemitces  that  this  war  had  engendered. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  began  with  obfervingthst,  theri^ 
iioa.  gentleman  (Mr. Fox}hi^,  wifli  much  warmth,  f^erted,his 
right  of  giving  his  opinion  freely  upon  the  condu<^  of  admmii- 
ilration  through  the  fvhole  courfe  of  the  wan  He  was  very 
isix  from  defiring  to  queftion  the  right  of. that  gentleman,  cr 
of  any  other  member  in  the  Houfe,  toinveftigate  the  meafures 
of  minifters,  and  to  cenfure  them,  if  they  appeared  deferving 
of  blame;  on  the  other  hand,  however,  miniflers  had  an 
equal  right  to  ref^y  tp  thofe  attacks,  to  point  out  any  miflate- 
ment  €3i  fat^a,  or  any  fallacy  of  reafoning  which  their  oppo- 
jients  mighs  adopts  It  was  with  that  view  that  be  rofe  to  tmkjs 
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a  few  oUervations  upon  thefpeech  of  the  right  ho».  ^entlemadl 

who  had'juft  fat  down.     He  could  not  avoid  remarking,  that 

the  geiitlemen  on  the  other  fide,  who  appeared  fuch  ftrenuous 

advocates  for  pfcace  at  every  part  .of  the  war,  without  any 

•regard- to  the  circumftances,  fliould'aU  of  a  fudden,  when, 

from  his  Majefty^s  mefllage,  there  appeared  ftrong  grounds  to 

iiopeforthe  attainment  of  that  bleffing,  turn  fhort  round,  and 

throw  every  obflacle  in  their  power  in  the  way  of  it.    Did 

gentlemen  fuppofe  that  any  human  being  could  give  them 

credit  for  their  profei&ons  of  anxiety  for  a  peace,  when  they 

propofed  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  which  they  were  aware 

muft  be  agaihft  the  fehfe  of  the  maiority  of  the  Houfe,  becaufe 

they  contrived  to  introduce  into  their  amendment,  principles 

which  they  knew  had  been  repeatedly  and  folemniy  difavowed 

by  that  majority  ?  Was  then  that  amendment  calculated  to  , 

ncccierate  the  bleiiings  of  peace  i  Or  was  it  intended  to  ferve 

the  purpofes  of  a  party  i  in   that  point  of  view  he,  and  he 

believed  every  hnpartial  man  in-  the  country,  muft  confider  it. 

it  was  very  far  from  his  intention  to  eo  over  the  fame  line  of 

arguments  which  had  b^en  fo  ably  enforced  by. his  right  hon. 

friend  (Mr.  Pitt,}  becaufe,  in  fo  doing,  beibould  only  difguft 

the  Houfe,  and  injure  the  caufe  he  meant  to  fupport*    He 

Aould  only,  therefore,  proceed  to  obferve  upon  fome  points 

In  which  he  conceived  his  right  hon.  friend  had  been  unfairly 

mifreprefented.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 

(Mr^  Fox)  had  entered  into  a  long  argument,  to  prove  that 

^re  was  no  di(grace  or  fmpropriety  in  being  die  iirft  to  pro-  4 

pofe  terms  of  peace,  and  had  (haped  Jt  fo  as  to  make  it  appear 

as  an  anfwer  to  fomcthiiig  that  had  fallen  from  the  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer.     He  appealed  to  the  recolledion  of  the 

jioufe  whether  any  thing  had  fallen  from  his  right  hon.  friend 

*at  all  tending  to  prove,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  intereft  or  1 

the  honour  of  a  country  to  make  the  firft  advances  towards  a  | 

peace,     IndeecT,  there  were  fo  many  indirect  and  collateral  | 

rmeans  of  (bunding  each  other's  intention,  that  it  was  frequendy 

difficult  todifcover  which  party  Hrft  made  the  offer ;  that  was 

not  however,  the  obje^  of  his  hon.  friend's  argument ;  he  had 

only  contended  againft  the  ityuftice  of  putting  the  executive 

power  to  the  neceffity  of  making  a  peace,  and  at  the  fame  time 

making  minifters  refponfible  for  the  terms.    If  minifters  were 

tied  down  by  the  authoriutive  injun^onof  parliament  to  make 

.a  peace,  with  what  fuccefs  could  they  treat  ?  They  muft  fay  to 

grant  the  enemy,  We  wi(h  to  negociate,  and  we  hope  you  will 

us  favourable  terms  |  but  whether  you  do  or  not,  we  muft 

make  fome  peace  or  other.    What  terms  the  enemy  would 

gran^ 
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grant,  in  a  treaty  commenced  under  fuch  circumftances,  he 
would  leave  to  the  Houfe  to  determine*  All  that  he  contended 
ibr,  was  that  as  minifters  were  refponfiUe  to  parliament,  and  to 
dieir  country,  for  the  advice  they  gave  his  majefty,  their 
judgment  and  dieir  adions  ought  to  be  lert  unfettered.  If 
that  argument  were  juftii  and  he  thought  it  irtipoflible  to  con- 
trovert it,  did  it  not  apply  ftrongly  againft  the  prefent  amend- 
ment, the  neceflary*  efit^  of  which  would  be  to  bind  up  the 
hands  of  the  executive  power,  and  to  lay  the  country  at  the 
mercy  of  France? 

Tnere  was  one  mode  of  debating,  which  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  uniformly  made  ufe  c^  which  he  had  often  com* 
plained  of,  and  againlt  which  he  nowdeiired  mod  ferioufly  to 
proteft  ;  it  was  this ;  in  the  courfe  of  a  debate  they  brought 
forward  fome  mifreprefentatton,  either  of  the  arguments  or 
of  the  intentions  of  adminiftration,  and  having  once  intro- 
duced the  mifreprefentation^  they  never  gave  it  up.  It  was  of 
no  ufc  to  deny  their  aflertions  ;  it  was  of  no  ufe  to  refute  their 
arguments ;  in  every  fucceeding  debate,  the  charge  was  re- 
newed with  as  much  boldneis  as  if  it  had  never  been  contra- 
dicted. One  of  thefe  mifreprefcntations,  he  faid,  was  the 
charge  which  had  been  fo  uniformly  advanced  agarnft  miniflvrf, 
that  they  commenced  the  war,  and  carried  it  on  for  the  purpofe 
of  reftoVing  the  ancient  defpotifm  of  France.  In  vain  had 
minifters  denied  the  char£rc,  it  was  A  ill  prefled  upon  them  ; 
and  even  at  this  time,  when  miniflers  thoughti^)e  government 
of  France  were  in  a  fituation  fafely  to  be  treated  with,  they 
were  accufed  of  having  given  up  the  grounds  upon  which  chey 
commenced  the  war,  and  of  having  totally  changed  their 
iyftem.  As  far  as  related  to  himfelf,  he  had  no  obja^iion  to 
declare  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  happier  for  France, 
and  for  Europe,  if  we  had  atprcfcnt  to  treat  with  a  monarchy 
inftead  ol^  the  prefent  form  of  government :  but  did  any  one 
expreifion  ever  fall  from  Mi nifters,,  which  conveyed  an  inten« 
tion  of  continuing  the  war  until  the  monarchy  b{  France  was 
reftored  ?  There  was  no  change  of  opinion,  therefore  ;•  no  di- 
reli£t:i9n  of  their  fyftem  to  be  imputed  to  government. 

Another  charge  advanced  with  equal  truth,  and  maii^tained 
with  equal  pertinacity,  was,  that  minifters,  in  objedling  to 
treat  with  France,  had  been  governed,  in  that  determination, 
merely  by  the  form  of  government,  which,  at  die  trme,  pre- 
vailed ii)  France,  without  taking  into  conGderation  the  general 
poftureof  affairs,  l^fthe  injuftice  of  this  accufation  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  convince  the  Houfe  in  a, few  words.  When  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  made  his  motion  for  peace  lail 
3  C  2  year, 
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J  ear,  were  not  th^  then  exifting  ftate  of  cimimftances  » 
rongct  reafon  agaiaft  commencing  a  negociation  than  the^ 
ibrm  of  government  wbich  then  exifted  ?  What  was  the  ftate 
we  were  in  at  that  period  i  The  French  weoe  fuceefsfcH  on 
the  Continent,  and  they  became  immediatelf.  pofieilcd  of  all 
tlie  coaft.  Whether  that  unhappy  people  might  have  done 
mbre  in  defence  of  their  country)  it  was  not  then  bis  intention 
to  enquire  s  at  leaft,  we  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  being  confeious 
of  having  made  every  poffible  exertion  to  check  the  prc^rtfs 
of  the  cnemv,  and  to  fave  our  allies.  In  anfwer  to  part  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  tbat  the  inftant  the  French 
became  pofiefled  of  Holland,  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  tl{e  idea: 
occurred  to  him  of  getting  poIlefHon  of  the  Cape,  of  Good 
Hope.  '  Whether  government  *A*ould,  , under  any  circum^ 
ftances,  give  up  that  valuable  acquiiition,  was  a  point  upon 
which  he  ihould  not  then  give  an  opinion,  except  merely  to 
fay,  that  it  would  not  be  given  up  without  an  ample  com- 
pen&tion. 

To  recur,  however,  to  his  argument,  he  appealed  to  the 
xecollediion  of  every  gentleman.  Whether,  at  the  time  of  which 
he  was  fpeaking,  the  whole  country  was  not  in  a  ftate  of  alarm, 
becaufe  the  circumftances  which  were  cxpeSed  to  refult  from 
the  French  becoming  poffeffcd  of  the  wealth,  the  rcfources, 
the  niivy,  and  the  ports  of  Holland,  were  (brious  indeed? 
They  were  not  at  that  time  dtbating,  as  they  were  thenf 
whether  ic  would  not  be  expedient  to  decreafe  the  number  of 
our  tore,  s  ?  No,  all  was  apprehenfion  ;  the  whole  eaftern 
coaft  of  the  kingdom  was  in  a  ftate  of  panic.  He  thanke4 
God  moil:  foiefnnly,  that  there  did  exift  fiich  a  panic,  becaufe 
the  re  Ail  t  of  it  wa^,  that  increafe  of  our  navy,  which  had 
placed  us  above  tne  reach  of  danger.  When  he  ufed  the 
word  panic,  be  did  not  mean  a  cowardly  panic,  the  refult  of 
which  was  defpair  and.al^eck  fubmiffion,  but  that  alarm  which 
a  great  nation  might  feel,  and  which  produced  great  and 
powerful  exertions,  and  was  totally  the  reverfe  of  that  panic 
which  unfortunately  prevailed  throughout  Holland.  But  was- 
that  the  time^  were  thefe  the  circumftances,.  under  which  it 
would  have  been  prudent  or  politic  to  have  negoctaled  for 
peace  ?  Or  was-  there  any  kind  of  comparifon  between  -our 
fuuation  (hen  and  at  prefent  i  At  that  time,  from  the  ereat* 
fuccefs  of  the  French  arms,  their  republic  feemed  not  only  to 
be  indivifible,  but  invincible.  Had'we  made  peace  then  even 
if  we  had  obtained  tolerable  terms,  at  aU  events  France  would 
have  retained  her  power  ;  an*,  what  was  perhaps  ftill  worfe, 
they  would  haye  retained  the  pride>  with  w^cb  their  fucccflcs- 

:-  infpired 
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infpirfd  tlwiii.  Were  tte  Auftfi>m  at  th^ttimc  as  fiicc^fs- 
ful  as  they  have  fince  been  in  repelling  the  enemy  ?  Had 
Maahcim  lurrentJered,  with  a  gareiibn  of  ten  thoufand  men  ? 
The  objed  of  Great  Britain  was  not  entirely  to  tffcH  any 
particular  form  of  government  in  France,  bur  fo  to  reduce 
their  power,  as  to  give,  at  lead,  a  fair  probability  that  aiiy 
peace  we  might  make  (houkl  be  permanent.  And  bad  they 
i)ot  fucceeded  in  their  attempt,  would  it  be  contended  that 
the  power  of  France  was,  in  any  degree,  in  the  iame  ftate  a% 
it  was  at  the  period  to  which  he  alluded  ? 

The  word  difgrace  bad  been  applied  -to  our  operations^; 
That  we  had  failed  in  fome  of  our  objefis^  and  been  unfortu- 
nate in  fome  few  inftances,  he  was  ready  to  admit;  but  that 
the  indi\|iduai6  enipl(^yed,  or  the  nation  had  fufi^red  any  things 
like  difgrace,  was  kpropoHtioti  which  he  utterly  denied.  .  And. 
he  would  venture,  to  aiTcrt,  without  the  hazard  of  contradtc- 
tion,  that,  taking  into  confideration  the  objeds  for  which. we 
had  conteoded,  and  the  nature  .of  the  enemy  with  whom  w& 
had  to  c;ontefMi|  upon  the  whule^  this  had  boen  a  moft  fac- 
ccfsful  war.  The  three  objects  which  any  ftatcfmao,  at  the 
commencemcst^a  war«  vvbuld  with  us  to  attain,  viz.  Mnr-> 
cinique,  Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  and  tkc  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
were  every,  oneinour  poireflion.  Added  to  this,  we  bad  ac- 
compltOiod  what  we  had  never  been  able  to  efte^l  in  anf 
former  war:,  we^ad  fucceeded  in  deftroyiag  .the  commerce 
of  our  rii^I,  and  in  ruining  their,  marine. 

The  right  heioourable  gentleman  bad  contended,  tliibt,  from 
the  diftreted  ftale  in  which  the  French  were  iaft  year,  tdey. 
muft  have  been  anxious  for  peaces  Soiar  from  that  a&rtioni 
being  true,  he  wauM  maintain,  that  thirwas  the  very  firft 
moment,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war,  in  which  tha 
enemy  had  ihewn  any  fymptoms  of  a  ckfire  for  peace.  As  a 
|)roof  of  this^.he.  referred  to  the  uniform  language  held  by^ 
the  Conventiein.  He  deitred  the  Houfe  to  remember  the  de-* 
elarations^  of  the  government  of  f  rance^  when  they  ntada 
peace  with  Pruifia.  I'he  principal  mott«^e  obey  al^f)ed  for 
making  peace,  with  that  monarch  was^  that  they  might  turi^ 
their  whole  force  towards  England,  4ind  with  better  eft'efl 
endeavour  its  deftpu£Hon,  Tl)e  Houfe  muft  reniember  their 
declaration,  that  the  New  Carthage  on  the  Banka  of  the 
I'hames  muft  be  overturned.  This  was  not.  the  language 
of  the  CoaiAcmtion  alone;  it  wf s  heard  with  tranfport  by  a 
majority  of  the  French  nation.  Nay,  fo  general  «wa6  tbe  per- 
fuaiion  that  thfi  object  would  he  accompliihcdi  that  their 

loldic|-§ 
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foldiers  and  fiilors  had  filled  th«ir  pockets,  in  imagination,  with  ^ 
the  wealth  of  London. 

Another  argument  advanced  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man was  the  circumftance  of  France  having  declared  war 
againft  us,  which  he  had  maintained  was  no  proof  that  they 
were  the  aggreflbrs ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  had  pro- 
voked the  war.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  it  might  happen 
that  the  party  who  firft  declared  war  were  not  the  aggreflbrs ; 
but  was  that  true  with  refped  to  the  prefent  war  ?  Had  they 
not,  fqr  fome  months  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  been 
guilty  of  the  tnoft  unprovoked  aggreffion,  from  the  time  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  embaffies  from 
this  country  ?  They  hardly  attempted  to  conceal  their  hoftile 
views  againft  theconftttution of  England.  It  was  faid,  we 
might  negotiate.  We  did  negotiate.  And  what*  was  the  re- 
ftilt  i  How  did  they  explain  this  femous  decree  of  the  19th  of 
November  ?  They  would  not  interfere  in  the  internal  concern 
of  any  other  country,  unlefs  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people 
was  againft  their  government,  and  they  were  invited,  by  the 
majority,  to  give  their  affiftance.  Who  were  to  be  the  judges 
of  this  general  will  ?  The  French  I  This  was  all  that  could 
be  obtained  by  negotiation. 

There  were  but  two  points  more  upon  which  he  (hould 
trouble  the  Houfe.  Gentlemen  appeared  to  htm  to  talk  of  a 
peace  with  too  much  certainty  of  its  being  at  hand.  The 
meflage  did  not  hold  out  an  immediate  promife  of  peace;  it 
dnly  faid,  that  we  were  ready  to  negotiate  upon  fair  and  ho- 
nourable terms.  He  thought  it  neceflary  to  fay  thus  much, 
in  order  that  he  might  not  be  accufed  of  an  attempt  to  delude 
the  Houfe  and  the  country,  if  unfortunately  they  fhould  not  be 
able  to  attain  the  objed  they  all  wiflied. 

.   The  only  other  point  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's       V 
fpeech,  upon  which  he  wiflied  to  obferve,  wa«,  anallcrtion  that 
minillers  reprefented  the  daneer  arifing  from  feditious  focieties 
here,  to  be  greater  or  left,  juft  as  it  fuited  their  argument.    He 
had  no  objedion  to  confeis,  that  he  thought  the  danger  lefs  at 

?refent  than  at  the  latter  end  of  the- year  1792.  And  why  ? 
^ot  becaufe  they  had  renounced  their  principles ;  not  becaufe 
they  had  decreaied  in  numbers ;  but  becaufe  the  people  had 
recovered  from  .the  infatuation  under  whicji  they  laboured 
with  refpedl  to  French  do£lrines ;  becaufe  .the  people  were 
at  this  time  itiore  upon  their  guard  ngainil  the  machinations 
of  the  dlfafie£led ;  and  becaufe  government  had  oppofed  bul- 
warks againft  any  further  atteotpisthey  might  make. 

But 
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But  to  conclude  :(Mr.  Dundas  faid  ;)if  hon.  gentlemen  donoC 
think  his  Majefty'sminiftersftncere  in  the  declaration  contain*- 
ed  In  the  meiTages,  I  give  a  flatcontradi£lion  to  fuch.  an  idea.  I 
hope  they  will  be  able  to  bring  the  country  happily  out  of  the 
war,  and  extricate  it  from  its  foreign  as  well  as  domeftic  {ocs 
but  the  negotiation  for  a  peace  muft  be  left. to  the  executive 
government  to  choofe  the  when,  the.  where,  and  the  how  ; 
they  muft  not  be  told  they  have  a  double  refponfibility  placed 
on  them,  and  yetbe  ihacklcd;  according  to  the^  terms  of  the 
amendment.  T'he  country  mud  not  rely  too  much  on  its 
being  brought  to  a  (peedy  ifiue ;  that  depends  much  on  the  ene- 
my. If  che  funds  have  rifen  this  day  in  the  proportion  ftated, 
I  know  nothing  of  it)  nor  am  I  the  operator  to  influence  them. 
If  the  country  was  now  more  fccure  againft  fedition  and  ac- 
tual danger,  it  was  not  from  a  more  temperate  fpirit  in  the 
feditionifts,  but  becaufe  they  had  been  better  guarded  againft*; 
and  that  the  different  volunteer  corps  had  checked  their  views. 
I  have  only  one  more  obfervation  to  make.  His  Majefty*s 
meflage  could  not  have  come  at  fo  proper  a  period  as  after 
the  fupplies  had  been  granted  for  carrying  on  the  war  an- 
other year.'*  We  have  now  proved  to  our  enemies  we  were 
prepared  for  either  alternative.*  With  regarcf  to  any  knowledge 
which  his  Majefty's  minifters  had  of  the  propofed  meflage,  he 
could  afllire  the  Houfe,  it  was  not  in  their  contemplation  when 
the  loan  was  agreed  on. 

General  Smith  remarked,  that  minifters  had  no  reafon  to 
plume  themfelves  upon  the  prcfent  fituation  of  the  Auftrians  ; 
becaufe,  compared  iirith  that  in  which  they  were  at  the  time 
the  laft  motion  for  peace  was  made,  it  was  infinitely  worfe. 
'They  then  had  poflfelHon  of  Luxembourg ;  at  prefent  they 
had  no  one  fortrefs  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine.  He  had  origf- 
nall V fupported  the  war;  but,  when  minifters  difcovered  theiir" 
total  want  of  capacity  to  condud  it^  and  alfo  that  they  were 
equally  ignorant  of  their  own  objeds,  he  thought  it  neceflary 
to  vote  for  a  fpeedy  negotiation  for  pence. 

Mr.  Sheridan  explained  a  part  of  his  fpeech,  which  had  he 
faid,  been  mifreprefented  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  objeft  of  his  amendment  was  to  prevent  minifters,  of 
whofe  fmcerity  he  had  many  doubts,  from  making  any  pof- 
fible  change  in  the  internal  fituation  of  France  an  excufe  for 
breaking  ofFa  negotiation.  In  anfwer  to  the  invidious  reflec- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  addrefied  to  his  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mu  Grey),  **  That  the  fon  had  appeared  to 
ftfrgct  the  fervices  of  the  father,  (Sir  C.  Grey)'*  he  remark- 
ed, that  minifters  bad  completely  forgotten   them,   as  that 

meri- 
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merrtorious  officer  was  literally  the  only  one  cntruftcd  with 
an  important,  command,  who  had  received  ho  mark  of  favour 
from  his  Majefty '6  government. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  amendment  was  negatived  withoqt  ftdivU 
fion* 

The  original  Addi^fs  was  then  carried. — Adjourxied. 


HOySE    OF    LORDS, 
TburfJay,  Ifec^mberiOy 

PETITION. 

7J;e  Duke  of  Bedford  prefen ted  a  petition  from  the  nobility^ 
dergv,  fVcdioldcrs,  ^t\A  inhabirants  of  the  county  of  Bedford^ 
agaicdd  the  bill  for  the  belter  iecurity  of  his  Majefty^  perfon^ 
and  for  the  preventing  of  feditlous  aflembliess  which  b^ing 
read,  he  moved  that  it  might  Ue  on  tiie  table. 

ihe.Earl  of  OJfory  thought  it  neceflary  to  fay  a  few  words 
witK  refpe(%  to  the  petition,  J^  being  very  different  from  the  one 
wUch  heiaid  he  /hoifld  have  the  honour  of  prefeming  to  tb^ 
boufe  the  next  4^X9  at^d  which  would  really  be'Mfl^t  tbac 
purported  to  be,  theitnfe.of  the  meeting  ot  tlje  courity  of 
Bedford.  To  fliew  tht^t  he  was  warranted  in  this  a(]^tion» 
he  read  th^  advertifement,  figned  by  the  high  fberifF,  whicV 
called  a  meeting  exprefsly  of  the 'nobility,  gentry,  clergy^  ^nd 
freeholders  of  the  county.  When  they  met  in  the  ball,  the 
EarJ  faid,  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  another  4efcriptioo 
intruded,  on  which  a  difFerence  of  opinion  arofe  upon  th^ 
.  qurftion,  whe^ther  they  ought  to  be  admitted  f  a^,  a»  they 
certainly  formed  a  majority  of  the  ailembly,  he  the  high  iheriff, 
.  anii  a  number  of  freeholders,  withdrew  fron>  it,  when  |be  adr 
dre&,  juil  prefented,  was  propofed  by  the  noble  duke,  anfi 
figned"  by  the  perfons  prefcnt ;  they  might  be  inhabitaiH^y  but 
certainly  inhabitants  were  not  the  defcripcion  of  persons  adlc^ 
togeUier  by.  the  high  (herifF. 

\hi  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he  found  it  neceflary  to  enter  itiXp 
fome  little  detail  rcfpeding  the  meeting  and  petition.  .Abofft 
the  20th  of  November,  a  rcquifinon,  figned  by  feveral  g^ntl^ 
men  of  the  county  of  iJejdford,  to  which  he  faid,  he  added  his 
r.ame,  was  fent  to  the  high  QieriiF,  defiring  htm. to  call  tl 
meeting  of  the  nobility,  gentry,  fptxholdcrs,  and  inhabitants 
of  that  county,  ^to  addrcfs  hi^;  i^^eiiy  on  the  late  outrage  on 
his  perfonj  to  pray  him  10  K-ftore  Ute  biei&ngs  of  peaccy  and 
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to'fakeintoconfideration  rtie  two'SiSs  pending  In  parliaitwnt. 
T^o  this  ,thc  hf^h  ftieriff  returxierf  him  in  artfwer,  that  he 
fc<Ju|d  alt;fer  fome  words  In  the  requifition,  and  then  he  would 
call  i  meeting  on  t);c  4th  of  Dccemtftf ;  defliying  it  untif  that 
time  that  there  might  be*  full  attendance.  '  Could  any  man 
hkve  fuppofed,  that,  by  Way  of  having  full  attendance,  the 
W^h  (heriff  inlcnddd  to  excltide  that  defcrtption  of  perfons 
•who  refldecf  near  thd  fpof,  and  were  lilcely  to  be  numerous  ? 
yet  fuch  omiiSon  wai  certainly  in  his  advfrrtifement,  and  fuch, 
according  to  th^  ho1)ic  Earl's  explanationf,  was  his  intention. 
This  SKJvertifeinent  appeared  but  a  day  or  two  before  (he 
meeting,  when  Tt  was  too  late  for  him  lb  make  any  remonr 
Arartce.  He  attended  the  ntfeeting  as  well  as  tha  noble 
Earl,  The  high  (heriff  opened  the  meeting  with  th6  mini- 
fter'^il  argument,  pf  mifreprefentation  by  thofe  wHo  were 
<gainft  the  BilH.  After  the  high  (hferiff  had  concluded,  he 
^6ul'd  have  yielded  tb6  t>i^pofing  the  addrefs  to  his  Majeft^ 
to  the  noble  Earl,  if  he  w<>uld  have  ^phfined  it  to  that  fubjei^ 
alone ;  but  he  rittfer  Ch^fe  to  withdraw  with  his  friends  t9 
dn  itin  in  the  to^il,  ^nd  their  lordfhips  were'  to  underftand  g 
|[>ecVti'€»ti  there  drawn  up,  in  a  private  room,  fpoke  the  fenfe  of 
l\\6  coiinf^  m6r6  full/  than  the  petition  he  had  juft  prtfent- 
i^d,  which  was  procured  at  a  public  meeting^  and  which,  id 
lb  fh'oft  a  fpace  of  time,  had  been  iigned  by  upwards  of  two 
tho\jfand  three  hundi'eJ  perfons  ! 

f%f  Earl  of  Offiry  defenditd^  the  charafter  of  the  high 
flierifF,  and  wondered,  from  the  induftry  that  bad  been  ufed, 
{here  had  not  been  a  much  larger  number  of  fignatures  thaq 
that  which  the  nob^e  Duke  had  ft^ted  it  to  contain.  Tha£ 
ftc  charge'  of  nfiifrei>tcfentation  was  not  ill  founded,  he  begged 
leave  to  read  a  hand-bilt,  which,  within  eight*  and  forty  houri 
of  thitf  meeting,  had  been  circulated  with  the  utmcft  induftry^ 
f Thiff  Wll;  in  the  rtidft  forcible  tferms  ftated,  the  objciSions  to 
&e.  Bills  which  oppofition  have  Conftantly  ufcd.]  The  Earl 
decfared  he  could  not  fay  the  nobl(*  Duke  had  any  concern  iq 
Chil  bill,  although  itbord  his  name;  and  (brae  g'cntiemen^ 
H^ith  whom  he  was  CoilneSed,  among  them  his  graCe'^  3gent» 
were  very  aAive  in  it^  circulation. 

The  Duke  of  Bed/of d^dxi^  he  knew  nothing  of  the  hand-bill 
produced  by  the  noble  Earl  j  but,  fd  far.  was  he  from  think-' 
ing  it  a  gfo(^  mifreDrefemation,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
one  part,  which  related  to.ibc  power -of  magiftrates,  he 
would  fubfcribe  his  najn^  tg  it.  T)ie  produdion  of  the  haod^ 
bill,  howeVcr,  led  him  to'  notice  an  advertifement  which  had 
fcice'  aippeared,  fign'ed  by  the  floWe  Earl/  ainong  oth^rs^ 
• '  Vol.  U.  1795.  3  D  wheitiii 
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wherein  the  abcve  m^f  tijg  was't<yj!ljcd  a  promifcuous^ mnUiUid?. 
He  might  as  wc\\  hav^  JbtloweJ  the  example  of  the  grand  cham- 

Kon  of  their  c^Jife,  and  called  jt  a  J^vlntfb  multitude  ar  ,onc^, 
p.  did  not  mea/)  to  pr^tcjid  that  the  p^titipn  He  had  prefented 
.was  not  fig^ned  by  the  iphabitaiits;  aad  he  favv  no  rqafon  vyh v, 
'becaiile  n6;ic  but- free  holders  C9uld  vateifor 'reprefontatives,'*.^! 
other  perfd^.svyere  to  be,fuppoJed  to  have  n<y>ights.  whatpveu. 
'So  far  was  he  from  :bci;ig pf  tii(i:.opim.Gn,  that  he  would  .ra^lj^ 
have  the  fentiments  of.  an  bor.eft'  man,  capable  olF  jud^jpg, 
than  of  the  richeft  merchant  or  cor.trai^or^tbe.kingMom'oQgW 
toafl  of.  On  fome  of. their  Jordftiips  calling  out  Hear  \  hear  7 
h«  grace  (aid,  (le  wpi|IJ>epea^Jt;\yiih  th?.  word  rfttTury'hcr 
cauie  the  one  would'  (peak  tKe'hpucfi:  dictates  of  .Wis  heart, 
while  the  o:hcr  v/ould  be  in^uc^iced  by.  Jiis  interefted  coni 
nexipn^.  ....  ,  ,      *  ,  .      -  .    .    \       ^ 

L'^nd  Grenv'U^  rofc,  with  much  warnltK,  to  defqipd.  th^ 
gentleman  a!ludv.xl  to.  (Mr,  Byrke)^  and -was  furprifed;  tKa^ 
fuch  an  allufioo  ftould  be  made  Jby  the  ^  noble  Duk^  to  th^ 
Words  fwi.nifli  muhitude^  whlj;h,  -Jiefaid,  ,was  as  jnfanioysra 
rnifrcprcfentatrpn  as  ever  wa5  m'ade,.  and  "which,  the'  iiofcte 
.tXnkc  would  fee,  if"he  perufed  tbeT)oq|^/  ^\t  might  very  well 
fult  the  purpofesi  of  Citizen^  Lee  aad.Eatpn,  but  it  was  be* 
neath  his  grace.  . His  .idrdftiip  theriiinfirtcd  that  great, niifl 
reprerentatior.s..had'bcco  circulated  wftji'^'rcaard  to  thcfe.  Bill^, 
Ind  doubted  itdI  but'a  majority,  and  a  very  large  majority  of, 
the.,pcople,  who  were  qapblq  of  jLjdgingJ^  w(?rc  ir>  favour  o\ 
fhem.  '    '  ..     ;    '  '  .  > 

The  Duh  of  Eidford  Tniifted  that  .t]]e'gi;eateft'niifreprefenti» 
tion  had  been  on  the  part  of  minlffer^^ '^ 
"  TJie.Duke  of  Leeds  cicclare3,  .tn;it,^  to 'his  knqwledge^.  ;^ 
great  alarm  had  been  (JDread  .on  the  introduftion  of  thcfe 
Bills,  and  th-it  mony  pcrfons  in  tlie  country,  who  were averf<; 
fo  them,  had  vvirhdrawn  iheir,  6ppof;tCo/i,  fea;;ful  of  the  coo* 
fcqntnces  that  mig'ht  cnfuc.  ,  ^,   „  •  .    , 

Earl  Spencer  thought  the  fair  interpretation  pf  the  petition 
would  be,  that  is  was  from  part  of  the  noj^ijiiy,  &c,  of  the 
county,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bedford,  ip  fap^^ 
that  it  was  the  petition  of  thofc  who  had  fignccl  it. 

The  Earl  cf  OJl'or^  explained,  that  it  had  been  fcnt  to  othciT 
parts  of  the  country  for  fignaturcs.  ^  •      .    . 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the^fablc'^ 

MESSAGE  ;RESl»EdT^WO  POREiONTkOOPS.     '   "" 

.   Lord  GrenvUlc  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  his 
Majefly's  Mcffage  inxo  cot^fide ration,  xtfpefting  tjjp  landing 
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offbreign  trcx>ps,  which  being  read,    he  moved  dn  adJfcfi 
of  ehanks.  *  • 

•  ^he  Earl  ^f  Lau^erdnh  fnidV  he  did  nr>t  rire  tr>  pppofe  the 
arrets.'    He   rofc   merely  to   recjOife   ibmc  exp';inatron*  cm- 
what  occadoned  the  dej;^  of  thofe  tPO*)ps,  whoihouId'Knye' 
^aikd  weeks'  hcfore  fat'  t'he^  place  of  their  deftinat<on.     The* 
eftpedinon,   Which  Vas   fi  ted  out  at   an  'imm(>nfe  cxpcrice, ' 
ih^M  havefaifkd  in  September  ;  bur,  from -the  urtpardonable; 
delay)  thofe   (hocking  calamities   had  arifepj    w^iich    cvtry 
nObte«  lord  nioft  rt'fleA  oh  WHth  horror.  -  He  had  not  proba- 
My  as*  good  information  hn  the  fbbjfiSt  a^  the  hobk  Secretary" 
of'State,  but  what  be  had  to  ailed  e  wafi*  glounded- on  the 
informaflon  of  'genfttenftert  of  integrity  and  veracity.   'The 
mtn;  recruited  as  the^  wer?,-  could  not  pron\ife  much  ho^ 
t»  die  enterprifc  of  miniftets,  as  ^ft  d^(c\\^rf  rn^cd  amongft* 
them  V^iany  were  f^^ept  away  Witl^  6li^i&;    and  thofe  who' 
furVive4  •were  weak-  and  fickly.  '»'l^^'conrid"nble  fpacc  of 
titne  which  the  troops  Were  kept  enca'tipeu  at  Spike. liland, 
n6»r  the  harboui*  of- Cot k,  ^rendered  the  mt-n-fo  extremely* 
ukthealthy,  a^te  be  w'nAt  (or  fervice  ;    and  he  thought  bbmi 
w*^  imputable  in  fdme  fjutrter,  in  not  having  the  cxpedhron* 
ready  for  fea  at  an  earlier  fealon.         ^     ' 

•  Eari  Spenctr  fald,  that,  before  noble  lords  ventured'  to 
come  forward  with  fuch  unqiiaiified  al^ertions,  from  which' 
tkdy*  thought  proper  to  deduce  inrer<nces  of  cenfure  on  mi- 
nifters,  they  ought  to  be  more  truly,  and  accunittlyirrfcrrmed' 
of  the  ftate  of  fails.  With  regard  to  the  troops  mentioned 
in  theMeflage  and  AddreiV,  he  (hould  not  fo  far  forget  iiis 
duty  as  to  fay  any  thing  as  fo  the  place  of  their  deftina-ion. 
He  aHowed  that  the  tror>ps  cin  Spike  Ifl.md  had  becn'in  a  bad 
ftate  of  health,  but  were  not  fo  at  prefent ;  they  had,  he  (aid, 
been  fome  time  lince  embarked  on  boar  J  the  (hips  again,  and 
had  a£hiallly  irtiled,  and  he  had  received  letters  from  the 
captains  of  thofe  (hips,  afluring  him  they  wi!re  l^etter,  and  re- 
covering faft  to  a  iiate  of  peite£t  health.  As  to  the  grarrd 
part  of  the  cxpeduion,  it  was  intended  to  h:ue  failed  by  the 
middle  of  September,  but  it  could  not  be  got  ready.  It  was 
however  ready  by  the  beginning  of  October,  fince  that  time, 
the  wind  had  been  unilormiy  adverft-,  and  his  Majelty's 
minifters  certainly  could  not  be  accountable  for  the  elements 

over  which  ihcy  no  had   coiitrOuI.      The  eagernefs  of  the 

naval  command:?rs  of  this  expedition  had  lately  induced  them 

to  feize  the  firlt  change  of  wind,  v/ithout  waiting  to  fee  how  far 

the  weather  would  fettle,  and  unforLunatcly  they  had  in  afe;v 

hours  after  leaving  port  met  v^^ith  a  dreadful  ftorm,  in  which 

;         "  '  3  D  2       *  ■ they 
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they  ba4  rcq^jved  coniiderablc  daoi^ge,  though  not  to  tli^ 
extent  which'  had  been  given  out  to  the  public.  He  ivas  happy 
however  to  aflure  the  houfe  from  his  own  knowledge/  tibtt 
all  thofir  damages  had  l^en  repaired,  and  chat  the  flpet  feilet 
the  preceding  day  from  Portfmouth  to  proceed  on  the  exp^St^ 
tion«  His  lordfiiip  repeated  what  be  had  more  Chan  oncecfe^^ 
Glared,  tl|at  from  the  moment  of  his  entrance  upon  ofioe^  that 
he  fclc  and  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  refponfible  for  bis  on»v 
iuSt  as  a  member  of  the  cabinet. 

.  The  Earl  of  LaudtrtkU  laid,  be  was  glad  to  learn  firom 
'the  authority  of  the  firil  lord  cf  the  admiralty^  that  the 
damages  nevenhele;'$  had  ^n  repaired,  and  that  the  floct 
had  failed :  be  did  not  iee  any  reafbo  why  the  4eel  cooU 
not  have  been  ready  by  the  middle  of  September.  It  was 
wrell  known  when  the  expedition  was  planned,  that  it  oogbe 
to  fail  by  that  time«  and  as  fucb  it  ought  to  have  been  rtady« 
When  the  father  of  thr  prefent  minifter  held  the  fame  ibtion, 
he  planned  an  expedition,  and  fent  word  to  the  firft  lord  of 
tde  admiralty^  that  it  muft  be  ready,  by  fuch  a  time;  and,  on  an 
aofwer  coming  that  it  could  not  be  ready,  be  fent  word,  tbat  if  it 
was  not  ready  he  would  .go  down  to  the  hquie  and  impeach. 
the  minii^er  in  whofe  department  it  lay.  Certain  it  was  tbat 
l^y  the  delays  which  had  taken  place,  the  expedition  might  as 
well  not  have  been  planned  at  alK 

The  queftion  was  p«it  on  the  addrefs  which  was  i^eed  ta 
i^nanimoufly. 

HIJ?   majesty's   MESSAQE   R6SPECTXKC   PEACE. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  taking  into  coa^r 
ffcderation  the  meflage  received  the  preceding  day  from  hi^ 
maieily. 

Lord  Grenville  faid  he  fhould  content  himfelf  wi(h  moving^ 

*'  TbAt  an  hoisbU  addrcfa  be  prefented  to  his  MajeAfy  to  retam  bit  M«jcft]^ 
the  thanks  of  the  houfe  fir  bis  moft  gracious  neflage— 

<*  To  acknowleJge,  wich  the  ocmoft  gratitude  and  raLifadioo,  his  Majefly*s 
condefoenHon  and  goodneft  in  having  been  fnicio'jfly  pleafed  to  acquaint  us,  that 
the  crifis  which  was  depending  at  the  commencement  of  the  feilioii,  has  led  tQ 
(och  an  order  of  things  in  France,  as  will  induce  h  s  Majeftv,  cons'ormibly  to 
the  ientiments  he  has  already  declared,  to  meet  any  difpoHtion  lor  n^goclation  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  an  eameftdeilre  to  give  it  the  fullcil  and  Ipeolefl  eflTed, 
and  to  conclude  a  t»aty  of  general  peace  whene\-er  it  can  be  eifcded  on  juii  and 
fditablc  terms  for  himftrlf  and  hrs  allies. — 

<*  To  aflitre  his  Majcfty,  that  until  that  deHrable  prriod  (hall  arrive,  it 'is  our 
finn  determination  to  continue  to  aflTord  lus  Majeft)';_tbjc  vigorous  fupport  which 
«e  are  perfoaded  u  eHenUal  to  the  xaoft  iflsportant  intciefli  of  his  kingdom,  and 

that 
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$1^  it  Witt  field  ut  llie  hi|^  patilcatkwi  if  Idi  Mait%*^ 
«^  cmdanH  tAfed  to  the  recent  udimportaiit  faccdib  of  ckt  A»ftrian  tnaki* 
««f  e»  tlie  cootiootcl  and  grMnag  csBUmtflmnfei  .of  tbe  cb«bt»  iWM  li«v«  tfa« 
ibappi  efieft  of  fpeedlly  (oodnciqg  Co  ^  rBftoritioD  9f  |mtnl  pcacf  ob  f^ck . 
jpQBAds  as  tbe  jufttce  of  the  tmtjk  in  wJUch  cbit  coQntiy  it  ciyafed^  and  tbi 
iifuBon  of  aflUriy  «a|  entitkUi  Majdly  to  ope^** 

•  7k  Marfuis  0f  Lanfdcwn  decbtf«ll  it  would  ha^e  girni 
him  extreme  pleafure  couM  be  haye  brought  his  minci  ta  givo 
^e  moft  unqualified  alKnt  to  the  prefent  addrefs,  which,  as  fitr 
as  he  could  jud^  from  a  curlbrf  reading,  he  could  not  do  con- 
fident with  his  duty.  He  did  not  mean  to  quibble  on  the 
mode  of  expfeffion  uled  by  bit  Majefty's  miniilers,  but  if 
'Chey  meant  right,,  they  would  have  avoided  the  looTe  and 
ciqfuiirocal  manner  in  which,  particularly  towards  tbe  conclu* 
Am  of  It,  the  addrefs  was  worded^  He  confeiled  his  doubts 
of  tbe  ftn^erity  of  minifters^t  but  taking  it  for  granted,  that 
they  were  fincere,  there  was  a  time  h«  muft  pbferve  when  that 
hoi^  requh-ed  proof,  and  if  their  journals  were  read  they 
would  find  it,  but  the  energy  of  parliament  had  been  leflen- 
ing,  war  aftier  war,  and  was  now  become  almoft  extind. 
The  great  meafure  of  peace  had  been  long  completely  upper- 
lAoft  in  h^s  mifid«  but  he  would  at  prefent  refrain  from  any 
extraneous  topic  that  did  not  apply  to  the  queftion  before  them. 
It  was  his  firm  belief,  and  it  was  an  opinion  that  he  ihould 
maintain  to  his  lateft  days,  that  in  the  prefent  war  the  enemy 
were  not  the  aggreflbrs.  Since  the  days  of  Csrdinal  Albe-> 
roni,  a  more  romantic  plan  had  not  entered  the  mind  of  man, 
than  that  which  aduated  minifters,  with  refpefl  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of  France,  The  fubfequent  condud  of  minifters  he 
reprobated  as  operattitg  to  withdraw  confidence  from  the 
people.  They  had  been  repeatedly  called  upon  to  inftirute  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry  on  various  occaTions,  but  the  Solicita- 
tion was  as  often  refufed.  If  their  lordlhips  had  recourfe  to 
their  journals,  they  would  there  find,  that  from  the  Revolu- 
tion, down  to  rhe  period  of  the  American  war,  fuch  inquiries 
were  never  rcfufpd.  To  denying  thefe,  he  was  firmly  ptr- 
fuaded,  was  to  be  attributed  that  total  want  of  energy  in  Par- 
liament, which  rendered  the  operations  of  government  focom- 
pietely  inert.  Peace  was  the  objeft  nearefl  his  heart,  as  ncr- 
iceflary  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  the  fafety  of  the 
(Country.  With  refpeft  to  peace,  it  was  a  jewel  which  by 
all  means  he  would  have  minifters  pofiefs.  If  he  was  all^e^ 
howy  and  in  what  manner  he  would  obtain  it  ? — ^he  would 
explain,  by  faying,  if  be  had  a  fervant  who  robbed  him  of  a 
.diamond,  and  jif  h^  caught  kim  aftpr  tbe  |fiA.  if  he  was  dif- 

pcfed 
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prfiid  to  get>)afekhirfjcwc!,'hc  would  hot  enter  mm  a*  prcVfeSs  * 
di/cuffion,  bbffcy,  **  givt  mcttiy  diamondj  and  4  v^W^ftr*'* 
wards  makc'term9/'--^^^cD  was  ri»C' diamond  he  was  ritixfoiM^ 
to  recovtr,":it'was  a  diamond  of  ineftimaUr  value,  and  Mft^ing^ 
Once  regained- rif  -he* Should  be<-rati5£cd>  and  coitftrntmk: 
Whatever  dtfiike  he  might  b<^iuppofed  to  have  for  niiniflfara^r 
h^  wiihed  ^  ^^^^  ?  g^^  opinion  ot  their  intenti€M]s;:afid' to 
treat  them  with  candour  and  L^irncfs.  In  the  proTent  infiaoce^  r 
he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  confidence  to  give  them  fmat  • 
the  equivocal  terms  of  the  incflkge,  aad  the  feniimeiiU  coa« 
tajned  in  the  sajditk,  ..    ». 

He  owned  he  had  his  apprehenfions  that  mini  Hers, meant  tp 
follow  the  example  of  Lord  North  in  1778,  wiien,  iuid^og* 
the  war  unpopular,  and  wilhing  to  carry  certain  mc^urc»«. 
that  noble  Lord  conceded  a  little  to  oppofitian  at  iirf(>r4ie. 
then  came  a  Aep  nearer^^aftcr wards  he  fent  out  Lord  Carlifle 
and  Governor  Johnfioae,  who  Hood  well  with  the  Americans^  • 
and,  ona doubt, being  cxprcfTcd  that . they  wrre  in  earo^ft, 
**  Oh  !  (fiid  be)  I  have  given  them  powers  to  treat  with  ^le 
Congrcfs  by  naqiie.''    Peace  then  was  looked  upon  as  cd^ayi^ 
but,  alas!    the  po.wers,  whatever  they  were,  dictated  fuch' 
terms  as  the  Americans  coqld  not  agree  tQ  s  and  the  war  was 
continued  for  four  years  afcierwards. 

The  Marquis  /aid  he  was  of  that  age^  and  had  that  ex- 
perience, which  did  not  induce  him  to  give  implicit  .con&Jeace- 
to  miniflers  in  the  proportion  that  they  reqi|lred,  siod  which  in 
his .  opinion,  their  Lordibips  were  too  forward  to  grant* 
With  refpedtothc  late  fuccel&s  of  the  Auftiians,  on  which 
minifters  laid  fo  much  ftrefs,  it  proved  nothing  \  he  had  as  their 
Lordihips  would  recoiled  loog  fmceftated,  that  whenever  the 
French  crofled  the  Rhine  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  .Auilrinns 
crofled  it  oa  the  other,  not  much  good  co^ild  be  expe6l;:d  to 
arife  from  the  future  operations  of  the  invading  party.  The 
reafon  was  obvious:— that  all  armies,  at  a  greac  diflaiKe  from 
their  own  country,  were  difpirited,  and  as  they  fought  under 
great  difficulties  arifmg  from  the  being  in  the  enemy's* 
territory,  frequently  defeated ;  whereas  when  they  were  near 
home,  their  confidence  was  refiored,  and  they  became  victo- 
rious in  their  turn.  Hence  it  was  that  the  bounty  of  provi« 
dence  Icemed  to  have  marked  out  i/ie  boundaries  of^e^ry  41a* 
tion  to  prote<5t.it  from  the  ambition  of  men.  The  alarming, 
iiatc  of  the  country,  land  the  exhaufted  ilaie  of  its  finances, 
ihould  induce  tuinKiers  unequivocally  to  fbew  a  djip^fition 
tor  peace.  If  they  would  a(k  what  fort  of  a  peace,  lie  would 
lay  a  good  peace,  without  mentioning  the  word  glorious.  Jf 
'  *  they 
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thcjr  required  indemnity  and  fecurity,  thank  God  we  hni 
ciic^ugh  to  give  up,  without  fcrious  injury  fo  the  country. 
Had  tScy  not  indcnrniry  jn  the  Cape  of  GoodHope,  Dcmsl 
Var)',  and  be  fupj^pfed  Ceylon  ?  If  miniftcrs  were  not  atftualiy 
in  poffeiHoa  of  thejatter/at  prefent,  he  nr.ift  fuppafc  that  they 
conilde^eJ  fuch  a  circuHiftance  as  certain.  If  even  thsfe  were 
!xQ  be  fun^endered,  il\fuch  a  rtieafure  procured  peace,  fo  far 
Iro^a  Jiis.cmbarrijflihg  miniftcrs,  they  fliould  not  want  his  J'up- 
porj*  '  If  Hplland  was  re^qrc^  by  the  French,  he  did  not  fee 
tfiatTt  would  be  repugnfint' to  the  interefts  or  the' honour  of 
ihc  Qatron  tp  givo  uf^  the  Ckpe  of  Good "  Hope.  The  objcdl 
of  the  country  was  tranquillity;  and,*  when  that  arrives,  he 
fljould  ^^ot  onJy  deem  it  a  happy,  but  a  good  peace.  As  to  In- 
d^mpity.  It  confiiled  i;i  ourinduftryi  and'he  had  no'hefiiatiob 
tp  fyy^  that  a  few,' years  of  induftry  would  be  far  beyond  all  the 
indciu^incatton  we  could  require  for  our  acquifitions.  Give 
him  but  peace,  and  his  Lordfhip  declared,  he  cared  not  for  ih^ 
pofl^flions  of  other  countries;  have  recourfe.  to  induftry,  for 
our  individual  wants,  and  the  nation  muft  profper.  He  hoped 
that  ihe.fcntimcntscohtaUied  in  the  mefla^e  were  fincere,  and 
that  it  was  not  a  merfttub  thrown  out  to  the  vvhale,  to  appt^afc 
the  clamours  of  the  kingdom,  and  concih'atc  the  people,  pre- 
vious to  a  diflblujion  of  Parliament  5  if  fo,,  the  folly  and  ab- 
fardity  of  the  z£t  WQuId  be  its  puniihmehr,  as  the  con- 
fequences  would  fooner  or  later  evince^,  , He  conclu.led  by 
afluring  noinifters,  that  he  wjis  rcjL6y  to**do  thena' julficc, 
and,  am>rd  them  every  fair  afliftance,  if  their  objefts  were 
Uncere. 

Lford  Sydney  depicd  that  tlie?  war  had  bCeA  a  War  of  ac;reil 
fiori  on  bur  pnrt  and  maintained  that  the  war  was  both  juft  and 
necefiary.  His  LordOiip  quoted  jBrifTot  as  an  authority  :  ^ni 
(poke  rtrongly  in  favour  of  the  addrcfs. 

L^rd  GrenvilU  faid,  he  ihould  not  have  rifen^  had  Jt  not  Wa 
alTertedby  the  noble  Marquisthat  we  were  aggreflors,  in  the 
prefent  war ;  whenever  that  was  affcrted  in  his  hearing,  he 
Ihould  conceive  jt  his  duty  peremptorily  to  deny  Tr.  The  con- 
trary was  notoriou  fly  the  fad;  this  could  be  proveJ  fro.T^'the 
confeifiop  of  Briflcit  and  the  parties  who  had  engaged  Frince 
in  a  war  with  England,  and  who  had  boafted  of*  their*  having 
doi?e  fo.  As  to  tlie  noble  Marquis's  doubt,  whether  \h€ 
meffagc  and  the  addrefs  were  fincere,  he  declared  upon  his 
honour,  and  he  would  rifle  his  charafter  and  life  upon  it,  tha; 
miniftcrs  were  fo ;  at  leaft  for  his  part  he  was^  and  he  believed 
the  crifis  was  arrived  when  we  might  treat  if  propofals  vvcre 
made.  "•* 

•  .      With 
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With  regard  to  what  the  noble  Marquis  had  faid  rer;>e£tuig 
a  noble  Lord  who  was  no  more,  (the  latfe  Earl  of  Guildferd; 
he  (hou^d  only  fay,  that  from  tb^  tifitc  of  his  cooatng  into 
publfck  life  Co  the  time  of  the  dcceife  of  (hat  nobleman,  ht 
bad  himfetf  always  fupported  the  contrary  fide^  but  that  op- 
pofition,  in  his  mind,  being  at  an  end,  it  ought  to  be  no 
K>nger  remembered.  He  had  little  dik)ut;ht Chat  he  ifaould  C4^tt 
liave  come  forward  as  the  defender  of  that  nobleman^  bat  hb 
Ihould  not  do  him  juftice  if  be  did  not  (ay  that  be  paflUM 
confiderable  talents  and  maay  virtues. 

It  had  been  aflerted  that  the  language  of  the  meflage  zttA 
the  addrefi  were  doubtful;  tiH  the  parts  however  were  pointed 
out,  be  could  not  reply.  It  had  alfo  been  urged,  that  the 
f-eafons  why  minifters  wished  to  make  pea^e,  were  the  ex« 
baufted  (ttuation  of  the  country,  and  tbe  low  ftate  of  thtic  fi- 
nances i  (o  far  from  this  being  the  cafe  he  knew  that  the  couq« 
tr^  was  fcarcely  ever  in  a  more  flouriOiing  fituation.  That 
nunifteis  wiflied  to  conclude  a  peace,  there  could  be  no 
doubt;  fince  no  war  can  be  carried  on  without  laying 
burdt-ns  on  th^  people,  which  muft  render  the  war  idelt  and 
the  minifters  who  condu£)ed  it  of  couffe  unpopular. 

With  refped  to  our  ability  to'continue  the  prefent  war,  let 
noble  Lords  loolc' to  ouf  rituatIon,.our  refburces,  and  our 
energy^  and  they  would  fee  that  wc  rteed  hot  be  under  any 
concern.'  The  noble  Marquis  hau  made  light  of  the  Audrian^ 
trroffing  tlie  Rhine ;  but  refer  to  the  language  made  xik  of  at 
tbe  opening  of  the  feffion :  then,  rt  was  made  of  the  greateft 
Mnportailce  that  the  French  had  crofied  the  Rhine  ^  .b^t  now; 
that  the  Germans  have  croflKid  the  Rhine,  it  was  Ipoke  of  as  a 
circumitance  of  no  confcquence. 

*  Tbi  Marquis  ef  Lav/'dozLn  explained  that  when  be  fpoke  d( 
be  want  ot  confidence  in  an  army  at  a  great  diftance  from  its 
Own  country,  he-  did  not  refer  to  this  or  that  campaign,  but 
Xo  military  affairs  in  general,  and  mentioned  it  as  a  generaf 
maxim  agreed  in  by  all  converfant  with  tactics  and  who  fpoke 
fimM  experience ;  if  the  noble  Lord  would  read  any  military 
freattfe,  he  would  find  it  invariably  the  cafe. 

The  Earl  ef  Lauderdck  began  with  declaring  that  he  con-* 
gmtulated  miniAers  on  their  having  laid  afide  their  pre}udice9>' 
againft  the  prefent  rulers  in  France,  he  congratulated  the 
country  alfo  on  the  fame  change  of  fcntiments  in  the  King'i 
fervants.  Moft  of  the  perfons  in  power  in  France  were 
pcrfond'  whom  nwnifters  had  formerly  devoted  to  dedrudiDOf 
he  wondered  therefore  thatxbey  fhauLd  have  fo  far  forgotten 
tbeir  formcf  arguments,  as  to  reft  o;vthe  stability  of  a  govern- 
ment 
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tnent  of  five  wttkB  continuance;  He  wai'  happy  that  at 
len^<miAMers  bad  ccNcieto  chat  point  to  %vMch  hcand^  fiame 
of  m^hiknAB  htd  fooHcti  laboured  in  vain  to  bring  them. 

ife  fdpported  the  cbfervations  o(  his  4ioble  frieed  (the 
Maquis  bf  Lanfdown*)  He  was  not  be  faid  iiire  that  this 
conceffiM  W9S  not  mflde  merely  to  airfWer  the  piiqxHe  of 
evaCn#  th^  propofitions*  which  an  honourable  friend  of  his  in 
theii^her  houfe^  and  it  was  probable  others  witb  whom  be  had 
the4ionbur  to  aA  Wenr  about  to  bring  /orward*  If  the  right 
hoAdmble^geritldnian  at  the-  head  cf^the  finances  had  the 
fmalleft  knowledge  that  the  order  of  things  mentioned  in 
'tht^  fnd&gie  was  Urrived^  or  that  fuch  waa iheopinioirof  the 
cabinet,  ^in  hvs  mind  ht  defervcd  to  be  impeached.    He  could 

•  not  •conteive^iiow  that  right  honourable  gentleman  coufd  pre- 
tend to  have  been  ignorant  of  i t^  as  it  was  not  a  matter  covimu* 
nic4ted  by  any  fudd^n  information,  but  if  really  known  and  felt 
muft  have  been  known  by  gradtlal  obfervation*  -  If  it  had  been 
his'  intention  to  'move  ah  Amendment  to  the  Addrds^  he 
(h'ouidhave  propoM  toomtt  all  that  part  of  it  that  rdatdd 
ta  what  it  termed  **  the  juftice  of  our  ^aufc/'.  he 
would  a^fo  have  Wiflked  tainfert  th^  woid.S&ibeedy*'  bcfose 
Peace."  At  prefeitt,-  he  would  fatfif)f  himielf  with  giving 
a  negative  dn  that  part  4of^  she  Addreft*    . 

LorJ  Afyigra^i'wCc  to  deelace  his  unreferved  approbation 
of  the  Addrefs  as  it^was  moved.  Some  noble  lords,  he.ob- 
fervtd,  had  thought  ^at  libeiie' had  been  periods  of  time  .long 
before  the  prefent- jundhrre,  when  miniften*  might  have 
bfoujght  do#n  a  finf liar  meflage  on  the  iiibjed  of  peace,  in 
his  mind  there  never  bad:  yet^been  atitne  whkfa^promifedaod 
heldout-fo^ir  a  ^ofp«ft-^f'  approaching  peace,  lioth  from 
the  fituation  of  this  country,  and  the  eaibarniffiiienta  of  Ac 
enemy.'  When  he  talked  c$f  peace,  be  always  wiihfld  it  fo  be 
tinderflood  that^he  meaift  a  peace  that  promifad.to  be  feguce, 
and  ftritable  to  «H«  ti^nour  and  interefts  of  the.  countr}/;.  Ue 
conc^iveci,  that  ori  fiidi'  impoitant  fubjefis  asithe  prefeitf,.per- 
iortal  feelfngs,  and  aU  party  differenoes,  iougha  to  give  way^o 
cor1(tderations  6F  miielv  giieialer  confec^uenee  ^  the  wel^re  ipd 
the  dignity  of  the <«oifnery.  .This  war, he. faid,  had  always^  in 
his  opinion,  been  a  juft,  neeeflary,  «id  truly  defenfive  war  j 
'  nor  6r}ginating  from  aHy  improper  nKytive  or.coiidod;Oi>«tl)c 

*  partiOf  th?s  country,  biit,^onvthe  contrary,  ^firom  thegro&(F, 
inc^  diflionourable  and  unprovoked  aggreffion  on  the  par tpf 
France*  '^  The  conduft  of  (he-war  or  nieuterms  upon  which 
peace  could  be  ^Ade^  ^he'-vii«ould^equaily4b{latn  from  entering 
u^nl'  Tbey  we're.  fubjoAs;  dexrly  iilrdign  to  tbcprclent 
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queftion,  and  it  would  be  wrong  in  him  or  any  other  nobk 
k>rd  to  attempt  to  mix  them  with  che  pcndiog  dirctii&on.  This 
feemed  to  be  the  general  <^nion,  and  he  wiflied  that  other 
noble  lords  bad  aidbd  up  to  it,  and  not  made  alluhons  to  pc^^nts 
that  couM  not  tend  Co  promote  thtt  fort  of  unanimity  fo  much 
deiired ;  he  coald-  not  help  remarking  wi^h  feme  degree  of 
furprife  that,  if  appearances  were  to  he  judged  from,  noble 

'kirds  in  oppofitioii  feemed  not  to  entertain  the  iame  fondneft 
and  avidity  for  peace  juft  at  prcfent,  when  the  approachof  it 
iixroed  to  be  at  hand,  as  they  did  when  the  proljped  of  it  was 
much  more  remote. 

7 he  Duh  of  Leeds  faid  upon^  the  piefent  occafion  there  was 
not  in  his  opinion  the  fmalleft  neceflity  to  go  into  the  confir 
deration  of  the  terms  that  might  or  ought  to  be  obtained, 

-nor  was  there  any  reafon  to  difcufs  the  conduci  of  ^he  war. 
It  was  agreed  on  a!!  hands  that  peace  was  a  moil  defirabie 
obje£l,  and  any  thing  either  in  diicuffion  or  condu^  that 
could  impede  its  being  brougfar  about,  he  conceived  to  be 
highly  injudfcioosr*  With  regard  to  the  words  of  the  addrefe, 
he  might  poffiUy  differ  fiom  fcfne  of  his  noble  friends,  be* 
caufe  thofe  wha  looked  back  to  (be  line  of  conduci  he  had 
purfued  ftnce  the  commencement  of  the  war  and  indifierent 
periods  of  it,  muft  know  that  be  thought  it  was  a  war  of 

>  aggreflionoh'the  part  of  PraAce^-  and  which  it  was  abfolutely 
impoflxble  for  this  country  to  keep  out  of.     The  aiTertion 

/therefore  that  the  aggrefGdn^  which  brought  on  the  war,  caaie 
from*  us,  he  muft  always  contcovert.  Thedirefi  coiitrary  was 
the  h&.  There  were  many  circumfi^nces  on  which  he  held 
opinions  which  were  not  agreed  tp  by  either  fide  o{  the  houfe, 
and  fome  ^at  perhaps  he  wa»  fingular  ysk  holding^  When 
€Air  anibaflador  was  recsdied  from  France,  although  he  could 
not  wifli  that  his  noble  friend  had  be<sn  continued  there,  he 
would  not  have  had  t4ir  French  givento  believe  that  all  nuffion 
was  retarded  and  that  all  communie^tioni  between  that  country 
and-  this  was':ftxipped.  On  the  contrary,  after  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  and  when  the  King  was  dethroned,  that  was^  in  his 
mind,  of  all  others  the  time  when  we  ought  to  have  had  fome 
perfon  at  Paris  as  a  Charge  des  Jffaire:^  to  watch  the  condud 
and  the  inottons  of. the  pevibns  then  cxercifing  power,  and- 
the  fpirit  of  the  timet,  aa  they  ia^ueaced  the  various  parties 
and  factions  that  gifted,  Ue^did  not  fubfcribe  to  the  opinion 
that  it  was  a  fitter  moment  for  peace  to  be  negotiated,  when 
die  Britiifa  armies  were  conquering  on  the  French  frontiers- 
and  we  were  mailers  of  the  French  and  Auflrian 
Netherlands.    At  that  time  there  Was  a  prolpe<3  of  moil 

brilliant 
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bnUiajat^ucceik,  but  wbcn  Ihe  aronies  of  the  alCos  were  driven, 
not  Mn}y^  out  of  French  Fla&dershut  out  of  the  Auftriaa  Ne-. 
l^rUttdS)  aod  even  out  of.  Holland^  he  thoiia)|t  it  then  ^  fi^- 
moiMnt  for  peace,  and  be  had  recoiiiniendrd,ic  in  hisplace,: 

fsrfuaded  that  let  who  would  have  biecn  the  i:uliug  powers  i(i,  ^ 
ranee  we  could  have  made  a  peace  that  would  have  been 
found  durable,  and  France  would  have /etded  her  differences 
Ibon  though  in  a  manner  perhaps  not  very  plcafing  to  humap*, 
ky  to  reil^  oo  ;  under  that  impreffion  he  had  give(^  his  feeble 
Aqpport  to  two  motions  which  the  noble  ,duk,e  bad  brought 
forward.  He  was  not  furprifed  that  mapy  wbk  lords,  and 
many  out  of  doors,  would.  wi(b  to  fee,  and  to  treat  with  fome 
•lore  fixed  and  eKabliihed  goyernmeot  in* France ;  but.  be  it 
what  it  might,  he  was  fully  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of; 
pe^ce,  £or  Ui^  profperity  of  bo<)i  <;Quo^ri^$«  ^n^  of  Europe, 
upon  fuch  terms  as,  in  the  words  of  the  meflage,  might  be 
ibitable  to  the  iniero^  and  honour  of  the  country.  There  was 
jio  occafidh  however  to  enter  in  dlfcuilion ;  tt  was  rather,  he 
conceived,  j)roperthai  nothingilhould  beifiid  on  the  fubje£l ; 
he  would  therefore  conclude  with  dechiring  that  the  addrefs 
bad  his  hearty ^l&nt.  «  f 

.  The  Earl  0/  Mingd^n^  gave, bis.  opinion  decidedlv,  his 
. lord/hip  read  fome  extracts  from  Sir  Richard  Steele  in  (upport. 
of  his  arf^ments  againft  peace,  upon  any  terms  with  France  i 
becau/e  Isingliihmcn  muft.al^vays  have  fome  object  in  view;. 
h  xhMf  if.  they  had  not  a  foreign  enemy,  he  was  fure  th^y 
would  have  a  civil  war.  .  ^        . 

The  Duke  af  Bedford  QM^  he  bad  00  in/cllnation  to  enter 
ir^o  the  debate,  nor  would  he  have,  interfered  iu  it,  l?ut  for 
fome  words  that  fell  frQm  a  noble  barpn  on  thecrofs-bench., 
He  had  charged  noble  lords  iaoppQlitiou  withwiSiing  to  pro- 
ftraft  the  happy  period  of  peace,  wtien  i^  feemed  to  be  ap- 
proaching; afcribing  to  thern^  mpcives  which  be  co'ulil  never, 
hear  without  flatly  contradicting  it^ems  and,  to  convince  the 
noble  lord  and  the  houfe  h^w  far  he  was.mjftaken,  he  would 
fcad  the  addrefs  which  be  and  his  friepds  meant  to  have  moved, 
'if  the  prefenc  addrefs  was  oegatived.  [The  Puke  then  read 
the  addreis  which  correfponded  with  the  sunaidment  moved  by* 
Mr.  Sheridan  in  the  houfe  of .  commons  on  vVedncfday  thQ« 
fiintb.  J       .  ?    . 

L'^rd  Midgrave  {zaA  he  never  wifbed  to.  impute  improper. 
JZiotives,  nor  any  particular  motives,  (o  any  nol})e  Iprd«  The 
woods  he  had  uled  he  repeated  and  v^as  relpooiible  /or  t)iem^! 
fbey  occurred  to  him  to  be  proper,  from  what  bad  arilen  in 
the  CQuiife  of  the  debate^      .     .  .  r ^  ,  .    ,\ 
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'  The  Duki  of  BMrd  hiiy  be  had  precifidy  .uiKierftood  the 
words  as  the  noble  lord  bad  repeated  them ;  and  vrboeirer  beard 
them,  muft  know  thacit  was  his  duty,  and  .that  of  thofe  wha 
aAed  with  him^  to  deny  the  motives  implied  in  the  words 
df  the  noble  lord.  -  -v.       - 

The  Eart  $f  LaMerdaU  held  the  &me  opinion  with  the 
noble  Duke,  4ind  did  not  know  .what  ibrt  of  appearances  the 
noble  Lord  could  mcany  as-expreffive  of  a  greater  or  le&  de« 
gree  of  avidky  ind  fondnefs  of  peaee,  which  noble  lords  in- 
ternally pollcfied  in  their  minds  at  different*  times*'  Tbe 
noble  Duke's  reply,  however,  was  folly  (iiftcient  on  that 
ftlbjra.  .      . 

ihe  Earl^f  H^itsun  rofe  to  fupport  the  addrefi^  and  ibted 
bis  reafons  for  agreeing  to  it.  .     •    ' 

•  Tbe  addre&was,  on  diequefiion  being  put,,  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thuk^sday,  PiCimberio. 

FBTCTIOKS^   . 

.Iflr.Afiliapi  prefented  a  petition  from  the  gentlemen, 
^lergT)  and  freeholders  of  tbe  Cbunty  of  Durham,  againft  tbe 
two- Bills. 

Mr.  BnrJen  wiOied  to  ftate  fome  circumftances  rehuive  to 
the  petition.  1  he  meeting  was,  he  laid,,  advertifed  on  Sa- 
turday, andimt  on^  Monday^  when  the  prefent  petition  was 
voted.  Tbe  interval  was  fo  (hort,  that  gentlemen  had  nov 
time  to  attend,  and  yet  this  petition  was  ftaced  to  contain  the 
.  ?cnfe  of  the  gentlemen  and  freeholders  of  that  refpe^able 
bounty.  It  was  ftated  to  be  figned  by  the  clergy  alfo :  fe-r 
veral  refpe^ble  cler^men  .refiding  in  that  county,  and  he 
believed,  as  many  <x  that    revefend     profeflion  iigned  the 

Srefent  petition,  as  there  had  been  of  bankers  who  figned 
lat  which  wa$  agreed  to  at  the  Paul's  Head,  Cateaton-itreet« 
He  then  pulkd  out  a  factious,  and  inflammatory  hand-biJi 
which  was  diifbninated  for  the  purpoTe  of  calhng  the  meet* 
ing^  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe.*  • 

Mr.  Milhank  fidd  the  petition  would  fpeak  for  itfelf. 
The  language'  was  refpeSM^ley  firm*  and  modcKKe:  the 
prayer  was  fuch  as  that  Houfe  was  accuftomed  to  receive  on 
fucn  occafions,  and  the  fignatures  were  numerous  and  refpec-> 
table.  The  meeting  w*?  publicly  made  known,  smd  if 
thofe  that  wifbed  to  oppoTe  the  petition  did  not  attend,  it  was 
itot  the  fault  of  the  petitioners.  I(^  thofe  that  were  in  favour 
#f  tbe  Bills  did  not  chufe  to  attend  at  the  mtctiogt  what  was 

the 
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ibe  meanhig  that  d^y  dttf  oot  ^all  one  of  their  own  i  They  did 
not,  and  the  old  proverb  was  good,  '^  Silence  gives  confent/** 
The  hooouraMe  gendeman  had  ^  told  him  of  the  hand-btUy 
which  he  bad  juft  read,  and  faid  he  (hould  entertaiil  the  Houfe 
witli  it :  the  Houfe  h^d  heard  it  read,  and  he  obfenred  that 
they  derived  much  entertainment  from  it :  the  honourable 
eentlemaadid  not  cocnmeut  on  that  hand-bill,  and  of  courfc 
hknce  gave  content  in  that  too.  He  thooght  the  Hoafe 
mighc  be  much  b^ter  employed  than  in  tiftening  to  hand* 
Mis,  or  any  thing  of  thr  kind.- 

Thepetition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  prefeoted  a  petition  in  favour  of  the 
Bills  from  the  magiftrates  of  Paifley,'  in  Scotland. ' 

General  Maeleod  wiflied  the  houfe  to  obferve,  that  all  the 
petitions  from  that  country  were  fent  by  the  corporations,  not 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

Mr.  StcrHary  Dttndas  prtfented  a  petition  from  the  princi* 
pal  inhaWtaats  of  the  town  of  Paifley,  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
That  he  conceived,  was  a  fufficieht  anfwer  to^  the  honourable 
General's  ailertion.  As  to  the  petition  which  had  been  before 
pre(Vnted^  againft  the  Bill,  from  the  irihabitantsof  that  place, 
de  only  thought  it  neceflary  to  read  the  Utter  of  a  geotlentaa 
there,  (Mr.  Foulton)  with  whofe  refpe^bbility  of  character 
almoft  every  gentleman  of  that  houfe  was  acquainred  ^  which 
-ftated,  that  the  moft  unjufiifiable  means  were  ufed  to  obrain 
ifgnaturei:,  and  that  children  under  twelve  years  of  age  had 
fi'gned  it}  while  the  property  of  thofe  who  iigned  the  prefent 
petition  was  (o  great,  that  they  paid  taxes  in  the  proportion 
of  feven  to  one,  to  thofe  whde  names  were  to  the  fornKf 
one. 

Gemred  Jiiadegd,  £iid  he  was.  ready  to  bear  teftimoay  to 
Mr.  Foulton  as  a  vtvy  refpedable  manufadurer,  he  knew, 
however,  that  the  fame  perfon  was  conoe(5led  with  thofe 
who  were  conneded  with  minifters,  and  that  if  it.wcue  to 
ferve  the  views  of  tbofe  minift^rs,  thofe  perfons  he  believed^ 
would  furrender  up  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Dundas  defended  the  fefpedability  of  .Mr.  Fouiton'a 
charader.* 

M#.  Hufijt  faid  he  knew  of  no  man  of  a  more  reipedable 
charaAer. 

General  Afacle9d  iaidi  in  the  vtty  out«fet  of  his  fpeech,  ho 
had  acknowledged  the  rdpedability  of  Mr.  Foulton*s  cba-> 
rader,  but  he  conceived,  from  the  adive  part  which  be 
feemed  to  have  taken  ia  promotmg  Ae  petition  againft  the 
3iUs,  that  he  was  aurhorifcd  to  fiiy  wh^t  be  had  iaid^ 
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Mr.  Courtenay  obfcrvcd  that  Mr,  Foulton  might  be  a  very 
refpedable  charade  r,  but  be  did  not  fee  tha(  his  honour^bl^ 
iiriehd  (General  Macleodj  had  advanced  any  thing  to  dero- 
gate  from  it.  The  members  of  that  Houfe  were  very  re- 
^lefiable  cbaraflers.  And.  yet  the  majority  had  voted  W 
two  Bills  that,  in  brs  opinion,  went  to  I'ubvcrt  the  conftitu-' 
tion.  ft  had,  he  obferved,  been  Rated  in  the  letter  read-by^ 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  Chat  Ysoysef- 
ten  or  eleven  years  jof  age. were  invited  to  write  their  names 
to  the  petition.  He  was  glad  to  hear  it :  it  was  a  proi^foi 
the  advancement  of  learning  in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Foulton  probably  conceived  that  he^could  not  giye  a 
better  proof  of  the  refpedlability  of  the  petitioners  on  his  fide 
of  the  queftioQ,  than  by  ftating  that  they  paid  feven  times 
more  poor  r^tcs  than  thejrefh  That  was  a  new  mode  06 
calculating  refpcdability  in  proportion  to  taxation ;  and  ii 
the  rule  fhoitld  be  adopted,  and  the  prefent  war  continued  for 
ibmetime,  the  people  of  this  country  muft  be  the  moft  rerp€<£t^ 
able  in  the  univerle.  The  petition  was  iread,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  .  . 

,  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  prefented  petitions  from  the  Royal. 
Burgh  of  Perth,  and  from  the  merchants,  and  inhabitants  cf 
the  town  and  port  of  Leith  ;  alfo  from  the  mayor  an4  alder- 
men of.  Chefterfield,  in  favour  of  the  Bills.  .  Another  ta 
the  fame  purport,  from  the  magiilrates  and  town  C9<uitcil 
cf  Queensfeiry.  The  laft  of  tbefe  petitions  gavo  rife  to  a- 
•lelultory  converfation,  in  confequence  of  its  being  figned  only 
by  the  chief  Magiflrate,  without  havin?  the  common  feai  of 
the  corporation  affixed.  It  was  queftioned  whether  fucb  » 
petition  could  be  received.  By  the.  anfwcrs,  it  appeared^ 
that  fometimesfuch  petitions  were  f%ned'  in  one  way,  >and 
fometimes  in  another. 

Mr.  Erjklne  faid,  this  was  like  the  anfwer  of  a  young  ftu* 
dent  at  the  univeriity,  who,  when  afked  whether  the  fun  re* 
yolved  round  the  earth,  or  the  earth  rolibd  the  fun,  replied, 
fometimes  one  way  and  fometimes. another;  Mr.  Erikine,  upon 
looking  at  the.pctition,  obferyed,  that  this  chief  magtfttate 
of  Qucensferry  figned  himfelf  ^*  Chife  Magiftrate.".  J 

Mr.  Courunay^  upon  this,  faid  he  fufpe£ted  the  fignature  to 
be  a  forgery,  unlefs  the  right  honourable  Secratary  would 
fay,  that  chife  vrz%  the  Scotch  orthography  for  chief. 

Mr.  Dent  declared  he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  the  arts 
Which  were  employed  to  procure  petitions,  and  fignatures  to 
thofe  petitions,  againft.thp  Bills.  As  a.proof  of  this,  h»£iid, 
he  had  r/^ceWoi  a  letter  from  the  mayor  of  Lancafter,.flat* 
ingf  that  he  had  read,  in  the  London  Packet,  that  Mr.  Sheri^ 

daqr 
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dkn  had  prefented  a  petition  to  th^t  Houfe  againft  the  Billsy 
Agned  by  twelve  hundred  of  the  TreemeD  and  other  inhabicaa?9 
of  that  town,  of  which  meeting  the  mayor  faid  he  knew  nothing. 
Hfi  himfelf,  it  Was  true,  had  prefented  a  petition  to  that  Houfe 
againft  the  Bills,  figned  by  eighty-eight  ot  the  Freemen  of  that 
Jiorough  refident  in  London,  which  number-was  by  no  means 
the  majority  of  the  burgefles.  « 

Mr.  4S/;^iWtf«juft' entered  as  the  honom-able  member  fat 
^dov^n.  He  faid  If^  was  much  furprifed  when  he  was  inform- 
ed of  what  the  honoi^able  member  had  faid  in  his  abicuce, 
iThe  honourable  member  well  knew  that  he  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
had  prefented  no^  fuch  petition,'  -flfid  that  the  miftake  in  a 
newipap^r  gave  birth  to  the  letter,  which  bad  been  jud  read 
ffrom  the  mayor,  of  Latlcaftcr« 

Mr.  Dent  faid  he  had  informed  the  Houfc,  that  what  thf 
•toiourablf  gentleman  had  juft  ftated,  was  precifely  the  cafe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  f^iid,  that  if  he  W4S  rigbdy  informed,  and  he 
had  no  right  to  doubt  the  information,  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Dent)  had  prefaced  his  fpeech  with  an  oblerva- 
tion  on  the  many  arts  that  had  been  ufed  to  feduce  pedbns  to 
iignpecitioas  ^Igainft  the  Bills;  and,  in  fupport  of  this  aflertton^ 
.he  had  read  a.  letter  from  the  mayor  of  Lancafter,  which  was 
.founded  on  a  mil^ake  in^  a  newfpaper  \  a  new  kind  of  proof  in- 
deed! but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  obferved  that  can- 
dour which  one  gentleman  was  enti.tkd  to  ej^ped^  from  another, 
.e([>e<:ially  in  hi$.  ahf^ixre*,  he  (hould  have  added,  that  he  had  a 
.converfation  with  Mr.  Sheridan  on  the  fubjeft,  and  that  hp 
.had  acknowledged,  in  ^that  cofiverfation,  that  he  well  kneir 
Mr.  Sheridan  had  prefented  no  fucH  petition,  and   that  he 
(M^*  Dent)  knew  of  no  petition  prefented  to  that  Houfc, 
*but  the  one  he  had  hin^felf  prefented,  figned  by  eighty -^eigj^ 
of  the  freemen  of  that  borough.    When  Jie  had  the  honour  of 
prefenting  a  petition,  iigned  by  four  thoufand  of  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  Birmiogham,  Mr.:  Sheridan  rcmijided  the  Houfe  that 
he  had  ftated,  that  the  .proprietors,  of  two  public  prints,  ixi 
that  town,  refuiibd  to  piiblim  the  advertifement  in  tbofe  newf- 
papers  for  calling  the  n^eeting.     He  had  fince  been  informed^ 
:On  the  bed  authority,  that  this  was  not  precifely  the  cafe,  as 
'  the  meeting  was  called  in  thet  interval  of  the  publication  of 
«thofe  priptsl     tie  mentioned  this  cii:cumftai)Ge,  as  h^  wilhed 
'to  do  juftice  to  the  charaf^r  of  every  man,  he  could,  neVer* 
(helefs  add,  in   addition  to  ^the  obftru<St ion  :which  the  petition 
.  had  experienced  on  that  occafion^  that  pcrfonal  violei)ce  had 
,beei\  offered  to  the  petitioners.     Thofc  perfons  who  had  ^9 
offended  were  known,  .a()d  pcfhaps,jic  fliould,.fay,  ^OJf  ^ 
.that  hereafter, 

*  Mr. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  prefented  a  pcCition  from  fcvcral  villages  in 
tbevieinity  of  Dumbairton,  id  Scotland  ;  and  another  from  th^ 
iohabkants  of  Wi^on,  againftth«  Bills. 

Mr.  Bnkine  faid,  he  held  m  his  hand  a  petition  from  fome 
of  the  moftrefpe(^bIe  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh; 
he  had  liflened  to  what  was  ftated  by  gentlemen  who  were 
friendly  to  the  bills,  with  refped  to  the  various  arts  and  n)ff« 
feprefentations,  that  had  been  employed  in  order  to  obtain 
fignatfires  to  petitions  againft  the  bills.  Of  this,  at  prefent, 
it  wa»  not  bis  intention  to  fay  much,  becaufe  the  difpute 
would  be  endlds  ;  the  time  was  however  approaching,  when 
the  uAequivocal  voice  of  the  public  would  be  heard  in  that 
Hoafe.  .  He  could  not  prefent  the  petition  in  his  hand, 
without  faying  a  few  words,  in  order  to  give  the  Houfe  ai| 
idea  of  theoi)flruAion  which  the  petitioners  had  experienced. 
A  committee  of  the  moft  refpei^aWe  gentlemen  in  that  iMy 
hzd  been  appointed  to  condud  the  petition.  It  was  deemed 
proper  by  that  Committee  to  publifh  band^bilk  to  give  notice 
vf  the  place  where  the  petition  wOuld  be  left  for  fignaturesr. 
^hc  man  who  was  employed  to  poft  up  thofe  bilk,  was  ap* 
f>rehended  before  he  had  even  pofted  up  one  of  them,  and  de- 
tained as  a  prifoner.  The'  cofttmitiee  wrote  to  the  provoft, 
Hatingtbe  faft.  The  m'^n,  it  was  true^  was  difchaf-ged, 
iiat  thi$  was  trivial  in  comparifon  to  what  fbliowed.  He  did 
4iot  wifti  to  ipeak  of  another  circumftance,  becaufe*  the  per- 
son involved  in  it  was  too  near  to  Jikn  in  relationfhip,  (his 
brother).  The  conduft  of  that  gentleman  would,  however, 
Kpeak  for  Hfelf.  The  petition  Was  flgned  by  eight  thpufani 
-perfons,  and  upwards. 

'  GfH.  Mackod  begged  leave  to  fay  thatfrom  motives  of  delica- 
cy hehad  no  thought  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  fornfe 
circumftances,  which  die  learned  gentleman  thought  prop^ 
to  repeat.  A  learned  gentleman  in  the  city  of  kdinburgH, 
iiAing  up  to  thofe  principles  which  he  had  ever  profeffed,  (the 
Hon.  Henry  Erflcrne^had  in  taking  a  zealous  part  in  promoting 
the  petition,  cKperienced  what  his  public  and  his  privatx: 
«chara6ler  ought  to  have  fecured  him  from.  That  leafrned 
geniieman  had  been,  and  was  at  prefent,  bis  a(Fe£Konate 
'friend.  His  private  life  Was  the  moft  amiable  ^  his  witthe 
^happieft,  and  the  moft  inofFenfive ;  and  his  convivial  talents 
iuch  as  to  engage  the  efteem  of  all  tliat  had  the  happinefs  df 
his  acquaintance :  in  (bort,  his  talents  were  fo  brilliant  arid 
•fowdl  acknowledged,  that  the  only  difpute  amongft  theTite- 
rari  of  that  country  was,  whether,  if  put  hi  a  balance  with 
•ki^rother,  bi:»  talents  ot  ihcfe  of  his  iearncd  friend  vvho  haid 
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juft  (at  do,wn  would  turn  the  fca/e.  Yet  this  .gentleman, 
with  all  the  acknoivled^ed' qualities  he  had  juftdefcribed/^y^s 
^treated  in  a  nianiier  little  to  be  cxpefted.;  and  from  whorn 

'  did  he  receive  this  treatmen: ;— from  one  of  the  moft  learned 
and  enlightened  bodies  in  Scotland  j  a  body  that  wa«  alwi\ys 
confidereJ  ,as  fuch; — the  faculty  of  advocates.  iTbat  boijy 
had  chofcn  his  honourable  friend  their  Dean,  a  fitu.^tlbn  rfier^- 
ly  honorary:  he  had 'filled  that  fuuatifJn  with  increafiogluftrc 
for  ten   years:— yet  they  wiflied  to  get  rid  of  him,  becaujc. 

,  he  came  forward  to, promoter  petiti9u  in  the  tnoft  Icga)  wly 
againft  the  enactment  of  a  law,  wiiic'h  he  coniidered  to  8e 
inco(i>patlble  with  the  Kberties  of  the.  country ^  aud  the  princi- 
ples of  the  conftitution,     tic  lamenCcd'  that  fo   learned  aiid 

•  able^abody  flipuld  have  departed  fro.n   their  original  rcPjlu- 
tions,  as  to  fuffef  political  opinions  to  interfere  in  their  pro- 
ceedings, but  to'dfftinguyh  men  by  their  talents  and^cn^^l. 
eftecm.     Their  ktter  on  that  occafioh  did  them    no  grt;it 
credit,  either  as  to  ftyle  or  liberality.     He  was  glaci,  'hovv- 

'  ever,  that  they  pubfi(h^'dit,''as  ifpolTible,  it  placed  his  hbn. 
friend  in  a  more  exalted  poiiit'o'f  yiew  than  ^evcr.    One  tiling, 

'  which  gave  him, no  imalf  degree  of  uneafinefs,  was,  th?t  the 
judges  were  chofen  ouX  of  this  body  of  advocates,  ^Notwitb- 
ftanoins;  their  feniiments,  he  hoped  that  none  would  be  found 

[  to  tread  in  the  fteps.of  a  certain  judge  in  that  country',  who 
faid,  that  a  man  found  gi^'hy  of  a  mifdemeanourjbu^ht  to  luftj^r 
to  the  fentence  ,of— /w/<fr  ..^^/V{  fer-as  'projiaatur.'^m  other 
words,  to  be  thrown  among  vtild  beafts.,  CJ'eoflemefi  .talked 
of  the  arts  which  had  been  employed  to  gain  fignatures  p 
petitions  in  favour  of  the  bifls,  whilft,*  at  the  fame  time,j  thofc 

•  who  chajfge4  then;!  with  ihefe  arts,  pajTed  .  ov^r  the  n^eaps 
ufed  togainprofelytes  to  petitions  on  tlieir.ovvn  fide,  and  ^ 

'fwell  thelrft  offighatur<rsj"^it  was-a  faft  well  kijovvri,  th^t 
the  coimtcr-:petiuon  to  his  "honourablc/ricnd's  (Mr.  ferflcinf) 
wasplaccd  in  every  way  to  engage  fignatures^  nay,  fchopl 
boys  wei-e  invued  to  write  their  names, .to  it,  at^hc  e^penfe 

•  of  a  glafs  of  wine,  a<:h<ecrin|r  clap  bp.  the  Back^  and  a  go^d 
boy  ihtp  the  bargain. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  l^^ted,  that  in  1702^  incendiary 
hand-bills  were  circulated  *at  '^a  late  hourt  when  the  police 
wifely  ordered  the  watch  to  apprehend  every  perfon  detec^^d 
in  thec5rculation  of  bills  after,  a  certain  time  of  day;  an<l, 
under  this  order,  the  bilU (ticker  was  committed.  With  re- 
gard to  thd  pj-a^iccs  of  encouraging  fchool- boys  to  fig^  tbc 
counter-petition,  the  fafil  could  be  cafily  afcertained,  for  there 
was  not  a  name  fubfcribeS  without  a  defigBation.     He   mcn- 

Vox;.  II.  1795.  3  F  tionod 
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tioned  a  cafe,  to  (hew  that  names  bad  been  unduly  applied  to 
this  petitiom  A  young  Turgeon  in  Edinburgh  informed 
Dr.  Munro,  the  prwcflbr  of  anatomy,  and  a  very  worthy 
man)  that  he  had  feen  his  name  affixed  to  the  circus  petition, 
whereupon  Dr.  Munro  made  an  affidavit  to  the  contrary. 
The  motive  for  putting  Dr»  Munro's  name  to  the  petition, 
Mr.  Dundas  a(cribed  to  the  influence  it  would  have  upon 
many  people,  as  he  was  one  of  the  moft  popular  profeilbrs  in 
the  univeriity,  and  his  ledures  were  generally  attended  by 
four  or  five  hundred  perfons  from  every  part  of  Europe.  He 
read  the  affidavit  of  Do£lor  Monro,  [Mr.  Fpx  remarked 
diat  the  affidavit  did  not  fay  that  the  Dodor  had  htmfelf  icen 
his  name  fubfcribed  to  the  petition  in  queftion.]  Mr.  Dundas 
explained,  by  dating  that  there  could  not  well  be  any  mif- 
take,  fince  the  name  of  Alexander  Munro,  M.  D.  was  the 
only  name  which  had  a  defignation.  He  appealed  to  c^ 
Houfe  whether  they  had  ever  heard  a  difrefpedful  word  from 
him,  relative  to  the  honourable  Henry  Erlkine  ?  DiiFering  as 
they  did  in  political  opinions,  no  man  was  more  willing  to 
acknowledge'  bi$  powerful  wit,  his  pleafing  talents,  and  his 
ftri6i  integrfty ;  by  taking  an  a<5iive  part  at  the  meeting, 
where  he  exerted  his  eloquence,  he  might  poffibly  not  aid: 
confidently  with  the  opinions  of  the  faculty  of  advocater; 
and  if  fo,  they  furely  were  at  liberty  to  decide  as  thev  pleafed* 
Mr/Dundas,  in  early  life,  been  plkced  at  the  head  of  that 
faculty,  for  which  honour  it  was  not  only  entitled  to  his 
general  refpeS,  but  gratitude  i  and  above  all  other  qualities, 
he  contended  that*  the  faculty  of  advocates  was  remarkable 
for  independence.  In  anfwer  to  the  remark,  that  the 
future  judges  were  *  to  be  chofen  from  his  faculty, 
and '  that  their  opinions  were  therefore  to  be  feared, 
he  affirmed  that  no  judge  could  give  his  opinion  con- 
trary to  the  law  and  the  verdiS,  and  When  the  Lord  Juftice 
Clerk  ufed  the  words,  *^  that  a  mao  guilty  of  feditionfhould  be 
thrown  among  wild  beafts,"  he  did  not  give  it  as  his  opinion 
that  liich  (bould  be  ^  punifhment  for  the  crime  in  Scotland, 
but  he  quoted  that  a&  the  fentence  of  the  Roman  law.  Mr. 
Dundas  concluded,  by  aflcing  whethei"  that  way  of  talking 
of  a  eraVeand  reverend  charader  was  polite  or  decent  i 

A^,  Erjkine  faid,  it  was  a  fuppofition  that  Dr.  Munro's 
name  was  fubfcribed  to  the  petition  that  he  had,  which, 
though  it  had  not  the  weight  of  his  name,  had  7  or  800 
names  of  *  great  refpedability.  He  was  forry,  howevef, 
that  another  celebrated  Do&or  of  the  fame  name  was  not 
.at  this  time  living  in  England,  to  cure  the  minifiers  of  their 

madnefs. 
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inadnefs^  in  paffing  thefe  Bills  inio  a  law.     The  petition  wa$ 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Erflcine  then  prefentcd  petitions  from  Utindee,  and' 
Eafl-  Monkton,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  aeatnft  the  Bills9 
and  Mr.  Dundas  one  from  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce 
one  from  the  county  of  York,  in  their  fupporr. 

DISTILLERIES. 

Cohfifl  Stanley  prefented  a  petition  from  a  town  in  Lanca* 
Aire,  praying  that  the  diftillation  of  fpirits  from  Britifh  mo- 
lafles  might  be  prohibited. 

Mr.  Hujfey  moved  that  the  Bill  ihould  be  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defired  the  third  reading 
might  be  poftponed  till  Monday,  to  give  time  for  inquiry  ro» 
fpefling  a  matter  that  had  been  fuggefted, 

L^rd  Sheffield  faid,  that  the  prohibition  of  the  dtftiUery  of 
molaiTes  (hould  be  limited  to  thof;  made  in  Great  Britain,  not 
a.fifth  part  of  which  was  confumed  as  food.  It  was  perCe^Sly 
eafy  to  diftinguilh  between  them  and  the  Weft  India  molafTeS) 
the  latter  was  drained  from  the  Mufcavado  fugar^  the  former 
from  the  refined  fugar,  but  if  it  (hould  be  found  difficulty  the 
Weft  India  molafles  might  be  followed  by  a  permit,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  fpirits,  30,000  puncheons  of  molafles  might  eafily  be 
had  in  the  return  tranfports  from  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
would  yield  upwards  of  three  millions  of  gallons  of  fpirits, 
and  produce  an  excife  duty  of  upward^  of  800,000  /,  We 
might  thus  fave  our  di(Hlieries,  our  revenue,  and  a  large  fum 
ilWiich  would  otherwifc  be  paid  to  foreigners  for  Ipirits. 

Mr.  Huffeyj  General  Tarleteny  and  Colonel  Stanley^  con- 
tended, that  the  diftillation-lhould  be  prohibited  from  all 
molafles ;  aud  General  Tarleton  and  Alderman  Newnham  de- 
clared, that  no  Weft  India  molafles  w^re  ever  imported  into 
this  ifland. 

Lord  Sheffield  anfwered,  that  he  was  very  forry  the  gentle- 
men  had  not  informed  themielves  better,  that  a  Quantity  not 
ihconiiderabie  was  imported,  however  it  never  was  uled  as 
the  food  of  man,  being  actd  and  of  a  very  diflferent  nature 
from  Brittlh  moIaiTcs,  or  as  we  call  them  treacle,  that  a  large 
quantity  would  be  imported  as  foon  as  the  diftillation  of  other 
articles  was  prshibited ;  and  he  obferved,  that  the  petitions 
which  the  gentlemen  referred  to,  only  prayed  that  the  difttU 
lery  frdm  Britifii  and  not  Weft  India  molafles  fliould  be 
prevented,  * 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  prohibition  ihoiild  only  extend 
to  Brttifti  molafles,  and  that  the  BiU  ftiould  be  forwarded  as 
quick  as  poffible. 

3F2  Thi 
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f  ^sCbaiUiUcr  (aid  that  there  was  a  fpecies  of  molafles^  worfe 
than  that  ufed  for  food,  he  therefore  thought  it  would  \je  in.  < 
clKf^dieot  tomakcche  prohibition  general. 

,  Mr.  Rcfe  fuggefted,  that  it  would  be  nearly  impoflible  fcr 
aft  cxciie  o/Hcer  to  didinguiih  wii.ther  the  fnolafles  u£ng 
for  the  purpole  of  diAillation  were  foreio;Q  or  Britilh. 

TREASON  BILU 

.  71*  CbatutUor  ef  t^)^  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  fhc 
day'  for  ^  third  reaJing  p[  the  Bill  for  the  fafety  and  preter-* 
vation  of  his  Majcfty's  pcrfon  and  t^ovemmenl, 

*  Mr,  .HarrijM  opoofed  the  third  r.'*ading  on  two  grounds: 
firft,  whether  the  aa  of  £dward  JII.  was  fufficiently'ftrong 
/  ty  prevent  :€bt  aecci&ty  of  any  new  law  for  the  fafetv  ct^  his 
Mjjdly's  perion  ?  Secondly,  whether  the  laws  exiftirrg  were 
fufficient  to  provide  againft  and  punifh  any  language  or  pub- 
licatiws  that  went  to  the  lubverfion  of  the  government?    He 
argued  that  the  prcfent  (hould  rather  be  a  declaratory  atSI^. 
flating.  that,  doubts  had  ari/en  concerning  the  conftrudion  of 
tbe  High  Trcafon  Statute  of  Edward  III.  than  a  new  per- 
manent A£^.     In  his  own  mind  he   declared  he  was  fully 
pcrfii^ded  that  they  were  iufficient^    The  prefenr  Bill  was  a 
fatire  on  the  crown^  and  a  libel  on  the-  loyalty  of  the  people 
of  England:  bccaufe  it  plaf;ed  his  NLycily  in  an  unfavourable, 
potDC  of  view ;  in  a^  much  as  it  ftated,  that  it  was  neceflary 
tprifialee  additional  laws  to  fecure  the  life  of  an  amiahle  &- 
vereign.^hich  w^re  not  thought  neccflary  to  be  made  in  the. 
worft  of  times,  when  fovereigns  of  a  very  diflfcrent  chara£kr 
fwayed  U)c  fceptro  of  this  country  \  and,  in  order  if  poiliUe  to 
pbce  tbid  in  a  ftill  more  confpicuous  point  of  view,  it  was  li- 
mited to  the  life  of  the  fovereign.     1  he  Sovereign  of  a  free 
people  ought  moft  undoubtedly  to  live  in  the  af^£Uoos  of  his 
^objfi6)|s^  and  Mr.  Hacrifqn  faid  he  was  perfuaded  th;it  his  Ma- 
jefty  did  fo  five.     The  law  therefore  was  calculated  to  fecuxe 
naintiVers  in  theii;  plaees,  and  to  fmother  that  popular  odium 
vhich  they  were  well  ^ware  muit  attach  to  their  chara^^ers 
in  eonfequence  of  the  ruinous  and  calamitous  war  in  which 
they  had  wantonly   involved  this  country.      If  ^ntlemen 
would  only  rcfle£t  on  the  prof;  crous  fituation  of  this  country 
at  the  coBomenccmept.of  hoftiii  ies,  and  compare  it  with  the 
jKeient,  h^w  muft  th^ir  feelings  be  affeded!  If  we  had  con* 
tinned  in  peace,  wealth  would  have  flowed  in  from  every 
tarter  i    fo  th^t  by  this  time,  with  even  a  fmall  (hare  of 
ccconomy^  the  national  debt  would  have  been  confiderably 
Icducedt     The  burdeqs  of  the  people  would  alfo  have  been 
lightened  in  proportion  atid  inftead  o^  a  repetition  of  griev^ 
ancc5,  we  (hould  hear  only  the  voice  of  congratulation  jnd 

cheerfuliiefs 
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cliccrfulnefc.  Only  let  gcntlcincn  look  at  the  rcverfe  of  f!hi% 
conduct  ?  The  national  debt  was  iocreaied,  the  burdens  of 
the  fubjed  were  daily  accumulating !  Under  all  thefe  circum* 
ftanccs  what  was  (he  conduil  of  his  Majefty*s  minifters  ?* 
Inilead  of  conciliating  the  affcflions  of  the  fubjedts^  thcjr 
were  adding  place  to  place,  penfion  to  penfion,  grievance  to 
grievance,  and  inftcad  of  redrefs,  oiFering  inlnb.  The  H6^ 
nourable  gentleman  alio  reprobated  the  condudl  of  his  Ma« 
jcfty's  minifters  with  refpc<ft  to  the  time  which  they  had 
chofen  to  bring  down  his  Majeily's  roofi:  gracious  commu- 
nication to  that  houfe^  with  refpe6l  to  the  pleafing^profped  of 
peace.  Kad  they  brought  it  down  h^fpre  the  terms  of  the 
loan  were  clofed,  it  would  have  faved  upwards  of  two  mil- 
lions to  the  public.  Thefe  were  rea!  trrievances^  and  in 
order  to  fmpther  them»  thofe  obnoxious  bills  were  brought 
into  the  houfe.  Thofe  grievances  might  however  be  Another- 
1^,  but  it  would  be  impoiSble  to  extinguifli  them:  thejr 
would  break  out  into,  a  flame,  perhaps,  when  leaft  expe^d^ 

He  next  examined  how  far  the  laws  were  fuflicient  to  re- 
ffrain  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  and  hoped  that  an  ho- 
nourable baronet  '(Sir  WilUam  Pulteney)  wouhd  allow  the 
danger  of  this  Bill,  iince  it  tended  to  deprive  the  prople  of  the 
liberu  of  the  prefs,  the  abufes  of  which  had  already  been 
punimed  by  the  eXifting  laws  with  great  fcverity.  As  for 
trifling  abufes,  no  privilege  he  remarked  could  be  6xpedtcd  to 
exift  without  them.  He  faid  he  tck>ked  with  horror  to  the 
confequences.  of  the  paffing  of  this  Bill.  A  private  letter 
dropped  out  of  the  pocket,  the  malice  of  a  fcrvant,  the  re- 
petition of  a  converfetion  at  table,  with  a  thouiknd  ottier  cir- 
cumftances,  frivolous  and  innocent  in  their  natures,  *m]^ht 
be  magnified  to  dangerous  portents.  No  man  would  be  fafe 
for  a  moment  ^  if  a  Bacon  or  a  Locke  were  living,  they  would 
incur  the  penalties,  and  be  doomed  to  live  in  exile  among  a 
defparate  band  ol  outcafts.  Let  gentlemen  confult  the  hiftory 
and  annaU  of  the  world,  and  they  would  fee  the  impolicy  oiF 
fuch  rigorous  rcftridions  on  freedom.  In  govi  rnments  which 
had  rccourfc  to  fuch  oppteiliye  meafures,  the  moft  vijolent 
convulfions  had  happened,  attended  with  circumftances  too 
(hocking  to  repeat^  and  by  the  addition  of  fuch  new  con- 
ftruflioiis  of  treafon,  the  fame  violences  mi^ht  be  provoked* 
Mr.  Harrifon  concluded  by  voting  againft  the  third  re^idins:. 

yf/dfrman  Newnham  faid,  that  after  all  th*-  diftuflSon  which 
had  taken  place  on  the  former  mghfs,  he  would  merely  de- 
tain the  houfe  with  a  few  words.  Left  ht  fhuuld'  be  con- 
demned for  want  of  firmnefs,  he  would  not  give  a  filent 
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fapport  to  the  bill.  He  dfclaVed  he  had  always  thought' 
there  was  great  danger  from  the  exiftence  of  kdliion 
and  treafon—hc  always  thought  that  this  fedttion  and  tresrfoa 
were  increafed  and  circulated  in  the  fpecchcs  and  libels  of  the 
focicties.  He  fupported  ad minift ration  in  the  war ;  and  be 
did  fo,  becaufe,  in  his  honour  and  confcience^  he  brlicvcd 
tlie  war  necclTary,  and  unavoidable.  The  bell  rcafpn  for 
fupporting  the  bill  before  the  houfe  was,  the  late  bafe  outrage 
and  facrilegious  attempt  on  his  Majclly^  Was  not  fuch  a 
meafurc  ncceflary,  when  a  King,  the  moft  diftinguiflied  for' 
amiable  and  mild  virtues,  was  attacked  ?*— a  King,  who,  he 
would  fay  with  the  Poet— 


-Hath  borne  hit  ftcuUies  fo  mctk. 


Hath  been  To  clear  in  his  great  ofBcc, 

That  his  virtues  will  plead  like  Angels  trumpet- tongu*4 

Agatnft  the  deep  damnation  ox  hib  taking  od." 

AH  the  publications  of  the  focieties  he  contended  went  to 
io  away  the  monarchy,  and  both  houf.s  of  parliament  3  if 
annual  parJiaments  and  univerfal  fufFrage  took  place,  the 
deftrudion  of  the  three  branches  of  the  conftitution  would 
foon  follow.  I'hey  might  as  well  f^y  they  would  turn  out  ail 
the  members  of  that  h.  ufi-.  Such  was  his  public  opinion ; 
and  he  had  long  entertained  it  in  private.  In  his  honour  and 
confcience,  he  believed  (o:ne  ftrong  meafurc  neceilary  to  ftcm 
the  torrent  of  licentioufnt* fs  and  anarchy  ;  and  he  was  as  free 
to  fay  as  to  think,  that  tlie  prcfetit  meafure  was  not  ftronger 
than  ncceflary*  The  laws  rcfpefling  treafon  were  neither 
clear  nor  defined  3  and  the  bill  went  to  define  and  explain  them.' 
Thus,  proiciStion  would  be  given  to  the  fovereign ;  and  this 
gentlemen  ought  to  give  with  hand  and  heart.  The  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Harrifon)  was  (hocked  at  the  diftreffes  of  the 
poor,  as  if  occafioned  merely  by  the  war.  That  fome  of 
thofe  diflreflcs  might  be  owing  to  the  war,  was  indifputable  j 
but  that  mofl  of  them  were  tne  efFeds  of  other  unforefeen  and 
unavoidable  caufes,  could  not  be  denied.  The  honourable 
gentleman  laid  the  whole  blame  of  this  on  governracnt.  The 
government  had  done  every  thing  poffible  for  the  'melioration 
of  things :  befides,  never  were  fuch  great  contributions  to  alle« 
viate  the  diftrefles  of  the  lower  ranks.  He  condemned  this 
mode  of  declaration,  becaufe  it  irritated  the  lower  clafies  of 
people,  who,  fiom  their  habits  and  neceflary  avocations  of 
life,  wc  re  not  enlightened  enough  to  examine  into  all  the  caufes 
of  their  Qwn  complaints ;  and  who  were  as  likely  to  break 
out  upon  the  iuAigations  of  artful  men,  into  adb  of  outrage 
agaihit  his  Majefty,  as  any  other  perfon.     The  bill  went  to 

fecure 
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fecure  the  laws,  liberty,  religion  and  property  cf  the  country 
from  violation,  and  he  was  determined  to  give  it  his  warme(t 
fupport. 

Sir  fVlUiam  Pulteney  rofe  to  fay  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  froin  Mr.  Harrifon,  rcfpecliug  the  fupport  he 
£ave  the  other  bill.     Hefaid,  he  then  had  n:>aiinained,  that  no 
evil  could  arife  from  the  pafling  of  the  bill,  while  the  liberty  of 
the  prels  exiile'l.     He  was  free  to  fay  the  fame  of  the  preknt. 
'What  di'i  the  bill  do?   It  merely  puniflied  theiaine  offences, 
,  differently  :  thii  was  before  puniihable,  in  the  fecond  inllance 
*was   by  the  bill  rendered   in   a  greater   degree   punifliable. 
Was  this  changing  crimes  or  puniihmcnts,  otherwife  than  by 
attaching  the  latter  more  immediately  and  more  effeif^ualjy  to 
innovators  and  reformers,  who  wiflied  to  overturn  the  confti- 
tution  and  government  ?  He  thought  the  lawc-  of  t:..  country 
would  not  be  in  the  lead  altered,  but  that  the  lavvi.  in  force 
would  be  better  defined,  and  hence  belter  cii:^>rccJ.     The 
honourable  gentleman  Sir  William  ohferved,  \\.\i  latnented 
that  perfons  would  be  endangered  by  fuch  a  law — that  falfe 
witnefles  might  put  their  livci.  and  characters  in  peril.   V/as  not 
that  the  cafe  with  the  laws  in  being  ?  People  often  fufFcred  by 
falfe  witneiTes.     Such  arguments  applied  ei^ually  in  cafes  of 
murder.     Were  not  thefe,  liiceall  other  laws,  to  be  left  to  the 
decifion  of  juries?    There  was  nothing  new  introduced  by 
the  bill,  that  was  not  in  force  for  three  hundred  years,  except 
one  material  provifion'.     The  bill  merely  defined*  the  law  of 
Edward  III.  atid  all  that  could  be  called  new,  was  making  a 
confpiracy  to  levy  war,  trcafon.     This  regulation  wis  neccf- 
fary  in  the  prcfent  day,  to  reftrain  the  fedition  afloat  in  the 
country.     No  one,  he  was  fure,  would  argue  that  an  attempt 
to  defiroy  the  parliament  would  not  have  as  great  a  tendency 
to  overthrow  the  conftitution'  as  a  confpiracy  to  take  the  life 
of  the  King^ 

General  ^arleton  oppofed  the  third  reading.  He  remarked, 
that  when  the  laws  had  hitherto  been  found  fufficient  for  the 
haj>pincf:>,  profpcrity,  and  freedom  of  the  people,  it  was 
their  duty  to  enquire  what  were  the  grounds  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  thefe  bills.  The  rcafons,  in  his  mind,  which  induced 
minifters  to  bring  in  theprefent  bill,  and  the  one  which  lately 
paifed  that  houfe,  were  the  acquittals  at  the  Old '  Bailey  and 
the  prefent  ruinous  war.  If  the  cafe  of  the  perfons  charged 
at  the  Old  BaUey  had  been  fuch  as  to  have  come  under  the 
\irealon  laws  of  Edward  the  third,  it  would  have  laved  a 
learned  and  ingenious  gentleman  (the  Attorney  General)  a 
ainehour^'  fpeech.  If  the  prefent  laws  had  then  beenpaiTed,  it 

v;ould 
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would  not  have  cod  him  all  that  flow  of  eloquence,  Qr  length 
of  time»  ffe  traced  the  conduA  of  the  mihifter  in  a  variety 
of  inftances,  obfervable  in  the  pi^grefs  and-encouragiement  of 

the  war.  The  prefent  Bill,  he  (aid,  would  prevent  the  peo- 
ple from  canvaffing  the  condudl  of  the  minifter  with  refpeft 
to  the  war,  and  other  dooiellic  circumftances  of  a  ^i&rt&tiig 
nature,  i'he  fecurity  of  the  monarch,  the  .general  faid,  lay 
in  the  heart  of  his  fubje<!ts ;  and  no  monarch  was  over  deeper 
rooted  in  the  afibfiions  of  his  people  than  the  Prince  who 
filled  the  throne  at  prefent :  a  Aifficient  evidence  of  this  ap« 
peared  when  his  Majefly  went  to  St.  Paul's,  (hortly  after  bis 
recovery.     The  country  having  flouriOied  thefe  three  hundred 

•years,  it  became  a  matter  of  inquiry  why  thefe  new  laws 

'IhouM  be  introduced  ?     A  worthy  alderman  had  faid  tbM  the 

'icarcity  of  bread,  and  b^gh  price  of  provifions,  were  not 
owing- to  the  war.     To  wifiat  clfe  then^ould  thcylie  owing, 

-when  bread  was  double  the  price. that  it  had  been  at  when  this 
difaftrous  warcorhmenced?  Soap  had  increafed,  candles  had 
increafed  in  price,  and,  in  (hort,  all  the  neceflaries  of  life  had 
increafed  enonnoufly.  One  of  the  principal  reafons  of  the 
atrack  onhis  Majefty  was  the  war  moft  unooubtedly.  The  Ibird 
chief  juftrce-had  faid,  that  thofe  men  who  had  thus  aflbciated, 
were  not  powerful  in  numbers,  nor  was  their  exchequer  very 
rich,  as  it  contained  no  more  than  forty  .pounds  at  moil;  yjet 
the  war  and  thefe  trials  bad  afforded  minifters  pretexts  for 
thefe  importunate  meafures.    We  had,  he  contended,  attacked 

■'France  wantonly  and  unprovokedly,  bccaufe  we  did  ndt  chgje 
that  twenty-five  millions  of  people  IhouU  fettle  their  internal 

•'government  without  our  interference.  To  the  attacks  alooe 
of  foreign  p6wers  on   them,  were  owiog  all  the   cruelties 

^had  been  prafHced  by  Danton,  Marat,  and  RobeXpierre.  Tbe 
gener&hhaving  expatiated  on  a  variety  of  topics  and  difcufled 
them  at  cooiiderable  length,  from  the  French*  revolution  to  die 

•  prefem  period,  -quoted  from  an  author  of  .focnc.  authority^ 
**  That  the  end  of  a  pilot  is  a  profperous  voyage  j  the  end  of 
a  general  is  victory ;  the  health  of  his  patient  is  tfte  end  of.  a 
phyfician  ;  and  the  end  of  a  (latefman  to  promote  the  ii^ppi- 
ntis,  profperity,  and  freedom  of  his  country.'* 

Mr.  H^fftern  declared  he  felt  horror  and  iiKlrgpatlon  Agaloft 

'  the  Bill,  and  was  fully  latisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  obfenr^ 
ticmof  a  noble  lord»  that  the  extehfion  of  the  penal  laws 
aiForded  the  leaft  protection  to  the  fovereign,  government^ 

-andfubjeft.  The  nearer  a  King  approached  to  defpotifm, 
tbe  more  was  his  perfonal  danger  increafed.  He  hop^» 
however>  that  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  woufd  be  other wiie*    The 

BUI 
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B1IU  be  tras  convinced,  was  fubverfiv^  of  rhe  fundaAnenta' 
^principles  of  t^  Gmftitutron,  and  dierefore  he  ihould  not  be 
'  foifj  to  fee  die  (bvereign  give  his  negative  to  ir.  Ir  had  ever 
been  his  opinion,  Mr.  Wcftcrn  faid,  that  thefovereign'^  beft 
fecurity  was  in  the  aiFedJions  of  his  fijl^wfts,  he  wondered 
how  that  fecurity  could  hft,  when,  xn  adAtion  to  their  hard 
Burdens  and  diftreffes-,  thcr  were  deprived  of  every  privilege 
.fey  blk  ftatcments,  or  miKakcn  policy.  The  BHl  would  put 
an  end  to  mutual  confidence  and  generat  freedom)  while  ic 
-  wouW  render  the  crime  of  high  trcafon  vague  and  indefinite, 
•  and  the  pcrfon  of  his  Majefty  unfiife.  As  a  ftronger  argument 
in  fupport  of  this  oWervation  than  any  of  his  own,  he  would 
read  an  extradl  from  a  writer  of  gjeat  weight  and  authoritvv 
he  meant  Dean  Swift,  who  in  his  political  cr^d,  forcibly 
argties  againft  the  fufpcrjfion  of  any  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  points  out  the  cbtifequcnces  to  which  fuch  fufpcnftonr 
muft  lead,  and  the  encouragement  which  it  gives  t6  fpics  and" 
informers  *•  the  moft  accurfed  race  diar  God  ever  fuftered  to 
cxift.'*  Thij  applied  to  theprfitrcs  of  rhe  prefcnt  day;  No 
hvrs,  he  faid,  ought  to  be  introduced,  on  which  depended  the 
life  of  the  moft  infigmficam;  ful-geft.  It  was  remarked  by 
hoch  Montefcimeu  and*  Blackftone,  that  any  laws  that  went 
to  rcftrain  the  liberty  of  the  fubjcft,*  were  dangerous.  Under 
aH  tfaefe  confiderations,  he  would  vote  againfF  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  which  tended  to  breakdown  every  barrier  of 
the  Conftitution^  that  had  been  creded  fince  the  relgiVof  Kd- 
ward  III.- 

•  Mr.  Hawkins  Brcwne  differed  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  as  to  the  conftruflions  oP  trcafon.'  He  thought  the  Bill' 
would  have  a  contraty  effcdl  from  that  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had'ftated;  it  would  define  clearly  what  was  trea- 
ftm,  and  givea  legislative  fan^on  to  the  fuppreflign  of  it.  "  No 
king  he  was  perfuaded;  ever  had  the  affedions  of  his  people 
M  a  greater  degree  than  his  Majefty ;  and  he  was  equally  cer- 
tain, that  fo  far  from  gaining  afftfilion  by  giving  his  negative 
to  the  BHh,  it  would  contribute  to  bis  unpopularity;  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  quoted  Swift  as  a  perfon  whofe 
political  principles  fanAioned  the' opinion  he' fupported.  He 
Certainly  was  a  very  g^eat  man  and  a  mafterly  writer,  but  he 
was  a  Gtfappointed  man,  and  a  moft  fa(3ious,  fplenetic,  and 
fedttious  perfon.  Mr.  Browne  faid,  he  thought  the^ill*  cal- 
culated to -calm  the  'agitation  of  the  public  mind,  by  {giving 
the  magiftrate  a  power  to  apprehend  people  for  afling  againlt 
Che  laws  of  the  country.  The  mere  cnaftmcjit  of  the  Hills, 
VouU.  X795.-      .        •       3G  • wduld 
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^ould^  he  conceived,  have  luch  aa  effe£t,  that  there  would 
be  little  occafion  for  the  interference  of  the  maglftrate. 

Mr.  Marrh  Robin/on  hoped  the  negative  of  the  fovcrcign 
'  might  be  gained)  and  blamed  the  honourable  gentleman  for  en* 
deavouring  to  degrade  the  character  of  the  author  of  the  Dra- 
pier's  Letters.  He  acknowleded  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  a  worthy  man,  but  obfervcd  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  priv.Tte  worth  in  the  country,  and  very  little  public 
fpirit;  he  fufpedied  the  honourable  gentleman  would  go  as 
far  as  any  man  in  fupport  of  ihe  meafures  of  admiiiiftration;. 
jmd  that,  as  times  went,  was  faying  a  great  deal.  Such  was 
his  opinion  of  the  two  Bills  befoje  parliament,  that,  if  the 
guillotine  had  been  eie£ied  in  this  country,  it  could  not  be 
more  terrific;  i  and  if  the  mi nifter  imagined  that  it  would  pro- 
duce the  cfFe(5l  he  defired,  and  fupprefs  tnc  voxe  of  the  peo- 
ple, he  muft  fay  that  he  knew  very  little  of  the  temper  of 
the  people,  or  the  conftitution  of  the  country.   • 

Mr,  Bcuveric  declared  he  had  been  friendly  to  the  Bill,  be- 
caufc  he  thought  it  at  this  time  necefliiry  ;  but  he  could  not 
fubfcribe  to  the  opinion  of  his  honourable  friend,  that  it  was 
not  aa  cxrcafion  of  the  laws  of  trcafon,  it  certainly  was,  and 
had  been  for  that  vc.y  reafon  intruded,  though  he  was  very 
glad  to  fay  hut  for  a  (hcrt  time. 

*  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  jfter  what  had  fallen  from  tjic  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Hawkins  Browne)  with  rcfped  to  the 
authoi,  from   whofe   writings  the  paflage,   read  by    another 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wcftern)   was   t..ken,  he  could 
not  remain  fjent.     For  that  author,  he  acknowledged,  he  cn- 
tertainco  an  hereditary  relpedt,  as  iheie  never  was  a  man 
who  poficfflcd  a  truer  fpirit  of  liberty  than  he  did  :     a  f..ot  of 
which  his  whole  lift  anc^^  coi id ucb afforded  aa  income    ibic  proof. 
Upun  looking  at  the  paliage,  fiace  read  by  the  honourable 
gcndc. ran  (Mr.  WellcrnJ  it  ft.uck  him  that  there  ncv  r  was 
jone  better  adipt^d  to  the  prefcnt  tiiues.     Dc*;ii  SwiU  had  been 
no  flatterer  of  the  time  i.i  wh.ch  he  lived.     Never  was  there 
a  man  who,  li  his  writini;  and  conuu.  t,  more  ihcvyed  hiinfelf 
the  frirn-i  and  advocate  of  tie  rights  of  man  and  mankind. 
He  was  faiiricd   and   fcxcrc,   but  hisfevmtv   was  aimed  at 
real  abufes;    I«e  Ihewtv!   his  abhorrence  of  the,  very  fyiHin 
whicli  obtauie  1  ut  the  picient  c:ayi  he  meant,  govcriiui^  by  a. 
fyil.  mati  .,)i'nc;i.lc  ot  eorr"pt»<^»i  •   ^^  detailed  abutcs,  fuch  as 
thole  oi  ^iv-J.'  1  loans' for  uV  coavvniencc  ^uot  t^o^^yc  it  a 
harlhcr  t.im)  oig.iitlcmcn  la  the  Houfe  o/^  Coawno.is,  wnich. 
tended  to   n.'kc   a  parliament  governed  by  miaiUerial  influ- 
cnvrc.      He  recolle-lcd,  though  perhap-s    impcrfeajy,  foipc 

line 
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lines  either  of  a  poenr  called  the  Legion  Club  (or  in  a  libel  oa 
the  Rev-  Dr.  Dclancy,  and  his  Excellency  I^rd  John  Car- 
teret) where  Dean  Swift  fuppofes  in  Ireland,  for  no  (iich 
thing  could  happen  here,  that  a  minifter  comes  with  a  budget 
full  of  rewards  for  thofe  who  fupport  him,  which,  though  of 
courfe  not  applicable  now,.mightfhew  what  the  corruption  of 
loans  and  budgets  Were  in  Dean  Swift's  time. 

He  fays,  after  fuppofing  that  a  gentleman  who  pays  hi^ 
court  to  a  minifter,  muft  perform  adions  contrary  to  his  dif- 
pofuion,  like  the^venging  angel  in  Mr.  Addifon's  admired 
fimile, 

«  So  deftroy  a  gnilty  land, 

"  An  Angd  *  fent  by  heaven's  command  | 

«<  Whit  he  obeyi  Almighty  i^I, 

**  Perfaapi  may  feel  compaffion  ftiJl ; 

''  And  with  the  talk  had  been  aflign^d 

•<  To  fpiriti  of  IcA  gentle  kind.** 

Biit  I,  in  politics  grown  old, 
Whofe  thoBghti  are  of  a  different  inoU« 
Who  from  my  foul  fincerely  hate^  ^ 

Both  K  and  miniftera  of  ftate  j 

Who  look  on  courts  with  ftri^r  eycf 
To  fee  the  feeds  of  vice  arife.  ' 

Can  lend  you  an  allufion  fitter. 
Though  fait' ring  kna^et  may  call  it  yttttr  | 
Which)  if  you  durft  but  give  it  place,    . 
Would  (hew  you  manj  a  ftatefman*s  face. 

•  •        •        •        %^     •        # 

So  to  eSket  hii  MonsrckU  eadv*^"'.-"^  ^•?J«r«' 
From  hell  a  victrty  devil  afcenda  t 
Hi  I  huJgif  with  cerrttftions  cram*d. 
The  contribution*  of  the  dsmn^di 
Which  with  unfparing  hand  he  ftfowt 
Through  courtt  aadfnatts  at  he  goca  | 
And  then  at  BeUebub's  Black-bail, 
Complains  his  budget  was  too  fmall.** 

Mr.  Sheridan  fufpe£ted  that  there  had  been  a  (Imilar  ftrew-> 
ing  of  favours  here,  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  op« 
pofite  had  come  in  for  his  ihare,  though  he  certainly  woM^ 
not  prcfume  to  fay 

From  budgets  with  cdrruptidisa  ttimm*^% 
The  cogtiibutiont  of  die  damn*d« 

*  Vide  Addifon*s  Campaies.  a  Poem. 

3Ga  With 
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Witii  fcgf^rd  jtp  tho  iubjoSt  ifiMnedia^iy  before  the  Houfe, 
he  faid  he  djxl  not  mean  ^;  eaier  into  it,  becaufe  it  did  not 
XMied  comipeoc  ^  tbei^e  yme  ftatutcs  .enough  in  exifteftice 
againft  the  crimes  t^e  Bill;  went  to  puoidif  Tbcfirft  claufe 
met  hi^,xJLrajpprobatiQity.»B  tending  t^  cxpmf^s^  new  tr^aibn  ii\ 
the  attempt  of  perlbo^.oyerawiog  parliament.  The  fccoiid 
claufe,  which  went,  to  prev^t  Che  printing  and  puhliAiing, 
&c.  of  jQsdj^ious  mattersi,  he  w^s  ei;)uially  repMgiianr  to*  Ac« 
cording  JtQ  .that  cl^ufe,  if  any.pcrioA  (bovld  be  guilty  of  ^ 
V)ifdciu.eaitor  a  j^ond  time,  ^  was  to^  tranj^rted ;  fo 
that  by  the  claufe,  as  it  ftood,  the  puni(hment  for  the  fccond 
offence  was  more  fevere  th^n  before.  With  refpe£t, however, 
to  the  operations  of  thi^  A^,  he  would  afl^t:t,*that  bad  it  cx> 
ifted  ten  vears  oaclc,  a^  ijadei&d  (gr  that  reafoahe  was  forry  it 
did  not,  tome  of  his  M^jefty's  preCbot  Minifters  would  have 
been  fent  to  Bot^y  B;ayi  as  they  themfclves,  within  that 
period,  had  excited  the  p<:opIe  to  thofe  movements  which 
the  Bill  profeiledly  endeavoured  to  prevent.  Could  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf  forget  the  meetings  of  the 
Thatched  Houfe  tavern,  at  which  he  had  been  prefemt  and 
agitated  the  quedlon  of  parliamentary  reform  in  conjundion 
with  the  Duke  of  Richniond,  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  and  other 
well  known  charafiers,  and  the  agitation  of  the  people  in 
confequence  of  fuch  meeting^  ?  If  be  did  not,  he  muft  fee, 
that  they  had  a  tendency  to  promote  crimes  which  he  now 
wiflied  to  punilh.  According  to  the  prefent  Bill,  (hould  any 
perfoneven  attempt  to  ftate  the  neceifity  of  a  parliamentary 
reformi  it  would  come  under  the  denomination  of  a  crime,  as 
having  a  tendency  to  ovcraive  and  influe&ce  the  parliament ; 
and  for  this  crime,  fo  oditflituted^  the  rigorous  punishment  of 
feven  years  tranfportatiou  wasena^ed,  fliouldit  be  a  fecond 
time  committer?.      ,        >.  .  ..    ^ 

He  would  a(k  the  learned  gen  tlenun  (ihe  Attorney  General) 
whether  Mr.  Reeves  would,  not  have  been  guilty  of  a  firft  of- 
fence, by  the  publication  pf  the  pamphlet  that  had  lately  met 
with  the  animadverfioo  of  ^he  Houf?)  according  to  the  opera-  * 
tion  of  this  A£i?.«  He  W9S  certain  he  would  acknowledge 
that  he  would,  and  then  he  would  (hew  him  n^ainy  others  of 
which  that  gentleman  was  the  author ;  fo  that  had  the  A& 
bad  exiftence,  but  a  fhort  time  before,  Mr.  Reetfes  would  have 
merited  .tranfportatioa;  certainly  no-  produAion  ever  tended 
more  than  his  to  ilir  up  hatred  and  contempt  agarnil  the 
conftitution  of  ,Qreat  £fitai0-tban  Mr.  Reeves's  pamphlet* 
The  claufe  was  artfully  c^eulaled  to  prevent  the  reform  of 
any  of  the  abufes  of  government.     The  outrage  committed 

oa 
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oa  the  per&xi  of  his  Majefty,  which  met  with  equal  difap-' 
probacioo  from  aU,  was,  in  reality,  nothine  but  a  pretext  for 
the  introdudion  of  the  fiills,  which,  if  a£)ed  upon,  he  was  ap« 
prehenfive  wouU  tend  rather  to  convuife  than  to  jiacify  the 
country.  It  was,  therefore,  his  opinion,  that  the  Kiiig  jvoukl 
do  right  to  give  thofe  Bills  his  negative  when  he  came  down 
to  the  Hottfe.  I'he  csccefs  of  hpmage  and  admiration  that 
muft  arife  in  the  breaft  of  a  grateful  people  from  fqch  a  mag- 
nanimous aiS,  would  render  his  Mi^efty's  crown  doubly  fet- 
cure.  Then  he  might  (ay^  '*  Difmils  my  guards,  the  afiec-^ 
tipns  of  my  fubje^ls  are  my  beft  defence/' 

Mr,  Sheridan  had  propofed  an  amendment  in  the  fecond 
claufe,  which  he  fuppofed  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
("Mr.  Dundas)  oppofice  to  him,  as  he  fo  ftrongly  vindicated 
the  loyalty  of  his  conftituents,  would  not  have  anyobje^on  to; 
The  amendment  went  to  take  away  the  difcretionary  power 
of  the  judge  in  Scotland,  in  refpeA  to  the  punifliment  for  fe-* 
dition,  and  to  confine  the  punifliment  to  feven  years,  in  like 
manner  as  the  Bill  provided  for  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  JeMUn/cH  rofe  to  expreis  his  approbation  of  the  Bills 
that  bad  given  rife  to  fo  much  warmth  of  debate,  and  fo  much 
afperity  of  animadverfion.  In  whatever  light  other  genriel' 
men  might  view  them,  he  could  not  but  regard  them  as  wife; 
prudent,  and  falutary  meafures,  and  fuch  as  were  loudly  and 
urgently  called  for  by  the  neceffity  of  the  times.  That  in- 
flammatory and  ieditious  doflrines  were  daily  preached  up  and' 
induftrioufly  difleminated,  every  one  muft  be  convinced,  who 
trufted  to  the  teftimony  of  hj^s  ears  or  eyes ;  and  between 
the  propagators  of  thefe  doSrines  and  the  nefarious  outrage 
offered  to  the  facred  perfon  of  his  Ma}cl>y,  it  was  hard  to  fay 
that  no  connexion  exifted  ;  in  his  judgment  all  the  circum* 
fiances  which  accompanied  that  foul  attempt  went  evidently 
to  prove  that  it  was  previoufly  planned  and  pre-concerted. 

The  evidence  adduced  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  relative 
to  the  outrage  on  the  iirft  day  of  the  fefiion,  (hewed  that  the 
crowd  that  purfued  h\%  Mary's  coach  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  were  obfisrved  to  a£l  in  concert,  and  the  very  iame 
perfons  were  alio  obferycd  to  foUoiv  his  Majcfty  from  the 
Houfe,  and  repeatedly  to  cry  out— Z)^u;«  whh  George  !  N9 
King  I  while  they  threw  not  one,  but  fcveral  ftoncs  at  the  car- 
riage. The  ibutce  of  this  outrageous  and  criminal  behaviour 
he  would  ifot  pretend  to  trace  back  immediately  to  Cope.nhagen 
Houfe,  or  to  clubs  and  debating  fodictics  \  but  he  thought  him-' 
felf  warranted  to  fiV)  that  the  inflitmma^ry  language  held  at 
thefe  m^ccingc^^  was  at  lead  the  remote  caufe  of  the  infuit 

whiob 
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which  every  good  fubjeft  muft  lament  and  execrate  ;  an 
which  no  example  had  been  witnefled  in  this  country  fince 
revolution)  except  by  the  hands  of  .a  lunatic. 

That  the  meafurcs  under  d i feu ffion  were  auftere  in  t? 
aiped^)  and  threatened  to  be  rigorous  in  their  operations, 
would  not  deny  j  but  when  crimes  peculiar  to  the  times  ardi 
both  wifdom  and  policy  fuggefted  the  neceffity  of  eni£li 
ibme  feverer  laws  than  wete  ufually  and  in  otdinary  times 
be  reforted  to.  Sedition,  was  unquef^ionably.  the  reigni 
crime  of  thcfe  days,  as  was  evident  from  the  lords  report ; 
check  fedition  and  the  dodirines  that  provoked  it,  fome  addi 
^onal  puniihthent  ihould  be  held  out  in  terronm*  The  bii 
was  n^^t  however  of  that  very  rigorous  and  rclentlefs  fcveri ' 
which  it  was  mifreprefentcd  to  be ;  it  enabled  no  punifbmcnt 
the  firft  cfFcnce,  nor  v/as  the  offender  liable  to  its  provifions^'J^' 
unlefs  he  be  convicted  by  a  jury  of  the  f»;cond  offencq.  Who-'^'' 
ever  therefore  is  twice  convifted  of  the  fame  crime,  may  juftly  [^. 
be  deemed  and  pronoun,  cd  ^  hardened  offender  in  the  fin  of/ ^ 
fedition,  and  would  defcrvedly  be  delivered  over  to  the  fatcr;f 
which  his'incprrigible  obftinacy  called  for  and  juftified.  "'\^ 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  faw  no  reafon  \Chy  the  provifions  of  the  bill  "  ^^ 
ihould  be  extended  to  Scotland,  as  required  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  fMr.  Sheridan).  To  difcufs  the  nature  of  the 
penal  code.that  exifted  in  that  country,  was  not  at  prefcnt  the  ' 
(ubjed  bcf<)re  the  houfe  j  it  muft  occur  to  every  gentleman,  ^ 
however,  that  the  bill  could  not  be  introduced  into  Scotland, 
without  alterin|r  tjje  whole  principle  of  the  Scotch  law.  With 
regard  to  the  difierence  in  the  magnitude  of  danger  that  ex- 
ifted in  17929  and  at  prefent,  he  agreed  with  his  right  honour* 
able  friend  ^Mr.  Dundas)  ;  it  was  not  to  be  forgotten,  how- 
ever, that  there  had  exiiled  a  fubfequent  period  ftill  more 
dangerous  ;  he  meant  that  which  (ucceeded  th.^*  trials  for  high 
tre^fon.  A  qucltion  thence  arofe,  why  had  not  thefe  fcvere 
BTicafurcs  been  propofed  when  the  danger  feemedfo  imminent? 
Becauie  the  danger  was  abrupt  and  fudden,  and  was  not,  as 
at  prefent,  regularly  and  fyftematically*kept  up  and  increafed. 
More  lenient  meafures  were  then  tried,  but  to  no  purpofe  :  the. 
evil  ftill  exifted,  was  daily  increafing,  and  confequently  muft. 
be  checked  and  extinguiflied  by  feverer  and  more  e(Fe£lual' re- 
medies. Mr.  Jenkinfon,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  more 
than  once  alluded  to  the  evidence  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
touching  the  outrages  committed  on  his  Majefty,  on  the  eighth 
^  CJCtober  laft. 

Mr.  Jckyll  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  en- 
deavour to  cxtr^'iil  from  the  evidence  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
kuccaice  in  fupport  of  the  prefent  vioIeiK  and  almoft  unpre- 
\  cedcAtcd 
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dented  meafure,  had  forced  him  to  offer  fome  animadrerfion 

the  patience  of  the  Hoafe^  though  they  had  already  been 

,  *bly,   copioufly,  and   eloquently   difcuHed,    that  the   chief 

.    rt  incumbent  u]X)n    him  at  that  moment,  was  an  avoid* 

.e  of  tautology.— The  right  honourable  gentleman  ought 

have    been   replied  to  his  honourable  friend  near  him,  his 

ajefty's  Attorney  General,  who  ihould  not  have  remained 

ent,  as  a  conditutional  lawyer,  when    he  heard  fuch  de*^ 

idtioas   attempted   from  fuch  fourccs  of  teftimony,    which 

^ccpt  the  individual  mifcreant,  who  raifed    his   facrileglous 

Ind  againft  the  perfon  of  the  Monarch,  implicated  no  one 

fe,  arid  Tarlefs  anv  body  of  men  in  any  iriJi<9able  offence. 

Ls  to  that  offence  no  man  doubted,  and  (lill  lefs  hofiQ^rabld 

Bid  learned fcrjeant^ Mr.  Adair,)  who  he  lamented  had  leftth^ 

Roufe,  that  it  was  high  treafon,  and   for  the   punifhment  of 

which,  no  fuch  bill  as  the  prcfent  was  neceffary. 

To  flicw  the  feverity  of  the  laws    already  in  in  forct,  he 
would  only  advert  to  a  late  trial,  (that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Win* 
tcrbotham)  at  which  he  had  been  preicnr.     There  the  defen- 
idant  was  charged  with  fcdition,  and  it  wav  even  aqueflionof 
! doubt  with  the  jury  whether    they  (hould    find    him  gnilty. 
He  afked  if  the  cumulative  fentcnce   of  Mr.  Wiinteibothani 
for  the  two  offences, (a  five  years  bitter  imprifonment,}  was  not 
adequate,  without  iuperadding  the  honor  of   tranfportation; 
almoft  too  the  only  folitary  inftance  of  repetition  of  offences 
of  that  fpecies,— the  only  one  he  believed ;  yet  now  a  g -nerat 
law  was  thought  neccii'ary  on  the  fubjedt.     His  fentence  was^ 
for   the.  two ;  feparate  offences,    five  years   imprifonment  in 
Newgate.     He  reprobated   the  ii>creafing  of  the  fanguinary 
catalogue  of  laws,  which  the  judges  had  exercifed  in  his  cafc^ 
in  inflicting  two  years  imprlfdtvment,  would|  now  l>e  done 
away,  as  the  judges  would  be  obliged  to  decide  in  tfic  term^ 
of  the  aft.     He  begged  leave  to  appeal  to  the  experience^  of 
the  Roman  times,  and  the  page  of  their  hiflory,  in   proof  of 
the  comequence  and  effect  of  feveral  laws  ;  he  reminded  the 
Houf(!  of  the  fanguiniry  laws  of  the  Roman  kirgs,  and  ance4 
how  long  the  regal   frrm  of  goveruni^nt   fiibfilied  ?    During^ 
the  period  of  the  republic  the  Porcian  law  repealed  the  penalt)^ 
of  death  'and  the  republic  floiirliheifv-— Under   (he  emperors 
the  bloody  enacEtments  revived,  iind  the  empire  crumbled  into 
duft.    In  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  bartL 
(Sir  W.  Pultency,)  ne  would  fay,  that  even  on    the    hon. 
member's  admiffioh,  this  bill  went  to  multiply  vviihout  ftint 
and  number  that  villainous  horde  of  fpi^js,  informer^,  and  per- 
jured witncffes,  who  had  already  fo  ofcea  endangered  the  life^ 

-     ^  pro^rty, 
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property,  and  reputation  of  innocent  individuals— wbo 
under  a  bill  like  the  prefent,  might  have  fent  Roufleau  during 
a  temporary  refidence  in  this  country,  and  after  a  fecond  edi- 
tion G(h\s.S0£ial  Qntra^i  to  all  themiferies  of  exile  in  the  mM 
jnhofpitable  quarter  of  the  globe.  Who  might  have  driven 
Mr.  Hume  for  the  JJea  of  a  ferftH  crnimnwimalth  to  langutfli 
with  Muir  and  Palmer,  on  the  defert  £bores  of  South  Ame- 
rica, amidft  felons  and  outcafts  of  the  meaneft  clafs  of  iniamy. 

Thus  the  bill  was  levelled  at  the  palladium  of  ail  fireedom 
in  a  free  country,  and  the  liberty  of  opinion  and  thclibercy  of 
the  prefs« 

.  An  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr,  Harrtron,j  had  put  a 
queftion  he  would  repeat  to  every  honourable  and  learned 
member  of  his  own  profeflion  in  that  Houfe,  ^^  Was  there 
any  lawyer  there  that  would  get  up  in  his  place,  and  aver 
that  for  the  various  crimes  of  treafon,  confpiracy  and  fedi* 
tion;  even  if  the  two  latter  could  be  chaiged,  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  f  Mr.  Jenkinfon,}  had  contended  hrom 
the  Lords  report,  that  there  were  not  statutes-  on  the  table  ta 
puni(h  them  ?  Why  then  this  har(h  and  cruel  bill  ? 

According  as  he  did,  with  the  opioion  of  his  honourable 
friend,  (Mr.  Sheridan)  he  was  confident  it  would  increaft 
the  affections  of  his  .Majefty  towards  him  if  he  ihould  come 
down  to  the  Houfe  and  give  his  veto  to  the  bills,  Hismini- 
ilers  had  for  a  feries  of  }'ears  pradliCed  delufions  on  the  peopk, 
^nd  now  they  atjtempted  to  delude  the  Parliament,  and  the 
fovereign  himfelf,  by  making  him  believe  there  were  men 
in  the  country  who  wiihed  to  dethrone  him,  and  fubvcrt  the 
conftitution.  Feeling  it  therefore  his  duty  to  make  thislaft 
effort  againfl  a  bill  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  ib  abomin* 
able,  fcandalous  and  infern^,  and  intended  by  mbifters  as  a 
bulwark  to  fhelter  theai  from  the  juft  indignation  of  the  people^ 
be  depreciated  its  ever  paffing  into  a  law. 

The  Aturnty  Gen»  faid  he  had  heard  of  lansuageTefmbling 
that  of  the  laft  hon.  fpeaker  having  been  ufed  out  of  doors, 
but  he  did  not.expe^  to  have  beard  any  thing  fo  intemperate 
in  that  houfe.  One  of  the  Bills  to  which  the  hooourabk  gen* 
tlcman  had  applied  fuch  extraordinary  epithets  bad  already 
received  the  CknStion  of  Parliament,  and  the  other  was  that 
day  brought  forward  to  be  read  a  third  time.  Thefe  Bills^ 
thus  fandlsoned,  the  honourable  gentleman  had.  thought  pro* 
per  to  call  abominable,  fcandalous  and  infernaL  With  r^peA 
to  the  Bill  then  before  the  houfe,  which  had  been  thus  cha- 
rafieriied,  if  gentlemen  would  examine  it  fairly  ami  impar- 
tially, they  find  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  legiflaiive  expo- 
fition  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.    Nor  could  any  lawyer 
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fay  that  thefe  ads  went  farther  than  that  {latu|e ;  for  by  th^n^ 
the  fjtatuteof  Edwiird  Itl.  was  onlv  ina(ie  more  explicit  .ancJi 
ddinedi  ;ind  this  parliamentary  dectaratipni^tQflicw  what  tbe» 
jaw  is,  was  wife  and  necefrary>  as  the  ii|bje£is  of  the  Jciugdiya 
pught  to  know,  and  pcrfeoly  underftand,  that  the  law.  o^ 
trcafon^  .and  all  the  foiind  and  wholefome  Jaws  of  the  country, 
were  impartially  dealt  out  to  them,  efpccially  thofe  on  whichr 
their  lives  depend.  With  regard  to  tb<j  firft  claufe  of  the  BllJ^ 
no  doubt  arofe  upon  that ;  in  refpcd  to  .the  provilion  whicb^ 

S plied  to  the  overawing  of  parliament,  it  was  fit  to  tell  the, 
Dje^l  whether  bills  were  tobeforoiedpn  certain  circumftances. 
amounting  to  ofFence;  and  it  was  alfo  necciTarythat  judges 
and  juries  ihould  know  the  fame.  It  was  the. duty  of  parlia-, 
ment  to  make  ib  iiiterefting  a  fubje(£l  evident  to  every  capa* 
^ity..  In  hOi  there  was  nothing  new  in  the  Bill,  except  the. 
cjaufe  which  he  had  juft  alluded  to,  the  claufe  refpedled  il\Q 
overawing  of  parliament.  That  part  was  a  meafure  of  legi- 
slative prudence  which  fell  now  to  be  confidered,  and  the 
^oufe  would  determine  whether  it  ought  to  be.  adopted  for  three, 
years,  or  rcj^dled.  Were  gentlemen  not  convinced  of  its. 
neceffity  ?  That  qucftion  be  decided  for  himfelf ;  he  did  not^ 
^etend  to  decide  it  for  any  other.  He.owned  he  was  not  a. 
little  furprifed  to  fee  gentlemen  affeA  to  know  nothing  of  th^. 
focieties  that  had  caufed  .fuch  juft  alaro^s,'  or  of  the  pernicious. 
dofiVines  they  had  propagated  and  taught;  elpecially  after, 
fuch  convincmg  eViJehce*  had  fo  repeatedly  been  given  that 
$ich  was*  the  tendency  of  their  principles. and  proceedings/ 
Could  their  innocence  be  proved,  and  that  the  prefent  mea*, 
fiires  were  not  neceflary,  he  would  be  one  of  the  'firft  to  reilA^ 
ihoSs  very  meafures  wtiich  he  at  prefent  folt  it  his  duty  earnefi.-«^ 
ly  to  recommend  anu  il:eadily  to  fupport.  . ,    . 

Mr.  Attorney  took  a  view  of  the  different  political  fociefiesV 
and  of  the  fouice  from  whence  they  fprung.    France,  amt' 
Frejich  princIpiLS  he  looked  upon  as  their  fruitful  parent.", 
Hence  the  motr.er  focieties ;  hence  the  affiliated  ones  that^ 
(pcead  themfdves  over  the  whole  furfaiqe.of  the  country..  ,Tii*e^ 
engines  they  employed  to  diffufe ihjeir principles,  wercliSels,, 
ieditipus  meetings,  and  indufirioufly  dideminating  an  idea  that, 
their  numbers  were  immenfe ;  at  one  time  they  boafted  that 
tliey  amounted  to  three  hundred  thoufand ;  at  another  they  \x^(i^ 
fiated  themfelves  as  forming  the  majority  of  the  nation. 
^  Their  progrefs  had  fince  been  fomcwhat  checked  by  the  late 
trialj^  for  high  treafpn,  and  the  fufpenCdn  pf  the  Habeas'  Cof^ 
pus  A<ft;  but  fcarcely  were  thefc  reftriints  and  intimidations 
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property,  and  reputation  of  innocent  individiiaIs*^-«bo 
under  a  bill  like  the  pr^fent,  might  have  fent  Roufleau  duii:^ 
a  temporary  refidence  in  this  country,  and  after  a  fecoiul  cdU 
tbn  of  his  S$cialContra&^  to  all  themiferies  of  exile  in  tfaeindft 
inhofpitable  quarter  of  the  globe.  Who  might  have  driveo 
Mr*  Hume  for  the  Idea  of  a  ferftH  commonwealth  to  languifli 
with  Muir  and  Palmer,  on  the  defert  £bore$  of  South  Ame- 
rica, amidft  felons  and  outcafts  of  the  meaneftdafsof  injamy. 

Thus  the  bill  was  levelled  at  the  palladium  of  all  freedom 
in  a  free  country,  and  the  liberty  of  opinion  and  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs. 

.  An  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Harrtfonyj  had  put  a 
queftion  he  would  repeat  to  every  honourable  and  learned 
member  of  his  own  profeiEon  in  that  Houfe,  ^'  Was  there 
any  lawyer  there  that  would  get  up  in  his  place,  and  aver 
that  for  the  various  crimes  of  treafon,  confpiracy  and  fcdi* 
tion;  even  if  the  two  latter  could  be  chaiged,  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  f  Mr.  Jenkinfon,)  had  contended  from 
the  Lords  report,  that  there  were  not  ftatutes-on  the  tsd>le  ta 
punifli  them  ?  Why  then  this har(h  and  cruel  bill? 

According  as  he  did,  with  the  opinion  of  his  homiuraMe 
friend,  (Mr.  Sheridan)  he  was  confident  it  wsould  increaft 
the  affections  of  his  .Majefty  towards  him  if  he  ihouM  come 
down  to  the  Houfe  and  give  his  vrto  to  the  bilk  Hisoiini- 
fiers  had  for  a  feries  of  years  pradiCed  delufions  on  the  people, 
and  now  they  atjtempted  to  delude  the  Parliament,  and  the 
fovereign  himfelf,  by  making  him  believe  there  were  men 
in  the  country  who  wiihed  to  detlu-one  him,  and  itibvcrt  the 
conftitution.  Feeling  it  therefore  his  duty  to  make  this  laft 
effort  againft  a  bill  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  (o  abomin« 
able,  fcandalous  and  infernal,  and  intended  by  mtniftcrs  as  a 
bulwark  to  (belter  theni  from  the  juft  indignation  of  the  people^ 
be  depreciated  its  ever  palling  into  a  law. 

The  Atiormy  Gen,  faid  he  had  heard  of lanffuagerefonbling 
that  of  the  lafl  hon.  fpeaker  having  been  uied  out  of  doors, 
but  he  did  not.expe^  to  have  beard  any  thing  fo  intemperate 
in  that  houfe.  One  of  the  Bills  to  which  the  honourable  gen« 
ilcman  had  applied  fuch  extraordinary  epithets  bad  alr^y 
received  the  (an£lion  of  Parliament,  and  the  other  was  that 
day  brought  forward  to  be  read  a  third  time.  TheSs  Bilis, 
thus  (andlsoned,  the  honourable  gentleman  had.  thought  pro- 
per to  call  abominable,  fcandalous  and  infernaL  With  re^icA 
to  the  Bill  then  before  the  houfe,  which  had  been  thus  eba- 
rafieri&d,  if  gentlemen  would  examine  it  fairly  ami  impar- 
tially, they  find  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  legiHadve  expo* 
fition  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.    Nor  could  any  lawyer 

fay 


:e;i 


Dec.  TO.]     .  WOODFAtL*SPAllUAMENTARVREPOB,TS.  4^31^ 

jjIw  fay  that  thefc  afts  went  ferther  than  that  lUtuje  j  for  by  th^iHi 
the  ftatute  of  Edward  Itl.  was  onlv  macic  more  explicit  ,an(}( 
defined ;  and  this  parliamentary  dcctaratioDn  tp  fljew  what  t^e, 
law  Is,  was  wife  and  necefTary)  as  the  ii^bjeds  of  the  Jcingd/m. 
ought  to  know,  and  pcrfcoly  unclcriland,  that  the  law  o^ 
treafon,  .and  all  the  found  and  wholefome  Jaws  of  the  country, 
were  impartially  dealt  out  to  them,  efpecially  thofe  on  whichr 
thei r  lives  depend.  With  regard  to  the  firft  claufe  of  the  BIJI^ 
po  doubt  arofe  upon  that;  in  refpc£l  to  .the  provilion  whicl^ 
applied  to  the  overawing  of  parliament,  it  was  fit  to  tcH  thc- 
mbjed  whether  bills  were  tobeformedon  certain  circuniftances 
amounting  fo  oiFence ;  and  it  was  alio  necdTary'that  judges 
and  juries  ihould  know  the  fame. .  It  was  the,duty  of  parlia- 
Dient  to  make  fo  mtereftlng  a  fubje£l  evident  to  every  capa-, 
^ity.,  In  fsidL  there  was  nothing  new  in  the  Bill,  except  the 
riaufc  which  he  had  juft  alhided  to,  the  claufe  refpeded  il^e 
overawing  of  parliament.  That  part  was  a  meafure  of  legi«, 
Harive  prudence  which  fell  now  to,  be  confidcred,  and  the 
^oufe  would  determine  whether  it  ought  to  be  adopted  for  three! 
years,  or  rcjeScd.  Were  gentlemen  not  convinced  of  its. 
neceflity  ?  That  queftion  be  decided  for  himfelf ;  he  dici  not^ 
pretend  to  decide  it  for  any  other.  He.owned  he  was  not  a. 
iittlc  furprifed  to  fee  gentlemen  aifFeft  to  know  nothing  of  thc^ 
focieties  that  had  caufed  ,fuch  juft  alaro^s,  or  of  the  pernicious. 
dodVines  they  had  propagated  and  taught;  eljpecially  after, 
fuch  convincmg  evidence*  had  fo  repeatedly  been  given  that 
fiich  was-  the  tendency  of  their  principles. and  proceedings.' 
Could  their  innocence  be  proved,  and  that  the  prefent  mea-^t 
fiires  were  not  neceflary^  he  would  be  one  pf  the  'firft  to  x^Ji[ 
thoie  very  meafurea  which  he  at  prefent  folt  it  his  duty  earneft.-?^ 
ly  to  recommend  anti  fteadily  to  fupport.  .',  .. 

Mr.  Attorney  took  a  view  of  the  different  political  focieties^ 
and  of  the  fourcc  from  whence  they  fprung.  France,  ?ind^ 
Frejich  principles  he  looked  upon  as  their  fruitful  parent.^ 
Hence  the  mou:er  fociepes ;  hence  the  affiliated  ones  that, 
(pread  themfeives  over  the  whole  furfaiqe  of  the  cpuntry.,  .The, 
engines  they  employed  to  dlfFufe  iheir  principles,  were  libels,^ 
feditipus  meetings,  and  induftrioufly  dideminating  an  idea  that, 
their  numbers  were  immenfe ;  at  one  time  they  boafted  that 
tKey  amounted  to  three  hundred  thoufand ;  at  another  they  hj^dj 
flated  themfeives  ks  forming  the  majority  of  the  nation. 
^  Their  progrefs  had  fince  been  fom^what  checked  by  the  late 
trials  for  high  treafon,  and  the  fufpenfibnpf  the  Habeas  Cor ^, 
pus  AA;  but  fcarcely  were  thefc  reftriints  and  inriihidatibns 
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#aftoved,  btit  ihiv  hyd'rratta  anew  tfieTrfitads  with  rfe- 
AoVated  handiftbbd. '  If  hie  , did  not  know  theft  thHigi,  he 
could  not  deftfnd  thir  Blffe  It  was  necdtTanr  at  this  time  w 
^v«  up  *  pattV  rh^  valuable  prtvHtgcs.  of  the  Cohfticutiorti 
tfAt  wc  mt^fithb^lofe^their  fcnjojrmcnt  for  tw,  'Itftid  beeh' 
illrgedthat  «i?^'BiTI  wis  all  a  pretence  tb  intrbduce-r-ntfw  laur 
i%fpc<amg  h^fi^&n}^a^J6^;  for  th6  ptirpofe  bf  prevttiffmr  •  *TI 
mbcHngs  fcr^ffe'dlpiJfBoh'of  thie  JW|^6ftanf  fubjca  e^parfrti 
Aienwrjr  reforitf.  'Did  gcntlertirfri  tnfean  td  fay'  that  .whifch 
T^ifbrmferly  tegal'wJth  refped  to  .ifftat  ohjcft  inrould  nbwle 
iRegdl  ^  Fi*  Wis  cOri/%nt  ho  firph  ^Hfertlon  txtuld  he  tnain-' 
ftlhfed.  fit  lacl  heard  titer  'arid  .over  ^agiin  df  the  crtrtlty  i6f 
the  prbfebutionsi  a,rfd  th^^fcYcrity '  of  the  purtifchicnts  iox  fci- 
difion.  He  tpuia  With,  tdnfirfende  dtdare*  ftat  Iheti  nivei^ 
had  Been  a  cafe  t)f  the' kind,  in  WfiieMre  had  bien  trailed  upon* 
to  -profecutc,  that  he  did  not  ftate/to  tKc'  jury  that  he  wouM 
railfe  hiv^  the  gb^ft  ftripped  fh)t|]  jii^  b^ck  than  aft  thwi  to' 
girfe  a  verdSa  contrary  to  their  tohfciehces;  In  the-  x:zk '  of 
mifi!emfeariof< 'there  Was  no ^ ^Iteratron  of  the  law,  hmH  tfre 
fetorfd  offetice,  and  cyin  thtn  \\rt  mercy  of  the  fbVeftrrgit 
could  be  irtterpofedi  ff  it  4oaU  be  found  that  the  caftr  ertter 
rfiertted  or  retifcrredit/**Thls  Wisaprbpctand'confthtitiond 
<jti^lific«tiohto.thela(i^,  and  no  Fatjottal  ahd  reflttSIHg  inart* 
^uid  deny  fhat  Whatbughtto  tr ah *objeft  of  gendr^  pttfs* 
vtntfon,  oaght  ccrtairily  to  haVe  a  Ipbcific  J)Wiiftiment  l^^ly 
attached  toit."       .    ' 

'  Mh  i%;^  rintiriiy  sigt^d  with  fiishrtibur^H*  and  Icirtitf 
ftietid  (Mr.  Jekyl')  *^  tttinkin^  thit  there  ^re  no  terhls  bt 
ftprobalion  and  t'oMninit)t  too  fcvert'f (ft*  tbt  two  {mportsrit  bilfsf 
^hkrh  niiniftti-s  hid  tfought^rt  thfc  fi/ddcA  into  patliafment.' 
Aftpr  hearing  fevcral  fp^cchc^  bf  ^he  feariifed  gcrttleman  (thi* 
Attorney  General  J  with  all  the  ^tfefttton  Of  whkrh  he  was 
ihrpifik^  ^rid.  after  .examining  minatfeiyth^afflcndtneHts  Which 
the  !Jttl  had  .undcPgorte  in  the  «corhni}ttee,  he  confefleB  ttiat  at 
that'ottHH^nt,  as  iniich  iais  ever  ht  was  di^Jbfixi  to  dbjcft  to 
cveiy  tittle  atrd  daufc  of  it.  He  ]JiH  retained  the  firfne  ob-i 
jefiionr  ag:iiffft  the  claufes  relative  both  tofcdition  and  inifdtf- 
inciihor  that  4ie  had  ever  entertained.  He  was  pt-^iWicedJ 
againft  the  bill  from  its  very  prcimble.  An  outrage  had  btth* 
committed  upon  the  perfdn  of  the  foverfcigil,  ind  a  new  cn- 
aSrpent  ^z$  mJid^,  rtOtfbr^h^  better  ftcurit^'Of  tlife  Mfet)f  the 
King,  for  th^t  \H»at  impofflbf^,  but  tb'Cbnftitatc  an  ifttertiptto 
dVeraWe  the  hblifes  bf  parfiartierit  iYitO  a  fubftantivfc  tteiftin. 
He  wis  told  that  the  prdent  bill  ^'as  nfercly  d'eclaratory ;  ahd- 
he  ^as  t6ld,  at  the  fame  time,;  that  it  was  olttreljr  teihporaty, 
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f^JepjDojijry  declaratory  bill,  heh^id  no.hefitatipn  toproaovncjBf 
an  ablurdity,  and  a  contradiction  in  tei-ms. 

That  the  bill  went  to  create  .np\v  treafons  hacl  beenconff- 
dently  denied ;  he  muft  however  affirm  the  direftcontrai'Y  anjl 
aflert  that  itdidcreaite  pew  treafons,  ir  it  w^s  admitted' tjiat  thcri? 
wasanydiiFerence  between  an  a<S  beinghigh  ^eaf0n,a/id  ana<Jfc 
being  only  evidence  of  high  treafon-  fikt  pr^fcnt  aji  ov^rt  a6t  waS 
^r\  evidei^ce  of  high  trpafon;  but  by  the '  provifiqns  of  Ihis 
bill,  thofe  z£\s  v.'hich  were  before  only  evidence  of  treafqnj 
hecanite  in  themfelves  fubftantivc  treafons.  And  if  ncw.fub- 
ftantive  treafons  were  created,  new  coiiftructions  vvourd^l^ 
inadc  upon  thefe  treafons,  To  that  not  only  all  the  conftruflions 
of  the  prefept  ftar.its  would  be  conftituted  into  'fubftantivc 
trcffons,  but  new  canftrudtions  would  arlfe  upon  thefe  new 
created  treafons^  which  would  perplex  the  ftatute  to  a  degree 
that  wouki  render  it  impollible  to  be  fairly  underftooJ.  He 
had  no  obleclion  to  a  declaratory  bill,  explanatory  of  thp 
ftatute  of  Edward  the  third,  by  which  it  might  be  reduced  (6 
its  plain,  fimple  and  original  ineaning.  The  prefcnt  bift, 
bowever,  he  did  not  confid»^r  to  be  by  any^  means  calculated 
for  that  purpofe.  It  was,  indeed,  the  fafhion  to  fay,  that  it 
was  ncccflary  to  give  fomc  additional  fecurity  to  theperfon  of 
ibc  fofvereign.  He  would  ncverthelef*  contend  and  rriaifitiliri 
that  it  was  not  the  n?itural  effect  of  the  extcnfion  Of  penal 
l^ws  to  confer  fecurity;  and  he  appealed  to  the  hiftory  pf  the 
yvorld  for  the  truth  of  his  opinion.  Was  there  ever  an  inftance 
in  any  country  in  which  the  fpvereign,  whether  he  was  in-* 
dividual,  or  vyheiher  that  pp^er  \vas  deputed  to  an  affemb!  j, 
was  indebted'  fcjr  fpcurity  to  the  (everity  of  a  penal  code,  11^ 
called  upon  the  houfe  to  look  into  the  biftory  of  the  bad  tiffteS 
of  the  world  and  to  compare  his  obfcrvation  with  ftv3s;  and- 
if  they  were  not  fatified  with  that  comnarifpn,  he  defired  thi.c 
they  would  judge  of  it  upon  the  experience  of  more  modern 
times^  If  tliey  looked  at  the  fall  of  the  late  unfortyrlate  King 
of  France,  they  would  find  that  his  fate  was  pot  owing  to  the 
Jaws  againft  treafon  being  too  mild  and  nipderate  :  the  laws  of 
France  upon  that  fubjedt  were  fanguinary  enough  to  fuit  the 
palate  of  any  gentleman  in  that  houfe.  When  Robefpierr^ 
fell,  the  laws  againtt  treafon  were  certainly  fangt^inary  enough** 
When  the  King  of  Sweden  fell,  the  laws  rhefe  againft  treafon 
were  fanguinary  enough.  \  So,  in  the  times  of  Charles  the 
firft  and  iccond ;  and  fo  in  all  the  hiftory  of  our  country,  in 
which  plots  real  or  im^^ginary  had  ever  been  talked'of. '  Whait 
leiTon  therefore  did  tkolc  h'ft^or*cal  records  holdf  out  ?  "ifhat  the 
jpfcverity  of  ihe^Javys  of  treafon  rather  .ienjd^4  to  create  than 
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that  ju^ge,  M/.  Fox  faid,  nrieri^ed  theuniverftl  ^(?;j;ecr3;io«iof 
mankind,  and  it  would  entail  lifting  difgrace  on  the  prcfeixt 
times,  as  notiiin^  more  harib,'bruta]|  and  upfetljn^  w^^t^ 
bg  found  in  the  arbitrary  and  opprcfliyc  reigns  pf  Qh^rUf^ 
the  fccond,  an4  Queen  Mary, 

In  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  tlie  abominable  and  intolerant 
fpirit  of  the  Scotch  ^ourt  was  attempted  to  be  eft^bliflicq. 
The  proceedings  w.$Jje  a  national  di^grace^  and  we^c  pot  c^^ 
celled  in  th?  barb^rops  code  of  the  rpoft  barbarous  agqs.  H^ 
Mr.  Muir's  c^fe  b^en  fybmitted  to  a,n  Englifli  J^ry,  he 
f^rould,  undoubtedly^  have  been  acquitted:  but^*  whethejir 
totally  acquitted  or  not,  he  was  fullyjperfuaded  that  he  ^lever 
would  have  been  configned  to  the  fgfterings  which  he  I)ad  ex- 
perienced. Th^  noble  and  generous  fpirit  of  Englapd  wpul^ 
nave  revolted  at  fi^ch  exccffive  and  overftraincd  puniftim^nts.. 
And,  it  ought  never  to  he  forgotten*  that,  notwithftandipg 
the  grand  iury  found  the  bills  ^gainft  the  perfons  tried  at  the 
Old  Baill?^,  the  petty  jury  acquitted  them.  He  condeinned 
the  unlimited  power  whicli  the  bill  was  ^bout  to  rc|)9fe.  in  the 
executive  government,. 

By  the  infamy  of  /pie?  and  intrigues,  both  he  and  his  ^rqunr 
trymen  w^r?  e^cpol^d' tp  the  indignation  of  the  court  par^y  fop 
the  time  beings  'He  dopreca^ed  fi^ch  an  unconftitutional 
power,  and  beuowed  uVibbunded  praife  on  oui  anceilor^  (bf 
their  wU'doin  fn  refi{|iug  any  appearance  of  fuch  abominably 
encroachments  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people.  If  .the  dcr 
teftable  fpifit' of  the  Scotch  law  refpefling  fcdition  wpr?  efta- 
bliflied  in  this  country,  then  farewel  to  all  liberty  of  fpeech: 
tbcn  farewel  l;o  the  familiarities  of  converfation.  The  tcrvant 
who  rtood  behind  his  chair,  if  wicked  «nougb,  ipigkt  bcpray 
him  J  and,  (educed  by  thofe  in  power,  might  give  informa- 
tion which  would  endanger  both  his  life  and  liberty.  7  he 
matd-fervant  of  Mr.  Mpir  had  aded  in  a  llmilar  manner: 
violating  thq  confidence  repofed  in  every  fervanc  by  ^  mafter, 
(he  comniunicated  to  the  frjends  of  government  the  honelK 
*mdifguifed  expreflions  of  Mr.  Muir's  mind.  All  that  be  had 
.  frequently  exprefled  w^s,  a  wifh  for  reform  of  the  abufes  which 
he  daily  faw;  and  no  good  man  could  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  deny  the  recSitude  of  his  mind,  when  provoktd  by 
fuch  a  fyftem  as  fuUied  the  country  which  gave  it  birth, 

Mr.  Fpx  faid,  that  if  Mr,  Reeves  (hould  be  found  guilty 
-of  the  libel  on  that  houfc,  which  had  lately  engaged  their  no- 
tice; if  he  fhould  be  found  to  h^ivc  recommended  and  circu-^ 
lated  pnother  infamous  libel  agauift  the  conftitution,  written 
by  Arthur  Young  i  and  If  he  (hould  alfo   be  found  to  have 
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pifblifficd  at  difFerertt  ti. 
ifehtet-8,  rtij^rtclng  thefn  i5 
dii^t  to  extcf  minattfd,"  h't 
tefetch  his  Majefty,  not  id 
tence  of  ttansprortation.     A 
W5M^efty*sr.*fufin&his  ^Ift 
*ai'fc5r  that  bi^erog^Sye  of  tHe 
<{tiWfcent.' '  it  was  a  ^rerogati 
only  be  ir  favouHte,  wKlfe  *  rt  W 
eifed.     ft^  truftd,  that  'If  the  h 
meet  with  a  fpeedy  repetft.  "  tte  fa 

i^btiW  jJietstfoti  his  Majfefty  ta  A\S6l\    ^  ^namfeht,  which  was 
tt«ii^  uitdouMed  right,  if'  ^^er  parliafri^rtt  had  a^d  In  fudi  a 
way  jis  to  i:equirc  an  ii>;tetference  of  that  kind.     He  rejoiced 
thrat  on  the  prefent  occafion,  the  fpirit  of  the  people  had  thtWa 
itfdf  to  hre  alivt ;  and  he  ti'ufted,  that  the  d!f{)Ia5f  Which  had 
been  made  of  Ae  errergy  of  the  public  rtiind,.  W6uld  be  ^t-r 
retttled  w?th  the  happleft  effe&i.    The  bills  formed  i  crifis  in 
the  hiftoty  of  the  Wiirttry  \  inafmuch  as  they  were  a  depar- 
ture fi-om '  thel  'whole Tyfteth  of  the  ()riticipltfs  oftheconftitu- 
tion.  The  prefent  bill  Was  modelled  upon  kti  A£t  of  ChSirlcs  11. 
The  people  of  En^and*  h'ad,*  in  his  6pfnion,  committed  a* 
worfe  offfentc,  bythtJ  Urtcc5ilftituti6nal  teftofatiort  of  that  Mo-' 
nardi,  thameven  by  ,the  death  of  Charles  1.     It  was  a  mea- 
ftfre  whitb  originated  iti  a  period  when  the  parliament  gave' 
up  to  the  king  the  difpofalof  the  military  force,  and  fitrren- 
defed  th6^  liberties  of  the  people,  ar  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
Thert*  was  one  claufe  Irt  the  aft  of  Charles  the  ftcohd,  which' 
fhew^dtliei[|)iritof  thofe times.     By  this  daufc  it  was  made' 
pemil'tofty  the  king  Was,  a  paplft.     And  why  f  tiecaufe  fucV 
was  the  pr^cife  faft.  *  It  wis  hther  ihatlfpicibus  in  the  pre-  ' 
ftnt  rtiometit,  that  rt'Ihould  be  thought  rietefTar^  that  a  bill' 
Ihbttld  be  adopted  to  prevent  people  ftdfn   telUng  the  truth.  * 
Nb  man  would  however  fay  that  George  HL  wa.$  a  papjff.* 
What  however  was  the  ohjedl  of  the  prefent  bill  ?  By  this  bfB' 
rfien  Wei^  ftjrrbWdeh  to  fp^ak  bf  the  defefts  of  gorefnmenr,] 
and  bf  thole  sibufes  Which  were  growing''  up  from  day  to  day,' 
tb'deftfbythc  rpirifofthd  eonftitution.     If  n^inifters  had  not 
bHfn  awfcibus  of  thfe^exlff^nce  of  ihofe  defers,  thty  would 
not  hav^  forbidden  men  tt)  di'fcufs  them.     Ht  hid  fdmewh^r e^ 
rl5ii!d,.'tHa^  after  the  defeat  bf  Brutus  and  C^fliu^,  a  decree  had  ' 
blfi'A  pafJed  that  AugufhiS,'  who  was  then  raifed  tb  the  Higheft 
dignitresof  the  ft'ate,  fijould  not  be  called  a  hoyytuerne  ma^ 
jejtraii  populi  Romani  detra£tarei.     Auguftus  paflcd  no  fudb' 
dccrdcat  the  latter  eitd  of  his  reign  j  nor  did  Tiberius,  at 
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^L  '  rl  J^^^h :a decree  to-be  nccefliry.  The  prefent 
k"^  ^J^S^"^*  proclaiming  the  defcas  of  the  con-*. 
manKindj^  a  period  when  the  govcrninent  was  every  day* 
j|"^5|;(ngon  ffefh  abufes.  The  bill  was  itfelf  an  intolerable' 
;^ievance.  **  This  is  the  laft  opportunity,  faid  Mr,  Fox, 
that  I  may  have  to  ftate  my  fentiments  with  rffpc£i  to  thefe 
bills.  I  feel  it  therefore  incumbent  upon  me  to  declare^  that 
my  objeAions  ftill  remain  unimpaired.  The  one  is  calculated 
to  prevent  the  liberty  of  fpcech ;  the  other  the  liberty  of 
writing  and  publi(hing.  If  thefe  bills  be  carried  into  effc<a,^ 
and  if  their  influence  extend  to  the  national  charafler,  other* 
nations  will  be  enabled  to  fay,  they  who  were  once  renowned 
for  conquering;  others,  had  made  a  ihameful  conqueft  of  them-^ 
fclves. 

The  Qfancelbr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  was  led  by  a  fenfe 
ofpublickduty  to  anfwer  fome  of  the  obferv^tions  of  the: 
light  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fet  down,  and  xo 
ftate  free  from  obfcurity,  or  difguife  the  true  nature  of  the- 
Willi  its  obje<5)s  and  provifions.  He  would  however  At  that 
late  hour  trouble  the  Houfe  with  as  few  obfervations  as  pof- 
fible.  He  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that^ 
the  time  when  thrie  bills  were  to  be  ena<fted,  formed  a  crliis  in 
t{ie  political  (hiftory  of  the  country,!  no  doubt  an  importanc 
crifis,  when  a  fet  of  dangercHis  and  designing  men  with  unprc-, 
cedented  attacks  were  feeking  to  deftroy  the  old  and' venerable 
conftitution  of  the  country.  \ 

The  queftion  then  m^5>  whether  the  king,  lords,  and  com-* 
monsof  this  country,   reforting  to  the'wifdom  of  tbeican* 
ceftors,  from  whom  they  derived  the  inheritance  of  their  go-, 
verntnent,    (hould,    with  wholefome  ena^ments,  meet  the 
dangers  which  threatened  it  5  or  whether  they  fliould  prevent  a! 
fub^e  and  defigning  enemy  from  deftroytng  it  \  whether,  when 
their  enemies  ailiimed  a  mask  and  now  carry  on  thofe  defigns^ 
fecretly,  which  no  long  time  had  elapfed  iince  they  carried  on  . 
.openly,  the  king,  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain  fhould' 
fnatch  the  cunilitution  from  their  gra(p,  or  furrender  it  ta, 
be     mangled    and    torn     by    thefe    detefted    ifpoliatprs. , 
One     gentleman    (Mr.   Jekyll)   in    a    fpeech    appacemly' 
iludied, .  with  a  great  deal  of    prepared   and  elaborate  at*.. 
tack,   had  declared    the  bills    to    be    infernal,    and    ufed 
terms  which,  if .  meant  t^  |Characler!fe  thofe  bills,  were  too 
hvperbolical  for  theefFufions  of  praflical  exaggeration.  Ajwh* 
tner  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  who  had  always; 
been  the,  champion  cxdufivcly  of  the  democratic  part  of  the 
Sriiiflx  couftitution,  had  faid)  th^t  if  he  was  by  rank  entitled 
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to  (fentand  an  audience,  he  would  befcech  the  King  to  exert 
that  power  vefted  ih  him  by  the  conftitutioii,  of  purting  bis 
negative  on  thefe  bills.  What !  did  the  honourable  gentle, 
mati'thiiik  it  would'be  decorous  in  a  grave  hereditary  coun- 
fellor  of  tht  crown,  to  go  to  his  Majefty  with  his  advice  io 
rejed  thefe  bffls,  which  were  to  be  offered  tahkn  by  the  othtr 
two.  branches  of.  the  legiflaturc,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  Con- 
cern fof  the  fafety  of  his^  royal  perfon,  and  which  compre- 
hended a  falihary  enadhnent  in  fupport  of  their  ov«^n  conftitt/- 
tional  rights?  That  honourable  gfcntleman  had  gone  fo  far  a<i 
to  fay  that  fuch  a  counfcUor  would  receive  immortal  honour 
by  fuch  advice.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
faft,  would  advife  his  Majefty  not  to  put  his  negative  on  th« 
bill;?,  but  immediately  to  diffolve  his  parliament,  which  he  faid 
was  his-  corrftitutional  tight.  It  certainly  was  part  of  the 
powers  and  prerogative  of  the  crown,  to  diffilvcthe  parlia- 
ment; but  there  had  been  a  time  when  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  quite  fb  well  convinced  that  fuch  difToIu- 
tion  was  an  unqueftionable  e^efcife  of  a  juft  prerogative ;  on 
the  comrary,  \^iien  the  loud  voice  of  the  people  was  heard 
from  all  quarters^  about  twelve  years  ago,  againft  a  particular 
public  meafure,  that  t^onourable  gentleman  not  only  queftioncd 
the  cenHitutional  right  to  diffolve  in  fuch  circuratiances,  bit 
branded  the  diffolution  which  toolc  place,  as  perfedly  uncoti- 
ftituiional.  if  his  Majeftv  fliould  have  advifefs  that  would 
give  fuch  counfel,  he  would  only  fay,  that  they  wduld  not  be 
Chofe  who  were  ii^  the  habit  of  giving  his  Majt:fty  advice,  and 
were  refponfible  for  the  advice  they  gave. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  proceeded  in  fubftance 
as  follows :  **  A  ftrong  proof  to  me  that  the  crifis  to  which  I 
have  referred  is  determined,  is  the  different  language  which  I 
now  find  to  be  held  by  the  right  honourable  ger)tleman,  (Mr. 
Fox.)  He  nas  no  longer  any  hopes  to  prevent  the  bills  from 
being  cnafled,  but  iietrufts  to  the  people  in  order  to  have 
them  fpeedily  repealed.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  is  become  fo  far  a  convert  to  the  fyftcni 
of  moderation,  that  he  looks  to  fee  how  many  he  can  bring 
to  Concur  with  him  in  endeavouring  to  procure  the  repeal  of 
the  bilk,  if  they  (hould  pafs  into  Taws,  and  not  with  how 
many  he  may  thmk  it  prudent  to  refift  their  operation.  I  am 
glad  toiind  that  this  dodrine  of  reftft^ince)  on  which  fo  muc^ 
ftrefs  wa^  laid  in  aa  earlier  ftage  of  the  bufniefs,  is  not  at  this 
time  uppermofi  in  the  mind  of  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
tnan.  I  truft  that  die  avowal  abd  juftiiication  of  this  doc- 
trine will  not  fink  deeper  in  the  minds  of  aiiy  p.ut  of  ihe 
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'  communrty,  atld  produce  that  impreffion  which  fuch  a  princli* 
|rfe  is  CidcoMHipd.ta  cifako  on  violent  and  unenlightim^d  minda. 
ShcMild  chdr  igQoraace^  mjiiled  and  their  paffions  enfl^oie^^ 
dreadful  indeed  may  be  the  conrequences  on  their  futiire  coo- 
dud.  I  trufl:  that  the  danger  which  was  incurred  to  the 
peaccy  will,  operate  as  a  warning  to  prevent  gentlem;^  from 
raflily  and .  baftily  broaching  doctrines  in  the  heat  of  .debate9 
which  might  produce  the  moft  pernicious  effects  on  the  minds 
of  others^  long  after  their  better  judgment  and  the  more 
mature  deliberation  had  eradicated  them  from  their  owx^ 
Having  noticed  thefe  general  topics,*  I  proceed  now  more  par;- 
ticulariy  to  confider  the  nature  of  the  prefent  biU^  ^he  fub- 
je£t  refolves  itfelf  into  two  points.  I  fliall  £rf{  advert  to  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  affects  the  exifting  law  of  treafon  i  a^ 
fecondly,  to  the  particular  fptcies  of  mifdemeanor  to  which  the 
Bill  is  calculated  to.  apply.  Firft,  the  Bill  makes  a  confpi/acy 
.to  do  any  thing,  that  may  tend  to  the  King^s  death^  to.  maifH 
or  to  do  him  any  (pectes  of  bodily  injury,  to  rcftrain  and  im.- 
piifon  his  perfon,  or  to  feek  to  niake  him  alter,  by  force,  tfap 
roeafures  of  his  government  a  fabftantive  treafon.  Thefe  by 
the  ftatute  of  the  i5tb  of  Edward  IIL  were  only  made  oye^t 
a£is,  of  CQmpaiSng  and  i^iaginirng  the  King's  deaths  By  the 
.prefent  Bill  they  are  made  direS  and  f jbftantive  ureafoos. 
J^y  the  other  part  of  the  Bill  it  was  made  treafon  to  levy  war., 
to  Qverawe  the  legiflaturer  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
bad  a(ked,  .might  not  the  people  attempt  to  influenee  the  de- 
ciCoo  of  the  Jegiflature  by  the  force  of  opinion,  by  the  vio- 
lence of  prayer  ?  He  forgets  that  the  Bill  does  not  preclude 
the  people  from  f^j  peaceable  and  legal  mode  of  bringing  for* 
ward  their  opinion,  in  order  to  influence  the  fentiments  of 
the  legi/laturc,  that  it  does  not  interfere  with  their  right,  or 
prevent  the/n  froini  carrying  to  their  reprefentatives,  in  decent 
and  orderly  language,  their  fenfe  of  public  meafures.  The 
treafon  described  by  the  3iII  attaches  only  to  thpfe  who  levy 
war  in  order  to  ov(:rawe  the  kgiflature.  Will  the  honour- 
able gentleman  contend,  that  levying  war  has  any  connexion 
with  that  mode  of  expreifing  opinion,. which  is  intended  to 
influence  the  proceedings  of  a  legiflative  body  I  The.  right 
honourable  gentleman  objeds  to  the  preamhle>  which,  by  .the 
bye,  he  fecms  not  to  have  read.— .(Mr.  Fox  expreffed  fome 
indignation  at  this  charge)  I  did  not  mean  continued  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  have  read  the  preamble  as  part  of  his 
^ech;  but  undoubtedly  he>feems  not  to  have  attended  to 
the  latter  part  of  that  pteamUe.    He  faid,  that  he  liked  no 
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l^rbambltf  that  did  not  (hte  truth.  He  sif&rmed,  *at  theDre- 
rifYvWi?  frtaditf  the  attack  on  his  Majefty  the  foaridation  of  the 
Bni,  and  contended,  that  though  the  BUI  purported  to  be  for 
thfc  fccurtfy  of  hw  Majefty's  perTon,  and  the  prcfervation  of 
hh  goVermficht,  it  did  not,  in  taft,  tend  to  give  to  eitkerany 
aMidenW  fceurity.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
gone  farther,  and  read  the  latter  part  of  the  preatttble,  he 
wodld  have  found,  that  it  was  not  fo  narrowed  and  confined 
a^'Ke  liad  defcribed  ;  that  it  fk2tttd  not  only  the  attack  on  hts 
Majefty,  an  the  ground  of  the  Bill,  biit  aHb  the  fedttious 
fpeejhes  and  publications  of  evM-dii^ofed  perfons.  In  oppo- 
fitfon  to  the  right  honourable  ger^tleman,  I  maintain,  that 
the  provifions  of  the  Bill  are  calculated  to  give  greater  fecarity 
tfthis  Majefty 's  perfon  and  government,  and  that  the  grounds 
ftated  in  the  preamble  are  commensurate  to  aJI  the  objeds 
which  the  Bill  has  in  view.  In  M  times.  When  the  perfbn 
of  the  Sovereign  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  endangered,'  a  law 
iff  thofe  terms  has  been  pafled.  We  are  not  now,  for  thefirft 
tfrtifc,  bringing  forward  a  fpecuflative  A£t,  of  Ac  probaHecon- 
iequencc«  of  which  we  cannot  pretend  to  judge  ;  btit  we  are 
.copying  the  wifdom  bf  our  anceftors ;  we  are  adopting  the 
falutarv  precautions  of  former -times.  A£te,  of  which  tms  is 
atranfcript,  were  pafledin  the  reign*?  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  ChaHesthe  fecOnd.  Eliz^rbeth  has  been  ret>roaehed  as  an 
arbkrary  Princefs.  Jcis  certain  that  her  life  was* threatened 
from  many  quarters.  But  how  far  is  the  charge  that  this 
Ad  is  a  weak  and  inefficient  meafiur,  confiftent  with  the  det 
ctiption  which  has  bten  given  of  her  chara£ter?  If  flie  was 
an  arbitrary  Princefs,  it  furely  is  not  likely  that,  where  hier 
•ofwn  prefervation  was  concerned,  (he  Ihould  adopt  mcafures 
inadequate  to  the  purpofe.  The  parliament  of  Charles-  the 
fecond  has  been  accufed  with  making  many  facrifiCes  to  the 
throne.  It  is  not,  therefore,  probable  that,  in  the  excefs  of 
their  loyalty,  and  the  fuperabundance  of  their  zeal,  tlicy  (hould 
h^ve  neglected  to  put  a  fufficient  guard  aroUnd  the  Kind's 
perfon.  Thus  does  the  reafoning  of  ihofe* gentlemen,  fo  hr 
at  Icaft  as  concerns  the  efRcacy  of  the  meafure,  retort  upon 
thcmfelyes.  Such  laws  having  paffcd  in  different  periods  of 
our  hiiVory,  and  having  in  no  inftance  been  found  infuiScient, 
we  have  a  ftrong  and  well-grounded  prefumption  that  ^hey  are 
welt  calculated  to  afford  fecurity  to  the  perfon  of  the  Sovereaga. 
They  apply  direAly  the  penalties  of  treafon  to  that  fpccies^'tf 
ofience  againft  the  perfon  of  tiie  Sovereign,  to  which  before 
jthey  could  only  have  circuit6ufly  been  brought  to  attajch* 
They  eonftitute  thofe  zA^  fubftantacive  (reafonii  which  be* 
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£e>re  could  only  have  bcco  brought  to  proye  thci^icripotpal  in- 
tention* But  an  irUlaQCC.yet  frefh  iu  our  memories^  and 
urbich  inad<x  tpoitisp- s^r\  impreffion  oxi  (he  Houfe  to  bo^cMy 
for^ten,  will  bulk  i]luf>rate  the  prop^fKion.  Suppp&r^  the 
pficfoa  who  threw  the  {lone  at  his  M;ij\:{ly«  on  .tk\$  way  to 
parliament^  to  have  been  difcos'ered  an^  brought  to  UiaU  he. 
would  not  have  wanted  an  able  and  eloquent  advocai^,i<»  have 
pleaded* /^  that  by  throwing  the  flone  be  had  no  ialention  of 
ferioAifly  injuring  the  perfon  of  the  Soveceign ;  tbaO  ho  was 
SK^ated  .by  no  deliberate,  qsalicious  purpofe.;  that  he 
wa&i  carried  away  by  the  tmpulie  of  the  moment;  that  he. 
meant  by  throwing  the  ftone  only  to  mark  more,  ftrongly 
tk)U  fentiment  of  indignity  to  hi$  Majefty,  which  esQ^ited  the 
qlamours  of  diiapprobatiou  among  the  furroundi/ig  multitude, 
and  to  exprcfs  his  own  feelings  of  refentment  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war/'  It  is  poffible  (I  do  not  hy  that  it 
would  be  juliified  by  the  found  canilrudiion  of  the  la3«()evcn 
thai;  fuch  9  defence^  dreiTed  up  with,  ingenuity*  and  enforced 
with  the  eloquence  with  which  it  would  not  fail  to  b«  fup- 
ported,  flaight  induce  an  honed  jury  to  pronounce  a  vcrdi<5^ 
o^acqu'tttal.  The  intentioftof  this  Bill  was  to  cut  oiFthe 
p^])ffibiiity  oi  fuch  a  defence  being  made  in  extenu;}tion  of 
fuch  ^an  AQy,  to  remove  from  the  offender  all  hopes  of  efcape 
hy  (^bte;rfuge  and  evafion)  and  by  making  the.  ifemedy  more 
fi^ple,  to.  dimlniih  the  danger.  But  it  was  fa  id,  why  not 
i^ake  a  new  declaratory  law  ?  It  was  neceflary  that  the  pre^. 
femvfhould  be  an  ena<^ing  and  not  a  declaratory  law,  be-* 
ca^ife  it  only  made  that  virhlch  was  already.  Treafon  by  th« 
Aatfte  pf .the  25th  of  Edward  III.  Treafoa  under  another 
b^af^ch)  atKi  to  be  laid  in  a  different  manner  in  the  indid- 
niei|t«  Aa  to  the  preftfnt  fiill  making  new  treafons,  which 
were  not  before  known  to  the  law  of  England,  in  contradic-* 
tion  to  fo  inj-urious  an  aflertion,  he  referred  to  the  writings 
of  hfMrd  Hale,  and;i>ir  Matthew  Fofter.  Thefc  learned 
2*t4  vtt/iepabfc  jitdges  had  given  a  biftory  of  the  different 
ikitut^  .pf  treafon,  aocoipanied  with  their  own  comments. 
The.phj<;4t  of  the  prefeat  Bilj  was  clearly  to  defi.n.e  the  tiue 
f^eaning  of  the  old  hy^  which  was  now  only  to  ^be  drawn 
out.of  along  fcr.ies  of  judicial  expofitions.  It  was  in-order 
to  guard  agginflall  ambiguous  and  doubtful  interpretation,  at 
a.  lime  when  It  was  ncctiiary  to  provide  agaitUl  a  pofitive  and 
iiynedjate  danger.  Mull  not  fuch  be  felt  to  be  the  calc, 
when  a  daring  attack  has  fo  recently  been  made  on  the  perfon 
at  his  Majcfty,  and  vfhen  tbe  infiance  of  the  precife  danger 
againft.whic|)  the  Qill,  if^  directed,  happened  under  our  own 
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ejes,  and  at  the  4oor  of  p»rIUment.  The  Bill  alio  made  an 
attempt  Co  overawe  the  kgUlatvte,  high  treafon.  Was  it 
ncceiiary,  by  any  long  Jcd4i^ion  of  argument,  to  prove  the 
n«cei&ty  bf  fuch  a  precaution  at  a  moment  when  their  exill* 
ed  focieties  hoilile  to  the  authority  and  exiftence  of.par* 
liamsnt  I  Thofc  focieties,  meeting  under,  the-  (jpecie^  pre-> 
textSrof  parliamenury  reform,  zs^  the  right  of  petitioning,  em* 
ployed  a  language  which  fufficiently  (hewed  how  far  thofe 
were  their  real  objects.  They  declared  that  the  five  hun-^ 
dred  and' eighty-eight  gentleman  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel 
might  go  about  their  bufinefs.  They  took,  ev^ry  opportunity 
to  villifythe  charafter  of  the  legiflatiye  body,  to  exprefs  their 
contempt  of  its  authority,  and  to  (bew  how  much  they  were 
difppfed  to  ufurp  its- functions*  and,  if  poiBble,  annihilate  iti 
extftence.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  dealt  much 
in  general  topics  of  declaration.  He  (aid  that  hr  had  never 
found  that  the  lives  of  Princes  had  been  fafe  in  propor4ion  to 
the  fanguinary  laws  and  the  fevere  puniihmcat.N  whioh  nad 
been  inftituted  for  their  protection*  Thus,  I  mufk  remark, 
that  the  psefent  is  no  new  fanguinary  law,  that  it  crt  atcs  no 
extraordinary  feverity  of  puniibment.  If  the  right^  honour- 
able gentleman  thinks  that  the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign  ia 
not  rendered  fafer  bv  the  puniffaments  which  the  law  has  de- 
vifed  for  his  protection,  ^is  argument  goes  to  repeal  all  the 
exiCiing  laws  of  treafon.  He  chufes,  however,  to  appeal  to 
the.  teitimony  of  experience,  and  to  the  example  of  former 
periods  of  the  hiftory  of  this  country.  He  a(k$  whether,  not« 
withftaoding  the  exceiSve  loyalty  of  the-parliament,  and  the 
extreme  vigour  of  the  laws,  there  were  not  fome  reral  plots  i^ 
the  reign  of  Charles  11.  befides  the  (ham  plots  th»t  were 
brought  forward  to  ferve  a  particular  purpofe.  That  10  the 
courfe  of  that  reign  the  parliament  made  many  (hamefui  con* 
ce/lions,  I  am  readv  to  admit;  but  I  can  b^  no  means  allow 
chat  it  was  a  blind  indifcriminating  Ipinc  of  devotion  to  the 
Monarch  which  eave  rife  to  the  Ad,  of  which  the  Bill  is  the 
counter-part.  Neither  can  I  altow  that  thcie  perfons  who 
were  concerned  in  eflTeding  the  reiloration,  left  priu.  iplcs 
altogether  out  of  their  view,  though,  pcrh;ips,  they  negledied 
to  employ  fome  precautions  which  it  would  have  been  wile 
and  proper  to  have  adopted.  In  order  to  prove  that  (bine  re^ 
gard  was  had  to  principles  in  the  A<St  of  the  reftoration,  it  u 
only  neceflary.to  refer  to  the  hiftory  of  the  times,  and^o  the 
perfons  concerned  in  that  event.  Hyde,  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
and  thqie  who  were  connected  with  hiro,  were  not  men  co- 
lirely  indifferent  about  the  Englifh  conftitution,  or  likely  to 
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be  parties  in  a  trafifaftioii, -where  it«' principles  were  crtt'fefy 
left  out  of  contemplation. '  But  with  refped  to  thts^pa/tieiitar 
AA9  hchad,  the  famStioitof  thcvencnible  name  ofSeilearit 
MaynaW,  who  wasone  of  the  pcrfons^  then  employed  in  M^* 
ing  the  Bill  for  the  fccurhy  of  bits  M  Jefty's  perfoft.  '  Iflftfie* 
dfatcly^ftcr  the  reftoration,  this  truly  conAfCutinnal'  lawyer 
had  faid,  "  That*  except  for  that  event  he  had  been  on  **- 
eve  not  only  of  furviving  lawyers,  but  the  laws,*'  (Tne  Ohih^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  remiriJed-  that  thefe  word*  Wtpre 
ipoken  not  after  the  refloration,  but  after  the  revolution-)  i 
admit  my  error— thefe  words  were  ipoken  after  the  revoluvtovi; 
and  is  it  likely  that  the  venerable  •perfon,  who,  during  the 
courfe  of  a  long  and  honourable  life,  had  prcfc*rved  bis  attach- 
meiH  to  the  confKtutton,  Oiould  have  fo*  entirely  fbrgoften  -it^ 
fptrit,  or  departed  from  its  principles,  in  framing  -that  Bifi 
which  had  fo  frequently  been  referred  to  in  the  difcuffi^nl 
But  I  will  alk  the  right  honourable  ^ntleman,  doe^  he  iter^^ 
bute  the  plots  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  to  the  adoption  of  new 
Jaws>  znd  the  unufual  feverity  of  pumftnhentf  or  does- he  not 
-lather  attribute  them  to  the  repeated- breaches  of  lawicomntit- 
ted  by  diat  Monarch,  and  to  the  attempts  which  he  made,  1^ 
different  periods  of  bis  rergn^  to  govern  witiiout  a  parliaAient  ^ 
Among  his  other  a)]u(ions  to  biftorvy the  right  h^^nouraWe  ^ew- 
tfcman  refers  to  the  reign  of  Robcr^iere*  He  afts,  whether^ 
that  tyrant  derived  any  icrunty  from  thatfvftem  of  terror  whidl 
he  employed  as  the  engine  of  his  government,  and  which  he 
fupporfcd  by  a  large  military  force  ?  I  appeal  tf>  the  Hoofe^  how 
far  this  alkilkm  can,  with  any  propriety,  apply  to  the  pt^en<f 
difcuffion  ?  I  appeal  to  the  houfe,  how  far  the  queftion;  whew 
ther  a  bwlefs,  wanton,  and  barbarous  fyftcm  oif  profcrtption^ 
and  carnage,  is  calculated  ta  afford  fecurity  to  -the  tyrannj^ 
from  which  it  originates— can  pofTibly  bear  a  compariff^nwifi 
the  efi'e6^  of  rhofe  regulations  which  we  arc  now  emploj'cd  iff 
cnat5^ing  for  the  fecurity  of  his  Majefty's  perfon,  who  is  tM 
objeft  of  the  afFedlions  of  his  people,  aiid  fcr  the  prefervatioi^ 
of  that  government,  which  is  the  belt  pledge  for* their  happU- 
jiefs.  ffliall  now  very  fhf  rtly  advert  to  the  (fcond  part  of  the 
bill,  which  relates  to  mifdemeanors.  The  firft  <|udb«n  ify 
whether,  i:i  ary  pofCble  cafe  of  mifdemeanor,  tranfpott^HntV 
is  a  punifhment  which  ought  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion^c^  th^ 
.  court.  Mifdemeanors  are  undoubtedly  of  very  different  fort*,^ 
and  unlefs  tney  caivbe  marked  our  and  graduated  by  fome  fcaJe 
of  legiflativeregi»laii«w,  it  is  necefliry  thai,  in  adjufting  the 
punifhment,  fomething  (hould  be  left  to  difcretion.  The 
mifdemeanors  againft  which  tbeprefeiit  bill  is  dire^Ud,  art  of 
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the  moft  ferious  defoription.     They  are  thofe  oflFences  which 
are  produ£itve  of  the   worft  confequencrs,    which   militate 
dgAtnft  the  welfare  of  die. whole  commanicy,  urhrch  are  cal- 
culated. 10  difturb  the  order,  and  interrupt  the  tranquiliity  of 
ffK<iety»    If  we  look,  to  the  ordinary  operation  of  iaw,  and 
coQApi^re  the  ipecies  of  tnifdemeanors  defcribed  in  this  bill, 
with  other  oiFeoces  which  are  at  prefent  punilhable  with 
iTMifportation,  I  appeal  to  the  houfe  whether  thoie  offences, 
either  in  point  of  moral  guilt,  or  of  public  danger^  are  to  be  • 
compared  to  the  aSs  againft  which  this  bill  is  calculated  to 
guard.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  has.defcanted  on 
the  harHflitp  of  the  fentence,  and  talked  of  the  companion 
due  to  individuals,  who,  from  having  been  placed  in  a  better 
fauation  of  life,  luul  been  doomed  to  experience  its  rizours. 
That  it  is  a  fentence  at  all  times  fevere  in  its  operation  I  can* 
not  but  admit ;  that  it  becomes  more  particularly  ib  wbea  the 
peihn  who  is  its  objed  has  been  jdaced  in  a  refpe^^able  and 
comfortable  fituatioo  ;  that  fuch  a  perfon  fhould  be  cofipelled 
10  abandon  the  fociety  to  which  he  had  been  accufioiLied,  for 
companions  of  a  very  ds&rent  defcription ;  that  he  fhould  be 
doomed  to  relinquiih  his  native  land,  the  comforts  of  his  fitu- 
atioo, and  condemned  «o  aflbciate  with  the  rude  ft  and  vileft 
of  mankind,  is  a  confideratton  which  rouft  naturally  imprefis 
every  mind  with  ccmpaffion.     But  while  we  f^peV  compaffioa 
for  the  individual,  we  muft  recoiled,  that,  as  legiflators,  the^e 
is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  public  paramount  to  every  other 
confideration.     We  muft  recoUefl,  that  if  the  punilfamei\t 
riies  in  proportion  to  thefituation  which  the  individual  held  in 
fbciety,  and  that  if  our  pity  is  more  ftrongly  excited  ftorit  the 
CQi^deration  of  thefe  advantages  he  has  forfeited,  fo  alfo  iis 
the  epormity  of  the  crime  aggravated  by  the  fame  confidera- 
tion ;  and  he»  who,  being  placed  in  a  refpe£tabie  aivd  com- 
fortable.  fituatioo,  fubjeds  himfelf  to  the  penalties  of  law, 
wanting  the  temptation  to  err,  v^rants  alfo  the  apology  for  of^ 
fence.     If  the  ignorant  and  unenlightened  individual,  the  blind 
and  deluded  inftrument,  is  doomed  to  puniihment  for  the 
crime,  which,  from  the  inftrudion  or  the  example  of  others, 
he  has  learned  to  regard  as  a  virtue,  with  what  fentiments 
Q)uft  we  look  to  the  mafter- work -man,  who  perverts  the  ad- 
vantages of  education,  abufes  the  talents  of  nature,  and  em- 
ploys the  very  diftindions  which  he  derives  from  the  pt^fent 
order  of  fociety,  as  means  of  attack  againft  the  exiftence  of 
fociety  ttfelf  ?     I  have  only  to  call  upon  the  houfe,  to  confider 
what  IS  the  defcription  of  offence  againft  which  the  punifb^ 
noent  is  dire^ed. '   It  is  not  to  apply  twice  to  the  ofltnce  |hat 
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may  have  prcvioufly  been  committed,"  Init  to  the  fccond  in- 
ihince  of  offence  after  conviction.  An  objedHba  w^s  Ihrted 
that  the  fpecies  of  criraes  comprtfichded  tinder  the  prcfent  bill, 
wa5  of  a  defcriptfoi^  of  thenature  of  which'  it  wa^  irot  within 
the  pi*ovincc  of  a  jury  to  judge.  Hfs  honourable,  friend  (the 
Attorney  General)  has  ftated  to  the  houfe  what  is  his  own 
practice.-  He  has  always  left  to  the  jury  to  decide  wtedier 
the  innocent  caufe  affigned  was  thef  real  moti/e  of  the  adion ; 
but  in  ftating  this,  he  had  ftat^d  not  only  that  mode  of  pradice 
which  is  conformable  to  the  liberality  of  his  own  fcntiments, 
but  which  is  fan6^ioned  by  the  liberal  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land. There  is  no  legal  privilege  which  may  not  be  made 
the  pretext  to  cover  the  moft  illegal  aftions.  I  muft  particu- 
larly remaric,  in  order  to  obviate  mifreprefent^tion,  that  no- 
thing is  made  a  crime  by  the  prcfent  biH  which  was  not  before 
criminal,  and  fubjefted  to  a '  fevtfrc'  puniflim«Tt  by  the  com- 
mon law  of  England.  After  What'  I  have  already  faid/Ihave 
nothing  further  to  add,  as  I  conceive  the  pftfent  Jjill  to  be 
iupported  on  the  plaineft  and  fimpfcft  grounds  6n  wlrich  any 
legiflativeprovifioh  was  ever  oflered  to  this  houfe.'* 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  that  the  minifttr  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  fay  that  he  had  that  night  r^rth^r  co'nftde^ed 
what  means  to  take  for  the  repeal  of  thofe  bills,  than  to  fee 
how  many  agree  with  him  to  refift :  '^^Now^^'faid  Mr.  Fox, 
**  this  Is  one  of  the  moft  grofs  mrfreprcfentations  that  even  he 
ever  made  againft  me;  fo  grofs  that  I  hardly  know  Itow  ta 
behave  to  him  upon  ft.  I  do  not  know  how  to  btileve  that 
•ny  man,  who  has  the  feeling^  or  the  candour  of  a  gentleman, 
could  ftate  this.  Is  there  another  man  in  this  hbufe,  who 
will  fay,  that  this  is  a  real  ftatement  of  wh^t  1  faid  ? '  Did  I 
fay  fo,  or  ieven  any  thing  like  it  ?  I  wifli  gentlemen  would 
do  me  jti^ftice.  Did  I  fay  any  thing  like  wh^  has  been  to- 
siight  imptrted-to  me  ?  Did  I  not  ftate  the  direft  contrary,  as 
to  thedodrineof  refiftence  at  leaft?  I  alk  this,  bccaufel 
will  not  repeat  all  that  I  faid  upon  that  fubjed.  But  left 
feme  perfbns  may  affed  to  fay  that  I  have  changed'mv  opinion 
opon  that  fubje(^,  I  will  ftate  again— ^that  if  ads  pafs,  of  the 
deferiptien  xri  this  which  is  now  before,  and  that  which  has 
pafied  this  houfc,  which  arc  manifeftly  to  fubvcrt  the  cfonfti- 
tution  of  this  country,  by  a  majority  of  parliament,  againft 
the  decided  wtlF  of  the  people;  and  they  have  no  regular  means 
of  recovering  their  liberties,  my  opinion  is,  that  then  refiftance 
is  a  matter  of  prudence  and  not  of  morality.  1  certainly  ftated 
this  opinion  generally." 

TA/  Cbancelior  of  the  Exchequer  felt  himfclf  called  upon  by 
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what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Fox,  and  he  faid,  he  was  gfed  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  explained  himfelf.  He  under* 
ftood  him,  inconfequence  of  his  explanation,  to  fubfcribe  to  an 
explicit  declaration,  that  he  thoaght  refift^nce,  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  was  imprudent,  even  when  the  majority  of 
them  were  againft  therlaw.  He  had  conceived  the  original 
declaration  to  bear  the  conftrudUon  which  he  had  put  upon  it. 
7'hat  if  the  majority  of  the  people  were  againft  the  law,  the 
people  ou^ht  t«  refift.— [ A^  f  No  !  No  !  was  refounded from 
the  other  lidiJ\  *'  I  did  not  hear  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man qualify  the  expreffion  as  he  does  now/*  faid  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  "  if  he  fays  he  did,  I  fliall  not  dif- 
pute  it.  What  I  underfiood  him  to  fay  was,  that  if  the 
majority  of  the  people  were  againft  the  law,  then  refiftahce 
would  be,  not  a  queftion  of  morality,  but  of  prudence. 
Whether  in  the  context  of  his  fpeechei,  either  within  the 
houfe,  or  without  this  houfe,  he  has  been  moft  fuccefsful  to 
procure  a  majority  againft  thefe  bills,  1  fliall  not  determine. 
Whether  ke  hais  omitted  in  the  houfe  any  thing  that**he  has 
faid  out  of  it,  I  know  not.  He  puts  the  queftion  to  be  a  quef- 
tion not  of  morality,  but  of  prudence ;  whether  this  opinion 
now  agrees  to  the  temper  of  his  mind  I  {hall  not  determine, 
but  I  muft  fay  that  it  was  at  leaft  imprudent  in  him.*' 

Mr.  Fox.  *•  If  my  expreffions  are  to  be  made  thus  formal, 
I  infift  that  they  be  ftated  fiiirly ;  I  will  repeat  them.  What 
I  faid  was-*^if  thefe  bills  be,  a&  I  think  cbem  to  be,  pafled 
againft  the  decided  majority  of  the  country,  and  executed  to 
the  extent  of  their  provifions.  \7here  being  a  loud  cry  of  hear  f 
if^r/]— He  proceeded — *•  I  defire  that  my  words  may  be 
taken  down  ;-— Good  God  Sir  \  This  is  the  fecond  time  I 
have  been  mifreprefented  this  very  night,  and  I  infift  upon 
being  heard  now.  I  appeal  to  every  man  of  honour  in  this 
houfe.  I  afk  rf  I  did  not  fay,  to  the  extent  of  their  proviflons, 
and  by  which  ail  Engliftinien  would  be  prevented  from  enjoy^ 
jng  their  rights  ?— Whether  I  did  not  then  fay,  I  think  it  will 
be  a  queftion,  not  of  morality,  but  of  prudence,  10  reiift  ? 
and  when  that  was  taken  notice  of,  I  made  ufe  of  a  quo- 
faiion— —  . 

Iniquijj^am  pa  am  jkftiffimo  iiUa  anUfer^. 

^  I  own  there  was  fomething  of  a  ftratagem  in  this  \  I 
made  ufe  of  it,  becaufe  1  was  determined  not  to  be  mifrepre* 
iented  i  as  I  have  found  there  are  fomc  peribas  who  wifii  to 
mifreprcfent  me«  I  wifli  it  again  to  be  underftood  that  I  did 
not  recommend  any  refiftance,  as  that  quotation  clearly  proves. 
jBut  I   ihink  I  (hould  behave  daftardly  indeed  if  1  failed! 

Vpt.  II.  1795,  3  K  agaia 
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again  to  fay,  that  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  united,  may 
agree  in  a  law,  which  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  refift— « 
which  refiftance  they  may  exercife  at  their  difcreiion.  This, 
Sir,  is  a  real  right  in  the  people  of  this  country,  and  I  think 
this  doSrine  applicable  to  thcfe  bills." 
The  houfe  divided — 

Ajn^  (for  the  third  readmg)  216 

N9€$^  (againft  it)  «  45 

Majority  i8r 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  ftrangers  were 
excluded,  but  Mr.  Sheridan  propofed  a  claufe  by  way  of  rider, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  to  take  away  the  arbitrary  power 
pf  the  judges  in  Scotland,  and  to  declare  that  they  Oiould  not 
be  able  to  tranlport  perfons  for  fedition  for  more  than  feven 
years.    The  houfe  divided. 

Ayts^  (for  the  claufe)  «  27 

Nm^  (s^inft  it)  .  184 

Majmiy         lyj 
The  bill*  was  then  pafied.— Adjourned. 

HOUSE 

•  The  foUowiiig  11  thtf  BU1>  u  fent  to  the  Hosfe  of  Loidf ,  by  whom  it  pafied 
without  ameadmeat* 

A  BILL«  intituled  an  Adt  for  the  more  elFedlually  preventing 
Sedidoos  Meetings  and  Aflcmblies. 

WHEREAS  affembllet  of  divers  perfons^  coUe^ed  for  the  purpofe  or  onder 
the  prttot  of  dclibecatiog  on  public  pieTaocei,  and  of  agreeing  oa  petitioos, 
complaints^  remonftrancesy  declarations,  or  other  addiefles,  to  the  King,  or  to 
both  Houfett  or  either  Houfe  of  Parlianenty  have  of  late  been  made  ufe  of  ta 
ferve  the  ends  of  faAiout  and  feditious  peribna,  to  the  great  danger  of  the  pubUc 
peacey  and  may  become  the  meana  of  producing  coafufion  and  calamities  in  the 
nation : 

Be  it  enaded  by  the  King*s  moft  ezcellelit  Majcfty,  by  and  with  the  advict 
and  GOn^Hit  o(  the  Lorda  fpiritnal  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  ia  ttils  preleat 
Parliament  ailembled,  and  by  the  authority  o(  the  fame,  that  no  meeting,  of  an^ 
ddcripdon  of  perfons,  eaceediag  the  number  of  fifty  peifbna,  (other  than  and  ex* 
cept  any  meeting  of  any  ooonty^  lidiag,  or  diviiion,  called  by  the  lord  lieutenant^ 
cuftot  rotulorum,  or  Sheriff,  of  foch  county ;  or  a  meeting  called  by  the  conveaef 
•f  any  county  or  ftewartry  In  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland ;  or  any 
meeting  called  by  two  or  more  juftices  of  the  peace  0f  the  county  or  place  whera 
fnch  meeting  (hall  be  holden  s  or  any  meeting  .of  «9y  county,  hamg  diflferent 
lidiflgt  or  divifions,  called  by  any  two  juftite  of  tnf  que  or  more  of  fuch  ridmga 
or  &Tifioos }  or  any  meeting  callfd  by  th^  ms^or  part  oS  thcf  grand  jaiy  of  the 

couati^ 
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HOUSE    OFLORDS. 

Friday^  December  II. 

PETITIONS. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  ro  e  t<>  prcfcnt  a  petition  for  Edin- 
burgh, figned  by  eight  thoufand  inhabitants,  which  he  had  ' 
mentioned  on  a  former  day ;  before  he  defired  that  it  might 
be  read,  he  wifhed  however  to  iky  a  few  words,  becaufe 

much 

county,  or  of  the  diviion  of  tbe  couat)-,  wheare  fiuh  meeting  iliaU  be  holdeoy  at . 
their  general  affixes  or  general  quarter  feflioaa  of  the  peace  \  or  any  meetiqgof  any . 
cUyi  or  borough,  or  town  corporate,  called  by  the  mayor  or  otiier  head  officer 
of  iucbcity^  or  borough,  or  town  corporate  j  or  any  meeting  of  any  ward  or  jU- . 
▼ifion  of  any  city  or  town  corporate,  called  by  the  alderman  or  other  bead  officer 
of  fuch  ward  or  divifion  \  or  any  meeting  of  any  corporale  bodv),  ■  (ball  ^  holden, 
iw  the  purpofe  or  on  pretext  of  confidering  of  or  preparing  any  petition,  com* , 
plaint,  remonttraoce,  or  declaration,  or  other  addrefs,  to  the  King,  or  to  both 
Houfes,  or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for  aUeration  of  matters  eftabliihed  in 
church  or  ftate,  or  for  the  purpoTe  or  on  tbe  pretext  of  deliberating  upon  any 
grievance  in  church  or  ftate,  unlcfs  notice  of  the  intention  to  hold  fu^h  mMtiog, 
and  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the  fame  ihall  be  propofed^o.be  hol- 
denj  and  of  the  purpofe  for  which  the  fame  /hall  be  propofed  to  be  hoMci},  ihall 
be  given,  in  the  namea  of  Ustn.  perfons  at  the  .lea^  being  houfeholdert  refidenC 
wl^n  the  county,  city,  or  place  where  fuch  meeting  ihall  .be  propofed  to  bf 
holden,  whofe  places  of  abode  and  defcriptions  St^iiX  be  inferted  in  fuch  notice,- 
tnd  which  notice  ihall  be  given  by  pi^lic  advertifement  in  fume  pyblic  mewipaper 
^foally  circulated  in  the  county  and  diviilon  where  fuch  meeting  ihall  he  holdeA 
fire  days  at  the  leaft  before  fuch  meeting  ihall  be  holden,  or  ihall  be  delivered  ia 
manner  herein-after  mentioned  \  and  that  fuch  notice  ihall  not  be  inferted  in  any 
fuch  newfpaper  unlefs  the  authority  to  infert  fuch  notice  fhall  be  ligned  by  fevea 
perfoniat  thcleai^,  bein^  houfeholders  refidcnt  within  the  county,  city,  or  place 
where  fuch  meeting  (hall  be  propofed  to  be  holden,  and  named  in  fuch  notice, 
and  unleis  fuch  authority^  fo  (igned,  (hall  be  written  at  the  foot  of  a  true  copy  of 
fuch  notice,  and  (hall  be  delivered  to  the  perfon  rct^uired  to  infert  the  fame  in  any 
/uch  newfpaper  as  aforefaid  ;  which  j)erfon  (hall  caufe  fuch  notice  and  authority  to 
be  carefully  preferyed,  and  (hall  alfo,  at  any  time  ^5xfx  fuch  notice  (hall  have 
been  inferted  in  fuch  paper,  and  within  fourteen  days  after  the  day  on  which  fuch 
'meeting  (hall  be  had,  produce  fuch  notice  and  authority,  and  caufe  a  true  copy 
'thereof  (if  required)  to  be  delivered  to  any  jufticc  of  the  peace  for  the  count)^ 
xity,  town,  or  place,  where  fuch  perfon  (hall  refide,  or  where  fuch  newfpaper 
i(haU  be  printed,  and  who  (hall  require  the  fame  \  and  in  cafe  any  perfon  (hall  in« 
jfssx  any  fuch  notice  in  any  newfpaper,  without  fuch  authority  as  afortfaid,  or  in 

car« 
3K2 
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much  more  than  common  arts  had  been  ufed  to  prevent  people 
from  figning  it,  and  inducing  them  to  fign  the  other  petition 

frefehted  by   a  noble  duke  a  few. days  fmce  (the  Duke  of 
^ortland).     To  convince  the  houfe   that  no  unfair  means  ^ 

had 

cafe  any  perfon  to  whom  amy  Aich  notice  and  authority  (hall  have  beenjddivered 
for  th«  purpofe  of  inferting  fticK  notice  in  any  fuch  newfpap^r  as  aibreiaidf  ihaU 
refufe  to  ptfodtice  (%ch  notice  and  authority,  or  to  deliver  a  tr«e  copy  thenof^  b;-  ' 
ij^  theifunto  required  as  aforefaldy  within  three  days  after  fueh  produAion  and 
copy>  or  either  of  them»  (hall  have  been  fo  required)  every  fuch  perfon^  for  every 
filch  aikaet,  ihaU  loifeit  the  fum  of  My  pounds  to  any  per(ba  who  ftiatl  foe  for 
the  fame. 

Pfovided  ahvaysi  neverthetefs,  and  be  it  further  enadied  by  the  authority  afore- 
fady  that  it  i^Att  be  lawful  to  deKvfcr  any  fuch  notice  as  aforefaid,  figned  by  the 
f:veii  perfons  in  whofe  names  fuch  notice  fliall  be  given,  with  their  places  of  abode, 
and  deftriptions,  five  days  at  the  leaft  befoic  the  day  on  v^ch  fuch  meeting  fliall 
be  holden,  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  ridinfr,  or  divifiorij  within 
which  fnch  meeting  ihall  be  propofed  to  be  holden ;  and  fuch  derk  of  the  peacn 
ihall  fbrtjiwith,  and  withoot  delay,  fend  a  true  copy  of  fbch  notice,  v^ifh  fuch 
fipiatnrtt  and*  additions  as  aiorefaid,  to  three  juftices  of  the  peace  at  the  leaft,  of 
fuch  county,  rldingi  or  divifion,  then  refident  within  fuch  county,  riding,  q( 
dividon ;  or  in  cafe  the  jnftiees  of  the  peace  of  the  city,  borough,  or  town 
where  fuch  meeting  /hall  be  propofed  to  be  holden,  (hall  have  exdufive  jurif-* 
diiBlon,  then  to  three  of  fuch  juftices,  if  (b  many  (hall  then  be  reGdent  wlthiit 
Axch  jurifdl^lon,  and  if  not,  then  tofo  many  of  fuch  ju(tices  as  (hall  be  reGdent 
within  fuch  exdufive  jurifdi^on  $  and  in  fuch  cafe,  fuch  notice  fo  given  by  fuch 
iheans  as  aforefaid^  (hall  be  as  ef!efiuai,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  the 
ftme  had  been  given  by  public  advertifement,  infcrted  in  any  fuch  ncwfpaper  a% 
afordaid. 

And  be  it  further  enadied  by  the  authority  afore(a!d,  that  all  meetings  of  any 
defcrlptlon  of  perfons,  exceeding  the  number  of  fifty  perfons,  (other  than  and  ex- 
cept as  afbre£ii'd),  which  (hall  be  holden  without  fuch  previous  notice  as  aforefa  d, 
for  the  purpofc  or  on  the  pretext  of  confiJering  of  or  preparing  any  petition,  com- 
plaint, remonftrance,  declaration,  or  other  ad^refs,  to  the  King,  or  both  Houfes, 
Or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for  alteration  of  matters  eiVablifhed  in  church  or 
ftate,  or  for  the  purpofe  or  on  the  pretext  of  deliberating  on  any  grievance  in 
church  or  (late,  (hall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  unlawful  alTcmbUes. 

And  be  it  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if  any  perfons,  exceed- 
jpg  the  number  of  fifty,  being  aBembled  contrary  to  the  provifions  herein- 
before contained,  and  being  required  or  comltianded  by  any  one  or  more  jufticc  or 
jurticcs  of  the  peace,  or  by  the  (heriff  of  the  county  o?  his  under  Qienffy  or  by 
the  mayor  or  other  hejd  officer  or  juftice  of  die  peace  of  any  city  or  town  cor- 
perate,  where  fuch  aflembly  (hallbe^  by  proclamation  to  be  made  m  the  King^s 

namo 
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had  been  ufed  to  get  figifatures  to  this  petition,  and  that  no 
improper  pcrfons,  or  any  under  age,  had  been  allowed  to  ft^n 
]t»  he  would  read  a  certificate  to  that  effe(3,  fubfcribed  by  the 
committee  appointed  to  infped  the  figning  of  it,  and  when  he 

read 

muatf  In  the  form  bncm-after  dire^led,  to  d'.fperictheiiiCelvesy  and  peaceably  to 
depart  to  tbeT  habitations,  Qt  to  their  lawful  bulinefs,  iiaU,  to  the  number  of  • 
twelve  or  tnore«  notwlthilandlng  fuch  pruclamatioD  made,  lemain  or  coot'nua 
togetlier  by  the  r^jace  of  one  hour  after  fuch  command  or  requcft  made  by  pn>« 
cUmation,  that  then  fuch  continuing  tog-thcrr  to  the  number  of  twebe  or  more, 
after  fuch  command  or  leqneft  made  by  prociamacion,  ihall  be  adjudged  Moof 
vnthout  benefit  of  clergy,  and  the  oiTcndcis  therein  {hail  be  adjudged  fetona,  and 
iha^  fofi^er  death,  as  in  cafe  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  jaforefaid,  chat  the  order  and  form 
of  the  proclamation  to  be  mad*  as  aibrefaid  flrall  be  aa  heieaftnr  fbUowcthj  (that 
it  to  iay),  the  j%iftice  of  the  peace,  os  other  perfon  authorized  by  thia  aA  to  make 
thd  fatd  proclaraation,  fliaU,  among  the  (aid  peribns  aflembled,  or  as.  near  to, 
them  as  he  canfafely  come,  with  a  loud  voice  command,  or  caufe  to  be  com-  , 
manded,  £lence  to  be,  while  proclamation  ia  making,  andjaf^r  (hat  flxall  openly 
and  with  a  load  voice  make,  or  caufie  to  be  made,  proclamation  in  thefe  wordi^ 
or  lllcs  in  efie^ 

<  OUR  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  chargeth  and  commanJeth  all  perfons  bejn^ 

*  aflembled  immediately  to  difpcrfe  thcmfelvc?,  and  peaceably  to  depart  to  their 

*  habitations  or  to  their  lawful  bufmcfs,  upon  the  pains  contained  in  the  afl^ 
<  made  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  oi  King  George  the  third,  for  the  more  efeffud//j 

*  preventing Jiditisus  meetings  and  ajfevtbliesm 

'  GOD  five  the  KING.* 

And  be  It  further  enadvd  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  ia  cafe  any  meeting 
(hall  be  holden,  in  purfuance  of  any  fnch  notice  as  aforefaid,  and  the  purpofc  fo^ 
which  the  fame  (hall  in  fuch  notice  have  been  declared  to  be  holden,  or  any  mat^* 
ter  which  ihall  be  in  fuch  notice  propofcd  to  be  propounded  or  deliberated  upon  at 
fuch  meeting,  Hiall  purport  that  any  matter  or  thing  by  law  cftabliihed  may  be 
altered  otherwife  ilian  by  the  authority  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Coxnmens,  in 
ParliameaC  aflembled,  or  Hiall  tend  to  incite  or  ftir  up  the  people  to  hatred  or 
contemptof  the  perfon  of  his  Majeily,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbra,  or  of  t'le  govern- 
ment and  conftitution  of  this  realm,  aa^by  law  eftabliflied,  it  ihall  be  lawful  for 
one  or  more,  juftke  or  juftices,  or  the  iheriif  of  the  coumy  where  fuch  meeting 
ihall  be,  or  for  the  mayor  o{  other  bead  officer,  or  any  juftice  of  the  peace  of  any 
city  or  town  corporate,  where  any  fuch  meet'ng  ihall  be,  by  proclamation,  to  re- 
quire or  command  nhe  perfons  there  aiTembled  to  difperfe  themfelvesj  and 
if  any  perfons,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  being  fo  required  or  com* 
Ipandcd,  by.pxoclamatiua  to  be  made  ia  the  King*!  name,  ia  the  form  herein- 

Wbic 
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read  their  names,  be  was  fure  there  were  many  noble  Idrd* 
whd  muft  know  that  they  were  as  rcfpeaable  as  any  that 
could  be  mcntinncd.  They  were  James  Mansfield,  Henry 
Erfkinci  Charles   Hay,  Robert  Fcrgufon,  and  a  few  more 

equally 

Wore  direae^,  to  dlfpetfe  tbemfelvcs,  and  peaceibly  to  deput  to  their  htbFf  i* 
nons»  or  eo  their  lawful  hofinefsy  Ihally  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  not- 
witbftanding  fuch  proclamation  made,  remain  or  continue  together  by  the  i^ce 
•f  one  boor  after  fuch  command  or  requeft  made  by  proclamation,  thai  then 
fiich  continuing  together  to  the  number  of  tweheor  more,  aftw  fuch  command  or 
icfoeil  made  byproclanution,  (hall  be  adjudged  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
and  tlie  cflfenders  therein  ihall  be  adjudged  felona,  and  ihall  fuffer  death,  ai  ii» 
cafe  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  tt  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefud,  that  if  any  one  or  mote 
jnitice  or  juftjces  of  the  peace,  prefent  at  any  meeting  requiring  fuch  notice  as 
aforefaid,  fhatl  think  fit  to  order  any  perfon  or  pcifona  who  (hall  at  ^ch  maa6ag 
ffoceed  to  propound  or  maintain  any  propofitlon  fbr  altoring  any  thing  by  law 
cftablifhed,  otherwife  than  by  the  authority  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons^ 
in  Parliament  afiembled,  or  (hSA  wrHfMly  and  advtfedJy  make  any  piopofition, 
«r  bold  any  difcourfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  inciting  and  Ikirring  up  the  people  to 
liatred  and  contempt  of  the  perfon  of  his  Majefty,  his  heir,  or  fucccflbra,  or  the 
gpvernmeat  and  conftitution  of  this  re;dm,  as  by  law  efbbiiihed,  to  be  taken  into 
cu  'ody,  to  he  dealt  with  according  to  law ;  and  in  cafe  the  faid  julVice  or  juftices,  or 
any  of  them,  or  any  peace  officer  ading  under  their  or  any  of  their  orders,  fhall  be 
ohftruded  in  taking  into  cuftody  any  perfon  or  prions  fu  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
coffaxly,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe  it  fiiall  be  lawful  for  any  fuch  juftice  or  juftlccs 
thereupon  to  make,  or  caufe  to  be  made,  fuch  proclamation  as  aforefaid,  in  man^ 
■cr  aforefaid  ^  and  if  any  perfons,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  being  required 
•r  commanded  by  fuch  prodamatio^  to  difpcrfe  thcmfelves,  and  peaceably  to  de- 
fort  as  aforlefaid,  ihall,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  notwithftaoding  fuch 
ptoclamation  made,  remain  or  continue  together  by  the  fpace  of  on«  hour  gfter 
Ibcb  command  or  requeft  made  by  proclamation,  th4t  then  fuch  continuing  together 
to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  after  fuch  coii\mand  or  requeft  made,  by  pro- 
clamation, (hall  be  adjudged  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and  the  of&ndecs 
therein  fiialt  be  adjudged  felons,  and  ihall  fuffer  death,  as  in  cafe  of  felony' withf 
out  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enaAed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  evrry  juftice  and 
joftices  of  the  peice,  flieriff,  under  fheriff,  mayors  and  other  head  officer  afore, 
iiid,  is  and  are  hereby  authoiifed  and*empowered,  on  notice  or  knowledge  Of  any 
fuch  meeting  or  afTtmbly  as  is  herein-beforc  mentioned,  to  refort  to  the  place 
vhere  fuch  n.eeting  or  alTembly  ihall  be,  or  ihall  be  intended  to  be  holdcn,  or  Coi 
any  part  thereof,  uni  there  to  do,  or  order  or  caufe  to  be  done,  aXiuch  a£h,  mat- 
Ccrs,  and  thin^^  as  the  cafe  xnjy  re^urre^  y^jkh  they  are  htrtb,  cnal.lpd  {p  do,  «r 

ordered 
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equally  well  known  and  refpeded.  When  He  faid  that  nobodj 
had  figned  it  that  was  not  of  fufficient  age,  it  was  becaufe 
fomc  very  young  gentlemen,  who  thought  it  would  be  a  man* 
ly  thing  to  have  their  names  there,  had  wi(hed  to  fign  it^  but 

were 

•rdcird  to  W  done^  or  wlrich  they  are  otherwifc  by  la^  enabled  to  do,  or  orirtt^ 
to  be  done ;  and  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  all  and  etery  jttftice  of  Oie  peace.  Aeriii^ 
under  fiierUf»  mayor,  and  other  head  officer  as  aforefaid,  to  take  and  rehire  the 
alllilaoce  of  any  number  of  conftables  or  other  officer*  of  the  peace,  witbia  th»r 
refpedive  diftrids,  or  within  the  diftrid  or  place  wherein  every  fuch  meeting  ai 
hereln-before  mentioned  Aall  be  holden ;  which  cooftables  and  other  officers  of  die 
)ieace  are  hereby  required  to  attend  atcordiagly  fuch  juftice«,  AerifF,  under  iheriff, 
mayor,  or  other  head  officer  refpedltvcly,  and  to  give  fuch  aififtance  as  fluU  he 
aecrffiiry  for  the  due  execution  of  this  a^ 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  afoivfaid,  that  if  fuch  perfoni  1» 
aflembied  as  aforeiat'f ,  or  twelve  or  more  of  them,  afcer  any  proclamation  made 
in  mannar  aforefaid,  ihill  condnue  together,  and  not  difperfe  themfclves  widiitt 
one  hour,  that  then  it  ihall  and  may  be  hwful  to  and  for  every  joftice  of  the 
peace,  ihenff,  or  under  flieriH'  of  the  county  where  fuch  aiTcmbiy  ihall  be,  ani 
alio  to  and  for  every  high  or  petty  cOnftable,  and  other  peace  officer  widiia 
fuch  county,  aa4  alfo  to  and  for  every  mayor,  juftice  of  the  peace,  iheri/f,  and 
other  head  offioer,  high  or  petty  cooftable  and  otlier  peace  officer,  of  any  city  or 
town  corporate  where  fuch  afiembiy  (Kail  be,  and  to  and  for  fuch  other  perfon  and 
peifons  as  /hall  be  commanded  to  be  affifting  unto  any  fuch  juftice  of  the  peace, 
(herl/f  or  under  fheriflf^  mayor,  or  other  head  officer  aforefaid,  who  are  berehf 
authorifed  and  empowered  to  command  all  his  Majcfty*s  fubjeds,  of  age  and 
ability,  to  be  alfiiting  to  them  therein,  to  feise  aad  apprehend,  and  they  am 
hereby  required  t9  feixe  and  apprehend,  fuch  periona  fo  afTembled  and  con- 
•tinuiag  together  after  proclamation  made  at  aforefaid,  and  forthwith  bo  cany 
the  peifons  ia  apprehended  before  one  or  more  of  his  Majefty*s  juOices  of  cha 
peace  for  the  county  or  place  where  fuch  perfona  (hall  be  fo  apprehended,  in  order 
to  their  being  proceedtd  againft  for  fuch  offimces  according  to  law  5  and  chitif  tha 
pcrfons  Ca  aflembled,  or  any  of  them,  ffiail  happen  to  be  killed,  maimed,  or  bait 
in  the  difperfing,  feiclng,  or  apprehending,  or  endeavouring  to  difperfe,  felze,  or 
apprehend  them,  by  reafon  of  their  refiilingthe  perfons  fo  difperfing,  foiling,  or 
apprehending,  or  endeavouring  to  difperfe,  feize,  or  apprehend  them,  that  then 
every  fuch  joftlce  of  the  peace,  fiieriff',  under  iherlif,  mayor,  head  officer,  hi^  or 
petty  conftabie,  or  other  peace  officer,  and  all  and  lingular  perfons,  being  aiding 
and  affilHng  to  them  or  any  of  them,  fliall  be  foec,  difcharged,  and  indemnified, 
asweHaga'nftthe  Klng^s  Majeily,  hi 3  heirs  and  fucceAbrsr,  as  againft  all  and 
every  other  perfoi^  and  perfons,  of,  for,  or  concerning  the  killing,  maiming,  or 
hurting,  «r  aoj^fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  afTembled,  that  ihaU  happen  Co  be  & 
JUlted,  maimed,  or  hurt  as  afortfaid.  , 

Ptovided  always,  aod  be  it  further  cna^ed  by  the  authority  aforofal^,  that  if 

any 
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Upon,  being  told,  ih^,  from.tbcir  youths  they  could  not  be  ad'^ 
niitted,  had  afterwards  gone  and  finned  the  other  petition.  His 
lordOiip  took  occaiion  to  advert  to  the  late  lranfa«5lion$  in  £din^ 
burgh  between  the  hculty  of  advoc9te$»  and  their  late  dean ; 

Mr. 

sny  peribn  ot  perfons  do  or  ihaMy  with  force  and  afms,  wilfully  and  kndvingly 
oppofe,  obibiidy  or  in  any  manner  wilfully  and  knowingly  let,  hinder,  or  hurt* 
Viy  judice  of  the  pea.e,  or  other  perfon  authtfrised  u  af»refaidy  who  (hall  attend 
any  fuch  meeting  at  aforefaid^  or  who  (hall  he  going  to  attend  any  fuch  meetings 
or  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  ihall  begin  to  prodain,  or  go  to  proclaim,  according 
to  any  proclamation  hereby  dire£ked  to  be  made,  whereby  fuch  proclamation  (hall 
not  be  made^  that  then  every  fuch  oppotiog,  obftru^ng,  letting,  hindering,  or 
hurting,  any  fuch  juftice  or  other  perfons  fo  authorised  as  aforel'aid,  and  ib  attend* 
ing,  or  going  to  at^c^l  any  fach  meeting^  or  any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  begin* 
ning  or  going  to  make  any  fuch  proclamation  as  afbcefaid,  ihall  be  adjudged  ielony 
without  benefit  of  clergy,  and  the  offenders  therein  ihall  be  adjudged  felons,  and 
flull  faffer  death  as  in  cafe  of  felony  wititout  benefit  of  clergy  j  and  that  air» 
every  fuch  peirfon  or  perfons  fo  being  aHembied  as  albrefaid,  to  the  number  of 
fifty  or  more  as  aforefaid,  to  whom  any  fuch  proclamation  as  aforefaid  /hould  or 
ought  to  have  been  made,  if  the  fame  had  not  been  hindered  as  aforefaid,  fiiftU 
lUcewife,  in  cafe  they  or  any  of  them,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  ihall 
continue  together,  and  not  difperfe  themfelves  within  one  hour  after  fuch  let  or 
hindrance  fo  made,  having  knowledge  of  fuch  let  or  hindrance  fo  made,  ihall  be 
adjudged  felons,  and  ihall  fuiier  death  At  in  cafe  of  felony  without  benefit  of  cler-> 
gy ;  and  that  alfo,  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  fo  being  at  any  fuch  afTembty  a» 
aforefaid,  ihall  with  force  and  arms  wilfully  and  fchowingly  oppofe,  oblbud,  or ' 
|n  any  manner  wilfully  and  knowingly  let,  hinder,  or  hurt,  any  juiVce  of  the 
peace,  or  other  magiilrate,  or  any  peace  officer,  in  apprehending  or  taking  into 
coftody,  in  exeention  of  any  of  the  provifions  of  tliis  ad  hetein-befbre  conUuned, 
any  perfon  or  perfons,^  or  endeavouring  fo  to  do,  that  then  eveiy  fuch  oppofingi 
obflruding,  letting,  hindering,  or  hurting,  ihall  be  adjudged  fislony  without 
benefit  of  clergy^  and  the  ofinndecs  therein  ihall  he  ajudged  felons,  and  ihaLl  fefTer 
death  as  in  cafe  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  anthority  atfbrefaid,  that  the  fiierifili  depute  and 
their  fubititute^fiewards  depute  and  their  fubAitutes,juiHces  of  the  peace,  magifbate^ 
(^  royal  boroughs,  and  all  other  inferior  judges  and  magiilrates,  and  alfo  alt  high  and 
petty  conftables  or  other  peace  officers,  of  any  county,  ftewdrtry,  city,  or  town,  withi^ 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  ihall  have  fuch  and  the  fame  powers  an4 
authorities,  for  putting  this  prcient  ad  in  eaecycion  within  Scotland^  as  the  jnfticetf  of 
the  peace  and  other  magiibates  aforefaid  refpedively  have,  by  virtue  of  this  ad» 
within  and  for  the  other  parts  of  this  kingdom ;  and  that  all  and  every  peifon  and 
perfons  who  ihall  at  any  time  be  convided  of  any  of  the  ofiencc«  afore*2nenti«ned 

within 
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Mr*:Hcnry^rskinCy  to  whofe  talents  and  charadler  he*bore 
teilimpny  ii^  terms  of  the  warmeft  eulogy.^  He  declared  ht 
/incerely  lamented  that  any  political  opinions  or  minifteriai, 
cab^iinould  have  ii^tecrupted  the  indep^n^lejuce  that  (o\pDg^ 
..  *  ptc- 

within  duit  part  of  Great  Brit4in  calkd  ScotUad,  (kkXl  (or  etneiy  foch  offttiot 
lacor  and  fufik  thepmn  of  '^iCMh^  and  cohtikatlon  of  idoy«iiWak  .  :.  -.:  *. 
.  AaI  whextaKcmtalii  taou&%  nomt  or  placciy  wichU  ika  skm  of  L«ij<m.an4 
WcftfiMivftar,  aiid  in  (ha.AcijJtbovrlMO^  thereof,  ^din  ocbar  fdaceit  hate  of  ia^ 
boen  fipefiMlicly.ttied  fbc^be  pwfofc  oi  dcUvepng  Icaures  afvl,  di&oiirftaoBiHA 
CMoemitg  fuppoftd  f^hl^  friavances,  and  outtxra  xcUtbg,!^  ^iamn:  ^WA^^ 
iHtiam  «a4  fPvcnwieAf  and  po%y  of  thtfk  kii^dooi^  afid4>c|«Mig  anddtbopam 
on  and  concerning  the  fame  i  and  u^dcr  pretcnpc,  thifKof  Jl^P^M  o'  difcov^ 
^Ve'4«9»  dqlivfrcdy  aanl  dthauthfid,  (ending  to  |%.^hflKR|.aad  wmmgi  ^ 
^.M4^>ioyBl  P«ipPr  andxi£.che  gwiernmrnt  fud  iyiiv(Vp|f<qi|  ^  thaa«ealA 
Mf  b%hm  fiftahiiflmd  :  Beit  th^forncaaOed  by  tlK^t^jKyritg^a^Sweiiudy  tb<tinr«g 
Jbottfe,  seooBt:  or  &eVl»  or  other  pU«  where  ieduret  or  j^icouriet  Ihaii  be  dmyrndf 
or.pabUck. debate  ih4^,be  1^  on  or  ponorrning  ^9y^W^^.P^9^^S!^^P'^^ 
,aar  nat^  »^>M«'  ^- ^  i9W^rConftItm^i»  sgPVfmmBiKli  iV' m^^y^ <>C.!^ 
Jungdo^My  f^r  the  puipofe  of  raifiiy  or  coUe^ing  jjionqiy  or.a^  pfhec  JAio^Ui^ 
thiagv  fiom  the  perfoaa.adouttcd,  whether  fach  •hou^,r  room^  field,  orryUce^ 
fl^  be  open,  or  ufed,,  for  any  (Mchipuiyoie  alopeiror  for,  any  fu^eh  purpofe  togc^hjtr 
yn^.ffigf  ^I^Ji^^^h  ^,  voder  whatever  f«^<^«f  ^  Ous^  (^  ^  opened^ oi 
jfS^.XQ.  w|4c)i^any  {>pr(on  ihall,  bfc  admittedly  ttie^pa^rnaent  of  mone^,  or  by 
^iklie^  Xdid  for  qnoncy,  or  in  gwib^oce  of  ^  p«ying  or  giyingi  or  havipg-p«i^ 
.0^  IV^Attf  jOr  agifeliii^bveafter  to^p;^  or  give,  in.  any  n^annfr,  any  money  9r  oth$^ 
thiAg  fyf  or  in^rc^cA  of  hif  admiflion  into  f«u^  ^ie,  rpomi  fieU,  or  p^^;% 
unlefa  the  opening  or  ufing  of  fuch  houfe,  room^  ^d^  or  place^  fhall  haw  b^ 
.fmopfly  Uoonled  in  manper  heicin-after  mentioned^.  fliaU  be  deemed  a  diforderly 
hoore  HfP^MC,  aqd  the  perfon  by  whoni  fuch  houfe,  roon^  field,  or  place^  IhaU 
hiJo^^/ffA  pr  tt(e4,  %|1  ^jr^tt  th;  Cm^  ot  oa«  hundred  poi|nd8  for  eyecy  d^  jp 
,  ftiii^  fhat  ftich konkf  room,-  fieli^  ojr  place,  ihall  be  upenoji  or  uied  aa  aforeCu^ 
.  t^  Cuchpesjbn  ai  will  foe  /or  the  fame,  and  be  otherwise  puniibed  as  the  law  diic^ 
.In  caies  of  diAwi^  honfea  i  and  every  perfon  m«i)agipg  or  conduAi^g  the  proceed- 
IV»  or,»C|ing  M  moderator,  prafidenC,  or  shairman.  at  foeh  i^fe,  roomi  Bdif 
•  fn  pU«e»  ,nr  therein  debjUing^  or  delivering  any  diiconrie  or  ieQiiro  for  the  putp 
f^  nSotduit  and  aUb  every,  perfon  who  ihall  pay,  give,  colled^  or  ivce^f^  eg 
.  ag^  to  pay,,  give,  coUe^  oi  raeeivei  any  money  or  other  thing,  for  or  in  nfy^ 
of  the  admiflion  of  a^y  perfon  inti).  any  fiich  boufe,  room,  fiddj  or  plade,  or  flta}! 
deliver  fut,  diftrlbute,  orrecdve*  any  fuch  ticket  or  ticket*  asaibrefaidy  kaammg 
twkhoQfkf  rnqm^  ^Id»  or  place,  to  beopcncdoruMibrfndkpttfpQfe^  fliaU|(|r 
cvMty  f«fih  oSancc  fbrlcit  tlvcXum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to-Aidi  p«te  aa  wiUfigi 
forthe(ame»  ^  ,  ^      . 

V«i»  II.  2795.  3  h 
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pth'iiltdm  tfiitfacnWy^'oT  Which  ht'ii'j^s'ft  member,* an d.bai 
aaft^ayi'hcM  'rte  higKett  opinion  i  tut  thf  ir  prmcip?es  amj 
diariSer  yrei-ft  "fo  touch  *  changdS,  that  no  nranof  jommbn 
iSrrfe  cbuTd'thiirit' If lahy  pride  tfobelbng  to  tlicmv  He i^mdfi 
'^-  the 

»..  *' c  •■.•  •     "•;  ^'        ^:  ".'*        ■-  ..      ...  ;..       .     '^     ■      :  ,      .«/,:     '  .' / 

And  be  it  fvrthWtMAl^by  «l«»'tttitii«rky^f<»fstiftMy'  tbiii  «ay  ptdMk  who  ftalt 

il'ii#f  fiMe  hifQiA^  <^if^  iA,or  btihftri  llk»  or  ierftlf  m  tiiilM  tr  niMNft, 

ilBh^^f  itoMy  <^»iH  <^  r*^  «*  aforefiMiltDttb*  4eialel-4iid-  fiitMfr  <»  4««4 
pMKf  fat  iHilMto  <te  Aiiie'  it  ooMi^d  or  ure*«lMi«M»fik^'  ad  AairM  fiaUt  f»te 
iM ^t)iMkii«^  iiid  farmm u focfr,  so{#i«y(ttdl«g  lit' 4t fttffailitoV,  Mflkft 

€Mf tSu OWiMf W" OCCl^lCf "cRCfOlM* '  -.   .    <     .1..  »  .•  »<(<ii 

flBCtfuStf my  IraUKy  'iMitt)  uct^  oT'^io^  crt  van^  lidixT or^pttt'  uNtco!^ tiM^^ 
lvO|i6Uoo(9> 'VWrffor  ciwpwpoie-or  maxntttt^  lectin  cs  or  TBiLuuua/^iriDCpVBMCH 
ihlMUVy '  CMsltiwy  TO  ntppttnniOM  ttr  uns-  itu|^ti9|^t<rracM*iMMf^*'ttMil%'^f  |i||Mi^ 
«Dd 'dnb«A4i)5  Ili^a^ibiM  diucftf ; 'itijd  hi  dimr-fikhitfM^ttr 'jidiBdbsi  HiMk 

Vent  an(fmejlnn^^df^ft*aififj  M'ilf  &d-eife!y*^r^iryirMdMi'hii^.ficlUlfe^c^^ 
dliiiili<fV%rp<$^fi'i^'i»ff^«te;HT)6{(^^^  fi^td,'of 'pUe^^  'hi<i'<ifii.kfbt^'«^a0b*%1fe 

«fih|'fachni'dinlf^^<%3llfiro^';{c^e^  ta'aA^  fl^t^ 

^dftatlfoefeV't*i^fkln%!:^''^  ^"^^  '  <"      "''•'*  "^  '•'   '    '     '      "^  •-'•    '  '  •' 
■^l^r^tdc^  always-;  \nM  ft*  cnaded  ^  tfe^aS^fertlf 'iHiiifafd,  ^1?1hidf  te 

■*f Comity,  t\xf;%6^M'iti,  W  ^tlccr;  ^J'ftlJrtf'inVrti^  'hirtJf<^-'r(felft,*^^-%fiip 
^mi^ifttill  h^  ifif^iiiVd  t)S  if<3i^d)'4W  ^h'^tH  '^b'TTdJcircv'tfc^  df  t>ti!ldih^  A» 

'tt3lI^6^ie?H«d^,  m)tT(ritfifiihidkg  any  ilicR"  Ikn^'nft^  a»  af9r<HVtli/  -a^  difeMfetiy  IriHile 
WjiHbfcr  Viifiln<tlte-th<^ah}J!g'8rih^s  ;id  j'dncl'iffknd  «vefy^  |>rofiAttiift  betviiu 
itffbxis  co^itSiMfd  td^pCHng  any  houfe,  raohi;  fteld;«r  (lace,  horeih-lfe/Hit  db* 
«faY«di<bbiP  tidlfbfdHIy  liMreoridabhi^'lhftn  'fie-tp^I^  tb-fbcfa  hotif;  idkb,  6r 
«i'»ld9iig^  l^1le«fflMWBtbtferaM;  whtfte  (nth  .tdrtutUnce  Aatf  ftiiH*b««i9^T4foftd 
«»<aftVel<iid^findt^»Mry^p«^bkftefylrt^  (Wh  iditfHt^A^e 'IIIMU^  fMbtt  «lMi)m  •f 
Qse  hundred  pounds  to  any  {<<rfon  who  w'U  I'ue  fof  tht  fame.^  *'  *-  *-  *-* ' 

fc^A  t  r  .   .      .:►  #»6*IJed 


fhe  ijoble  di^e  (of  Portland)  €^  the  jnom^py  ti|«t  M  fhfW 
liiibri^cd  between  the  levn^d  geatlefpi^n  jiimI  ^  grage,  an4 
was  not  very  a^;ciou9  <o  flur^  his  J^^lings  Qfi.  the  occafi<^ 
He  remarked  ^hat  the  oppofition  to  bis  learned  friend  l^f 

*    :     '      .  .  Wfcn, 

Provided  ncverthdcfs^  and  be  It  ctui&^i.  by  the  authoi^  aforeCiI^  tt^t  It  IhatL 
•)>e  U\vful  for  twoor  Aore  jaiBcespf  the  peace  of  the  c<mQ£y,  city^  tp#;i»  or  pU^lV 
where  f^iy  boQfe»  room^or  other  ^  Iding  (hall  b^  dei^rom  so  •p^  %  .«|iy  <^>tl^ 
pvorpofes  aforafaid,  by  vrttiog  vnder  thi^ir  iiaadt  'and  Mh  r A^  the|r^nor|d  WrtlfP 
/eflton  ^  the  poaocy  ocat  j««y/pec^iiHI>0A  t^be  ^<J4  6*r  thie  j)acttf^u]«ffi»iu(pol^ 
fi»'^aa6alKeiife  (e  aiy  4,p|te  or  |i«ribnt  defiiivg  the  Anry^Cf^iipeftitt^  ^Hf* 
nioaVtor^ar.l^ildiipg^^  tho  piul^ife  of.dottvmo^  lof  pio^  ^fi^y  XucJ^  ^l4^l•l^ 
•or  ^U^ourOts  ^.afoffffia,  pn  my,  of -the  iii^fda  nfo^^iut^  ^.49^0^  b^ 

^BOM,  IhaU  be  paid,  and  the  fame  ihall  be  iixifiw^  Mk  yhMpacP  of  «iiAi|Mx^  i^ 
m^lanffi^  vt^wnykA  ipnqt  <il  .tUtte,;  tJieMia  \»%m  ^fmi^  y  atfd  w^i^Hi^eoce 
kf  ihiil  be  Invfoi  fcr  dw  ptAut  of  *e  foae  doimiyi'cJif » towo^'  ov  yl«c4|;Muiir 
jfttwinl  ^«aflev  MSon  «f  te  .poact^  ta  isvoke  and  Aedilre  tOA  %ii^  bo;  lhmii<i» 
force,  by  any  order  of  foch  juftices,  a  cqpy  whereof  ihall  be  delivevcd  to  or  ierve4 
QpOB  tic  peribnto  whom  the  IWd''lkence  fo  revoke!  duU  have*been  gmnced^  or 
ihal!  bekft  at'tbe  faonfe,  roomy  of  bttiUJag,  for  whle)i  fa<h  Ifeenct  /b^fl  h>r^ 
Ixen  granted,  and  therenpon  fiich  Uceike<ihxtlte/i<eaA4  detetlphiey  and*  be  thenccT- 
tKnOi  Qttserff  tbia  anA  or  iio  enccu 
"And  be  it  furCher  biikAed  by  th^  4iitb(^rity  afortraid;  that  ;iity  perfbn  enfitfod^o 
any  of  the  foffcitorea  aforefaid  may  fue.by  adion  of  debt  in  any  of  his  Majefty^s 
courts  of  record  at  Wef^mmfteTy  oris  the  courts  ofjulliclary  or  elchequcr  In  S^ot* 
land,  Mr  hen  thecaufe  of  a£^ion  ihall  arii^  In  Scotland,  in  which  action  it  iliatl  be 
iuificient  to  declare  that  the  defendant  is'indebteti  to  the  plaMtifTIn  the  fum  6f 
(beio^  tbp  foip  dcQi^ndpd  by  the  fald  .adipn)  being  forfeited  by  an  AA^ 
made  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  ihc  reign  of  his  Majcily  King  George  the  tliird, 
it  mdcnled,  bn  A£^.for  the  more  eifedwaliy  pretentiog  fedidbvis  meetings  and  a(!2m. 
-Ulet  i^Vand  the  ^atntiffifhenuU  recover  in  anyf«^hadion,ih^  have  his  full  cofb  : 
novaded  alfo^  that  if  any  a^on  or  fuh  ihall  be  brought  agaioft  any  perfon  for  an^ 
4hing  done  in  pvrfuance  iio4  in  execution  of  this  ad,  the  defendant  may  plead  die 
'mneral  lAu^e  j  .and  if  a.verdid  pafs  for  the 'defendant,  or  the  plalntiil' dilcontlhue 
Jus  of  her  a£Uon«  or  be  nooftiited,  or  jodgment  be  given  agaiail  the  pUint^ 
jjMn/lpofcjJefbidanl  ihailhairc  treble  cofts.     ..  ,      ,^ 

Pf^vided  ^o  $)iat  nothiqg  in  this  A^  coptained  ihall  be  .conilrued  to  extemi 
to  any  le^u««  ft  liafcoucfcs  to  ^*  jielWcreiM->  anx.\<^f  ^fcc  nniveriitics  <^  tb^ 
JtingAoms/by  any  meni>)cr«  ^eieofj  or  any  perfon*  a'uthprtzed^by  tlie  Chancellcf, 
y>:cCffyfi«llprf.w<^tWpr^'^  ,  , 
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VHfttti  and 'that.  Hie  tetter  t^aa  written  and  (tgned  bf  eight 
trien^  who  were  ertheir  under  the  immediate  influence  «af 
^^rnmcnt^  or  had- tea  under  obifgations  t6  the  prdent  mi- 
Skftert.'  '■     '  .-"^     •-  -^  .   .  .     •  ,.     >^    ,   . 

i  "tlhi  Lord  Chancfliar  Vfithai  to  avoki  perTonaltty^  and- acU 
ififtted  the  wit,  the  humour,  rhe  talrnts  and  abilities  oF>  tbe 
mm^d  gentlemen  alhided  to  their  uttnoit  extent ;  he  did 
tK)t,  however,'  think  rhcre  was  enough  of  the'- relative 
Tads,  before  the  houfe  to  decide  upon  ih&  propriety,  or  othcr- 
wife,  of  the  learned  gentleman's  condu3  upon  a  hite  occa- 
^n^  bfanne  ooght  not  to  be  laid  to  thofe  gentlemen  who 
'bad  di&pproved  of*his  condud.  He  knew  ontj  one  of  the 
lei]^  gentlemen  who  had  finned  the  kttera  to  Mr.  EvBrM^ 
•tfnd  he  was  fure  he  had  nothing  under  government,  or  to'^eat- 
^pcH^from  Miftifters }  he  could  not  luppofe  the  noble  lofA^had 
'Mf^iHiifion  tft Mr*  Hume.  '   •  ■    ^.  n 

-*  The'SariofXatudrJahfM^  that  his  penfonal  regard  for  Mr. 
^Hume^vfafuch  that  nobody  could  fttip«£l,  aor.wcMikfchft/betib* 
lowed tofiiy^  that,  he  meant  any  difrefpcAto:that  gB«|tfaiiu&^ 
r  .  ••'        .  ;   .    "  ■        '   •  .      .  •    .  •  ''.  '  , 

^    Frowkd  ^IbTo,  mif)  kfi  i<  ci>a^^»  that  no  payiocat  ^^A^  to  a«y  ftbooimaj^r.fr 

di&oQiftt  ddiTcred  .by Jvtfh  &hp9lnM&ci:,  m,  ocj^er  p^n^.  for  the  juftrmfltiaB  o^f 
•f  fuck  youth  as  fluU  be  oammitted  ot>  liit  jdAruAkkn,  iUU  bfc  4o8«M^>paiyaiiat 
dfjEOoacy  for  aidmlffioa  tofucfaJb^uxa  ordifeoQrfes.witluii  the  lAteoj^aa^  imui- 
iagofthiiA^ 

Provided  aUb^  that  nothing  m  this  a^  contained  ihall  be  deemed  to  take  tvnj 
or  abridge  any  provifions  already  anade  by  the  law  of  this  realm,  or  of  any  part 
hereof,  for  the  fupptelTion  or  paniihnieiit  of  any  pffence  whatsoever  defcnbcd  in 
this  aft. 

' '  And  be  it  further  ena£hd  by  the  authority  aforefaid|  that  this  i€t  ihatl  beopedly 
read  at  every  Epiphany  quarter  feflions  of  the  peace,  and  at  every  leet  or  law 

Provided  always^  that  no  perfon  &^1  be  profecuted  by  virtue  of  this  a^,  vnlef^ 
fuch  profecution  (hall  be  commenced  yrithin  fix  calendar  months  after  ilie  ofienec 
committed  ^  and  no  adipn  /hall  be  brought,  for  any  of  the  penalties  by  this  aft 
impofed,  onlefs  the  fame  Jhail  be  brought  within  three  calendar  mont!)s  next  afteib 

^the  offence  commitKd.  '* 

Provided  alfo,  that  thi«  aft  i))ail  cotnmence  and  have  e!!eft  within  the  city  of 

'London,  and  within  twenty  mile$  thereof,  from  the  day  next  after  the  ^ay  of  paf- 
iing  this  2&J  and  ihall  commence  and  have  eifeA  v/itliin  all  oihbr  parts  of  ^e 

*]cingclom,  from  the  expiration  oi  ieven  days  next  atter  the  day  of  paifingthis  ^Ct, 
aB<t  fltall  i>c  and  continue  in  ^rce  ibr  three  years  fxt>m  the  day  of  paffin|ftbis  aft, 

{ «pd  wKiU  the  ei»d  of  the  db)l|i  i^eat  kBon  4f  parliaoieiit* 

bowcvw 


Dec:  1 1 .]        WOODFAtt^S  P ARLf  AMEKT  ARV  MPORTS.         4^ 

howtver  tnuch  they  mi^t  have  diSered  upon  pattieubr  ^ueiU 
tion».  *  . .  ,     ; 

Tit  Eafl  9/  H^petoun  ftrinnoviflj  Meii6ti  the  faculty-  ti( 
advocated,  and  lamented  that  any  aifler^nce  of  opinion  &dM 
bave  taken  place  between  them  and  hi»  hooourahle  reiath^n^ 
of  whom  he  fpoke  with  great  alFedion  and  refpe£^4  His  lord** 
iUip  complained  that  Dr.  Monro's  nanie  was  nTcd  as  a  figita? 
ture  to  the  petition,  and  read -an  affidavit  (bting  that  he  bul 
never  feenit.  T 

The  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.     ^ 

Lord  Grey  de  HHbon  prefented  a  petition  frdm  the  gentle* 
men,  merchants,  mamifa^rers,  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  <f 
Mafichefter,  in  favour  of  the  bilk.  Ordered  to  lie  on  (he 
table.  .       '  ' 

The  EdtlofDerhyUM^  that  he  had  Do  objefiKon  whatever  to 
make  to  the  petition  juft  prefented  by  the  noble  lord  lying  on 
the  taUe^  He  believed-it  tb  be  figned  by  many  gentlemen  cf  the 
firft  chara^r  and  refpe£bbility  in  M«ichefbsr,  and  he  had  n4^ 
doabt  but  the  number  mentioned  by  the  ndblelord  was  a£hnK 
1y  figned  to  it.  He  (hould  bnly  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe^ 
that  he  held  a  petition  in  his  hand,  which  purported  alfo  to^  be 
the  petition  of  the  fame  defcription  of  perfons  in  the  town  «if 
Mancheiler,  as  the  other  petition  did,  arid  was  figned  by  (bvetlk 
teen  thoufiuid  eight  hundred  and  twenty » fiir«  Before  he  mo^ 
chat  the  petition  (hould  be  read,  he  begged  to  fay  a  fisw  woi€a 
as  to  the  hiftory  of  it,  which  was  briefly  this :  when  the  ta» 
habitants  firft  determined  to  petition  againft  the  bills,  feve fbI 
very  refpeAable  chara^ers  figned  a  requifition  to  the  B^rough^ 
reeve  and  conflables  (who  are  the  principal  officers  there)  to 
call  a  public  meeting.  They  refufed  to  do  it ;  on  which  a  re- 
queft  was  made  to  Sir  John  Mofeley,  the  Lord  of  the  manor, 
fortheufe  of  the  market-houfe' for  that  purpofe.  This  was 
refufed  alfo ;  but  the  reafon  affigned  was,  that  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  let  it  be  ufed  for  any  public  meeting  whatever. 
In  a  few  days  however  his  fteward,  it  feems,  had  aAually  let  k 
to  the  perfons  who  figned  the  petition  brought  up  by  Lord 
Grey,  who  held  a  puUic  meeting -in  it,  where  the  matter  of 
that  petition' was  publicly  difcufled  and  determined  upon. 
Thofet  therefore,  who  were  defirous  of  promoting  the  othar 
Itetition  were  then  under  a  neccffity  of  calling  a  meeting  by 
liand-bilTs,  which  was  held  in  the  open  air,  m  an  adjoining 
'field,  on  account  of  the  va((  numbers  who  attended,-  and  at 
that  placci  the  petition  which  he  had  to  prefent  was  agreed 
iipon.  •  If  was  alfo  neceffafyto  iriform  the  Houfe,  that  in  the 
}iand-bins  cih:aha(ted'fdr  the  cklllng  this  Metling,  every  ad- 
monition 


^  omkipn  was  given  to  the  people  toaS  ^d  dcwjwx  thsw&Wfj^ 
peaceably:  thaffhejr  did  fo;  and  the  gfcatetf  order  and rcg^ifer 
iHj  prevailed,  till  jjaft  before  the  mfsedng  fepitf^di^.M^niibcy 
Vcre  aflailed  b/  a  gfcat  mob  of  women,  beaded  by  a  ctergy man^ 
Vrbo  ioftilted  tbem  wieh  the  frpflefi  language  lor  jlpme  Ume» 
and  afterwards  pelted  them  wtth  ftoncs;-  -that  i^tm^pi\riics 
Vereandie4  ta». and  very  properly  iiKer/exed>  zni  J^n^e'.of 
thefe  peribiie  w^se  i|pprebetided^  aod  afterwards  diiUij^rgej^; 
jetthebufiffiefi,  on  inquiry,  bore  fo  Uack  a  complexioni  tbaf 
the  ffingiftnites  had  tfaoufht  prq:)er  to  fun^roon  ^feyeral  of 
tipoff  peribns  to  aUe^d  before  them  on  a  fyture  day^^  to  anfwer 
fcr  their  condnd.  Another  thing  his  idrdfliip  fiaied.  * iand' by 
^yof  •QCQi^ntipg  fpr the petitioa  he.  fkre^nted  not  being 
figned  by  a  great  nnmber»  was,  that  a  pedTon  who  had  in  hi^ 
l^dleffion  one  flcin  of  parchment^  on  which  w«s  /ii^^fciibediour 
hundred  namte  and  upwards,  was  way*)aid,  fejzcd^  and  pul- 
led into  a  houfef  Ms  petioion  forcibly  .takje^n  from  hii^,  toro 
•o  pieces,  and  bttrot  before  his  face«  His  lordibip  faid,  i^^ 
ihoixU  polibly  on  a  future  day  have  odcaTioh  ;q  lifojjble  their 
Jcrdibips,  and  appeal  to  them  iipon  &>  flagrant  a  bceach  of  tHr 

privileges  of  that  bonfe. 

.    His  kcdflup  ftated^  itbat  the  pctitioi^  after  ha'Vi/>g  beep 
JIgreed  to,  was  left  for  fi^^iiatures  at  two  hottfcs,  wbjch  Mrere 
lUiUicly advcrtifed aS'the  ^ilacesfor perfoos tojrcfqrt towjbochoip 
xm  go  vpIuDtarily  to  fign  their  naasefi  i  that,  on  ac<:o4nr  ^of '  tb^ 
gMat  extent  of  the  t^ywn  of  MancbeAer,  fe^/era]  hou(e6  were 
ineotioped  where  it  was  ;toiie  for  ftgiiature«.     TKel^  houfe^ 
wen  an  threatened)  that  if  ^they  gc^rmitted  a  petitioo  .to  lie  fo;- 
signatures,  all  who  did  fo  fhould  lofe  their  Hcesce  on  the  ne?cc 
Jkence-da^,  .and  pnly  two  could  be   found  who  had  virtue 
/enough  to  reftft  fuch  illegal  andfc^aioii^'  cnenaces.    HAviog: 
;^flbited  and  pointedly  argued  upon  thefe  fa<^  he  i7U>vco  th^t 
tit  night  be  read,  and  afterwards  that  it  might  lie  on  ;the  tabl^ 
t  Xw-rf  Grey  di  /<f^//f«r , admitted  what  Lord  Ifcrby  had  men- 
tioned as  to  the  ript  by  ^  mob  of  wonsen.    Ho  did  nipt  den^ 
itfaat  there  were  coany  very  r^rpe^laj[;lc;  names,  to  the^^t<;ioii 
^refentffd  by  his  Jordflijp  \  but  he  cpntended  Aat  j^h^^ntio^ 
vhjoh  Jhe  Iwd  hinafcjf  prpfctUed  contained'  more '^^gi^.tiVes  ^ 
Khatdefcriptiotu     He  read  a  letter^  whitb  )n^as  auoh'^mpu 
w  which  il  was  sJTerted,  that  thofe  who  wereinjfairogi'  fif 
:|ietitiona  «gaii|ft,;tbe  rbill  were  f nemies  to  t^ goVeGnm^^ni. 
This  I\i9  lorjdftiip  aft^wards  ejcpkijnyed  tolmean  ei^epiics'^ 
/xnininers..  .      :      ,      •    i 

. ,  Liri  Gr^ville^  denied  that  thefe  .mcafurbs  Ixkd  ahiT  Tuicp 
<ffc^^and,theiw  jifpc«  |hRfo;.<^  w^OJ^.M  w*s  o»f4:^!»\wcfie 

corivrncc4 
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convinced  lliat  the  Bills  were  abfolutcly  iieccflafjr  for  iht 
pr^ff  rvpliai^'  gf  014^  Qpi^icy^iop  :  not  aoly  our  confUtutiony 
^utTorjt^^vcr>y  r^fety  offtngoverhiaent^.a^  of  focial  qrdef 
)tfclf;  \iix  ftac  view,  tHoft'  who  fupported  tbepi  might  be 
caljcd  tK^  ehqmics  of  the  conftitutiqn,  '  .  ;  . 
".'  n^ Sari oj  Dirty  (^id,  that'lf  thpfe  who  pppofed  the  uncoo^^ 
'ftitufional  and  opfTreflfive  tn^fures  bfth^  prerentadminidratioa^ 

.  VhoVei;«.,ftriking  a?,  the  rbot  of  every  right  andprivilege  thaf 
was  dear  to  £ngl{^pi;ny.\ifcre  t^  be  deex^ed  enemies  of  go>:» 

.  Vj^mmcnt;  he  was  pjft>u(l,^o  ^e  ranked  amongft  th;it  numter  : 
an<f  vvfiite  he  tived,^n4  qninjfli^rs  continued  to  a£l  in  the  arfaif» 
trafy  pajnncr  (hey  4i4»*  &e  Would  oevcr  ceafe  to  ma)ce  b^ 
voice  |)c^rd  againlt  theni^k  ^oth  in  that  Houde  and  to  die 
.world  at'.|arffie»     ^  '    '  .  .^     .       , 

J  ,  The'BtirT.  of  i^quJler4^li,  ^dj^  that  what ;  the  noMe  lorA 
tLoirJ  Grey)  had  (aid  of  the  ^people  of  Lancashire,  consider- 
ing Jthpfe  ^who  were  inirp^cal  (o^  and  oppofer^  of  ^he  mea{i|ft^ 
*df  inii>i/i^r5>  J^s  ^he'c/icmio  of  government^  fliewed  What  be 
did/hot  lc4?9W  befor^vjx^  fhaUhc  Lancalbire  i\i\cSt  and  ^h^c 
^of  his' own  country  was,  in  that  refpe£t,  much  upon  a  par  ^ 
'iaScQttaiWy  he  kpeiy  {c  ^as^a  fettled  and^ed  point,,  that  all 
.yho'op^io^the.iqpf^^  ^wcrc  to  bcdcenficd 

^the  eneiBie^  oTg9v^rnij[\entj.a  fca^ndalpqs  ^ry^rrion  of  e^- 
jfreflion,afi^lai^uag(^Vbi<5lih^  'ft''opg  .termi^.' 

Thc£9titio'n  Wfis^  oriJAre^  to; Jj^  on  the  tatle.  .  '^^ '/ 

.^^»^6^{ierCo4s5  t^^tJuardi^Tis  of]  ConftitutionaT  lj!^fijj,j^ 
tta'ted  in  *their  petiii6n,"whtch  was  received.     Tl^e  tf^'v^gr-^ 

,   JVr.peticion,,wa9  sDretpnteif  from  the  ta.Wii  Df  Boltoti.  m 

;^iiy9uc  of  ^the;Bii(5.    -.  .^ ' . .  V/;;  • ':  ;^  .  .  .  .V^ 

"  ^tord'pnt^viile  jv<5^  a  Jetter.froflrt  a  iv>b V'^tJukii  who  W^s 
•.hrntfcjf4bfem,7r;yn  da?,'Wwii^  whi^h  Rated  that  the  meetibfe 


'  -tortf  GrrtvTl!e«i6v«^tl«Waei'  t)f  tfi^  AiyfSr'gbftig  t^ 

S'Cd'nWti'tt^  df  tlie-»«fl*b  f^fc  j^  tftc^BJli-'^^  JA-^«tt  f(<d|. 

Mfious'h^ftng^  a4d5dfifrtT«ntfc-i^In«  ct]inmt«te"rf''thfe  vMWrtc 

Houfe,    ^        ,  _.  ,       '  ^  ••    '  -1 

'  •  Lcrd  fyafjmgham  in /He  abtW      *       .-.    i   .•    .  •  a 

Xdrrf'  ihttioto  ftg^fttfrf  fdmc  amenArrerrts  to  tfle  ilitt 
«9aufr,  f6r  the  better  uir^ttfTiOiding  the  mantfci'  in'whkfh 
mccinfgfwerctdbtf'cOnTencdl  -  "fhefiMir^rtfeipflaifiedtftile 

Lotd 


Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Greoyillc,  and  the  fir(l  (claure.  rcr 
mained  unaltered. 

In  the  claufe  which  gives  to  the  fixerifls,  ice.  of  Scadand, 
.the  fame  powers  as  tholS  in  En^nd,  the  Earl  cfttMidirdok 
pointed  out  the'concluding  words  of  the  cUufe,  vis.  ^  And  Ihat 
^<  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons  who  £ball  at  any  tim^  be 
<«convi£^ed  of  any  of  the  ofFeijce^  afore^mentioned  withUi 
«  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  fhall  for  every  fuch 
*^  ofience  incur  and  fufFer  the  pain  of  death*  and  coniiicatidQ  of 
<'  moveables."  The  Earl  fliewed  that  by  this  dauTe  the  peo- 
ple of  Scotland  were  tp  fuffer  death  for  olFc^es  which  bj^ 
^tbe  fame  BiU  were  in  Ensland  to  fuhje£{  perfons  to  a  fine 
.of  fifty  pounds.  Diftinfiions  of  dfFences  were  made  for 
England.'  Some  were  to  incur  fines;  feme  the.  penalty  of 
4i^atb,  t>ut  by  this  claufe,  a  gener^  undiftingutfliing  dpom  of 
death  was  pronounced  on  the  Scots  for  all^the  pSeD(Ce^  of  the 
"Bill ;  he  moved  therefore  to  amend  It. 

1  The  Earl  of  Mansfield  and  the  Lord  Chancelbr  co^ta^i^j 
that  the  noble  lord  was  not  juftified  in  this  intjcr^tatjbn^ 

Lord  Thurlow  defJared,  that  in  his  mind  It  could  bpar  no 
other  conftruflipn,  and  he.  was  furprifed  to  hear  noble  lords 
refift  what  was  fo  obvious.'  *l^)eirly  It  could  tiot  )be  tbe 
dreadful  intention  of  the  authors  of  iAt  BtU^  ^nd  tberdfore  it 
was  their  duty  to  correal  a  clai^ife,  whTch  by  bein^  fo  loofely 
worded,  tnight  produce  conlequences  fo^ocking  and  f9  dceadw 
,fu}.  The  Sqotchjijdges  had  iUiewn.tbenafelves  difyofi^  toi:.on- 
ftrue  A^  (^  parli^m^ht  withiufBcieiit  Iatibde',and  mejfrjo^ 
(hips  could  not  be  too  precife  In  the  wording  of  an  Adi  of  tUs 
importance.'  ^     V,  '^\    .  ,  * 

The  Bijkop  rf  Hochefiir  luppoi^tfed  "tSe  imendmcnf.'  '  ffc 
^id,  that  in  all  cafes  wHefe  the  ^erfalty  df^ death  was*infir<he<j, 
the  law  ought  to  be^as  explicit  as  pofiible,'and  that  the  lifqoiFa 
fdlow  creature  fliould  never  be  at  the  thcrcy  of  the  folly,  the 

ignorance,  or  the  iniquity  of  a  judge.  '  It  was  a  maUifr  of 
confcience  to  him ;  if  he  gave  his  vote  fdr  i  law,  froril'th^e  un- 
certain wording  of  wkicii  qur  inaocrnt  man  ibould  lofe  his 

clitit  by*  the  miicanftrudioi^  of  the jif^i^ag  of  .ihe^l^pgf^iurey 

.he  (hould  think  he,  for  ope,  ba|4  <Upt  hk  hand  in  tbi^iono- 

t  cent  man's  blood.  He  fi^ould^  fberefqrey  give  hia^^onfent  xm 
tiie  amendment. 

Th$  Lord  Chaneellor  faid,  ikat  if  jfi  the  la^.  ftag^  of  tlie 

<bofmefe  9  iingie  do^ht  oa  thi$.p9iat.ihoiild.remaii^  b^e  «fpuid 
wifii  fome  amendmeiu  to  take  place  whj|ch  might, /pmi^^vf  it. 

•  Qa  wbich  Lord  Lauderdale  wi^rew^his  ^leudjga^^it. 
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•  On  coming  to  the  daufe  which  Irmits  the  continaahce  of  the 
Aft  to  three  years, 

"Thtbtrh  ef  Norfolk  faid,  he  was  one  of  tfiofe  who  did  not 
fee  Urtf  neceffity  whatever  for  this  Aft,  but  as  there  fccfned 
to  be  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  who  drd  thinfc  there  was  a 
neceffity,  he  would  addrefs  tijat  fnajorrty  to  paft  the  Aft  as 
tonfbrihable  to  the  fpirit  of  conftitution  as  poffible*  This 
was  a  great  reftri6Hon  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
fkerefore  fhoutd'  only  be  made  to  hold  for  as  fliort  a  time  as 
had  been  the  praftice  on  former  occafions.  T\x^  habeas  cor^ 
pus  aft  had  only  been  fufpended  for  a  (hort  time.  He  would 
therefore  move  that  inftead  of  the  words  •*  three  years,"  the 
wordfr'^  one  year/'  Ihould  be  inferted. 
♦  Lord  Mulgrave  oppofed  the  amendment,  and  contended, 
thitf  one  year  would  be  ineffeftua!)  and  that  he  would  rather 
'give- Up  the  Bill  altogether.  He  faid  the  enafting  if  for  one 
year,  if  it  was  neccflary  to  renew  it,  would  create  trritationi;i  the 
mifitfs  of  the  people,  aind  would  havetht  worft  confequenccs. 
Lords  Darnlej^  Radnor^  Romneyj  and  Scarhoroughy  fpolce  in 
favour  of  the  amendment,  and  faid,  if  it  was  not  adopted,  though 
they  had  voted  for  the  fecond  reading,  they  would  vote  againft 
fhethin!/  ^ 

'  i^v/ (?mfv//fr  oppofed  the  amendment. 
»  '7h€  Duke  of  Norfolk  aniwcred  all  the  arguments,  the  chief 
of  which  was  the  irritation  a  renewal  of  the  Bill  would  occa- 
fions by  oUerving  that  the  fame  coercive  poi^ver  Would  ftHl 
remain  with  government  to  counJteraft  "ftich  irritation.  The 
ifueftion  being  pat,  a  divifion  took  place. 
For  the  amendment. 

Contents     -     -     -     -     8 
Non-contentt   -     -     -  45 

Majoritf     -       *       37      • 
The  Committee  then  went  through  the  Bill ;   the  Hbufe 
was  refumed  j  the  report  read  and  received,  and  the  Bitt  order- 
ed to'be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  the  fourteenth. 
Adjourned, 

.  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Deoimbir  12. 
'  After  the  difcharge  of  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  which  ftood 
for  that  day,  Mr.  kider  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Sclcdij 
Committee  appointed  to  t^ke  into  coniiderarion  the  pr^ent 
high  price  of  corn,  and  moved,  •'  That  the  Houfe  do  agree  to 
the  following  relblutions :" 

Vol.  11.  J  795-  3  M  "To 


450.     WOODFAU^'d    I^^UIrLIAMENT^ILY  REPORTS.     [Commoxj^ 

.  '^  Xo  redficc  the  cc^mnption  of.  wheat  in  the  f/mi^  of 
the  pcrfons  fubfcribing  fuch  engagement,  by  at  leaft  one  thj^td 
of  the  u&m)  quao^ty  coofumed  in  ordinary  times.  . 

^^  In  order  to  efFe£^  this  purpofe,  either  to  limit  to  that  exf 
tent  the  quantity  c^  fine  .wheaten  bsead,  confumed  by  each,  in- 
^vidiial  in  fuch  families; 

^  Or,  to  confume  only  mixed  breads  of  which  not  ta^im 
than  two^thirds  ihall  be  made  of  wheat ; 

.^^Or^  only  a  proportional  quantity  of  mixed  bread,  qS 
which  mure  than  two-thirds  is  made  of  wheat  ^ 

<^  Or^  a  proportional  qua^itity  of  bread  made  of  wheat  alone^ 
from  wnich  no  ipaore  than  five  pounds  of  bran  is  excluded? 

^  liTit  iQlouId  be  neceflary,  in  order  to  efFedthc  pnrpofe  o^ 
this  engagement,  to  prohibit  die  ufe  of  wheaten  flour  in  pafi^ry^ 
and  to  diminifli,  as  much  as  poifible,  the  ufe  thereof  in  other- 
articles  than  bread. 

^\  By  one  or  more  of  theft  meafures,  or  by  aiiv  other  which 
maj  be  fimnd  equally  eflFe&ual,  and  more  expedient  and  prac* 
ticabkf  in  the  refp^ive  fituations  of  perfoos  fubfcribingp  to 
enfuce^  the  utoiim  of  their  power  the  reduAion  above-men^ 
tionedi 

^'  This  engagement  to  continue  in  force  until  foortoita 
dajFS  after  the  next  fei&on  of  parliament,  uolels  the  average 
pric^  of  wheat  ftalj,  before  (hat  time,  be  reduced  to  an 
simount  ^o  be  ^^cofied." 

i  Mr.  panb  ddiveied  his  fentiments  on  the  report.  He  faid, 
ic  r^arded  the  labours  of  the  committee  with  great  nfydSt^ 
sind  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  endeavour  to  carry,  into  exon 
cution  the  propofition  which  the  report  conuined,  being  him* 
.  ^lelf  perfedly  ready  to  do  eyery  thing  in  his  power  for  that  pur* 
^pofe.  He  wiihed  the  Jioufe^.  however,  to  recoiled  ferioufly 
whether  the  propolKtion  would  be  in  any  confiderable  degree 
effe&ual,  or  adequate  to  the  removal  of  d^e  evil  of  which  they 
l^ad  to  much  xcaibn  to  complain.  He  believed  that  the  gen* 
4liBmen  who  ifvould  fign  the  propofed  agreement  would  com^ 
ply,  ais  far  as  they  were  able,  with  the  prpvifions  of  it ;  bv 
nevertfaelefs,  feared  that  would  not  be  of  an  f:xi;fwt,(afficient 
to  meet  the  evih  An  agreement  to  fomething  of  this  nature: 
had  been  entered  into  fome  time  ago  by  many  perfons  of  tbe^ 
firft  diftin&ion ;  it  had  not,  however,  removed  the  evil ;  aad. 
he  was  afraid  that  tbis:  mcafure  would  alfo  be  inadequate^  and 
that  in  .a  few  months  the  Houfe  would  be  obljiged  tp  gq  rf^9fH: 
farther.  .  He  fliould  therefore  fuggeft  to  the ,  j^oufe  the  pr^ 
prietj^  o(  prohibiting  at  #nce  t^e  m^ing  of.  br^dof(. wheat 
alone^^a^ci  leaving  the  diffcrcuit  coquj^tions  of  bread  to  be 
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flf  a  mixture  of  Whc&t,  17c,  barley,  potatoes,  or  TnAsin  corn* 
as  the  cafe  miphe  require,  and  in  certain  ptbpoftwins.  If  the 
Houfedid  not  adopt  it  then,  he  was  afriH*d  they  wMid  fiK>rt 
be  oWigcd  to  adopt  it. 

He  wilhed  alfo,  the  Houfc  to  confider  i^Mier  nriller) 
fhould  be  allowed  to  refine  wheat  8our  beyond  a  certaitt 
ftandard.  He  apprehended  that  the  danger  of  thefe  regula- 
tions, in  confequence  of  the  hardfljips  which  they  would  in- 
troduce, were  in  a  great  degree  chimerical ;  for  he  beiieve4 
that  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  would  not  take  it  to  be  an 
itgury  if  rfie  higher  clafles  fet  them  the  example  of  eating 
this  bread.  The  higher  clafles  could  at  prefent  eat  what  breaa 
they  pleafed,  but  the  lower  clafles  were  fo  far  from  it  that 
ttiey  could  not  fubfift  upon  the  waees  for  their  labour;  and  a 
vaft  number  of  them  were  obliged  to  fubftft  upon  charijy.- , 
TTiercfore  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  better  way  would  be  ta 
come  at  once  to  a  regulatiori  by  law,  with  regard  to  bread,*  that 
tlie  rich  might  he  Compelled  to  eat  the  fame  bread  as  the  poor. 
He  £d  not  fay  this  in  contritdidion  to  the  opinion  of  th^' 
coihfflittee  who  rdjommendcd  the  agreement  now  prepofed  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  approved  of  it  as  far  as  it  went;  but  he- 
was  afraid  it  would  not  go  far  enough  to  remove  the  evil. 
'  Mr.  Sicretary  Dundas  contended  that  the  principle  of  the 
meafure  was  a  good  one:  it  wad,  that  while  the*  rich  wero 
enjoying  other  luxuries,  they  (hould  diminifc  their  conftimp- 
tioh  of  bread  in  order  that  more  of  that  neceflary  article  of 
food  fliould  be  left  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  who  were  not 
able  to  procure  other  articles  of  food.  The  honourable  gen-* 
tieman  who  had  fpoken  kft  feetned  to  think  that  the  aflbcia-^ 
tion  would  be  inefiedhial,  and  one  of  his  reafons  was,  that  iff 
was  an  unufual  thing.  That,  ii>  his  opinion,  was  the  princi- 
pal recommendation  of  the  meafure.  It  was  no  queftion 
upon  which  there  could  be  a  majority  and  a  minority,  as  in 
other  queflions :  it  was  a  queltlon  upon  which  the  whde 
Houfe  would,  he  was  convinced,  be  unanimous.  Whedier 
cither  meafures  might  be  neceflary,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
deckle,  but  he  certainly  thought,  thftt  even  if  other  meafures 
ftouM  be  necefiary,  the  Houfe  ought  to  adopt  the  prefent 
propofition,  and  not  to  have  recourfe  to  compulfatory  mea- 
lure  j  in  the  firft  inftance.  It  would  atfo  be  ^ecolle£)ed  fhat 
a  prejudice  prevailed  in  the  minds  of  the  people  againft  com- 
pulfiitory  meafures.  A  ftrong  dtftike  had  exifted  againft  any 
other  than  the  ufual  bread ;  that  difl?ke  he  was  happy  to  ftate^ 
waiB  fn  many  places  removed,  and  the  people  in  fkofe  placed 
Me  and  retimed  bread  ddI  made-wboU;^  of  nHieBt.    pia  gen%> 
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tlemen  recoHeS  that  s  compulfatoqrtneafuiie  would  render  an 
Ad  of  parliament  neceflary  i  that  that  A61  could  not  be  pafldd 
in  Ids  than  four  or  five  weeks^  and  that  the  delay  of  one  week 
was  the  delay  of  a  fifcy-fecond  part  of  the  queftion  ?  Asiboir 
as  this  ailbcf atfon  became  known  in  the  country,  it  wouid^ 
Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  univerfal ;  and  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  legiflative  example  would  b« 
more  efficacious  than  the  legiflative  authority  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Curwen  faid,  he  thought  that  the  refoludoas  would  fall 
ihort  of  the  end  propofed.  He  wifhed  the  people  to  be  car* 
neftly  exhorted  to  ufe  bread  made  of  mixed  materials ;  and  ufe 
ftrift  ceconomy  in  the  ufage  of  flour. 

Aldermau  Newnham  declared  he  wiflied  fomething  might 
be^lone  to  prevent  the  combinations  of  millers»  which  tenSed- 
to  raife^the  price  of  grain. 

Mr.  C,  Dundas  thought  that  weights  and  meafures ought  to 
be  properly  regulated  in  the  fale  ef  cbrn. 

Mr.  Eaft  ftrongly  recommended  members  to  be  unanioious 
in  fupportmg  the  prefcnt  engagement. 

Mr.  Rider  agreed  with  Mr.  Eaft,  that  ananioMty  was  e3&.. 
ceedingly  necc/lary.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  difficult  lo 
carry  the  refelutions  into  efied. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  there  was  one  point  which  would  givo 
him  much  fatisfa^tion  to  hear,  viz.  diat  the  propofed  fubfti^ 
tutes  for  the  bread  at  prefent  in  ufe,  would  prove  equally 
nutritive :  he  was  afraid  that  it  was  not  the  cafe :  he  had  been  • 
informed  that  in  many  infbnces,  in  which  they  had  attempt- 
ed to  make  up  bread  of  difierent  mixtures,  it  had  been  found 
not  only  unpalatable,  but  unwholefome.  If  the  fad  were  fo^ 
it  appeared  to  him,  to  be  a  moft  material  objefb ;  becaufe, 
from  the  very  high  price  of  all  the  other  articles  of  life,  many 
of  the  labouring  poor  were  forced  to  live  chiefly  on  bread. 
The  only  remedy  he  faw,  was  to  adopt  the  Bill  which  had 
been  brought  in  to  increafe  the  wages  of  labourers.  Perfons 
who  were  in  more  affluent  fituations  would  be  enabled  to  ufe 
other  articles,  which  would  diminifh  the  unwholefome  effeds 
of  mixed  bread,  and  bread  of  inferior  quality  $  but  men  in  that 
low  ftate  to  which  he  had  alluded,  would  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  have  recourfe  to  any  fuch  means,  unlefs  the  Bill 
were  psflTed  for  encreafmg  their  wages.  With  rcfpefl  to  the 
aflbciation  propofed»  he  fhould  object  to  it  in  its  prefent  fbmt, 
not  that  he  did  not  wifh  the  objeA  for  which  it  was  propofed, 
to  be  obtained,  but  becaufe  he  was  afraid  to  fet  a  bad  prece- 
dent. If  piembers  were  once  called  upon  in  that  kind  of  wav 
lo  ful^fcribe  to  a  particular  aflbciation^  it  might  be  exte^de^ 
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to  others  of  a  different  nature.  He  bad  9a  objedlion  to  the 
Haulfa  Qonting  to  a  refolution  to  recommend  Cuch  ^bcbtiont 
and  that  every  meaiber  in  bi$  individual  capacity,  i^ould  re* 
coauneiMt  and  enforce  them  by  example,  in  the  place  where 
he  llred;.  and  he  certainly  would  do  it  in  the  ps^riih  of  StJ 
George's  Hanover  Square,  whe^e  he  liyed }  he  could  not, 
however,  for  one  ipoment  confine  to  fign  the  aiTociatioo,  as 
at  prefenr  propofed. 

^t.Wilherfircf  faid,  he  b;^l  no  doubt  but  that  there  ml^t 
be  a  fpecies  oi  bread,  cotnpoTed  of  certain  mixtures,  which 
would  be  equally  nutritive  with  that  at  prefcnt  in  ufe,  bccaufe 
it  was  proved  by  experience  )  it  was  well  known,  that  ia 
many  parts  of  the  country,  the  poorer  fort  of  people  ufed 
bread .compoTed  in  a  great  degree,  if  not  entirely,  of  rye, 
which  was  not  confidered  as  unwholcfome*  VVith  refpe^l  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  obfervation  upon  the  propriety  of 
raiflng  the  wages  of  labourers,  he  did  not  think  it  applied; 
becaufir,  if  the  prefen;  meafure  was  adopted,  they  wputd  have 
bread, cheap  in  proportion  to  their  n^eans,  Bcfides,  the.  Bill 
only  propoied  to  raife  the  wages  of  labourers  in  hufbandry^ 
who  were  the  people  among  whom  mixed  bread  w^s  mod  in 
ufe.  As  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman, 
relative  to  the  propofed  aflfociation,  he  could  not  agree  witii 
him  upon  that  point.  The  prefent  folemn  occafion,  in  his 
opinion,  called  for  fome  effe<^ual  meafure,  and  the  one  pro- 
pofed appeared  to  him  more,  likely  to  effect  the  obje£l,  be- 
caufe  it  was  an  unufual  one ;  and  it  would  alfo  have  the  good 
effe£l  of  (bowing  tue  people  at  large,  that  the  parliament  loft 
no  time  in  doing  every  thing  in  its  power  to  relieve  the  dif^ 
trefies  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Huffiy  acquiefced  in  it  alio,  and  declared  that  he 
fhould  introduce  fome  regulations  in  his  own  family  with  re^ 
gard  to  the  confumption  of  bread.  He  would,  he  faid, 
take  an  account  of  the  confumption  of  bread,  and  he  would 
endeavour  to  kflen  it  by  a  third.  He  would  recommeud  that 
potatoes  might  be  ufed  inftead  of  bread,  but  he  thought  that 
potatoes  fhould  be  ufed  as  potatoes,  not  by  mixing  theni 
with  flour  to  make  bread.  He  thought  alfo  that  rice  fhould 
be  made  ufe  of  inftead  of  paitry.  If  compulfion  was  at  all 
to  be  ttfedy  he  would  fubmit  the  propriety  of  uflng  flale  bread 
inilead  of  f|e(b,  for  which  purpoic  baking  might  be  allowed 
only  three  days  'u\  the  week,  and  then  every  perfon  who  eat 
bread,  would  be  compelled  to  make  ufe  of  fome  that  was 
ftale,  and  this  was  che  higheft  fpecies  of  compulfion  he  could 
triiig.  himfelf  to-  confcnt  to  with  regard  to  b^ead. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Ahrtmtgreti  to  die  propofittM  befbre  the*  fffAile^ 
and  decfcured  biS'readiDeft  to  come  to  any  meafure  HMt  might 
rcKefe  the  poor  bjr  any  law  cluittouM  bedcvifed,  beca^he 
Aid,  he  thoogbt  that  it  was  hard,  indeed,  that  a  kiboof fng 
man  could  not  lire  bytheftwts  of  his  iabovr  alone,  nor  WiAottt 
being  compdkd  to  apply  to  the  charity  of  the  ikh* 

7%e  tefehttion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved,  that  the  perfons  fubferibing  fifch  en- 
gagement, do  recommend  it  in  their  reTpedtve  netgbboar- 
hoods«^Agreed  to.  He  alfe  moved,  that  a  committee  ftoultl 
be  immediately  appdnted  to  draw  up  the  form  of  an  enga^- 
inent,  which  fliould  be  left  in  the  office  of  the  derfc  ^  the 
journals  for  fignature. — Agreed  to. 

I  A  committee  was  accordingly  appointed,  and  die  mcMibera 
of  the  committee  immediately  withdrew  to  prepare  an^gage- 
ment. 

CULTIVATION  OF   WAST£    LAKDS.     ^ 

Sir  John  Sinclair  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motion.  'He 
began  with  ftating,  that  the  Houfe,  in  confequeoce  of  the 
prefent  fcarcity  and  high  price  of  provifions,  had  two  objeds 
entitled  to  its  particular  attention.     The  iirft  was,  how  to 

falliate  the  prefent  evil  ?  For  that  purpofe,  a  fele&  committee 
ad  been  suready  appointed ;  from  whofe  zeal  and  abilities 
much  benefit  was  to  be  expected.  In  confequence  of  their 
fuggeftions,  high  bounties  had  been  granted  for  the  jmporu- 
lion  of  foreign  grain ;  and  that  nigbt»  the  Houfe  bad  come  to 
an  agreement,  which  marked  the  peculiar  diftrefs  to  which 
the  country  was  reduced.  Tht  obje6i  of  his  motion  was  of 
$1  difierent  nature.  The  intention  of  it  was,  to  prevent  cala- 
mity and  diftrefs  in  future;  to  cut  up  famine  by  the  roots  ; 
to  prevent  its  ever  again  coming  within  the  boundaries  of  this 
iiland ;  to  u  nder  it  in  future  unneceflary  either  to  grant  bo.un- 
ties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  grain,  or  to  come  to  fuch 
an  agreement  as  had  been  voted  that  night.  All  that  could 
beft  be  effe£!ed,  by  refolving  to  cultivate  the  wafte,  uninclofed, 
and  unprodudive  lands  of  the  kingdom.  With  a  motion  to 
appoint  a  feled  committee  to  take  that  fu^e£t  into  coniidtrra* 
tion,  he  flrould  conclude  what  he  had  to  offer. 

He  then  ftated,  that  the  matter  of  confideration  wa«  a  fub* 
jed  which  naiuraily  came  under  the  cognizance  of  the  board 
of  agriculture ;  who  had  it  frequently  under  difeuffion,  and 
who  at  laft  came  to  certain  rdblutionf,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was  direfied  to  make  the  prefent  motion  in  parlia- 
ment. As  the  motion  was  merely  for  the  appointment  -of  a 
feleA  committee,  be  fliould  not  think  it  neceftiry  to  df taiii 

the 
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the  Hpufe  longer  at  prefenty  «fpectaU)r  after:  thrldi^  and  4e- 
fultory  oonverfation  which  bad  already  taken  place.  He 
could  a%tr  heweyeri  tvoid  .ftatii^  the  fattsfafibqii'  he  eSpe« 
rienc^  froqi  finding  that  the  oiotioa  was  Kkdy  to  meet  with 
thegeoer^  and  hetrufted^  the  unanimous  concuntnce  and 
appropbation  of  the  Houfe,  He  then  mosied,  ^  that  a 
feled  committee  be  appointed^  fa  take  into  confideration  the 
means  of  promoting  the  cukivation  and  improvement  of  the 
wafte^  uoinctofed  and  unproduflive  lands  of  the  kingdom^  and 
to  repor'l  the  fame  as  it  fbri\  appear  to  thern^  together  witta 
the  opinion  thereon  to  the  Houfe.  > 

.  The  following  are  the  refolutiona  of  the  Board  of  Agrifcul* 
ture,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  wafte  lands  and  commons^  on   the 
20th  of  November,  J795>on  which  Sir  John  Sinclair's  motion 
was  founded : 
Rcfolved, 

J.  That  it  appears  tp  this  board,  from  the  retonu  made  of  the  ftateof  agricaltwe 
'  in  the  ditfieieftt  cottnries,  that  a  very  confiderable  proportion  of  the  ttrritory  of 
the  united  tdngdom  Atll  remains  wafte  and  unprodti^ve,  thotigh  cJipaUe  o^ 
great  improvement  $  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  board,  that  the  preftnt  fcarcity 
and  Wgh  price  of  proirifions  call  moil  forcibly  for  every  poflible  encoumgemenr^ 
rlijkt  ean  be  the  means  of  brifiging  fuch  extenfive  trd^s  of  valuable  land  Into  a 
ftare  of  cultivation. 

II.  That  the  improvement  of  thcfe  lands  wouM  \it  gready  fi'ctntited,  by  a  genen 
law,  to  fw-hder  tht:  divifion  and  drainage  thereof  lefs  troublefome  and  expenfivoj 
the  neccHity  Of  applying  for  private  ails  being  the  chief  obilade,  and  smounttinf 
in  many  inftanccs,  to  a  prohibition,  uffo  eilential  an  improvement. 

III.  That  it  is  expedient,  that  application  be  made  to  parliament,  to  taksondei: 
its  confiderafion  the  beft  mode  bf  encouraging  the  improvement  of  fuch  landsp 
as  one  of  the  moft  efTe^lual  means  of  providing  for  an  increafed  populatlun 
giving  employment  to  the  induftnous  and  labouring  poor,  and  preventing  fatutt 
fcarcity.  ... 

IV.  That  in  the. opinion  of  this  board,  fuch  an  application  has  become  peculiarly 
Beceflary  at  this  time,  m  the  linds  now  in  cultivation,  have  been  fouod,  oa 
the  avers^e  of  feveral  years  paft,  inadequate  to  thft  confumption  of  the  king, 
dom  ;  and  that  fuch  an  tncounigentent  of  agriculture  as  is  here  recocnmoDided, 
night  not  only  be  the  nMans  ofiraifin^k  (liflklenc  quantity  of  Wad  con  for  the 
fapae^opjuffiptioo)  butalfo  of  pkovidiaf  a  fiiTpIos,  and  preventing  th«  preca- 
rious £taation,  of  depending  oa  ^leign  coiiatriei^  hr  the  natlr  nal  fnbfiAence.  ' 

V  .  That  the  prefident  be  re^itfiUd  to  move  in  the  Hoafe  a£  Commons^  for  t!i« 
•j^pMntibeot^f  «  committee^  to.  take  the  above  fubjed  iato  confideration;  and 
that  Che  board  4o  W  before  the  -comniitteee,  that  m^y  be  atfpointcd  for  te 
liurpofe,  «U  the  }n<iiffinttion  that  it  bu  beet  able  to  coUe6t,  in  r^ard  So  the 
tirail«9q4unpro<iu^Y«Uffii  of  ti4kla9do»«  .1       . 

Mr. 
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'  Mr.  y$JJuUcM€Tre6^  that  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
baronet  propofed  for  its  oljeA  the  improvement  of  the'  wafie 
lamb.  He  wMhcd  to  knowt  whether  it  was  his  mtentkm  to  in* 
troduce  a  fyftem  of  general  inelofure  :  the  genera)  words  of 
the  motion  left  him  at  a  lois  to  conceive  what  was  predfeiy 
meant  to  be  tncfoded,  becaufe  the  wafte  lands,  in  their  prefimt 
i^ate,  were  certainly  not  entirely  unprodudive.  He  (aid,  it 
feemed  a  folecifm  in  national  poKcy,  that  fuch  a  Cum  as  one 
million  (hould  be  allowed  as  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of 
com,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  a  fourth  or  fifth  part  of  the  lands 
of  thefe  kingdoms  lies  wafto^ 

Sir  y.  Sinclair  explained,  that  a  general  enclofing  bill  was 
within  the  objcd  and  views  of  the  board.  A  committee  was 
appointed. 

DISTILLERY  BILL. 

The  debate  thereon  was  refumed;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
on  the  1 8th  day  of  the  prefent  month,  the  diflilleriesfliaUceare 
to  work. 

A  claufe  was  added  to  the  bill,  placing  the  onus  prolumdi 
on  the  diftiller,  in  the  event  of  any  doubt  ariitng  In  the  mmd  of 
the  officer,  whether  molafles  is  or  not  firitifli. 

A  claufe  was  alfo  added,  providing  that  potatoes  raifed  by 
diftillers  for  domeftic  ufe,  (houid  not  be  confidered  as  includ- 
ed  under  that  claufe  which  prohibits  more  than  a  certain  quaa- 
lity  to  be  kept  in  their  poiTeffion. 

TAXES. 

.     Thefcveral  tax  bills  were  read  a  firft  time. 

Lord  Sheffield  moved  for  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  mo- 
lafles imported  into  Great  Briuin  for  the  laft  ten  years,  diftio- 
guiQiing  each  year. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  Decembgr  14. 

CONFERENCE  OF  THE  TWO  HOUSES. 

A  mefiage  was  brought  from  the  commons,  reqiiefttng  a 
conference  with  their  Lordfhips,  which  was  agreed  fa,  and 
the  painted  chamber  appointed  for  the  purpofe. 

The  houfe  then  nomin^ited  the  Lord  ¥ rtfiient'ef  the  Caun^^ 
clly  (liarl  of  Mansfield),  the  Duke  of  Leeds^  the  Eerl  of  Derhy^ 
ihc  Earl  of  Siarb^rmgh^  the  Eart  ef  Hopeteun^  Lord  Vtfceunt 
Sydney^  Lord  Hawkijbur^^  and  Lord  Grenviliey  to  be  of  the 

conference 
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c0Qkrm^  ott  thtf  part  of  thePet^s;  whoMopet  the  ^kMani  ' 

»ec<M"dingly4n  thepaimed  chamUeW  '-*-'  «     — *  "•'  *'"*•'   '^' 
On  the  return  of  their  lorillhfps.  the  Lord  Fr^mt  xtihi*  ^ 
med  the  boufe^  th it  fie  had>ecetml  /irom  dib  €d»iihif6i<»'aVfe* 
folatton  aad  agreement  entered  incdbytiienr  reisftiVe  to  thehrgh  ' 
price  of  corn.     He  then  read  the  refohk^oHandiigTietA^nt^ 
\rhicb  were  as  follows :  •      c         '    .,...:...; 

.  ItESOLUTI'ON,  .     ...,.,.' 

Refolved,  NtmiHe  Cyntradieent^^ — That)  in  con&^aetiMof 
the  high  price  and  deficient  ftjppljr  of  wheat,  ft  is  eKpeiMntftd  . 
ailopt  fuchmeafures  as  may^be  pr^rdlicft^tefor  dtfttift)filA(^''tbe' 
cohfumptioti  thereof,  during  thcf  cohtinuanee  of"  die  p&fertti 
preffure,  and  f6P  introducing  the  ufe  of  fuch  articlerias*ilttiy» 
conveniently  blefid^ffituted -in  the  place  thereof.  .    i 

'      ACaCCKIffKT.    •  ',    :   *f 

We,  the  Utrdieffigniid,  irfipreffed  with'  s  fenfe  of  ^t]ti/Jlf 
which  may  be  experienced  by  his  Majefty/s  fubjeftSj, 'Wci;^fiM 
fegucnce  of  the  dcAcicnt  fupply  of  wnear,  ufrtcfs  tlh^rv\^d 
e<ft£tual  rafeafures  are  tdlcen  to  I'educe  the  cdhfumptiorr  jB^nS^ 
6f,  within  rucfhlitjiitsa*  may  prevent  tl«  •preffurb  tp-ao^ 
fcafcity  pfcvioustp  tbq  next  harveft,*  and  itrtiy  fccure,  idi^ wa# 
fioflible,  tbfc  nece/Tary  ftibfiftencre  of  Acf  people  of  this^  ^^^Zf 
donit  until  it  fhall  pkafe  Divine' Providence  tty  reftore'the  Wettl^ 
ing  general  plenty  ;  DO  hereby,'' jbimly  kid'fevcraliyi  p^^ 
6Qrfelves,*irt  the  oidfi  ifolemn  flft^pner,  to'f^xccuto  and  A;aifi^ 
fain,  to  the  utmbftof  ourpow^r,  rh^  filfoWlng  RESOLU- 
TIONS ;'  and'alfij'  moft  earneftly  tb  re'c^rnmend  the  fame  to 
be 'adopted  in  bar  refpedtiVe  neighbcjurhob;!^. 

We  will  redttcethe coafutnptioiTof  wheat  in  oarfamiliett  - 
X  by  at  leaft  oiie-third  of  the  uftial  quantity  condfuioed 
in  ordioarj  lUncs. 

In  order  to  effe£l  this  reJu^Ion,  either  we  will  limif  to'thSt 
extent  the  quantity  of  fine  wheaten  bcead  ufed  by  each  indt* 
vididualin  our  fafnilTesi  or  we  will  confume  thereiii  onl^ 
Hiixed  bread,  pf  which  not  aiqrc  than  two-thirds  fliall  be 
made  of  wheat  i  or  we  will  confume  only  a  proportional 
quaiuity  of  mixed  breads  of  which  more  than  two-thirds  is 
made  of  wheat  ^  or  a  proportional  quantity  of  bread  made  of 
wheat  alone^  frpna  w.bich  no  i;noFe  xhan^ve  pounds  weiglit  of 
bran^^r  bufhel  is  eluded  :  and*  we  vf]}\  alfo  (if  it  {halt  be 
AeceiQEiry  for  the  pu/pofe  of  this  engagamentj  prohibit  in  01^ 
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fu9ilM:.the  ufe  of  wheatea  £our  in  paftry»  and  diminiih, 
as  much  as  poffible,  the  vJ&  thereof  in  other  ^asticles  tbaa 
bcpad. 

.Byfomeonc^or-nnore  of  thefe  mcafures,  or  by  any  other 
wjhicb  may.  be,  found  equally  ciFe£tuaI,  and  moie  expedient 
ami  pra&icablc,  in  our  refpcfiive  fituiitions^  we  wiU,  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  power,  enfure  the  rcdudlion  above-nienticned, 
ef  at  leaft  one-third  of  the  quantity  of  wliea't  ufually  con- 
fumed  in  our  families  in  ordinary  times. 

Tbia  engagement  ihall  remain  in  force  until  fourteen  daj's 
^fter  the  commencement  of  the  next  feifion  of  parliament, 
unlefs  the  average  price  of  wheat  in  the  whole  kingdom  fliall 
he  reduced,  before  that  time,  to  eight  fhillines  per  Win- 
cdofter  I^mOi^I  :  and  we  do  earneftly  recommend  to  our  fel« 
low  fubjedls  to  adopt  and  ftridlly  to  adhere  to  the  fame. 

The  above  copy  of  the  refolution  and  agreement  was 
ipoved  that  they  might  lie  on  the  ubie  for  the  coniideratlon  of 
their  lordflbips. 

,  The  Earl  of  Lauder JaU  admitted  that  the  fuBjeft  was  of 
the  higheft  importance ;  he  contended  nevcrtfielefs  that  the 
mode  in  which  it  had  been  fubmitted  to  their  lordfiiips  was 
equally  unfuitablc  to  the  importance  of  the  fubjecS,  and  dero- 
gatory from  the  dignity  of  the  houfe.  He  faid,  he  could  con- 
liderit  in  n)  other  light  than  as  nugatory  and  ridiculous,  and 
as  a  paltry  attempt  to  catch  at  popular  favour,  by  publifliing 
^  lift  of  names,  lubfcribing  to  a  purpofe  of  great  apparent  be- 
nevolence, but  which  in  fiiS  was  of  no  real  utility.  He  de- 
clared he  was  ready  to  concur  in  every  oVjtA  that,  could  be 
proved  efficiently  to  tend  to  the  relief  of  the  poor.  He  was 
willing  to  make  as  many  facrifices,  and  gd  as  great  lengths, 
AS  any  man,  to  remedy  the  extreme  preflinre  under  which 
they  laboured.  Such  a  palpable  catch  at  popularity  however, 
as  was  aimed  at  by  the  prcfent  meafure,.he  utterly  difclaimed : 
JK  would  not  have  his  name  trumpeted  forth,  by  the  public  ear, 
while  he  was  confcious  that  he  was  affording  no  real  mitiga- 
tion to  the  prcflure  of  public  calamity.  He  cautioned  the 
Houfe  againft  haftily  giving  into  the  mcafure  held  oiit  that 
day  for  their  fandtion ;  and  recommended  them  to  aft,  not 
.with  a  tame  fubfervicncjr  to  the  authority  bf  tht  other  branch 
of  the  Icgiflature,  but  with  apropei^  regard  to  their  owii' dig- 
nity. 

Lord  Grehvtlk  faid,  that  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Earl  mufl: 

n't  leaft  be  confidered  as  premature.     What*  was  the  proper 

line  of  conduft  for  that  Houfe  to  addpt;  was  not  then  the  fub- 

*  .  jcft 
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j€&  of  difcuffion.     [t  would  come  to  be  debated  wheit  ibc 
papers  were  printed,  and  were  before  their  lordflifps  in  a  re*. 

!;ular  form.  He  coudd  not,  however,  help  obfervtng  the  iingu- 
arity  of  theoppofition  which  the  noble  Earl  dtfpiayed  to  %n^ 
obje£^  on  which  the  Houfe  of  Cpmnums  bad  been  unaoiaious. 
Lord  Hawkefbury  agreed  as  to  the  magnitude  of  theqaefttoo^ 
but  gave  his  dillbnt  to  the  character  given  by  the  noble  Earl  to 
the  meafure.  It  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  ridiculous  and 
nugatory  meafure  in  any  way  whacibever,  his  lordfliip  faid,  he 
thought  it,  at  leaft  he  hoped  fo  ;  when  he  confidered  the<  pre* 
judices  of  the  people  of  the  country  with  refpeA  to  certain! 
kinds  of  food,  as  wife  not  to  fliock  thofe  prejudices,  but  €0; 
allow  them  any  meafure  deemed  expedient  by  example ;  afid 
when  they  faw  members  of  parliament  fettiog  the  examplei 
they  would  probably  follow  it  without  murmuring. 
,  ifOrd  Thurlow  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  even  in  this  A^ge 
of  thf  matter,  it  was  right  to  take  notice  of  tho  nature  of  the 
papers  which  had  been  juft  laid  on  the  table.  F^r  his  own 
prt,  he  confefled,  he  did  not  koow  what  to  call  the  proceed-- 
ing  wbich  appeared  to  him  to  be  equally  novel  and  irregylai;.. 
A  refolution  and  an  aereemeat  had  been  read,  but  what  was 
the  tendency  of  both  r  Ufi  could  fee  no  poffibje  good  that 
could  arife  from  either.  Was  it  meant  tg  be  made,  the 
foundation  of  any  legiflative  a£l  ?  He  did  tiot  underftand  that 
it  was  i  and  .if  not,  of  what  fer vice  could  it  be  ?  It  was  no 
piore  than  an  agreement  of  certain  individ^als,  as  he  under- 
flood  it,  to  difufe  the  article  of  wheat  in  a  certain  degreej  and 
intended  to  operate  on  thd  people  by  way  of  exaniple;  to  that 
agreen^ent  they  defired.  the  concurrqiice  of  their  Iprdlhips: 
this  he  thought  would  be  of  no  avail,  ,and  therefore  defired 
their.lordihips  to  conAdert  whether  they  ought  not  to  tura 
their  minds  to  fomethtog  which  would  be  more  efFedual  ia 
regfu-d  to  the  miTchief  ^hat  was  apprehended*.., The  only 
regular  way,  in  which  a  proceeding  of  the  other  bouie  could 
come. forward  for  the  concurrence  of  their  lordflups,  that  he 
was  aware  of)  was  in  the  ihape  of  a  legiflative  a&  attended 
^ith  the  ufual  formalities. 

Lord  Mulgraiti  (aid  it  had  been  ufual  for  the  comtnons  to 
make  communications  to  their  lordihips  of  refolutions  into 
which  they  had  entered,  without  requiring  them  to  take  any 
pofitive  ftep  in  confequence  of  fuch  communication.  In  thd 
preient  inftance,  he  thought  it  became  their  lordfliips  ferioufl^ 
t9  deliberate  how  tar  it  roisht  not,  on  a  fubjed  of  fuch  nati- 
onal importance,  becQme  their  wifdom  to  adopt  di<it  refolutiont 
,  .  3  N  2  "  which 
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vMth  IM  Hwen  the'Te&dt  of  the  coUeaive  wiMom  of  the 
Houie  oif  Commons. 

>  b^rd^rknvUU  hki^  in  oive  part  of  riie  i^lution,  of  di« 
Iftkifis^ol^'GoQimoiit,  the  eiqiedftfiie7of  favrng  Aovr  wfts  ftated^ 
ari^  their  Aibfequent  reiUtttiony  deured  that  houfe  wottid  adqpr 
fkfttiar  r^blutions. 

'  Lirrd  Hnwhfbury  thought  that  the  preHent  meafare  was  bolhr. 
iiHftf  andTatutary  ;  thtit  the  force  of  exatnpte  might  do  a  great 
d^al  (  and  would  ccttaiiity  be  preferaUe  to  uflifg  a«)r  modo  of 
coercion  upon  the  greac  body  of  the  people,  to  wtce  upon 
them  i' material  alteration  in  an  article  towhich  they  were  tdl 
Cblong  and  To  naturally  attached  as  that  of  food. 
^  LcrdTburhtv  defired  that  the  cleric  might  read  ihe  agree* 
mcnt  aga^n*;  which  being  done,  he  fatd,  that  ftill  lie  couM 
not  tell  what  to  make  of  it,  nor  in  what  point  of  viewtocoiH 
Rder  it;  a^  ^7  thing  efiential  to  theobjed  k  was  ifttemM  t<^ 
^omote.  L  It  was  an  agreement  figned  by  a  number' of  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  refrain  from  the  ofe  of 
wheat  lit  a  certain  degree  in  their  fcveral  boitfes  aod^iMuIioais 
but  how  Was  it  intended  to  operate  i  He  wilhed  to  be  informed^ 
as  at  prefent  he  faw  im  it'little  nniore  than  a  rsfolution  and  agrees 
ment  in  the  mem4>er8  of  the  Houfe  of  Common^^  not  to  cot 
tarts;      '    : .     V     • 

*  Lord  Grenvilli  fsud,  that  he  (hould  not  haveagaki  rileiion 
thii-  prefem  occafion,  buc  he  couM  not  bear  that  it  flioald  go 
fbrth  if6  the  puMic,  that  a  fubjeft  of  fach  extreme  importance, 
ind'itt  wttif^h  the  country*  at  large  were  fo  greatly  ih^erefled, 
Had  beeA  ^^tteated  in  that  houie  as  fiitile  and  ludicrous.  He 
wduld  AtJt  hftve  it  ttAderfiood  that  fuch  a  feettng  prevailed 
ambi^g"  th'^»r  lordfhips,  with  rtHpoA  to  a  meafure  on  which  the 
MiA  h6ufe'bf  p^rliameot  4iadexpreiied  an  ananinious  concur* 
iencej  or  that  they  fliould  be  difpofed  to  treat  fo  lightly  an 
6bje6t'oP  the  moft  feripus  cotiosrn,  and  the  moft  preffing 
urgency,  '    ♦ 

'  Lord  Thiirl9W  replied,  that  he  might  feel  all' the  importanee 
of  the  fubjed,  and  yet  be  difpofed  to  treat  the  mode  in  whkb 
it  had  been  brought  forward  exactly- in  the  way  he  had  done. 
He  would  again  repeat,  that  the  meafure  at  prefent  brt>iight 
forward  was  filly,  futile,  and  even  ludicrous.  But  tkefe  epi* 
ibets  fiipplred  not  to  the  fubjed ;  he  was  aware  of  its  ftrious  . 
nature,  and  of  the  urgency  of  providing  a  remedy.  If  tht 
epithets  applied  any  where,  they  muft  fall  upon  the  perfons 
who  brought  forward  a  meafure  fo  contemptible  in  itfelf,  fo 
inadequaet^  to  its.ofcjed,  and  fo  uofit  for  the  coRfklecdidon  of 

their 
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their brMitjps  in aity  fiiape  confiftentvmbthe gnVity of  cheir 
proceedings. 

The  Aiar^uk  ef  Lan/dnvn  fpcks  to  order.  He  ftid,  that  if 
their  lordfliips  meant  to  adopt  any  remedy  cofnoMflfitrBte  to  the 
ertl  of  the  fcarcicy,  it  ought  to  be  a  bold,  manly,  and  efficient 
remedy.  On  fuch  a  ground  he  {hould  have  been  difpofed  to 
have  eoncttrrcd  with  fhem,  tx>  havefet  his  face  to  the  worft  of 
their  fituatton,  and  to  have  encoiincered  the  evil  in  the  only  way 
in  which  it  conldfairiy  have  been  encounteied,  by  a  Arong  and 
compuMatory  legiflative  proceeding.  Why  did  not  they,  fix 
inflance,  prohibit  the  confumption  of  any  other  but  bariey 
bread  ?  That  would  have  been  femething.  What  -was  re- 
cbm (Bended  J n  this  agreement  of  the  houfe  of  commons  at  aD 
commenfurate  to  the  evil  ?  It  propofed  nothing  which  had  not 
before  been  very  generally  adopted,  and  which  every  ntan  of 
fX>moion humanity  muft  have  been  difpoTed  to  carry  into  tfkSt 
without  the  formality  of  a  written  agreement*  In  his  own 
family  all  the  regulations  intended  to  be  enforced  by  this  agree-^ 
ntenr  had'  beeh  praAifed  for  the  iaft  five  or  fix  months*  With 
regard'  to  the  agreement  itfclf.  It  commenced,  "  We,  the 
underfigned  ^'*  and  in  the  copy  which  had  been  fene  to  them, 
no  £gnatufes  virere  to  be  found ;  fo  that  it  was  no  ad  of  the 
HouJb  of  Commons,  either  colleAtvely  or  in  their  individual 
rapacity ;  it  carried  with  it:  no  force  whatever,  and  did  not 
come  btfoire  their  lordfhip^  in  a  fliape  upon  which  they  could 
pvffiMtr  ground  any  proceeding.  He  recommended  to  them» 
therefore^ -to  proceed  in  the  btriinefs  with  due  and  mature  de- 
fiberation^  and  not  by  any  hafly  or  unadvifed  refoltition  to 
commie  the  dignity  of  their  chancer,  and  infringe  the  regu** 
larity  of  their  proceedings,  by  fui!ering  the  people  to  be 
himibagged  into  the  notion^  that  they  were  relieved,  when 
in  reality,  they^  felt  no  benefit ;  and  when,  in  faft,  the  pro- 
ceeding was  not  likely  tp  afford  the  fmalleft  chance  of  benefit 
to  the  puHic. 

Lord  Vlfisunt  Sydney  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  com- 
munication. 

'  The  Duke  of  Bte^vrd-itftnAti  the  manner  in  which  the  pro- 
ceeding had  been  treated,  and  deemed  it  inadequate  to  it,  and 
likely  to  prove  wholly  inefficacious. 

The  papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  taken  into  con- 
fideration  on  Wednefday,  the  i6th« 

m$  m4^jesty's  messaq^. 
Earl  FltzwUliam  (Jitd,  that  before  the  houfe  proceeded  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  he  felt  himfclf  compelled  to  trouble  their 

lordihips 
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loifdflrips  with  m.fisur  words  on  a  fubjeA  of  the  ucinafl  public 
importance.  .  It  was  a  fubjed  in  which  the  cabinet  were  par- 
ticularly implicatedybut  which  albdeeply aiFedted  the  honour 
aod.confiiitency  of  their  iordihips'  proceedings.  He  ought,  be 
was  aware»  to  apologise. to  the  houfe  for  not  having  been 
prefent  when  the  fubje£l  to  which  he  was  defirous  to  call  their 
attention  had  come  regularly  before  them,  on  the  confideratioa 
of  his  Majofty's  meffige.  He  was  then  at  a  diftance  in  tbe 
couotry^  but  immediately  on  hearing  its  contents  iiad  come 
to  fulfil  what  he  felt  to  be  an  urgent  and  indifpeniible'  call  of 
public  duty,  in  delivering  his  fentimeats  on  tbe  nature  of  that 
meflage.  The  mefla^e  ilaced,  that  fuch  a  crifis  had  arrived  as 
would  induce  his  Majefty  to  meet  any  difpofition  for  ntgocia* 
ttbn  on  the  part  of  the  enemy»  with  an  earned  defiro  t»  give  it 
tbe  fuileft  and  fpeedieft  efFe<^.  The  prefent  war,  his  lordlhip 
remarked,  was  of  a  nature  different  from  all  former  wars*  It 
was  commenced,  not  from  any  of  the  ordinary  motives  of  po-» 
)icy  and  ambition,  in  which  wars  generally  originate;  it  waa 
exprefsly  undertaken,  though,  in  his  opinion,  toa  tardily,  to 
jeftore  order  to  France,  and  cScSt  the  deftrudion  of  the  abo-^ 
minable  fyftem  that  prevailed  in  thiit  country.  Upon  that  un-f 
derftanding  it  was  that  he  had  fq>arated  from  flune  of  tfaofe 
with  whom  he  had  long  a£led  in  politics,  and,  witk  other  noble 
firtends,  lent  bis  aid  aind  afliftance  to  his  Maje%'s  minifters^ 
Upon  that  underfianding  be  bad  £Jled  the  iituacion  which  ho 
fome  time  fince  had  the  honour  to  hold  in.his  Majefty 's  cabinet. 
Knowing,  then,  on  fuch  authority,  the  ohjeSt  of  the  war  to 
have  been  to  reftore  order  in  France,  the  precife  objefi  from 
which  he  and  his  noble  friends  had  been  induced  to  give  it 
tbeir  fupport,  he  muft  confefs  that  he  was  fomewbat  furprifed 
at  the  declaration  in  the  meflage,  ^^  tijat  his  Majefty  was  now 
ready  to  treat  with  France."  When  he  looked  to  the  zQuA 
iituation  of  France,  be  faw  no  change  of  circumftances  which 
could  juftify  fuch  a  declaration,  confiftently  with  that  objet^ 
for  which  the  war  was  undertaken.  He  could  regard  itin  no 
other  light  than  as  an  entire  departure  from  the  principle  on 
which  the  war  had  been  commenced,  and  had  hitbeito  beea 
continued. 

His  lordfliip  proceeded  to  examine  what  other  motives 
might  be  aligned  for  the  war,  bcfides  that  which  he  bad  men- 
tioned. If  it  had  been  a  war  fpr  any  common  obie^t,  it  could 
not  have  been  protraded  to  fuch  a  length*,  and  even  at  an 
earlier  period  it  might,  he  faid,  have  been  concluded  upon 
terms  much  more  advantageous  than  at  prefent.  If  it  htMl  been 
a  war  merely  for  the  protedioti  of  our  alliesf  all  intereft  in 

carrying 
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carrjj^g  it  on  muft  have  ceafedi  when*  Fhuider»  and  Holiaiid 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  toe  enemyy  and  the  ittcer  had  con«> 
cl«tfled  a  ireacy  of  alliance  with  Fnince«    If  ic  had  been  a  war 
for  aggmndifementy  or  cxtenfion  ^f  territory^  wttcntght  have 
treated  with  moch  more  advantage  at  the  period  when  the  Ait« 
ftrians  had  made  fucb  progrefs  in  the  French  terrieorm,  or  at 
the  period  when  we  ourfelves  had  got  Tucb  large  acquifitiont  m 
the  Weft  Indies.     We  might  then -have  nuKle  much  mors 
brilliant  terms,  than  we  coaU  poifiblyexped  intheprefiraC 
moment.    It  was  ailedged,  that  the  prefent  goycrnment  in 
France  was  the  only  one  which  had  Sufficient  power  to  make  s 
ii^;ociation.    Of  the  prefent  government,  he  remarkedy-mini- 
flers>  as  yu,  had  but  a  (hort  experience ;  an^  former  govern^ 
raents^  while  they  lafted,  had  not  ibewn  any  want  of  the  neoeC* 
fary  authority  for  the  objeds  of  executive  admintftratton.    if, 
minifters  had  been  difjpofed  to  treat*  with  a  govenunent  of  any 
fort,  that  poflcfied  authority  at  the  time,  there  bad  fermeiljr 
bnn  an  executive  council  jiivefted  with  relpanfibility'for  tfaie . 
purpofe.    Robeipierre  had 'hold  the  fupreme  power,  vtrfted  iat 
bis  own  perfon»  for  fifteen  months ;  why  did  net  minifters  ihctai^, 
apply  to  him,  if  all  they  wanted  from  the  governrnent,  wkhi 
whom  they  ihould  negociair >  was  -metely  fufficient  feice  td  give  • 
ciFedl  to  the  treaty  ?  « 

The. carl  faid^  be  bad^  he  trufted,  (hewn  that  minifters! 
might  both  have  treated  much  earlier,  and  with  iniiaitelf* 
greater  advantage,  if  their  objections  to  negoctatehad  not  im* 
mediately  referred  to  the  nature  of  the  government  eftabUflied' 
in  France;  if  their  ofajeA  bad  not  been,  as  he  had' -already 
ftated,  to  reftore  order  in  Fr»ice«  He  virould  aik,  therefore^ 
was  the  prefent  government  in  France  fo  materially  jdteredi 
in  its  nature  and  conftruftibn,  as  all  at  once  to  do  away  their 
former  objedlions,  and  produce  that  crifis  which  the  meflage 
defcribed  ?  Uf  the  pcobable  ftability  of  that  government,  no' 
experience  that  they  had  yet  had  could  allow  them  to  pro«f 
nounce  an  opinion ;  in  its  principle,  he  affirmed,  the  prefent 
government  of  .France  to  be  precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  wfaidr 
bad  preceded  it.  It  was  ftill  a  pure  unqualified  democracy, 
containing  the  feeds  of  difTcntion  and  anarchy,  and  affording 
no  f^curity  for  religion,  property,  or  order.  It  provided  no 
adequate  guard  for  property:  religion  it  exprefsly  excluded 
from  its  fyftem,  and  it  introduced  no  diftin£tions  which  could 
give  tScti  to  the  obfervance.  Was  it  to  be  accounted  aregular 
government,  becaufe  it  exaded  a  tax  equal  to  the  rate  of  three 
days  labour,  or  required  a  qualification  of  property  to  the 
amount  of  ten  days  labour,  in  order  to  be  an  dcAori  Thejr 

furely 
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wef^ht  to  cfRmttiflfftnco  fo  mvi^. >  •  • -<  ...jt 

that  gwawiMifiu^qrafc  e9inp^c4?>'L#r' their  ]ord0itps.l(9^  Mh 
tbtf*pei4!yii6rom«pirfii^  thet-cxecufeite  ditedory*  ^^W^mp^iihffc. 
not  ttw  wrf  incnwhs^htd  te4*>inftMoieiit»14n  |nr«*tdiogllK|^ 
fotnts^iiif  arfMfohTand.blc>«d<  whRborigiDaliy  httdtNSCnTioiKMMhdi 
llMlr^>WoflU  M«  friends'  f<»  far  forg«t  their  foHncr  t»rii«oiplei«. 
fdtntirelf  dlivcA  tfaemfeWes  of  thofe  feclingf  whioh^iiidii^ 
tiimi-cift  lend' their  fiippoit -to  the^war,  a»  t^be^tady  «fi.g9 
iifttf  aflp  aHiance  wtch  tlie  nMi  Kgakift  wkofe  poM^.  ^IicjiC'IhmI 
umttdto^makeaftandf  He  applied  «>  mtnifteniv  tft.'vt^ 
mmted  l^rm  of  their  farmer  praMmtift  with  rarpcft^^a^^ 
oV^eet^^cff  the  War^  which  thfy  fiudvimot^the  ikmamt^itm 
eMjntf<y9<Mriithe  6k«tieii  of  Eitfofie.  Would  thainoWd'tord^ 
fiy htghin  hiV'Magtftf'a  cimtfcil^'and  fe  paiticiilftriy^comtii^ 
kr  dnf  tmnfiiAiM^ai  might  t)c  had  mith>  foreign  powem^ufiM^ 
fittd:iMadtf  fe'p«cl«ie  and  fordbk  an  -sMreft  to*ihr  boMfe  on 
^  Murtter  dMM  Freneb^Monai^,  now  join  iiands  itfMhl^us 
ttbMn^^bm  4lwy ihad  agfflwawd  thtir'  gnikf  'b)|:  ^mkKMine 
tlMiy^iamte  ittiUlt  blood  ofthls  utttiap^yquten  ahdMa  iaHooeipr 
Mcr?'li(foiisttfe(6'«oiiM»f^  jFiiMMlliom^aid^^ie 

entirely  dtfapproyed  the  tnefTagef  and  the  addfefe^hat  ind/olr 
toWU'lf;  alMIr  thb«^tu  t>o^f«il:te  oould  be  ntodo^fofalye  wflh  4bft 

*  7ihf )£«r/b/'i£airi0rda;f Afoeihaifed  a  petition  from  thKConoly! 
of  ^rfc  againfL  th»  biih  namfotiding.  Onisred '  lot  lie/  oa 
iirtabie.  -i   ..      -.uv .. 

*  She  J^ai^  ef  Bt^ni  pcefented  a-  joetitBo^.^qm  tba  «ec«' 
ohamsy.fliip^awnerK,  ciadcjrs,  and  iiihabiiaQCa^f/t||o.toana4>f 
Kang&m.  upon- HuH,  agoinft  thc.billfr.  OideMd  .touHc nQq 
ihrtaUe .  -r  : ,  ^.  ,  ..... 

?   .&n;  •/!flr!9i9f//a«M  pcefenCad  a  petition  fiom  S^ 

▼our  of  the  bdls*    Ordered  to  lie  on  the*cab]« -^ . ..  •  • 

SEDITIOUS   MEETING    BILt."*  ".     '^' ^   '  * 

The  ordes:  .of  tfiq  day  being  moved  for  tbe  UiJird.reaJIagipf 
|he  biU  fv)i:  preventing  icditious -afleaibli^s,    , 

J^orff  ,Gr4!hyiUe  moved  ^n  ^mondm&nt)  that  in  one  of  tjie 
^au(es,.<ieipti<5Ung  printers  in  Scptland^  inllea4  of.  the  w^jd 
oS^Qq^  therei  iboMld  be  vnfe^ted  fdony.  Aft^r  51^^- 
^^rU  the  aoiendoieiu  was  agreed  to».a;id  the  blH  read  a  thy-d 
iwe.    jQA^the  ^eilipn^  ^^  t^t  ihc  bill  ^o^uqm,'  pais."'       \ 
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The  bill  my  k>ft)s  now ftands  tnShnt'yoaextBlf  ts  ic  is«toipafe 
ifflo ^^atWi*  Ifi'itie  cMrfit  of  the drfbdHtti  wbkh  it Iim  oiil 
^iM'lvne,  ft  has  hetit  dfvcfted  laf  feioeral  obivm^ttf ^  cUniM^ 
^feh,  if  retaAMdy  ntigfat  faame  been  attMidc4>wMi'thb  iwdb 
bofridafttil'ftliil  cMfequenoet.  Ttid^iBotpiiomMt  principb^ 
lkMrev«r,^AiU  remail»*$  that  prifid|de,  iothecomomplttcian 
^  wMehl'do  NOt'fcniple  to  pfonounce  it  «»  infringfeiMiic 
Md'VMatiM  of  ttecbiiMcutuMi^  Tkefe  is  mo  iNUelon|.<b 
'ftMiMi»<M  Mif ocftte  for  die  bfll»'  aa  to4mf  that  it  impoftfa 
fbifte  riSftfiAioiis  <oiv  die  Tight  tyf'pefitioniiig*  He  amy  (kfy 
ilidctfd,  that  theferaftrfakm  are  cffendaland^ecary.  i^ea 
ihe  coniratjs  afirm  'them  to  be»  annccefiky  and  pernicioiia. 
The  bill  gfvesca  pdwm,  uPMeh  is  liable  to  abiife }.  it  i»  in  vaia 
to  felt  me  that  kwlHf  not  bt  abtifed.  I  nerar  will  ceo&de  fack 
^po¥^ty  wliile  I  gm  ignwoat  for  what  puipofea  jt  4iiay.be 
uptAied,  0^  to*  whar  extent  it  may  be  carried*  >  I  any  peAUv 
He  aftaedf'Whf  I  dMnot  attend  the  commltteeitliereto^i^eft 
iteh  «ti«ciat)0Aa  4M  i  deemed  acceiary*?  i  coaU  fNippoA  ab 
iimendiaentscoiififtendy  withnqr'Ownieniiments,  4tha»  wooid 
*Mt  haf>e  ftrutfk  atihepriaeipie ctf  the  biti;  wmilOkoiMimt^ 
been  afliattttd  lo  have  foggeftedfocbaiiatite  verbid  aiierationi» 
:as  woidd  haytf-  Itfc.  all  the  cvtl  of  the  priaeiple.  i  fo  mach 
itriHied  that  the  biil^ihould  go  aiNOad  naked  lo  dw  paUic  in 
^  its  original  deformityt  tiut  I  abaoft  fogret*  Aatany  aaaead^ 
'litents  have  been  made  in  the  committee.  At  the  (ametimey 
-when  I  looked  to  the  great  and  horrid  evik  which  night  have 
<fbllowed  fi<om  the  operation  <if  die  biM,  if  it  tad  paSed  ask 
iMS  firft  introduced,  at  the  danger  even  of  a  civil  war^  which 
pofllblyhas  been  averted,  I  cannot  help  reioicing  chat  "the 
voioe  of  the  peopfe^  which  I,  in  common  with  odicrs^  emtted 
n^fclf  t»  bring'  forward,  has  produced  fo  fidatary  and  bene- 
^ilcial  an  «fft£b.  The  ground  urged  for  adopting  rtits  'biH  bflfs 
been  the  outrage  againft  his  Majefty's  perfon,  It  has  been 
'bbhfly aflbned,  thaif  previous  tathat^vent,  theprop^tion 
6f  fedid^  was  notorious,  and  that*,  it  maybe  bamediately 
tiaoed  to  do^rtnes  which  were  openly  preached.  I  as  boldty 
contradid  the  aiTertion.  Upon  that  point  we  are  therefoHS' j|t 
iffue.  How  then  is  it  to  be  eftabiilhed  f  Sj  proof,  by  exami- 
'Ytadon,  by  inveftigation.  Theie  have  been  rcAifed;  aird 
tiftinifters  did  weH  torefuie  them  :  for  they  were  well  aware 
<  that  their  meafures  were  not  calculated  to  ftand  fuch  a  teft. 
•Had^the^  been  in  poffdfion  of  thoie  n|aterfakof  pnoof  whieii 
we  required,  would  they  have  refufed  them  i  if 'the  oircum- 
«ftaaceadf  the.  times  siiipofed  upon  diem4he4iooefi^of<briag- 
► '  Vot.  II.  1795.  3  O  ing 
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timesiptriofiii,/  wquM  thqr  nof,  tf  poifiUcy  lixrs  cmpkijwdjhr 
itievis.^  Acure  o^itaacuntncty  as  thflir  4iita(ftfcs^rtw)i|U 
4Mrb)nii9regaiK.ibr«b  tfi>lte  public  Vfitb  muobLCrcaiBr  dEc^ 
imd  havttr  been  ^lovnd^kf  a  .cbearful  and  .u^^iKid.'ilfiMifft^ 
fXhe  pre^  mcsfijm  v^fikb^beiibufitd  erofrltr^fflvHM^ 
imii^- 1  aHMafratd,  witbticnpiMMty.  I  do  not  vrila't^  fmpnifHo 
^  invc^bves  ugainft  Ih4  cbm^eit  of  .megi AraMj  U^i^tnq^ 
koweyer  iio  bo  conteakdy  that^maDy  of  rhofir  i«>wh9ai  £o  la^ 
aiiowar  ii^to.bis  givcn')>y  this  prcfeoit hiU^  ^cA^oown  k>Jk 
HMniptiato  or  al  ic^&mfo  HaUeifcOJCairaptiQii :..and  to  pscr 
SaoM  of, idiis  ddcripttoiiy  .joufjive  tba  power  %9  ^rieft  an  £|ir 
gbfliman  whikihe  is  fpeaUng»  Mrhile  iie>vU  iii^ibe,iiii(Uli)  ff 
£ia.acgiiiDent}  chougiv  you  recogiuiftitb^/prtiacip&-^at  of 
Ipecckvor  rpablicatton.ought  l^  be  judged  ifo*i  a  Aotiphvd  p^ 
i^^yi^t partial  viewof  iUe/Contencs^  butifroervn fcir/aompni^ 
eifontof  die  comext*  faod  a  :ddiberate  4x»n)i<iiilip(i  qf  (he 
<tendeiicv'9ftbe  whole.  .Jb  eafe  of  any  refifomcciiir  ^ftmiB^ 
tion^f  wont  infao^power  you  ^eto  tbe-ma^ftntfe  t  to  di^iei)^ 
thotfitttulg^  ta^qibree  iaiKtasy  exeoftten  r  endHVowurk  iio«r 
nany.kiflds  ors)bfloiftmi  may  .taioe  place  in  a  bagr.aiTeaiUy 
ihoit  of  gdual  yjdknoe^  it  is  oot  yout:  loidfiiips  all  i(fi0w4)P 
.be.  dxpoEbri^  t&ati.Ei^fliauiica  iwilt  alLtM  onoih  bocome  a«» 
CiiAoioed:tQifilivkude$  'aiid^>on  tbe  fiift^mandace  of  t  conrenit 
jnd^worthleftmagtitrasei  dt^ierfe  like  a  tioopof  flaves.':Ye% 
in  everyiiiich  in£flcei»  you  put  it  ia  tbc)  power  nf  ».i|i^ft|aKe 
io£.tbisi..defi:ription  i;o  enforce  the^ Kau>ft  dtwae'^  penaUiflei» 
wfatfevcrtbeBntifli.^rit  Aall  ejiber  undattntadlyl^vpfeiih 
.¥mrd  in  t^  aidMoui.  taifki  of  •afierttng  ia  .oiftti«g^.iti9htt,<fir 
'MnperinritscfiergiiM.witb  prudence.;  ihaltc^linly^rQiiiaiiioii 
ib^de&nSve^  and  affiioie  the  inflexible,  but  unoftrnding,  at^ 
«iidc;  of  oppofitiqn^  Jq  caprice  6r  tyftnn]!.  Sfucb  a  powtBTl 
¥P0uld  not.truft  even  to  the  man  whom  I  moft  loved^  ineveicd, 
and  efteemed*^  To'fuch  a  man  I  might -truft  my  owqJifif^ 
Aiy.own  Jioerty, ;  and  my.own^pcopecty  (  but  I  wtouii  tuH,  tmil 
.thofe  of  my  jeo^ntrymen.  |I  feel  chat  thcn^  .1  ami  oot  del»> 
/gated  frwft  them,  I  am  deifgated  for  tbem.  :  ^  /  ^  -^ 
.  With  reaped  to  the  fjuft  of  the  outrage  on  bis.M^eflyy.Mi 
i^irhiq^.famuch'ftrefs  hasiiecn  laid,  what  was  die  drifti  of  ithe 
^ueftiOiis  on  theexanueatioRof  ttit  perfont^  wt|o.«ttendfd.bitt 
iA»f^i.\^t^.  wh^t  did  tbe<evidence then  broegbtferwavd^ 
'to/proved  ,|  That  die  perfeas  any  way  impboa/bed'jntbatoiH- 
mp;eiwenr)biit fefv Ml  cumber ;  at  firft  it-waaialdoiily  sbivt 
ttaar^yt^AxAfiSWWKlsmee  above  twcitiMiadMl.*i.icifecaicd#> 
^  '  .'  •    4     ..  '  be 


telle  wMk  vtmiaHknUf  proafi  |jw(  tte  outcogexvM'^itimlf 

^tSb, MrtAit £tU9g  t»«tiilave the  wbok  p^k «f  Eogltiid'inr 
tbewcBOitfli^m  •  firwvd'^Q>cnite.  :indivixlii?M  ;  Was  i£eir ^glidlft 
a^tiAiiattiQ^ d<  riwUbiicw andoruttyuiiiflniwnis iriwoh went 
emAodbjPitbisiMi:?  -  Thece  iS'iMvweimrlMiotliev^toisiKi'Oft 
«itch.tluS'biUiisrdafimiie<if«a  a  oiearufeofc  prcveatioir«  c 'This 
argunBnt'fenencDaBfiiig  the  peoal  codey  iti  order,  toi  tweMal 
cfnoBs,  it;  itnm&xcanrk^?  fouedechoA  a.moft  defpotici|»itt^ 
cipie,-  tadi^'Mii  inaovadon  of  thBLixioftidlhgerons  niitfiB^  *  li 
k*cDnti)ar]iJd)that.rpirit  which  goidedfhe  l^flativeipiMeOdm 
Mgs  of  ttur .  smcfftofs,.  contnirji  D9rrAe  ilrhole;tCMlir:^  4(lfft 
kiivk.  >Jt  ifiM  be  recQlieAed)  that  iam^Titi  oidcr.fo  be  juAi 
mightto  fay  eiptfiily  .upoprall  panics ef  (be  comnwoily^.titt 
Ijtaac  aa  weMf  aa.  the  imaUi  *  The  prefciH:  bill  is  chtcfty  cuk 
ciihiieflricafreftram  iheJeiaier  orders;  andAic  will  become  this 
kiviBrio'VQtoUeAltiQ relative  finuitioo  m  which  theyi  ftaivl,|o 
that  -da&jaf.  fecie^  .j  We  may  be  well  find  to  fatten  by  'ih^ 
tent  of  tbett  brows.  .  To  them  we .  are  indebted,  4iot '  im^ 
■sdiatrly  ii^leed  for  the  fitoacioo.  we  hold  here,  hutfor'^^aU 
iMe  appendages  which  ifender .  that  fifmtion«  defirable'^ 
sjcbea^rf  hoapufs» '  and  power,  u  They  ean  do  withpui  us ; 
W0  oaimot  don  without  thcoB*  I  luveiheard  with  pain^ 
aad  with  fiirprifta^  »  compaiiiibn  betw^n  the  Fceach and*  the 
£Dgli(h  freqiMSRtlgr'introdiieed  in  .the  eourfe'^f  tbefe  debaoea;^ 
scompaiiibft  that  defies  .all  fobipr  re«fi»ning#  Wherever  an 
apebgy.iias.teeo  wanted  for  the  bills,  it-has  been  (aid,  *Moo)c 
fo^iben^mple  flf  Krance.'!  The  cafe  of  ^e  French  «nd  of 
the  £figlifl£  aaripaterially  different.  l4o  pot  fay  that  there  ia 
aoy  dif&reaoo  imthe  aatwre  of /the  animal  man  in  either  coon^ 
try;  hot  I  look^  wbdre  common  fenfe  teaches  me  to  kx>]c,  to 
the  efkShof  priopjpiesjand  ^duf  ation,  operating  upon  them 
iinheir.rpfpf^9:ii(e  fituattons%  The  French  have  for  centuries 
bMndooased  to^bend  beneath  the  yoke  of  oppreifion;  thay 
bave.beencicqvftoaiedito  witmfr  the.  profligacy  ai>d  extrava«< 
gancyflf  4be.mttrt^and.to  coniider  depravity  of  morals  as  a 
mBwiBaaf.  qMl£oatiioD.  for  honours' and  'pr^erment.  £nglifli«% 
men,  on- toe  contaary,  huve  at  diffei^ent  periods  ftrugg)e4 
boldly  am)  gallaotty^or -libeny ;  and  if  occaiionally  they  have 
bdf  a  forbed  sO:  f^bniM^:  they  have  again  burft  their  chains,  a^d 
loaded  fihesiiipon  c^ijr'qppqeiIbrs«>6UGb  has  been,  fuch,  I  truft, 
OMT  wiU  be:  tbmiifidr^pendence  of  ^  £,ngtiih  fpirit,,  and  the 
e«xgy,of  the  fis^iHi.  chara^r.  Fipn;  ihi^  operation,  fuch,i 
mjt  venture  ^^fdteieil,  muil  be  ^he  fate  of  ail  attempts  todeprtye 
lteB.of  thc>  ql^fiwg^  oC  thw  ^ne  cooftit^qn.  .Wh^t  Im  the 
5  3  ^  3t  example 


«ireqiiMotrctar«i'i9v6liiiioii,  ftiaMilafed«lxltooQgbt>iMi  k^ 

tiitpe6pte«fetteiiidie'\0nAlved  and  opprdbd,  chetM^isak 
My  be  <piaMi^taeinjcMry  mnI  the  moMtiteangly  ^aiitevrte 
MiifMl  1^  atMib^  tne  w^nHitflgtsc^  iicin)^  nooveftd  viqcinnm 
Wuir-ornHfotiMrhMd  few  been  tht  nitttiBeniof  tlR.%iptoplD 
4F  tbisicbttiHry  f  They  have  fubmitte^  yd-  a  ilifiifttoas.  ami 
caiMrimii  mtn  wMi  patience  and  refigaacion  i  difrfttftnsvand 
tthnUioua  itv^utt  be  nAnicierf  «o  beby  every  tmtfy^irom  tbo 
«Me(»f 'btood  and' treafure  with  wbkb^irhas  been  afttendcdiC 
iltlw  Ivtttt'  diey  fiiAiecd  ter  ftibanii  iirpatieMri  and  heacika 
rt4fe  #fthdiJt  repifiiilg  i  T^f  were  toid  that  it  woa  &^«a0 
ttr^HedtMl^r  the (bkedf  tiberty,  for chepreibfeatm»ni.tbti9 
fteMMftiimiM.  That oM fMHg moft dsorea ihem^ far avhaill 
tfiey  hadinlade^ib  mtiAy  AdMcM,  «ind  wMeb  leconcibMiaaa 
•(»«Hthetr«feflM^%  vcu^tritowabotitrioQiia  "XIm 

yt«fiM  Ai«tiAHie  i  hum  dMidedIv  reaard  ai»  a  vMadab  ^iths 
Mgliia*^  the wnftMtidis  *  eMbUA^  af  the  i«yaiinim<  ^  i  .  j 
<  'Thimi4«n#4^thtfrtdpic4  my\<M^  (M^hidk*lf9riih  to\hf 
a  ftw  ivords;  The  i^^cito  wMeh) I  am^efinMla  toiadvcrtee 
fbe  Hgtft  >M  itffiflftM^}  with  Ttfp^  w  whMi'fa  ^tamk  km 
Itrtfetybeeii  6id^  mrii  fe  hiany  groA  «atMiiinittai|iafei  beenlciaa 
itl^aiedi-*  Thereto  n^  man  who  now#iMd»up  aaidetodtte 
^)AH^et  of' piaffive  obedience  and  txei^nfiAwniek.'  ^tmum^ 
fi^rAilly  ^dwittt^d  that'the^e*  is  a  certaindbgnt  of'  opptcffion 
•WhWh  tti^n'mty /nfUAably  refift,  and  when  oppi^dhm  JKtiHes 
iar<«'cef«»»A'pt>(rYt'tif  fabmit  is  m>  lofigev  a  ^iieftiem  of  mond 
d»ty«  If  n  had  fftil^A  to  my  fliaret^liave  dabated  ibis  bill 
atthe«««e«mencerrfeiit^  and  ai;  k.-waarerigiaail^  treugbt  Ibaw 
ward,'  I  ^ouk}  not  have  belitated  to  httvii  deOMd,  as  waa 
MEMvtfd-by  fome  t^pefUble  -frilAidsor  ntiwe,'  IhiRrtf'  ehe^MH 
ftdbfM  te(MfTied  inib^^a  law}  aaid  exeUite^Mfo  ica>i»etMt»  ick 
Mtehde-Would  then  <fif»y  be  decKned  fr^ia 'nNHMk  of  .pew- 
ieme^i  and  Abt  of  defy.  I  wotiM  havt'dwie  fis^'beoanfei 
^nk  ft  ^e  duty  of^every  public  man,'  «ii''Ocrafiotis.likwthB 
pi^nt,  tofpeak  our,  to  lay  Ms>  breaft  4ipeii  to  the  public^  ab 
#xpde  his  feminvpAta  clear  as^ay,  to  ilate  n^^tei  peepie  tte 
extent  ef  the  danjger,  and  to'dedar^  the  g^ffmeiidiAasaiaif 
hi^  <mn  feelings.  I  oppoTe  «his  Mil  froiimriiltipleti  i  epprfe 
it  from  the  precedent  which  it  affords  for  mwtt  aftsmf  imo- 
iration  V'from'  the  example  which  it  eftaMrlbes^  that  parlia-^ 
tmnt  hstiFe  A*jri|^4«' vioiaie'  thofr laws  wkitb wcw fttdaMt 
*' .  the 


l4ityidId«l«tii9Md<aiicliiiiUL  -  in  iMpppri  of  tt)o^  priociplaft  mf 
^gMnflofsibcd  teir  Wood  |  nthoii  thanddtn  prbetHiy  thm^ 

ftmiMwAm  ihAmk^s,  Itet  >the  «fici^y..«vbicli.  Im  oiv  oiitfrjr 
todrpoit  oocafiD<l8  >i»wkg4  ♦  tkc  coadiid4>f  itieEngMi  wm 
ric*iy  isrnotfcc  fitbduod^  ind  that  dieoc  i9  a  ^il»  rifiag  it>  cbe 
puopto)  itrtaiaMluft liuaU y 4dfac |he fnadoMid  fimUaitmpte 
of  tbofe  who  fockfo  curuilor  abrogate  the  privileges  of  \M^ 
fcoe conftitution.        «.  - 

Tbi  Duki  ofLiids  profefled  to  look  always  to  nieafures,  md 
wm  tu.imia^mAio  btireadjrto  tsoeive  truth  wbectwr  it  cbuM 
W  tBit;with*  r  The  Imtta  wad  equaUy  welcmief  whethef  kg 
Ibuatf  it  in  Sir  Robert  FthMf^or  iathe  writing  ofiMr4  Locke  | 
ft^ihft  £mI^  he  fliould  fippnove  equally  of  a  meafure  that  a^ 
peircdCD hinvwifc ^p^Sahmty^  whether  k  camefnoai thejiciio 
flfadaatif:  Bca0tMfield»  orJKhc  kik  caral  efcfcaHiy.of  fieaaftM 
ftiUdn^^'  Hc/hftd  heanliainiftcni  opoiplaiii  oYthcpaini 
tridm  |oiittfrqirrfm«h«hi4k4.  thoreihad  oortaaidtyheetiimioll 
wikt^nSntmxii  a«d.he.wa»€CCt«Atkat^  incliifbjr  ufodco 
raife  oppQfitian<eo  the  Ub  iud  ddteired  mai^  who  difappfOMed 
thtm,  fron^tdbfyng.tbeif  diflike^  fromafearof  inlbrntng 
tha'pabiic^nyjodtDiidaneefOM&dagfcie.  Hedidnor^bUGmo^ 
ttdy  eapa£k  tJfaH'afiyt  iitienpt.vvMkl  evor  have  faeeh  made  i» 
weakDBiitbe  a^gh^  od  petitiAiuag  \  7et  he  «im  ikPfnM  to  find 
that  tUfl  righe  .^w  attowod  asi.  to  pending  meafiuvs^  wfaicb 
wDbUiLffoKd.ib'cafy  auioppmtvnityof  eluding  the  law;  in 
fad,  he.  faw  Mib.that  sbf>»Qoa  peifons  iwgbt  Mat  aflembio» 
whileiaibw  was.  m  pocfgrdis  and  ttU.  it  teoeived  the  Royal 
•ttent;  .Thotadk  bud  on  magtiUatea  wasy  he  Ihoi^lo^  moM 
ihaif  ebey  went  ei|aal  to. .  ,The  geoeratity  and  oblamty:  of  the 
btU^lie<aUb  tbaaght^  woidd  mtnodace  confufioo  and  danger  in 
the  apphcation  of  it;^  Hci  had  therefore  been  fiirprifed  and 
fcrvy  to  feeths  oopnhieQ  ofaAinaie  m  refufing  all  aaoendnentt* 
in  itstpfiefenl  ftafo.iAie  bill  ought  ant,  he  conoeiwd^  ip  pafci 
and  ib  thioking^h^  «nouM  oppote  k.  He  was  convinced  «hac 
trwooU  not  ecmovc  the  nvils  it  was  meant  to  redreis.  It 
saonU  indnoe  people* to  divide  into  fmall  bodies,  and  elude  iho 
law  by  jseetingibdow  ihemind)er  of. 50 ;  and  iodtee  kdiirea 
Ksbe^cvfA'gratts.  InAeadof  0pea  attacks  it  wodd  encourage 
Jecnt  tMsdeanantng»  and  in  the  event  prove  dt^inlental  to 
Ciieeyt  branch  of  the  conflkuttnn.  He  wooid  theiefbte  vole 
agmnfi:;thebiUi..  .!     . 

L9rdJSaufkJkmry  contended,  that»the  bill  was  in  ftrt&  con^ 
ImmiXf  tathe«priacipka.ofihe  conlbtutioOyirbMdi  ai  all  tknes 

had 


kai  AewiMiitfelf  ode^oate  and  kady:  tomeef  ti^dat^imidul 
threatened  it*  ^The  real  principle  of  die.bill  Was,  th4tUtti|ai)Q 
^%rifice  of  a  part  for  the  fafcty  of  the  whole*  .  At-rdi^uicfil 
periods  ^fi  ouc  hiftory^  meafures  had  <beea  adopiad^Kai  ^ 
QBiefgency^nditred  theqn  expedient  and  neceflary*  hv^  be* 
fi|r^  ijie.  revolution^  in  the  reign  of  SJchard  IL  iunilac.piiaTf 
opies  with  tfaoi^  of  the  focieties  £o  ^uch  alluded. to^  ywro 
f9oat;;fedition  bad  been  preached  to  the;peQiile.lrQDi;4thi«fc 
text:—  " ,  ...,•..-.'  -v,  .\.%;  -..', 

'<•  When  Adam  delv'd,  and  Eve  fpan, 

«  W^ere  was  thea  the  g^tleman  ?"  ,     '      A 

And,  it  is  curious,  that  hiftory  tells  us,  tfaattbedoSruiaof 
^t  dav  alfq  was  imported  into-this  country  from  Fiance*  > 
:  In  iitei:  times,  his  lordOiip  obferved,  various  fpecies  of 
tr^afon  had  been  fet  on  foot,  which,  had  always  met^witb  a 
competent  counter-adiion,  fuggeAed  and  applied  by  the  vigi^ 
lance  and  ioterfeteace  of  the  legillatare.  With  regacd  tUtSbit 
fa£U  on  which  the  prefent  bill:  was  founded^  be  refarrrdiie^ 
proof  of  their  exiftence  to  aaalaiBuag  CKtent|'to;the»iaip6tt  tf^ 
cheir.Iordlhips  fecret  committee  laft  jrear,-  to  tfae^  pubUci  jmh 
torietyvof  the  copdufl  and  objefb-oftbe^icaits^in^^iaeftioii^ 
und  allb  I  to  legal  convidlionsin  one  or  twi»  inftaaces*  *'  brwas 
profeflQd,.that  there  was  nqintemioa  pf  iiilerferiag  widifpi|UtD 
meetingsffer  anyobj^  that  was  openlf  ayowodyajsd  had  boea 
hitherto;  .and  to  inveftigate  ,meafure&  peftding  ia  parliament, 
HP  reftridion  was.  made  ofany  Ibrtwiialibever* .  .WkeUilhe 
regiilations  of  .the  bill  were  extenioed^  they  would  be^fciiod  to 
aiiiount  to  the  ili^hteft  reftri&ion  poifible,  by  wbkh.-fuch'obje^ 
aa  ifri  pmfefled  . were  likely  to  be  4)btained.  :  Whathpublic 
aiBetir^;:qf  anyuiefpoSabiltty^  coidd  be  formed,,  which  did  SM 
€iHitaiitfiBiV£n. inhabitant  houfiskeepers  to  iign  amotifcc.as.tfae 
bUl  rendeifid.  refiuifiie  i  If  there  were  iuch,  it  muft,  berc.pm-* 
pofedofthe  veryJoweft  orders  of  the  people  $  andinopzoiefstiogs 
could  be  ufefol  which  did  not  contain  ar  due  {proportion  ^tftaen 
of  PFoperty  andunderftanding.  It  bad  been  db)sS]ed#iat  this 
WAS  an  infringement  on  tbs  bill  pf  Tights;  an  ob|e&ion  *the 
truth  of  whiGb  he  utterly  denied ;  at  the  very  moQient  that. the 
bill  of  rights  pafled,  th^re  was  a  law  of-Car.  IL  which,  regulated 
the  mode  of  petitioning :  and  Mn  Somers  and  Sieijcaac.^May** 
nard,  who  drew  that  bill,  and  who  were  men  of  known.  ii|biU«y» 
and  weUkneiiv  what  they  were  about,,  would  not  iunre  iailod 
noticiag  the.former  aS,  if  they  had  thought  it  cfadhedvwith ' 
their  draught  of  a  declaration  of  rights*  If  fuck  aulaw  liad 
cxiflcd  in  the  yeai.1780^  it. would,. his. lordibipLiaid,.h^<had 
no  doubtf  .bav«  ..p(evemed.  much.iDf  the  ;nifcbidsf«i)hiei(  cotat 
.    :  mittcd. 
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fliHtedy'aiid  fredaded^the  neceffity  .of  having  recourfe  :to  a 
mHitary^fonoe,  in*  the  firft  inftance,  mda  rigotous  eisercife 
and  enforcement  of  the  penal  fiatuces  afterwards.  .  The  biH 
was  iiot:b3^  beireafoned  upon  as  to  what  was  its  original  form 
and  ioctent»:of  whicbtheir  lordlhips  could  have  do  proper  par<^ 
iitmentarjr  ihforniatton  wfaatfeever>  liut .  as  it  at  prefenc  ftobd. 
Cotffid6riiig  it  in  that  poiiU  of  view,  it  aj>peared  to  him  to  be^ 
by  nd-m^ris^  objeAiooahle,  on  aiecount  of  the. fanciful  im« 
perfeSians  imputed  to  it,  and  therefore  be  ihould  give  it  hit 
fujMQft*  <  .  .  >:        •        • 

fh^  Manr^h^f  Lanjdown  laid  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
t^  attend  !t9  every  ftage  of  the  bill;  to  give  it  his  decided  ana 
•moft  marked  oppofitton.  With  this  view  he  h»d  cone*  down 
io  that  Houferconfiftent  with  wJbat  he  owed  his  country ;  for 
liotyevcr^he  might  have  occafion  to  think  his  oppofitioo  fruit- 
lefs,  wbenfae'confidcred.the  majority  of  the  miniiler,  ftili  he 
ibbuid  iiotba  deterred  from  attending  it  to  the  laft  gafp.  The 
noble  fecretarjp  of  ftate  had  ftated  that  the  two  bills  Were  part 
of  a^MlemL.  The  firft  bill  related  to  the  prote^^ion  of '  his 
Majeftt's  peribn;  the  othef  was- fupported  by  argument^  de^ 
4ltt€ed  tromthefituationof  afFatrs  at  home  and  abroad.  Their 
iord(bi^9  bttd  heard  ftrongi  and  in  his  mtnd>.  invincible  argu«- 
>hent»agai&ft.theconftitutioniilty.of  the  fyfterpr;' and  for  his 
part,  he^wottld  npt  hefiratc  to'wert,  if.the  doflxines  which 
.run  thnx^gh  the  whole  wefe  carried  into  execution  to  the  fuU 
^xtbnfci  ^^  waabigh  time  for  every  man  of  property  td  trao^fet 
41  to  arlanditf /tocdom,  ftnce  freedom  would  be  no  moife  to  be 
found  or  felt  in  this  couAtfy. 

He  wouU  not  abufe  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  to  advert  to 
thofefiale  topics  which  had  been  fo  often  debatod^  Thero  was 
one- obfervation  which  prefled  particularly' on  his  mind,  and 
woutd  00  doubt  have  great  and  ferious  weight  on  the  minds  of 
their  lordCbipsw  -The  bill  not  only  ftruck  at  the  foundation  of 
QviUibcrty^  butit  involved  in  its  operation,  if  it  unfortunately 
pafledfnta  a  lawv  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  .  He  fpoke  with 
diAdince  ontbis  fyhjed,  for  hcthad  confultedao profeffional 
man/Accordingtotbc  pradlicQ  of  the  law  in  cafes  of  mifde<- 
meanour,' thecrown  had  tbepovKerof  challenging  th^  jury, 
while  that  power  was  denied  to  the  prifoner*  .Xhis.  was  a 
.priv^egethac  p^ritook  of  fo  much  inj^ftice  ahd^a^ofr^  .that  it 
wast09rgrors  and  ifihvman  to  require  further  obfervation. 
2ButhelriUte<|,.|)hat  a  right  granted  >^o  a  f^lpn,  would  not  be 
denied  t0:p^r(ons:trf^jfor;  a  n^ifdcfi^anour  under,  the  opera*- 
itiK#<rf'tbi^.bill.  '  Jn'CafesiK)fa  poUjti^al;  natpfe  it  was  obvious 
,so*llk^:ioi^ib^p9  thai-cHcrj'.ind^lgenpeibouId  ibc  granted  tQ 
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thdpnfaiiec.  Jfintniflerfwcre  antii^'Jn  tUtpfirikiilgr^tJKiif 
Ihould  ackoowiedge  dttir  crror4}  but  if  fudi  m  ^abafer;iwM 
crept  into  the  bill,  tbcy  (bould  eaqMOige  rhe>poiibn. 
1  .An  iobfenntionr  Iwd  tkmpci  him  our  dirteoier ijJgjht^'ii^Kkli 
tewifflied  tosiAf»«f&|MMouieitlironttbe<Hoi^ 
Id  be  Ja  fenee^dia-kig  the  lUitaraHife  oCtbeUng;  Wbadiodiliii^ 
ikice  mioiibrttofc^'iftic  to4heIi£fraf  tfaeSvvtrq^nJ.WlMft 
could  be  their  meaning  to  pbce  hisMaj^^  ii^rucbMSiikiMlid 
pnedkunoit?  Or  wiiat  principle  of  fcii^f  cti^  uuki^lkmm 
guilty  of  Aich  an  infult  ?  During  the  reien  of  Anne^  a'fimiiar 
€iU,  for  the  proteiftioit  of  herMajeftjr,  Bad  been  paffirdrCOOr 
formable  to  the  :opinion  of  Judge  Forfler,  duringthe  Jife  «f 
the  i>rel)ellderi^but  be  «V8S  at  ^a  lofs  to  know  -what  afimtf 
there  was  between  the  pirfent  cafe,  and  that  of  a:pc«teiider  t# 
•the  cfQwn  ?  It  was  an  afi  of  injuftice  towards  the  king-^  for 
%  king  (hould  be  bebvcd,  and'  king  of  all  his  fubjefib,  ciml:boi 
rendered  an'objeft  of  JGUoiify  to  thofeagainft  wbom  die  hi^ 
'was  levelled,  '  ■'•':': 

Before  he  came  down  to  the  Hduie,  he  had  read  an'  Addre6 
{n^iiaper  called  the  Times,  from  (he  non«commlffionedo^cer« 
tind  privates  of  a  regiment  co  the  king.  When  be  had  curfb* 
Ibrity  pdrQfed  it^  he  conceived,  for  the  moment,  that  He  had 
^6en  ih  S^ufBa,  and  not  in  England.  He  kneW'tfae  colonel; 
QTftlan  ferwhomhe  hadfhc  greiceftefteem,  and  he  Ad  Hojb 
^x)hcetvethatfiich  an  Adiir«fs'had  itcelved  bib  apikvdhatiM. 
'This^  indecent  Addrefs  drd  xvk  mention  a  fyllable  reteiEtin^ 
'^ittaftrHdufe  of  parliament,  burexprefsly  ftatttd;  thktme  Ad- 
dfeflers  were  ready  to  fupport  his  Maiefty.  ' 
f  *  WJthregarrfto  the'dofiftriiaidrt  6f  th^  Ml^  jfiKwuecefary 
fcrexamine  bow  far  it  was  adapted  ahd  competttit  to  meet  rift 
'prefent  occafibn;  ^  When  minifters  enlarged  on  the  necefBty^ 
*e  m«iftir«,'they  Ihoukl  have  ftatM  from  whence  arofe  the 
•caKrfeof  the  ev^ents  that  iilductd  them  to  bring  ft  forward, 
^lich'6r  fb6  difturbance  in  the  country  arofe  from^ftaiNstcf 
of  eorn,  and^  famine  they  fhoiitd  know  wouldtxcke  'the  molt 
i1>arbaiXMks  and  the  moft  civilised  ftates  to  turbulence  -Midcom** 
-motion;  and  here  it  v^s  carious  to  obfenre 'the -condoAtof 
j|>mifters,  Laft  year  they  prevented  the  merchants  tirom'  a** 
^emptii^  to  prefervea  fupply  of  grain  y  and  now  diey  hf,  in 
the  humbug  paper,  delivered  at  the  conference  iMt  wfj  they 
ihew  the  abfurdity  of  their  former  policy^  and  cidl  on  the  ex- 
ertions of  commercial  men  to  aid  fn  pTetentlitg  In  a  "tertain 
degree  the  famine  with  Which  this  country  is  threatened.  -    ' 

He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  froni  a  commercial  gentleman 
t>f  ks  great  bufincfs  and  fortune,  and  as^  re^pe^abk  « ^jbartffiify 


Dec.  14.]  WOODFALt'S  PARLTAMENfART  REPORTS.       47J 

It  any  in  Euf^pe,  whiclj  he  wou!  J  read  for  tfco  inftru4Hon  <^ 
Ihcir  terdih^     The  letter  was  as  foliows: 

.  •<  ( l*«t  Si^lmd  Ciicerdy..^t «»»  and  aiaf  b^  mU  tb*  Iw^Ieft  fpet  •pon 
^^l^.    I  fee  that  the  nuninifter  wIU  nuke  tht  loan  wiiy  of  fixtecn  oiMioid. 
i^  Xji'tuheiiiii  tVtaking  that  he  wanU  cwlctf  rhiit  iWm  >    Sofry  I  am  to  fiift 
tba(  f ^u  tH  )«hHp^  a-acw  i  400,0091.  AeiWng  ro  the  Smjieior  for  makiny  ki'^i 
Atbtrijlhis  own,  and  orfycatrfc.    Cw'it  cfcape  a  tf«e*|>oIitician,  that  thcJc 
ftlMa^c^rtrtMnf  of  mctafafl«fkii  GcrmAoy,  and  effuaJfy  dmir.ijb  tbt  pr^pi^ 
hf'  4nn^j  ^HgPjbwuntf     Yoor  poatid  fterling  is,  cvcu  at  the  nospiaal  ci^hjui^ 
■(w^warth  twelve^ cent,  lefs  thrsugb  all  Ennf^  than  it  waa;  ||pd.<k»»ftia  b^ 
li!Veflteen/*rcaiit.  hr«,  (that  i$,  lower  tliui  it  wts  during  the  Ameri^aq  warj 
V«rt  k  not  for  the  high  price  of  pold  through  Europe.  '  bJ^.  not  taking  aw^| 
fiim  ettTy  Eiigli^hiaan  i-fxtccnth  of  hi|  pnpsrty  ?    Is'ka^tLincicafiqg  i^vciir 
|4^t/fri»  cci  t.  every  buniei  of  oorn  and  any  commodity  yottht^'^rom  ahroad/     Is 
\\  fi&t  char^og  yjur  lududry  aith  the  IncreKfed   price  of  all  your  wanu  ?     Is  k 
afiTpi^r*^  feaaknipN:y,  of  paying  17s.  ki  die  pound  to  nU  farcignera  wh*  haw 
^icir  fonusctia^-oiir  ftock&.^  '  NumiKrielt  are  the  confe^ucncct  of  w  to  an  [»• 
duRrlous  nation,  but  I  am  afraid  fairinc  is  the  onlyuoe  fo  Imityrdlately  fc]r,  that 
It  Torces  to  a  peace.     The  '^Frendh  repubiic  is  loudly  acknowledged  hy  S««d  :iu 
i>camaxkVaBd  Pt'u(Sa  j  tacitly  by  m;u)'y  othns     The  late  fvc«eilcs  of  the  \xa^ 
fieri j1  army  f^^it  a  jgltmpfe  of  fwcceft,  and  may  affofd  a  Aoit  triuaph  tt)  the  mkii- 
l(cr.    i  am  afraid  the  Empeior  is  «ot  well  advi&d  eaoogh  to  ufc  bis  m^re  favosr* 
4ible  Ctuacion  forgetting  a  more  honourable  .,eace.     I'hc  nuoibcis  wHl  n  txtfk get 
the  fijgeiorjty,  2nd  approaching  dangc/  ^ivs  firm  Aabthty  io  the  new  fyliem  of 
the  Frcndigpvtrnmcnt  .  Their  finances  are  Ytry  low,  ic  h.  the  hquk  of  a  \^^^- 
Vnpt,  where  they  are  felling  the  tcmaioder  of  their  fiirnitore  at  vecy  low  pdcest 
hut  U  not  XX  aaaonff  t)f  more  dangerous  by  being  poor  and  wlui!ke|  hardened  t^ 
wast,  anddeliroasof  ^under,  prpvided  tliey  have  iron,  powder«  and  bivadf  ani 
l^appr^iend  that  of  all  t!.efe  thpgs  they  h.tve  at  \e»A  aa  mu«h  as  you,    Tbet 
Im>vc  above  yon  the  advantage  of  poHcifing  every  thing  m  a  certain  manner  in  coiQr 
H^y  and  of  being  able  to  put  in  requiatioo  whGrt.ver  it  ia  wanted.    1  know  tfaac 
pni\ngj^i^ds(hjip4tUgiuffjifetia/e*J  £9T  affignau,  is  but  afleachange  of  tiaper'* 
h^in  a  counter  which  bA%  i»  Mber  ohjeH  but  to  defend  ita  eaiftenoe,  wfaeroth'p 
UMf^mt  p^aUoin  kind|  iliey  can^evcn  do  without  all  muney,  and  fabftitute  toy  ar- 
bilrary  4gp  for  comparing  the  value  of  things.    In  oneword,  the  total  annihilstioii 
of  «aig|u«i  4se»  ae^  10  my  opinion,  •docide  poor  contefL    If  miAxftert  expcd  it 
Uida  h;ita«otherorthdo  unhappy  delufionsy  the  confe^Mace  of  jodgiog  nej 
0*eftfi.bfflld«uxim»i     fBOugb  of  war.** 

S^ch  were  the  fentiments  of  a  man,  vbo  wa$  atuchcd  to 
no  party,  but  whp  was  a  frit- nd  to  this  country.  . 

,  The  noble  marquis  next  took  particular  notice  pf  the  fnf 
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drawn  on  fortie*'Frcnch  merchants,*  in  a  parricii!«r  <iirarW'  rf 
Europe,  to  pay  whtd>,  filvcr  In  bars  are  on  th«  re«dj  st^^'ii^ 
arrival  u)ill  he  converted  into  corn.  Thus  the  P^rcnch  goverif*^ 
ment  muft'  have  aSicd  in  the  beginning  of  Odlober,  for  the 
jpurpofe  of  providing  their  country  with  corn  ;  whilft  wfc  are 
only  deliberating  about  th€  manner  in  which  it  fliaH  be  dorJe 
in  the  middle  of  December.  But  another  important  rftmark 
occurs,  namely,  that  whilft  our  miniftcrs  arc  rtprcfenting 
France  to  be  in  fo  complcat  a  ftate  of*  bankruptcy^'  as  W  "be 
without  rcfource,  they  have  fcnt  fo  large  a  fum  in  filver  to  one 
place  only  for  tfie  purchafe  of  corn,  c^tclofive  of  what^they 
may  have  fcnt  to  America,-  and  Other  parts  of  Europe.  'The 
effort  of  individuals  rs  totally  inadequate  to  remedy  the'  e^'f 
it  is  from  the:pOwers  and  exertions  of  government  alone,  ih 
.  procuring  »  lar^e  fupply  of  foreign  corn,  from  whence  the 
poor  can  form  &e  flightcft  expef^ation  t>f  relief,  Laft  yeafj 
when  private  merchants  were  competent  to  the  occsfion,  go-* 
vernment  took  it  into  their  own  bands ;  this  year,  when  they 
are  not,  government  decline  it.. 

After  enlarging  on  this  important  hQ^  he  ftrd,  that  Ut  wM 
in  vain  to  attempt  to  ftop  the  fpirit  of  enquiry  that  prevailed 
in  the  country;  every  meafurc  of  miniftcrs,  he  prcdi6ted, 
would  defeat  their  ends.  The  people  ftil!  poffeffed  the  feelr 
ings  of  Endiihmen^  and  would  not  tamely  be  deluded  into  a 
liafe  fiirrender  of  their  rights.  When  Louis  XV.  attempted, 
by  coercive  means,  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  religious  opinions 
in  France,  his  refinance  operated  to  difleminatc  thofe  pnii^ 
.ciplcs  which  he  wilhcd  to  deftroy.  With  an  immenfe  army 
devoted  to  him,  in  vain  he  attempted  to  fubdue  the  pro- 
teftaiits ;  and  they  aflembled  in  fach  numbers  in  public,  that 
the  troops  were  difmayed ;  and  their  principles  received  cele- 
brity, and  gained  profelytes  to  the  caufe,  from  the  ftcadihefe 
and  perfeverance  of  thole  whom  he  profferibed.  He  was  per- 
fuaded  that  the  apprehcnfions  of  famine  in  a  great  dbgree  gave 
Vife  to  the  priefent  impolitic  meafures ;  and  after  ftudyirig  the 
matter  with  due  attention,  he  muft  confcientioufly  gave  lifls^ 
decided  negative  to  the  bill. 

Lord  Grenvitle  faid,  that  much  of  what  had  felfen  f^oih  *tr 
noble  marquis,  and  the  noble  duke,  Virho  began  Ae' debate, 
applied  more  to  another  bill  then  not  before  their  Idfflfhips, 
,thanto  thae  under  confideration,  and  therefore  it  was  unne- 
ceffary  to  follow  them ;  he  would  only  remark,  that  the  iioMe 
marouis  had  talked  of  the  unconftitutionality  of  the  prefent 
meafurcj  but  had  given  no  reafon  why  that  term  ihould  be 
^appliod  to  it.    He  declared  be  did  not  fee  the  force  of  the  ob* 
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tEbrvaCfons  ma<ic  upon  the  ftriking  of  ^ie^i^,  they  badfa  liide 
^|ipe<^on  however  with  the  preicnt  q^dHon^  that  added  to 
lv«  never  having  heard  them  before  introduced  into  the  dif* 
^uffioD,  it  was  not  to  be  expedited  that  he  (hould  dwdl  more 
Mpon  them  than  many  other  of  the  noble  lord's.obfejcvations* 
Sphere  was  he  faid,  nothing  new  in.  the  principle^  or  the 
claufes,  of  this  bill ;  nor  any  rc{lr:iim  that  wa9  not  warranted 
by  laws  JUready  in  exigence,  though  it  contained  fome  regu- 
is^tioas  that  were  ncceiTiry  t9  meet  the  exigiency  of  the  pre-i 
ieiBt  times.  With  regard  to  the  correfpondence  of  the  noble 
^nairquUf  be  knew  notning  of  the  anonymous  letters  they  bad 
heard  read^  but  they  contaiued  not  one  argument  or  pofuioa 
that- might  not  be  &irly  combated  -,  in  all  of  them  he  differed 
entirely  from  tbewriter^  particularly  in  his.comparative  ftatc- 
.|iienix>f  the  French  and.£nglifh  finances ;  and  when  he  ftated 
-what  was  to  be  dreaded  from  a  poor  and  warlike  enemy,  he 
oMould  aj^  if  a  rich  and  warlike  enemy  was  not  much  more 
<tabe  dceaded?  It  was  faid,  that  while  they  bad  the  command 
of  iron,  powder,  and  bread,  their  refources  were  fufficicnt 
4or.  <sarrying  on  wsr  }  .the  noble  marquis  had  not  however  told 
the  boufe  bow  they  were  to  obtain  thole fupplitrs.  All  was  in 
jrommon  in  that  country*  and.under  the  power  of  requifition  : 
thecaf^',  be  thanked  God,  was  different  in  this  country;  in 
M  the  ftatements  that  his  Majefty's  .minifleirs  had  made  of  the 
4itterent  refources  of  Great  Briuinand  France,  they  had^  he 
yvas  confident,  under-crated  .rather,  thai)  over- rated  the  fu-» 
periorityof  thiscountry* 

Noble:  lords  had  aijcribed  the  dearnefs  of  provifions  to  the 
war,  and  f^tcd  th^^t  to  be  the  ,fole  caufe  of  it,  a  llatement 
.founded  altogether,  in  error*    He  differed  widely  likewife  from 
the  noble  marquis  on  the  invidious  compariion  he  had  drawn 
between  the  aaivity  of  the  two  governments  in  procuring 
provifions  in  times  ot  fcarcity.     France,  having  no  foreign 
..commerce,  could  not  have  an  importation  of  grain,    but 
:abrough  the  interference  of  government  i  the  cafe  was  widely 
,4iflreKnt  with  its,  and  be  defied  any  man  to  fay,  that  the  dil* 
treifes  of  the  war,  were  fo  littlefeh  in  any  country  in  Europe 
<.as  in  England.    His  own  opinion  was,  that  infVead  of  the 
nvar  being  the  caafe  of  the  diftrelles  of  the  people,  the  con- 
«linua(ion  of  the  war  h^d  tended  to.  djminifb  the  fcarctty  at* 
tributed  to  it ;  and  he  was  perfuaded  that  the  country  did  not 
wifh  for  a  ceiTation  of  hoftilities  until  a  peace  could  be  ob- 
tained on  fuitable  and  honourable  terms%      i 

Upon  another  point  argued  by  the  nobje  lords  he  enta> 
,|#itt(d  an  opinion  entirely  oppofite  to  that  they  had  maintain- 
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•i'\  thejDCfUJttttddk,  lhjittihie{ireiRire  of  ttte-wart  nrfeh  b^flid 
yi^opleyiuKl.mfirdthe  fedition  and  ^ifcontsnt  in  theriOKKitfyi 
vitfaich'UiefevBitts^ Were/ iateoded  to  prevent;  to  their fofitibit 
br^ftuft'Oppob  a  d'tfxidb  denial,  becaufe  ft  was  notoffouT'lilir 
ftdhidus.  ptabftices  bad  been  carried  to  a  height  beltfr«  4i0 
Wflr  cDomenord^  The  reprefentations  and  depatatiMDrfeiK 
laFrflRcr  at  aa  early  period,  and  the  evidence  chistt  hadrapl' 
peared  in  cowrta  ofl  jufttce,  clbUifiied  what  ke  had  ^id  off 
that  fttbjeA ;  and  the  avowa)  of  the focietteefttH to peiffiftai 
their  foRiver  pr tociple^,- muft  be  (iifficient  proof  <hilt  ihe«e 
fttlt  exilled  the  ftnae  degree  of  fedttioii,  >  unleft  noUe  'lord4 
«itie  determined  to  ihist  their  eyes  and  ears  againil  alt^faHi 
Df  evkience.  He  contended  that  there  were  n^  Av^ne>6r  in^ 
Bfoper  rsftrainis  in  the  Bill  inconfiftent  with  the  righwdl 
lU^liihmeiH  nor  any  new -felony  cnraced,  unlefe  whew  w<f#> 
and^foraiblc  obftraiEiion  was^iven  to  mi^^rateB  in  the  iNay^ 
^vie>  of.  their  legal  functions.  Ii»  fituatioos  fueh^as  ma^ 
fleates  mighr  be^  placed  viwler  this  and  other  BiUs  now 'eft^*^ 
ingi  it  was  ahfuliKel^  naceffikry  thai  much  (kould  be  left^eo 
their  difciedoi^s  at  the  feme  time  it  ought  to  be  reaaemlwredij 
that*  magaflranes  were  re^onfible  (or  what  they  did^  and  1i^ 
able  to  pmiiftrtncDt  when  chcy  afibd  wjoni;  c  sou)  likewffrfbal 
poveer  was  not  to  be  granted  .in  this  cafe  to  perfoiis  adtiitg 
under  the  inilviiiQaof  tottnifters.  but  to  the  great  bbdy  ttftha 
magt^racy  coUedivelycoafidertfd.  He  dec  hired  he  did  noi 
Ihinicut  fo  uo&tr  as  foituei  nobte  lords  had  ftated,  ti>  ai^gtii 
fhat^  from  the  prevalence  of  French  principles  in  thiaeountrf^j 
ebe  farne  fatal  confequence^  were  to  be  dteadcd,  if  they  were 
l!M^  checked,  thaD  had*  taken  place  rn  Fitai4ce  ;  9Md  conciaded 
hf  enlargine  on  «the  dreadful  efft* els  that  followed  the  Fmteb 
IQvoiutionv  and  the  great  endeavours  to  tntroduee  F^tieli 
yrinetples  iato  this  country,  and  all  thDfe  corvneded'diveiHyt 
tvith  necent  events,  which  had  made  it  necefiarf  for  >tN 
iegiflature  {o  adapt  iirong  and  efficacious  meafures,  a  utacef*' 
fry  they  had  found  it  their  duty  to  conform  to,  at  the  fa«M 
tiine  proceeding  with  the  greateft  cauti«>n  ia  not  encroaching^ 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  therefore  would  f  cM 
itiP  the  pafling  of  the  BtU.  rr   ^ 

-.  S%#  Mar  J  of  Laudefdale  iaid^  he  had  A  often  talcei»^illafr' 
itk'  Cbe  debates  upon  thnfe  Bill<«  ami  feeikig'  himfeif  itMti 
pofed^  he  would  detamthe  Houfe  but  foi(  a  very  iSioit  time^ 
He  was  «iot  forprrfed  that  there  had  beeni  a  paufe  affter  thai 
yery  able  and  armmetitative  fpecchof  his  noble  irtend*  He 
1jias>  however^  jpad  that  it  had  pvoduced  feme  fort  of  rep1]r 


fnlBi  the  noUe  Secrciaiy  of  Sute.  TJie  jiobhe  Scereiarjr  h»d 
ko^MarfedjZi  ufiial,  endiuvoured  ta  fend  «b«m«Mn]|^vtd| 
^ fttgvmecits^  which  they  faad  ofcmfawdhrfater  tefioMt 
#f  ihem'being'  pot  mthper  in  a  novel  irayv  he  cocM  110c  Itt  tbevi 
|Mft  itnnocicod.  The  noble  lords  to  ofice  jtsOtftHl  tM«  BiUi 
bjr  vrimt  they  called  the  grounds,  auiJbt  out  maiOkf  §m 
them ;  and  refenrtng  to  repoiti  long  fiaoe  upondiefeiMi^  aad 
the  (>rQceeding8  of  the  deferent  meeciogt  of  ibcieties,  the3i  eiH 
dsavQured  tor  trace  a  connexion  between  dicm  and  die  hm 
dating  attack  upon  his  Majcfty*B  perfbta*  If  tftis  wisi  etaUjt 
fo^ahd  ifthofe  ynere  ike  growids.  far  this  meafiirev  wkjr  bed 
Ibty  lain  dormant  fo  long^  or*  hotr  could  they  cmuft  tfaom* 
felivesfor  the  negled  they  had  been  gndcy  off  Oar.  of  thoft 
Btila  Ibey  bnought  forward  as  fiitted  to  tkm  iuNsdiace  prefibrv 
of  rih^naoment)  but  now- they  give  yw  another  oeafon^  wfaidi 
has  OKifted  for  a  confiderable  time  back)  and  thus  the  wf 
dcieaee '  they  make  itiirotvet.  in  it  their  ottn  acceteianl 
tbengh  none  of  thctn  braugbt  formed  any  thing  thae  tliqr 
themftlves  cailed  legal' proof,  yet  ckeyconcmndthatabecon^* 
ne^ieiA  betn^een  the  focitieB  and  thr  oetnige  againft  hit  lidb* 
jefty  wat  from  the  notoriety  of  the  events  ftowhi  to  theit 
MsfiiaioiK  In  thiSi  ssay>  bis.  kw^ditp  fiitd,  any -thbg  amy 
be  proved  that  noble  lordt  wiib  to  afibrt:  far  inAanee,  he 
might  undertidce  to  provis  Ihat  the:  4rft  mbiifter  of  finance  in 
this  touatry  was  a  notortoes  ftook^obber  f  &A  he  niekes  e 
loan*  which  ought  to  have  beeirtbe  be  ft  he  could  make  for 
ihe  cotuitry,  and  four  days^  after  he  brings*  down  «  meifi^ 
from  the  throne^  the  efie£i  of  wMcb  was  neither  taore  ne^ 
kA  than  a  robbery  fitnn  the  public  of  one  ognBioa  fterling^'  te 
put  into  the  pockets  of  the  proprietors  of  the  ban  i  and  thai 
{Mtof  coiflctdenor^  he  tboogbt,  wenc  fuUy  as  far  as  to  profO 
hi8aflertion>  as  any  thing  the  noble  lor^bad  adduced,  to 
prove  the  connexion  they  ai&^d  between  die  fodeties>and 
die  attack  upon  the  king.  It  ieemed,  his  lordlhip  find^  a^ 
iher  new  and  ftraage^  that  the  memb^s  of  the  cabMct  fltoeld 
declare  in  that  Houfe  their  total  ignorance  06  fiich- important  , 
Bills,  in  the  ihite  in  which  th^  were  when  thee  offered  them 
to  the  country,  and  the  more  fo,  when  chi>  BtU-,  whatever 
might  be  (aid  of  its  being  brought  in  dn  the  preflure  of  the 
moment,  had  been  feen  in  the  hande-of  a  fpecial  pleader  three 
months  belbre  it  was  heard  of  in  that  Houb  i  tbovigh  he  a\:« 
knowledged,  that  after  it  pafied)  k  was  fo^vngoelyand  toofely 
worded,  that  nobody  wouM  -iifi^c  that  anj  man  of  eem^ 
BMfi  fenfet  ^r  le(s  anymaa  converianc  ia ibB  law^  had  eteT 
Aeoitatall* 

He 


4fS  WOCMtAltri  PAIU4AM£NTAR7;JLEP0RTS.       :(«.o«9C, 

•  He  panted  oiit  diifeient  ab&irdttks  and  ambigutciq^.intthQ 
BiU,  whicsh  it  could  noc  be  fiippoied  would  be  calily  j^ij^cfct; 
jb^d  b]F*  <;0Qmion  roeiiy  whea  there  exifted  fuch  a^di^creuco 
^opinion  -between  the  greatefl  law  authorities^  ai)d  (hat  upo^^ 
points  which  mightofterwiu^s  come  before  thtjir  lorddnp^  m 
tfaeir  political  capacities*  It  had  becd  faid  Uiat  the  BHi.  i^f^ 
applsod^o  axrertaia  defcriptioo  of  jneetings,  but  in  his  opioioi^ 
all  ions  of'ineetioss  m^ht  (ULa&mble  under  ibe  piro>^iiio)i« 
of  the^til,  and  w(bile  it  had  not  the  tScik  held  out  as  :th^  i«7n 
tention  of  it;  it  fbewed  to  the  Houfe  and  <to  the  propie>  an 
incUnatioD  to  fhackle  and  reftrain  t^eir  liberties,  /\*\^y, 
might,  tt  was  triie,  ftiU  meet  to  difcufs  any  impetadiog  lajyi 
during  the  fittit^  of  parUament»  and  if  pariiatnei^t  wa$  w^ 
aaet^  they  might  meet  upon  the  propriety  of  addrpOiug 
the  King  to  caU  paciiament  together,  aod  upon  thofe  occ4^ 
ii«ns  they  could  feeely  difcu&  any  political  queftion.  He  h94 
keard  the  •noble  lord  at. the  head  of  the  board  of  ti[ade  fay^^Ml^f 
l|obbdy  oould  vaifli  the  bweft  orders  of  the  people  so  qpe^ 
upon  pUbUc4|tieftions»  becaufe  oienof  .fenfe  Could  no^  b^.pji;^ 
peOed  to  «be:  found  amongft  them.  He  was  forry^  tb^i:  thf 
«xplFe8k>a  bad  ofcaped  the  noble  lord.  Did  he  rneMn  that  (tsfy 
waa always  attached  to  property?  He  never^had  himlelf  tui4 
veaibn-  to  think  that  good  fenfe^and. property  were  infepa^ablAt 
and  this.  diftiniStion  n(>#  for.  the  iirft  time  attempted  <iP  be  fes 
up  between  die  orders  of  mankind^  was  one  of  the  gf9a|:eft 
pbjeAton  to  thefe  Bills  ;  and  bich.  dodrines  in  «hai;  i<ipufibt 
looked  more  like  an  imitation  of  Ereucb  proceedings  tlvui 
worthy  of  a  .British  Houie  of  Parliament.  All  waiters  fince 
the  revohition  bad  agreed  that  the  higher  and  lowee  orders  5^ 
men  in  this  country  participate  in  an  equabty  of-  rights  and 
liberties,  and  he  conceived  any  contrary  ailertioo^to  be  oioft 
unconftitutional  language. 

. .  He  alluded  to  the  letter  and  information  communicated. by 
kis  noble  friend  (-the  Marquis  of  .Laofdow»)  and  faid)  he 
thought  the  contents  wece  entitled  to  their  lordd>ips  rm^ 
'ferious  attention.  The  noble  fecretar^  of  Aate,  it  wa/i  evident^ 
ielt  fore  when  his  noble  friend  extolled  the  a^Urity.-of  the 
French  government  in  fecuring  a  proper  fupply  of  g^in,  wh^ 
there  was  an  appearance  of  fcaicity ;  that  he  ibouldio  {e%iyfw$ 
Slot  furprizingv  when  it-was  obfervcd.  that  France  ha^itajceil 
this  ftq>  in  0<Stober,  while  we  .were^  at  this,  time,  -irim  ihe 
BCgleAof  mifiifteis,  onlyconfideringof  the  fteps  ^t.wo/mxf 
40  sake,  and  amufif^  the  people  witn  vague  fc)Kmes:apd  is^icK 
iutions* .  HoMKevei:  difficult  it  might  be  for  miniifter^,^  t^kfi 
a  good  peaco,  he  muft  remind  them  that  U  was  Qwing  VHfbA 
'.  i  i  iituation 


6tu7it\oTr itttb  which  their'  mifcondiid  had  fiink'ihe  country; 
he  perfe<5!)y  agreed  with  the  pnittr  df  t^t  letter)  that  Englnid 
tpsisonce  a  free,  happy,  and  profperous  oouncry)  though^  to 
was  forry  to  ad<),  fhe  was  not  fo  at  ptcfent.  It  had  been  faid 
on  fdme  of  the  moft  obnoxious  ^laufes  of*  this  bill,  that  tbe^ 
w^re  not  to  be  executed  by  minifters,  or  perfona  un^  thof 
Mmedtatf*  influence.  If  this  waS'  the  cafe,  why  wa$  no  pro* 
Vlfion  mkde  in  the  bill  for  preventing  the  WeftminAe^  juftioes 
/mm  a^ifng,  who  were  appointed  by  mtnifters  under  the 
police  btl),  and  had  a  falary  from  the  crown  i  and  more  porti^* 
culai^ly,  ought  not  that  exception  to  have  been  anade,  as 
W^flminfter  was  the  moft  likely  place  to  exhibit  fccoes  to 
which  -the  hiUs  were  intended  to  apply?  The  war,  and  the 
condud  of  it,  he  contended,  had  been  the  caafe  of  the  dtftrefles 
f>f  the  pbor  and  the  fcarcity ;  and  notwtthftanding  all  they  had 
find  dbour  oroofsy  from  the  reports  and  votes  of  the  houle^te 
^^^•confider  mrnrfters  ae  the  authors  of  the  war.  He  agreed 
wirh  a  nuble  duke  (the  Duke  of  Leeds)  who  had  Che  odief 
mght  condemned  mini((er»'  f<if  withdrawing:  ountstniiler  from 
France  at  the  time  they  did.  He  knew  noc  how  the noUo 
lord  cottid  prove  thatia  contihuatiee  of  the  war  couM  tend  to 
diftitrflfb  the  fcarcity,  except  he  was  to  ftate  the  fmalt  fiipply 
that  accrued  from  captures  a^  a  iet  off  againft  ^he  enormout 
^iiftfe  that  had  been  profufely  lavifted  on  the  expedition 
ag^nft  France.  The  noble  lord  had  concliaded  hia  fpeecb 
by  -  bokfting  of  the  caution  which  miniflers  had  obferved  ia 
frefhing  'd^  btlls,  a  claim  to  praife  to  which  hehad  not  the 
frnatleft  right  to  pretend.  The  bills  had,  he  (aid,  been  com^ 
ptetely 'altered  in  their  diffitrent  ftages ;  and  any  merir they 
had  in*  not  being  fo  obnoxious  as  minifltrs  wMhcd  them  tobe^ 
•rofe  from  the  oppofitton^  they  had  met  with.  At  beft  tbe^ 
were  moft  dangerous  meafures,  and  feemed  onlv  to  be  part  of 
a  fyftem  of  gradual  eneroachment  upon  the  coaftitutiony  whicht 
rf  perftfted  in,  would  terminate  in  its  deftrudtion.  It  was  with 
the  greateft  fincerity  and  fatisfadion,  therefore^  that  he  gave 
it  his  hearty  negative* 

Ldrd  Muigraifi  rofe  to  take  notice  of  feme  obfervations 
which'had  fallen  from  the  noble  earl  who  had  juft  fat  down^ 
it*  was  not,  he  Gid,  his  intention  to  pay  any  regard  totfale 
private  papers  and  correfpondence  that  had  been  read  during 
iht  debate  by  other  noble  lords,  becaufe  he  could  not  but  lopk 
upon  them  as  irrelevant  to  the  fubjeA  matter  before  their 
lordihips,  or  an  anticipation  of  a  debate  that  might  here^ 
after'  take  place.  He  would  firtt  notice  the  obje£tions>  thtfC 
had  been  urged  againft  (he  magtftratts  of  Weftminllery  who 

were 


were^ittppdod  <q  bo.dirqualificii  irom  affiftuig  m|  or  QontroiiljW 
the  procotdiogfi  of  pwlic.  meaiiiics^  beca^iie  ^cy  recefifco^ 
frbry  from  g<iv<ira9n«m.    That  objcdioo  he  could  n^t^ij 
toiicc4ve  to, «vrife, father  from  aa  tiJ^eocrous  and  ilUbf 
«piniffi  of  the  |»riocipl6S  aiM  integrity  of  thoTe  in  whomf 
fowei  and  comdence.wa^  vt^od;  tborc  might  i>\,,ia,  ^.,.. 
magifcacy  ^  WeflminAar>  fooK  men  ii;ible  to  imp4^^^fi|i^ 
but  Bioli  «f  tiMai  weae  not  of  tk^  defcrijption ;  and  it  v^as  t(>« 
he.ramembeiod,  thst  ih»  juftic^  but  tboU  who  were  paid  fpr 
itt  ippttk)  tofofce  tbs  fiolice  ^  W^ftminftcr ;  the  ot^e^^oo^ 
fewevCTV  if  *A  a»y  degfee^ppliaibl^'ito  thAt  city,  did.Qot  «^r 
crnid  CD  the  magtftnites  of  the  other  parts  oTtbe  kingdom^  wki» 
.  wore  veil  knowotoiie  fentlcmeo  of  independent  prioc^ea.i^4 
andepesdent  pfiqierty  ?  For  bii  ov^a  part,  foaner  evea  t)^^  ^nj^ 
iMtglit  ihiMikl  be  aooesied  to  tbia  pbje^oHt  W  would  fa^ye.i^c 
iw^pftratea  of  Weibntofterv  if  th^r  were  /cprrxfpt^,  rf^iavfaif 
icMi* their  offioe,  URd  ocbei^  eftabbubeds  ^  wboo^itj^fr  9lyeCm 
tmcouklnocapply^    >  i;  >    ■    ,« 

Hia  ktcUbif^.cQntriidcdt  that  tbe  neoeflsty  of.tbe  nie^^tbeef^, 
ptppuftA  was. ,  uodoiiable^?.  aa  it  ^mM  npt  be  ferloufly  argu^' 
t(»t  ioditiwf  faineiplefiihad  A^  bficff.moft  indjuftriouAy;<Ii^ 
ieQttnste4 of  latf ;  ;afid» H feoneprev^tiye  were npCprovidcd^ 
thdr  ahrmiiig  iaflniyice  would  producA  fome  £ml  vwcbi^f  ti^ 
tbe  frfetftof  Ae  .4aii.  ^  i|c  toc^  fiQ^ce,  of  an  expicflloaAiadlia 
uleof  by  a  noUt^  marquia  (the  -Marquia  of  Lanfdowa).  wbijp 
taftfted  that  if  ttii6  bilb  paflbd,  cba  queftioo  w<Ould,bc  Ip  wb:^ 
country  ik  wouid  kc  iafdft  tq  4rftire,  in  order  to  |»ijoy  <M^'f 
paopriP^asJtfaerty.wmM  depart  from  £iig;land}  aad  wjdioue 
itfaerty  pmpffty  Mnraifwd  imchfj||;toi,b^.€ajoyad*  This^n^ 
laade  bis  feitdfliip  coo^aiod  with  wm^  argumeiit  ai^d  fft^ 
fiioeefe ;  heproiiDUOcfid  «  haodfeme  panegyric  oq  the  Sodwlt)^ 
coAftitucioii  aod  goycmmeati  deciariog  that  be  did  not  hebta^ 
to  afiert,  that  if  propanty  ooaiid  not  be«  enjoyed  ia  iijagUiK^ 
it  was  in  vain  lo  look  for  it  in  any  mother  couatry  4  thev  muft 
ISO  not  only  ^out  of  ihe  coaRtrvti.  but  o»it  of  the  wc^ld  jticl^ 
and  take  refuge  in  heaven,  if  liberty  and  the  e^^vp^tff 
property  were  not  K>  bt  fcamdio  £ogbmd«  they  qo«4u-t)P^  ^^ 
ym  ^mrtncedybe  fbuod  in  any  cosier  of  the  terreftr^l  gjbh(« 
Bis  ^Ixi&ip  oosclfKled  with  £iytngi  that  be  ^9uld vote  for,  ^f. 
bill,  as  a  preventive  meafiim  ii>difpei)fibl^  oec^fiary*,.  „  ^.^, 
Lord  Tbmrbw  faid,  that  wbc^  ihe  bouie  confidercd  the  m?^ 
Iiitude  2tid  importance  of  the  bill  they  were  abovt  U>pafs»  aii^ 
when  they  aefle^kd  00  tbenaaure  and  tendency  oi  it,  it.hecattp 
;tbem  to  be  weU  grounded  in  the  c^nijon  that  the^dide^ 
a  ibuger  or  a  nccei&ty  diat  jufiibed  ia  ftron^  a.remsj^r 

Having 
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Hiving  ftated  his  opinions  on  the  rights  and  libertj  of  the 

iftbjed,' Vs'ferfortb  in  the  Bltt  ofRi^fs,  and  ^MUtftcd  by  the 
ft^ptutitsn  oti  a  former  niglic,  he  hadi  oiitf  td'repiat  them  vhel». 
ffa  rbflh  '(rfiofiad  read  the  Biff  bf  Rights  CdQid  di^iiee  the  ur^ 
dbiiftTcH  right  of  the  people  t<5  petition  the'lClngi'ol'  eithi^ 
liotifeof  parliament,  upon  any  real  or  (bppded^rtevftncef 
ifiA  it\)i«s  a  Kberty  which  he  tmfted  would  remain  entirft  and ' 
otifliaken  by  ^ny  reftratnt  wfratevar.  On  th6  other  haHd»  If - 
Myexcefl^  under  the  fanAion  of '  Kberty,  w<(i^  attempted^ 
the  government  might  meet  foeh  excefts  by  ftrong  tiiid>Aiitt- 

^ble  hw'a,  but  they  ought  to  take  efpecral  care'nottogo  a' 
iingleftep  fiirther  than  was  abibhitely  neceflary. 

With  regard  to  the  bill,  it  was  to  be  confidered  wither 
itreftramed  any  rights  or  liberties  of  the  fafa^  ^  ta  what  tfx^ 
tatli  thore  Tights  and  liberties  were  reftrain^d  t  and  Why  thKt 
reffraint  was  neceffary?  why  tvety  En^Kfliman  QaSoM  be 
deprived  of  his  right  to  difcufs  public  queftions  relat^re'tf^' 
church  aoif  ftated  f  As  to  the  firft  fort  ofmeecirfgiiy'tiiorfr'fiialietf  • 
by  private  individuals,  without  any  authority^  chteir  right  wtis 
fefficienHy  explained  by  Che  bill  af  rights;' he  difiippn^ved 
much  of  the  ambiguity  V  the  daufes  Sf  tMf  bill;  frtitch,  if 
fakeif  by  anv  confthi£KoA  tiiat  he  (could  {Mt  opbif  the  words^ 
went  dird3»r  to  reftrain  that  iidknowledged  ,rMn  whidi  the 
hill  feemed  iii  other  parti  tai^cogni«<«)  thf»eTtufeibrMd  ail 

^difcuffion  of  TtibjeAs  teitdifig  to*  create  h«tled  br  ^eontempr, 

*not  merely  "againff  the  King's  perfon,  but  bta  government 
How  was  It  ^loffible  tha<  a  meeting  ceuid  be  ti^  td^eonliplain 
of  grievances  in  the  government,  or  on  vdattta-rdlattv^  to 
church  and'ftate,  without  falKiig.  within  the- penal  provifioits 
of  this  ad?  alt  complaints  and  idea  of  grievancc»inuft  pro- 
duce a  certain  degree  <sf  odium  or  fcontempt,  and  often  botHy . 
which  he  Conffdcred,  if  taken  in  its  full  extent^  to  be  the  fame 
as  if  the  bill  went  at  once  to  prohibit  all  ^uch  meetings ;  be- 
catife,'  from  their  nature,  though  die  right  to  meet  and-difeuft 
grievances,  or  fuppofed  grievances,  was.  acknowledged,  it- was 
impofitble  for  diem  to  do  any  bufmeft  without  coming  within 
rhe  fc<»e  of  the  bill. 

.  **  With  refpe£l  to  the  other  meetings,  ealled  by  jofticea^  the 
(KRioe;  Arc.  it  hid  been  faid,  that  when  cbe  magiftrate  a£tal 

.wrong,  he  was  liable  to  be  punilhed ;  that  had  not,  however^. 

•been  explafaied  to  his  fiitisfaAiOtf  |  he  COuld  eafilvferefeemany. 
instances  in  whidi  the  magi(hrate  might  be  led  iato  error,  er 
ad"wrongfuHy  ^  but  having  done  fo,  ho  knew  of  Ho  certaki 
way  of  punHhxng  him,  nor  couM  a  perfofi  eome  nno-coart^ee 
a  proiccator,  as  he*  bad  .ftated  on  a  former  nighty  batiriilui: 

.   TFot.  II.  1795^  3  0,'  ^»^^ 
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founded:  be  thougtit  the  profecutor  ought  to  fet  forth  irthk 
declaratioo,  the  precife  oiFence  for  which  he porfiied;  '(A 
loud  obU  ior, the  qucftiofu]  .  ;      '   ^^^^ 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  faid,  he  (hduld  fpeak  his 
fefidments  whenever  he  felt  it  to  be  bis^  duty,^  With 
wlMtever-  iyinptoms  of  impatience  or  anger,  any  noble  btd  - 
inigb(  view  him  offer  hlmfelf  to  that  Houfe,  He  affirmed 
that  the  amendments  propofed  by  his  noble  and  learn- 
ed friend,  were  not  as  they  had  been  ftyled  mere  verM'^cdr^ 
redions>  they  affefied  palpably  the  fpirit  and  principle  of 'the 
meafure.  His  lordibip  faid  he  concurred  in  the  ftrong  ob* 
ftrvatba  of  bis  nobk  and  learned  friend,  that  no  dtfpofkMn 
had  been  ibewn  to  receive  with  favour  any  amendments  hf 
the  crude  and  indigefted  claufes  of  the  bill ;  and  even-wMn 
Ininifters  were  forced  to  own  the  moft  dangerous  inaccurims, 
liiey  did  it  with  a  very  ill  grace.  He  wifhed,  however,'  that 
ffaey  were  even  yet  to  recommit  it,  for  then  he  would  be  bold 
to  &y,  that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolfack,  how- 
ever he  might  a6e£b  to  treat  obfervations  with  fcorn,  would 
in  his  ufual  way  be  brought  to  correal  his  former  aflertions,* 
and  take  the  benefit  of  the  wifdom  he  at.  firft  affeAed  to  de- 
yide.  What  particularly  induced  him  to  rife,  however,  was 
ihelaftobfervationof  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
iack,  an  obfcrvatton-  which  {truck  him  wkh.  hon^or.  The 
^le  and  learned  lord  had  faid,  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  nor 
polioc  to  define  clearly  the  fences  of  the  bill,  leaftthe  people  * 
might  thereby  underiland  what  they  might  iind  what  they 
might  not  do.  ^^Good  God!"  exclaimed  the  noble  Earl 
^  did  I  rightlv  hear,  did  I  clearly  underftand  the  noble  and 
kamed  lord  i  Is  it  poffible  that  a  fentiment  (o  outrageous  to 
the  e^rnal  principles  of  juftice  could  come  from  the  mouth  oC^ 
a  Britifh  Chancellor  from  the  woolfack,  in  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Lords  i  What !  that  the  law  was  purp(^ely  to  be  made  ob- 
ieurei  that  provifions  were  to  be  ftudioufly  left  indiftind,  for 
fear  that  th^  people  might  be  taught  how  to  live  fecurely, 
and.  how  to  avoid  incurring  the  penalities  of  the  flatutes  } 
Was  he.  right  in  faying,  tiMt  this  dreadful  fentiment  came 
from  a  Britifh  Chancellor,  or  were  they  not  in  a  FretKh  af- 
fembly,  4nd  did  they  not  come  from  the  mouth  of  a  Robef- 
pieric?'* 

.  The  L§rd  Cbatuellor  quitted  the  wooIlack,:^nd' warmly 
leplied  that  the  noble  EarPs  unprecedented  and  extraordinary 
manner  of  debating. in  that  Houfe  wouldjuftify  bis  taking  no 
notice  of  the  h^  obfervation^  but  he  thought  it  juft  nece&ry. 
to  fay,  that  he  had  in  reply  to  a  grave  and  weighty  authority^ 
enly  obferved  that  there  might  be  inftances  when  prudence 

\ 


V 


Dec..X4.3        WQOOFALL*S  PARUAMINTARY  ItEPORTS.        4!$^. 

and  policy  required^  that  definitions  of  ofTences  fhould  not  be 
oiade  with  £uch  minute  accuracy  as  to  inf{m6^  pcHbns  hoW  to- 
offend  with  impunity. 

.  7h€  Earl  of  Laudirdale^ — ^  The  noble  arid  kamed  lord's, 
own  escplanation  of  his  words  juftifi^s*  the  accafation  I  have 
bnHigbtagainft  him/' 

The  EarhfDarnliy  lamented  that  (o  fevere  a  bill  ihduid  be 
made  for  fo  long  a  period.  It  was  his  anxious  wi(h  to  have 
it  fhortened;  but  thinking  fome  bill  neceilary,'  h:;  had  no 
alternative  but  to  vote  for  the  prefeilt. 

The  Earl  tf  Abingdon  read  an  extrad  front*  BlackftM^,  nnd 
tbe  KJing's'^  coronation  oath,  to  (hew,  he  (aid,  that  this  \yi\  was 
a  violation  of  it.  Being  called  to  order  for  fpeaking  twFeb, 
be  defiled  that  what  he  was  reading  might  be  cohfidered  as  a 
part  of  his  former  fpeech. 

Tbe  Houfe  then  divided,  »  *   ' 

Conunts    -     -     -    -    5y  * 
Not  Contints        -     -     14  "    : 

Majority    -    43 

LIST  OF  THB  MlNOillTy. 

Puke  oCNorfotk  Loi^  CheJwortfa  ' 

Duke  of  Bedford  Lord  Sti  J«hn   .  ... 

D«kc  oi  Leedi  •  Lord  Say  and  S4a 

Mur^uis  ofLanfiiown  LordPooTonby 
Earl  of  Derby  pftoztES'. 

.    .   Earl  of  Lauderdale  Doke^f  Craftoo 

Earl  of  /Vlbem  arle  Earl  of  G  uildford 

EarlofSaflfolk  EarlofThanet 

Earl  of  Abingdon  Lord  Teynham 
^.•rd  Thurfow  /    ;    .  .  : 


POUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday,  Diomber  14. 

The  diftiUery  prohibition  bill  was  read  a  third  time^  and 
pafled.     . 

J4r.  Ryder  brought  in  a  bill  for  abatfng  the  difcount  upon 
tbe  prompfi  payment  of  the  duties  on  fait,  and  difcontinuing 
the  allowance  hitherto  made  far  the  fMppofed  lofles  fuftaincd 
by  the  carriage  of  the  (aid  article  coaft-wife,  which  was  read  % 
firft  timci  and  will  be  read  a  fecond  dme  to-morrow. 

Mr,  Sfcreiary  Dundas  brought  up  an  account  of  the  officers 

Eomoted  to  the  rank  of  general  officers  in  Indiaj  ^ich  was 
id  upon  the  table* 

The 
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'  Thr  'SsireiOry  at  War*  brought  up  the  copies  of  the  corre« 
ftwndeilce  betHMreftColoiid  Hay  and  bis  Majefty's  fecreUry  of 
ftate  and  fecreiar^  of  war,  concerning  the  logthi  or  Aberdeen- 
iUre  rdniflieMtf'vHiieh  was  laid  t^pon  ttte  table. 

The  becritaryat  M^^r  fairought  in  a  bill  for  gnntin^veert»in* 
allowances  to  innkeepers,  which  was  read  a  firlt  time^  and  will 
Iwread a'^ecohd  time  tc»^tiiDhr<W« 

MUTIN^Y   B|LL-„ 

The  order  of  the  day  vi^  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of 
tke  nontjioy  billi'wlien  .     .   :. 

Mr.  Francis  a0L6d  vhy  it  was  ilHroduced  bk  (bdn|-^(he 
iputiny  bill  of  laft  year  doe»  nOt  expire  till  March  i 

.  The jS,4cr,^ry ^  Wor  replied,  that  there  was  nO|fBrtfedaF 
rcafon  for  it,  nor  did*  he  know  of  aHy  pfu-ticuW  riiafen  for 
delaying  it. 

Mr.  Francis  faid-  that  it  had  caifed  a  general  idea  iA  an 
approaching  diflbiuppn  of  parliamenti 

Tbi  Sicretftry  atlf^ar  repeated,  that  he  knew  of  no  other 
reafon  for  the  early  introdueUoit  Of  it  than  difpatch. 

Mr.  Cottrtenay  confirmed  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Francis, 
that  it  had  excited  an  nUriA  Of  ^  diflolutitn  of  parliament. 

The  bill  was  .read  afeeMd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to-morrow. 

Sir  Philip  Stephens  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a*  bill  for 
regulating  the  jnaiine  forces  while  on  (hore,  which  was 
granted  \  and  Sir  Philip  Stephens,  Lord  Arden,  &ti  0tc.  were 
ordeied  toprep^e  and  bring  in  the  fame.    . 

BOUNTY  ON   THE   IMPORTATION  i>F   C0EN« 

The  houfe  having  refolved  it&lf  into  a  committee  on  the  bill 
for  granting  bounties  on  the  impprtation  of  grain, 

Mr,  Ryder  moved  fefend  atnehdm^nts ;  aolohg  dthers  one 
for  limiting  the  impor<catton  to  certain  porci. 

Gimral  Smith  objeded  to  the  clauCe,  declaring  that  he 
IhOUghl  iir  thd  poKs  >in  the  kingdom  ibould  be  «|icii;  He 
wifbed  that  a  monthly  return  fliould  be  made  of  all  the  cori) 
}otportcd.  .      :  ,   r     •      ■    ' '  '   '\  .    ' 

Mr.  Rydir  fold,  the  renfoti  why  thil  ihiportation  ^ais  limited 
io  certain  port!,,  wds  with  a-  view  to  pvevtnt  fraud ;  tiwt  proper 
oiSc«rs  might  be  retidy  tb  iflveftigatl^  and  examine  ail  treffthl 
landing  their  caqpees,  artdpmvent  deceptions,  which  could  toot 
6e  (b  well  done  in  flttall  p6rts#         ' 

Mr.  fhifiy  tHoughtthe  importation  (hbuld teex^eiided  tif 
ail  ports  tnat  had  cuftom-houfes.      Mr.  Hudey  faid,  that 

if 


:jf  jh^.  w^  «g\ft)ar  ^  ibat  Q^gt  ^  tU  bU^  Kc  wcmiU  move, 
agreeably  to  his  intimation  on  a  former  iHght»  ibACiftQ6.{boiuit|f 
be  filqy/ed  per  quar|er»  for  ^^ofainipqrted  from  aU  parts  in- 
ilifFeren^ly.  If  he  coutd.notjdien  VMkebUinfKiminankr,  lie 
,Vf9uJ^:Wijhhpl(l.ic  tijl  (qp^  ptfeer  ftage  of  the  bilU 

^/r  jP^rcr  BHrtiU  bfMgjM  up  a  daufe^  for  oxteftding  the 
bouiHy,^to  icorn  already  ioipou^  in  oiW  to  prevent  tfae 
.exporu^oii.io  HoUand,  3^.  or  .more  defiraUe  markets.  . 

TOBACpo  BU.L. 

Mr.  Rofe  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  <m  the  bill 
r£or  f  faulting  addihonai  duties  on  fnulFand  tobaeco. 

Mr.  Hujfey  faid  he  (bottiil  give  hta  negative^  becaufe  die 
mooqF  'Was  Id  be  iaifed^fram  ihe  lower  dafes  of  the  people, 
fijah:as  tfae.ioldiery  faUor,  miner,  and  artificer,  with  whotti 
-tobacco  was  not  (6  much  a  luxury,  as  in  fome  degree  a  fupplj 
.for  «iaiiy  other  ncGefiapiea  of  life*  There  was  one  of  the 
tartides  in  the  budget  wiiieh  hejnuch  appro?ed  of,  fftat  was 
the  csdiiSton^af  the  dnuebaciBS  on  iiigar,  >fo*  far  as  it  could  be 
done  without  injuring  our  fiile  in  the  foreign  markets,  and  he 
4wiibrd.thet  that  redufiion  bad  iM»n  intended,  as  hiftead  of  a 
ii\fiuUsi%  be  conceived  it  miglithavebor^e  a*  Half. 

T^  CiatMlbr  ^  «hr  Eub^tafi^iaiA  he  was  happy  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  concurred  with  him  in  his  opinion  upon 
the  re4MaioQ  of  the  drasvtecies  )on'4he'ewportation  offugar; 
bocaufe^  while/it.was  Ukeljr 4D'be«produ£Uve  -to  thetirrenub, 
it  was  fBBferable  to  any  other  tax,  as  it  operated^  to 'the  reKef 
of  the.people :  ftili,  however,  it  was  neceffiiry  to  keep  in  Vieir 
a. proper  attention  to  Areign  farts ^  and,  under  this  conft- 
jlecation,  as  it  was  sioc  pofi^ie  Cor  any  peribn  to  fay  precifely* 
what  reduction  cur  exportation  would  bear,  he  did  ndt  feel 
himfelf  authorifed  to  levy*xpo.  large  a  contribution  from  it.  In 
regard  to  the  additional  duties  on  tobacco,  he  acknowledged 
•that  they  would  be  exaded  in  fome  degree  from  the  poor ;  but 
-atthe^Aiertimeheunderilood  that  the  greateft  confumption 
was  among  the  manufaiflurers,  particularly  in  the  article  of 
-fnufF,  which  was  ufually  alien  as  a  luxury  \  ib  far  as  the  pro« 
portioii  fell,  oni the  agricultural,  and  other  lower  ciaiTes  of  die 
<ammuntty,  >he  thought  they  could  not  confiderthe  tax  as  too 
'feyere,when  compared  with  the  accumiflated  burdens  on  pr^- 
peity  in  general. 

Gineral  Bmlih  fuggefled,  that,  for  their  long  fervhces^  the 
ibldiers  and  failors  ought  to  have  fome  partiality  (hewn  thetn, 
fmce  by  ^em  tobacco  was  taken  as  a-dram*  .He  really  hopedt 
therefore,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  rrfleiEk 

how 


49S       WOaDFAlX^SFAllUAMEtZTARVltiraftTS.     {C^UucftU 

bow  much  Vfe  09m  to  ditiD^  and  pt<Mdt «  tupftf  fdt  ite 
icamen.  and  «ar  annies«      • 

Miv  C^urimay  faid  it  was  worthy  conii<teratian  what  the 
bbouring  parr  of  the  commiinity  wotfM  fufier  bj  thcfe  add^ 
tlonal  duties^  with  whom  tobacco  was  their  only  lujcury^  and 
with  urixom  it  aUb  aSed,  as  his  booourahle  friend  bad  obfeiiFed, 
MS  a  dram^.  or  rather  as  m  opiate.  He  coniciei^d  k»  there* 
fore,  to  be  extremely  wrong  and  injudicious  \n  the  right  ho^ 
nourable  gentleman,  to  deprive  them  of  the  only  means  with« 
in  their  power  to  enable  them  to  forget  the  difirefs  which  be 
bad  bro«*ght  upon  them. 

Gtfural.  Tarlitmt  wiAed  forthe  intrododion  of  a  daafe  to 
exempt  the  (oldicrs  from  thefe  duties. 

The  Chantellor  cftht  EncUqiur  declared,  that  be  thou(tht  no 
CKie  could  juftly  call  or  &el  that  to  be  a  fevere  tax,  whkh  waa 
impofed  on  what  certainly  could  not  be  called  a  neceilary  ar* 
.  ticle^of  life,  and  when  there  were  (d  many  other  taxes  which 
bore  unavoidably  upon  various  other  chfles  of  people.  •  With 
legard  xp  the  remark  of  the  hontjucabie  general^  he  obfiorvedy 
.  that  tobacco  for  the  ufe  of  the  fleet  was  not  taxed,  but  piK 
oc\  board  .duty  bt^\  and.  that  foldicrs,  when  on  board  tranA- 
ports,  had  t(ieiame. privilege  as  feamea;  were  this  privilege 
extended  to  them  when  oaihoie>  it  would  be  liaUe  to  great 
abufe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  laid  he  rofe  with  relufbnce  $  but|  in  hia 
opinion,  it  was  dire&ly  a  tax  upon  the  poor,  which  tended  to 
deprive  them  of  their  onlyjuxury.  He  wiflied,  therefore,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  reconfider  it,  and  be 
hoped  he  would  be  induced  to  make  coofiderable  alterations. 

The  amendments  were  dien  read,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  e^groHed. 

'  HORS%  TAX. 

Upon  the  order  of  the  day,  jfor  |he  fecond  reading  of  the  bill 
which  impofes  certain  duties  for  any  horfe,  mare,  or  gelding, 
colt,  fillev,  or,  mule, 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,.  th^t  the.  right  honourable  gende- 
man  had  found  this  bill,  as  it  was  originally. propofedt  liable 
to  objections,  and  had  already  made.fome  adorations*..  He 
wiihfcd  to  know  if  it  extended  to  .all  the  fiock  of  the/armer» 
or  pofTefTor  of  that  flock,  before  it  was  of  any>  ufe  ^  hecaufif^ 
.  if  it  did,  he  ibould  certainly  oppofe  it»  He  always  blamed 
the  cuJdom  of  not  printing  money  bills^  which  be^aUrihutiyl 
foltly  (o  indolence,  and  faid  he  ihould  move  that  copies  of  the 
biil  be  printed.  ... 

7h, 
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The  Chancellor  rfihe  Exchequer  faid,  if  the  booourable  gcn- 
tlemin  meant  to  make  his  motion  as  a  ground  of  drlay,  he 
fhould  objed  to  it}  although  he  had  faid  tlie  other  night  that 
be  (houid  b^  very  rejdy  to  print  the  bill,  yet  it  was  upon  th^ 
condition  that  a  proper  reafon  could  be  affigned  for  it ;  andf 
iiniefs  an  cfpccial^and  fufiicient  reafon  cojld  be  affigned,  h^ 
certainty  wa^  not  indinedto  depart  from  the  eftabliflied  order 
of  the  houfc. 

Mr.  Martin  remarked  that  he  had  often  heard  it  mentioned, 
but  he  never  knew  any  good  reafon  why  inoAey  bijl$  were  not 
printed. 

Mr,  Sheridan  faid,  that  they  ought  to  be  printed  above  all 
others;  and,  if  fuch  had  been  tbe  cuftom,  the  amaziijg  punvr 
bcF  of' blunders  which  had  repeatedly  occurred  in  the  money 
bills  of  the  /ight  honourable  gentleman  might  have  been  re<v 
incdicd. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  for  the  priuting  of  the  bilUwas  thcq 
|)ut  and  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Z)^;rf  mentioned  one  efFcdl  of  the  bill  upon  all  the  nor- 
thern counties,  where  a  number  of  fmall  horfes  ^re  purchafed 
for  ten  fliilling  each,  to  carry  lime  and  aftics ;  Ibme  exemptibi> 
therefore,  fiiouM  be  made  for  horfes  under  a  certain  (ize. 

After  a  few  words  from  General  Smith  and  Lord  ffiUiam 
Ruffill^  the  bill  was  read  a  fccpnd  time,  and  ordered  to  b^ 
committed,  , 

BREAD. 

•  Mr,  Ryder  mdvcd  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
nianage  a  conference  with  the  lords  upon  the  agreement  of  tha 
hoUfe  to  ufe  a  certain  fort  of  bread,  and  for  communicating  the 
three  reports  of  the  Select  Corn  Committee  at  the  ftme  time. 
The  managers  appointed  were  Mr.  ?yder,.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  the  Lord  Mayorn 
Mr.  HulTey,  Mr.  Anftruther,  Mr,  Adams,  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr; 
Charles  Long,  Mr.  Hobart,  and  Sir  John  Wodehoufe,  who 
went  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  of  which  Mr.  Ryder  made  the 
report. 

Lori  Shield {?M^  he  cpi^ld  hardly  conceive  that  tl\?.gen^ 
ttemen  who  objefled  to  the  propofition  before  the  hpufci  wer^  ' 
ienfible'of  the  neceffity  of  adopting  every  meafure  that  could 
orom'ote  a  dirtiinytion  of  the  confumption  of  wheateo  lloi|r. 
He  afllifed  the  houfc  th^t  th'e  ^ttentiooAf  tlic  committee  had 
b^QW  unremitted,  and  mat  t&ere  wg? 'more  difficulty  \x\  obyi^ 
Sting  by  law  the  diftrefs  which  might  arife  from  a  deficlcn<;» 
<)f  corn,  th^i  ptobal}/y  occurred  .to  tlio(p>Ko  h?i,d  not  attended 
the  committee.  He.  thgugh?  i.t  ^  ^u'tj^'ip  j^jiie  the'jf^fqtisil^  d^^^ 

V6IMI.  J 7^5*       ^  •   *   3R'  ciency 
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cfcncy  of  crop,  and  the  inadequate  quantity  of  wheaten  flour  we 
are  likely  to  acquire  from  abroad.  The  people  (hould  not  be  en^ 
couraged  to  believe  that  there  was  a  ftock  of  wheat  in  the 
country  previous  to  the  late  han'cft ;  that  the  laft  crop  of 
wheat  was  a  good  one,  and  that  a  large  quantity  of  wheat  might 
be  obtained  by  importation.  Such  notions  had  been  fuggefted * 
at  leaft  without  doors  ;  they  were  likely  to  promote  unnecef-* 
faryconftimption,  and  to  check  the  difpofition  to  ufe  fubfti* 
tutes.  We  have  generally  three,  four,  or  five  months  ftocic 
in  hand  of  old  wheat  at  the  time  of  barv^ft ;  but  it  is  known^ 
that  in  the  Autumn  in  1794,  it  was  nearly  exhauflred,  and  that 
we  were  obliged  to  begin  on  the  crop  of  that  year  foon  after 
It  was  harveitcd.  This  encroachment  on  the  new  crop  help- 
ed to  occafion  the  ftock  of  wheat  to  be  ftill  more  exhauftedat 
the  end  of  the  laft  very  backward  harvcft  of  1 795  :  fo  rnuch^ 
that  notwithftanding  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  confiderabie 
quantities  of  wheat  were  hoarded,  he  was  difpofed  to  believe, 
lliat  if  the  whole  quantity  could  hsve  been  equalized  through* 
out  Great  Britaini  we  had  fcarcely  at  that  time  a  fortnight*s 
fupply  of  Britifh  wheat.  The  crop  in  1794.  was  partially 
very  good,  and  in  fome  parts  very  thin:  the  laft  crop  has 
been  unequal,  and,  on  the  whole,  probably  inferior  to  that 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  alfo  inferior  to  an  average  cro^ 
An  average,  or  common  crop,  is  not  equal  to  the  ufaat  an- 
nual confu mpt ion  of  the  country :  an  abundant  harveft  oc- 
cafionally,  more  than  fupplies  us ;  but  our  imports  prove  a 
general  deficiency,  for  on  an  average  of  the  laft  twelve  years, 
we  have  imported  about  225,000  quarters  of  wheat  and  flour. 
It  is  almoft  impoffible  to  acquire  a  precife  knowledge  of  our 
prefent  ftock  of  wheat.  An  unequal  crop  laft  harveft  gave 
rife  to  various  opinions  ;  and  the  variation,  in  refpedt  to  the 
deficiency,  is  from  a  third  to  a  feventh ;  but  if  we  allow  a 
deficiency  of  fix  weeks,  or  an  eighth  and  two-thirds  in  the 
laft  crop,  of  our  fuppofed  annual  confumption,  and  a  de- 
ficiency of  fix  weeks  more,  on  account  of  our  beginning 
irpon  the  lail  crop  fix  weeks  at  leaft  fooner  than  ufual,  three 
months  deficiency  in  the  whole  could  not  be  thought  exaggerat- 
ed, aVnounting,  according  to  the  low  computation  of  500,000 
Quarters  ^^r  month,  to  one  million  and  a  half  of  quartern.  If 
X  weeks  deficienc]f  ftiould  be  thought  too  little,  aud  fix  weeks 
premature  confumption  too  much,  Itill,  on  the  whole,  there  id 
good  ground  to  ftate  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  thtce 
months.  The  opinions  that  the  fcarcity  is  in  a  degree  arti- 
ficial, and  that  there  is  a  profytR  of  ati  adequate  fupply,  may 
be  e(fentially  mifchievous,  and  divert  us  from  that  ceconomy 
and  managemeot  which  can  alone  prevent  extreme  diftr^fs. 

^The 
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T^eles^aiturc,  toDkcw  its  rcadincfs  to  adopt  every  meafure 
tfaatmigbtpoinblyobtainsinyquanticy  of  that  graia  which  is  tie 
fivOMrite  (ood  of  the  people,  had  offered  (^rcat  bounties,  with  a 
view,  of.eneouragiag  the  importation  of  it ;  but  be  thought  we 
otnild  not  poifihlybe  too  explicit  in  declaring  the  probable  de-» 
ficitiicy  in  the  ftock  of  wheat,  and  the  impoilibility  of  obtain* 
ing  fpom  abroad  an  adequate  fupply*     Inftead  of  three  mooihA 
fupply  of  wheats  it  is  not  probable  we  ihall  be  able,  to  obtain 
from  foreigft  countries,  with  all  our  bounties^  fufficient  for. 
three  weeks  of  our  ufual  condimption.     We  have  never  been 
abk,  during  a  cpptury,  to  import  into  this  country  500,009 
quartersy  except  twice^  and  the  greateft  quantity  in  one  year 
vna  560^000  quarters^  and  both  happened  at  a  period  of  ge^ 
aeral   peace.      The  adminiftration  of  France  had  engaged 
deeply  in  the  purcbafe  of  wheat.     His  Maiefty's  minifters,  ap« 
prehenfive  that  the  Britifb  merchants  would  not  be  abJe  t»  meet 
theoacional  purfe  of  France  at  the  foreign  market,  thought  it 
nece(&ry  to  cauii;  fome  purchafes  of  corn  to  be  made  ^  but  not^ 
withftanding  all  tbeir  efibrts,  we  have  not  imported,  at  xbe 
end  of  ten  months,  more  than  252,000  quarters,  including 
wlieat  and  flour  feised  in  neutral  (hips  i  and  the  totsU  impG«:« 
lationof  the  twelve  months,  is  not  likely  to  excei^  300,000 
quarters ;  not  more  than  fifteen  or  fifteen  days  coniumption 
of  this  country.     The  late  high  prices  of  corn  have  drained 
not  only  Europe,  but  An>erica  fo  much,  that  wheat  in  Phila- 
delphia, laft  Auguft,  was  at  I2s.  2d,  fierling^/r  buihel.     Ic 
is  the  opinion  of  all  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  the  fubjed, 
that  the  price  will  rife  in  foreign  countries  in  proportion  to  she' 
bounty  aflfered;  andpurchafers,  namely,  France,  Spain,  Hol- 
land, and  the  foreign  and  BritiQi  Weft  Indies,  nuift  follow 
that  price.     The  more  certain  payment  of  England,  and  pur 
extenfive  trade,  give.us  very  confiderable  advantages ;  but  they 
probably  will  be  countervailed  by  the  much  higher  price  given 
for  wheat  in.  other  countries  at  this  time.     We  have  nothing 
to  expcd  from  Ireland,  nor  the  remaining  colonies  in  America ; 
the  crops  of  wheat  this  year  in  thofe  countries  are  barely  fuf« 
ficient  (i)€  thfi  inhabitants,  and  their  ports  are  ihut  in  rcfped' 
to  exportation.     Some  flatter  themfelves,  that  a  confiderable 
quantity  ipay  be  had  from  the  Mediteranean  i  but  as  the  fourh 
of  France,  and  a  coniiderublc  part  of  Spain,  do  not  grow 
iitfficient  corn  for  their  popuiatioii,  they  muft  give  anyrprice 
for  what  they  can  procure  from  Italy,  Sicily,  and  Barbary  ; 
and  no  bounty  that  will  be  given,  can  countervail  the  hi^h 
frieght,  uifurimcc,  and  other  expences  of  bringing  com  fr^m 
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the  MediterarB^Q  to  Great  Britain.  We  kat^  iktvefore  only 
the  north  o£  Europe  and  the  American  States  to  look  ^  for 
any  fupply*  .  .      .     .       • 

We  leahi  that  the  laft  crote  in  the  north  of  £i>rope,«tfd  ii> 
the  American  States^  are  ratner  better  than  a  comit^oncrop'^ 
but  the  ftock  in  ail  thofe  countries  wa&  greatly  and  uncoav* 
monly  exhaufted  at  the  titu^  of  the  laft  hais^ft.-  'Ttie^e^ir^ 
port  of  wheat  from  North  America  lo  th^  Weft  Indies  Md 
Earope,  probably  has  never  amounted  in  Ofieyearic^  500»oo» 
qaartets^and'h^nay bedoubted)  whether  a^greater ^uaiitir^ 
is  often  j^xpof ted  froifi  the  rforfh  o(  Euro^;  The-gn^itft 
quantity^  of  wheat  and  fidur  imported  in-Mi^  year  intoOrtttt 
Britaiwfrom  t^te  American  Sta;Ce59  was  93V734  qtianeri  {  bur 
ykc  have  only  twice  been  able  to  procure  above  50$ ooo.  qu«rh^ 
ters  from  thence.     The  greaieft  quantiiy  4nnpor«ed*iaofte' 

Sar  from  the  north  of  Etirc^^  including  tiamburgh  and 
remen.  Was  369^281  quarters;  but  we  have  only  chrice 
exceeded  200^00  quarters  from  that  pSLTt  of  the  worlds 
Under  aD  clrcumances^  it  is  very  improbable  we  fliall  be  able  ta 
import  that  quantity  before  the  next  hafvefty^onfi^ei^ng  di9 
extraordinary  competition  of  the  Dutch  lind  French.  Eveft 
fijppoiu^  a. good  crop  in  France,  thefe  ai^e^large  dM^iiS^s  ir> 
that  couj^try^  that  neveY  did  grow  nearly  fufficient  for  the  in*' 
habitants* 

.  There  is.  ^reat  difficulty  in  moving  cora  from  oae  ^f^ 
TiRce  to  smorfact>and  fe^ere  famine  takes  place  in  ibote  de* 
partmehtSy  while  bread  is  comparratively  at  a  modemce  prke 
rn  o^rs«  *  It  is  the  policy  of  thofe  who  goi^em  fit  Ftancey 
to  procure -quantities  of  corn  at  anyirtfte,  kn6  while  they 
have  iin.o«ncevof  goldor  iilver  left,  they  will  pur^hafe  what 
they  can  r>nd  as  whe^  is  from  40  to  50  ftiliings^^  quarter 
dearer  at:  Aqifterdam  than  in  EnglarMi,  and  as  a  cargo  of 
American  flour  fold  at  Havre-de-Grace  4he  iaft  dtiy  ^taft 
month  at  5L  fterlingio  cafh  per  barrel,  or  il.  8s.  i  id*  faithiivg 
per  bn&el,  it  is  eafy  to  judge  where  the  greater  part  <t  (he 
limited  quantity  of  wheat  in  (he  north  of  'Europe  "and  Ame^ 
rica  will  ^.  Suppofiogs  however,  notwithftanding  the  extriro^ 
oldinary  competitioB  at  this  period,  we  fliould  be  able  to  hn«- 
port  from  the  north  of  Europe,  and  from  Ame;ric«,  the  grMt* 
eft  quantity  we  ever  could  obtain  in  the  moft  bvourable 
times,  the  amount  will  be  only  4^3,00^  quarters,  not  mitch 
more  than  the  ordinary  confumption  of  three  weeks ;  btft  k 
is  not  likely  that  we  ihall  be  able  to  produce  a  greater  *quan* 
tity  of  cofn Jn  1796  than  in  1795,  or  that  bounties  will  pro«i' 
cure  for  us  a  confiderable  quantity  of  wheat  more  than  we. 

(hould 
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crop;  dfid  tlie  qu*n^t)rirf  com  that  cari  be  /pftrtff  ai  any 
time  (rofh  the  cMifumpii^rf  of  the  tnhabimm!;  df  ihofe  ct)uii«' 
tfids  Hi« iifilaHy  rfvpttft,'  tiT'lnUch  more  li*wit*<ith«misgerte- 
rftNy  ifring^d^    ^rh^ps  ndC*  equal  tothecluaktrtyw^  Mi^ 
Wafi?/      '  -  '    ■    -  .  .    .  .   t      '    •'■' 

The  H6tffej*'t*le  CmnmifWw,  ahd  Hi*'Mj(fcfH*s  mhitffeft^ 
\/yho  bcc«^*  rrio*  foridufly  refftoftfibU^^  if  thtywioCiM  faif  to-* 
coiY)f^im'f<^fite  to  t^  p«iMi()-fBNfh  information'  aif^beym^y 
bavfc  'In  Aei^  pbwer,  on  ft  'vtfy  rrttereftiiiir  a  Ibt^e^.  Thd 
iTpAt^  from  the  tonnniitee,  avcM  m  much  ai  •poflib)^  io  bat- 
tel' tHe^blM?  M  neQxja  tt>  aft^adcqtiatte  fupp*yfft>m^ubf6»4l^ 
his )>igMy'tfM]liilM»tc Io ttittfee  rtyefe l^nt^m^iHts  fAMy 'td di« 
puMfe;  fthhti»<gh»they  mj*y  hlarm  nt  firt^,'  that  rfkrm  AciiW 
ccaft,  whth  v^e  cbnrfder  that  w*  have  a  moft'fclHjndarie*i<oj> 
of'OMs,"  bat-ley^  and  potairo*^  ihd  thcrfhy  artiplc'  nifaiHi  <jf 
making "itp^thc'drtki^ncy^  the  Wheat  crop:  *;ic  ctiltnot  be 
confidf^rttdM  an  iNl»(fefiibl«  calamity^  \f  tire  (hbiAd  bt  oH^UgCfl- 
to  *ihak*  Wp  Jftaei*'f<>urth'of  ©ur  flfual  tonftifiltttibn  on  art't:«4^* 
gcftcv,  byftidi'foMMtuw^  *r  ^fuch  «*f hoteWraie  w  pilitAbte 
ml*rtfi«es-  -Ba'rley  (ind  owfrt  bread  were,  net  trifefny  ycaY^'jUfr*,* 
thefoeiJ-df-nearlyhalf  of  this^'iilaridj  and  in  verygotdfflmeV 
A^y'*¥k«*ry  mhtMbhse^  and'hbve  b*erf  kt^ni  Mfk\^t\t\f 
nutritive' for  *hfc  moft  laborious  part  t{  Ac  commuftipy.  li 
it  ftdUld^bg  th;o^ght  *har  we  hz¥e  not  <?ftoftgh  of  thfift  iftWwr 
fo  mAe-b^ti  foU^  tf  4>\tf  tifital  c<>nfompr}onV  a  t^«tftf 
might  be  offered  tocrcoiirage  <he  iampoftatit)tu*'  ffetiad  !»<>•  * 
idea  of  any  limitation  of  expcnce,  to  fcctrre  foflteient  fottd  far 
the  people.  That  a  bounty  would  be  of  fervieo,  r  ^howevcfi' 
mtieh  t^  l^oftbted.  W-e  ufually  impo/t  from  fctan  ro'tifre 
hundred  thoufand  quarters  of  oats,  and  it  is  fuppdfed  we  rtia^ 
hiVe- aWtat  6^,000  quarters  from  Ireland  rbc cnftiihg  year. 

The  goed'fenfe  of*he  eountry,  whtn  fa«<»fl«fcl  of  its' real' 
ttftrcrin  rtfpefkio  the  ft^dt  eff  wheat,  and  its  r#fourcfe&<  wrU 
turn  to  the  only  management  which  can  obviate  the  dfftreftf 
which  muft'dVherwTfc  take  place  before  the  ti^Kthm^ft^  and 
k  willtindowbtcdly  be  the  general*  wi(h  to  refhtxt  a«>  mocltf 
wheat  fell  pbdible  for  the  lowerranics,  who  h*vt?  cThiefly  fatr- 
ftftcd  on'thatfirfi^lej  even  to  gratify  prcjudic^es^r  notions  of 
comfort.  The  greuteft  difficulty  in  ref^eft  to'fbbftitates  or 
mixtu*nts,' cHJCurs  in  large  cities  or  towns  ;  b^t  evwi  there, 
the  high  price  of  corn  wiH  produce  good  maitogAtient  an* 
great  fa\4ntt.  There  are  few  parts  in  the  Country  where 
iTibrtitutes  for  wlieaien  ll^or  were  tiot  in  a  coiifidertible  de-» 
gret  adopted.  In  fome  diftricls,  the  people  hud  entirely  re- 
turned 
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tamed  to  bleirkf  and  0fi[tcRbiPea(l)1t»,  thenfytt^  redbnabk 
to  fuppoib^  there  will  be  a  fitving  of  one^third,  except  in  great 
towns  and  their  neighbourhood.  .  In  thoTe  towns  where  an 
equal  faving  cannot  be  expe^ed,  the  quantity  of  wheat  likely 
to  be  imported,  though  ti0€  yer)r  confiideraU^  when  added 
to  the  rye,  Indian  corn,  and  rice  (and  of  the  Jaft  an  cftotiaL, 
quantity  t»  to  be  expe£M  frocn'abroad)  withrwiittcaobe 
(pared  by  faving  one-third  in  the  country,  may  in  tbe  whole 
make  up  the  deficiency  of  one-fourth,  of  the  oonfumption. 
There  Vas  much  more  reafon  to  apprehend  that  tbe  people 
might  be  flattered  into  the  idea  that  managenaent  waanatae**. 
^e&ry,  than  that  a  true  (kte  of  our  fituation  iboidd  oontuuie 
to  keep  up  tbe  prefept  unconferoAable  price  of  0Qrn»  the  fcif* 
city  of  which  was  not  the  only  excufe  of  that  price  (  but  it- 
can  hardly  be  doubted,  that  ihe  laws  which  are  «ow  -paffitig 
to  prohibit  any  articles  of  food  from  being  converted  to  other 
ufes,and  the  almoft  general  ufe  of  potatoes,  with  maoy  odier 
expedients^  will  fo  much  lefeen  the  demand  for  wheat,  that 
the  price  muft  neceflarily  fall.  At  all  events,  every  exertioit 
fliouid  be  ttfed,  that  can  ^poffiMy  provide  cheaper  6x>d  for  the 
people;  and  it  will  be  fortunate  if  the  prefent  fcarcity  flioufcL 
turn  tbe  attention  of  the  legiilature  to  fome  great  meafttie 
which  may  prerent  in  future  a  precarious  depeodanee.on 
foreign  countries  for  our  fubAftence,  and  fucfa  a  famine  as 
Viuftof  cauffe  haveoftfued,  if  the  crop  of  other  cam  and 
potafioeiB  had,  through  a  bad  leafon,  or  .bad  harvsftv  been  as 
defedive  as  the  crop  of  wheat. 

The  engagement  now  propofed,  had  been  confidered  with 
i^ncommon  care ;  and  the  committee  intends  to  cominue  to 
prepare  other  matter  for  the  confideration  of  the  Hoafe,  with 
as  mueh  difpatcb  as  poffible. 

The  Bill  for  repealing  the  licences  of  dealers  in  horfes,  and 
ifiuing  new  ones  with  the  addition  of  the  new  duties,  was 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  order^  to  be  committed  on  Wed* 
oefilay. 

Mr.  Lccbmers  exprcfled  himlisif  diflatisfied  with  the  pro^- 
ceedings  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  dearnefs  of  provtfioos,  and 
ga^e  notice  that  he  (hould  bring  forward  a  mocioa  for.r^ 
^refiing  the  evils  produced  by  tbe  fcarcity,  on  the  firft  open 
day  after  the  recefs. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfdf  into  a  committee  upon  the  Bill 
tar  impofing  a  new  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  aflislTed  taxes, 
Mr.  tiobart  in  the  chair,  when  the  rcfolutlons  were  read,  a 
firll  and  fecond  time,  with  the  amendment  ^  and  the  chair*-. 

man 
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man  was  ordered  to  report  the  fame^  which  wiil  be  received 
to«^morrow* 

LIBEL. 

The  fecond  Report  ♦  of  the  commktec  appointed  to  en* 
quire  who  was  the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  entitled, "  Thoughts 
on  the  Englifh  government/'  having  been  (agreeable  to  the 
order  of  the  day)  read> 

Mr.  Sberiden  faid,  that,  after  the  refolution  which  the 
Houfe  had  juft  read,  he  iboiild  be  much  difappointed  if  there 
fhould  appear  any  want  of  unanimity  on  the  fubjeA  of  the 
atrocious  libel  which  had  been  fo  lucccfsfuUy  traced  to  its 
fource.  He  could  not,  however,  help  expreffing  an  appre* 
henfion,  from  what  had  fallen  on  a  fprmer  evening  ffom  one 
of  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide»  that  a 
diflerence  of  opinion  might  arrf<i  on  the  mode  of  proceeding, 
or  the  meaitires  which  (houid  be  thought  mod  likely  to  eflfeA 
the  ends  of  juftice,  and  fupport  the  refpe&ability  of  the 
Houfe. 

When  the  firft  report  had  been  prefented,  oHfeAions  ha4 
been  made  by  fome,  that  the  evidence  which  had  been  ob- 
tained was  not  fufficient  \  other  gentlemen  had  thought,  that 
it  was  fully  fufficient  to  go  to  a  dire<3:  profecutton  .of  }Atm 
Reeves,  either  as  the  author,  or  for  aSing  as  the  author,  of 
the  libel  \  and  others  had  declared  that  the  committee  had 
ftopped  fliort  at  that,  point,  which  was  in  their  judgment- dvi 
moft  important  and  neceUary  to  proceed  in ;  that  mode  cH 
arguing,  however,  was  founded  upon  a  miClake  which  gen- 
tlemen made  in  the  nature  andobjedt  of  the  committee,  which 
had  not  been  inftituted  to  try  a  delinquent,  but  to  enquire 
after  and  aficertain  grounds  whereupon  to  eftablifli  the  de-^ 
linquency,  and  who  it  wa^  that  had  been  the  author  of  the 
libel  in  queftion.  in  order,  therefore,  to  meet  every  objedioo 
and  every  doubt,  the  committee  in  {heir  fecond  report  had 
taken  care  to  leave  no  room  for  funtlar  objedions :  they  had 
caUed  upon  Mr.  John  Owen,  the  publifher  of  the  libel,  who 
he  confeiled  had  been  left  in  a  very  awkward  iituation  by  the 
ftate  of  the  evidence  on  the  firft.  On  the  laft  occafion,  diey 
had  queftioned  bin  if  he  ftill  perfifted  in  his  refufal  to  give  up 
the  author ;  to  which  he  replied  he  did,  and  could  not  think 
hunfelf  jttftified  in  doing  otherwife  than  remaining  fiient. 
The  committee  had  deemed  this  filencie  on  the  patt  of  Mr. 

♦viae  Appendix. 
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Ov^en  CQ0fut»3ciaus  toWAcd^  tbe^cpmxuUf^C'i  .and-ha<i,jjirc4li 
cd  him,*(M[r.  S.)  as  cnalrfnah  of*  that  committee^  to  tipticc 
the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  He  had  thus  complied  'vfiih  their 
direftion,  but,  ever  anxiousibr  tbfc  prefervation  of  the  liberty 
of  ihc»prQj&K.h?.clid  pqt  vvi(h.,tq  c^ctcnd  the  proc^cdinas^pfihal: 
Hou/e  beyoj/d  the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  nor  flioul^ he  jUvg 
beerx  inclined  to  be  fo  rigorpus  towards  him,, but  for  the  au- 
thority which  he  held,  and  which  was  fo  able  tp  impof^  per- 
iJ^ious  d.Q^rjncs  on  the  opipiofjs  o.f  the  people.     It^  was  witA 

Sxeat  rcluQancc,  therefore,  though  he  fcU  himfelf  obKged  t« 
o^tathat  be  n\entipned  the  d^terminatioh  of  Mr.  Owen  npf 
tQ  glvo  up  the  author  of  the,  pamphlet  but  he  begged' tb^ 
Houfc  tp  underftand  that  he  cjid  not  wifli  for  any  profecutipc) 
againft  ^he  printer  o.r.  pubUQi'^r  of  it,  H^  was  bound  to  re«» 
port  chc  faol^  and  hpw  far  the  Houfc  (hould '  slU  upoo^.t^c 
cpntOTpt  of  their  conin\ittee  by  Mr.  Owen's  refuial^*  he  JcCf 
to.  the.decifion  of  the  Houfe  itfelf.  Upon  thcfe'groupd^  Jjc  . 
did  «i9t  fe^r  it  i^icurpBent  ^o  make  any  propofltion^^^r  ippv^ 
any  refolutlons  agaihft  the  printer  or  the  publlflier.'    '      .     , 

WiU)  lei^xjA  toJVlr.  ^^ecv^s,  as  he  was  clviirman  of  the 
afluciation  at  the  Crp\yn  and  Anchor  Tavern,  it  was  the'ob-» 
je£l  of  the  committee  to  compare  his  hand  writing  in  suiy  of 
the  papers  belonging  to  that  afTociation,  with  the  proof 
iljeets  of  the  pamphlet,  and  as  the  only  way  to  do  fo  was 
by '  gcttifig^  at  the  ftcivtary^  they  made  enquiries  fo?  tha; 
purpofQ,.'"bv»t.*hcobje»n;  failed.  Mr,  Thomas  Wrjght  denied 
tha:t,hi;Tia3  ever  aclcd  as  fccretary  to  that  aflppiation,  and 
being,  illtiwn  the  name  of  J.  Mpore,  Secretary,  figned  to  the 
fiift  ailc>c*uiti9n  and  declaration  and  rcfolutions  of  the  focietyi 
on  the  2q^h.o!f  Novemb^r^  xygj,  he  anfwered,  th^t  J.MoorQ  . 
was  ^.  rry^n  V«  nuoibus^"^  mere,  fiilitious  niime^  as. no  fuch 
petfoi^  cxiftcd.      .     .    J  *         ,     ;  •       '•  ' 

from  Mi;,  Wright's  cividericc,'  howeypr,  it  appeared  thai 
Mr,  Rccyps  was  the  kadir]|;  perfon  pf  the  rner^orable  club,  or 
focjcty  'of.  alarm ifts^  \vho.bacj  tt'th^  country  in  a  flame  of 
feaj;  *an^  j[Jir(:'pptcnt,  ^uh'thc  bugKear  tales  of.  plots  and  con- 
fijlr'acle^,.  ircajbns  hatched  ai}<^.Mjj^tc;hing,  of  deftgns  on  t)if 
Tpwer  arid  the  Bank,  acd  Jacobin  Clu^s  ajlbci^ted  to  iritrQ-j 
ducc  th^*jle;v^ell.I.'^g  ^nd  l^epublican  fyftcms.  It  .mijjht,  at^i 
fiift  ,glaj9qg>.(cem,thajt  thp  circumftaiice  of  the/ chairman  ^(^ 

the< 


nature  \ 

himfelfin  the  conftanthabit  of  ^qrreippndeiice  and  intercourse 


mrith  the  TMtftii^,  that  that  (bcietv  hatH  two  thoufahd  other 
(bcieties  branched  off  and  affiliated  with  it,  and  that  fucH 
dodrines  tts  the' libel  then  befofe  the  Houfe  held  forth  obtained 
the  moft  rapid)  and)  he  might  fay,  hM  c'.:cuhxhi\  through 
the  country;  when- it  appeared  that  the  correipondencc  be-* 
tWeen  Mr.  Reeves's  mother  rotiety  and  the  two  thoafand 
hurfertes  of  his  )>rinciples,  would  make  fourteen  Italia  volunies  i 
hft  thought  the  ferioufnefs  of  fuch  a  connexion  was  of  n  j  light 
confideration.  Of  all  the  occurrcncies  which  had  arifen  fince 
the  revolution,  it  was  the  moil  alarming  for  the  liberties  of  thi$ 
country,  that  a  man,  countenanced,  as  he  was,  by  govern- 
ment, with  fuch  means  in  his  poflefflon*  of  dilfeminating  his 
deteftable  do^rines,  ihould,  after  having  circulated  the 
wicked  prttic^ples  of  others  through  every  ramification  of  th6 
«  Society  for  prote<aing  Liberty  and  Property  from  Repub- 
licans and  Levellen^'^'be  himfett  the  author  of  a  work  whicli 
ftruck  at  the  foundation  of  the  government,  which  ^fferfed 
the  inutility  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  the  fofld 
and  exclufive  right  of  the  government  and  the  Jaw  e^^lflfng  irt 
the  Kin^:  When  hefaw  alFthis^  and  knew  that  fuch  an  alloci^ 
atibn,  adtihg  with  a  vicioui  vigour,  eredWng  itfelf  on  deception; 
fuppo'rting  itfelf  by  falfehood,  and  maintaining  itfelf  by  noto- 
rious treachery  fand  boundlefs  corruption,  had  for  its  prefident, 
the  author  of  the  libel  upon  which  the  Houfe  hild  already 
decided,  he  thought  it  kn  alarining  crifrt  for  the  country,  and 
ii  moft  important  obje£l  for  the  conAdefation  of  the  Houft. 

Mr.  Sheridan  entered  into  a  hiftwy  of  the  aflbciation,  whicM 
he  faid  Was  commenced  in  November,  1792,  andobftrved 
hov/  remarkable  it  Wa$  that  the  nation  was  trsnqui),  no  fears 
abroad  or  at  home*  rk)  apprchenfions  entertained  but  for  the 
iffue  of  th^lvar  ;  that  Ih  one  month  after  thiit  fociety  had  beeii 
inftituted,  Ae  nation  Was  alarmed  fn^m  one  end  to  the  other, 
Che  guards  W(^e  doubted,  'bl  hoft  t>f  fpies  were  for  the  firft 
riihe  employed  under  the  fertftion  *  of  thofe  countenanced  by 
the  Kin^6f  Great Britain^s  minifters;  arms  and  ammunition 
were  prot'ided,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  fuddenly  threw" 
himfelf  into  the  ToWcr,  Withallthe*  tertrdr  that  might  ariftf 
from  an  invafton  i  With  what  tfftSt  the»r  NiordAiips  all  knew* 
After  Secrel:  CdHimitteegdf  that  Houfe' llad  formed  ibeir  re- 
pdfts^  and  after  MeRh.  Hardy  and  Todke  had  belli  threat-' 
ened  with  alt  the  penalties  of  tt«afen,  it  appeared  that  noT 
evbn  one  of  die  hired  tinea  of  minifters  could  prove  a  iingle 
fad  in  anyihape  refembling  plot  or  confpt racy,  although  every 
effbrt  6f  poWe^,  ai^tifice,  and  corruption  had  been  ekeried  tfy 
ftrc^ngthen  and  fupiikM-f  the  eharges  urged  asainft  them. 

\vh.lL  1795.^  '38     -  Th0> 
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The.Ailociationthe  hid^  bad  commenced  wifih  C9R{cioH» 

{;uilt,  ^nd  had  proccfrdcd  uoon  principle  of  fraud  and  treachery^ 
t  appe^M-i-d,  from  Mr.  Wright's  evidence,  that  while,  they 
fidvertifed  that  they  w^ould  receive  anonymous  . informal  gin, 
they  added  as  a  net  a  bency  ^*  all  Jetters  and  CQinmu/^ic^tions  #re 
requefted  to  be.  addreiTed  to  the  fecretary^  J.  Moore,  at.tl>i$ 
pla!(||."  And  who.wa^  this  fecretary?  Mr.  Wright  (414  it 
wan  man  in  nubilus ;  that  it  was  an  unreal  map,  a  mece 
6(^ioa}  that  no  Tuch  man.exifted ;  and  that  even  the  Qom- 
fDittec  did  not  know,  nor  did  any  one  but  Mr-  Reqv.e^and  Mr. 
,\V right,  that  it  wa$  a  iid^itious  naqae.  What  mud  1^  thp^ght 
of  the  credulity  of  that  Committee,  and  what  of  the  cpo- 
fcieiice  of  him  who  inftituted  fuoh  mea^ircs^  but  as  the  ope-> 
rations  of  fear,  of  guilt,  and  impofture  ?  At  the  thiifi  meeting 
of  the  ^ciety,  it  appeared  that  the  Committee  w.^iS  infprcnea 
that  the  fec):etarv  was  a  non-entUy.  Ti>e  efFe^  this  aiionyr 
mous  fytiem  had  upon  Mr.  Thomas  Law,  cpuld  npt.b<  f^fr 
gotten.  Mr.  Law,  in  a  manner  equally  bpnaur^ble  to,  his 
head  and  heart,  after  resionilrating  againll  the  refolutipn  for 
receiving  anonymous  informatipo,  withdrew  from  tb^^t  focietfy 
^od  expofed  the  dark  priiiciple  of  its  inditution.  It  was  re- 
inarkabJe  aHb,  that  t^e  very  refolutions  .which  conftitute  the 
anonymous  iyllcai  were  carefully  kept  out  of  their  books  ^od 
open  proceedings. 

..  It  was  not  however  to  this  fteret  fyftem  of  fpies  and  in- 
formers, the  invitation  of  anonymous  information,  nor  the 
then  circulation  of  the  proceedings  of  .that  fociety,  which 
contained  many  particulars  no  lefs  libellous  than  the  pamphlet 
before  the  houle,  equally  inimical  to  the  freedom  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  the  privileges  of  both  houfeSt  and  even  to 
that  title  upon  which  alone  his  Majefty  holds  hi$  crown  \  but 
t!ie  works  of  Soame  Jenyn$,  Whitaker,  aod  Arthur  Young, 
have  been  openly  recommended  and  circulated  by  that  fociety ; 
and  the  thanks  of  Mr.  Reeves  given  for  fom/e  of  thoTe  doc- 
trinc^,  which  were  in  themfeives  treafonable  to  the  confticu- 
^on  dF  the  nation.  Jn  a  work  of  Young's  it  is  ftattd^  ^^  Jthat 
^  the  corruption  of  tb?  houfe  of  comn^ons  will  always  iiicreafe 
Vm with. the  power  which  it  may  be  found  to  ppffeft,"  and  that, 
V. without  lucb  a  parliament  the  nation  would  be  .better 
*.<  without  anyl"  Aod.  in  the  fame  work  it  is  averted,  tbat 
V  by  an  independent  parliament,  is  meant  one  th^t  will 
oppofe  any  adminiftr^tion ;  that  in  ^very  cpnil^oCipn  M^re  are 
fome  mbn  without  coafcience,  without  judgment^  and  others 
without  both;  that  by  corruption  tl)ofe,  Mattered  chfiradler, 
are  colieded  and  united,  and  the  buftnefs  of  government  goes 
OBfmootbly  i*'  and  finally  that  "  an  indeprn^nt  houfi  of  com ^ 

mon: 
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mens  is  no  fa^  ifiheB^itiJh  ton/Hiutim.***' 'When  fuch  doi^rincs 
arc  cifcolatcd,  and  when  thanks  are  given  by  the  circulator 
to  die  authori  it  is  but  fair  to  confidcr  thofe  fentjmcnts  as 
adopted  arid  made  his  own;  and  when  conneftcd  with  'the 
p\kb)icatton  of  the  libel  then  before  the  houfe,  the  hSts  con- 
rtefted  in  one  view,  fonned  an  objeft  the  moft  hideous  that 
this  country  had  known  for  a  century  to  interfere  iVith  its 
^ov<*rnment.  '  • 
•  He  lamented  that  thexommittee  liad  not  h^en  veiled  with 
powers  more  ample,  as  he  was  convinced,  from  what  he  had 
already  feeni'  ihat  they  could  hare  traced  the  exiftence  of  a 
regular  apd  deep  laid  plot  to  introduce  defpotifm  in  this  country 
tt)  itsfourice ;  and  to  have  flbewn  that  the  title  aflunied  by  that 
ibciety,  profcfflbdly  to  oppofc  repubiicatis  and  leveUerSy  was 
cHly  a  co^ei'  arid 'a  pretext  under  which  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
rAiit  were  meant  to  be  overturned,  and  tyranny  completely 
effablifhed  on  tTie  fulns  o(  that  little  freedom  'which  ftill  re- 
nVain^d  m'tWe  toumry.         .'  '  '. 

^^'fttfad^eVted'to^a  precedent  of  ifle  year  1680,  when  the 
Jadge^  Scroggsi'jfohcs,  imd'Weftort,  Were  accufed  of  couti- 
fehahdng  deTpBtiftn;*  v^heltrin  bfte'or*thi)fe  judges  expVclTed 
himfeTf  iij  term*  the  moft  harlh'  agarnft  Luther,  Calvin,  and 
iSirigfitii,'  'add  a^ainft  their  followers ; '  whom,  he  had'  laid 
were  men  of  Tucn  harfli  ipirits  and  fuch  favourers  of  demo- 
cracy,- that  nothing  would  fcrve  then  but  ia  parliaiincht ;'  for 
Ms  own  part.'thc  liidgc  had  faid  he  kneW  of  no  authority  to 
Whom  hc'Ctiuld  loot,  nor  of  any  law  but'what  came  from 'the 
Kfn^.:  ^8(tch  Var  prerifcly  the  ftyle  of  Mr;  Reeves  and  his 
afTociations ;  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  wtJuld  fee  their  honour 
was  concerned,  to  confer  a  fignal  proof  of  thfeirdifpleafure 
on  the  author  of  fuch  doArines  ;  fince  it  was  their  duty  to 
inform  thbrr^ftUow  citizens  generally,  and  their  conftituents 
in  particular,  fo  •  that  they  might  ipprehend  and  comprehend 
what  that  cohftitution  was  which  was  meant  to  be  mainl 
fained.  •'  j      • 

'  He  cduld  not  avoid  remarking,  however,  that  by  the  bilN 
which  had  jdft  pafTed,  all  public  meettaes  in  future  were  to  be 
under  the  cdmroultjf  magiftratcs,  that  m  thclaft  commtffion 
Mr/Rec^s  was  made  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  that  in 
'Wertminffier  the  mighty  mbvers  of  fedition,  as  they  were 
denominated,  chiefly  held  theit  meetings.  A  right  honourable 
'gent^ehl^h  K^d  ttiotight  that  the  paid'magiftrates  of  Weftmtn- 
fier  would  not  '|t)c  the  firlt  to  obtrude  themfelveS  at  any  of 
thefe  mehingf,  and  perhaps  hchimfelf  might  iticKne  to  that 
.  3  S  2  opinion. 


opimcn^  fin  did  not^ihjitiic  ioob^  Aian  as  Nir.  Boad,.  foria* 
&mce,  \^c«iW)  iwbo  alvup  ^^baved  ip  fW./air  »(d  a^oileft 
maQ(ier.  H«  begged  to  jbj^  vi\der^pod  tH^i  h^  T^^^4P*  J>Pi  ^^ 
flop  fo  tbat  geiitleii]30^s/arn^r:m9de  of  life. .  WibatcYer  tfatt 
niiglit  have  Been,  when  he  certainly  c9i^Idl|ay€'m^cf{)edatvNtt 
pf  his  prefent  rank,  iincefae^W  bcqc^  ip  office,  be  h^ui  ^Iwayf 
been  r^pe^gble;  apd  jilr*.$neridan  Cud^  thought  it  bigjbiy 
improper  in  the  othei^  magiftrates,  when  he  cangicjnto  the 
Gowni^a>,to  refufq  tjf  .dfippiat^  ^wi^  ,faifii^>s^n(j  ftigoasKife 
»«» as    ;  '  :.,••:,•;.—  .  -.  T    •     .  - 

If  fuch  roagiftrates  as  thef^j'  then,  would  not  be  Ac  firft  to 
difperfc  a  public  nieetingi  who  would  ?  Why  the  man  of  aQ 
others  would  be  Mr.  Reeves*.  Mr.;  Reeves  would  malkci  bim« 
felf  the  chief  juftice  of  fedidous  aflemblie$»  th^.di(£tator  of  thp 
^a^)  and  if  any  oerfoa  pxefumed  to  f^y  that  extrsvagant 
courts,  felfiih  minifterSy  rotten  Borough5»  ^fui.o^nipC  QUb* 
jorjties  ought  to  be  aboUibod.  apd  teformqd^  hid  it  was  that 
would  to'ftautljr  pll  opt  to  Tqijrnfexvl  aDd  ^ztpaaoic^  -^^  Seis^ 
that  fefibw  by  the  tbroat>.awa^  with.Kip^  to  prifon.hcis.il 
tr^tor  ^nd  proclaima  {JBditioq  ;^'  becaufe  Mr.  ^e«ve$  had  pic- 
vioufly  declared  that  every  one  of  thefo  abufes  .i$i  eflentiaL  t|» 
our  goxcrno>cnt.  Therefore  it  was  the  dfitjp  of  the  Houfe^ 
after  the  paffing  of  thofe  bills,  to  hold  oiit  to  the  contrary  ai| 
indemnity,  by  deqUfing  that  the  abufes  were  iiot  among  the 
facted  partis  of  the  conftitutibn;  or  eUe  in  ererif  ihettii^  dwy 
would  leave  no  rule  for  the  magiftrate,  and  no  jUoitts  rar  the 
peopi^  to  preferve  tbcmfelves  from  violation* 
.  He  (aid  he  had  long  before  expofcd  thcf^^fehood-of  charge 
of  plots  and  conTptracies,  and  he  lameoted  the  credulity  of 
mitiifters,  if  it  was  credulity^  tbat  led  tbe{^  to  believe  tbem^ 
and  to  adopt  thj?  machiaveliaa  principle  of  ^d»n^  baie  oMsins 
toaccompliih  what  they  mi^fajt  concievc  to  be  good  ends^ 
which,  when  their  imaginatiobs  had  been  difturbed  by  the 
artifices  of .  Mr.  ileevesi^-  he  w^  indlincd  to  tbtpjc'  was  really 
Aad  truly  the  cafir,  from  what  bad  fallen  from  a^Vigbt  hoiiQur^ 
able  geiuleman^  ^ho  bad  aflerted  that  Mf..  Reeves  ddcived 
Ihe.gr^titude  of  the  coiintry. 

He  mentioned,  he  faid^  for  the  fifth  time  in  that  Boul^, 
jftogtber  plot  that  had  fprung  from  that  a&ciatioii^.  he  jneant 
the  ^^p-gunplotj  as  it  was  called,  which,  ofteo  as  he  had 
nennoned  it,  had  never  once  been  noticed  or  replied  to  .from 

the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe*    He  ftalc^  that  two  pertons^ 

imiiyt>' 


luvrisd  j^  SatcKmd  Gw  xii^pn)^  wott'wwoit'^xio  cooraiiMow 
ttpcA  tiK  followtng  Older  ofitite^ivjr  comcsly.figiied  byJofd 
LoiigiihDiott^ ^aad- 'WilUacBii^ttc,:.: v.*  - 

'<  Thcffv  are  in  liis  Mfi^^y^s  ntpi^  to  wmont^  and  require  you  to  receive  inC^ 

vour  f uftoUy  ^c  body  of  Joba  Smitiy  herewith.  Auit  ^pu  for  hi^h  txrsUbn  9 

.apd  yQU  are  to  JcMp  iuis  £ife  4Ad  plofe  uAtiU  he  fhaU  be  delivered  by  due 

C^urlc  of  bw  i.  9pd(QK  (o  d<4agjU)is.ihaU^b»^Qiu;  ftj^cknt  warrao^/', 

*\  rpam  tt^  Council  Chaipbmjat,W|^cel|^l,  this  |Oth  daj  of  04^be% 

^f9^"     '  .       -.   •  •    •     •  ■  .      , 


^^  Frew  thi|{t  tii^  to  the, iQtH.pjt'.M2^y, ,  thiough  t^  y^hole  of 

f^i^i  H^f^^W  ^^^j^^  y^^^^^f,  5^^j^  y$^  Qonfiaed  in  cold  wd 
JDtfer^a  cdl3«[  and  thefaipLliesor.bpth  reduced  to  the  greateft 
dii{asi^./.AttEe  p9ru)d,whi^Jie  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  abouc 
i:apc9pQf^^'ei:qpeal]of  j;be  Jt^nof  ,Chrpau  J4fy  .one  of  the 
oer^oflL^  StiRitP*^  w^Qtc  l^^tl^  foUowIog  letter^  which  would 

V  *cciog  In  the  public  ^ers  that  you  Intend  this  day  to  move  for  leave  t^ 
brin^  in  abuJ  to  repeal  the  fufpcnfioa  of  the  Haheas  Corpus  A£^,  1  talcc  the 
liberty  ff  feeding  you  an  account  of  ray  fituation.  On  the  aSth  of  September  I 
Was  taken  .into  cufto4^  by  a  wanant  f^om  tliie  Secretary  of  ^tate,  and  throvrn  int« 
ji  dismal  ceU  19  Hew  Prifon  Cle,rkemvyU,  from  thenoe  I  was  takea  to  the  Privy 
Couooily.  and  there  jex^Ioed  feverai  tiiD9s«  T^^oxp  t{ic  quefUons  they  put  to  me, 
it  a^fiearii  th^  I  yut  f W^^  V{|^'<VS  Y^^f(^^^  ^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ailaiiinatutjj;  ht» 
M^^y*  I  CMfifi^r^  yoUf  Sir^  9a.the;wQKi  ^f  a.aun|  thatl  oevcr  beajrd,  fa>», 
ivr  kffi^r^ay  «fitf^  of  tl^  (aid  gkkt  till  I  wa^;irv  t^  Privy  Oiuiicil.  Oo  the  lotk 
|#  OdobCTiL  (  waftjSffwnitted  tp^tbi^  pb^e'Oft  a^^ch^i^  of  Nigh  TreafiMi^  with- 
Oil  apy  hc|iq  o£,^»a)f  >ro^ght  to  trialK^hibyiff^baoa  dragged  from,  home,  ieavii^ 
a  wiC»aid  four  cl|Hdk«»  without  ay)/;  fupport,  and  lyiving  loft  a  plaoc  of  above 
toy  iKnwi^.9ry^af«  .  I  aoi  ajithw.  t^  i|^  a  ^ffoal  qttt  in  Meifvgate,  where  na- 
siRDg  ii  ft9.  be:^«if^ btM  die  rattl'iccflt'  Iron*,  firost  t^. fiA«nt.  My  friends  ^^naac 
^mr  n  ^  meiwicboat  beasiobWd,  lai«t«  t^  p^  dvoogh  a  yaitl  in  ndttAi  aie 
4bm<>ef>  thtf  ouiA  aboadoaed  wretohes.  .  The  above  lean  aOure  yoo  are  Mtu 

^  By  takiag'pabtic  ttodde  of  the  above  yoa-wUiuach  •bUg; 
'<Yooroledkfl&huDibkArva*e».     .       v. 

•'To  R.  B^-SmriaAN,  Eiq.  -JahthSmitJ^^* 

In  this  condition  did  ^his  man  ^.  the  other  iblieit  triaU 
diiiniifion^  or  enlargement  on  bail ;  it  was  to  be  obferved  of 
•Ibedi^  that  confiding  in  their  own  innocence,  even  with  the 
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iggravating'  cinhimlhmcev  of  -iamH^  diftirefty  they  stfkied*  no 
other  faxrauT'  b(tt  triat  oriidilcharge';  mitfaer  wds'  hoivv^ver 
granted  them.  Smith  wrote  agaiff*in  Febfaarf .  '  Ta'wfricH 
ktter.no  anfwer  was  fent.  A  refpefhiblc  man,  Mr.  Pjarkii^fon, 
went  to  fee  him  ;  found  him  in  a  ttate  truly  dbr^^erate ;  and, 
with  a  dignity  6f  heirt  that  refteftfed  the  hlgheft  trredfton  his 
charafter,  reprefentcd  the  poor  tnan'i  cafe  to  the  privy  cotiiicH, 
which  only  procured  a  change  of  apartments^;  and  in  April 
fee  wrote  again;  and  he  was  irrfbrmed  that  z  mildei^' letter 
would  procure  his  releafe  on  any  bail  whatever.  '  I'hus,  after 
the  deltruflion  of  his  property,' tbe^  danger  of  bis  Kifc  b^* 
juthlefs  imprifonmeot,  and^he  mifery  of  a  numerous  ikmily,- 
his  oppreffors  tell  htm  in  Kis  prifon,;  you  muft  not  be  a  man, 
you  muft  ceafc  to  feel  Tike  an' Englifliman/  YoumuRnbt 
dare,  after  the  torment  Jirid  'dH^feft  we  have  heaped' on  you, 
to  fpeak  but  as  a  flave,  and  lick  die  feet  of  thofe  'wfcd  nave 
trod  upon  you,  ahd  proved  that  the  tyrannical "da^  bf'the 
French  govtmment,  or  of  the  worft  tyranny  that  eVer€xMcrf, 
were  not  worfe  than  what  an  EngUlhman  is  liable'  to*  fdff^ 
uqder  theabufeoPitslaws.  .:        *  *V 

Re*  dicT  not  mean,  however^  to  move  for  a  profocitUon, 
tboiJg|h  he.  had  no  miftnift  of  the  honourable  and"  learnicd 

f*  entleman  oppofite  (the  attorney  general).  He  put  it  to  tl^e 
oufe  whether  they  ought  not  to  meafure  equal  juftice  for  a 
confpiracy  to  lop  off" tiie  lords  and  commons,  as  the  King; 
ahdobferved  that  all  the  precedents  went  to  this  point,  where 
there  was  a  high  tfeach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament.  The 
pamphlet  was  not  a  theoretiCial  treadle  6n  gdvernm.eAt,  but  a 
^ra£lical  exhortation,  addrefTed  to  the  ^/tfmj^/?  of  Hie  people. 
What  he  propojed  therefore  was  to  move  for  thcccnfuredF 
the  houf^,  and  to  proclaim  that  cenfure  by  having  the  pamph- 
let burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  Hoobjeaed 
to  a  profecution  moft  peremptorily,  as  he  wiliied  to  tot  an 
example  of  lenity  and  mercy,  contrary  to  what  Mr.  -Raevea 
hlmfelf  prad^ifed  ;  but  though  it  was  with  great  relufloncelie 
fubmitted  totho  minifters  themfelves  whether  this  ftoaM  >not 
be  followed  up  by  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  tb  remote  him 
from  any  piace  of  truft,  and  inftead  of  committing  him  to 
Newgate,  he  defigned  to  move  that  he  (hgukl  be  fumcnoned 
to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  to  receive  a  reprimand  from 
the  Speaker,  and  be  advifed  to  make  an  alteration  in  his  miad, 
and  dil'avowal  of  his  ientiments. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  moving, 

'<  That  one  of  the  faid  pamplets  &e  burnt  hy  the  han<is  of  the  common  hai^aiiy 
in  New  PftUce  Yard,  at  one  o'dockop  MoDda^r  the  asft  Ixftai^t ;  th^t  aodthef  ff 

the 
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ther«fdpa«ipM^ttbc  alio  tomt  on  7ruBi(iay»  th«  aad  ij^ant,  onth^  Royal  £»- 
fba«^  I17  ^  cooDA^  h^ogroai)  ^  »M^  that  tbc  ihetifij.  of  |40pdoa  and  MiddkiiBK 

^r.  Secretary  iiundas  f^iJ,  it  wa,s  not  his  intention  to  ad* 
.V^tat  prefent  to  wii?t  paiT^d  on  the  night  when  the  fubje^ 
was  $rft  brought  forward,  and  .  when  the  houfe  came  to  tfaic 
rerolution.tbat  the  book  in.  queftion  was  a  feditious  ]it)cL 
Having  been  abfent  ttut  night,  he  had  not  the  advantage  ojf 
licaiii^  the  book  read.  Whether  he  might,  or  might  not, 
iiowevef  thinkit  had  4  dangerous  tendency,  it  was  his  duty,  as 
a  men»ber  .of  parliament,  tp  found  all  his  obfervations  on  that 
rcfoiutiofi..,  He  owned,  he  viewed  the  fubjaa.in  a  very  dif- 
ferent light  from  that  ftatcd  by.  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
who  iD^4e  tbc  motion.  The  pamphlet  was  to  be  confidered 
as  ^  b^^h  of  privilege,  the  boufe  wo^^W  a^.in  taking  up  the 
matter  in  the.  way  the  honparablegfintleman  defired,  atonic 
)is  party,  profecutor,  :and)  judge  j.  a  complicatiba  of  p6wcr% 
that  jie  ^bought  they  (l^ould  by ;io  means  excrcifc,  ,  -  ,. 
.  It  was  his  opinion,  he  coufcflfcd  that  nothing  could  have 
mor«  ^fKk^  to  prefcrv^  .the  digiiitv  of  the  houfe,  or  to  (iip- 
jport its  honour. andxJiara«aer,  than  that  the  libels,  which  hnd 
been  lately  puWiftied  \n  fuch  cxtraprdinary  nunvbers,  had  mor^ 
(requentijr  met  with  cenfure  than  punifiiraent^  many  of 
which  were  ip  the  liighjeft  degree,  contumacious,  and  levelled 
dirq^ly  at  ttie proceedings  of  the  two  ^oufes  of  Parliament: 
.though  the  reforming  eyes  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  Tide  had 
^ot  uken  them  into  view. ,  What  muft  any  gentleman,  whp 
'  valued  the  privileges  of  that  Houfe,  think  upon  jeadmg  as  he 
bad  done,  in  a  paper,  a  paragraph  to  this  efFeft:  "  Laft  night 
the  bill  for  repealing,  the  Britilh  conftitution  paiTcd  the  Houfe 
ofCofnm^Mis." 

Had  the  motjon  of  <he  honourable  gentleman  been  ccn- 
fioedto  a'  cafe  of  n^re  U^ral  breach  of  privilege,  it  might  not 
lierlv^)®  be  inapplicable  j  but  when  he  complained  of  a  tranfcen- 
Jcnt  bw»ch  of  privilcgip,  to  vyhicjh  the  Houfe  had  applied  fo 
very  ftroogia  refolntioi)  as  it  had  come  to,  he  for  one  fhould 
'fetltts  face.agftinil  a  mode  qf  prf)cceding  fuited  only  to  a  mere 
'oijioary  .breach  of  privilege  Sucli  had  been  uniformly  his 
optnion ;.  and  b^  (hould  require  nothing  more  10  confirm  him 
in  it,  or  to  convince  the  Houfe,  than  the  tenor  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  motion.  As  lax  as  he  underftood  him,  the 
motion  was,  in  the  firft  iaftance,  tliat  the  book  fhould  be 
^roed  by  the  hands  of  the  c^mroop  hangman ;  and  that  was 
to  be.foUpWed  vp.I?y>n,  Addrffs  to  his  M«jefty^  to  remove 
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Mr.  Reeves  from  alli^ees  of  tnift.  Thus,  without  dferd- 
ing^  alecitfed  die  \tpi  oppotrttmitf  of  etieoiditMritig  the"  evfi  ' 
dencx?,  by  crurs  tisfiMtitliti^' di^  InytUdacing^^  Ae  ^te#ito6rff 
of  witnei&s  or  of  making  a  defence,  but  merely  on  exjforie 
evidence,  not  even  taken  'opbn'oath,*  W  wa*  to  Tuflfer  afni-- 
tiiCbthent  'the  worftalmoft  rhlt  on  an  Individual  touM  be^  trt^ 
ili£M/iind  yrhich never 'w^'MiiliAed fof  tHeheatieft  tk-fttics-'; 
namely,  a  totil  f  nc^ipadtlOn  Trdnv  All  offices  of  cWtft.*^-  - »' '  *     ' 

Mr,  Shrridm  Internipted  Mr.  JXindas,   for»tHe  feitt,  hb  ' 
laid,  of  faving'thc  time  o?  the  Hodfe.     He  did  not  'fey  hi 
Ihould  move  to  addrefe  his.Majefty  to  difmib  Mf.'Rte^iJs'. 
He  bnly  fug^cftfcd  the  propriety  of  oWcring  Mi*,  ie^vds  to 
attend.     As    to  anjf  fiirtWr  proceeding  bein^  had   againff  ^ 
Urn,  fo  far  had  he  bfecn  froni  ui'ging  it,  that  he  had  ticprcfsly  ' 
ftated  he  (hoiiW  leave  it' to  rtriiitftdrs  themfelvtf^  t«y  c<^fideir 
whether  they V:duM  think  thalf  ftr^b  a  man  w^s  capable  4>f  filling  ' 
with  propriety  thte  office  of  a  mariflrate  in  this  counrt^y^ 
•    Mr.DuHdai'^rocttitA  and  feid,  he   put   the  ^uelf feH  tS  ' 
him  acrofs  the'table ;  and,  a$  he  did 'not  hear  him  deny  it,  h^d  , 
taken  It  for  granted  his  intended  propofition^  tvere'  t6  Be  to 
that  cffeft.'    Thjit-  however  m^dc  llttlir  difference  'io  hiy  argu- 
ment, as  it  was  ftiR  mearft*that  MK  Reeves  was  to  be  brought, 
to  the  bar  of  that  Hoofc;  *'Suppb<e  Mr.  Rceve'^  iv^e  tdiit- 
tend  th«Houf<e,  how 'wish*  tte'thake  his  dfefdhcfe  t^evid^nti 
that  had  been  already  taken'  eic  parti  opbh  this^fubj^'ft  ?  How 
did  it  accord  WKh  the  jiflnciples  6f  juftice  that  a  m^  (bduld 
be  broaght  before  a  popular  aflembly,  who  rtiuft  In  jufticA  to 
their  own  proceedings  already  had,  be  allowed  to  be  inflamed 
Hgarnft  Wm  in  fome degree?  Hbw  Could  he  have  that  Impar- 
tial audience  which  juftice  required  before  his  cafe  fliould  be 
decided  tipon  ?    The  qucftion' really  was.  Whether  the  Com- 
mon^ would,  in  a  cafe  in  which  tl}ey  themfclves  Were  parties 
proceed  to  decide  by  their  own  power,  oi*  refer  the  iiiaiter  to 
a  trial  by  another  Judicature  ?  The  refolution  which  pafled  on 
9i  former  nrght,  had  declared  the  book  to  be  a  malicioitf  and    . 
fedltious  liW  5  and  the  C<Jnim6nS  hai^irtg  fo  glvetf  their  opi-   . 
niori'already  on  the  fubjed,  116  one  could  deny  that  it  was  fit   , 
for  legal  inquiry,  and  that  another  juhifdiaiort  would  more 
properly,  more  foberly,  and  mofe  tefmperately,  take   up  the 
matter  than  the  Houfe.     He  obferved,  that  there  was  not  a  ^ 
(ingle  topic  of  accuftomed  attack' which  the  honourabie,gen<r  ..• 
tinman  had  not  Contrived  to  (ei%^e  b^  the  head  and  (hotikiers 
and  force  into  his  fpeech.     Mr.'RceveS)  the  afTociaiion,'  miiu«> 
fters,j^dges,  joftrcesj  all  thefc^^'were  the  fports  of  hisfnVedive.^ 
that  night.    The*  honcmrable  gentfemaa  iXiaod^d  not  ha^e 

'takeji 
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tajQCA  t^ftrouUe  to  own^  that  not  tbe  paoipHMt)  nor  the  fiqi» 
.poTcd  avthor,  merdy  as  author^  but  thaC)Mr.  Rxcfct,  ibr 
iiead  of  the  Loyai  Afibciatlon^  was  the  otMofbof  his  averfiom 
There  waa  no  one  who  bad  the  leaft  dow  that  the  reaibn«f 
ahe.hoQparablc  gentleman's  bringingllBs. chaargt  againft Mn 
Re^vjps' waS»  that  W  hwl  ^bton  ibot  thofa  aflcciatioiis.  It  was 
fuperfluous,  (berefore,  i^r  him  to  conf«fa»  that  tIteaA>ciationt 
,were  the  true  obje£^  of  his  attack.  £very  hody  woaM  givi 
him  full  credit  tor  that,  even  without  the  piooft  of  his  own 
Candid  confeffion*- 

Mr.  Dundas  faid  be  was  free  to  coofds,  that^  To  far  frank 
fefling  fevere  to  Mr.  Reeves,  he  was  of  opinion>  that,  in*  the 
•year.  1792^  •  the  aflbctation  fet  on  foot  by  that  gendeman  had 
done  innnite  good  to  the  country.  Th^  was  his  opinion 
hqw^vQr  other  gentlemen  might  entertain -a  different  femU 
ment.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  waa  of  a  contrary  opinio 
on,  at)d  really  thought  that,  the  AfTociation  bad  been  produAive 
of  mifchief,  he  had  certeioly  a  right  to  be  ofteoded^  In  the 
i)reaft^  of  thofe  who  thought  with  him,  that,  tfaofe  aflaciationa 
guarding jtbe  minds  of'  the  people  againft  thepoifon  of  their 
infidjous  enemjes,  and  awaking  theaa  to  their  danger,  tbo 
prefent  peace  and  quiet  of  the  (country,  wai,  in  a  great  mea* 
fure,  to  bci  a^tcihuted,  no  rancour  ox  feverity  againft  cho  pro** 
Woter  of  thofe  afibciations  could  find  place.  It  would  be 
their  duty,  then,  tp  lay  that  circumftance  quite  out  of  tbeif 
mind  i  and  fo  far  the  hoaourahie  gentleman's  argument  wouid 
be  of  no  effe<5|.  .  .1 

The  houCb,  he  again  faid,  muft  ground  their  whde  pro» 
ceediogs  on  t|)e  refolution  already  come  to.  There.wat  nok 
thiif^.morei  therefore,  that  they  could  of  jthemfelves  do^  to  add 
Co  the  cffeSt  of  that  refolution.  The  plan  propofed  by  the 
liooourable  gentleman  (that^ofburning  the  pamphlet)  would  be 
.doing  nothing.  Jf  the  publication  were  really  mifchievotis,  that 
^i^as  not  the  way  to  prevent  its  pernicious  tlk&s*,  fioeeex^ 
perience  muft  inform  gentlemen,  that  they  could  not  take  « 
more  efFedual  method  of  promoting  ita  circulation ;  thoufindb 
would  be  fold  in  Confe<iuence  of  its  being  .burned,  that  would 
not  otherwife 'be  enquired  afierr  He  begged  alfo  to  aik,.if 
gentlemen  were  ignorant  how  many  mod  pernicious  pamphlets 
were  clrculatiiig  at  that  very  time  ?  Was  parliament  to  fe- 
led  that  one,  and  leave  the  reft  behind  ?  If  gentlemen  wena 
difpbfed  to  comprehend  all  fuch  libels  in  dieii  cenfurtf  let 
them  do  it  3  Ipt  a  committee  be  ^pointed  to  take  them  all  in^ 
•nd  make  a  bon-fire  in  Palace  Yard.  If  all  th'a^  w^ere  /nKibdaa-. 
gerous  f  for  forely  they  would  not  ferioufly  &y  thtt  danger 
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4ns  (My  to  iie  apprefafinded  frokidvr^sofipblet  in  qii^ftioii) 
fmtre  Cflmttittritalhc  fijiin^  the-bcmffir  miuld  be  g^reat  io- 
dfltdy;^  kHigejt.<»icas  Palace  Yard  ^wouM  hold.  CohiemtC- 
inf  das  idone^rosU^in:  &&,  be^vipgAniaprnW/vr  to  Aq 
iA.  U  was  bettteTv  rirrefore,  to  let  it  go  to  a  regwlar  {Koie* 
mboti.  If  the  ffcfeoc  motiou  jKifltfdf  it  could  not  ftop  there  9 
ibmeihiHg-fwDtber  iBiyft  nedeflarily  be.done:  andj»ft?ctfand 
coniiftency  deotiaiided  ihat.tbev  flieuld  iferld  it  ta  a  jury^  ivh6 
4V0iild  {[ive  A  ^sir.aod  ii&|)aitial  verdi6l3a»}'itbe  fubjeft. 

For  thefe  reafond  he  moved  an  amendment,  to  kave  out  ^H 
Imt  the  fipft  v^«rd  of^emcMon,  arid  iro  its  place  to  Aiblftiiii^— 
^  ThatMhiimUe.addrefs  bepr^fentedtohis  Majefty,  b&feecfhi- 
ifliB  his  Majefty  so  d'ttdSt  his  Attnimey  Oeherai  to-  f»m^e«^<l)lb 
Mr.  John  Keevos,  as  Author  or  |>»b'Kflier  of  the  pan^!<^ 
<flaMed  ^Thoughssion  the  English  Gdvemmcnt  /  and  the 
frirotr  ofthe^&fd  paitipjhlet.''  ^ 

*  lAfMSiMM'teeonded  tbe  ^mtjnStntMy  atid  ftid  he  (hovld 
(febinldit  aio&4if  ^timefownotice  tfce-  «%tfaordinary  expi^^od^ 
air  ^pUbdea^fiitirddofted-  in  the  ^6b  of  the  honour^ 
-abla  geankmqii  >Vi4io  iNj^sit  the  ^hi^f  he  K^^eitf  at  ^ 
^Inatinie  k  wai^  not  mceflary  vto  vn^t jfce  the  Aiamefu]  propo^ 
•^on,:to.€ondtcn^  amai^l^efore  he  ^a^  prov^  guiky.  fit 
4uti  besn 4iud^  .that  cbi&  hMfir  was  the  laoft  proper  pkce  to  pitk 
^fenttttice  ilpon4iie.author  of  the  obJ«£^onabte  pahiphlet  ^  ^ 
-dioBglit  ii^aa  ds^  "worftv-ft^  he  w^s'<>i^pr^bi5iiuvel»8  trar<!)to^ 
IfbiucKpiieAfig^atoptiiioi^j^irM^  Matter ^^thtr  Ade-6f  ifib 
houfe.  He  obferved  one  fet  of  meo^  infteadof  •pfofbcikilPYg 
'«-)f))al«>dgamft  !the'  o«|)fljt«tlo«s  mdam  to' ^reffecufe  a  hiaii 
'«rbcaaith0yk:bnnd«)^dd  ffs>  t^aving  ooymeradsed-*  their  vil»ii^ 
iWid^im^ieoibar^o^  iko  iM^fttd'^  <fifpOfitioh  td  fiiriAk/roift 
tasid  ^thhold  «hje  «ornmort  prote£Hon  4ae  to  a«man,'  whbfai  ft 
was  mdandy  intended  to  oppreft,  altl^ough  they  did  not  con*^ 
SidttiMn  as  §uiky.  H4s  ^rcat  anxiety  that  •  the  houfe  QiouM 
-pt^fervci  the  charader  ^rhich  became  lth^ni|  dbUged  Mni}  16 
iwiOi  tbh>paMpW^t  to  be  fent  to  a  fair  trial,  and  that  tbe  pi^ 
4scdMh)ibouldbe  ToarFied  on  bythe  Attorney  General,  in'k 
heoQrt^heredie«pbdSiOfi  would-be  ddclded  by  evidence  $ti 
oath,    t:  •  •  •  •  --.' 

^i^#«l«irteving^iut'tbfe  amendrntrnt,  -  .»-«i-'\; 

-  Mr.^Si^rUanidKch'untdM  idea  df  his'wlfhtng  to  p^iMAt 
lany  one  but  the  author ;  nor  was  he^  he  ^clared,  verya)!^ 
xious  <to-  pilnift  ^ov^n  him  ^  his  chief  <)bjeSt  was,  that'thb 
Jiottfe  itould:el^^6^it$  fenpimems  on  tht  ^loarino  fltiiintailned 
jnthebook^felf.  !ja 

\  .M^.^fiiyH'Ootf^inMj  rhat  Mr*  Dmidas  had  not  prc^cet^ted 
i.'.  *    t  '      *  in 
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in  his  arguments  in  a  very  regular  or  parliamentary  majjtcr,. 
He  differed  from  him  entirely  jn  hi^  idtasof  the  psoprlctj^^ 
oV  fending  the  cafe  to  a  court  of  Uwj  becauifof,  although  he?'- 
thought  as  highly  of  that  tribmnal  as  any  man  in  England,*  yet' 
he  muft  fay  that  Houfe  QU;jfit  ta  take  care  of  its  own  pri)rilefl(c$.! 
lefclf.  The  right. honourable  Secretary  hud  argued  4s  ijf  th^ 
parinphL't  did  not  cont*iIn  that  vv.hich  the  Huufc.had  declared  i^^ 
didconuia.  Tjie  publication  was  an  attack  upgn  thc.v.ery 
cxiftjnce  of  Parliament,  and  he  regarded  it  as  part  of  a  (yftem.. 
which  had  been  long  aikd  upon  by  Mr.  Reeves  and  hi^,  cqI-^ 
leagues  all  over  the  country.  He  was  therefore  of  opinion^ 
that  fuch  aiji  attack  was  only  cognizable  by  Parliament.  A 
warm  panegyric  had  been  pronounced  upon  the  ailbciations,' 
Did  the  ri^t  honouriible  gentleman  approve  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  Crown  and  Anchor  afifociation  had  proceeded?,^ 
irlad  he  read  theletttr  of  ^  refpectable  friend  of  his  in  the  hw^' 
the  bfotbef  of  a  member  of  that  Houfe,  who  hacl  left  the 
aflociation  with  a  iuft  contempt,  for  their  meafures,  and  had' 
ftated  to  the  puollc  his  reafons  for  leavmg  them  ?  I^id  bei 
approve  of  the  idea  of  a  fidilious  ftcret^ry,  or  of  anonymous' 
information  being  encouraged  ?  Did"  he  not  think  that  (ucfia, 
proceeding  would  he  a  difgracc  even  to  a  Venetian  govcru-»' 
mentr  By  the  Crown  and  Anchor  affjciation,  pamphiet-s  hadt 
teen  cfrciilntcd,  in  order  to  eltablifh  tlie  Jacobin  principle  of 
affiliated  focictifs,  at  the.  very  time  when  t^e  focrery  were  i© 
warmly  contendinsr  againftjalfprinciplesof  that  defijription. 

Mr,  Sheridan,  Mr.  Jekyll  obferved,  had  not  faid,  that  ho 
wquld  move  tbr  .an  addrcfs  to  his  Majefty  to  remove  Mr. 
^^eeyes  from  any  place  of  trufh  Such  a  inoiion  be  tr lifted 
would  be  annccefTary,  bccaufe  he  -hoped  there  was  virtue 
enough  in  the  executive  government  not  to  employ  fuch  a 
man,  Mr.  Reeves  was  a  magiflrate,  and  mighr  a(^  undei; 
the  h&  of  the  two  bills  that  had  l)een  paft.  He  was  by  one 
^laufe  to  go  as  near  to  any  mreting  as  he  fafely  could,  ta 
halloo,  and  command  the  meeting  to  difperfe;  and  in  the 
J^extclaufe  be  was  to  aire  A  any  pe;fon  whom  he  mig^t  coo^ 
ceive  to  be  holding  feditious  language.  Thus,  Mr.  Retve9 
was  to  have  a  coonniffion  ki  Terminer  for  difpcrling  any  meQt« 
iug,  but  not  a  commiflion  of  Oyer. 

,  The  Secretary  at  War  (Mr.  Windham)  in  a  former  debate 
upon  the  ful^jeaf  ^^d  ingehiouQy  divided  and  fubdivided  the 
libellous  matter  in. the  pamphlet.  Part»  he  faiS,  was  mattiar  of 
opinion,  part  nutter  of  fa£l,  and  the  red  was  mcuphor.  This 
reminded  him  pf  a, ttory  vyiiich  he  rememhcf^d  of  Serjeant 
Pavy,  upon  thp  Weftcri^L  Circuit.  An  ad^ion  Was  broughc  for 
•      '       3T2      Tlandw 
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flsmdcri  and  the  flartder/:>us  wor^s  were,  Thii  are  a  prftty  feUimf^  f- 
fjit^  Jhle  a  borCel  TmUl  be.  hanged  J  Serjeant  Davy  zQusd^ 
ilpon  the  tfial,'how  could  that  be  called  (lander  ?•— There  Was 
IT  cotnplimenCi  ;»  matter  of  fa£t^  and  a  matter  of  Ikwz- 
'^  You're. a  pretty  fellow;**  that's  a  compliment,  "  Yea 
fide  a  horfc;**  that's  a  matter  of  faft,  You'll  be  hanged  ;** 
|^at*s  a  matter  of  law*  Tne  compliment,  fa£V,  and  law^  ha«r*» 
ever;  amounted  together  to  (lander ;  and  fo  did  the  matter  com*-^ 
plained  of,  talten  as  a  w^hole,  amount  to  a  libel,.  • 

How  came  it,  he  would  aflc,  thac  no  gentleman  on  thexidier 
ikie  of  the  Houfe  had  got  up,  and  denied  that  Mr.  Reeves  was 
the  author  of  the  pamphlet  ?  The  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan 
had  been  founded  upon  precedents*  To  the  objeflioir  that 
l^ad  been  adduced  againft  the  Houfe  taking  judicial  cognrzaoce 
of  the  libel,  hefcould  reply  by  afking  whether  tl>c  Houfe^ 
jjrevlolis  to  the  ftate  trials,  had  not,  by  their  fecrct  commttteef, 
anteceded  and  almoft fupercedcd  the  funcSion^  of  a  grand  jury? 
He  Ihouldy  therefore,  from  a  due  confideration  of  the  cafe,  vote 
for  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend. 
.^  Affi  Douglas  obferved,  that  the  oppofition  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  to  the  amendment  was  very  ftngujjir.  They  brought 
forward  the  bufmefs ;.  and  when  a  motion  was  made  to  femi  it 
Jo  a  Jury,  who,  if  they  found  Mr,  Reeves  to  be  the  author^ 
would  apply  a  much  feverer  fentcnce  upcn  the  cafe  than  that 
Houfe  could,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  agree  to  it* 
It  was  but  juft  that  prima  facie  evidence  before  the  Houfe 
ihould  go  to  a  jury^  and  if  brought  before  a  jury,  impunitj 
Oniy  could  ari(e  from  innocence:  and  furely  gentlemen  cadd 
not  wifli  to  punifh  when  there  was  not  guilt.  The  amend* 
ment  i^felf  fhewed  that  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Dundas) 
trad  adopted  the  refolution  of  the  Ho«ife  \  fo  that  the  infmuation 
of  Mr.  JekyU  ^hat  his  tight  honourable  friend  had  taken  ad* 
vantage  of  his  ablence  to  controvert  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe, 
Was  without  the  fhadow  of  foundation.  An*  honourable  gen« 
tieman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  faid  much  about  Mr.  Reeves  being 
|}ie  prpmoter  of  the  loyal  a(rociation  ;  fuppodng  that  poiiit  to 
be  as  he  had  ftated  it,  and  the  refponiibility  of  Mr.  Reeves  for 
^11  the  publications  of  the  a(roc}ation6  cftab!i(hrd;  what  wodd 
thev  avail  to  the  prefent  queftion  I  7  h^  henqurable  gentletfita 
bad  declaimed  againft  a'noble  lord  (Lord  Mornington)  for  argtt^ 
jng  from  fcrap<,  while  he  himfclf  endeavoaied  to  eftablKk*  the 
euilt  of  Mr.  Reeves  on  a  number  of  difunited  fcraps,  without 
fver  confidering  the  context.  In  the  admrniftration  of  jofttcc^ 
>vhen  inquiring  into  a  hO,  of  which  any  one  was  accufed^  9 
mry  were  never  fufiered  (o  liflen  to  an^  kind  of  diftind  ex*. 
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trinfic  charge  $  to  liilen  td  the  matter*  introduced  hy  the 
bboaurable  gentleman  would,  therefor^  be  >€t>iKrHry  to  the 
efbbliflied  principles  of  the  adminifhation-  of  juftice.  Lee 
the  Houfe  call  to  mind  hoW  much  declamation  the/  had  heard 
from  gt^ndemen  on  the  other  fide  k\  favour  of  juries,  when 
the  conrpirators  were  found  not  guiUy.  k  WSi%  extraordinar]^ 
that  gentlemen  (houk),  on  the  prtfent  oocafion,  o^oR^  and 
eocrtend,  that  if  Mr.  Reeves  was  guilty^  be  would  not  l>e 
found  fo.  .  ' 

Although  he^ve  great  .weight  to  what  fell  from*  the  Chan« 
cellor  of  the  fxchequer,  on  the  firft  night,  it  did  not, 
Mr.  Douglas  owned,  produce  perfefk  convi£Hoii  in  his  mind : 
lie  therefore  read  the  book  through,  and  the  refult  was,  he 
thought  it  deferved  the  moft  fevcre  cenfure.  Aa  to  Ms  right 
honoanible  friend's  (Mr  Wividham)  afiertiem,  that  the  #lfen«< 
five  part  was  a  metaphor,  he  agreed  to  the  truth  of  ic  It  wa4 
a^tnetaphor,  but  as  pfainly,  neverthelefs,  as*  any  language^ 
However  fimple,  could  exi^refs,  that  the  Kingly  power  could 
fttbfifV,  and  be  a  legiAature,  if  the  two  other  parts ' were  de-* 
ftroyed.  The  moft  guihy  expreffion  might  be  deafly  exprefled 
in  figurative  language.  A  very  fingular  inftance  of  that  oc-» 
burred  in  the  trial  of  the  lati^  unhappy  King  of  France.  The 
deteftable,  infamous  Baniere,  when  he  came  16  give  his 
wiclsed  verdi£t  on  his  def'encelefs  Sovereign,  fpoke  in  ibeta- 
pher,  and  (aid,  ^^  Let  the  tree  of  liberty  he  moiftcoed  witk 
she  blood  of  the  tvrant.''  The  more  enlightened  and  iHuf* 
trious  regicide  Setyes^  horror-ftruck  with  the  levity  of  the* 
other  on  fuch  an  occsfion,  rofe^  and  exclaimed,  **  La  Msrt 
fans  pbrafiy  The  barbarity  in  that  cafe  was  heightened  bf 
the  metaphor.  And  in  this  the  offence  was  not  mitigated  by 
it.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  deferved  the  cenAire  of  the 
Houfe ;  and  that  Mr.  Reeves  (hould  be  called  upon  to  makd 
X  defence,  but  it  (bould  go  to  a  court  of  law,  where  the  pro* 
iecutton  would  be  conducted  with  that  fairnefs  to  the  de*' 
fi^ndant,  as'  well  as  the  conftitution,  which  had  always  diftin* 
guifhed  the  condu&  of  his  Majeftj's  attorney-genet^l ;  and 
where  Mr.  Reeves  might  ayaii  hlmfelf  of  the  brilliant  talents 
c^  a  learned  and  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  ftde^ 
(Mr.  Erfkine,)  an  advantage  wtiich  he  could  not  have  in  that 
Houfe. 

'  Mr^  Martin  obferved,  that  the  mode  of  procedure  propofed 
teas  jikftiiied  by  precedent  j  the  objefi:  of  it  was  not  to  buna 
Mr:  Reever,  hut  his  book,  and  therefore^  he  Oiould  give  his 
vote  lor  it. 
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*  .Mv/^ImM:  £ml,i  dwtt  bfibrtf-M/h^d.  lyrocped  fp  ,ffcivflj)Ht 
^fkiiftii  4ipcMi(lbe  4)Uefti^i  befafe  th^  H^ufci  he  b«ggc4^.((> 
make  one  obfemiauioaMpon  the  if^c\i  of  a  uobl^  -loffi  vv^b 
tad  fpokeaofi  thti.oiherfid?!of  ihe.j^Qure;  ithaf^-npUc  i<>r4 

(Ldid'Sbed^ehi)  had>.iatb^r.i9Awaccd^aa  afiirrtc^^  thfitii^h^ 
fMiddme»Mrbohj:oi%httbi«inejiftiCP  forwji^irWoriitbflaeQccid- 
m«re  by  ammfiiy  ^gaioft  a»  ieilivMUi^U .  (han  by  a  firi&  ikn 
|tf^  f)f  public  ^ftipe^.Uf,  ho^vev^rydeftced  t^  di(<^i{A.#vap 
infinuation  of  that  kind,  both  for  himfelf  and  thofe  genfleiVKa 
who'j(gretod-Avith'<lkim'Qci  thi$  4ibjf^,  bccauf^  be  w<is Jure 
^Hey  w«rev.iik»  himfelif,  aduared  ibk]y,t>y  a  fei^tfc  «f  ibeix. 
^utjv'r  A$  farai  hia  own  individAiaJ  opjoioa  w^iUyrJie  wiMi 
mitrb  Co  profccticion  in  general,  for  pubUcacioas,  .uai«r»rfNy 
Htnded  td  fooae  overt  ad;  of  »  breach  q(  i\\e  pe^co.  .  |i9,wqKV< 
abrurd^/airey'or  uiDconilttutionaJl  a  book  might  be,  unk4it 
bad  thje  tej»de«iQ)?'he  ni90(ioned,  he  Oiould  o^y  wi(b  ^.4n^( 
if  with  sd(MWiQB  fLt\itiXpofyT§i  ,He  was  al^b  reiMty^^On^^ 
4)are  tbat^  in  bis  opinion,  tnore  danger  wa$  to^berap|pr«^fi94c4 
&om  iherwofks  wbkbJbad  been:puUiibed  on  th«  popM!ar£4(^ 
4^  the  q«eftiois  than-^om  thofotwivkh  a^ear^d  on  the  oUK^i 
becaHle  he* did  mn  think  that,  i^  the  prpiem.  enlightened  ftatja 
of  mankind)  men  could  be  reaiboed  into  aq  att^gh^ent^  to. 
deipoiic  mooarQhy.  Some  publications  not  on.  thf  .popular 
ilde  of  the  qu«liion  there:  ceft^ly  .w«ret .  wbiab  did,  jn,  \}i$ 
gptmon,  caUfor  pMaiibment ;  -ao^s  abc^ve  alK  thofjc  wikicbat«» 
tfibtited.  lo.eveny  perfon  who.  ^i^i^rted  hii»feif  ia  fH^odolF 
liberty  tbemipft  atrocious pfinop)e&,r  .  ^     . 

•.*Wjth  roiped  to  the  book  in  queilion^  it  was  i^x  n^e/I^fy 
ap  fay^  an/ thing  upoa  its  perqiciou$  teodei^y,  bccau^t  cbere« 
^iitton  of  the  Houie  was  decifive  upon  that  p^in^  %  he  wiQi9*i^' 
liowever^to  pbfcfvr,  that  this  was  not  a  iingk  paii>pliier|  but 
#iieof  a  number  founded  upon  th^faooe-.principlesias  a  proof  vf 
which  he  rekrred  to  particular. p^fTages  in  focne  Kt>9r<  ffi^. 
Thonus  Btili  to  J<»hn  BtJil,  in  Whichi  hp  contendc^v^th^faflao 
dodrin^  wa^  hold*  U  did^  however,  appear,  that..  th|s  ibciety 
1ii«pe;^onviiKfid  thai)  they  had  gofif^aiitile.toofiur^j^  fiuceitt 
^me  of  the^' later  piiblicatibns^.they.  completely^. 4  etra^^ 
^hofe  doiftrines  to  which  he  had  ajliided.  The  modte-proppfa^ 
by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr,  SheridFO))  be  faid^  ft^ck  hm 
as  the  moft  confonant  with  propriety ;  becaufe  It  theqiif;(Uq^ 
lircre  lent  before  a  }\ay^  they  vnift:  gf*«  a  aeivw4.vty^dift,  of 
guilty  or  mt  guHty.  Whereas,  if  ^b^.jvry  wei?e  ofL^i^ift% 
Ihac  there  wa&  noc  fi^cient  evidenc(^i^j(^(^fy  them»*()  Hift^iing 
Mr.  Reeves  guilty  of  being  the  author  or  pub]i(bf^r;,qf<>|09 
b<>ok|  they  muft  of  courfe  bring  in  a.verdi£l  ninof  guilty  \  and 

how 


lldvr  wouM  tim  ^ef6iSl  ht  eonftrfted  bf  diflferoM  forties  ? 
One  fide  wouM  eontend  tiM  tfcejiirf  lisM  abqoiiMl  ibede«- 
fifindaht,  bsca^fe  there  Mras  not*  Aif&cicni}  evidence  to  cooTtft 
him  of  being  the  author  or  'puUKhtrs  aiid  the  other  fid|» 
WbtiW  argwe  lh»f  he  was  acquitted  becatife  the  jmrf-wom  of 
opm?dr7,^the  pamphlet  drd  not  contain  ^f\f¥Mkmor'Mitiam 
0iateer.  Such  a'diljpute  wonld  not,  in  his  opNMii^  be  mudi 
for  the  hofiotir  of  the  floufe,  and  therefore*  he  Ihould  cextaialf 
gtVe  "hi«  vot*  for  the  original  ihotion.        .     .  »  , 

Mr.  Jeniinfin  fiiid,  ^tthe  report  of  rhe  ooofiiMteee  eon^ 
fainHioffie  infinuatknis  allikKi^  to  a  nobk  lot^  nearer  csn^ 
ii^6led  Mfi^  him,  (Lard' Hawkelbery^)  ;  and  fomeobfervadona 
t^tiidf  h«id'Binenf  rom  different  gentlemen  ^vrivig  tkia  bofinda 
^^fitmlar  tendency,  had  "induced  him  to'rlfe  for  nkefOif^pofe 
<^'dee]itrmg,  that,  the  noble  lord  alliided'ftos  4iidn6tk.-io«rof 
thebObk  In  quedion  nntil  ft  ytAs  made  a  mticter  o^piibUo  ^(* 
irttfflofi, 'and  that  no  co|^i;rhatever  had  been  <«uil.«o4ia8tifficm 
WHh  refpe£k  to  thefituation  which  Mr.  Reeves  htld  unkx 
Vnit  fT6bte lofd,  it wai one Aii^kh  he  had heM Ibr  teo'^wviDs i 
cndfie  -cot/Id  iriIhrt,rthatthei^oMe  lord  m^Mfy  fatiafimijwilli 
Hie  ptinaualhf  and  ^(ideK^jr  ^ilh  ifv^i^- tieperfomMKt  the 
duties  bf  his  office.  '  ♦       -'  .  .  .     .       ,  .  .       ., 

'^••'Wlth  refpfift  to  this  report  ef  the  commMHee^  lie  did  nat 
thinfe  it  did  the  ebmmffte^  'mtidt  ^credit :  i^tht^^^hird  irfkod  to 
hive  the'committee  revived,  for  <he  i^iirpoft  >of'prodiieuig 
fHme  n&w  *nd  impoftanf  matted :  how  far  ihey  •  had  (uooMdA 
^d  in  adtjing  at  all  to  their  firft  reporf,  ^Nflkoirtd  leave lOa  the 
Hbttfe^dctermintfi  •  i  -   -       *..:::  j    i  ,  ; 

,Ssr,ffHiiam  Tounge  thought*  the  ends  •  of  puWto  jvftloo 
^^rould'be  fdlly'atjfwered,  \i  the  aothdr 'Were called ttotta^^bar 
bf  the '  Houfe,  and  reprimanded  *  by  the  Apeattcr  t  the  fenti- 
Utenta'bf  ilhe  ffoofe  vriould  then  go  forth  into  the  kingdom^ 
knd  it  would  be  tiniverfkHy  known  thlt  they  eqaa»!y  abhorml 
^ttatfcs  upon  every  part  ti(  tWe  eonftitudoti. 
'  Mt.  2>if«MS1dj'he  did  notii4io)Iy  apprbveofxhe  mode  of 
procedure,  fiiggefted  either  by -the  motloif  %rthb  tthfendmentl 
Much,  he  dbferved,  had  bden  faid  with  nrfbeA  to^fhephHofe^ 
^ical  and  theoretical  iiature  of  the  pamphletv  lt^tdnofl,ia 
Vci'  opinion,' contain  ont  hfa  of  eldtet,  but  ^as  too  con-^ 
^ftiptible  fomerH  ferious  comment.  He^id  not  ap'pmVe  df 
fceaping  amendment  on  amendment,  but  Would  vote  a^atnft 
•jnbfecuting  the  puWiiher.    •  .     .  . 

;Mr;  Fo^  r«id,  he  could  tt6c  bur  be  -of  oplnten;  that  the 
icwnmirtee  liad  done  right  in  repotting  all  they  knewuponAe 
tUbjedri  and,  noti^thitanding  what  had  beto  ftid*f  a-leim^ 

gentltn>— 


f^fhmmi  (Mf>  DbUglas)  he  wbrfd  aOi  him,  irbdlier  h^ 
-was  fii  (We  thatt  ill  political  profecufionS)  it  would  be  impro^^ 
per  to  bring  in  Evidence  of  ali  the  fads  cooneded  with  thpfe 
|lTt»kScutioiis^  Wtth*  rtfptO.  to  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
ioiii«tbepMiphietthecouTd  AdrJdtow  ttratibr^daT^  <^aft 
vbitrary  foverttment  being  eftabliflied  was  .wholly  chimeric' 
cal;i though  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  recent  feeling 
which  had  been  excited  by  the  two  BitU,  had,  in  a  confider^^ 
alble  degree,  diminifhed.  his  apprehenfion  of  fuch  an  event* 
In  a  mixed  gever^infent  like  this,  however,  all  publications 
were  dangerous  which  tended  to  give  to  one  of  the  parts  of 
that  governmenictoo  great  an  afcendancy  over  the  reft«  It 
night  he  aflced  wh  v,  if  no  prolecudoti  were .  wiflied,  all  the 
finds  had  been  ftated  i  For  this  plain  reafaii^  to  convince  the 
Hoaie  of  the  impropriety  of  the  pamphlet.  What  was  it  that 
he  defir^d  ?  It  was  this,  that  as  a  pamph)e$,  fuch  as  this,hav«. 
ing  been  brought  before  the  Houfe,  the  Houfe  fhould  not  con-  - 
tent  thehnfelves  With  a  mere  vote  of  cenfure,  butihould  make 
the  pamphlet* undergo  as  it  wer^  the  ignomipious  punilhme^t 
j0f  burning.  With  regard  to  prjecedents,  be  contended  that, 
vfitb:  a  very  few  exception^)  they  ran  in  favour  of  the  original 
motion*  Early  in  the  prefent  reigii,  a  pamphlet,  called><^^/vf> 
ir  £«#,"-bad'becii  coinpiained  of,  cenfured  and  burnt.  At  the* 
commencement  of  the  Atnerican  war,  another  pamphletf. 
called  the  Oj/b,  had  alfo  been  complatned  of  and  burnt*  Why 
then  fhoM  it  be  for  the  honour  of  the  Houfe  at  prefent  to 
ibew  fuch  tenderocfs  for  the  dodtrine  contained  in  the  pam- 
phlet, aa  to  exempt  it  from  the  punilhment  which  had  been 
kiftAed  pn  fimllar  doArines  I 

'  An  infinuacion  had  gone  forth  that  a  wi(h  to  oppofe  Mr. 
Reeves  had  exifttd,  and  a  noble  lord  (Lord  Sheffield)  had 
^ated  that  that  gjsntleman  was  to  be  profecuted  becaufe  he 
bftd  oounteradted  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  his  fide- of  the 
Houfe.  He  had  not,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  the  leafl:  hefitation  to- 
own'  that  Mr..  Reeves  had  coooteraded  his  views.-  His  view» 
had  been  to  -put  an  end  to  all  rjoligious  dtiFerences.  Mr. 
Reeves's  aflbi^iation,  however,  had  tried  to  light  up  the  flame 
of  religious  difcprd  all  over  the  kingdom.  His  own  objtd 
had  always  been  to  preferve  the  balance  between  a]l  the'parts 
of  the  government  Mr.  Reeves,  by  the  circulation  o£ 
Mr.  Soame  Jennings's  do^ines,  and  other  pamphlets,  had 
tried  to  deftroy  that  balance,  he  was,  therefore,  not  alhaii^ed 
to  fay>  thas  Mr.  Reeves  had  counteraded  his  views.-  Hk 
h»i  mentioned,  Mr.  Soame  Jennings's  painphlet ;  he  had  read 
it  when  ii^6g&  came  out)  he  thouj|bt  it  ingenious  andinncv  ~ 
*  cenu 
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«iH.  Though  Mr.  Jennings  wrote  it  ifi|)QC(:ntIy,  d\4  Mr' 
Reeves  circulate  it .  iifnocently  i  The  laattrial  difiwiice  Uy 
la  that  circamftftnce  ahogether. 

Arguments  had  been  u fed  to  (hew  that  the  Houfe»  if  tfatf 
adop^  tbeoiouotiT'ihe-Hoiire-would,  at  the4ame  dne^he 
jiidfe  and  jury.  Was  it.  not  in  the  natiure*  o( things  that  it 
rouft  be  To  ?  and  in  a  cafe  which  related  to  the  priWle^ 
of  the  Houfe,  how  cottid  it  be  otherwife  i  Could  any  of  the 
courts  btlow  vindicate  their  privileges,  in  any  othor  mannef 
tbai^  by  aAing  both  as  judge  and  jury  f  If  be  were  aiked 
mherber  he  would  ftop  there^  bis  reply  would  be,  that  he  had 
no  obj^i^ion.  He  had  no  ohie<3ion  alfo  to  fenduig  for  Mr; 
Reeves  to  the  bar*  At  the  bar  he  might  make  bis  difeace 
and  comment  upon  the  evidence  that  had  been  adduced  againii( 
hio},  in  order  either  todifprove  is  or  abate  its  force  and  apf> 
plic^ffon*  So  little  folicitous  was  be  with  refped  tor  punifli^ 
^leptf  that  be  ihould  not  have  cared  much  about  burning  tho 
poxiiKpUet^  if  Mr.  Reeves  had  not  been  at  the  bead  of  tbefe 
Hiipciationsi  and  if  that  and  other  pamphlets,  circulated  by 
thefe  aflbciations,  had  not  come  out  of  the  -fame  (hop.  Tfa« 
removal  from  a  place  of  t;ruft  was,  he  admitted  it»  a  fevere 

JmniOiment  ^  but  was  it  not  infliSod  -in  cafes  where  partko-^ 
ar tefta  werenot  t^lcsn ?  Ha^  it  not  been. iofii£bed  in  cafes 
iimiiar  to  the  prefent  ?  In  th^  cafe  of  the  Biibop  of  Wercef** 
ter,.who  had  interfered  in  an  eledion,  did  not  the  Hdufe  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  petition  her  Majefty  toretfiov^him^ 
from  the  office  of  Almoner  to  her  Majefty  I 

Mr*  Fox  CDOcluded,  by  defiring  the  entries  lOO  Ae  iournals 
refpeding  the  pamphlets  Droit  h  koi  and  ^^  Crifis  to  be  rca^.- 

The  CbenciUcr  rftbi  Exchjuer  referred  to  two  precedents 
of  a  contrary  tendency  i  that  of  Mr.  Murray,  in  1751 ;  and 
ihat  of  a  pamphlet,  called  the  South  Briton,  in  which  the 
iloufe  had  ordered  profiicutions  by  the  Attorney  Genera).  ^ 

Sir  H^iUiam  Dflben  rofe,  and  was  proceeding  to  tindicafe 
and  defend  Che  pamphlet,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Speaker,  who  toid  him  tbat  the  Houfe  having  voted  this  a 
Jibel,  is  wa^  npt  permitted  toaoy  member  to  defend  it,  uoleGi 
fa&  meant  to  refcind  the  refolution  voting  it  to  be  a  Jjibei. 

Sir  William^  however,  ftitl  proceeded.  He  obferved,  tbs(k 
thjQ,  pamphlet  ftated  that  ^*  the  King  makes  and  executes^  ditf 
Iayy[S<"  This  wastrAie  and  coofiitutionai  language,  and  vras 
pipperly  explained  by  what  Mlowed.  •*  The  iCing,"  fail 
Sir  William,  makes  the  law,  for  ihAre  can  be  no  law  without 
bi|a.  We  make  i^«  Ads,  but  they  are  nothws  until  they 
receive  has  fandipo."    Tbis.was.|(ue  and  conftuviiwial  doo- 

V01..IJ.  1795.  3U  uines 
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trine  i  and  his  Majefty  might  ftill  maintain  the  Kingly  of^cmf 
though  the  other  two  branches  were  lopped  cff»  The  whole 
book,  was  innocent,  if  taken  with  the  context.  Sir  WiUiMn 
having  been  agSMn  called  to  order,  finifhed  by  obfecvin^ 
that  after  the  refolution  which  had  pailed  the  Hcufej  )»e 
ihould  not  vote  at  all,  either  for  the  origin'al  motion^  nor  for 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  if  the  honourable  Baronet 
chofe  to  defend  the  principles  of  the  pamphlet,  he  might 
move  to  adjourn  the  debate;  and  if  that  was  carried, he 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  moving  that  the  refolution  af 
the  Houfe  might  be  refcinded,  in  which  cafe  he  might,  if  he 
pleafed,  enter  into  a  viadidtion  of  the  whole  of  the  p4m«% 
phlet,  I  ^• 

The  Chanctlkr  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that  the  Houfe  could  have 
so  delire  of  multiplying  fuperfluous  debates  ;  and  thextfore 
hoped  no  fuch  adjournment  would  take  {^e. 

Mr.  Ccurtenay  faid,  it  had  been  propofed  that  the  hangjoa^ 
ihould  bq  employed  to  burn  the-parophlet  in  queftion,  he 
wifhed  to  propoie,  as  a  conciliatory  meafure,  that  Mr.  Reeves 
himfelf  ihpuU'be  the  executioner  on  the  uccafion  ^  and  tbatt 
if  neceflary,  Mr.  Arthur  Young  fliould  a^  him,  which  he 
confidered  to  be  as  fair  and  equitable  a  propoial  as  could  be 
mad?. 

The  Secretary  at  War  faid,  as  the  Houfe  had  decided  upon 
the  work,  he  would  not  prefume  to  defend  it ;  but  he  would 
afTert,  that  if  the  principles  contained  in  that  hook  werejuf<« 
tillable,  there,  neverthdefs,  did  not  Appear  any  proof  of  bad 
intention  in  the  author.  The  book  was  not  printed  in  a 
cheap  edition  (as  many  grofs  libels  on  the  otherfide  liad  been) 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  more  eafily  circulated  among  the 
lower  clafTes  of  the  people.  He  was  happy  to  hear  thofe  gen- 
tlemen profefs  fuch  anxiety  for  the  prefervation  of  the  confti-^ 
tution  in  all  points  \  hitherto  they  h  id  feen,  unmoved,  innu* 
merable  libels  attacking  the  monarchical  part  of  the  conftitu* 
tion ;  thofe  watchful  guardians^  however,  were  theii  aileep ; 
but  when  a  pamphlet  appeared  on  the  other  fide,  then  their 
vigilance  was  roufed,  and  all  their  vengeance  called  fortlv 
He  combated  the  various  arguments  advanced  by  Mr.  Sheri* 
dan,  with  eloquence,  perfpicuity,  and  ftrength  of  argument. 
The  fuddcn  change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  opinion  of 
thofe  gentlemen  with  refpeA  to  juries,  was,  he  faid,  worthy 
notice;  atone  time  they  were  idolized,  and  Jtheir  decifions 
even  fet  above  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  it  fo  hap-t 
pemd,  howeveri  th^t  r^fpedting  this  cafe,  the  opinions  of 

gentlemeii 
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gcpntlemen  were  changed,  and  they  were  afraid  to  venture  be*^ 
fore  a  jury.  The  Secretary  at  war  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  feeling  himfelf  bound  by  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  to  ad- 
mit that  this  was  a  libel,  he  fliould  give  his  vote  for  a  profc- 
oation  by  the  Attorney-General,  rather  than  for  any  other 
mode  of  procedure. 

Sir  William  Toung  explained. 

Mr,  Wilberforee  fupported  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Maurice  Robinfm  expreffed  his  regret  that  the  debatd 
had  taken  a  partv  turn.  He  conceived  the  conftitution  to  be 
deeply  interefted  in  the  queftion,  and  if  the  Houfe  gave  the 
f)!ini(hment  out  of  their  own  hands,  it  was  giving  up  every 
thing.  He  compared  the  pamphlets  of  Mr.  Reeves  and- 
Mr.  Arthur  Young,  to  two  vipers  ftrangling  the  confti- 
tution. 

'  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  the  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the 
Houfe  were  only  defirous  of  reprobating  the  doArine  in  the 
pamphlet.  They  had  no  defire  of  profecutirtg  the  author, 
though  he  had  been  the  man  who  had  chiefly^  by  his  dark  and 
furious  fpirit,  given  rife  to  all  the  profecutions  which  had 
tiken  place.  He  read  the  names  of  fome  of  thofe  profecution^, 
and  deHred  to  know  whether,  when  the  Houfe  were  paffing 
bills,  which,  they  faid,  were  ncccflary  to  rcprefs  the  attaclu 
upon  one  iide,  they  ought  not  to  (hew  an  eqUal  wiilingnefs  to 
proteft  the  conftitution  on  the  other  ? 

Sir  G.  P.  Turner  faid,  he  was  againft  burning  the  pamphlet  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  which,  he  faid,  would  only- 
draw  a  crowd  of  idle  people  together,  make  them  negle£i  their 
bufinefs,  and  occafion  a  great  lofs  to  the  community. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  of  ftrangers,  when  the  original 
queftion  was  put,  and  negatived. 

It  was  propofed,  on  Mr.  Dundas's  motion,  to  addrefs  the 
Crown  to  profecute  John  Reeves,  Efq.  together  with  the 
printer  and  publiflier. 

Afr.  Sheridan  moved  to  amend  this,  by  leaving  out  thj 
printer,  which  was  agreed  to;  on  putting  the  main  queftion^ 
Sir  William  Dolben  and  Mr.  Dent  infifted  upon  dividing  the 
Houfe,  When  thev  were  told  out,  it  appearing  that  the  number 
of  members  prefent  were  only, 

Jyes     -     •     •     .     24 
Nbes     -     •     .     «       4 

Majority     -     20 

The  Houfe  was  neceflarily  adjourned^  and  the  queftion  re- 
mained undecided. 

U  t  HOUSE 
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HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
TviSDAY,  DicembfT  15. 

The  bill  for  enlarging  the  charter  of  the  London  Afluranct 
Office  was  read  a  third  time  and  paflird. 

The  bill  for  i^egulatins  the  conveyance  of  newipapers,  and 
the  printed  votes  of  Parhament  bjr  poft,  was  read  a  third  time, 
ind  paflcd.  ^  . 

TOBACCO  DUTY. 

On  the  Aird  reading  of  the  bill  for  granting  to  his-Majtfty 
9n  additional  duty  of  4d.  a  pound  on  tobacco, 

^Gittfral  Tarliton  brought  up  feveral  clauies  for  fupplying 
non^commiflioned  officers  and  foldiers,  while  on  board  tranP 
ports^ith  tobacco,  dutv  free.  After  feme  obfervattons  ftom 
Mr.  Dundas,  General  Snuth,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer»  they  pafled,  and  were  made  riders  to  the  bilL 

PJtIVILBOE   OF   THfi   HOUSE. 

Tht  speaker  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  a  fetter 
from  a  member^  which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  lay  before 
them,  as  it  referred  to  their  privileges. 

He  then  gave  the  letter  to  the  clerk  to  read.  It  was  figned 
H.  Speed  ^  and  ftated,  that,  being  abfent  from  home  for  a  fort- 
night, he  had  not  had  notice  of  the  late  call  of  tlir  Houf^  not 
having  feen  any  paper^  in  which  the  call  was  mentioned^  ia  that 
time  :  but  that,  if  he  had  had  notice  of  it,  he  could  oot  have 
attended,  being  obliged  to  attend  the  dedfioaof  an  a£iion  at 
bw,  in  which  he  was  concerned.  That  he  had  been  arrefled, 
in  the  Ifle  of  Man ;  and  conceiving  his  arreft  to  be  a  buead^ 
of  privilege,  thought  it  his  duty  to  inform  the  Speaker  of 
the  circumftanae,  in  order  that  he  might  lay  it  before  the 
Houfe. 

The  letter  being  read,  the  fpeaker.  fubmitted  it  to  the  Houie, 
whether  the  regular  procefs  would  not  be  to  refer  the  letter  to 
a  committee  of  privileges.  This  appearing  to  be  the  kn^ 
of  the  Houfe,  a  motion  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  aflS,ram^ve. 
**  That  the  fubjed  matter  of  the  (aid  letter  be  referred  16  a 
committee  of  privileges  ^  and  that  the  (aid  commitme  da  fit 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved.  That  the  further  confideration  and 
difcuffion  of  the  motion  on  the  report  of  the  committee  ap« 

pointed 


Ubc  15^]       WOOBAAIXSS  PAllUUCSNTARy  REPORTS.        flf 

pointed  to  inquire  who  was  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  intitled| 
*^  Thoughts  on  the  Eogliih  Government,"  which  had  been 
interrupted  the  preceding  night,  be  refumed ;  and  he  obrerved, 
that  though  he  was  averfe  to  the  particular  mode  of  proceeding 
propofed  by  the  motion,  but  as  it  was  not  propofed  to  extend 
'to  profecuting  of  the  printer  and  publiiher,  he  was  averfe  to 
the  affair  refting  where  it  was,  and  therefore  ntoved,  «*  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  defire  his  Majefty's  attorney^general  t» 
>profQCUte  John  (beeves,  £fq.  as  the  author  or  publiiher  of  a 
primed  pamphlet,  entitled,  <*  Thoughts  on  the  £nglifh  Go- 
vtrnment^"  which  was  then  put  and  carried,  tunu  C9m» 

PEACS. 

Mr.  /W  brought  up  a  petition  from  twenty  thoufand  throe 
liundred  and  odd  inhabitants  of  Manchefter,  flaring  the  cala* 
pyties  of  the  war,  and  praying  for  immediate  peace,  which  wis 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table« 

Cokml  StQnUy  brought  up  a  counter  petition  from  28,000 
inhabitants  of  the  htom  places  reprobating  the  other,  and  dev 
daring  their  entire  reliaoce  on  the  difpofkion  .of  his  Ma^efty, 
and  the  wifdooi  of  his  council,  for  taking  the  earlieit  and 
propereft   time  for  effi£Ung  a  permanent  and  honouraUp 

SEDITIOUS   MEBTIIIGS  3IJLI.t 

Tk§  CbanciiUr  9f  ths  Exdepuw  moved^  that  the  amend- 
'  inentB  made  by  the  lords  in  the  bill  againft  feditious  meetings 
and  aftmUiea  be  read  and  agreed  ta 

Mr-*  Aur  roie  to  oppofe  it.  It  was  the  praSice  of  that  Houfe 
(he  faid)  not  only  to  rejeft  any  money  bills,  if  altered  in  the 
lords,  but  alfo  to  rejefi  a  bill,  if  any  alteration  Aould  be  made  in 
any  pait  of  it  which  tended  to  lay  a  fine  or  pecuniary  penalty  on 
the  people ;  in  the  latter  point  of  view  he  objeAcd  to  this  bill* 
If,  therefore,  the  amendment  then  before  them  went  to  that 
object,  atui  was  to  have  that  effied,  he  believed  that  no  im- 
portance, which  could  be  attributed  to  the  bill,  would  induce 
the  Houfe  to  wave  its  antient  and  acknowledged  privilege. 
There  was  an  alteration  made  which  fubftituted  the  word 
^  felonies"  inftead  of  the  word  ''  ofience."  He  would 
explain  to  the  Houfe  how  far  that  went.  As  the  bill  was  fent 
up  to  the  lords,  all  the  oj^aus  'againft  it  in  Scotland  were  to 
be  puniflied  with  death }  the  lords  had  altered  it,  chat  all 
fikniis  only,  as  mentioned  in  the  ad,  (hould  be  puniflied 
.with  deaths  and  the  offences,  whith  were  not  felonies,  wene 

punilbed 
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puoifhed  with  fine.  The  operacton  of  tkis  alteration  wooUbe 
to  make  pcribns  liabk  to  a  fine  who  were  ooc  fo  bjr  the  biM  af 
ient  from  the  commons ;  upon  Cbat  principle  be  contended^ 
that  the  bill  nmift  be  rejeded  altogether. 

77fe  CbanciUor  (f  the  Enchequir  agreed  in  tsto  to  tbr  prio* 
ciples  laid  down  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  and  c^ 
lerved^  that  however  important  the  bill  might  in  its  nature  be, 
and  however  neceflary  it  might  be  to  pafs  it  into  a  law  wttift 
expedition,  that  neceiiity  (hould  by  no  means  fiipeffede  the 
obedience  which  that  Houfe  owed  to  its  own  ordinances^  and 
the  vigilant  attention  they  ought  to  pay  to  their  privileges,  if 
it  was  found  to  trench  in  the  fmalleft  degree  upon  theni^xir 
even  if  there  was  a  doubt  upon  that  TubjeS.     In  every^  point 
of  view,  however,  in  which  it  could  be  taken,  there  was  n% 
poffii^e  queftion  more  free  from  doubts.     The  amendment 
made  in  the  lords  was  a  mere  elucidation  of  wiu^  the  Hottfe 
muft  have  intended,  though  they  had  expreifed  it  atnbiguoufly ; 
as  it  could  not  merely  be  the  intention  of  any  man  in  that 
Houfe  to  award  the  penalty  of  death  in  Scotland  to^tfae  fame 
crime  to  which  in  England  a  penalty  of  only  50L  was  anneiccd. 
The  lords  then,  in  removing  that  mtftake,  had  gone  no  farther 
than  the  commons  intended  to  go.    In  proof  of  this,  he  re- 
ferred CO  a  prior  claufe,  in  which  the  penalty  of  50K  was 
attached  to  the  oflence  in  Scotland  as  well  as  in  England  $ 
and  alio  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  wheye,  in  the  daufe  for  reco- 
very of  the  forfeitures,  it  direds,  that  they  ffaall  be  rsoMrered 
by  adion  of  debt,  in  the  courts  of  Weftminfler,  and  in  the 
courts  of  judiciary  in  Scotland  %  fo  that  the  Honfe  had  the 
pecuniary  penalty  in  view  all  along ;  and  the  amendment  was 
merely  an  affirmance  of  their  intentions* 

Unlefs  the  Houfe  could,  therefore^  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
the  monftrous  abfurdity  of  annexing  both  death  and  a  particular 
pecuniary  penalty  to  bind  the  fame  offence,  the -matter  was 
beyond  a  doubt.  What  put  it  flill  more  fo  was,  fuppofmg 
-that  to  be  the  cafe,  the  pecuniary  penalty  was  already  provided 
by  the  commons ;  and  the  only  alteration  that  the  lords  could 
be  fuppofed  to  make,  was  in  taking  away  the  penalty  of  dfcalh  ; 
their  right  to  do  which  could  not  be  called  in  qtieltion*  Under 
thofe  circumftances,  he  hoped  that  the  right  .honourable  gen- 
tleman i^ould  fee  the  futility  of  his  objedions,  and  agree  to  tht 
amendments  being  taken  into  confideration. 

Air.  Fox  faid,  that  '^  the  meaning"  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons was  a  loole  and  indefinite  expreffion.  He  had  not|iing 
to  do  with  the  intention  of  individual  members,  the  intention 
Lf  the  Houfe  mfuft  be  the  '^  legal  conftru£tion,"  and  by  the 

legal 
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legat  conftnidion  of  the  bill,  as  Tent  up  by  the  comlfnon!!,  the 
penalty  oF  death  and  confifcation  of  moveables  did  attach  on 
certain  offences,  which  by  the  amendment  weiH  only  liable  to 
the  penalty  of  50!.  Confifcarion,  he  faid,  muft  include  all  a 
nan's  property,  and  therefore  rendered  nugatory  ehe  fine  of 
50k  even  unaer  the  idea  of  ihe  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  offences  in  Scotland  were  made  liable  to  that  fine  before 
like  WU  was  amended.  The  amendment,  therefore,  by  taking 
off- that  confifcation,  did  create  a  fine.  It  might  be  iaid^  that 
the  amendment  impofed  a  fine,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  re- 
leafed  from  a  fine ;  no  doubt  it  did,  a  fine  with  a  vengeance, 
it  confiibated  all  moveables ;  but  the  princi*ple  of  jealoufy  ap« 
pKed  39  well  to  the  dimifiution  as  to  the  increafe  of  a  pecuniary 
penalty. 

^  Air*  Secretary  Dundas  faid^  the  amendment  by  the  lords  was 
not  necefTary,  the  legal  conftrudion  being,  that  if  an  appro- 
priate penalty  be  contained  in  any  a£t  as  applying  to  a  parti* 
cul^r  fpecies  of  crime^  no  general  penalty  .afterwards  exprefled 
(hould  attach.  The  penalty  of  50I.  being  particularly  men- 
tioned in  a  prior  claufe  to  attend  certain  fpecified  ofFences,  the 
other  penalty  of  death,  and  confifcation  of  moveables,  could 
not  be  incurred  for  the  fame  oiFences.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  confifcation  of  moveables,  com- 
prehended all  property;  he  did  not,  however,  confider  that 
moveables  were  only  a  diftindl  fpecies  of  property,  and  that 
the  fine  rf  50I.  might  attach  on  the  other  parts  of  the  offender's 
poiTeilions,  Although  he  did  not  think  ( (peaking  as  a  lawyer) 
that  the  amendment  was  necefiary,  yet  he  could  not  ohyik  to 
it  nn  a  principle  of  jealoufy,  it  being  only  to  render  more  clear 
the  intention  of  the  commons. 

The  amendments  were  then  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  {u^tiktA  to  the  Houfe  the  propriety  of  a  fpecial 
entry  on  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  which  fhould  ftate  tnc  mo- 
tives upon  wnich  the  Houfe  agreed  to  the  amendment,  as  they 
might  be  liable  to  mifconftruiStion.  He  mentioned  a  precedetit 
in  the  year  17.81,  where  a  fpecial  entry  had  been  made  in  the 
journals  of  the  reafons  which  induced  the  Houfe  to  concur 
in  ^n  amendment,  which  feemed  to  infringe  the  general  prin- 
ciple. He  thought,  therefore,  that  fomething  fimilar  fhould 
be  done^  on  the  prtfent  occafion,  to  prevent  future  mif- 
conception  of  their  condud  in  adopting  the  lords  amend- 
ment. 

After  fome  tonfultation  what  he  fuggefted  was  determined 
on,  and  the  following  declaration  ordered  to  be  inferted  on  the 
journals ;  ^^  That  it  appears  to  this'  Houfe  that  the  alterntion 

made 
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made  in  this  bill  by  the  lords,  does  not  in  asijr  idjpeA  {ftjrnqr 
additional  fine,  or  pecuniary  penalty,  upon  tbe  people.*' 

7 he  Cb4mciUtr  ef  tke  Excbequer  was  then  appointed  to  ttka 
the  bill  lo  the  lords,  and  inform  them  Chat  die  Httufecif  Coaw: 
mons  had  agreed  to  the  amendments. 

LOAN  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  thethird  reading  of  the  loan  btU« 

Mr.  William  Smith  rok,  and  faid,  he  did  not  well  kiiMr 
whether  that  was  the  proper  time  for  making  bis  JntindgJ 
motion* 

fbe  Cbmi€£lUr  of  the  Exchequer  €»bferved,  that  the  honoap^ 
able  gentleman's  motion  could  not  poffibly  imcrfere  wkh  the 
bill*  The  houfe  had  already  given  its  ian^on  to  the  ioaft^ 
by  declaring*  that  eighteen  millions  ibould  be  raifed.  Any 
motion  the  hononrable  gentleman  might  have  to  make  upon  4. 
queftion  between  him,  the  Cha^eitor  of  the  £xGhefuer  and 
others,  war  wholly  unconneded  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  SmthbiA^  it  was  at  that  time  a  matter  of  indUfentere 
to  him,  but  he  wi/hed  he  had  moved  it  befixe^  and  oppofed 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bilL  When  the  bill  paflisd  the  Hou^ 
however,  he  would  lay  his  motion  bofetethem. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  aild  paflfed. 

StAVB   TRADE. 

Mr.  Wilhtrfer^  rofe  to  &y  a  few  words  on  (he  (ubyvQof 
the  flave  trade.  .  So  little  attoition  had  been  btdf  paid  to 
that  ftibjed,  that  it  might  be  necefiary  to  remind  the  Houfew 
that  the  £rft  of  January  enfuing,  was  the  period  which'  had. 
been  nam'd  in  179a,  for  the  abolition  of  that  difgracefial 
traific.  He  had  on  this  account  greatly  wilh'd  t»  bring  for-- 
ward  that  fubjed  before  the  Chriftmas  recefiu  It  ftruclc  his 
mind  that  this  would  be  peculiarly  proper  alfo  on  another 
account.  When  the  Houfe  was  engaged  in  devifing  the  beft 
means  jorchecking  the  progrefs  of  Itoentioufnels,  it  feem'd  to 
be  the  moft  proper  time  to  mark  the  real  natiire  of  die  princi« 
fdes  which  actuated  them,  by  flopping  a  pradiee  whioh 
violated  what  were  really  the  rights  of  human  nature.  But 
the  truth  was,  that  he  found  gentlemens  minds  fo  pre«43cu« 
pied  by  other  topics,  that  he  could  not  hope  to  obtain  a  fair 
hearing;  in  juftice  therefore  to  his  caufe,  he  had  refolvM  10 
fufpend  itfor  the  prefent,  and  to  bring  it  forward  feoa  aftitff 
the  holidays,  or  which  totemioa  he  wifli*d  what  he  had  natw 
fai(^to  be  confidered  as  a  notice. 

Mr.  Fox  (aid  he  felt  great  firtisfa^ion  at  heark^  tbe  ho- 
nourable.gentleman  exprefs  the  intentions  he  did;  he  main* 
tained  that  there  was  no  political  objcd  of  more  value,  or 

more 
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m^bdtfervtfig'tbeattedtiiia.of  MriaaMie.'i  -He  v^^ir.fyftf^ 
foi^ihe  credit  of  tkd  Uottfi^*  diacihe  -k^d  mgafcd-for  indf^ 
■liii^fivliat  be  had  ootlulftlkdr^  >and..ko:if iffacd  .thef  iri^d 
mbte  tbeir  Jioiimt  bj»a  fcH  Gohfiiknufiin  dftbewtoiie  ftafo 
of  that^rade.  He  fao^  thr'^boobunble  ^ganticftnan^  m<iiiA 
pakue  it  with  his  woMedf  Idudabki  vigoinr  ;^jAm  be  inrouid  re*-* 
ccikSt  the  Moafehad  fentidieir  doaunettcs^taK  dwiofda^iland 
hadMt  iince  heard  of  fhe  Ipids*  haviri^  prodtedad  in  it  2  tbafhtf 
iKoltkiinforai  him&tif  wbether  thc^hapl^firoaceded  or'aac^'anft 
if  they  .had  not,/  fthpcher  their  «gled  arafe  •  from  rtecofflt]^ 
oc^from  flight  to  the  Commons.  .  0£:iilqthe£e  circuabftateed 
faff  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentlewian;  wodd  inform  hicnd 
(^:in^U  :t  dtniy  iinallyv  h6 exprefied  'hifr.bo|>ea-that tkiecHoafo 
iiinit^  give  tfae:fitbje^  full  and fsk'ck(btilfifin,:;aDd  eadeiMrous 
U»  rtoover.  the  bfs^  cf  charafter.  tbeji  hadfuftauied  b:f  ^thUt^i^H 
pih0ne&«ntlii5  otoft  important  andin€creftihgfobje£t.:j.o:  .  t 
*.i    THJI   tXJAMii    ..     •    '      V      ..     ...»i 

>  Mr.iEP^.  Smitkr^k  to.maki  bisinoniied  ixioHon  f^(l>ea%g 
thOiloap^  HefjropoAd  td  proc»od1lINla^tfafffam^roundB  thaiM 
had-fet  oue'iipobi.'Qdoie)yi  tkofe  of  ^Uoat  padiencf  and^pahlio 
y$iiict.ThcpMMmftiJt  wmff  tmfto^iviere  not  in  tiMsUrajrof 
itatiog  the  traofiCktohiV  ahdlajriiigciiideate  before  thecHoafir; 
moto  particularly  as  the^  iieard^  ifaattte  AfafoSr  wasifotvcnnU 
(idettd  in  tib«  dmt  paiiio  of  vien^i  idtboM*  do^rs^  aa^tt  hail 
beed  by  that  Hotife.  He  did  not  wiSi  ^tnfibfow  mhft  «eenflir« 
than. was  defervjsd :  and  if  argoamf  sadid  not  bear  hifn  out^  tur 
viotlld  natendeavsomr to fi4)port  his^caufeb^ooarfe  epithets} 
Hi3  objciSl  vaSftbabacemtnittee  flKkiid^beappointttd  t6  inquiitf 
the  nature  and;  cicenmftance  of^thoflaap^  Which  would  puv 
paitiQ9ibffiC2\ftar  tnott  on  dieir  guard  ;  .-tod  pai'ticulariy,  .thait 
buyers  of  a  loan  AouU^koow^ithat  ini^afy':icifian  cxtraivtiganr 
fategturf,  it  vtroaM  be  fubjedt  to  revlfioti  Hr  wouM  not  eitter 
at  pcefcM  mticb  at  large  into  tlie  firflpart  jof  itfae.  procecBin'^; 
He.joillybeggel-jei^ve  to  m'kke  a  fti^e  obAjrvation  ^  on  ^thd^ 
pointon  whichLtiieCha0Qellor  of  theExch^^^pier  had  reftad  bin 
defence^  namety^.tbat  ;he  was  tinder,  a  phdge  tothecson- 
tra^s  for  theiormer  'loan,  ncx*.to  bring  a  newLban  intio 
thoiharlcet,  befoffcr.fibelaft  inf|aUniQi)t  on  thelsift  year's  wai^ 
filled  up.  :  Xhat'pWgo,  .howcFcry  had  entirely  efcapadthe 
nomor^  of  ^hoChancdlor  of  the;Exchequer;  and  the  exifl-' 
eftpe  otthe  piedge^jreded  wholly  upon. 'the ,  credit  of  the  go;: 
vernor  of  the  B^nk,  who  could  not  be  fiiid  to  be  a  diflnterefted 
perion  on  tbeprefent  point.  It  .was.  he,  who  .had  firii^an-' 
uounced  ton)i^cci«nen%>  that  a  conipetition.wasto  take  {riacc, 
aitd  it  was  upon  his  recolle(Stion  of  a  previous  pledge  that  the 
Vol.  II.  1795.  X  original 
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ptmiai  plski  of  ^cM^tfttHion  iliMi'jbeeti  Ud  aTide.  '  8tip-« 
pG&g  howeiFcr  fhe  ^pkifje  watti;.  t6.  hs^e  odfled,'  what 
ought  to  have  fcten  the  .cofiAm'^t  «h&  right*  hcntotir* 
abkj  gentleman}  Qugte  :fae»  kbtft^*  liaiv«  'come  .4o«nr 
tad  ivdvifed  *  vick  tbs  Houfe,  '  before  hte  hard  'vramoirff 
rinonmawaj  i8d^opoi»^!of  the  publie  money-?  Might  not  a 
faiall  loan htve  been  oamrafltod  forixritli  Mr.'B«^  m  fiin^ 
tbe'extg^nci^of  ttiefiubhclhrvke^'  till  ttebA  ioftrfiteNtW 
ihe  laft  jrear's  ibamvw  paid  ?  He  would  iiot  have  feMed^«o 
eoler«intDfiicb  cokucadt,  orvUeihe  would  juftiylnve  debarred 
bmifelffroai  alltsoaipdtkibdinftrtQsei;.  If  atl  engagement hai 
been  oontraded  >\fof.thr  fubfcribeis  ibr  the  laft  yea^'r^^fcan 
that  na  new  loan  ili6uld  hh  made  tiM  theirs  iiras  paid  up^th^ 
mig^Jiavie  been  applied  to  furmik  a  fltntl'  orie  to  bipj^tm 
wB^eatfj  vdiicfa^  H  tbey  bad  refttfed  tk>  do,  tbey  wouMiftfe 
difcovered  themfelves  to  be  perfons  Tei^  litde  d^nrii^  (taf^f 
lie  favour.  There  was  ILkewife  'a;i|egree  of  perfonal  injuftrce 
i«Jb#ed  by  M r^iMdi^io^vatid  bis.*fiiblcribet^  It  was  not 
tuAoiliary  to  iix^  thcbargaut  fefeon  as  bad  bcefi  dMe  this^  year^ 
andfi^e  matter  bad  baoL^bdjiifted  before  they  knewitwaarto 
ftdKfi^pbfibb    Xtbad-bem/lfattrt 

^qateicdiat  the  deiBianuiaitkm  of  Mr*'M6q;aft  and  bb 
frkndstoconttaA  foribrJoah  migbt  bsifr.beinaSeadl  by 
the  nefonreof  a  loan:  'fov  ttaeEn^peiaK,  ataAtbefttadingof  five 
aftillions  of  -navytdcte;  ibuft  for  tbefe  Mr.  Jtf  organ  had  been 
pt^futd^  and  4his.  4«is.  fio^ei  by -a  letter  he  wrote  to  this 
Chan^eUor  nine  daVs  befo^  the  kxin''  wn«  Mtied.  Afitet^ 
waida  the  koer  read  bv  hts  bonoenMe-  friend,  Mr.  Hefty, 
enaformer  OGcafioii^  eiaa #ritien,  tor  prove- that  if  pariiil« 
ment  had  really  rejeAed.  tbe  terois  of  4ie  Ican^  the  moliey 
wovld  have  been  fapplied  .from  another  ^^laitdr/ 

Mr..  Smith  proeeeded  to  esanme  tbe  met^at)f  the  balpin 
wUcb  bad  been  :coadu<kd»  The  intereft  was  fiM  to  be 
4L  i^tir  6d*  and  the  Cbanodllor  of  die  Exchequer  boafted,  fmm 
ftm  tale  of  iotetcfiv  that  tfati  bargain  wa^  good*  If  be  coidd 
prave,  then,  that  the  jmereft  paid  by  thb  country  was,  fn  &A> 
41.  tys.  64.  it  would  follow  that  Ue  bargain  Was  bad,  becaefe 
Ihis'difference  upon  litfih  a  capitaiwas  ittiossnfe.  The  loan, 
be  Aid,  confifted  of  ttar  parts.  F6r  etery  lOOt.  advanced  by 
the  fubfcdbers,  tfaey  wcne  to  have  a  capital  of  Xfj^l.  Marbtg 
3  per  cent;  intereft,  befidea*6$.  6d.  long  anmAties,  which^4n 
Ifae  fpace  of  tour  years,-  weuM  advance  the  ihteitft'to  5/ir 
efm. .  Laying  the  69.  6d;  long  annuitiei,  however,  enrireiy 
<Hic  ef  the  ^ueafofi>  tbe  j;^  cent,  on  tbe  X45U' capital,  t». 

'        •  getber 
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^ethor  with  the  difcouot,  made  an  irrftiilft  ef '4).  i^t.  6J»«  for. 
every  lool.  bonroirtd  by  the  counrry*' 
'   The  circumftanee  0/  the  mefl^  whicb^fcis  Majefty  bad 
been  gracipufly  plf^edl,;lo  fiftid -doS¥a  fo  the  H^h^  mkxi 
challenged  Mr.  SiAith'*>  t^imadVevfion^    The  bargain  for 'fh6, 
loan  was  condCidedjuil  thirteen  days  'bffere;<be  ^leffiee  ¥^f 
bro^gbt  down t'tiM  he  adsed  th^  Hoiife  l^iat  ckcumAiBncei 
hid  odcWreir  rn' France,  which  amineiKaiily  aSei^ed  the  reb<^ 
tive   fituation  .of'«  that  xeunfry   with  this^   to   render  thai 
meilage  expedienMit  Ae  time  it  w&»  brought  do  win,  an^in* 
expedient  and  unforefeefl  ac-the  time^^heri^the  l6an  was  ton^ 
traded  for?    l^bc  ftiocefles  of  the  Auftrians  ^ere  known 
before  the  budget -wa^  opened,  and  he  knew  of  no  other  changb 
in  the  fitoatioii  6f  Ffiatice.     Befidesthe  lof^,  however,  which 
t()e  i(i6unti7  had  Aiftained  from  this  arrangement,  hedidhpi 
know  in  vAm  terini  to  fpeak  of  it. .   Within  three  days  afh:<- 
the  bafjgain  w^s  cohdud^d*  the  loan  bore  a  profit  to  the  fub- 
fcrlbers  of  ^no  leA  dian  150^000!.  which  wsis  a  pfx>ik  Kttle  M% 
than  all  the  lotos  duriAg  the  American  war  had  brought  to^b6 
cdhita^iors^  thoU|h  'L€^  Nortii  wtfs  often  re^iobated  for  ex* 
travagance^  and  eveA  fn^  one  inftaoce^convi^d  of  corruption^ 
iJufii^g  the  American  war  there  were  (even  loans,  amounting 
in  all  to  57  miliions,^8ind  bearing  a  |;>remium  ip  the  gr^s  of 
l,47$,OOol.  and  the  prefent  }o^,  ^hre^  days  Only  after  tim 
opening  of  the  budget,  bears  a  premium  of  only  aoo,OQ61.  left 
than  ail  the  American  loans  put  together.    The 'average- <^ 
intereft  of  Lord  North*8  loans  nlid  not  exceed  4{  prr  cent.  tH^ 
average  intereft  of  the  loans  nndeby  the-prefentChanccHor 
pf  the  Exchequer,  though  they  were  made  Mten  the  country 
was  in  a  ftate  of  much  greater  proTperity  than  during. the 
American  war,  was  no  left  than  5!  per  cent.     In  the  cdurib 
ofthelaft  four  years,  itfty»one  miUions  had  beenr  borrow^  ^ 
and  if  the  loan  of  d^ven-  millions,,  formerly  contraded  for  by 
Mr.  Morgan,  was  throufn  out  of  die  account,  which  did  n0f, 
bear  a  twenty-fixth  part  ^f  the  grofs  amount  of  the  prtqiium 
on  thefe  loans,  the  intereft  which  the  country  would  be  fouiul 
to  have  been  paymg  was  about  7  p^r  cent.     The  next  poink 
was,  under  wiiat  ctrcumftaiices  had  the  bargain  been  made  ? 
haci  it  been  even  in  the  moft  prolperous  fituation  of  Aft 
country,  this  loan  Was  pf  a  nature  fo  improvident^  that  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  contra&ed ;  but,  in  fa£l,  the  bargain 
was  concluded  at  a  period,  when,  excluflve  of  this  new  loan 
of  ]8  millions,  the  d^  of  the  country  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
388  miUions  ;  the  annual  intereft  of  the  debt  to  the  fom  Of 
10^64030001.    During  the  laft  nine  years  there  had  been  paid 
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f>^a:Qin[i  of  abp(|it  t'5:.OHtIioi]$,  three  ^  cents;  but  iht  hua 

o(  98  minions  had  l)eeii' added.  .  Tbe;  ^fii^nal  futn  aliptted 
for  (he  llquidati()a  of  the  nation^t  drbt^di^sUHlccd,  ia  ^pry, 
put  t^e  period  at.  00.  great  diftao^e t  bm,  tbepcy^  hi.  many 
ipftance^,  diffitfrc^  from4a4laiid  praSlcc,  EKenfircethcycar 
X7J9I9  though ;  the  "vy^ys  and  means  W  been  ftated.  to  expo^ 
tb^. expenditures  :yj^t ,^hc  ^ficiency'o^  lygx  ^vas  430iO*ool.  iq 
jjg^  iHll  mor^.i  ^nd  io  A793  it  ev«ui  amountect  to  the  fum  of 
8o9,QCol.  and^  iq/the  .Uft  ye^f  to  g  yery  large  fum  cndefid^ 
>)^4,xo.aI}  th'i5j  tjig^/vfl<;^  t^ie  y^at  ly 84,:  five, millions  pejr 
ari^qfi  ^f  new  -taxes  l^ad  l^een  Jaid  oq»  Thu^  orcumftanced) 
if,  a^.  one  of  ih^;  caufcs  of  our.pi:o(petity  ihouldiail^whei;^ 
would  the  taxes  b&.f§i.ui)d.to  pay  for  fucb  an  enormous  ji^cu^ 
inulation  of  debt,?  There  w^sipore^  money ,"< Mr.  Smitip  mi|in- 
tained,  thrown  away.by  the  preoiium  x>n  die.  load)  than  by  all 
the  reduction  .in. ijie.cxpepditure. of  th&'pu^lic  officts..  .  It 
would  buy  the  fee  fiipple  of  every  x^f<>^tiM^Q:ky  Mr-  Burke's 
,bili,  and  almofl  dovibje  ,the  amount- of  ;j[)<!)  pi^AonMift  of  the 
fioumry,.  .He  itjxted  .hi,s  .^eafons  fqr  wiftiPg:  ^  in^itute  an 
^nquiry  to  be,  to  clear  private,  charter,: ^pd -provide  better 
for  the  pul^Iic  intered  in. future.^  at  (he  £wc'^ime,  be  declared 
he  was  ready  ..tcj  facquit  the  fight  4ionpuj|ad>Je  gentleitiao  of 
cv^ry  finyicc.jnfentivft  iij.  the  trahfafaiqn. . .  He  fatdi'he  had 
jbepn  i^^formed  of  one  qirpurpfl^nce^tjiat  of  the  r^umerous  per- 
^ops.wbo  compofcd  ,the  ji.ft.of  Boyd  arid  Co.  the  greater  part 
yfcii  Aut  out  of  a  largq  portion  of  thqijc  fubfcriptions,  wheu 
it. was  found  that  fo  con^derable  a  ^^^r- attached  to  the  loan. 
He  .(hojught  It  was.  of  fome  importance,,  that  perfons  who 
^lelTve/cd  in  their  names  to  a  CjOntra^or's.^iA,  ihpuld  be  at 
^3xnciiegrc&  of  certainty.  He  conQdered  tbe  pujblic  intereft 
«fp^be  (naterially  cp;Kerned  in  the  ,tranfa£lion$  of  this  loa^; 
an4.ti)at  a  commluee  of  fhc  Houfe.  ought  to  be  latisiied  i\\»t 
,yi^er?(^as  a  .fuf^ci^nt-reafon  for  altering  the  ufual  mode  of 
.iiaakin^  fuch  bargain§t,aAd  for. that  prodigious  lofs  which  bad 
|bcqn  fuAalned,  ,^nd  whether  by  a  proper  fpre-figh|;  it  might 
mt,hd,yp  been  prevented..  On  all  theie  [accounts,  he  .would 
Iconclude  with  moving,  <<  -That  a  cpmmittee  be  appointed  to 
'enqurre.  into  the  circumftances  pf  tljc  late  loan." 

.The  ChancfUor  of  thi  Exchequer  faids  t,bat  the  vote  which 
Kcfek  himfclf  loclined  to  give  upon  the  motion  then  before 
the  Houfe,  would  not  make  it  necellary  for  hiip  to  trouble  the 
Hou(p  very  much  at  large  upon  the  prefent  occafion ;  bccaufc 
.however  he  might  diiicr  from  the  honourable  genden^an  in 
many  of  the  topics  he  had  brq^ght  forward  in  his  fpeech,  he 
did  not  difTer  from,  JiiiQ  in  thinking  it  was  important  in  the 
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^iy  9f;t>)ieji^Iicintefeft;r  important  to  tbe  cha^^er  of  tlijofq 
yfj^^jifqrfi  if^ere(led.ia.tb«.lodn>. to  haye ^n.enquury  inftitutcd* 
AOtpthe^jQ^eip.whicbjt  v^s.n^pciat^^^  p^r.Vs^^rly  ib,,afcer. 
^^^i^g^^S^^w  much  ftfefswas  £ud|  and  a  mppoied^  ifTipre(!i9f^ 

9^(^)<ia  t^  public  miji^  in  S.9r^^5m^"99  ^;9  ^^''^^^  ^^^^ 
Viditft^ai. vjbich had  b^Mu^a^yizdopttd  J^^hifnijxni&CKihtwg 
'  loans,    Fcclir>g  ^br  quc;^ion  ,\rjthU  vrcyv,  he  tjBgrcttcd.that  ^hc^ 
fitu^iQn  gi  huiinefs  to  be  {ra^!a(Elccl  in  |»"rliameiit  ren  it 

ilif^onvquent  that  th^s  bjftrii)c;fsj(l)puld  conie^efocf  aconimitteiql 
of  .$^f:., whole  Houre|,,)if  it  w(;rc  .nut  fo^  i\e  .^onfidered  th^ 
BiiJkXt^'fohcXo  important,  tb^ty;,\;^ere  a  oiotiojrY  n^a^e  fo/fub-; 
i^^^^&J^i^.^  conuni^tec  c^  ihie  whple  Houfe^  h^  {houIJ  fcej 
hJQdfeirixtH^h  difiiicllncd^tooppofe  it.  As  ii4ch  d' committee. 
WQi4d)  bpfyever,  be  attended  with  much  public  inconveniencoJ 
hc^wa^.W^Uipg  tjiat.a.-meafi^e  bipuld  be  ;a3opoed  that  woulc^ 
appcQ^c^^,  ncareft  tOt%l^,;9>  <=ominittee/  H|q  meant  a  coni-, 
aiius^  >i]x  ftairS)  which  il^ould  be  an  open  cotnniittee,  that 
pyQFY'.fcrQ>fl  who  ^bufed  to  ^?tei>d  might. have  accefs  't6  it : 
•and)  fa  (df  was  be  from  CQidej^vouring  to  avoid  enquiry  into 
th|f  b^inefs,  that  he  felt  hi^ptflf  thankful,, to  the  honourable 
gqii^^man^for  bringing;  fojtwjird  fuch  a  inot\on.  He  was 
nwarq  ,he  ;iuid  often  rdl^edcpfjuiries  Jn  that  Houfe.  Hp 
Jcnew  hP.i^^4  often  necp  charged  with**  having  alledgcd  in- 
fin^erc.  n^otive$  for  that  rcfiftancej  and  that  Ke  had  oftci) 
/efifted  enqiorics,  not  on  public,  but.  pn^perfonal  ground ^1 
Whctbeij.thefe  charges  haU  been  rightly  made  or  not  againf^ 
bi{n>  h&)iad  no  occafioAthcn  to'difcufs.  He  hatJ  rtfilted  them 
upon  4  principle  which  be  fbould  always  .adhere  to,  when  hp 
.faw  it  fairly  applicable  to  the  fubjefl.  The  principle  was,  thak 
all  enquiry  in  that  houfe  ought  to  be  refitted,  if  entering  into 
it  pfianifeuly  tended,  to  a  public  inconvenknce^  and  did  pot  on 
the. face  of. it  promife  a  public  pra£iical  ptility.  Upon  the 
application  of  that  principle,  many  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe 
diflFered  from  him  upoo  feveral  motions  ^  but  he  had  heard  no- 
cluing  from  them  tjiat  had  tended  to  (bake  his  opinion  as  to 
the  principle  itfelf  ^  and  therefore  he  hcggcd  it  to  be  under- 
Aoodj.that,  by  agreeing  to  this  enquiry,  he  did  not  pledge 
himfelf  to  relax  from  the  rule  to  which  he  had  conflantiy 
adhered*  He  was  glad,  however,  that,  upon  this  bccafion,  he 
.could  agree  to  ;he  enquiry.  He  was  glad  too,  that  he  had 
pot,  jathis  ftajge  of  the  proceeding,  any  oc.cafion  to  make  fo 
fiyapy  obfcrvations  as  Tome  gentlemen  might  have  fiippofcd  he 
iiUcnded  to  do. 

There  were  many  parts  of  tHe  fpccch  of  the  honourible 
gentleman  which  might  be  laid  out  of  the  qucftion,  at  the 
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prcfcnt  moment.  But  when  }ie  ^aftrd  Quit  tiie  enquirjr  was 
neceSir^  for  the  charafier  of  the  goreroor  of  the  mtiL»  he 
begged  it  to  \>c  uhdbrftobd  d^iDBil%xfidt  be  had  t/6t  reftedf 
his  juftificatidn  of  anj  fhzrcheJnd in  this  tr^h&Stob  on  the 
opinion  of  tlic  Goviernor  of  the  Bank ;  nor  did  he-*  reft  k  on 
die  opiiiion  Hf  any  other  peribii  wlutti eu  The  gpverb'or  and. 
the  depot r  governor  of  the  Banlc  were*  indeed'  Wttnefles  to 
the  tranficiron,  hut  h^  had  ad^  fcHclj  upon  his  own  o^mon. 
He  did  n6t  ftite  Ac  governor  or  deputy  gOTcfhor'  of  Ac 
fiaak  a25  his  adthority ;  ne'onlj  ftabd^that  they  vreie  witnefles. 
to  the  tranfa£^ibo.  He  l!ated  this  'in  order  that  diere  tnTght 
be  no  mifapprehenflob  upon  the  matter,  when  it  Ihould  hcre^ 
after  come  to  be  argued.  There-*  was  another"  part  of 'tte 
Ipeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  which  be  mviSt  leairc  out 
of  the  queftion.  He  meant  die '  opinion  which  was  ^  be 
cnteruined  of  the  condu£t  to  fome  of  (t^e  fiibfcfibers  to  the 
loan,  after  it  beoime  9  prpfitable  one.;  becaufe  be  declared 
fnoft  ferioufly,  and  without  the  leafl  rifk  of  being  contra(Iii9ed» 
that  neither  in  tfa!s  nor  any  other'loan  did  helmbw  the  leaft 
of  the  manner  in  whidi  it  had  been  diHributed.  He  had 
never,  either  dircSly  or  indhieaiy,  ipterfered  in  that  reiped, 
and  what  (hare  had  oeen  allowed  to  different  perfons  of  this 
loan  he  was  totally  ignorant.  He  knew  only  who  were  the 
perfons  who  had  figncd  the  contract  with  him.  Th^'  were 
perfons  of  weight  and  eminence,  fufiScient  to  induce  him  tp 
believe  Aey  were  likely  to  perform  their  engagement. 

There  were  two  or  three  other  parts  of  Sie  (peech  of  the 
honourable*gentIeman,  which  it  wouldbe  unneceffiiry  for  him 
to  go  into  at  that  time.  One  part  of  it,  however,  was  fa 
plain,  that  he  need  not  have  laboured  much  to  prove  it,  viz. 
that  if  the  bargain  for  the  loan  was  an  impA)vident  one 
for  the  pubHc,  it  muft  have  been  highly  imprbi«r,  becaufe  of 
the  additional  burden  of  the  debt.  Tnls*  was  i  felf-evident 
propofition,  and  therefore  he  fhbuld  not  endeavour  to  refute 
it ;  the  queftion  was,  whether  the  bargain  at  the  tiihe,  and 
under  all  the  circumftances  in  which  he  made  «it,  was  an 
improvident  bargain  ?  If  it  could  be  made  out  that  he 
could  at  that  time,  under  all  the  f:irciunfbnce<,'  maire  ^ 
better  bargain  for  the  public,  he  muft  ilibmit  to  the  cerfurc 
that  ought  to  follow.*  Such  a  nveafure  ought  hot  to  be 
defended.  If  he  had  occafioned  the  lofs  of  two  miliions, 
or  of  one  million,  to  the  public,  by.  that  bargain,  no  man 
living  would,  d^ny  that  he  had  made  a  very  bad  bargain^ 
the  degree  of  guilt  to  be  imputed  to  him  was  not^  how- 
ever,  to  be  governed  by  the  fum  which  the  contraflora  might 
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profit  by  tbe  ban,  it  was  to  be  judged  of  upon'confidera- 
tion  of  circumftances  anteci^eot  to  the  prefent  period.  And 
herehemuft  beg  leave  to  take  aotice  of  the  general  way  ia 
whnrb  gentitmen  had  cbofen  to  ftate  the  qaeftion.  They 
ftited  a  lois  of  two  millions  to  the  public,  becaufe  they  faid 
there  was  that  profit  to  tKe.  fubtcribers.  £y  that  moue  of 
trestin|  tile  rubje£i',  there  was  no  allowance  whatever  to  be 
made  ror  any  profit  to  the  fiibfcribefs,  but  all  that  they  had 
leafon  to  contemplate  as  their  gain  at  .ih6  time  of  making  the 
bargam,'  and  all^that  from  various  fucceffes  abroad  they  had 
gained  <inc<»  was  to  be  taken  as  lb  much  lofs  to  the  public. 
At  tbemoment  of  contni<9ing  for  the  loan,  thevr  confidered  the 
wh6iefuin»  which  from  a  cbri^ttrrence  of  fertimate  events, 
had  olthnatcly  come  to  the  fubfcribeis,  as  h^  much  money 
aSicdIy  riirown  away,  with  regard  to  die  pubttc.  This  was 
probeedtT^  upon  a  mode  of  calculation  that  was  inconfiftent 
with  common  fenfe.  The  utmoft  Ids  to  the  public  that  could 
poffiWyin  fairnefs  be  ftated,  was  the  a£hial  difference  betweea 
the  terms  That  Blight  have  been  had,  and  thofe  which  he  con^- 
chided  upon  at  the  time  the  bargain  was  made.  Gentlemen 
had'fhted  Ihefubjedt  as  if  whatever  wetethe  advantages  of 
intereft,  dfdifcount,  or  ^i^iix,  upon  this  lo^m,  that  the  whole 
had  been  thrown  away  Wiiim,  in  not  opening  a  negociation 
with  Mr.  Morgan.  What  did  that  Ibrt  of  ftattmeiat  aCume  I 
That  In  the  other  way  of  making  this  bargain  it  would  hav& 
bettt  without  any  icnus  at  all.  In  other  loans  fubfcribers  had 
bece  allowed  to  have  five  j^/r  cent  but  the  way  in  which  this 
was  CO  be  ftared,  the  whole  profit  to  the  fubfcrirbcr  according 
to  the  honourable  gentleman's  argument  was  to  be  confidered 
as  lofs  t  o  the  public. 

>  Gaitlemen  took  pains  to  affert  that  Mr.  Morgan  came  to 
him,  arid  that  whei^  he  came  he  was  to  make  offers,  and  that 
he  was  to  difcufs  the  preliminaries  of  an  agreement.  Gentle- 
men .did  not  advert  to  the  circum41ance  that  Mr.  Morgan  did 
not  tbcsl  Inform  him  amy  thin;;  with  regard  to  an  Imperial  loan, 
nor  oftheHateofthe  navy  debt.  Gentiemeii  fiiid  Mr.  Mor« 
gan  knew  the  fund  in  which  the  loan  was  to  be  made.  He  did 
not  doubt  it!  but  did  he  know  of  the  circumftance  by  which 
the  flocks  rofe  fo  high,  and  of  the  probable  rife  of  them  at  that 
time  as  they  have  appearedfince  ?  It  wasftated  thatMr.  Morgan 
thought  therb  might  bt  an  Imperial  loan  6f  thrte  millions. 
He  granted  that  Mr.  Morgan  might  think  fo;  but  did  that 
prove  that  Whether  there  was  a  Teferve  made  or  wa.s-  not  made, 
that  it  would  have  had  no  influeme  on  Mr.  Morgan's  terms  ? 
and  ftill  further,  whether  the  funding  of  five  millions  of  navy 
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debt  would  not  hivc'foriiccffca^onthc  terpis  of  Mr.  Mor* 
^QDi?  OntbefoipotiitG  Mp«  Morgan  had  received  Aoif^ioMi- 
tion  from  himv  i  Lethimiioirever'ftcppofe,  that  thertenhs.ef 
Mr*  AloflBabr^r  th^  bad  been*  fince  ftated^  had  been 'agreed 
to,  thiff.miukljiot'ainQitiit.ioainy:tbing]ik€the  fiipply  Sftbb 
loi's  wkkhiwas  now  fiated  tdbe/uffapned  by  the  pubUt.^  Afcffr 
tbe  meffiige  had  fasen.brougfar  forward,,  a  varielif  of  other 
circumibnccs:had}:i&ippeRed«;j)dth  in-  the  internal  *;fituatbn 
of  this  country,. and  of  the  condition  of  £urope,  whfteh.nleto 
not  then  known  by  them  or  by  bim. «  What  wa&ftt^eik  the 
QjSer  on  Jthepart  of.thefe  gcndemeft  whd  now  coi\|ieaMiM  him 
fo  violcoflyf'EHd:  they  then  talta  of  ten  or  twelve '^'cefit? 
no!  thro&r.'wa's  oniytwoihiliingsiupon  the  long'sohirfdeai 
lie  Jef c  it  t0  dio  HouTe  to  pronbonce:  ^^ether  thefe  geilriedftn 
ought  to  iay,:that  on  the  paxx  of  the  public  tbe  lofe^  by  hk^bar^ 
gain,  was  fo  large.  The  difRn'encrbetween  the  a^hial  pfceammi 
and  the  fair  ieiroa>  which  the  public  .o«ght  to  expe&  at  ihal: 
lisne,  and  .the  next  .queftion  would  be,,  whether  the  prtotinn 
lofe  oat  of  the  dtcumfiaDces  that  were  in  contempiationitt 
thetioieiof  nuddng  the  bargain,  or  were  the  efieft  of*d^* 
cumftances^flvhiehicould  nor  then  be  forefeen?  The;  l^le' 
tSitOi  ofithe  loanv  he  .-wooid  .main tain,*  had  tended  taprore^ 
that  the  iituatioa  of  checountry,  in  point  of  credit,  was  bMer 
than  It  had  heea  at  the  time  of  formed  loans*  He  adoiiteed, 
that  the 'pro6t  to  the  liibfcribers  of  the  loan,  was  a  profit  ini'* 
properly  given  to  them*  if  all  the  circumftanccs  which  have 
ikiceh^pened,vhad-been  forefeen*;  not  fo  if  «thcy  were  not 
fore&ea.  At a!l>event$  it  proved  ^at  the  creditof  die  coun« 
try.waslugh;iit  proved  that  in  Ae  fourth  year  of  tbe  war  we 
had  borrowed  eighteen,  millions  of  money  without  the  leaft 
difficulty,  nnyy  (hat  ihonied  mert  were  <^onttinding  who  (hotrld 
itibfcribe  it.  That  no  man  could  controvert.  Me  &ould  fay  no^ 
thing  .then  as  to  an  unqualified  competition  in  the  bidding,  ex- 
cept that  he  .was  forry  he  could  not  avail  himfelf'  of  it ;  but 
he  fhould  maintain  that  the  terms  were  reafonable  at  j^e  time 
the  bacgain  was  made,  confidering  all  the  circumifainccs.  He 
entered  into  fome  calculations  on  the  price  of  ftockatthe 
time  of  making  the  Joan  in  order  to  maintain  his  proportion ; 
and  ttiaiiitained  that  it  was  reafonlble  for  him  at  that  timeto 
conje£tuce  that  the  bringing):' eighteen  millions  to  the  marker 
would  have  an  immediate  effect  to  the  amount  of  two  ftr 
ceat.  Upon  :this  he  would  dcfire  ihc  Houfe  to  cfKjuire  wht** 
tber,  as  the  cafe  had  been  left  to  himfelf  to  determine 
as. to. tbe  terms, .he  had  not  made   that    fort   of  bargain' 

.  .irhich. 
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wtiich  the  puMie  ought  to  be  willtng  to  accede  to  a$  honour- 
.acJe  i>(tw<rcn  them  and  the  fubfcribers  to  the  loan  ? 
.,  1 1  was  tnJCv  that,  amongft  the  caufes  of  the  pretent  prcmimn 
tiO  .the  fi^blbribers,  was  that  of  the  meflagefrom  his'Mdjefty^ 
wfe^h  wus  brought  to  that  Houfe  on  the  day  of  the  te^ortof 
thecoinnfrictte  of  wayi  and  means.  Much  had  been  faid  oh 
the  pH/|>ih?(y  of  that  tranfa^lion.  Some  gentlemen  hadftateA 
U>to  have  come  too  foon  after  the  loan.  There  was,  how^ 
escr,  a  vfariecy  in  the  way  in  whkh  gentlemen  took  up  thit 
matceR  ^Soiiic  Aatcd  it  as  criminal  in  his  Majefty^s  mini-^ 
fiers  to  have  brought  it  forward  fo  foon  after  the  tranfaAionf 
of  th«  loan,  and  that  it  was  intended  to  convey  an  idei  thar 
yf€  were  in  view  of  an  immediate  peace ;  others  ftated  it  as  ^ 
natter  of  delulion  in  that  refpefi,  for  that  we  were  na  nearer 
pe^ce  than  if  it  had  not  come.  Ohe  gehtfemon  had,  indeed^' 
gone  fo  far  on  a  former  night  as  to  fs^y  that  his  hopes  with  ro^ 
gard  to.  peace  -were  damped  by  if.  The  meilage  "waS'  atf 
cDMch  exaggerated  on  the  one  hand  as  it  was  deprefl^  upon  thtf 
(tther.  let  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a?  formal  deckiriteien 
on  tbt  part  o(  the  crown  of  thofe  fentimants  which  his  Ma-* 
jafty  had  communicated  to  partiameooon  the  iirft  day  of  the 
ieflion,  and  it  was  a  fpecjfic  event  arifing  out  of  the  ftnciw 
oicnis  convoyed  from  the  throne  on  the  opening  tyfthe.fe/ion« 
The  fole  queftion,  therefore  at  prefent,  was,  whether  there^ 
was  any  criminality  in  his  Majefty'fi  minillers  in  bringing  \t 
fiorward  at  the* moment  they  adviicd  his  Majefty  to  make 
that. communication  ?'  When  that  was  determined,  the  next 
qu^ftiou.  was,  whether  he  forefaw,  or  ouffht  not  to  forefee  the 
events  that  had  taken  place  fmce  the  loan  oeen  made  i  Whe- 
ther^be  ought/iot  to  forefee  thofe  events  he  muft  leate  to  Others 
to  determine.:  But  whether  he  did  forfee  them,  could  only  be 
known  tahimfelf  ^  he  was,  however,  perfedly  ready  to  declare 
that  many  events  had  happened  that  were  not  in  his  contem- 
plation when  be  made  the  barga'm  for  the  loan.  The  ma-* 
tertal  fads  which  h^  operated  fuch  dkfis  on  the  bargain,* 
happened  very  confiderably  fubfequent  indeed  to  it.  But 
when  gentlemen  talked  with  contempt  of  the  experience  of  a 
month  in  refped  to  his  forming  his  opinion  of  the  govern*' 
Hsent  of  France,  he  muft  remind  them  ^at  the  proportion 
of  time  made  but«a  fmall  part  of  the  eftdwhich  he  expededi 
to  be  produced  on  the  affairs  of  Europe),  he  confidered  net 
only. the  ftability  of  the  government  of  France,  nor  the 
wisaknefe  of  its  refources  merely, .  which  were  fo  rapidly  de« 
caying,  but  he  alfo  coitfidefed  the  difbofition  of  the  peopjc' 
there,  and  the  late  prodigious  and  almoft  incredible  exertions 
Vol.  II,  1795.         "  ^  Y  of 
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of  the  ^viRrian  arms,  and  the  rap'xi  change  that  was  taking^ 
place  in  ainiaft  all  the  operations  Qf  Europe*  Taking  the 
^ho)€  of  thcfc  circvimftai^ces  into  confideratioOv  1^  wouU  fay 
that  the  Tpacc  of  a  fingl<;.week  might,  have  a  tcn-fpld  ope-* 
ra.tion  cpmp^^red  to  that  of  former  periods^  lt,w^  diificMlt.t^' 
j^ak  out  up"|i  (uch  a  fubje£^,  and  to  keep  wjtbin  Ahc  Cmits 
pf  parliamentary  Janguagc  ^  if  a  declaration  of  that  (brt  was^ 
however,  nccci&fy  >t  any  timei  it  was  neceflary  then ;  the 
^leflage  from  bi^  Majefty  was.  a  fit  explanation  of  the  doc-* 
trine  which  had  been  held  to  parliani^nt  from  the  chroiie  at 
the  opening  of  t)ie  iip/Con$  he  hatd  great  facisfiiction^^hercforcy 
th^t  (Wh  a  parliaippnury  ftep  had  been  taken  on  thi:  fubjc£| 
q{  peace,  becaufe  he  thought  that  ihc  meflage  (hould  come 
from  goyernmenti^  an.d.  he;  ,^«ught  it  peculiarly  importa^i 
that  it  (bould  come  at  the  time  it  did.  Tbeic  were  the  cir- 
cumilances  of  the  meil^ge..  How  far  it  influenced  the  pric^' 
pfftock  be  (hou)d  pot  ac.teoipt  to  determine.  Butastoit$ 
f9i>ye}:ing  a  fenfe  of  ao  Jnlmediace  peace,  he  co^id  by  no 
fiean§.  agree  that  it  did  fo.  .  The  mtHage  ftated  nothing  of 
that  n^tpre  ;  the  a\qAcj  the  timCi  and  the  terms,  were  to  be 
1^  his  ^^jefiy^s^option,  juft  the  fame  «s  if  this  meflage  had 
Qot  been  kr\t  to  parliatii^ii^.  That  from  general  feeling,  die 
hafty  oploiqin  pf  .an  imnoediate  peace  (hould  have  had  fome 
effeSk  be  w^s  ready,  tQ  «idmit :  he  wouM  adnut  alfoi  that  It 
ought  not  to  avail  fpr  any  length  of  tjniie,  nor  did  he  bolievc 
it  would,  becaufe  it  Va&  going  heyond  what,  the  real  fenfe  of 
the  mefl)ige  would  b^ar*  ,.  Hd  wpuld.  ^ditiitfllfoy  that  nothing 
could  be  H>  unwife.  as  miaking  a.  tenipoi^ry  rife  of  ftock,to 
bring  on  or  to  fupport  ^rms.  that  were  incdnfiAent  with  the 
$ailid  ^ale  of  the  Coiintrj!»  Befon:  that  conftrudion,  bow* 
ever,  could  be  pu(  upon  the  meflage,  gentlemen  muft  go  be^ 
yond  the  nature  of  thft  meflage  itfelfr  He  did  nott  indeed, 
believe  (hat  the  nieflage  had  the  effe<£l  which  (bme  gen<> 
tlemenafcribed  to  it.  I'he  rife  in  our  funds,  depended  on 
the  progrefs  of  ihe  Aii(lrian  arms,  ajid  the  dicFerence  which 
had  taken  place  in  jh^  various  affairs,  lof  Europe.  Among 
whici^  were  to  be  mwbered  the  rapidly  increafiug  diftrefs  oS 
the  epemy  from. the  f^mojft  extinguiihed  ftate  of  their  re-> 
fources,  and  the  gt^at  change  in  the  difpo&tipns  vf  the  peq^ 
pie.  He  thought  it  aldceflary  to  fay  this  on  the  conftru^tton 
which  had  been  put  on  .the  meflage  from  his  Majeily. 
l^aviijLg.made  th^fe ^ene^ij. .obfervationSt  be  (hodld  liotdo^ 
tgin  the  tioufe  any  longer, ,  he  «grccd  to  the  motion,  and 
thanked  the  booounible  gQiitleman  for  bringing  it  forward. 
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^  Mr.  /^i"  next  rofe,  and  proceeded  to  cake  a  (hort  viev  of 
the  fubjet^..  With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  fpeech  df  the 
right  honourable  gendecnan,  which  reUted  to  the  fum  of 
two  (hillings  offered  upon  the  long  annuity,  by  a  amotion  in' 
that  HouTe  on  tt|e  confideration  of  the  repprtpf  the  committee 
of  wsiys  ^nd  means,  the  plain  realba  why  it  was  not  more 
was  this.  The  only  thing  that  could  be  dene  in  that  re- 
fjp^  Was  to  oiove,  to  agree  to  the  beft  terms  that  had  been 
offered  upon  the  fubjetS ;  and  the  reaibn  why  the  offer  war 
9ot  higher,  was,  that  the  Kind's  meflage  was  not  known  to 
that  Houfe  one  hour  before,  ilpoa  this  meflage  he  mufl: 
^ake  a  few  obfervations  j  and  firft  he  would  contend  that 
the  minifter  either  kneWt  or  ought  to  have  known,  ^at  htf 
^as  making  a  loan  at  a  difadvantageous  time  for  the  public. 
I^^e  had  ever  any  doubt  of  the  min  fter  knowing  this  at  the 
time  of  milking  the  loan,  bis  fpeech  that  night  convinced hia% 
vpon  that  ful>jt£t,  and  removed* his  dopbts*  The  minifter 
had  laid  great  ilrefs  on  a  fortnight's  experience  on  the  affairs 
of  France.  .  He  would  aft  if  this  was  any  thing  more  than 
ihf!  n^initter  had  (aid  he  forefaw  a  great  whjle  ago,  and  was  it 
liot  his  general  topic  in  favour  of  carr)'ing  on  the  war  from 
X'lif^c  to  time  i  and  if  fo,  was  it  not  crimipal  in  him  to  avail 
himfelf  of  fuch  a  meflage  at  fuch  a  t,ime  ^$  the  prc-rent  f  Oi)^ 
thing  the  right  hpnourable  gentleman  fald,  which  Mr.  Fqt  de« 
glared  jie  h^ed  he  underftood  corre^ly,  and  that  wa5»^  thai 
the  King*  by  the  .mefiliget  retained  the  mode  of  making  peace 
^iid  the  tcrais  of  it ;  this  be  certainly  muft  do^  for  they  belong*, 
ed  exclufively  to  his  iVL^efty  as  nuitters  of  prerogative ;  at 
to  the  time  of  negociatingt  he  underftood  that- the  meflage  Ii<^ 
mi  ted  his  Majefty  greatly  indeetl. 

Mr.  Fox  defij^d  the  latter  part  of  the  m^fftge  to  ^  teadj 
which  was  read  as  follows: 

*'  His  Majefty,  on  this  occafion,  thinks  proper  toaequainl 
*^  the  Houfe,  that  che  crifis  whi^h  was  depending  at  t)ie  corn- 
er menceme.nt  of  the  prefent  feilion  ba§  led  to  fuch  ai>  ordef 
*'  of  things  in  France  as  will  induce  his  Majeftv  (conforpaably 
^'  to  the  leiitiments  which  he  has  already  declared}  (o  m^et 
^  any  djfpofition  for  negociatipnt  on  the  part  of  the  enemju 
^<.  with^Q.corpeft  dpHre  to  give  it  the  fulleft  aiid  fpeedief( 
'^  e^ed  ','  and  to  conclude  a  treaty  for  general  peace,  .when# 
V  .ever  it  can  be  effeiSied  on  juft  and  fuitable  terms  /or  hi^Vt 
^*relfa*idbis,allirs."  ', 

Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded;  he  faid  that  if  he  underftood  th^ 
meiTage,  i^  wa^,  that  bis  Majefty  would  negqciatie  when  thect 
i^peaied,  q<i'  the  part. of  the  eoetpy^^  re^dona^u  difpffTiJcioii 

sYa  fer 
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for  fdeaer/and  thatin  fudi  cafe  iris  Majefty  would  he  tendf 
to  give  to  fuchi  a  dif^ofition  the  f))eedieft'  effect*  Thefo 
words  appeared  to  hrm  explicit  enough  in  thethfelves,  accordw. 
ing  to  their  natural^  import,  and  he  hoped  that  was  the  fenfe. 
which  the  minifter  put  upon  them.  The  mtnifterhadcoit-' 
veyed  an  idea  that  he  did  not  forfee  the  neceffity  of  this  drief* 
£ige  on  the  25th  of  Novefiiber,  when  the  loan  was  agreed  to. 

How  did  be  reconcile  that  with  the  fenttm^nt  delivered 
from  the  throne  on  the  2^th  of  06loi)er  f  as  he  faki  that  the- 
meflfage  was  onljr  to  follow  up  what  was  -then  exprefled  oar 
the  government  o^  France ;  it  he  forcfaw  tht^  fituatitin  of  the 
enemy  then,  did  he  not  fee  it  at  the  time  of  fettling  the  loan  ^ 
He  would  thcrefcire  affert,  that  the  minifter  ought  cictver  «o 
have  brought  forward  the  meSage  fooner,  or  to  have  deferred. 
the  loan  until  he  had  brought  the  meiTagc  forv^ard  He  wiQ^ 
ed  he  had  not  advifed  the  Houfe  to  ratify  the  loan  until  he' 
was  prepared  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  fend  that  meflfage.  T-kte 
minifter  faid  he  thought  itr  important  to  convey  the  informa* 
tion  at  that  time  to  the  Honfr,  alluding  to  a  motion  for  a  ^e*i 
gociation  for  peace,  of  which  his  honourahk  friend  (Mr.  Gr^) 
had  given  notice.  That  notic^  was  given  long  before  the 
a 5th  of  November,  and  it  was  poftponed  at  the  defire  of  the 
minifter,  who  wiftied  to  bring  on  the  budget  before  it. 

l^he  ininifter  had  laid  great  ftrefs  on  the  feveral  operations 
of  the  Auftrians  on  the  Rhine ;  operations  -  that  were  known 
a  fortnight  befire  the  negociation  for  the  loan,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  iuccefies  of  the  Auflrians  had  added  but  little  to  the 
effed  of  the  viflory  of  the  Auftrians,  and  to  the  contributing 
to  make  the  fituation  of  France  much  fitter  for  our  negoci- 
atioR.  The  diftreftts  of  the  French  were  uell  known  before 
the  loan  was  contra£ted,  and  yet  of  all  this,  the  efFe&  was 
triflinj?  on  the  funds.  When  the  meflagc,  however,  came, 
thee^eA  was  great  and  inftantaneous.  He  would  therefore 
lay,  that  all  the  information  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  long  ago,  and  from  what  he  expeded  to  have 
heard,  (according  to  his  own  aflfrtions)  it  ought  to  have  re- 
tarded inftead  of  accelerating  the  loan ;  at  all  events,  the 
mefTage  ought  to  have  preceded  the  loan.  This  condud 
hnight  agree  with  the  ideas  of  the  minifter,  but  it  was  diflPerenc 
from  the  condu£t  of  every  other  Chancellor  of  the  Kxche* 
querin  the  country,  The  right  honourable,  gentleman  iisiid^ 
that  nobody  fufped^ed  him  of  corruption  in  this  bufuiefs.  He 
ihd  not  know  that  any  body  did.  He  faid,  he  knew  nothing 
tef  the  diftributHin  of  the  loitK  Very  likely  not ;  but  his  an- 
Aver  was^  that  Lord* 'John  Caiveiidiib,  a  man  as  weU  entitkd 
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M credit. alfhcTight  honoupliblQ  gemtleman*  hud  net.  beeafo 
very  teiiderlv  treated  on  the  fubjeA  of  the  loan  in  1783*  tit 
was  then  told,  that  the  mode  he  hiul  taken*' was  liable  tofuf^ 
picion.  He  did  not  know  what  (he  mintfter  had  done  in  eveiy 
rt(p€£k  upon  this  loan ;  but  when  he  fiiw  a  nnethod  followed 
that  favoured  ttic  probabtiicy^  ofcorruptioD)  by  fitinifhui^an 
oppOFttintty  of  ptitting  millions  of  the  public  money  in  the 
pockets  of  individuals,  he  owned  he  did  not  like  it  to  be  de- 
fended merely  by  afiertions  that  there  was  no  corruption. 
Had  the  mtnifter  (hewn  any  reafon  for  making  this  loan  fo 
early  i  Had  he  faid  any  thing  to^  induce  the  Houfe  to  believes 
that  ttic  reafon  for  negociating  was  not  as  ftrong*  in  his  mtrut 
)oog  ago  as  it  was  at  prefent  i  The  Houfe^  it  feemed,  was 
to  go  into  an  enquiry  upon  this  fubjefl;  he  was  glad  of  it; 
he 'hoped  all  the  fads  would  be  properly  enquired  into ;  and 
he'hadno  difficulty  in  faying  that  he  was  convinced  the  more 
Hifs  loan  was  enquired  into,  the  more  muft  it  be  reprobated* 
Two  millions  of  money  was  a  fum  which  th6  committee 
ibould  look  at,  as  not  to  be  thrown)  away  upon  the  bare  ai^^ 
fertion  of  any  man.  He  could  have  wifhed  that  the  fubjedlf 
fltould  have  been  referred  to  a  cdmniittce  of  rhe  whole  Houfe  j, 
he  thought  there  was  prima  facu  evidcnceof  grcab  mifcon?- 
du&  in  the  minifter.  The  loan  was  not  only  difgraceful  iit 
itfelf,  but  it  would  hafve  a  bad  efiedt  on  future  kians,  for  mea 
wettid  fay  there  was  no  fafety  in  a  public  competitioti ;  thejr 
would  fay  it  was  true  a  competition  was  talked  of,  but  the 
minifter  might  recoiled  fome  private  promife  that  he  ha^ 
made  to  an  individual,  and  therefore  after  they  had  attended 
to  bid,  he  might  give  an  option  to  that  individual  to  take  it 
to  himfelf.  Mr.  Fox  illaftrated  this  argument  by  a  reference 
to  what  the  ininifter  had  faid  to  Mr.  Mellilh  and  Mr.  Morganr 
upon  the  fubject  of  the  loan,  and  to  the  option  "^hich  be  had 
gwen  to  Mr.  Boyd.  There  were,  he  faid,  in  every  part  of 
the  tranfaSion,  (trong  circumflances  of  fufpicion,  and  there* 
fore  he  hoped  the  committee  would  enquire  into  it  minutely. 
With  regard  to  theminifter's  general  dodtrine  refpeding  en- 
quiries, he  could  only  fay  that  he  did  not  agree  with  him  in 
^  propriety  of  refilling  them.  He  had  always  thought  that 
where  there  was  an  aflertion  to  orfe  hand,  and  proof  ofi^ed 
to  fupport  it,  and  a  mere  denial  on  the  other,  an  enquiry  ought 
to  be  inftituted,  ,  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  re^ 
'fiftance  to  enquiry  was  a  fyftem  that  had  grown  out  of  his 
own  admifuii^ration. 

Mr.  W\  Smith  rofe  to-egcpUifi,  aiid  as  aiiother  ground  of 
there  being  fomothing  iufplciotK  fii  the  tranlaftiM  rci(jpeding 

the 


the  loap,.(ai4  that  one  man  had  been  fo  bufy  in  the  gui:chaie 
of  ihare^.pf  jt  when  at  feven  pfr  cent^  premium^  as  Stfter-^ 
vard«  to  Qccafion  an  idea  that  he  had  fome  foreknowledge 
t{ifit.)xis,Majefty*s' nie/Iage  was  in  comemplauan/  It  wa$|^ 
\t  faid^  pbfervable  alfo  Siat^  notwithftanding  the  late  defeat 
9f  the  «}1^«  in  Itajj,^  the  news  of  that  de|eat,  which  he  ac^ 
j^nowl^dged  was  not  o^ialiy  confirmed,  had  produced  nq 
tStSi  in  the  depreqiation  of  the  funds,  thence  he  inferred  that 
the  rapid  rife  of  ftock  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  fucceiS 
9f  the  Auilnans  upon  the  Rhine,  but  to  the  difpoTition  of  pa« 
cification  which  was  intimated  in  his  M^jedy's  mefl^ge, 
^  Mr.  Sicntary  Dufuks  reminded  the  Houfe  of  4n  exprcf&oi\ 
ifi  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentlemah}  which,  although  it 
exculpated  His  ^aje(ly*s  tnintfters  of  any  perfonul  corrupt|o^| 
Ml  the  very  ne?(t  ientence  ftated  that  a  fyftem  of  corrupt' 
tiop  had  been  proved  under  the  adminiftration  of^  late  nobl^' 
lord  (Lord  North). .  .Something  fimjlar  to  this  had  dropped 
iirom  him  upon  a  former  occafion ;  he  wifbed,  therefor^. to 
(now  if  the  honourable  gentleman,  meant  fexioujly  to  inipute. 
corruption  to  that  pobleman. 
'  iAr.1V.  Smith  replied,  <hat  when  he  ufcd  that  expreffiop, 
fit  did  not  meai).  tq  cuntraft  ^iie  conduct  of  (he  prefect  mim*; 
^ry  with  th^t  on  former  occafions..  He  had  never  had  any 
txanfa£lions  with  Lord  Norths  but  be  undprilood  the  noU^ 
tord  aI1ude4  to  was  generally  fuppofed,,  dx  the  -time»  t^  KavQ 
laifed  the  .t^rms  of  the  loan  upon  the  principle  of  influencing 
a  majoriU'.  .      . 

Mr.  rax  faid  he  bad  been  in  vaoous  fiXuations  with  the 
noble  Lorjd  alluded  to}  he  had  been  for  a  long  time  in  ads  of 
public  hoftiiity  againfl:  him;,  and  he  had  afterward^  been  in 
the  habits  of  public  and  private  friendfliip,  but  he  had  nevef 
9c.cufed  that  poble  lord  of  perfonal  corruption,  he  always  be* 
lieved,  evei\  when  hoiiile  to  his  meafures,  that  he  was  in* 
capable  of  perfpnai  corruption  in  the  manner  alluded  to.  Hq 
had  conftaotly  fpund  in  him  the  moft  perfect  and  complete 
Kot^our,  and  91  fpecies  of  coi^fideuce  which  deferved  thi^  high* 
fpft  prajfe.    .  •  .!♦ 

Mr\  Secretary  punda$  rcfe  to  {Corroborate  Mr.  l^ox*s.ttfi.^ 
moiiy  of  the  very  reipec^table  chjirader  ol;  Lord  Nqrtl^  wj^yiQ 
^e  knew  to  bq  utterly  incapable  qi  a^y  perfQi;i^I  diilK>j^9HA 
whatever,  .,,'», 

A/r.  ShiriJan  faifj,  .pfrfonal  cprrupjtion  never  ]^  beefi 
urged  againft  the  noble  lord,  though  it  had  al>vays  been  HOry 
dkrOood  (hat  heaade  the  loan  in.  queft.on  the  nit^^n^  pCJ^^t 
fluencing a qiaj^rit^.  Xl^^t  W^.^  piirli^meot^ry  ^cuCmm 
i...  *  *     againft 
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agaiuft  him ;  and  it  had  not  onjy  bcert  UTje^»  Iwit  proved: 
I?  the  right  hon.  gentleman  difpatcd  that  aflcrtion,  he  woalJ 
refer  him  to  the  journaU,  Vvhere  he  would  fidd  that  1 
tommittcc  of  enquiry  had  been  appointed ;  that  the  litis  of  thd 
rubrcril)ers  to  the  loan  Were  produced  and  examined;  and 
(hat  )'t;Wa&  proved  that  the  loan  had  bben  dealt  and  fdld  out  to 
I5nembei-s  of  Parliament.  The  right  honoumWc  gcntlemail 
took  fire  at  the  imputation  dn  the  noble  lord)  but'herathcf 
attributed  his  zeal  to  his  fotieitude  left  an  inference  (hould  be 
drawn  from  the  conduct  of  that  noble  lord  as  an  infinuatiori 
againft  the  prefent  niiniders.  It  had  been  th^  Uniform  prac«i 
lice  of  the  Houfe,  indeed,  to  ac<iuit  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oj^potite  of  perfonal  corruption  in  die  aegociatiotf 
of  this  loan  ;  but  he  knew  no  reafon  why  be  was  todoftj^  iiot 
w^y  he  was  to  aflume  that  he  was  not  liable'to  asibul  an  titi««^ 
Mutation  for  the  foul  diftributidn  of  the  preAnt'loan,  sis  tha 
noble  lord  was  for  that  pure  Idian  which  he  took  fire  at.  ' '       ' 

They  were  two  diftind  things^  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  to  fa]| 
ttiat  the  minlfter  has  nbpart  of  the  iorwt  hirhfeif,  ani^  to  fay 
that  he  bil  not  contrived  to  make  a  diftr^bution  of  it' to  others; 
In  178  ji  when'he  v/asfecrctary  of  thfe  treafury,  Lord  Johm 
Cavendifb  put  out  the  loan  into'thd  hands  of  his  enemies,  in^ 
fteadof  hii friends^  becaufe  he  wasdetermiiied  to  a£l  vpoii 
the  pureft  principles;  by  which  means  he  Viras  di^ippoihted  M 
hi^  tnftallments,  and  made  a  bad  loan  for  the  public  |  there^ 
tbrt  a  charge  was  neverthelefs  brbught  againft  him}  infinuat^ 
ing  that  he  dad  been  govern«d  by  corrupt  motives. 

When^be  faw  the  late  loan  re{)lere  witlf  foulnefs,  falfhoody 
trick  and  connivance,  he  knew  no  reafoo  why  he  Was  not  tor 
fu^ed  miniftbrs  of  having  afied  improperly.  He  hoped  thoif 
the  enqiiiry  was  not  to  be  mkde  by  an  up-dairs  committee, 
or  a  Committee  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  own  fele6tion'; 
j)ut  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfc  ^  it  would  not  be  a  free 
dn<|uiry  if  it  were  btherwife ;  if  any  managemeiji  or  feieSion 
wef^  made,  he  could  npt  think  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
le^y  redout  in  his  declarations*  He  wiihed  to  follow  uf^ 
the  pnecedent  of  that  loan  which  had  been  ajluded  to  under 
the  adminiftration  of  Lord  North)  whom  he  owned  he'couU' 
not  C6nfider  as  a  model  of  perfect  purity,  though  he  acknow« 
l^ed  his  good  humour,  urbanity,  and  private  Worth*  In 
the  lift  produced  on  that  ocodion,  the  bankers  were'  the  firft 
(bbferibers  as  at  prefent  i  though  the  noble  lord,  is  the  Chan** 
celJorbf  the  Exchequer  on  tS(?  prefent  occafion*  had  done, 
profeffed  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  diftribution.  After 
ttitm  Ofame  a  variety  of  fubaltern  agents ;  Mi  he  aiked  whe-* 
/  tlver 
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therthe  rigbt^JiotKiurable  gcQtlcq;^!)  could  npt  IoqI^  arou^) j 
bim*  and  pgiM.i^t  .wbp  vrerei  tbe  fub^Uern  agents ;ioth(?  pre-( 
fern  loaUi?- He  muft  think  them, children,  if  he  pr/^cend(Hi  ^ 
tho  C€HiCnlry».  There  were  many  lyiip  ha  J  io>ciOo|.  ilures 
caoht  wtcb.pcnt.  ^r  cent,  profit  ^  and  if  he  .denied  it,  his 
political  tu^r  would  :^eU  him.  it  was  trifling  with  the  Houtew 
He  hQp^d,  liherefi>re,  that  a^nvoiCidn  woulii  be  rpadc,  firft.fo^ 
the  lift  Qf  th^  f Otufadtors^  aiid,  then  for  the  fubocdiaate  lift^ 
f>f  the  bankers.  -  Here  .he  begged  leave  to  fiate  fame  f^fiQ^  a^ 
he  received  tbem^  from  rumour^  though  hf?  believed  dic*(n  .tc| 
b;|vebcen  raifed  apM  a  fure  foundation.  The  Lo^d  Mayor^ 
whom  he  ittras  happy  to  fee  jo  hia  place,  that  if  tl?e  ftatem^iU 
^as  falfe  be  might  contradi<El  it»  was  faid  to  ha^y^  f w.o  million^ 
#f  the  loan.  Now  it  wasto.be  rem^rkedy^that  his  lofdOiip  h^ 
£Mrmer]  V  admitted  the  afiembly  of  his  conftituents  in  th<;  cooit^ 
9iQiKbaU  of  the  city  of  London  .to,  be  fair  and  legale  and  tba( 
he  underftood  from  the  fenfe.of  tbe  majority  that;  bi^  iord(bi{» 
l^r^mifcd  to  oppof«  the  bilb  i,  but»  when  the  fubfeqi^nt  meet« 
ingof  <he.baDk(urs  and  loan-^asongecs  was  held»  hi$  IprdOti^i 
fetra^led  his  former  opihion  y  h^  his  mind^  ^his.  meeliftgi^che 
haakcfs  ,.wa^  therefore  the    criterion  to  go  by«     On  thefd 

Souuds  be  tboi^ht  that  be  bad  a  right  to  fallen  a  £jfpicioii,oo' 
e<ii{lribiiiaon  of  the  Icvip*  He  cpnceived  that  much  irrelevant 
matter  had  been  introduced  in  tbe  ^ourfe^of  the  difcufliop^  but 
obferved  that  it  was.  no(  alight  affair  for  tbv  HopfQ  fin)ply  to 
confider.  >Yhetber  .the  righ^  hon«.genrie.ma|i.c!id  pr^jdid.  po^ 
know,  on  thcx^5thof  November,.ihat.tbeFfencb.W9rPalrcady: 
it  poilbflion  of  that  order  of  th)ng^,  or.in  thecp^rf(Q  of  .ob- 
taining «th»t  order  of  things  v^hicb  cou)d  juftify  a  neg!Qt?iA.tipi| 
for  peace  ?  Could  .any  man  In  the  ihape  of  a  polii;i^40>  oti 
with  the  name  of  a  ftatefman^  and  Jioldingrbis  head  upa^  tbc 
^u)er  of  a. kingdom,  folemnly  affirm  jhat  he  did..n<^  knCv^ 
idbofc  circnmftance  ^  Was  it  afierted,  that  t^c  rapid  ..4^^4y.C>f' 
ifae  finances  of  France,  and  the  victories  of  the  Au{ltiai{$t:ifA4 
produced  the  rife  of  (lock;  yet,  at. the  opcniog^ofithe.^judgct^ 
ibe  right  bon«  gentleman  declared .  that  the  FrpiGh.Wir^;OOt 
oi)Iy  on  the  verge,  but  in  the  very  gulpt),  of  baokrupt^y-.;  .aoii 
Aus^by  finking  *Mower  than  the  lowcft  deep,"  he  Ipft^imfclf^ 
This  argument  wa9  confcquently  againft  himfelf  j  for.  wbi!^  b^ 
pretended  that  France  was  on  .the  eve  of  a  revplurion,  he  ^apie 
forward  with  another  proppfitiOn  aflerting,  that  the  Qr4i^r  of 
things  in  that  country  was  layout  a^blc  for  a  (reaty<   If  herbad 
beard  fuch  drivelling  nonfenfe  in  ar^y  one  of  rhc  fi^penny/ocic* 
ties  which  the  right, hon.  Gentleman  had  ab(>li£bedt  he.Cboul^ 
have  treated  lt.a$  tbe  iucpnAAency  of  one  oif.thq  (n^A.^Yul^.  - 

and 
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and  confufed  minds.  The  right  hon.  gtfnfteman  had  taken 
care  to  tfrvert  the  deliberation  ofth^'hotrfe  from  a  fair  exatni* 
nitjon  of  the  cife,  hf  his  tiXro  anrf  fixpetiny  tnd  thfte  and  foUr^ 
penny  fchemet,  which,  as  wAial,  lie  ren<kred  as  tomplicate  a& 
oofliWe.  Mr.  Sheridan,  therefore,  "begged  leave  to  call  the  at^ 
terttion  ofthc  houfe  to  the  main  iirg'anient,  by  afting  iJiWiethcr 
it  was  a  faft,  after  having  vraged  war,  and  carried  itbn  for  fouf 
je'ari*,  to  ei^Liblifis  a  certain  form  of  govemmertt  in  France!,  and 
Where  trf  courfe  it  touft  be  inferred  that  mihifters  conftantj;^ 
Wufched  cfery  change,  that  the  right  hon.  gentlerfian  had 
not  iTtade  fome  eftimate  on  the  probable  duration  of  the  pre<i 
icrtt  government  when  he  bargained  for  the  loan  ?  It  mig^ht 
have  been  expelled,  from  his  declarations,  that  the  prcfent 
counct]  of  five  hundred  did  not  ele6t  themfelves,  and  thaif 
Aur  otit  of  th^  five  members  of  the  ooimcil  of  antients  had 
not  ehibrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  Sovereign.  Yet 
the  revcrfe  was  the-  fad.  According  to  that  fituation,  there- 
fore, whkb  the  right  hon.  gentleman  htfd  fo  long  and  fo  un- 
fortunately held,  the  houfe  was  firft'to  determine  whirthei^  htf 
ooald  not,  and  ought  nor,  to  have  bargained  better  for  the 
public,  by  accelerating  his  Majefty's  mcflSge,  or  by  poft- 
|)ohing  the  loan,  and  getting  a  vote  of  credit  for  two  mfllions  f 
A  variety  of  matters  appeared  tfe  ftim  Mr.  Sheridan  (aid,  t6 
be  contfe£ted  with  tC,  fiich  as  what  relited  to  Mf.  Morgan,  &c. 
All  matters  important  in  themfelves,  btrt:  comparatitely  little 
to  thi«  coiifideration  ^  and  unlefff  the  right  hon.  gcnt/etnan 
ttmld  acquk  himfelf  of  the  imputation,  there  were  in  his;  con- 
ception grounds  for  ferious  fu^lcibh,  that  if  he  had  ndt  been 
guilty  <rf  pbrfonal  corruption  fWrtifelf,  that  he  had  at  Icaft, 
through  the  means  of  t>artic6lap  agents,  ufed  one  of  the  moft 
pernicious  fpecies  of  bribes  that  evef  had  been  reforted  to  in 
the  moft  corrupt  of  governments. 

Mr.  Secritary  Dunttiis  rofe  to  esfplain,  and  faid  that  he  wai 
not  in  the  leaft  aftoniflied  at  the  liroTs  mifreprcfehtaiions  of  Ihe 
honourable  gentleman*  whofe  fpeech  had  been  one  continued 
lertes  of  fcurrility  and  invcftive. 

Mr.  Courtenay  called  Mr.  Dundas^to  order,  and  charged  the 
right  hcRioufahle  ^ntleman  with  having  prefaced  what  he 
intended  to  fey  whhfome  of  that  fcurriRtjr  and  iiiveSive  d[ 
which  be  had  accmfed  his  Hon.  friend':  he  hoped  therefore  the 
Bpcalter  would  interfere*  and  preferve  the  order  and  regularity 
«fd(d>ate.  *^ 

Jl^.  Secretary  DunJas  wlfhed  the  HonOurablt  gendeman  had 
Interfered  at  an  earlier  period,  aod  preftVved  that  order  whicb 
be  li^epied  fo  d^finous  to  maintain,  by  preventing  hi&^  Honour- 

Vol,  IL  1795.  3 »  *  able 


•v  .sMvxo  N  J,..,,  ,„  ,h^  couffc  of  his  raiBft,  /*/  .^-    -TT 
^   v>  >..a  .mlu.«|  h.m  to  rife  at  th*.  moment,  'iza^"^^-": 

^ '^  ->"*vU(  oflhc  l»te  Lord  NorCi,  from  -Oc  .'riiir,..- 

-V  -  ... ,.  .,,.o^iK,;«  ih.«*n  out  «gainft  him.  ^= 

'■-..H  V...  .,.,v.Klua.     H«  d«tl«ed  he  never  a«=^ 
•  -vu  ...  <„«  vxH...,K«h4U  that  he  would  oppcfcdKi^ 
>.v  V.-.  4  ...vson^  th«^.  be  admitted,  o^^C--:!*t- 
^  • -''--''^  4  wui^^uy  «*  whom  was  ceminl^  ac^J^ 

-  ;.  Vvv.  l.v..v,,K»      Hed«:l«red.   in  the  ^-J^^* 

-  "-'v  >«,.utt  A...My.  that  he  knew  nothin-  oc':^ 

'N-  ^'Kvi..uU.KV.     From  him  he  was  eiad  »  fc  .i 


•  •  •  'it 


^k.«A     t>v*  S< 


,-^..,, .      «  ,v,„«  „„u  uc  was  glad  to  fei.a 
S.4.V,  ui.U  jh4t  the  houfe  with  which  he  was 

>^Uu     ;..     ^VSV^X>»,    of    the    IW^^^ 


.    .Y-Nv^\^.  w  cnc  loam    There  were  lo 

^  ^.x  vv.*  V.  -n*  M  the  Jivi/ion  of  fts  x-nounr,  amoL 
.,  >^  '-^  >^^;v^  Wvihicc  members  of parlfan^^caJ  Wiri 
..  .  ^*  ^-^'*^'*'^  ^^  ^»^vllhipf«idGodknewhehadnoIm- 
..  V  .>s.u^  »nv.  t  ^nvulJainft  govcrnme-cbT  lending  Kic 
s  .  V.  w.v  1 ,  v^  ^^\X.  The  hoocr^^.:;.  fientle^oian 
V  .  ,-•-  '»^*\  i-^Mho>*iiwofthcprefe:;rloani  wouM 
.  x^  vN-  -^  '^»'H*w,ukeaIoanwi£ho-jta/w«w?  It 

^     ^>  »4»d  M>  his  opinion  perfcaiy  jufiifiabfe. 

.  .  V,  *u»iMt  J.     He  faid,  he  certainly  had  mado 
..        .V  tf,;v«KNiu  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
.  >  ^.    ^»M^mK,  th«t  he  and  his  friends  infteadof 
.    ^  :  vvu  uv.Haud  with  2,soo,ocol.  in  the  Joan. 
...  ..^^K^l  t(>c  honourable  gemleoun  fMr.  Vim 
,  ..ss  xs  hjs  4ltvnion, thata  majorityof the  mcoH 
vs  ,.   .« v\4  Lvid  North'fi  adminiftraqon,  were 
i  .       .. .    ;  NilKUi  qI  the  Joans;  with  regard  to  th< 

I  \  w  X\i)  evidently  belied,  as  was  proved 

W  .    .V  vj  ^vvn  Kiven  him  by  a  ^fpedabl^ 

Oh  •  ..,v\  JMu  tox,)  whofe  generous  and li- 

Uni  .     .  ^  \s.»  ihe  objcas  of  his  (Mr.  D's)  ad^ 

I  hi  ^.  s,..>i  >v  the  heart  of  the  honourable 

tMt.  •    ,..    v/  v.^  if  he  knew  any  thing  of 

"v^*.  -     *     *\^Htv,     The  honourable  gcq* 

WnnuN  ..    V   v^'f  lord's  worft  qualities,  his 

h««»vl  III  ^.v^  were  not  the  chief  requi- 

•I*  •  \\\\\y  ^^  iivHiUibip,  and  which  were 

Uvc  tuj.  ^    '    ^.vm  the  rcfpeaabJe  part  of 


Mr^ 
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*  Mr,  William  Smith  in  reply  faid^.-Aatthc  honourable  gen- 
tleman Icr^w  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  go  into  proof  of  hi»' 
affertion  confiftently  with  the  orders  of  the  houfe  i  but  he 
ihuR  contend  that  the  making  loans  a  fyftem  o^  corruptigtu 
under  lord  North's  adminiftration  had  been  a  fubjed  ot  fuch . 
notoriety  as  to  be  repeatedly  mentioned  in  that  houfe^  and  he 
declared  that  he  fliould  carry  the  imprefiion  of  it  to  the  grave*  • 

Mr.  Douglas  defended  the  ch^v^^er  of  lord  North  from 
the  imputation  of  corruption,  and  faid  the  charges  were  wholly 
groundlefs  and  falfe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  defired  to  be  corre!£Hy  underftood  as  he  con- 
Hdered  nothing  fo  unpleafant  as  a  charge  on  a  perfon  who  was 
not  prefent  to  defend  himfelf.  He  never  had  infmuated  that 
the  deceafed  noble  lord  was  guilty  of  perfonal  corruption)^ 
though  he  might  by  feparate  arrangements  be  accufed  of  tread- 
ing on  a  fydem  of  corruption.  For  the  proof  of  his  ailertions 
he« referred  to  the  journals  of  the  Houfe;  and  while  he  ac« 
knowledged  the  noble  lord's  urbanity,  declare4  that  he  would 
never  compliment  away  his  public  principles. 

Mr.  JVm.  Smiiffs  motion  for  a  conDmittee  of  enquiry  upon 
the  loan  was  then  put  and  carried  without  a  divifion.   . 

Upon  the  motion  that  the  enquiry  be  mode  by  a  committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe, 

.  Th$  Cbancettor  of  the  Exchequer  objeftedt  bccaufe  it  would 
occaflon  a  total  interruption  of  pubitc  buCnefs,  He,  hardly 
thought  the  honounible  gentleman  would  havepre/Tcd  it,  flnce 
he  had  early  given  his  confent  that  it  fliould  be  an  open  com* 
ihitteey  and  ail  have  voices  who  attended  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  difapproved  of  any  other  committee  than  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  becaufeit  would  defeat  en- 
quiry. They  had  already  been  difcuffing  the  expenditure  of 
eighteen  millions  of  money  with  about  fix  and  d^rty  members, 
which  was  at  the  rate  of  half  a  million  a  man ;  and  if  it  was 
fo  difficult  to  procure  attendance  when  the  Speaker  was  in.tbe 
chair,  how  much  more  difficult  muft  it  be  up  ftairs  in  a  com- 
mittee ?  He  knew  that  if  they  were  fent  to  fcramble  up  ftairs, 
a  few  gentlemen  in  the  confidence  of  the  minifter,  but  whp 
certainlv  had  no  fliare  in  the  loan,  might  attend,  though 
Others  mould  not  \  and  thus  they  would  have  a  partial  report. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  motion  for  a  committee  Qf 
|fae  whole  Houfe : 

Ayes         -  -     .    19 

Noes  -         -  56 

Majority         •         31 

3Z2  ^  A— -i 
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able  friepd  from  Committii^  (o  open  a  breach  of  it^  as  he.  had 
repeatedly  done  in  the  coi^rfe  of  his  remafks.;  the  fole  objeA 
which  had  induced  him  to  x:ife  at  the  motiient,  had  been  to 
fefcuethe  cbaradct  of  the  late  Lord  North,  from  the  imputa- 
tions that  had  been  thrown  out  againft  him. 

The  LcrJ  Mayor  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
made  an  attack,  oy  the  introdadion  of  fome  extraneous  obfer- 
vations,  on  his  condud.  Ife  declared  he  never  made  ^  de- 
claration in  the  common  hall  that  he  would  oppofe  the  Bills^ 
There  was  a  meeting  there,  he  admitted,  of  about  2OCO  of 
his  confiituents,  a  majority  of  whom  was  certainly  agair^  the 
bills ;  but  be  did  not  coniider  that  fucb  a  number  could  be  a 
majority  of  8000  liverymen.  He  declared,  in  the  face  of 
God  and  that  auguft  attemblyy  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
loan,  till  his  hair  dr^ffer^  an  boneft  felloWy  told  him  in  the 
morning  of  the  circumftance.  Frpm  him  he  was  glad  to  find 
that  it  was  the  cafe,  and  that  the  houfe  with  which  he  wsis 
conncfted  got  2,500,000! •  of  the  loan.  There  were  25Q 
names  upon  his  lift  for  the  divifion  of  its  amount,  among 
which  there  were  only  three  members  of  parliament*  With 
regard  to  himfelf,  his  lordihip  faid  God  knew  he  had  no  im* 
pure  motives,  and  if  he  could  affift  government  by  lending  bis 
money,  he  was  happy  to  do  it.  The  honourable  gentlenpsm 
had  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  the  hnus  of  the  p^efent  loan  ;  would 
any  man,  he  defired  to  know,  take  a  loan  without  a  bonus  ?  It 
was  a  fair  tranfadiion,  and  in  his  opinion  perfe^ly  juftifiable. 
\  Mr.  Sb£ridan  explained.  He  faid,  lie  certainly  had  mads 
a  miftake  in  his  ftatement;  the  honourable  gentleman  bad 
jfet  him  right  by  aflerting,  that  he  and  his  friends  inftead  of 
l9L,ooo,oooK  had  been  favoured  with  2,500,0001.  in  the  loan. 

Mr,  Duncombe  defied  tl;ie  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wm, 
Smith)  to  giveproof  of  his  airertion,thata  majorit\'ofthemcm-v 
bers  of  that  houfe,  under  Lord  North's  adminiftration,  were 
influenced  by  the  diftribution  of  the  loans  ^  with  regard  to  th^ 
noble  lord  himfelf,  he  had  been  evidently  belied,  as  was  proved 
by  the  chara^er  which  had  been  given  him  by  a  refpe£lablQ 
and  diftinguiflied  member,  (Mr.  I;  ox,)  whofe  generous  and  li- 
beral fcntimcnts  had  long  been  the  obje£ls  of  his  (Mr.  D's)  ad- 
iniration ;  and  it  was  proved  by  the  heart  of  the  honourably 

Sntleman  (Mr.  Shejridan)  himfcJf,  if  he  knew  any  thing  of 
s  noble  lord's  virtue  and  integrity.  The  honourable  gcpy 
deman  had  commended  the  noble  lord's  worft  qualities,  liig 
urbanity  and  good  humour,  vifhich  were  niot  the  chief  requi- 
iites  for  a  pure  and  unblenyihed  friendfhip,  and  which  were 
often  poflefled  by  men,  with  whom  the  ic(pe£lable  part  of 
mankind  did  liot  cboo(e  tp  aiTociate. 
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"  Mr.  If^iam  Smith  in  reply  faid,  -Aat  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman knevir  it  was  impoffible  for  htm  to  go  into  proof  of  hi»  * 
alTertion  confiftently  with  the  orders  of  the  houfe ;  but  he 
ihud  contend  that  the  making  loans  a  fyftem  o^  corruptigitt 
under  lord  North's  adminiftration  had  been  a  fubjed  of  luch  • 
notoriety  as  to  be  repeatedly  mentioned  in  that  houfe^  and  he 
declared  that  he  fliould  carry  the  imprcffion  oi  it  to  the  grave*  • 

Mr.  Douglas  defended  the  ch^v^^er  of  lord  North  from 
the  imputation  of  corruption,  and  faid  the  charges  were  wholly 
groundlefs  and  falfe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  defired  to  be  corre&ly  underftood  as  he  con- 
Udered  nothing  fo  unpleafant  as  a  charge  on  a  perfon  who  was 
not  prefenc  to  defend  himfelf.  He  never  had  infmuated  thac 
the  deceafed  noble  lord  was  guilty  of  perfonal  corruption)^ 
though  he  might  by  feparate  arrangements  be  accufed  of  tread- 
ing on  a  fydem  of  corrtiption*  For  the  proof  of  his  aflertions 
he* referred  to  the  journals  of  the  Houfe;  and  while  he  ac« 
knowledged  the  noble  lord's  urbanity,  declare4  that  he  would 
never  com^diment  away  his  public  principles, 

Mr>  JVm.  Smiiffs  motion  for  a  committee  of  enquiry  upon 
the  loan  was  then  put  and  carried  without  a  diviiion.   .  .  . ' 

Upon  the  motion  that  the  enquiry  be  mode  by  a  cpmmi,ttee 
of  the  whole  Houfe, 

.  Thf  CbanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  objcftcdt  bccaufe  it  would 
occaflon  a  total  interruption  of  public  buCnefs,  He^  hardly 
thought  the  honoursible  gentleman  would  havepre/Tcd  it,  flnce 
he  had  early  given  his  confent  that  it  fliould  be  an  open  com* 
mittee,  and  aH  have  v<Mces  who  attended  it. 

Mr,  Sheridan  difapproved  of  any  other  committee  than  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  becaufe  it  would  defeat  en- 
quiry. They  had  already  been  difcuffing  the  expenditure  of 
eighteen  millions  of  money  with  about  fix  and  diirty  members, 
which  was  at  the  rate  of  half  a  million  a  man;  and  if  it  was 
fo  difficult  to  procure  attendance  when  the  Speaker  was  in.tbe 
chair>  how  much  more  difficult  muft  it  be  up  ftairs  in  a  corn* 
mittee  ?  He  knew  that  if  they  were  fent  to  fcramble  up  ftairs, 
a  few  gentlemen  in  the  confidence  of  the  minifter,  but  whp 
certainly  had  no  fliare  in  the  loan,  might  attend,  though 
Others  mould  not ;  and  thus  they  would  have  a  partial  report. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  motion  for  a  committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe : 

^yes         -         -        19 
Noes  .         »  50 

Majority         •         j? 

3  Z  2  il  com« 


A  confmittee  Wa$  accordingly  appointed  to  inquire  into  ibc 
circufnftanccs  of  the  jiegociation  of  the  late  loan.  •  *« 

The  following  motii^ns  were  then  put  and  carried : 

^  That  all  have  voices  to  attend  the  faid  conniiiitte6«  That 
tile  faid.Corhmittee  have:  the  power  of  examining  papers^  ^e« 
cords,  &c«  That  it  do  flt  in  the  Speaker's  Chaniber  to-morrow 
at  twelve  o^cIock,  and  that  eight  be  a  quarum.** 

The  order  of  the  day  wa^hen  read  for  the  whole  Houfe  to 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  cotDOitttee  on  the  bill  f<Mr  reducing  the. 
drawback  on  fugar. 

Thi  Chaticilldr  4f  ibi  Exchequgr  obfijrved,  that  it  wai  in- 
tended the  reduAion  of  the  dravi^back  on  raw  fu'gars  (hould 
take  place  on  the  20th  inft*  but  that  a  longer  time  would  be 
given  in  the  cafe  of  refined  fugars.— Adjourned* 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
WfcDNESDAV,  Decembir  16. 

A  variety  of  bills  were  brou|ht  up  from  the  commons. 

The  Earl  of  LuuderdaU  faid,  he  did  not  mean  now  t^ 
enter  into  th<  conftderation  of  the  loan  bill;  bur  from  the 
particular  circumftances  attending  the  negociation  of  the  latb 
J6an»  he  would  move  their  lordfhipa  to  be  fummoned  on  that 
fubjeft  to-inorrow-'^Ordered. 

HIGH  PRICE  ANO  SCARCITY  OF  CORN* 

The  order  of  the.day,  for  taking  into  confideration  the  btgb 
price  of  provifions,  b^ing  read, 

The  Lord  PreJUent  (Earl  of  Mansfield)  faid,  Aat  he  would 
liot  detain  their  lordfhips  attention  beyond  the  limits  whtcb 
the  fubjed,  refpefiing  which  he  had  to  addrefs  their  lordfliips,, 
rendered  abfolutely  necelGiry,  but  would  juft  ftate  what  ftep^ 
he  thought  (bouid  be  taken  in- a  matter  of  the  hi^eft  im«> 
portance  and  concerd.  He  bad  to  regret,  that  on  account  o£ 
the  deficiency  of  the  wheat  crop  this  fi^on,  to  the  extent  of  a 
third  part  of  a  good  and  &ir  crop,  it  became  neceflary  ta 
adopt  (bme  meafures  to  remedy  the  evil  arifing  from  the  de«« 
ftSts  \  it  was  undeniable^  much  as  it  was  to  be  lamented^  thao 
the  prefent  fcarci^  of  wheat  prevailed  to  an  alarming  degree; 
and  was  fuch  as  might  excite  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions; 
Other  grains,  however,  had  been  abundant,  and  afforded  fome 
means  of  compenlating  that  fcarcity.  :  It  miift  be  acknow- 
ledged, that,  under  thcfe  circumftances,  we  Ihould  adopt  the 

fpeedteft 
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fpcedtcft  mbde  of  redidfing  the  eviU  at  a  time  when  the 
interefts  of  the  peq>le  sg«  large  bad  culled  upon  parliaaient  to 
take  the  fubjed  into  their  confideraiion,  and  fugeeft  fuch  fe- 
aiedkil  meatures  as  their  (>rovtdei)tl  wifdom  fhould  deem  ce- 
ceffiu-fw  The  failure  had  hap|iencd  at  a  lime  when  we  could 
nee  rtdrefa  ourfelves;  ic.had  been  partjy  owing  to. the  defi-^ 
eiency  in  other  countries  tbrougbont  Europe,  and  in  part  to 
the  fituttion  of  this  country  with.rcfpedt  to  Europe  at  prefeot* 
h  therefore  became  neceilary  that  we  ihould  look  to  our-« 
ielves  for  fuch  remedies  as  would  fupply  the  deficiencies,  and 
theie  were  pointed  out  in  a.great.nieaiure  by  thofe  adopted  by 
the  other  Houie.  He  had  heard  it  faid,  on  the  fubjeS  of  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  the  commonst  aod  laid  qefore  that 
Houf^  that  (iich  a  proceeding  was  without  precedent.  lit 
anfwer  to  this  aflertion,  he  had  to  rckr  to  the  agreernenl 
entered  into  on  King  WQliam's  accefBon  to  the.  crown^ 
previous  to  the  paffing  legiflative  refolutiont.  The  principle 
was  juft  the  faine^  although  the  objed  of  the  agreement  had 
undoubtedly  been  difierent^  but  it  was  enotigh  for  hia  purpofo 
with  (tSpt£t  to  the  preient»  dut  the  principle  of  both  was  the 
lame«  ,  What  he  thought  would  be  more  efficaciouSt  y/hts  the 
example  of  sreat  and  refpe^bible  familiesi  who,  when  they  had 
diftntereftecUy  denied  themfslves  the  gratification  of  fine  breads 
would  fooo  he  followed  by  the  other  orders  of  the  commtmity. 
His  lordihip  concluded  with  moving  a  refolution  ^  to  dimioim 
as  much  as  poffible  the  confumption  of  wheaten  flour*'* 

The  Duh  of  Bedford  (aid,  he  had  no  objeAion  to  the  refo-* 
lutioni  (iDce  it  was  not  founded  on  the  mefl'age  from  the  com« 
mens  ;  as  he  ftill  confidered  that  it  would  have  been  informal 
in  that  light*  He,  however,  couM  not  fign  it,  hecauTe,  taking 
the  declaration  meant  to  be  .prq>ored  into  view^  be  thought  it 
every  way  inadequate  to  the  evil  com{dained  of*  The  plan 
of  cbaoging^the  quality  and  finen^s  of  the  bread,  he  feared, 
.would  occttioo  much  aoufe  on  the  part  of  the  bakers*  The 
agreement  would  be  of  little  etfe<^,  he  thought,  without  the 
jaid  of  fome  legiflative  regulation  ^  it  having  turned  out  that 
the  refolution  on  that  fubjcdt  laft  funimer  by  the  Privy  Council 
;iraa.of  little  ule,  and  only  put  jt  in  the  power  of  the  bakers  to 
deter iorate  the  bread  when  they  were  not  under  the  controtil 
Cf.the  magilUacy.  The  lower  chd&s  of  people,  it  was  to  be 
.fecoUeAed^  confumed  bread  not  as  a  luxury,  but  as  the  chief 
part  of  their  food,  and  would  fuffer  mod  by  a  change  in  ttt 
^jnality.  His  ^ace  i^ommi6ndM,'n6t  to  diminifii  the  qu&ntity 
of  bread  confumed^  but  to  pafsalaw,  that -two*thirda  wheats 
and  the  remainder  pocatocs^  ibould  compoic  the  loaf  for  a 

given 
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gfveA'tiine,  by  ^Ech  plan. the  fame  laying  wouMbe  eflcQedj 
as  propofed  by  ^ttM  prefcnt  refdution,  in  the  confcimption  of 
wfaeatcn  flour. 

L^d  Hawhfiurf  Taid,  be  agreed  perfeElly  with  the  nobhl 
carl,  who  had  propded  by  the  refohition,  and  argued  iit  fup* 
port  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  to  fet  example^  rather 
than  proceed  to  coercive  meaftires  in  the  fijrft  inftance.  What 
were  the  ofajefiions  to  it  i  One  was,  that  the  coarfer  bread 
anade  under  it,  contained  not  fo  much  nutriment  as  the  finer 
forts  of  bread.  He  believed  the  fa£t  not  to  be  fo ;  and  he  was 
Supported  by  many  examples.  The  fafliion  amonj  the  idba- 
bitants  of  this  kingdom,  of  confumin^  only  the  nneft  bread, 
was  new,  and  £ur  from  genera).  In  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom  a  diflFerent  kind  of  bread  was  ufed^  and  the  pe<^le 
who  chiefly  fed  on  it,  were  healthy,  hearty,  and  robuft.  The 
colliers  of  Newcaftle,  a  Ihong  and  hardy  race,  who  did  work 
requiring  great  ftrength  and  great  bodily  exertion,  were feit 
almofi:  i^dly  upon  rye  bread.  At  the  other  end  of  the  king« 
dom  alfo  (the  miners  of  Cornwall,)  they  were  fed  wholly 
upon  barley  bread ;  and  he  appealed  to  a  noble  lord  oppofite 
(iiauder dale)  whether  his  countrymen  were  not  flrong,  vtgo^ 
ffous,  and  hearty^  though  their  bread  was  only  compded  of 
oats.  In  Ireland  alfo  oaten  bread,  stnd  bread  made  of  coarfer 
materials  than  wheaten  bread,  was  the  common  food  of  the 
lower  orders.  While  this  country  was  deficient  in  its  wheat, 
barley' was  the  only  grain  of  which  it  grew  more  than  it 
exported,  and  therefore  very  proper  to  be  applied  to  remedy 
the  deficiency  of  the  other.  In  aid  of  this  meafure  alfb,  their 
lordfliips  would  recollect,  that  there  were  laws  paflbd  to  pre* 
▼ent  the  making  of  ftarch,  which  would  &ve  42)Ooo  quarters 
annually  of  com ;  and  there  was,  at  that  time,  pending  in  the 
other  Houfe,  a  bill  to  fecure  the  free  pafTaHie  of  grain,  a  mea- 
fure extremely  important,  when  he  conhdered,  that,  under 
the  idea  of  wanting  it,  people  would  be  apt  to  retain  more 
than  they  could  ufe,  and  perhaps  not  fuffer  it  to  come  to 
market,  which  muft  materially  diftrefs  the  great  manufa£hiring 
lowns. 

The  refolution  pafled,  and  Earl  Mansfield  read  his  (econd^ 
.which  was,  that  an  agreement  preci^y  fimilar  to  that  adopted 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (hould  be  placed  in  the  derk^s 
oiaice,  to  be  figned  by  thofe  who  chofe,  or  who  empowered  the 
clerk  to  do  it  for  them. 

*  The  Duki  tf  Bedford  faid,  that  though  he  bad  already  intrt*' 
duced  into  bis  own  family  the  regulation  to  which  the  agree* 
•ment  was  dire£ted^  ftill  he  wished  the  declarattoa  to  be  fiicb  af 

he 
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he.couid  CgHf  He  wiflied  ihac  paft  ivhich  rdaicij  tothe  laying 
niAde  of  pafi/y  CO  be  oiniticdy  as  h<i  was  afraid  (iieh  dcClapttoai 
were  often  ^iigned  without  ftri£t  regard  to  the  fikiennfig  tlw 
particular  purpof^s  of  them ;  and  it  was  very  eafy  for  per(on8» 
who  ufed  that  artick,  (o  fptego  the  luxury  of  i^  without  any 
^^ific  declaration,  H^.adivef te<i  tp  the  abufee  tbac .irlight  m 
committed,  by  the  bakers,  anti  thpiight  :that  the  effrdi  of  cb» 
agreonient  would  not  be^v^ry  conlickr^ble^  a$  many  people  is 
th^  puddling  ranks,  with  whom  bread  was  not  a  luxury^  butt 
iteceQary  of  life,  WQuId  .continue  to  u(e  fiae  lour  breadL 
.  The  Earl  of  LauiUrdaU  faid,  be  faw  a  confiderabk  iiS^ 
^vantage  likely  to  arile  from  the  agreement,  as  it  might  be 
COQfulered  as  a  refting  place  in  the  exertions  to  remedy  the 
(burpty^  ai^  thereby  the  mifqhief  might  be  allowed  to  en* 
cpeafe.  .  Ic  certainly  was  a  very  inadequate  application  t^ 
ib  gteat  an. evil.  He  wiibed  the  noble  loi-d  (Uawkdbunr)i 
who  was  ^verfe  to  interppfe  I^idative  a^  of  ^ompuluM 
againft  the  prejudices  of  the  penile,  bad  attended  a  litde  tm 
this  priiKipIe  in  the  ^As  wbicb  parliament  had  for  three  weeks 
been  employed  about*  The  regulations  mentioned  in  tfjie 
agreement  would  be  diSipAk  ti)  be  complied:  with,  ^t  it  det 
pendcd  upon  the  wbolcfale  miHera  in  the  neighbourhood  what 
Jcind  of  bread  the  city  of  I^inlon  (bould  be  fu^pUed  with. 
He,  however,  thought  it  pe/fe^lly  futiW»  though  ho  had  na 
objef^on^  that  it  fhou)d  be  fairly  trsiifc^ibcd  on  parchment^ 
and  hung  up  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  that  d^clerk  kimfeif 
(Mr*  KoCe)  ihould  fuperjntend  the  figning,  which  he  heliereil 
would  ht  the  only  fpcci<;s  of  duty  he  h»d  performed  fmce  ht 
had  held  hi$  office  of  clerk  of  parliament. 

Lord  Hawkejburyt  in  reply»  remarked  the  ea^ernefs  which 
the  noble  earl  continually  maniiefted  in  feising  on  every 
opportunity  of  reierring  tp  the  war.  On  this  queftion  he 
would  at  prefent  wave  all  debate,  and  would  only  exprefs  bie 
wiih-that  the  noble  earl  himfelf  bs|d  proppfijd  fonie  fuch  mea* 
fure  as  he  alluded  to.  There  was  no  noble  lord  in  that  Houfe 
that  was  not  as  fully  competent  of  informing  bimfclf  on  the 
fubjeA  as  any  of  his  Majefty's  minif^ers. 

The  I^uh  of  Bf^ord nmarkcd.on  the  inftances adduced  hv 
Lord  llawkeftury,  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
obferyed  that  .fuch  were  the  habits  of  men,  that  tbey  could 
not  rwiily  pafe  from  one  kind  of  .food  to  a/iotber.  ^xx^ 
rience  eafily  mformed  us,  that  an  Englifliman  could  not  eiJilv 
reconcile  himfelf  to  tl^e  bread  of  Scotland  ;  neither  could  a 
Scotchman  be  brought  tprcUfli  the  bread  in  ufe  in  tUsnart  of 
Great  Bruam^  h  m«^  iwi  ot 

l9rd 
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:  L^rdDougias  (Earl  of  Mom>ii  Scotland,)  fiippovMl  4ii« 
prefeiit  plan,  *diought  the  pxfbiic  were  deeply  intepefted  in  i% 
tiid  was  of  opioion that iio better  meofuresat  pr^fcnt coiM te 
adoptedi. 

Tl&tf  Earl  0fLaudirdale  fpoke  fliortiy  in  explaiiati«R.  ^ 
'    X^^  parnky  excepted  s^ainft  the  agrctmeot  whieb   \af 
fxpon  the  table  aa  not  likely  to  produce  any  beneficiai  <ShBt^    * 
•    L^rd  Scarb$r9Ugb  coincided  wjth  the  noble  lords  wbo  diC* 
#ppproved  of  th^  agreement :  of  courfe  he  vvould  not  iign  it.  • 

The  St/hop  GfShch$Jhr  fsrid,  it  couM  not  be  denied  that  wif 
always  hdid  an  influence  upon  the  plenty  or  fcarcity  of  provi* 
fions'i  <but  that  the  whole  of  the  ^vil  arofe  from  the  prefenc 
%7ar  fcemed  to  be  an  idea  totally  unfounded.  Some  govern- 
ments had  changed  ica^cicy  into  famine  by  imprudarvt  tnca-* 
fures;  the  remedy  ought  not  to  be  to  toduce  the  price  of  the 
fcftrce  commodity,  but  to  leflen  its  confumption :  fo  far,  thcfe^ 
lore,  this  meafure  was  right.  The  criQs  was  awful ;  ^xtA 
without  inquiries  about  the  cauTe,  it  became  incumbent  ta 
adopt  fome  plat>  to  avert  the  cpnfequences.  He  doubted  much 
whether  any  thing  (hort  of  legiflative  enactments  wpuid.  ba 
fttffioterm  '  He  did  not  know  whether  it  were  true,  >thai 
that  fond  which  contained  the  greateft  quantity  of  putrlment 
in  the  fmalleft  mafs,  was  the  mo(^  conducive  to  health  and 
<Vigour;  the  ftomach  Ihould  receive  that  quantity  which  lift 
l>owers  could  digeft.  If  the  wheat  was  feparateo,  and  the 
iiner  parts  ferved  up  to  the  rich  and  great,  while  the  refufe  was 
•left  for  th«  provender  of  the  poorer  people,  the  latter- would 
with  juJ[lkecofl>p)ai4u  He  though  that  the  prohibition  of  all 
fine  bread  would  be  the  moft  e(re(5{uaf.  lite  aflociattoo  woaid 
moil  probably  have  a  good  effe^  to  (bme  eKtent,  though  he 
doubted- whe^r  it  would  be  afallon^;  becaufe,  unlefs  they 
did  fo,  they  had  no  compuMbry  method  upon  their  domeftics^. 
whogeneiajly  fpfcaking  lived,  as  welt  as  they  did  themieltes, 
-and  neither  whh  them  nor^ir^rvants  was  bread  the  pr-inci- 
pal  article  *of  food.  They  tfed^ther  provjfions,  which  wafr 
fiot<hc  cafe  with  poorer  fort  of  people.  If  he  would  nofr  al- 
low his  fervants  the  bread  they  required,  they  might  i^ve. 
him  the  next  day,  and  go  to  a  family- where  they  could  got  it.- 
JBefore  he  fat  down,  he  (hould  remark,  that  whatever  meah-. 
•furcs  they  adopted,  whether  legiflative  or  eKemjdary,  they 
-mull  be  fpeedy,  for  the  evrl  prefled  and  example  aubredly 
* jtiight  be  expeded  to  do  fomefhing. 

-     7/w  Ditke  of  Bedford  exprefled  adcfire    to    amend  thfc 

agreetnenty  which,  in  its  preTent  ftate,  be  declared  he  wouki 

sict  fign.    His  grace  fuggefted  fuch  alterations  fts  appeared  4o 

^  him 


liim  to  cArry  the  probabiygjrf.,pi^iu;vig  fach  benefits  as  he 
teKcYod  w>Jrc  intended/  TTiefeverepropofed,  but  nota- 
thpibd.'  The  i^cment  was  achrtafl,  which  in  fUbftance 
Was,  « that,  *m  ordef  to  pf ^vcqt  A^  prcfiurc  of  aSual  fearcij^^ 
the  confiiYttiindh  df^ wheat  iti-  their  fiitti^lteg  flibuld^  rtdikxd 
tjt^tesrft  6ni  thtnfrf'thcu/ttaltiiiafttTtyconfiimed  Inordinary 
Jhier.^-'  '^'''  '■''  --'    ''   •'  '   '      ....•::.     .^    :;:.  ■.' 

•  y*/  L9r^  f^ffiUM  then  morfc»,  Aat  the  agreement  fliduld 
be  ingrofied,  and  placed  tmon  the  ub!r>  which  'W&s  uhanU 
faouHy  ag!tcd;tc.i.i-A<5b^ed.^!^^^^  ;  '  '  

'  Sir'  PA/W^  S^i|A*)ij  b>oiight  Up  i  bill  fof  regQlatiri*  fte  triz^' 
rThetorcb!!  ^rhile  ori'ftfdre,  whith  vira^  r^aid  a  Ifft'time^lj^^vytft 
Be^'read'a'fecondtiiile to-morrow.  '  '  *^'      ''^'' 

* 'Tlie  bffl  fef  chablThg  dverfeers  tb  djjtend  relief  to.  the  oo^if 
ttt'iheir  bWii'  ho^ifcs^  Was  coininkted^  artd  the  rcpott  wilj  bd 
received to-morrc/wl' • .     '  ^'      .     J  ;     '''-[ 

;•  Mr.  2>Mrfti6vei^4fiattfte  ofatftif  tlie  ^ay  for  t!t\<b  H6ufe  t({ 
|oJrttoaco*fnittei(<Jh''*A6'biU*Wthe  bfettcr  tegiilsttlbrf  b)f 
«fe''cdnVeyW.&'Qf'  Writs '&c;  bAdefirttd  till  Thui?cfay^  tK5 
l»i6rPeKmar^>  ■ '- "  '^^     .'  "  '      '  *         "^       ^ 

^iWt; ;  /rW/r  ;^otfdertl6od:'ae  ''c(bjri2  ttf  the  WH  jo'be.  thtj 
remedy  of  an  improfA?de(pftd  obje6l' extti/nely 

defir^le/aAd  iii^hic|i'6uglli  ^s  toon  s^s  poffible  to  , be  carried 
iiiro  execullon.     '  ••  '  '  * 

.  Mt:  liki  faldjj  We  dday  arofc  from  ncceffity^  and  |ioC 
ffominc|inatidni  ;IS  hfc  yas  at'prefenl!  not  q^ite  prepat;ed'¥^ 
carry  thi  bill  bfbperly  into  cffeftj  but  hoped*  W  b'c'Kbbf 
theiibofFrtruary:'-  '^  ;       '/  "' '  . 

Mr.  /^^AVrcgretted  the  delay  the  mote  on  account  of  thp 
protiabiliH  ^(  a  diffolution  of  parfiament,  when  its  operation 
Would  be'feortf  required.  '  ♦ 

' '  ^r.  Detk  oblbrved;  that  if  he  liad  been  prepared  it  prefenf 
f6i  the  commitment^  0^  tEe  bifl^  there  was  not  time  e'pQugl^ 
for  it  to  go  through  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  pafs  into  a  ^a^a( 
bitofe  the  ai^buitlment,  which  ^ai  .'expeftea  to  Tbe  jfct  a 
nibath  oi^  fix  weekl,  and  therefore  thete  Voiilcl  be  very'Iiitle 
fftneloflC 

Mr.  Barker  conceived  that  there  were  obje£Hons  td  it  .^ 
te  prcfent  form,  and  therefore  urged  the  propriety  of  i*'?* 
rini  It.     ""  * 

*  The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

-  ?oi.  II.  4  A  ^«M 


i 
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onrthefeitadroofum^  sDlflioiM  thecs  lie  )at  diffRsficioii'dn 
thecosfiimecsta  nidce  a^idenand  on  the  bakecs  'df  mixM 
bfeacf^  there^wattId.Mlat  te  ibiitid  thattHffimiey  uifupplfif^ 
'them.  -'  Tfae'btkets^  who-hadlxen  cdnvcded  with, made^^^Tti** 
•M^d^omt  refenre,  pfo^Ued  Acy  can  get  ;ftjrfictcnt  fiipplm 
Irdinxiieinilkiv*  Ob  thf&  point  the  hpnmrable  genilMDan 
.faii,  ihe  eammkfoe  had  enquired  of  cettaiin  millers  and  tinte^^ 
men^tenriiFwtMDinattended  tbe  commktee  andrfubfcribed  their 
.names  to  an  agreement  tto  faciKtatie  the  pbni  of  theanmimtlte 
.  by  (tip(>Iying  any  fort  of  grain;  and  Aaor.oP  vfyibrtVaF  ^mi^ 

•  to  any  degree  of  finenefs.     He  did  not  think  it  |)itidefit*  or-po« 
litic  to  mention  their  nimies,  as  it  wis  hoped  that  the  tmUcts 

,«nd  meahnen  wouM  come,  to 'the  fame  pefolatton;  Iwt'he'ii*^ 

fern^.  the  Houfr,  diat  the  millers  and  mealmen  irnqaeflidifHrcte 

nen  of  chara£br  and  wdgbt  in  their,  braach  of  bisfinds.  •  TfaQ 

comsiitiee,  therefdre^had  the  £itis£i&ion  of  finding  ohe^greac* 

*«ft  difpofition  in  themiUers and  meafanen  to/aliift«    He'Coti* 

fefled  that  the  OKre  fignatures-of  the^membera  of  th^^HoHile 

trbuU not'  be  •expeddl  to  hare  the  defired.  eflfeS,  imlofc'the 

fttbfcriberf,  by  their ^individnal  exerttdns  and  influence^  ed^ 

-deajroQred'fo .  rrcomnieod  and  forward  tttt  agreement  tlr  die 

•fev(ica1;p«riflies  ist  town  andcountryl    Withouttbb)  he  could 

entertain  noiangtiioehopes ;  but  feeling,  as  he  did, atidttiamy 

odier  gqidcsBcn  did,  the  importsnce  of  the  c^jefi^  *  he  codd 

^  not  but  exf^'tfaat  every  escertion  wodd  be  made.     He/faid 

-  it  gave  hi<n  pleaAire  tor  find^  J>y  the  papers,  ebat  one  oP.  the 

.  nmi  refpedaUe  b^es  in  the  metropolis  bad  already  addlpted 

-<0hfiitiilar  rcfiblution. 

: ,  Another  ofa|e£K0nftated,was,that  they  would  find  the  poQr 
.rdudbntand  cnwiiHng  to  comply  with  the  lnea&resmen.ino- 
-tfaer  fituatioils  bad  chearfiilly  provided  ^nd  fiibmitted  to  for  their 
KcUcf ;  in  various  places,  however,  it  had  appeared  that  many 
:  of  the  poor  had  been^  inclined,  from  the  fcareity  of  wheat, 

•  to  have  recourfe  to  other. mixtures  of  grain ;   and  he  under- 
ftood  that  in  one  of  the  parishes  of  Weftmtnfter  (Si.  James's) 

/ii|xx>  loaves,  of  an  inferror  quality,  were  diftributed  'weeUy 
among  the  poor,  and  the  expence  f(tpported|  by  a  fubfcriplion« 
r.ln  evfiiy  meafure  of  the  kind  there  were  two  obje<Sls;''firft, 
,  fthat  of  increafing  the  fupply,  and  drminifliingrtlie  confuqmp- 
.ttoii;  and,  ibcoi^iyi  to  do  fibac  ina  way  molt  &tisf^6toryiio 
'^be  bidk  ot^  the  ^people.'  '  He  obferved,  that  «^  to  ^  the  CMfib 
'  fViw  efifuMig'year^ebqnBbcxficy'ihonM-  appear)ftt«teiger:sban 
"-'^^l^tprerent,  andv^at  this'  agreeoient  ^K^ati  inefteAualto 
''lj^?^^  *^'''^-*i^>  "^  woyldibefwthe  wifdom  of  the 
uJlo\de  is^  tonqfider  ^k^fwlhQr.ftBp$.<migfatxbe'heteiZary 


to  brtokwu  In  die  nmn  Aad^  be  tfaooght^duit  the  prbhabk 
axhmiifta^s^tfie-^dreiit  nwifuTe  would  be  (dKcieottaooiMi^' 
terbaiaiicc  wjo^evil.  arifing  ^Mm  tke  'dolayl.of  .adoptkig^  anjr 
other  phn.  :He  traftvd'^  pcDT' would  not  gmmble  tonmlie 
ofeiof  ibe'fame  bread,  or  be  dilcontcaled)  whicfa  tbtsf  fbiml 
fKvkirist^  fiMtunaand  nnk^fing  tbc^felvesdown,  and 
pledging  their  d»onourito'mtnld«i£ra)i^od^breiMl*into  didr  fa»- 
'miHes^;  the  cftft  firodiicedy  be  trofted,  i»«iiIkIi  be  grenor 
*tiMUT'  any  ^cotttpMcn^  lioe  fio  'ufe.  more  thas  twa*>timiE 
of 'wbeac  in  their  bread*  He  obfrwed,  that  in.  almoft  tvcrf 
parifli  there  would  be  (onit  of  tfafc  higher  Faak.%  who  would 
impofe  this  reftri^bton  upon  ^them&lvtfi  to  ufe  th^i  bread,  aatf 
theinexample  wouM  become  general.  Nor  M  he  (et  knjr 
^mg^  in  the  jyreient  (lote.of  .the  coun^  to  render  thiseooH' 
fNrifion  neceuaify.  At  any  rate^  the  aefokttions  wouid  go  m 
thfs^^tenCf  chat'  Whore  the  mixed  ^our  was  ufed,  the  peofdfc 
would  grow  atccuftomed  to  ic,  ^and  then,  if  the  compuliioa 
|cillowed\  rt  woaid  be  lefs  sngraaefiil  and  repudfivxw.  : 
:'  Mr.  firaiuis  explained,  and  encprefied  bis  .doubts,  whether 
the  example  would  be  Ho  ftevalcot  as  was;  fLqapoM.  ,  .  ;  . 

Mr.  ^w^.recommended  to  the  committed  a  ciaufe  to  pre- 
vent the  ttfeaf  new  liread.  -  Tber«  was,  be  faid^valofr  of  i*6th 
on  the  whole  ^tiantity,  which  wouM  be*  piewsnted  by  prohi- 
biting the  faleof  bread  unleiii  baked  24  bouM  More. 

Sir  fF.  Lewis  ftated,  that  it  was  the  untaimous  refolution 
nf  the  magiftraies  of  the  ci^  of  London  to  coocar  in  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  -the  Heufe  of  Gommonfi  There 
was,  he  faid,  a  material  difference  between  the  former  agree«» 
ment  that  had  been  alluded,  to,  and  thetpref^t  one.  The 
former  bad  been  framed  and  made  during  the  recefsof  par- 
Jiiiment;  the  prefent  would  not  only  receive  the  concur- 
rence of  that  H^iufe^  but  aifo  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
worid,  he  truAed,  fiijperfede  the  necelEty>of  a  (^ompuifory  a& 
ofpailiamdnc. 

Mr;  ASartin  -faggtfftdd  the  propriety  of  printing  and  oircu* 
latiog  the  refelutfons  and  agf^ements  of  the  Houfe  relative  to 
the  fabjedl  through  the  ktn2:dom. 

VhOfanteikr  of  ths  £xchi^in  ft5d,  after  the  Houfe  of 
Z^oMls'had  concurred,  he  propofad  toflibmit  it  to  4iiB  MajeAt, 
-and  thdn'to^fend  copies  to  the  cujhf  rotul^rvm  'of  every  <livt* 
Aonv'tt)  the  chief  magifteaie  of  "every  corporate  tovvn,  and 
tO'Uhe*  Mihops,  to  bediftribiliedby  them  to  the  paiocbial 
•dcrgy.  ♦.-    -•  ..:*.' 

HICff'ntliSfi  OF  CotLtt. 

'   The  Houfe  hatln^iafdl^d  itfdf-ima  a  commit(ee^  on  the 
Mghpriiieof  corn* 

•  ^  Mr. 
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-  Mr.  -Huffey  declared  it  to  belli s  ophibh,  tbatxhebontftfes 
ttgreed  on  by  the  coi^mittee,  were  not  {uiEcrent  tojuftlfy 
the  cxpeSation  of  a  fupply.  The  bounties  already  agreed  bn 
v^ere  twenty  fcillings  for  every  qtiaiter  of  iVheat  bom  tl\e 
Mediterranean  and  the  coaft  of  Africa,  alid  fifteen  fhiUing^ 
Anly  from  the  Baltic  and  America.  The  higher  the  bounty 
the  better,  undoufofedly,  the  chance  of  a  fupply.  .He  -was 
aware  that  this  tnighc  be  carried  ad  infinitum ;  wit  it,  was  ik 
that  it  ihottld  be  cairied.  to  a  reafonable  extent,  or  it  would 
be  of  no  ufe  at  all ;  and  to. what  extent'  it  ought  to  be  carried  he 
would  prefently  (hew,  by  the  faireft  calculations.  He  under  « 
flood  tbatwheat  was  (bid  at  prefent  in  America  for  9s.  6d.  the 
bufiie),  which  was  at  the  rate  of  feventy-f>x  (billings  the 
tpiarter  •  and  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Claude  Scott,  a  cdebrat- 
tti  fa<E)or,  the  difference  in  quality  to  Engtiih  wheat  Was  at 
tbe  rate  of.  ten  (hillings  the  quarter ;  and  in  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  VVilfoni  another  celebrated  fador,  at  tbe  rate  of  fifteen 
(hillings  tbe  quarter.  He  was  authorized,  therefiore,  to  ad- 
^anit  the  opinion  of  one  as  well  as  the  other,  and  taking  the 
latter,  he  made  the  following  calculation* 

Ptr  garter. 
OngjiBal  ^icc  of  vl)cat  'm  the  Amerkan  market    £.    3     16         . 
PiflSBrcnce  io  ^ualit)-  to  SngUfh  whettt         -         .  O    '5 

Freight,  Ibc.  -  '  -  .-  -        o     16 

Jniiinnct  and  commiiTton         - .  •  -        p      S 

Chance  of  4amage        -  •  •  -0-8 

Profit  of  advcAturt        -  «  •  .08 

6    II 

-  Aedu^on  of  bounty        «        -        -        -*-  <>i.S 

T^ 

The  priceof  Engliib  wheat  at  prefent  in  the  market^  it  was  to 
berecolle£ted>  was  io8  (hillings  per  quarter  \  and  confe<|aentjy 
)t  American  wheat  could  not  be  fold  for  lefs  than  1 16  (hillings 
j^<rqiiarter«  there  was,  no  -chance  of  a  fupply.  If  he  went 
back  to  NovQmSer  the  difference  was  fiiH  greater,  for.then 
the  £ngli(h  wheat  was  fold  at  lOO  Shillings  per  quiirter* 
Upon  thefe  grounds'  he  propofed^n  extenfion  «f  the  bopnty 
upon  wheat  imported  from  America,  to  5s.  /trr>quarser  qiort, 
making  the  whole  bounty  tweiity  (hillings  per  quarter..  *  He 
(aid  he  was  ill  qualified  for  bringing  forward  any  motion ; 
and  if  he  had  any::id|i;a  that  ^the  right  honourable  «genileman 
meant  to  refift  it,  he  certainly  (hould  not  have  done  it ;  n^r 
(hould  be  have  done  it  if  ihe  committee  had  not  already 
grante;4  ^  bpumy  of  20.  (hillings  ^rr  quarter!  upon  torn^lm- 
portcd  from  other  places,  wheie  the  freight  and  di0c|i^y  ^f 

bringing 
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briagiog  it  hither  he  ackooyrlcfl^il  was  gre^lery  Imt  whfrc 
the  expe^ion  of  a  fupply .  wa^  lei's*  Mr^  Hu0ey  thea  moved 
"ihptaa  additional  bounty, .  equal  to  one,  third  of  thiB  hountfj 
already  agreed  to  be  eraoc^p^.  ^^  ^>^"  icn ported  into  Great 
Britain^  be  given  on  an  wheat,  or  wheat  flour,  unpofted  froa% 
l:he  colojdLes  of  Great  BriUiiH  or  the  United  Scates.of  A^c« 
rjca^  into  this  country."  *  ^    . 

.  lArJ  Sbtffi^ldSMfiihaJtnothiag  could  .be  nxp.re  uncertain 
than  calculations  upop  the  price  of  wheat  in  Amcf.ic;^,  ch^ 
priec  had  varied  in  a  nioft  extraordinary  mauacr  ^nd  ic.wa» 
likely  ^^ugh  competition  to  be  much  nighcf,  .Some  letters 
mentipn-flour,  ait  19s;  6d,  flerling^r  bufliel,  and  others  of  the 
8ch  Noveipher  ftate  ic  to  h^ve  fallen  to  i  is.  6Id.  but  he  co^->. 
Hd^red.  the  bounties  as  a  mere  facrifice  of  fo  much  nvo^.y  fflt 
the  veifl^cs  '^f  thofe  who  fancied  they  might  procqre  a  quHritit£ 
of  corafro9  abroad^  and  that  he  .had  not  oj»pofcd  them  left  \\ 
they  bad  not  been  granted,,  it  might  be  fald  hcre<iftcr  a-conii^ 
derable  quai^tity  wouhl  have  been  Imd  if  bounties  had  be^a 
oHtred. .  Oa.'a.formcr  day  he  had  ti:oubled  (he  Hpufc.witb 
bis  reafoos  for aSertlqg,, that  comparatively. >vjth  pur  WAi%t^ 
we  could.  acqiMre  but  a  very  inconfiderabiC  quantity  of  wheat 
from  other  countries  at  aay  c^^pen&e^-.and  thofe  peri^ns  who 
offered  a  bounty,  as  well  as  th<^e  who  attended  the  committee, 
were  of  the  iame  opinion.  Bounties  in  the  opinion  of  all  the 
merchants  who  had  been  oxamined,  would  proportionable 
raife.the  price  inthe  country  from  whence  t)ie  article,  is  to  he 
exported,  France,  Holland,  aiKl  the  Weft-Indios^  would 
follow,  thas  pricet  The  value  of  wheat  high  as  it  is  in  Eng- 
land, is  very  much  lower  than  in  France  aaid  Holhnd,  con- 
fequeotly  it  would  go  in  n^tral  veficls  to  thofe  countries.  He 
iaid  it  would  be  endlefs  to  attempt  by  bounties  to  ci>unter<» 
vail  the. high  price  in  other  countries,  and  if  we  cpuld  fucceed 
fo  far  by  extravagant  bouuties  as  to  darve  the  WeiUI.idie^, 
the  quantity  thus  acquired  would  not  furni/h  a  mouthful  to 
£ngl^.  Wfi  have  refourc^.  and  wholcfonic  fjubliitutes 
among  ourfelves,*  and  furely  if  we  could  obtain  iroin  abroad 
die  great  quantity  of  wheat  that  is  wanted,  to  make  up  the 
jifuai  Copfumption  of  this  country  in  times  of  plenty,  i:  would 
be  iru'mous  to  transfer  to  foreign  countries  for  the  purcbaie 
very  coniuiecably  more  than  fix  mill  ions  (tcrling,  e^clufive  of 
the  freight,  a  qustntity  of  tonnage  neany  equal  to  the  whole 
commercial  tonnage  of  Fi;aoce  in  her  moft  proipcrous  days, 
\y,ouId  be  wanted,  viz.  400,000  ions,  or  2,0^0  vclUs  of  200 
Xpns.cach.  H«|  added  we  (hcu  J  do  more  harn.  tn^in  good  by 
propoTing  bounties  which  cpul  1  not  be  efF<;^lual,  inafmuch 
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SI&  th«)r1eAd  ro  preTeAt  th«  people feom  ufingihdft  fubfti^tes 
which  may  leiSen  the  coniuiiiplMn'  of  wh«ac  iiAd&r  a  faJft 
expe£btioh  of  a  fupply.  We  have  already  ah  ample  fupply 
of  bar]ey>  oats,  and  poCattiiesy  and  we  may  have  ai  kail 
4oo,ooo  quarters  frOm  Iri^iafid.         >   ' 

Sir  Francis  Baring  fupportei)  Mr-*  Hufley,  ami  flated  the 
price  of  corn  in  America,  to  be  lefs  than  had  been  iBentiooed 
bv  Lord  Sheflkld  s  he  dedar<^,  he  thought  the  motion  feafi- 
bJe ;  if  a  bounty  of  20$.  per  gaiter  be  paid  upon  tfae'ioipotr** 
tation  of  corn  from  any  one  place,  k  ought  to  be  from  Ame« 
lica,  fince  our  expe^Sbtion  of  a  fupply  Iras  greater  ftxAn  that 
quarter  than  the  Mediterranean.  He  afTured  ihe  Houfe,  upon 
his  own  authority^  for  he  bad  a  targe  eftate  ther^,  that  be^ 
tween  the  24th  and  28th  of  Odober,  the  p#ice  of  corn  wa9 
9s.  6d.  and  los.  6d,  fierling  ^^r  quarter,  which  is  eijuivalent 
to  17$.  or  188.  currency.  He  agi«ed  perfedly  with  the  noble 
lord,  that  no  fupply  could  be  expeded  large  enough  for  otif 
deman^d,  becauie  there  was  no  great  quantity  of  corn  any 
where,  but  he  was  fatisfied  tka^a  larger  fupplj  w6ald  beob^ 
tained  6y  a  bounty  of  20s.  than  15$.  From  the  Mediterra« 
hean  we  conk)  have  very  little  txpeSation  of  ftipply  on  ac- 
tount  of  the  contiguity  of  Fran^;  and4ie  pledged  himfelf 
for  the  fad,  as  he  mentioned  it  from  hisowal^nowTedge,  that 
the  French  adually  fent  8,000,000  of  marks,  in  bars  of  fiU 
^cfy  laft  Odiober,  to  liamburgh,  for  the  purchafe  ef  corn  in 
the  north  of  Europe,  which  wa^equal  to  650,000.  flerling.  If 
they  had  it  in  contennplation-  to  procure  corn  at  one  plaee  in  this 
manner,  they  muil:  alfo  had  it  in  contemplation  to  pfoeure  it 
from  another ;  and  of  courfe,  as  the  harvefts  had  this  year  been 
deficient  in  thefouth  of  P'rance,  where  they  have  ufually  been 
fo  abundant,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  they  haVe  endca^ 
voured  to  procure  fupplies  from  the  mediterranean,  as  well  as 
frcm  the  nurth  of  Europe.  He  thought  we  could  expeiS  but 
little  from  the  Baltic ;  and  therefore  as  America  Kad  laft  year 
afforded  us  above  a  million  of  quarter?,  the  preference  ihould 
be  given  to  it. 

Ti^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  he  digered  from 
the  noble  lord  and  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him, 
jn  opinion  on  the  queftion.  He  was  not  he  faid  fat^uiite  in 
his  hopes  that  any  great  fupply  could  be  acquired  by  importa^ 
tion;  he  did  not  neverthelefs  defpair  that  feme  advantage 
might  be  gained  that  way ;  and  therefore  be  would  agree  to 
thcMncreaie  of  bounty  pfopofed.  He  was  free  to  fay,  that  be 
thought  we  were  to  look  rather  to  the  internal  meafure  of  mix* 
cd  biead  than  to  any  ejrternal  lemedy.     If  our  intrrna^re* 

fources 
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iburceS)  could,  however  be  at  all  aided  by  external  fupplies^ 
the  idea  ought  not  to  be  relinquiflied  fof  5s.  additional  bounty 
per  quarter^  which,  compared  with  the  advantage,  was  little 
or  no  conftderation.  He  trufted  that  the  regulation  refpeAing 
bread  would  be  fo  diiFufed  by  the  example  of  the  Lords  and 
.Commons,  and  of  pcrfons  of  rank,  both  by  their  individual 
and  colleilive  exertions,  that  the  nece/lity  of  importation 
would  in  a  great  degree  he  fuperfcdei  and  thus  the  country 
l^c  more  eafily  and  cheaper  benefited. 

If,  as  the  honourable  baronet  (Sir  Francis  Baring)  had 
faid,  that  we  (bould  excite  a  competition  with  the  >rencb, 
he  had  no  hope  that  we  (bould  be  ferved  before  them  if  they 
had  (pecie  to  buy  ;  when  he  conHdered  the  want  of  money  in 
France  and  the  degree  to  which  their  finances  were  exhauftcd, 
aiot'oniy  for  external  operations,  but  even  to  maintain  tHeir 
domeflic  exertions,  he  had  no  reafon  to  think  this  competition 
vmh  tiS  would  in  any  great  degree  take  place  in  foreign  coun- 
tries* He  was  however  induced  to  accede  to  the  motion,  in 
order  to  fecure  erery  poifibk  advantage.  The  rate  of  bounty 
given  was  confiderable ;  and  ihould  be  apportioned  to  different 
markets.  .  Such  was  at  firft  his  idea  in  making  the  bounty  for 
Americati  fupplies  kfs;  but  as  he  felt  that  the  competition 
with  France  might  in  fbme  degree  operate,  he  changed  his 
original  idea,  and  therefore  he  would  vote  of  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Lord  SA^r/(/ replied  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  proved  what  he  did  not  intend  ;  if  the  French  had  not 
money  to  purchafe  corn  the  competition  would  ceafe,  and 
bounties  would  be  unneceflary.  His  lordihip  explaincrdand 
fupportcd  the  ftatementhe  had  made. 

Mr.  Joddrellt^iA  he  thought,  if  the  prefent  bounties  would 
not  do,  that  no  higher  would  be  of  avail,  and  would  only  fee 
the  avarice  of  one  nation  againd  that  of  another,  without  pro-> 
ducing  good.  He  declared  his  own  opinion  was  that  our  chief 
refource  was  to  be  fought  in  the  improvement  of  our  own 
country,  and  the  cultivation  of  our  wafte  lands. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  Mr.  HuiTey's  motion,  and  agreed 
to. 

Sir  PeUr  Burrel  moved,  that  a  bounty  equal  to  three-fifrhs 

iias.)  of  the  Bounty  agireed  to  by  the  Houfe,  in  the  prefent 
rflion  of  parliament,  for  the  exportation  of  every  quarter  of 
corn  from  the  Mediterancan,  be  granted  upon  every  qnarter 
at  prefent  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  and  under  the  )L\\il'^ 
locks;  which  was  agreed  toi  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  next  day. 

Vox-.  II.  1795.  +B  The 
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;  The  rsport  of  the'committee  on  the  corn  impomtion  boun* 
17  was  ordered  J»  be  reotivcd 

MUTINY  BILL. 

Mr.  SUete  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tbie 
mutiny  bill. 

Tbi  Secretary  at  War  brought  up  a  claufe  for  making  the 
fame  allowance  as  laft  year  to  inn*keepers»  who  ihallfhave 
certain  numbers  of  foldiers  and  horfes  quartered  lipon  Oiem; 
and  alfo  for  refervine  a  power  to  alter  parts  of  die  htllio^thc 
prefent  feffion  of  parliament;  which  being reid  and  agreed'to, 
the  BiD  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Friday  the  i^th^ 
if  then  engroffcd. 

HORSB  DUTY  BILL. 

The  Houfe  having  irciblved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  for  granting  a  duty.on  horfes. 

Thi  Chancilhr  efthe  Exchefuer  &id,  that  fince  he  had  pro- 
pofe4  this  taxt  it  appeared  to  him,  from  the  fuggeftioQ  of 
others^  that  there  were  ceruin  horfes  which  it  would  faveesqpc^ 
dieiK^tD  exempt  from  the  impoft  under  this  bill.  It  wou|dre- 
nK|ia  with  tbofe  who  kept  the.  bodes  to  ftate  the  number  of 
theoa  that  came  under  the  ^empiion*  in  a  M»  .which  they 
ibould  be  required  %a  g\w  ia|  and  tfae»oi5cer,  who  was  to  coU 
led  the  duty,  wo^ldjudgeof  the  propriety  of  thftli/t;  ifer« 
roneous,  he  would  of  couxie  furcharge  the  party  >  and  be  ief« 
ponlible  if  be  made  any  impofl:  that  was  not  warranted  by.  the 
a^  The  horfes  which  he  meant  to  be  exempted  from  the 
duty  of  this  bill,  were  generally  all  tbofe  that  had  not  been  ufed 
to  work*  There  was  another  delcripuon  of  hor(es  which  he 
thought  it  expedient  to  exempt  from  the  duty  of  this  bill ;  they 
were  thofe  that  were  ufed  in  fbme  employmenu  b  Scotland 
and  Wales^  and  which  were  of  a  very  low  value.  He  ihouM 
therefore  propofe^  that  all  working  horfes,  that  were  under 
thirteen  hands  high,  reckoning  four  inches  to  the  hand,  ibould 
be  exempted  from  the  duty.  In  order  to  orevent  firaud  as  to 
the  number  of  horfes  to  be  exempted,  he  fliould  propofe  that 
the  perfoos  keeping  fuch  horfes,  Ihould  deliver  in  a  lift  of  them 
to  the  officer  who  coUedcd  the  tax,  and  allow  them  to  be  in^ 
^)e£bd  and  meafured  on  demand. 

Thefe  rcguladons  were  afterwards  propofed  to  the  com- 
mittee and  adopted,  and  the  report  was.  ordered  to  be  receiv-* 
ed. 

The  odier  Bill,  for  a  new  duty  on  horfes  ufed  for  plealure 
pafled  the  committee,  and  the  report  Was  ordered  to  be  ^c- 
ceived  next  day.  -    -      . 
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Yhe  Bill  for  granting  duties  on  pl«6ire  kocfrs  iivas  com- 
mitted, and  tAu  Ro/t  moved  a  daufc  to  exempt  from  theduty, 
horfes  ufed  byperfons  in  the  yeomanry  cavalry^  &c.  read  and 
irgreAlto. 

Mr,  JVdberforci  cxpreffcd  his  wifli  that  fmall  freeholders 
Imnjg  on  Freeholds  from  lol.  to  15I.  per  year,'  Ihould  be  ex*- 
•mpted  from  the  duty.' 

'    The'Chonciltor  of  the  Exchequer  affcntcd  to  the  propriety  of 
the  bieaftire. 

'The  rtport  was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  received 
ttext  day,— Adjourned. 


^^1  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  December  jy. 

'  Thd  order  of  the  day,  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Ldart 
Bill,  being  read. 

The  Earivf  Laudei^dale  faid,  their  lordffiips  pt'obably  tfiought 
it  fomewhat  ftranjge^  ks  U  certainly  was  not  common  for  thd 
Houfe  to  befommoned  ujpona  loan  tiil};  but  the  loan  of 
the  prefent  year  was  t)f  fo  ttnprecedented  a  nature,  that  ht 
thought  binrfelf  not  only  juftified,  but  barelpr  doing  his  duty, 
by  calling  their  attention  to  die  iingular  circumf^ahces  con- 
mStti  wrth  the  tranfadion.     In  making  the  prefent  loan,  a 

target  and  more  extraordinary  Iwus  was  given  than  had  evet 
leretofore  been  given;  and  that  iyftem  of  competition  lofl-, 
which,  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  flate  the  benefits  of  it,  he 
could  not  do  it  more  forcibly  than  had  been  done  by  that  per^ 
fon  who  in  the  prefent  inftance  had  departed  from  it  and  wh6 
in  an  elegant  harangue  had  pronounced  it  to  be  founded  on  fo 
good  a  principle,  that  he  had  even  made  a  bad  bargain  two 
yearfi  ago  for  the  fake  of  eftablifhing  it.  The  principle  there-^ 
fore  having  coft  the  public  fo  large  a  fum  ought'never  to  have: 
been  departed  from.  He  believed  it  would %e  found  that  the 
lofs  to  the  public,  upon  this  occafion,  amounted  to  the  enor« 
mous  fum  of  two  millions;,  and  the  loan  was  concluded  under 
circumftances  altogether  unprecedented.  Inftead  of  htxng 
concluded  upon  that  day  which  by  public  notice  it  was  to  be  con- 
cluded ohf  it  was  concluded  two  days  previous;  and  thde  per« 
fons  who  had  been  invited  and  were  willing  to  become  com- 
petitors were  thereby  on  the  fuddeo  excluded.  Inftead  of  be* 
ing  conchided»  alfo,  but  a  day  or  two  previous  to  the  fiate* 
mcnt  (Xf  it  in  pa(liamenC>  it  was  completed  near  a  fortnight 
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hefore  that  dme } -So  that  t,be  nlnifler totally  loitlall  the  be«? 
.xiefit -which  inict^enitig  acciiicncs  mi^t  have  given. .hiou^ 
iThe  pecimiar^damage  fu&aincd  by  the  couutry,  wa&hoivcver- 
in  his  of»inton,  the  ieaft  of  the  evil;  the  great  imfcbief.was; 
tksft' rhe  ^ode  and'Circumftances  of  the.  tn(i]£i£lion  ttfided  to 
ddlroy  the  fyftem  of  competition  kfelf.     The  contraAors  fior 
the  lad  loan  it  was  faid  had  the  promife  of  precedence  in  die 
prefeff t  >  if  that  wf  re  the  fa^,  vvhy  not  have  ftated  the  circtim^ 
ftance  to  thofe  who  would  be  competitors ;     Why  not  have 
lairly  nfia<le  them  acquainted  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe^  that 
they  might  know  under  what  circumftances  they  were  invlied 
to  hid.     To  have  done  fo,  would  have   been  a£ling  ingenur* 
oufly,  though  he  was  far*  from  recommending  fuch  prafltoe. 
His  wifli  was  to  have  the  fyftem  of  competition  entirely  open 
and  unOiackled.     No  man  had  more  jufty,  or  could  ha\^ 
more  emphatically,  extolled  the  fvftem  of  competition  than 
^he  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  fo  fully  convinced 
was  lie  of  the  value  of  that  fyftem  to  the  publici  that  he  had 
adopted  it  even  firft  at  an  expence  to  the  country  and  ddPended 
t%e  lofs,  then  ihcurred  by  the  value  of  the  principle  obttuned 
and  eftabKflied  {  fie  had  afterwards  found  ic  anfwer,  and  de- 
rived  great  and  important  financial  advantage  from  it.    It  was 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  the  more  to  be  watched  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftancc,  thrt-cfore,  becaufe,  notwithftanding  the  ntiSty 
and  advantage  of  ^r  and  open  competition,  the  minifler  who 
had  gloried  in  introducing  it  had  totally  abandoned  it  faknrclf ; 
and  by  the  manner  in  which  the  prefent  loan  bad  been  conchtded^ 
It  would  be  impoflible  for  him,  or  any  future  minifler,  ever  to 
negoCiate  any  future  loan  loan  upon  mat  fyilem  of  Fair  oompe- 
titidn,  becaufe  thofe  who  were  theproper  perfbns  to  treat  with 
for  a  loaif  never  would  be  hereafter  perfuadcd,  that  they  were 
to  be  treated  fairly  and  impartially,  nor  would  they  have  any 
conliJence  in  thofe  who  defircd  them  to  give  in  their  terms. 
The  Earl  faid,  thefe  were  his  principal  obje£lions  tothe  loaa, 
and  the  fafts  upon  which  they  were  grounded  were  fufficiently 
known  to  that  Houfe  and  to  the  country,  bnt  too  mueh  ccuM 
hot  be  faid  upon  the  principle  features  of  this  tranfaAton,  atid 
the  tendency  of  it  as  a  meafure  of  finance.    It  wouM  they  all 
fcrlfew,  beancafymatter,  bccaufeitwas  alreaily,  hemighttey, 
proved,  to  fhcw  that  the  minifler  was  not  driven  by  nec^ty 
tV5  fb  bad  a  bargain,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  much  better 
terms  might  have  been  obtained.     The  principal  defence  that 
had  bi^eii  fet  up  was,  that  by  concluding  this  bargain  foearlr, 
the  advantage  that  would  reftilcfrom  fhewing  our  enemies  ebe 
nation  could  raife  eighteen  millions  fterling  imtnediately,  and 
by  that  means  provide  from  the  neceflary  expenditure  of  the 
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next  jftait,  and  imprefe  them.witli  a  higk  feofe  of  the  financul 
reibuTces  of  the  country  at  a  time  when  their  own  was^  accor«* 
diag'fo tfaerepcefentations  of  minifterS)  in  fo .  dejplorahk  a  ftate. 
The  advantage  however  be  its  value  what  it  mighty  was  mone 
dicttoooniertedancedbynianifefiBig  totbe  warM  tfa^ahad  coft. 
the  contuiy  above  two  millions  to  raife  eighteen-;  from  that 
hStj  he  was  perfuaded,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  our  fituation 
would,  not  appear  to  be  fo  profperous  as  mimfters  wiihed.tbe 
Fjrench  and  others  to  imagine.  The  loan  ought  not  he  con* 
tended  to  have  been  concltided  (o  early,  but  that  time  (hogld 
have  been  allowed  for  £ur  competition,  by  which  the  coun- 
try would  have  eventually  been  great  gainers.  Suppofing 
evcor.that  any  temporary  demands  required  immediate  pay* 
meot,  it  wtould  have  b«n  much  better,  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  EoDchequer  had  done  what  he  could  have  very  eafiljr 
doiie»  viz*  raifed  a  temporary  loan,  or  sflued  Exchequer  Bills 
for -what  he  wanted,  to  be  repaid  whenever  the  .greater  loaa 
was  fettled  by  compedtion  on  ii»  moft  favourabk  terms  for 
Aepahliq  or  hrmigbt  have  come  down  for  a  vote  cf  oreditr 
He  might  have  done  that  and  referved  the  large  loa^  till  a  mom 
advantageous  moment;  Thofe  who  had  die  :meiaey  would 
have  readily  giv^n  it  upon  thofc  Exchequer  Bills,  becauie  they 
would  have  bad  ioterefl  upon  it  tiU  the  great  l^an  was  made; 
inftead  of  which,  many  of  them  had  taken  their  money  front 
other  advantageous  purpofcsr,  and  been  without  intcreiir  Un 
two  months,  in  bapcs  that,  if  the.  fyftem  of  competition  \V^ 
adhered  to,  they  might  have  had  dtie  coatratSl  £ur  the  great 


In  comparing  this  with  all  former  loans,  th6  extravs^ganoe 
of  the  hcnus  appeared  to  be  unprecedented.  On  loans  mado 
by  lord  North  during  the  American  War,  the  aggregate  of 
which  amounted  to  57^000,0001.  the  whole  fum  .paid  as  a 
tonus  i\A  not  exceed  2,500,000!.  and  in  the  prefent  inftancf^ 
on  a  loan  of  i8,ooo,oooi.  the  minifter  had  given  a  tonus  of 
a,ooo/x?d.  which  was  within  500,oocl.  of  ^1  that  was  paid 
on  the  loans  daring  the  American  war.  And  while  he  de-* 
fcribed  the  neceffity  of  adhering  to  the  fyftem  of  competicion 
which  the  prcient  loan  tended  to  annihilate,  they  ought  to  re^ 
coUeft  that  the  minifier  had  borrowed  a  fum  of  not  lefs  ih^n 
51,000,0001.  fmce  February  laft.  He- contended  ftrenuouily« 
diat.  inftead  of  the  impreflion  which  this  tran&£iion  would 
have  upon  the  enemy  as  {{ated  by  minifters,  it  would,  from 
thecircumftarxe  of  the  cafe,  and  the  notorious  fads  attcnd«« 
ing  it,  in  bis  opinion,  produce  an  impreifioQ  diredlythe  re« 
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verk^  and  not  mutch  to  the  credit  of  the  fioahcUI  relburces^ 
this  country, 

.   Nor  were  the '  cirtumftance  of  the  loan  and  the  tl  inf:.at,trfiicb 
it  had  been  made,  alone  deferving  of  remark  and  rcpretienfioo; 
there  were  other  topics  his  lordAip  iaid  connedcd  with  it  dUt 
were  worthy  of  notice ;  befides  the  Hate  of  the  funds,  ao4  the 
cxifting  circumftances  of  both  countries  at  the  time,  the  mill 
nifter  feemed  to  know  fomething  ipore  which  he  ought  to  have 
to  the  advantage  of  the  public.     After^the  loan  was  conclude- 
td,  all  competition  having  previoufly  been  excluded,  Ju)d  a 
pre-detcrmination  in  &vour  of  a  particular  (et  of  men,  then,  as 
if  the  Miniiler  had  not  been  content  with  the  extxavagaiH  io* 
nus  given,  be  brought  down  a  meiniage  from  his  Majefty  In 
^icating  peace^  the  nature  and  contents  of  which,  it  M^outdf 
%t  in  vain  to  fay  he  was  ignorant  of  till  the  moment  it  caiM 
down,  and  the  tS^St  of  wUch  die  minifter  well  knew;  hq  well 
knew  would  raift  the  funds,  and  in  kBt  it  was  univerfaUy  )iMfmii 
thatit  adually  producedamonftrous  advantage  to  thole  who  fecm 
cdtobein  thefecr^;  it  would  therefore  be  no  very  difficult  mit-. 
ter  to  proyci  that  perfons  muft  have  had  a  tolerable  gobd^iiffi 
Aat  the  meitage  would  make  its  a^^arance  in  the  mxpc^ 
manner,  and  at  the  very  time  that  It  did.    It  was  notorious' 
that  one  perfbn  had  fpeculated  largely  indeed  under  the  ap* 
pearance  of  fuch  an  impreffion.     The  events  whicS  had  prt>^ 
duced  the  me&ge,  the  fliort  experience  which  minifters  bad. 
had  of  the  new  government  of  France,  and  the  terms  and 
meaninfy  andeffed  of  the  mefiage  itfelf,  were  of  theoifelves 
fuch  fingular  and  ftriking  circumftances,  the  myfterious  du- 
plicity of  conduct  which  the  miniftcrshad  (hewn,  his  lordibip' 
&id,  could  not  be/ufficiently  reprobated.      As   no  pcriba 
could  believe  that  minifters  were  ignorant  of  the  events  that 
produced  the  mdGige,  before  the  loan  was  concluded^  and  the  ef* . 
kA  it  certainly  would  produceon  the  funds,  by  holding  outthe 
probable  approach  ofpeace,  they  were  he  contended  highly  cupa-* 
ble  in  not  making  yfe  of  their  knowledge  and  information,  and 
turning  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  country,  inftead  of  purfiiii^ 
the  contrary  line  of  condud,  which  they  had  done.    He  would 
Rot,  the  earl  faid,  accufe  any  man  of  being  corrupt;  it  was  not 
the  fafhion  to  confider  the  minifter  in  thefe  days  as  corrupt;  in 
the  times  of  lord  North  the  fafhion  was  otherwife.    It  wa^ 
then  the  pradice  to  watch  the  conduct  of  the  minifter  in 
making  his  loans,  with  jealoufy  and  vigilance.     He  miift  fay^ 
that  there  never    was  a  tranfadlion  which,  on  the  face  of  k» 
would  create  more  fuipicioa   and  d.iftruft  pf  the  purity  of 

mi- 
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fninifters  than  the  prcfcnt.  ThougK  he  i^lght  qot  think  h|m* 
fdf  warranted  to  cbarze  them  dircdiy  witn' pefronal  corrup* 
tion,  yet  the  circumftances  of  this  Wan  were  Aich  as  forxnej 
one  6(  the  raoft  powerful  inftrument^  of  corruption,  and 
aifbrded,  an  .opportunity  for  its  being  fafely  ufcd,  that  they 
could  have  invented ;  and  to  (hew  that  this  was  the  opinion 
of  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  much  conne<3ed  with  mini-: 
fters,  on  a  former  occafion,  he  read  Mr.  Dundas's  defcriptioii 
of  fuch  a  trahfaflion,  by  his  defence  of  lord  North,  in  the 
year  1781,  when  the  fairnefs  of  the  loan  of  that  year  was  at- 
tacked, and  queftioned.  The  late  loan,  he  faid,  was  ten  times 
more  extravagant  than  all  of  the  loans  of  lord  North,  an4 
diredl/ia  the  teeth  of  the'  principle  of  the  right  honourable 
genclemfan  himlelf,  the  principU  of  competition,  of  which  bf 
had  fpc^kep  with  fo  much  eloquent  emphafis.  His  lordfbip  c'on« 
<Iuded  by  declaring  thofe  which  he  had  ftated  to  be  the  princi-; 
pal  grounds  of  his  oppofition  to  this  bill.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
noble  Idrd's  fpeech,  he  faid  he  bi^ieved  it  would  be  found  chaf 
the  pubfic  lofs  of  two  milltqris  ^^^^x  upon  a  loan  C^f  cighteca 
millions,  would  have  paid  offune  ftxth  of  the  ati^unt  of  a!!  the 
af&gftats  iflued  in  France  ;'alanguage  that  he  w^^niitled  ta 
believe,  in  confequenci  of  the  fort  of  reafoning,  that  he  had 
of  late  been  (b  much  in  the  habit  of  hearing  from  minifters 
refpeAing  French  (inancesV.  The  enquiry  ihftituted  in  another 
place,  his  lofdihip,  infmuated  would  be  pregnant pffofne  pretty 
extraordinary  fads  and  proceedings.        .       ' 

Lotil  Grenvilli  pcrfe^ly  agreed  with  the  Jioble  lordj  thaf 
the  principle  of  competition  in  borrowiiig  money  for  the 
fervice  of  government,  was  ah  excellent  one,  and  was  rather, 
pteafedthan  not,  on  hearing  complaints  of  the  violation  of  4. 
pirinciple  edabliflicd  by  the  prefent  government..  As  a  general 
principle,  his  lordfhip  faid,   he  had   already  admitted,  and 
fhould  be  ever  ready  to  admit  its  excellence.    But  that,  in  the- 
fituation  of  the  country,  under  no  circumllanqes  whatever,  it^ 
would  be  prudent  and  proper  to  depart  fron^  it,  was  what  he' 
was  not  fo  ready  to  admit.     The  noble  earl's  fpeech  naturall j 
divxded  iifelf  into  two  branches;  the  firft,  that  the  bonus  wz%l 
too  extravagant;  and  next,  that  competition  (hould  never  be' 
loft  fight  of.     He  agreed,  that  the  heft  terms  for  the  public 
ought  always  to  be  got,  but  he  denied  .tha(. the  bonus  was  f(|', 
great  as  the  noble  earl  had  ftated  it  \o  be.     The  noble  earJ^" 
in  his  calculation,  had  taken  all  as  lofs  to  the  country,  without, 
allowing  any  thing  for  the  advantage  of  the  lenders.      He' 
hadtakeiiin  both  rntcreft  and  difcount,  with  the  accidental 
rife  of  ftock^,  to  make  out  what  he  termed  the  bonus^  which' 
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was  not  hiT ;  the  totms  was  but  4^  per  cent,  and  it  fliouU  be 
recoDefied,  fome  dnueur  muft  always  be  given,  or  the  loan 
cxnild  not  be  made.    In  the  examination  of  former  loans,  he 
believed  ic  would  appear,  that  five  or  fix  per  cent,  was  the 
general  average  of  late  years ;  the  terms,  dierefere,  of  the  late 
loan  prefented  an  advantage  lb  immenfe,  that  if  he  had  ftated, 
cm  Hhic  firft  day  of  parliament^  that  a  fum  of  eighteen  mtlliofis 
could  have  been  borrowed  at  that  rate,  4ie  believed  he  ihouM 
have  been  credited  bat  by  very  few ;  indeed,  he  doubted  whe* 
tfaer  they  would  not  have  fuppofed  him  mad  or  in&toated; 
▼et  fuch  was  the  faS.    With  regard  to  what  the  noble  earl 
had  ftated  of  a  fmall  temporary  loan,  that  would,  in  hb 
opinion,  have  been  the  worft  poffiUe  policy,  and  the  moft  im« 
prudent  meafure  that  could  have  been  adopted ;  it  was  one 
which,  upon  any  confideration,  be  ibould  have  thought  it  his 
duty  to  oppofe.     In  its  coofeqoences  it  muft  have  tended  to 
give  us  the  moft  defpicable  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  our 
enemies.     **  See,''  they  would  hdive  faid,  ^  to  what  fliifts  the 
niinifter  of  England  is  reduced,  when  he  is  obliged  to  nego- 
tiate  a  (mail  loan  for  the  exigency  of  the  moment;  a  clear 
proof,  that  the  finances  of  that  country  are  fo  difordered,  and 
their  refources  fo  reduced,  that  he  could  not  compafe  a  larger, 
and  was  unable  to  raife  all  the  fupplies  of  a  year  of  war  ;*' 
while,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  method  purfued,  we  had  con- 
vinced our  enemy,  we  had  declared  it  to  all  Europe,  that  our 
refources  were  in  the  moft  ilourifliing  ftate ;  that  our  finances 
were  capable  of  affording  ftrong  and  efteAual  affiftance  \  and 
that  we  were  prepared  and  able  to  purfue  the  war  with  vigour 
and  refolution.    If  they  had  not  concluded  the  bargain  as  they 
had  done,  and  the  courfe  of  events  had  not  turned  out  as  thej 
did,  it  might  have  been  objeAed  to  them,  **  Why  did  you 
not  conclude  when  you  might  have  made  an  advantageous 
agreement  ?  you  might  have  agreed  when  ftocks  were  higher 
than  at  prefenr."     The  late  rife  in  the  ftocks  had  been  occa« 
fioned  by  the  various  accounts  of  procefles,  and  the  rapid  and 
vifible  depreciation  of  the  refources  of  the  French.    They 
could  not  abfolutely  forefee  that  one  army  would  be  totally 
ruined,  and  another  difperfed ;  nor  could  they  tell  that  Man- 
heim  would  furrender  in  ten  days  after  the  trenches  were 
opened  againft  it.     Yet  thefe  fucceftes  of  our  allies,  he  re- 
peated it,  were  the  caufe  of  the  rife  of  ftocks ;  and,  by  that 
rife,  of  the  large  benefit  accruing  to  the  contradors  of  the 
loan.     At  the  moment  the  loan  was  concluded,  it  was  iodif- 
putably  a  bargain  for  eighteen  millions,  made  on  terms  highly 
beneficial  to  the  country,  and  well  warranted  by  the  then 
exifting  circumftances. 

With 


fc6.  t70  WOODFALL^S  PAAtlAMENtARV  REPORTS.        ffi 

With  fe(pt&  to  the  circurnftances  otthe  tsanfadioa  teiid-^ 
ing'  V94e&rqy  the  principle  of  competition  in^th^  cafe  of  future 
loHiiSy.a  pfincipk  admitted,  on  all  hands,  to  be  highly  advan- 
tige^u^  to  the  co^ntry,  it  was^  not  necefTarv  that  ihe  fhould 
long  detain  their  lord(htps.     It  would  not  reft  upon  ailettion^ 
it  was  in  a  train  of  inveftigation  in  the  other  Houfe ;  and  a 
competent  tribunal  would  decide.  The  noble  earl  relied  much 
on  the  eSedt  of  the  melTage  lately  delivered,  and  the  propriety 
of  wMtng  until  that  had  been  made  public-    It  was  impoflible 
ibrvhim  to  fay  exaflly,  what  proportion  of  efFeA  that  had  . 
upon  cbe  funds  of  the  country  s  that  meflage,  however,  had 
been  greatly  mifapprchcnded  without  doors,  and  confequently 
ifiucb/ mifrepreientation  had  prevailed  refpe£ling  it.      Some 
bad  proceeded  to  think  that  a  negotiation  was  already  com* 
menced**  others,  that  it  was  on  the  point  of  being  concluded ) 
and  others  had  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  think  that  peace  was 
isimediately  to  be.  had.     The  hSt  that^as  he  had  faid  the  firft 
iday>Qf  the  ieffion)  that  he  thought  the  piefe^t. government  of 
France  a  bad  government  for  tbofe  who  were*  to  live  under 
it,  and  not  unexeeptionable  as  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  yet  it 
was  {q  hr  amuth  better  government  than  any  fort  of  govern-^ 
ment  they  had  before  ieen^  that  his-Majefty's  minifters  had 
thought  it  a -fit  thiixg  to  advtfe  hi$  M^efty  to  fend  a  meflage, 
declaring  that'matters,  refpedling  the  government  of  France^ 
had  come  to  fucha  crifis,  diat  he  was  ready  to  profefs  bis  dif- 
pofition  to  negotiate,  ^vhenever  a  fimilar  difpofition  ftiould  be 
mani£sfted  on  the  part  of  France.     With  regard  to  .the  com^ 
pacifon  of  the  i(muSf  on  our  loan  of  eighteen  million^,,  with  a 
financial,  operation  of  France,  certainly  he  would  not  copy  the 
example  of  France,  nor  were  the  two  operations  at  all  ana- 
logous; ours  was  a  voluntary  loan,  raifed.at  4^  per  cent, 
they,  certainly  gave  nothing  b^nus^  for  a  forced  loan,  but  they 
took  away  from  thofe  individuals,  feleeted  and  compelled  to 
take  it  at  95  per  cenU  of  his  principal,  the  moment  they 
became  holders;  of  the  affignats.    His  lordibip  concluded  with 
'  declaring,  that  he  rejoiced  at  the  enquiry  that  had  been  ad-> 
mitted^.and  had  no  doubt,  that  the  refult  would  prove  highly 
]bonourabte  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The^  Eari  9/.  Lauderdale  xofe  to  reply,  and  faid,.he.wpuld 
not.  detain  their  lordfliips  long,  but  he  muft.make  a  £i^w 
obfervations  on  wfaac  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord.  He  mvift 
•partly  difier  from  the  noble  lord,  and.  partly  regret  wha;  he 
had  heard.  In  the  firft  place,  he  rejoiced  in  common  with 
the  noble  lord,  that  the  tranfa^ion  to  which  he  had  alluded  at 
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fo  much  length,  was  to  be  a  fubje^l  of  enquiry.  His  lordlhip 
faid,  he  muft  cont€D4  againft  the  noble  lord's  aficrtion,  that 
five  or  fix  pir  ctnU  had  been  the  ufual  bonus  of  all  modern 
loans.  Upon  an  average,  he  believed  he  might  venture  to  afferc 
fhac  4^  pir  csfU,  would  be  found  to  be  nearer  the  amount. 
The  appearaocf  was  ftrong  againil  the  minifter  of  corrupt 
pra<Sice,  in  violating  his  own  principle  of  competition,  and 
lofing  two  millions  of  the  public  money,  by  the  preference 
given  to  MeflTrs.  Boyd,  Benfield,  and  Co,  The  minifter 
muft  have  known  what  would  be  the  efFcA  of  the  meilage^ 
and  thereJForQ  ovght  to  have  taken  advantage  of  it  for  the 

Kblic.  With  refpefl  to  the  explanation  which  the  noble 
y1  had  given  of  rhe  late  mefiage  from  his  Majefty  to  par- 
liament, he  was  extremely  forry  to  learn  it ;  he  had  flattered 
himfelf,  that  all  the  idle  pundtilio,  from  which  ftde  the  firft 
propofition  towards  peace  ihould  come,  had  been  fome  time 
fince  got  over  and  abandoned.  He  did  not  imagine  that  the 
negotiation  was  going  on,  or  in  forwardnefs,  nor  did  he  mean 
to  aflc  minifters  any  fuch  queftion,  but  it  was  with  extreme 
regret  that  be  heard,  that  it  was  only  meant,  that  his  Majefly 
was  diibofed  to  treat,  when  the  French  government  (hould 
manifeit  a  diipofition  to  treat.  The  noUe  lord  was,  he  &id, 
miftaken  in  conceiving,  that  he  revered  the  form  of  govern* 
ment  in  France  lefs,  at  prefent,  than  he  had  done  of  old,  at 
leaft  as  far  as  a  retrofpe^  of  the  laft  two  years  would  com- 
prehend. He  had  only  contended,  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  prefent  principles  and  fonn  of  the  French  governmept 
better  adopted  to  treating,  or  to  negotiation,  than  there  had 
been  beforr,  unlefs  in  the  whimfical  drefles  of  the  ancients,  tbe 
council  of  500,  or  any  of  the  committee. 

Lord  GrntuilU  faid,  it  was  wholly  uruieceflary  for  him  to 
do  more,  than  repeat  what  he  had  faid  on  the  day  of  the 
meflage,  vis.  that  the  prefent  government  of  France  was  a 
bad  government  for  thofe  who  were  to  live  under  it,  but 
that  it  was  fuch  as  bis  Majefty  might  be  advifed  to  treat 
with.  His  words  had  been  ftudied  words,  words  of  pre<» 
meditation,  in  which  he  had  carefully  avoided  faying  any  thing 
further  than  the  meffikge  itfelf  imported.  Whenever  nego. 
tiation  fliould  appear  likely  to  be  agreed  on,  fuch  an  idle 
hunAilio  of  who  was  to  make  the  firft  advance,  could  never 
be  fuScred  to  bar  the  commencement  of  a  treaty. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  iecond  timc>  and  the  Houfe  ad» 
journed. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tburfdajy  Dicemb^  17. 

A  ftlelHlgc  from  the  lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  their 
lordfhips  had  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the  commons  in 
diebill  for  the  fafety  and  prefer vation  of  hU  Majefty^t  perfoa 
;lnd  government. 

CORK  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Hobari  brought  up  the  report  of  thfc  corn  committee 
for  granting  bounties  on  importation,  which  was  received  and 
immediately  re-committed. 

The  Houfe  having  refoIVed  itfelf  into  a  committee  and  gone 
through  the  bilf,  the  fcveral  refolutions  vi^re  read. 

Sir  Peter  Burrel  made  fome  objedlions  to  the  claufe  for  li- 
miting importation  to  certain  ports,  and  wished  to  extend  it. 

Mr.  Ryder  replied,  that  the  provifioh  was  ma!le  for  the 
purpofe  of  having  efficient  judges  to  examine  the  grain  im- 

Sorted ;  and  it  was  thought  neceflaryi  in  order  to  efFe<^  this 
cfirable  purpofe,  to  prevent  irhportatioh  to  any  ports  that 
fiad  not  ufually,  in  6ne  year,  imported  an  hundred  quarters. 
If,  then,  this  regulation  were  ever  broken  through  by  ex* 
tending  it,  agreeably  to  the  honourable  baronet's  wifb,  other 
gentlemen  might  be  inclined  to  ^tend  it  ftill  farther. 

After  a  {hof-tconverfation,  the  Houfe  refumed,  and  the  re- 
port was  received. 

HORSE  btJtT.^     ' 

Mr.  Hobari  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committed  on  the 
bin  for  impofing  duties  on  every  hbffe,'  tAzxt  or  gelding,  colt,' 
filleyor  mule. 

Colonel  Rolle  wifli'ed  for  a  clauft  to  exftipt  brood  mares. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  fuppofed  they  were 
too  valuable  for  people  to  object  to  the  piayment  of  a  duty  of 
two  IhilKnes.  ...... 

Mr.  JoUiffe  difapproved  of  the  principle,  as  brood  mares* 
like  cows,  are  part  of  the  buftandry  of  the  ium ;  but  he  di4 
not  obje£l  to  the  tax,  as  it  was  fo  trifling. 

Mr^  Rofe  propofed  a  claufe  for  exemptiflg  poft-borfes,  as 
they  already  pay  a  duty  of  $d./^r  mik,  which  was  adopted. 
'  Colonel  Rolle  propofed  a  claufe  for  exempting  all  horfes,  not 
employed  indraft,  as  in  mountainous  countries  a  finalLfaroier 
is  obliged  to  keep  almoft  as  many  horfes  as  a  large  one  for  the 
carriage  of  manure. 

The  chancellor  ef  the  Exchequer  ohjc&cd  to  it,  as  at  this  rate 
<h€¥e  would  be  no  end  to  exemptions. 

4  C  a  Lor^ 
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Lord  Sheffield  (aid,  he  thought  the  exemptions  had  been 
carried  too  far  already,  and  that  he  fhouid  have  liked  the  tax 
ftill  better,  if  it  had  extended  fo  far  as  to  difcourage  the  ufe 
of  horfes  and  to  promote  the  ufe  of  oxen,  and  had  been  five 
times  .greater  on,  farms  above.  50I.  /^r  annum.  At  the 
fame  time  he  would  give  an  annual  premium  for  a  limited 
time  to  farmers  under  that  rent  for  each  ox  they  employed 
jnftead  of  a  horfe  not  exceeding  fix.  It  appeared  that  the 
ifland  could  not  maintain  all  its  animal^,  he  fuppofed  none 
could  be  reduced  in  number  with  more  propriety  than  iiorfes ; 
they  confumed  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  produce  of  the 
earth,  and  a  horfe  whofe  daily  allowance  is  one  peck  of  oats, 
confumes  as  much  of  that  article  in  one  day  as  a  man  who  eats 
little  elfe,  confumes  of  wheat  in  fourteen  days.  At  the  fam^ 
time  the  horfe  eats  as  much  hay  as  an  ox,  and  gradually  be* 
comes  aufelefs  animal,  which  an  ox  improves,  and  when.h^ 
has  done  his  labour  becomes  the  food  of  man  \  he  looked  upon 
horfes  in  hufbandry  as  a  kind  of  luxury,  fince  the  whole  of 
their  agricultural  employment  he  knew  by  experience,  might 
^s  well  be  performed  by  oxen,  and  he  acknowledged  no  in* 
ftance  in  which  it.  was  more  advantageous  to  ufe  the  ox  thaa 
the  horfes  except  in  carriers  waggons,  and  on  journeys. 

Mr.  PooU  Carew  contended  that  oxen  could  not  be  employ- 
ed in  mountainous  countries^  and  as  to  the  confumption  of 
o^ts^  he  faid,  the  Houfe  might  be  perfectly  eafy,  as  the  horfes 
pfopofed  to  be  exempted  cat  no  oats  at  all. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  negatived. 

The  feveral  amendments  of  the  committee  were  read,  agreed 
iQ^  ^hd  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  engro&d* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
•/  .  Friday^  Dec.  18. 

Their  lordfliips  met,  and,  after  the  hearing  counfel  on  an 
appca!,  Anftruther  againft  Ahftruther,  a  commiflion  was  open- 
ed, cmpowerirtg  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Archbifliop  of  Can- 
terbury, the  Duke  of  Dorfct,  andothers,  as  commiffioner?, 
to  give  the  royal  aflent  to  the  bill  for  the  fafety  and  preferva- 
tion  of  his  Majefty's  pcrfon  and  government  againft  treafon- 
ableand  fcditious  praftices ;  the  bill  for  the  more  cfFeflual 
preventing  feditious  meetings  and  aflemblies,  the  bill  for  the 
h-cepaffage  of  grain,  Wakeman's  divorce  bill,  and  nine  in- 
clofure,  road,  and  naturalization  bills. 

The  loan  bill  was  read  a  third  time, — adjourned. 

^  HOUSE 


Sk.  xS.]     woodfalvs  parliamentary  reports^       ^$ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  Dec.  i8. 

Thi  Steaker^  attended  by  feveral  members,  went  to  the 
Houfe  or  Peers,  to  hes(r  the  royal  aflent  given  to  various  bills. 

The  fheriifs  of  London  came  to  the  bar  and  prefented  a 
petition; 

A  petition  of  the  lord  mayor^  alderman,  and  commons,  of 
the  city  of  London,  in  Common  Council  allembted. 

And  the  faid  petition  was  read,  fetting  forth,  that  the  peti- 
tioners obfervc,  with  concern,  by  the  report  of  the  corn  com- 
mittee of  the  Houfe,  that  meafures  arc  abfolutely  neceflarv  to 
be  taicen  for  the  diminution  of  the  ufe  of  iine  wheaten  flour 
throughout  the  kingdom,  to  prevent  a  fcarcitv  before  the  next 
harveft  ;  and  that  the  petitionci:s  conceive,  tnat  the  moft  ef- 
fedual  mode  of  obtaining  that  deftrabie  end  will  be  by  enading 
a  law  to  prohibit  the  miking  any  finer  fort  of  bread,  through- 
out the  kingdom,  than  what  confiftsonly  of  fuch  a  propor- 
tion of  fine  wheaten  flour  as  the  exigency  of  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  the  country  requires ;  and  therefore  praying  the.  Houfe 
to  take  fuch  meafures  to  accompliih  the  wifh  of  the  petiti- 
ners  as  to  the  Houfe  (hall  feem  moft  proper. 

The  Mutiny  Bill,  the  Horfe-Dealcrs'  Licence  Bill,  the 
Horfe  Duty  Bill,  the  Poor  Relief  Bill,  and  the  Corn  Bounty 
Bill  were  read  a  third  time.  (The  port  of  Bofton  was  in- 
cluded in  the  latter« 

A  mefliage  from  the  lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  their 
lor4(hip&  had  agreed  to  a  Bill  for  raifing  eighteen  millions  bjr 
way  of  annuity  without  any  amendment. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  for  granting  a  duty  upon 
hor(es  ufed  for  plcafure. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  propofed  a  claufe  the  effcfl  of  which  was 
to  exempt  thofe  who  may  hold  farms  of  annual  rent  of  70I. 
or  of  freeholds  of  35!.  &c..  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
palled. 

MIX£I>  BREAD. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  for  allowing  bakers  to 
Lake  bread  of  a  mixed  quality. 

Mr.  Ryder  propofed  a  ctaufc  to  fecure  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  worlbipfiil  company  of  bakers  of  the  city  of 
London. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  enquired  what  the  meaning  of  this 
was? 

Mr.  Ryder  ftated  that  it  had  been  undcrftood  that  the  com- 
mittee of  bakers  in  London  had  certain  privileges,  which,  if 

they 
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they  made  a  captious  ufe  of  them,  would  be  oppreffive  to 
many  bakers  in- the  metropolis.  The  claufe  was,  therefore, 
brought,  it  ^being  underftood  that  they  were  to  make  no 
fuch  ufe  of  their  privileges  ;  and,  if  they  did,  their  privileges 
fiiould  be.fiffpended  in  the  courfepf  the  prefent  feifion. 

The.  claufe  being  agreed  to^  the  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time.    . 

On  the  qucftion  being  put  "  that  this  Bill  do  pafs,"  ^ 

Mr.  Ldcbmeri  (aid,  he  thought  the  Bill  would  be  if^tirious 
to  the  poor,  becaufe  the  mixed  bread  would  not  be  fufficiently 
ntitritive,  and  they  would  not  be  able  to  purchafe  any  other, 
which  would  be  particularly  hard  upon  them,  as  every  other 
article  of  the  necefTarics  of  life  was  fo  dear.  He  was  afraid 
that  tihe  penalty  on  the  b^ker  for  felling  to  the  poor  the  worft 
bread  for  the  bell,  was  not  fufficient  to  prevent  fraud  upon 
the  poor,  whom  it  was  his  object  to  protedl,  particularly  in 
this  time  of  fcarcky. 

Sir  fFiUiam  Pidttmj  faid,  he  was  willing  to  allow  that 
the  honourable  member  had  the  beft  motives  for  what  he 
faid  ;  but  be  thoughf  the  infinuations  concerning  mixed  bread 
not  being  nutritive  were  dangerous,  and  fiiould  not-be  lightly 
throvgrn  out.  He  was  confident  that  mixed  bread  wa^  fuf* 
ficiently  nutritive..  In  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  bread 
was  madeof  barley  only  as  was  the  cafe  in  the  neighbour- 
bood  of  Haverfordwell,  and  all  ovtr  Wales  among  the  pocr  ( 
and  no  pcc^le  in  the  ki»)gdom  were  mo«e  ftrong  and  healthy. 
In  other  parts,  the  poor  eat  oaten  breads  wli^re  the  peo^e 
were  alfo  ffarong  and  healthy.  He  (hould  like  to  fee  the  experi* 
ment  tried,  whether  thofe  who  ate  barley  and  oat  bread  were 
not  as  flrong  as  thofe  who  ate  no  bread  but  fuch  as  was  made 
of  the  fineft  flour  of  wheat.  Even  if  the  cafe  was  not  pre- 
cifely  as  he  conceived  it  to  be,  the  prefent  iituation  of  tke 
country  required  this  regulation ;  it  being  much  better  that 
the  people  fiiould  be  fcantily  fed  for  the  whole  feafon,  than 
that  they  fiiould  be  well  ftd  for  a  ftort  time)  and  have  no 
bread  afterwards. 

Colonel  Stanley  obferved,  that  oarten  cake  was  the  bread 
chiefly  ufed  in  Lancaihire,  and*  it  was  found  fuflkiently  iiu« 
tritive. 

Mr.  tfdgltji  faid,  that  the  bread  was  to  be  marked,  with  the 

!)roportlo9  of  mix^res  it  contai/ied^  afid  that  the  prefent 
aws  were  Aifficient  to  puniih  fuch  bakers  as  fhould  tr$uaf- 
grcfs,  ; 

Mr.  Lichnure  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation.  The  Bill 
was  then  pafled^    Adjoufned*  ^ 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Saturday,  December  19. 

The  Bills  for  granting  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of 
corn  i  for  allowing  bakers  to  make  bread  of  a  mixed  quality ; 
for  granting  relief  to  poor  perfons  at  their  own  houfes ;  for' 
granting  a  duty  on  horfes,  not  already  chargeable  with  tax ; 
Ibr  the  repeal  of  certain  duties  payable  by  horfe-dealers,  and 
granting  other  duties  in  their  ftead  ;  the  Mutiny  Bill ;  a  Bill 
for  diminifliing  the  drawback  on  fugarj  and  the  Bill  for  re- 
gulating the  wafte  on  fait  carried  coaftways,  were  brought  up 
lirom  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  read  a  iirft  Hme.  - 

The  royal  aflfent  was  given  by  tommtfliorj  to  the  Bill  for 
raiiing  18  millions  by  annuity. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 
Satprday,  December  19. 

SUGAR  Utlr* 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for  the  third  readiiig  of 
the  Bill  for  reducing  the  drawbacks  on  fugar. 

Sir  tyilliam  Puluney  fatd  he  fek  it  neceflary  to  ftate  fome 
objeAtons  even  in  this  late  ftage  of  the  BilL  When  the  pre* 
fent  ineafure  was  firft  propofed,  it  was  well  received  and 
feemed  to  be  popular,  becaufe  it  had  been  underftood  that  the 
public  would  fave  by  a  tax  on  the  drawback.  But  when  it 
fhouid  be  confidered  that  it  would  operate  to  diminifli  our  ex^ 
ports  to  foreign  countries,  the  alteration  made  by  the  Bill 
would  be  found  injurious  to  the  nation  at  large,  and,  as  a  tax,, 
would  UiX  ultimately  upon  the  Britifli  fugar  iflands.  The 
quantity  of  fugar  imported  into  this  country,  greatly  exceeded ' 
the  confumption.  If  it  were  not  for  ferving  other  countries  ' 
there  would  be  no  occafion  for  this  excefe  of  importation. 
It  had  always  been  the  policy  of  this  countrv  to  allow  expor- 
tation ;  and  the  law  ought  to  be  fo  contrivea  as  to  enable  our 
merchants  to  come  into  foreign  markets  upon  equal,  if  not 
better,  terms,  than  thofe  of  other  nations.  But  the  prefent 
Bill  was  contrary  to  all  former  principles :  *  it  went  upon  the 
jEuppoTitioa  that  this  country  could  force  foreigners  to  buy  only 
Britifh  fugar.  This  was  the  cafe  with  fonw  trades,  in 
which  there  are  no  competitors ;  as,  for  inftance,  the  coal 
trade.  But  fugar  was  the  produce  of  many  hot  countries  ; 
Qreat  Britain,   therefore,  had  not  the  monopoly  of  it ;  and' 

though. 
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though  it  Were  to  be  monopolized  for  a  year  or  two,  it  could 
not  be  relied  upoia  as  afltjrdlng  any  permanent  advantage. 
The  idea  that'  the  price  of  fugar  would  be  lowered  was  er- 
loneous,  if  it  was  fuppofed  that  it  would  flill  go  abroad  and  be 
paid  fbr  by  foreigners.  In  that  ca(c,  the  right  honouriable 
gentleman  would  allow,  the  confumer  at  home  oouid  reap  no 
advantage  from  the  reduction  of  the  drawback.  On  the  «oii« 
trary,  it  it  did  not  go  abroad,  the  tax  muft  be  paid  byilieGo* 
loniih.  He  had  calculated  the  lofs  which,  in  this  cafe^  they 
would'  fuftain,  and  it  amounted  to  48s.  on  the  acre  of  fugar. 
Making  every  allowance,  it  would  ^  equal  to  a  land  nu[  of 
269*  p^r  acre  on  the  whole. of  their  iflands.  From  thefe  con- 
ftderations,  he  was  againft  any  rcdu^ion  of  the  diawbacks  on 
(ugar^  whichft  in  his  opinion,  would  prove  a  premium  to 
foreign  merchants  to  go  into. the  market  at  the  expence  of 
our  colonies;  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  meafure  was 
very  IH  calculated  to  produce  a  Handing  revenue  to  this  coun- 
try, unlefs  the  minifter  was  prepared  to  fay,  that  he  could  fe- 
cure  a  monopoly  of  the  fugar  trade. 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  Could  not  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  the  whole  extent  of  his  ob- 
jeftion.  ft  v^as  to  be  confidered*how  far  the  meafure  Was 
fuitable  to  the^prefent  moment.  He  granted  that  it  was  ex% 
trenfiely  important,  and  a  matter  of  confidersible  difficult)',  to 
reduce  the  drawback,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fecure  foreign 
markets!  The  only  queftion  was— if,  under  the  prefeHt  cir- 
cumftances,  this  could  be  done?  The  French  colonies, 
which  ufed  to  fupply  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  were  now 
either  wholly  in  our  poiTe^ion,  or  in  fuch  a  (Ituation  as  to  be 
rendered  unproduSive ;  and  many  xtiiUions  which  ufed  to 
centre  in  France ;  would  now  centre  in  this  country.  The 
meafure  was  merely  temporary,  and  fliould  circumftances, 
which  might  hereafter  arife,  render  it  nugatory,  it  would  then. 
be^  neceflary  to  recur  to  the  ancient  regulation ;  but  io  the 
mean  time,  when  the  French  was  driven  from  the  competi^ 
tion,  it  was  proper  to  .avail  ourfelveii  of  the  opportunity  of 
laying  a  tax  upon  foreigners.  In  this  point  of  view,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  the  propoled  reduction  would  be  at« 
tended  with  great  advantage  to  the  public. 

Sir  W.  PulteKey  and  the  Chancelicr  of  the  Excb^uirizid  each 
a  few  words  in  explanation,  after  which  the  Bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  paiiec^ 

Afr.  Long  moved,  that  the  commlt^e  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the circumftances  uf  the  late  loan,  ihould  bavep«wer  to 

fit 


fir>^otirUbft|»^iog  of  a^y  f^our^mP^  ^0(1  to  x^gfft  iipoa 
tbc  fvidcoce  to  thf  Hpu^  aa  diey  fliquW  fee  fit.    Ordered.  * 

7be  Chauatjkr  rf^i  Esfcbtquir  mos^A^  that  no  petitioQ  for 
private  Bills  Oiould  bo  received  after  the  nth  of  f  ebruaqi^ 
neKt^    Ordered^  -^  \ 

The  corn  importadoa  boqmy  an4  the  .  fidt  duty  Wk 
frbei«  aUb  read  ^  third  ttqoet  and  paQed* .     . 
^  At  two  o'clock  ti^e  jHQMfe  adjourned  till  e^ivt»  W^Pfi  th^ 
Speaker  atteqd<^  at  i;he  Hoiife  of  Lordst  Md  the  roy^  affcix^ 
tiraf  given  by  coa^ni^QQ  to  die  l^sip  Bill* 
.  Th^  Houfe  {i^ourned  to  W^netday  i)exjt» 
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Monday^  Daemier  u*  .i 

Read  a  fecond  time  the  Bills  for^  granting  a  bounty  on  the 
importation  of  com  ;  for  "allowtnfl;' bakers  to  make  bread  of 
mixed  quality ;  .ftir.  gra^itiog  teli^fto  poof  .^rfons  at  their 
own  houfes ;  for  granting  cer^in  dutie;s  on  horfes ;  for  grant- 
ing additional  duties  on  licences  to  deal  in  horfes  i  the  Mu^ 
t^ayfiill^  the  Bill  for  dimiqiOiingthe  drawback  on  ftig%r^ 
ana  the  (alt  new  duty  BjlU 

The  Lird  ChanalUr  ij(iforme4  the  Houie,  that  be  had  re* 
4;qiyed  a  letter  from  ^miral  Corowalliss  acknowledging  thtt 
tb^nk;^  pf  that  H?u(^  i^  .  T:be  l^t^  Vf^  reaft  and  laid  qa 
the  table. 

JE^^d  counicl  on  w  appeal  from  Scotland*    .AdJQwropd* 
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TuntHAH^  Dtamber  %%^ 

Counfel  was  further  beard  on  the  Scoteh  appeal^  Lord 
Kelly  V,  Sir  J.  Anftruther« 

1  he  Tax  Bills,  and  others^  brought  up  from  the  Hoofe  of 
CommonSf  on  Saptrday^  were  comsutted^  Smd  ordered  to  bt 
read  a  third  time*    Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WtpENSSOAYy  piCfmb^r  a  J- 

Read  a  third  tfrne^  and  pafled,  the  mutiny  Bill  i  the  h^rfifc 
Duty  Bills  %  and  the  various  other  tax  Sills  on  the  table :  alfo^ 
Ibe  corn  importation  bounty  Bill ;  and  the  Bill  to  allow 
bakers  to  make  bread  of  a  mixed  qualicy* 

Vol.  1L  1795,  4  D  ThI 
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The  Earl  of  Derhj  prcfentcd  two  petitions  from  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  oi  Stockport)  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Manchefter,  the  prayers  of  which  were  read  proforma^  and 
the  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taile. '" 

The  Earl  ftated,  that  the  reafon  he  defii^ed-onlv  thatr'Ac 
titlea  and  prayers  of  thefe  petitions  fliouIdW  read  was,  that 
he  had  nothing;  to  move  on  them,  except  that  they  be  laicF 
before  the  JEioqic.  They  complained  of  great  violence  to  the 
right  ofthefubjed  to  petition  that  Houfe;  fuch  as  he  had' 
ftated  it  when  he  had  laft  the  honour  of  addrefling  their  lord* 
ihips  on  the  bills  which  have  lately  palled  into  law.  He 
(hould  bring  thefubje£t  of  thefe  petitions  in  a  very  ferious  way 
before  the  Houfe  after  the  holidays,  and  helbould  then  propofe 
to  call  evidence  to  their  lordfhips  bar,  which  would  juftify  bixa 
in  the  meafure  be  fhould  then  offer. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
fFednefdayj  December  23. 

A  meflage  from  the  lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  their 
Iord(hips  had  agreed  to  the  m^tiny  bill ;  the  bill  for  granting 
relief  to  poor  perfons  at  their  own  houfcs  ;  the  corn  impor* 
tation  bounty  bill;  the  bill  to  allow  bakers  to  make  bread  of 
a  mixed  quality }  and  to  various  new  Umc  bills,  without  any 
amendment,  ' 

A  petition  was  prefentedfrom  the.Badi  agricultural  fociety, 
ftatin^  reafons  why  the  petitioners  were  of  opinion  that  a  ge« 
neral  mclofure  of  waf^e  lands  would  bea  prudent  meafure. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  wade  lands. 

Mr.  Kider  brought  up  a  fupplement  to  the  report  on  tho 
high  price  of  grain.    Order^  to  be  printed.— Adjourned « 


HOUSE  OF  LORPS. 

Thurfday^  December  24. 

The  royal  aflent  was  given,  by  commiffion  to  the  mutiny 
bill,  the  bill  to  allow  bakers  to  make  bread  of  a  mixed  qua-* 
Jity,  and  to  the  dSfFerent  new  tax  billr,— Adjourned  to  Tuef- 
d^yt  they'd  of  February, 

•  -  HQUS^ 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thurfik^^  Diomber  24. 

The  ^^^^;J^r  having  attended  in  the  Houfe  of  peers  to  hear 
the  commiffion  for  tbe  royal  aiTent  read,  informed  the  Houfe 
of  it. 

7he  CSjanlellor  the  Exchequer  moved  that  the  Houfe  do,  at 
its  rifing^  adjourn  to  Tuefday,  the  2d  of  February.  Ordered, 

Mr,  Rofe  moved  for  a  new  writ  for  the  borough  of  Beau- 
maris, in  the  room  of  Sir  Watkin  William  Wynne,  bart.  who 
has  accepted  the  office  of  fteward  of  a  "^manor  in  Dcnbigh- 
(hire.     Ordered. 

Sir  y,  Sinclair  moved  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
wafte  lands  be  taken  into  further  confideration  on  Tuefday,  the 
^d  of  February.  Ordered, — Adjourned  to  Tuefday  the  2d  of 
February, 
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finp»  t  waift  belt  aad  holften :  thefe  articles  are  either  fumiihed 
by  the  Ordnance,  or  an  eqaiyalent  thereto  is  given  in  money. 

Conftanc  pay  U  allowed  to  officers  and  men,  while  employed  oq 
actual  fervice*  by  order  of  thofe  who  are  impowered  to  call  them 
out ;  and  fach  contingent  charges  as  (hall  appear  to  have  been 
properly  and  unavoidably  incurred  are  to  be  re-imbarfed,  after 
undergoing  the  ufual  inveftigation  at  the  War  Office. 

It  18  necciTary  to  add,  that  in  many  inftanccs  the  corps  have 
declined  availing  themfelves  of  the  different  allowances  above 
Itated. 

War  Office,  30th  November  1795. 

W.  WINDHAM. 


RETURN  of  the  GENERAL  and  STAFF  OFFICERS 
who  have  been  employed  and  paid  under  the  Earl  of 
JktOIRjfi  divided  into  Three  Periods :  With  an  Account 
of  the  Pay  and  Allowance  of  thofe  Officers. 


FIRST    PERIOD; 

From  the  Embarkatton  of  the  Troops  at  Portfmoutfa  in  November 
1793,  to  the  Termination  of  the  fubfequeat  Winter  Quarter. 

THE  Briti(h  Regiments  under  the  command  of  Lord  Moira 
€>n  his  outfet,  were  eleven;  viz.  td,  I9lhj  27th,  2&th«  40th» 
42dj  54th>  57(h«  59th,  63d,  and  78tn. 

The  GENERAL  OFFICERS  employed  were 

Major  General  Crofbie. 
Brigadier  General  Lord  Cathcart. 
Brigadier  General  Graha^. 
Brigadier  General  Hunter. 

Brigadier  General  Doyle,  Quarter  Maflei  General. 

It  w3l  hence  appear  that  there  was  not  any  fuperfluoos  General 
Officer  during  the  above  period.  Oo  the  contrary,  according  to 
the  ufual  courfe  of  fervice,  there  would  have  been  another  re* 
quired.  Major  General  CroHiIe  could  not  have  commanded  a 
brigade  in  the  field,  being  deftined  to  perform  the  functions  cf  a 
Lieutenant  General,  though  without  addition  of  rank  or  pay. 
He  was  appointed  in  pnbUck  orders  to  take  the  immediate  com- 
mand 
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xnand  of  the  Britifli  wing  of  the  anny,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
General  De  Borck  commanded  the  Germans,  or  left  wing  of.  the 
army. 

The  other  fbff  officers  employed^  were  thriee  Aid  de  Camps,  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  bemg  one  lefs  than  allowed  to  hia  rank. 
A  vacancy  was  left  for  the  purpofe  of  appointing  a  Hefiian  officer 
as  foon  as  the  Army  fhould  land  in  France. 

One  Aid  de  Camp  to  Major  General  Crofbie. 
Four  Majors  of  Brigade. 

One  Deputy  Quarter  Mailer  General. 
Three  Affiftants. 

Adjutant  General. 
Deputy  AdjutMit  General. 
One  AffiiUnt. 

One  Secretary  to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
One  Chaplain  to  Head  Quarters. 

One  Deputy  Judge  Advocate. 

One  Provoil  Marfhal.  \ 

One  Diredor  of  the  Hofpitals. 

One  Purveyor. 

One  Affiilant  Purveyor. 

Two  Phyllcians. 
Three  Apothecaries. 
Four  Surgeons. 

The  Mates  paid  at  the  Pay  Office.  The  nufkiber  varied  from 
time  to  time,  being  frequently  detached  on  duty  co  other  diftrids  ; 
and  fent  on  feparate  expeditions. 

Four  French  Officers  attached  to  the  family  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief.  The  functions  of  thefe  Officers  were  not  to  commence 
till  the  Army  fhould  land  in  France. 

The  CommifTariaty  and  the  Department  of  the  Commiffary  of 
Accompts,  were  pfdd  by  the  Treafury ;  the  Deputy  Paymafter 
General  by  the  Pay  Office. 


SECOND    PERIOD; 


From  the  Encampment  of  the  Troops  at  Nettley  to  the  Winter 
Quarters  of  1794. 


THE  number  of  Regiments  under  the  Command  of  Lord 
Moira  was  as  follows  ;  wz. 

19th,  aythy  aSth,  40th9  42d,  54th«  57th,  59tb,  %jth,  %gth.  Foot; 
and  detachments  from  the  following  Regiments  of  Cavalry; 

7th 
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REtURN  of  the  Rates  of  Daily  Pay,  and  of  the 

. .  Allowances  to  the  General  and  Staff  Officers }   as 

paid  by  Lord  Moira,  to  the  Army  under 'his  Com* 

mand,  from  the  20th  November  1793  to  the  31ft  joi 

Auguft  1795. 


on  \ 
fuU] 


The  Earl  of  Moira,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  ao 
Army  deftined  for  a  feparate  expedition 

N,  B.  This  pay  was  received  from  the  20th  No- 
vember 1793  to  the  2ift  Jone  1794.  On  being 
ordered  to  Flanders,  Lord  Moira  redaced  his  own 
pay  to  £•  i  per  day ;  viz,  the  pay  of  a  Lieutenant 
General,  in  which  capacity  he  a£ied  under  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  although  his 
commiffion  of  Commander  in  Chief  for  a  feparate 
expedition  remained  in  full  force.  On  Lord 
Moira's  return  from  Flanders,  he  declined  re- 
ceiving any  pay  or  emolument  till  his  Army 
Ihottld  be  reaiiembled ;  which  event  took  place 
i  the  ift  oi  July  179c,  and  he  then  received 
U  pay  to  the  31ft  ot  Auguft  1795. 

Each  Major  General  •  -  - 

Bach  Brigadier  •  '  - 

Each  Aid  de  Camp  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or 

of  a  Major  General  ... 

Secretary  to  die  Commandef  in  Chief 
Chaplaiii  to  Head  Quarters 
Each  Major  of  Brigade 

Quarter  Matter  General 

Deputy  Quarter  Mafter  General  •         - 

EachAflifint 

Adjutant  General  -  -      *      - 

Deputy  Adjutant  General 

Affiftant  ... 

Muftcr  Mailer  General 

Deputy  Mufter  Mailer  General 

Deputy  Judge  Advocate 

Provoit  Martial  «  .  ^ 

Baggage  Mailer 
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Director  of  the  Hofpittlt 

Purveyor  - 

Bepaty  Purveyor  -                   .         •     - 

Each  Phyfician            -  .              -              . 

Each  Apothecary  -            -            -         - 

Each  Surgeon             -  .              -              . 

The  Mates  are^aid  by  the  Pay' Office. 

The  feveral  rates  of  pay,  above  ilated,  are 
thofe  which  have  always  heretofore  been 
affigned  to  the  refpeftivc  ftations. 


ALLOWANCE    TO    FRENCH    STAFF 
OFFICERS. 

Prince  Joiephof  Monaco,  and 
Compte  de  Belsance^  as  Aid  de  Camps  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chiefs  each  fer  day 

Chevah'er  St.  Vinceat*  French  Secretary 
Quarter  Mafter  General  for  the  French^  Vicomte 
(Conway  -  ^  .  . 

The  allowance  of  thefe  Officers  has  been  de-, 
dared  by  Lord  Moira  to  Hand  on  the  foot- 
ing of  an  incidental  capence^  to  be  paiTrd 
or  not  in  his  ^^ccompts,  as  government 
ihould  decide^' whether  the  expenditure 
were  ^oofonant  to  motives  of  publick 
Btilltyy  or  otberwife. 


/■ 
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EXTRA  PAY  per  Day  to  certain  OFFICERSi 

Conformable  to  the  Allowances  made  in  the  Army  of  Hit 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York. 


Qoatter  Mafter  General 
Deputy  Quarter  Mailer  General 
Cach  AffiUant 

'g2 


I    ,o    o 

O    ID      O 
050 

Adjutaot 


(K  44.  ) 

A^jittainl  General 
Depitty  Adjutant  Gencr^ 
Aifiaaiitr         .    - 


To  the  Deputy  AdjuUnt  Grcntral,  in  Uea  of  Contin^ 
'  gent  Charges,  fer  Annum  '  «    '       .* 

Secretary  to  the  Command^  In  Chief 


I  o  o 
a  lo  o 
0.50 


150    o    o 

o  10    o 


The  reafen  of  thU  additional  pay  to  the  ri>OTe  •  OCcers,  wat 
undoubtedly  the  obvioui  inadequacy  of  the  fermer  pay  10  the  im* 
portance,  the  labour,  and  the  expence  of  their  Atuatioii«.  The 
fiin£lions  of  the  Pepnty  Adjutant  Goneral  b«ing  principally  oa 
derachment  from  the  Body  of  the  Army,  it  appears  expeditfnt  to 
aHovir  him  a  certain  ahiuial  fam,  inftcad  of  permittidg  a  (onthigent 
bill,  on  the  items  of  which  the  Coounander  in  Chief  could  not 
form  any  accurate  judgment. 

Forage  money  was  allowed  to  the  General  and  StalF  Offiocl^ 
according  to  the  iettled  cuftqm  of  the  fenrice»  wiihottt  augmeam^ 
tion  ill  any  inftance. 

Lodging  money  wa<t  allowed  to  the  Ceneral  and  Staff  Officers 
whea'th^  Troops  «^interrd  in  temporary  .barracks*  fbntled  b]f 
Lord  Moira  out  of  barns  and  ftablee }  and  when,  no  qaarteis  weva. 
Hilotted'to  thofe  Officerf^.  The  amount  varied :  becauie,  it  waa 
always  according  to  the  adual  expence  of  the  Officer,  declared 
upon  honour,  unlefe  where  the  expence  appeaced  to  the  Com^ 
mander  in  Chief  beyond  what  was  conunenlurate  to  the  rank  and 
real  neceflity  of  the  Officer  |  in  which  cafe  only  a  part  of  the 
charge  was  admitted. 

No  lodging  money  was  allowed  to  any  part  of  the  Staff  but  the 
Medical,  when  the  X^oops  encamped,  except  under  One  particular 
circunRilaBCe-v  When  Lord  Moira  marched  from  Qftend  to~join 
the  Duke  of  York's  Armv,  the  camp  equipage'of  his  whole  Staflp 
was  left  aboard  the  tranfporu:  an-^  thofe  veflfelfi  having  beei^ 
ordered  up  the  Scheldt  by  his  Royal  Highne^,  the  Officers  who 
returned  to  England  aith  Lord  Moire  conld  not  for  a  long  time 
recover  their  baggage.  Such  of  them  as  in  this  fituation  were 
direded  to  attend  the  Camp  at  Nctiley^  were  allowed  lodging 
money  till  their  baggage  was  brought  back,  as  thofe  gentlemeii 
could  not  equitably  be  required  to  turniih  themrelve^  with  new 
camp  equipage,  at  their  own  expence ;  and  if  government  bad 
furnilhed  it  (confidering  the  old  as  loA)  the  charge  would  have 
been  infinitely  beyond  that  to  which  the  lodging  money  ccnld 
amount. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Hofpital  being  obliged  conftantly  t^ 
refide  at  Southampton,  where  no  Quarters  were  afligned  t<rtbem» 
lodging  money  was  neceffari^y  al^lowed  to  them  at  all  time^.   '  An4 

.it 


0.      .  ' 

'« 
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it  urnft  bere  be  obferred,  that  the  Hofpital  paid  by  Lord  VUAm 
vas  not  an  ellablifhmclit  tonfined  to  the  aft  of  the  Regisicnts 
which  ho  commandedv  but  lAras  the  VKeptaclefor  the  lick  of  everr 
corps  that  embarked  fjpem.Portfmouth  of  Southampton  ;  for  the 
French  (eamea  of  the  ^ips  from  Toulon,  and  for  the  Sailors  of 
all  the  trtnfports  in  government' fervice. 

The  aUcmrancei  4f  fora[|e  were  inferior  tb  what  hat  been  nfiuL 
The  printed  Tcgulaiions  foi*  the  Qafnps  in  England  allotted  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  loo  rations.  Lord  M<»ra  pubHfiidd  tt 
order*  requiring  officers  to.  draw  rations  only  for  the  horfes  that 
had  aduaity  on  the  fpot  9  the  namber  of  which  wal  not  ill  lat 
Own  pafe  to  exceed  thirty,  and  was  in  the  cafe  of  other  Oficdrs  xm 
be  in  a  linear  proportion  kiwer  than  wbic  wi*  ixcd.  la  the 
printed  regulation. 

Compenfation  wat  made  to  Offlicers  for  lofs  of  batfgage  or  lofil 
of  horfes  upon  fervicey  aeoording  to  eftabliffaed  cnSom^-tilc  sd- 
Iowa  nee  for  horfes  not  exceeding  a  fettled  amomit. 

Thefe  claims  were  always  fubmmed  ta  a  bonrd  of  GenenI 
Officers^  for  their  opinion  as  to  the  juftice  of  the  appUcatton*  anA 
the  extent  of  reiipburfcment  that  ihouM  be^dlowed. 

The  Heffian  Staff  Offieefs  were  paid  by  their  own  Sovereign* 
His  Majeily  was  pleafcd  to  order  a  gratuity  of  ^^1,500  to  the 
Officers  of  thofe  troops,  on  their  being  fentiiack  to  Flanders,  in 
coniideration  of  the  expenees  to  which  they  had  be^n  fnbj^aei 
in  the  reraoval  of  baggage,  &c*  Bat  and  forage  money  wns  not 
allowed  to  them. 

There  were  not  any  French  or  other  Foreign  Officers  on  tht 
Staff  of  the  Army^  except  thofe  mentioned  above,  .in  the  family 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

November  a^th,  1795.  MOIRA* 


War^fficej  30th  November  1795. 

w.  Windham. 
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INFANTRY- 


RETURN  of  EMIGRANT  CORPS  on  th^  ift  Aug.  1795 


NAMES   OF 
REGIMENTS. 

1 

0 

0   *^ 

li 

Major 

Aide  Major,  and 
Capuin. 

£ 

c 

M 

f 

12 

2 

mi 

i 

1 

s 

i 

(3 

9 
CO 

i 

1 

i 

1 

•a 

e 

General 

Total. 

La  Chxtre 

I  _ 

X      7 

8 

1 

36 

490 

20 

579 

Sjalm 

—     X 

«      3 

x6 

1 

X 

26 

341 

4H 

Beon 

•—    I 

X     2 

4 

X 

18 

x6o 

200 

Damas 

.m^       1 

—     * 

4 

5 

— 

— 

xa 

159 

198 

Perigord 

—        1 

X     a 

3 

4 

— 

— 

8 

'12 

173 

Rohan 

— 

1     4 

II 

7 

— 

— 

36 

368 

442 

York  Rargcrs 

I        X 

9 

5 

22 

55^ 

S'7 

York  Fufilcers 

—       1 

X        I 

II 

9 

■" 

— 

— 

42 

735 

817 

Lewe:>ftein 

—     5 

9 

3 

»4 

967 

313 

1,350 

1,029 

>»558 

La  Tour 
RoU 

«    x8 

36 

5 

_^ 

90 

Dillon 

I     8 

8 

8 

H 

670 

736 

BrogUo 

I    i% 

36 

38 

2* 

270 

473 

Autichp 

X    18 

36 

35 

89 

xoo 

5! 

"Viomenil 

I    18 

3^ 

^l 

94 

280 

Bethify 

1    x8 

36 

^l 

76 

i»o 

305 

Montmorency 

1    18 

^! 

^l 

84 

20O 

393 

Caftries 

1    18 

36 

^l 

' 

2"^ 

550 

755 

Hcftor 

X    17 

36 

^l 

89 

52 1 

7*5 

Mortcrarr 

1    x8 

36 

^l 

90 

240 

439 

Drcfnay 

X    18 

36 

^l 

5° 

561 

729 

D'HcrviUy 

1'    X 

I    18 

36 

3« 

s;86 

r,2io 

if4i3 

Leon 

— _— 

4 

5 

16 

298 

337 

Du  Trcfor 

— .'— 

5 

4 

10 

200 

228 

t)'AUonville 

t    , 

4 

4 

x6 

360 

i;i 

"Willianifon 

—  — 

5 

4 

16 

«8o 

Duuh  Artillery 

"~,"" 
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4!    96 
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Vortalambret 

f  I 
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11 
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364 

14,83a 

War  Office^  30th  November  1795. 

fF.  IVindbam. 
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«*  VeuriSf  to  //>  Nov.  1795. 


**  OrienJf 


«'  That  tb^re  be  laid  before  this  Houfci  a  Rctam  of 
<*  all  General  and  Staff  Officers  who  have  been  employed 
'<  in  the  Senrice  of  his  Majefty^  and  in  His  Pay^  uodqr 
<«  the  Coant  D'Artois,  Prince  of  Cond6,  or  any  other 
"  French  General;  with  an  Account  qf  their  fe?eral 
*«  Allowances. 

(Signed)  '«  J.  HATSELL 

"  CI.  Dom.  Com." 


KO  Perfons  beiic  known  under  tkU  Defcripilon*  no  Return 
can  be  made  of  them. 
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RETURN  of  Lieut.  Col.  ROTJLIER's  Corps  of 
FRENCH  EMIGRANT  ARTILLERY  in  the 
Service  of  Great  Britain ;  agreeable  to  the  Mufter 
Rolls  of  November  1794* 


One  Lie  at.  Coloneh 

Two  Majors. 

One  Captain  CommifTary  of  Horfe. 

One  Lieat.  CommifTary  of  Horfe. 

One  Adjutant. 

One  Quarter  Mader. 

One  Surgeon. 

■  ■    Surgeon's  Mate,  not  appointed. 
One  Chaplain. 

One  CommifTary  of  Stores. 
One  Clerk  of  Stores. 
Five  Conduftors  of  Stores- 
One  Serjeani  Major. 
One  Quarter  Mahtr  Serjeant. 

Four  Captains. 

Four  Captain  Lieutenants* 

Eight  Firil  jLieutenants. 

Eight  Strcond  Lieutenants. 

Twelve  ^Serjeants. 

Sixteen  Corporals. 

—— Bpmbardicrs,  not  appointed.    * 

Eighty  nine  Gunners. 

Four  Drummers. 

Four  Quarter  Mafl^r  CommJiTar'es  of  Horfe, 
Four  Serjeant  Condudtors  of  Horfe. 
Six  Corporal  Condudlors  of  Hoife. 
Seventy-three  Drivers. 
— ^— —  Farriers, 

■  '  Smli" 

Collar  Makers,  f  «o^  appointed. 

■  ■*      ■     Carpe 


rce  Drivers. 
Farriers,  "j 

Smiths,  I 

Wheelers,  I 

Collar  Makers,  | 
Carpenters,         1 


A,       CHARLES  NEVILLE, 

Capt.  Roy.  Artillery, 

a»d 
PnymafL  F,  Em.  ArU 
Right  Hon.  and  Hrn. 
The  Board  of  Orjnanc-,  &c.  &c.  5:c, 

.  STATE 


(    S6    )   ' 

STATE  of  Lieut.  Colonel  ROTALIER's  Corps  of 
FRENCH  EMIGRANT  ARTILLERY  in  the 
Service  of  Great  Britain ;  agreeable  to  the  Returns  of 
the  ift  Auguft  1795. 


One  Lieut.  Colonel. 

Two  Majors. 

One  Captain  Commi/Tary  of  Horfe. 

One  Lieutenant  CommiiTary  of  Horfe* 

One  Adjutant. 

One  Quarter  Mailer. 

One  Surgeon;    * 

One  Surgeon's  Mate. 

One  Chaplain.         "" 

One  Commiflary  of  Stores. 

One  Clerk  of  Stores. 

Five  Condudors  of  Stores. 

One  Serjeant  Major. 

One  Quarter  Mafter  Serjeant* 

Three  Captains. 
Four  Captain  Lieutenants. 

X  Seven  FIrfl  Lieutenant^.  _•: 

Seven  Second  Lieutenants. 
Nine  Serjeants. 
Eight  Corporals.        ^ 
^ight  B  nibardiers. 
One  Hundred  Seventy-eight  Gupners* 
Two  Drummers. 

Four  Quarter  Mafter  CommilTariea  of  Horfe. 
Thicc  Seijeant  Condudlors  of  Horfe. 
Seven  Corporal  Conduftors  of  Horfe. 
Seventy  three  Drivers. 
Two  Smiths. 
Two  Carpenters. 

CHARLES  NEVILLE. 

-Capt.  R.  Artillery, 

and 
Pa^.  F.  E.  ArtiUery, 

Right  Hon.  and  Hon. 
The  Board  of  Ordnance,  drc.  ^c.  kz.    . 


RETaRit 
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RETURN  of  the  Corps  of  FRENCH  EMIGRANT 
ENGINEERS  in  the  Service  of  Great  Britain; 
agreeable  to  the  Mufter  Roll  of  April  1705,  the  Date 
of  their  Formation. 


One  Lieut.  Colonel, 

One  Major. 

Five  Captains. 

Six  Captain  Licutcnantf, 

Six  Lieuteoanta* 


CHARLES  NEVILLE, 

'aptain  R.  i 

aiL- 
Paym.  F.  Em.  En^. 


Captain  R.  Artillery, 
and 


RETURN  of  the  Corps  of  FRENCH  EMIGRANT 
ENGINEERS  in  the  Service  of  Great  BriUin; 
agreeable  to  the,  Returns  of  Auguft  1795. . 


Three  CapUins. 

Six  Captain  Lieutenants^ 

Four  Lieutenants. 


Right  Hon.  and  Hon. 
The. Board  of  Ordnanoe* 


CHARLES  NEVILLE, 

apt.  R. 
a 
Paym.  F.  Em.  Bng. 


Capt.  R.  Artillery, 
and 


JlRSf^ 


(    S9    ) 
FIRST    REPORT 

F&OM   THE 

SELECT   COMMITTEE,    &c. 


The  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointcdtto  rite  Into 
Confidcratton  the  prefent  high  price  of  CORN,  aod  to 
colled  Evidence '  relative  thereto,  and  to  report  the  (aune» 
Croni  Time  to  Time^  as  it  fliall  appear  to  tbem,  to  ch^ 
Houfe,  with  their  obfervations  thereupon  ^ 

PROCEEDED,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  confidcr  fnch  informa- 
tion  as  bad  been  already  collected  concerning  the  faooe. 
«  They  examined,  for  this  purpofe,  the  minutes  of  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  lurda  of  his  Maj^fty's  Privy  Council;  upon  this 
Mbje^  They  received  from  Sir  John  Stndur»  one  of  the  mem* 
bers  of  the  Committee,  thefubftance  of  fuch  accounts  of  the  ibtc 
of  the  late  crop  of  ^raia^  as  the  correfpondence  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  had  enaoled  them,  at  the  prefent  period,  to  colled. 
They  had  further  the  opportunity  of  receiving  from  many  of 
their  members  a  ftatement  of  fads  within  their  owa  knov^ledge, 
or  eommfonicited  by  Tcfpeteble  aotboritics  from  their  different 
GQunciev.  .  ^ 

•  They  hUve  received  alfo,  from  his  MajeftyV  prihCijferf  l^ecretary 
of  State,,  for  the  home  depaftntetit,  fach  rettxmis  as  had  been  hi- 
therto made  to  the  cireular  letter  written  by  him,  by  his  Majefty's 
oommand,  to  the  tufiodcs  rotidorum  and  nierifEs  depute  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  defi^'ng  them  to  obtain -aseetinlrs  of  ^  ma- 
giUrates  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  an  account  of  the  ftate 
of  the  late  crop :  but  thefe  returns  are  not  ar  yet  fufidentfy  nn« 
merous  or  complete  to  lead  to  any  precife  conclufion. 

On  the  whole^'  however^  the  general  information  derived  from 
the. fottrce^-ab^ve* mentioned  fatisfied  your  Committee,  that  the 
crop  of  other  forts  of  grain  than  wheat  has  been  upon  the  whole 
sibundant ;  but  that  the  produce  of  wheat  has  proved  fo  far  de- 
ficient, as  to  require  the  adbption  of  the-  ^eedieft  and  moft  ef- 
feAual  meafares  for  the  remedy  or  silleviacion  of  fo  great  an  evil. 
They  were  therefore  of  opinion,  that  they  (hould  bell  per&rm 
their  duty  by  direding  their  immediate  attention  to  the  confi- 
denrion  of  lach  meafures  ;  and  have,  on  that  account,  defexred 
hi  th^prefimt  pnrfuing  a  detailed  enquiry  into  the  exad  amoont 

of 
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*f  fncli  deficiency ;  k^  '^  pcopofe  to  report  the  Dune  mora 
parttcttlarly  to  the  Hoafe,  when  they  flu|U  have  received  fach 
farther  infcrfaatian  as  may  enable  them  Co  cdiedl  m<}re  folly  thf 
general  opinion^  upon  a  point  which  they  are  fenfiUe  it  is  im* 
poflibk  at  anytime  to  alce^tain  jarith  any  great  degieeofac- 
cnracy.  » 

The  firft  and  moft  ohvioas  mode  of  /applying  this  deficiency 
ts>  the  importatton  of  grain  from  foreign  parts — and  for  the  pur« 
pofi:  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  what  may  be  the  profpeA  of 
f apply  from  whence,  and  the  moft  expedient  m^ans  to  be  adopted 
fcr  procuring  it,  vour  Committe  proceeded  to  examine  fach  per* 
fims,  firom  Mrhofc  kno<^v)edge  and  experience  in  the  trade  of  com 
they  could  expect  the  bell  in^prmfiti  a.  It  appeared  from  their 
concurrent  tefiimony,  that,  thoagh  the  crop  of  wheat  in  the 
United  States  of  Ameaca,  and  in  (he  countries  bordering  upon 
the  Mediterranean,  was  reprefented  as  abandaiu ;  and  in  the  noi» 
^m  and  eaftpro  parts  ot  Europe,  as  not  materially  deficient  g 
«yct,.astheold  ^ock  was  much  exhaufted^and  the  demand  great, 
the  price,  .tccordin.^  to  the  lad  advices,  .was  every  where  oncom^ 
monly.  high*  But,  .thongh  there  was  upon  thi^  point  f<>me  dif« 
/ierisnce.of  opinion,,  it  appeare.l  upon  the  whole,  ,vcry  jdquhtful 
whether  a  fupv^ly  to  any  confidcrable  extent  could  be  depended 
upon  from  foreign  parts,  whatever  meafiires  might  be  adopted, 
lYour  Committee  neat  proceeded  to  enquire  .what  meafares,  is 
the  judgment  of. tbefir.perfons, afforded  the  bed  probability  of  db* 
tainiag  foch  a  fupply.  They  thoagbt  it  right  to  bring  diftia£Uy 
under  their  coofi'^eta^ion  the.alteraative  of  leaving  the^vhole  care 
pf  fuch  pMTchaf's  to  the  executive  government,  .who  would  (it 
was  conceived}  be  in  fuch  caf^  the  only  purchafers,  and  be  puo« 
)icly  knowu  to  be  io ;  or  of  kaving  the  iame  to  the  fpecuiatioa 
-of  individual  merchants  encouraged  by  a  liiperal  bounty  on  im* 
poitation,  and  by  a  public  declaration  on  the  part  of  goye.nment 
(as  (bon  as.  fuch  decUration  ihiil  be  :>ra£Hcable)  of  &  quantity 
which  they  may  then  have  ai  their  difpofal  in  confequence  cMf 
former  orders,  ana  of  their  intention  to  give  no  &rther  orders 
lor  ihc  purctiafe  of  com,  and  to  fell  what  may  have  been  pro* 
cured  in  limited  qoantiiies,  and  at  the  ,market  price*  It  appear^ 
«d  to  your  Committee  to  be  the  preponderant  opinion  amongft 
thofe  perfons  to  whom  this  alternitive  was  tiated,  that,  npoa 
the  whole,  the  refloration  of  the  trad*  in  corn  to  its  natoral  chan* 
sel,  with  the  additional  encoumgemeiit  of.  a  bounty,  was  the 
moileigible  mode  of  endeavovriug  to  procure  from  foreign  parta 
fuch  fupplies  as  thofe  markets  might  be  (ound  able  to  furniik 
Yot^r  Commitiee  were  fuither  contirm^d  in  this  opinion  by  ;lir 
information  tbey  received  from  fame  of  their  nsemberi,  that  there 
were  merchant)  who  had  ftiited  to  them  .their  readintfs,  under 
thofe  ciroufiftances,  to  eiigage.in  fpecuiations  to  a  lacge  extents 
After  a  full  confideration  and  difcuffion  oi  this  important  pointy 
your  Committfc  were  of  opudony  .*'  .That  it  was  expedicat  for 
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ike  executive  government  to  deiiit  froro  making  any  further  par- 
chafes  of  corn ;  <flml  Uuit  a  bounty  (ball  be  granted  upon  the  im- 
porta ticn  of  certain  fbrt«  of  grain  into  this  country,  for  the  en- 
couragement o(  private  fpecniatioi^ 

'  Ytuir  Committee  neat  proceeded  tJ  the  confidjBratton  of  the 
amount  and  diftribution  of  fuch'  bounty.  They  had  been  in* 
formed,  that*  from  the  abundance  of  the'  crop  of  wheat  in  the 
countries  bordering  upon  the  Mediterranean,  there  might  be  a 
conftderable  difpofeable  furplus  in  thofe  markets ;  but  that^  from 
the  high  price  of  freight  and  i nfurance  from  thofe  pibrts,  and  iflom 
the  di&ulty  of  prociiring  ifhipping  to  go  thither  in  bailaft,  a 
larger  bounty  would  be  required  to  l^ncourage  pvivate  fpccuUfc» 
tion  in  that  quarter  than  ia  any  <^er ;  they  were  therefore  of 
optnion,  that  a  bounty  of  twenty  (hilUngs/^  quarter^aoda  pro« 
portional  bovnty^r  barrel,  (hould  be  given  oh  any  number  of 
quarters  of  wheat,  weighing  not  lei's  than  4401b.  avoirdupois,  or 
on  any  number  of  birrels  nk  Bour,  weighing  not  iefs  than  1961b. 
avoirdupois,  which  ihaU  be  imported  into  Gteat  Britain  from 
any  port  of  Europe  fouth  of  Cape  Finiilerre,  or  from  any  port 
in  the  Mediterranean,  or  in  Africa,  before  the  31(1  day  of  Anguft 
1796 ;  until  the  quantity  of  fuch  wheat  and  flour,  taken  together, 
fliall  equal  300,000  quarters. 

They  wer#  further  fatisfied,  upon  the  beffc  information  they 
eottld  colle£^,  that,  from  the  other*  parts  of  Europe,  and  ^rom 
America,  a  bounty  of  fifteen  ihillings/«r  quarter  upon  a  certain 
quantity  of  wheat,  and  of  ten  ihilllngs /^ r  quarter  upon  aU  ex- 
ceeding it,  would  be  ftifficient  to  give  a  fair  chance  of  procuring 
for  the  Britifh  markets  a  large  proportion  of  whatever  fupply 
thofe  countries  might  be  expeded  to  furnifh  beyond  their  own 
confumption  :  and  they  were  ther#)re  of  opinion,  that  a  bounty 
of  fifteen  fhillings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional  bounty  per 
barrel,  ihoold  be  given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of  wheat, 
weighing  not  Iefs  than  4401b.  avoirdupois,  or  on  any  number 
of  barrels  of  flour,  weighing  not  Iefs  than  1961b.  avoirdupois 
which  fhall  be  imported  from  all  other  parts  of  Europe,  before 
the  31ft  day  of  Auguft  1796 ;  until  the  quantity  of  fuch  wheat 
and  flout,  taken  together,  fhall  equal  500,000  quarters.  Your 
Committee  were  ufo  of  opinion,  that  a  bounty  of  fifteen 
ihillisgs  pfr  quarter,  and  a  proportional  bounty  fer  barrel, 
ihould  be  given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of  wheat,  weighing 
not  Iefs  than  4401b.  avoirdupois,  or  on  any  number  of  barrels 
of  flour,  weighing  not  Iefs  than  1961b.  ot  avoirdupois,  which 
ihall  be  imported  from  any  of  his  MajeUv's  colonies  in  America, 
or  from  the  United  States,  before  the  31U  of  Auguft  1796  ;  un- 
til the  quantity  of  fuch  wheat  and  flour,  taken  together,  fhall 
equal  500,000  quarters.  Your  Committee  were  alio  of  opinioD» 
that  a  bounty  of  ten  fhillio^s  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
b<  unty  per  barrel,  fhould  be  given  on  iby  number  of  quarters  of 
wheat,  wheighing  not  Iefs  Sian  4401b.  avoirdupois^  or  of  any 

number 


RSPORT  FROBt  THK  COMMITTED,  ice.  6t 

*  *      *        * 

iranber  ofbairels  of  floury  weighisg  not  lefs  than  1961b.  atoirda- 
pois,  which  Ihall  be  imported  intq  Great  Britaia  bcfoire  the  31ft 
day  of  Auguft  1796,  and  on  which  tone  of  the  before,  men- 
tioed  booaties  4hall  have  been  paid.  > 

Yoor  Coinintt(ee  bf^g  convinced  that  if  a  confiderable  onan* 
tity  of  Indian  com  could  be'  obtained  (which  from  the  abundance 
of  that  crop  appeared  not  improbable)  it  woald  afford  a  material 
relief,  were  alfo  of  oi>tnion,  that  a  bouour  of  five  Ihilliogi/fr 
^narter,  and  a  proportionid  bdunty  ptr  barra^  Ihould  b^  given  on 
any  ounibtr  of  quarters  of  Indian  com,  or  on  any  number  of 
barrels  of  Indian  meal,  which  (hall  be  imported  into  Great 
Britain  before  the  31ft  day  of  Auguft  1796 ;  unol  the  quantity  of 
.  fdch  Indian  com  and  meal,  taken  together,  Audi  ei|nal  50O9OO0 
quarters.  Your  Committee  were  alfo  of  opinion,  that  a  bounty 
of  three  (hillings  fer  quarter,  and  a  proportional  bounty  fir  bar- 
rel, (hould  be  eiven  on  anv  number  of  quarters  of  Indian  corn, 
or  on  any  number  of  barrels  of  Indian  mctf,  whicli  (hall  be  im- 
ported  into  Great  Britain  boAre  the  3 ill  day  of  Aiiguft  1796  ; 
and  on  which  the  before^mentioned  bounty  (hall  not  have  been 
paid. 

Your  Cofflinittee  have  fome  leafim  to  believey  that  there  may 
appear  fuoh  a  deficiency  in  die  crop  of  rye,  as  may  lead  to  the 
application  of  fimilar  meafures  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
importation  of  that  fpectes  of  grain,  as  ISve  been  recommended 
rc(peding  wheat ;  but  they  do  not  yet  confider  their  information 
upon  that  point  aa  fufficient  to  authorife  them,  at  the  prefent 
moment,  to  report  any  opinion  to  that  effe£L 

Your  Committee  have  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  hum* 
bly  to  fuggft  fuch  meafurea  as  have  hitherto  appeared,  in  their 
judgment^  the  moft  likely  to  facilitate  the  procuring  withoot 
lofs  of  time,  in  thelbaft  exceptionable  manner,  and  on  the  kaft 
*noreafonable  terms,  the  largeft  fupply  of  grain  from  foreign 
parts  which  in  the  prefent  relative  ttate  of  the  nurkcts  they  can 
be  expeded  to  afford.  It  was  particularly  with  a  view  to  expo- 
dition  that  they  have  fnegefted  the  propdfed  plan  of  arransmg 
the  bounty.  But  they  ml  it  at  the  fame  time  their  indifpenuble 
duty  expre(sly  to  ibte,  that  they  are  far  from,  enteitaining  an 
opinion  that  any  fupply  by  importation  can  be  depended  upoot 
-to  fuch  an  amount  as  to  reinove  the  neccflity  of  recuiring  to 
every  other  pradic&ble  and  reafonable  mode  by  .which  the  pre* 
fent  fcarcity  may  be  relieved ;  and  particularly  of  attending  to 
£tri€t  ceconomy  m  the  the  confumption  of  wheat  and  floor,  and 
of  promoting  the  fubftitution,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  othct  ar- 
ticles of  food. 

They  intend  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  coniideration  of 
thefe  and  of  other  parts  of  this  extenfive  and  important  fubjed ; 
and  will,  with  the  permiflion  of  the  Houfe,  report,  from  time  to 
time,  fuch  opinions  a^  they   may  be  enabled  to  form  therr- 

UpOD^ 

SECOND 
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SECOND    REPORT 
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^c  SEUECT  COMMITTEE  apppinCQd  ^o  take  int0 
Confidenatibn  the  prcfent  high  price  of  CORN^  and  to 
xolledl  Ev^ence  relative  thereto,  J^ns:  ,to  report  ♦the  iarac^ 
from  Tifp^  to  Time,  a$  it  flull  >4ppef^r  to  tbenp^  to  te 

.    Hetife  with  their  OUervations  thereupon  ; ' 


TTAVB  receircd^  fincc  their  lift  Report,  ftirther  informatioti 
%,\  vefpe&ibg  the  defi€i«acy  io  the  crop  of  qFe,  and/the  great 
daant  of  that  astide  in.  thofe  parts  of  the  xomitrv  whsre  it  foroK 
Ike  prineiple.  fiibftdence  df  the  people  ;  and  they. are  thereby  tfk- 
iduced  tO'thiok^  thft  fmclar  aeafiHes  ought  to  be  adopted  for 
Ah'e  eaconageiiient  of  the  importation  of  timt  ipeciet'  of  grain, 
ss  have  been  reoammended  refpediag  wheat.  They  beg  Imt«» 
therefore,  to  fubmit  thrir  opinion  to  the  Hoofe,  thzt  «  bmimy  of 
ieo  ihiliings/ir'qaarter  ihould  be  given  for  every  c{«arter  of  rye, 
-Mfheighing  not  fete  than  501b.  fer  bttfli'.l  which  ihali  be  impotced 
into  Urrei^t  Btitain  before  the  30th  day  of  September  17969  omil 
the  quantity  of  foch  ryeihall  oqiial  1 00,000*  quartsrii ;  and  aHb 
<thtt  a  bonoty  oi  fix  (billings  per  quarter .  frould  be  given  for 
every  qnarteir  of  rye  which  Ihali  be  imported  into  Great  Bntai|i 
-before  the  30th  day  of  September  1790,  exceeding  the  qoaatity 
to  whidi  the  rbefore^neutioned  bounty  is  limited. . 
.  Yoar  Committee  are  aKo  iaclioed  to  recommend  an  extenfion 
^  the  period  for  which  the  feveral  boaaties  on  grain  and  floor 
.tu«  propofed  to  be  granted.  They  obferve,  from  the  weekly  re- 
niTss  of  the  price  of  wheat  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and  ot  the 
price  and  quantity  in  the  Lt^ndon  market, '  fince  January  laft, 
'that  the  highefl  price  and  the  ^reatett  icarxtty  took  place  dnrinff 
.the  nonths  of  July  and  Aoguft,  and  particularly  in  the  latter. 
TheCe,  therefore,  arc  the  months,  for  .which  it  is  moft  important 
to  provide ;  and  they  are  lead  to  fear,  that  if  the  bounty  is  coo- 
fintd  to  fach  corn  as  iray  arrive  before  Uie  31ft  of  Anguft, 
merhants  may  be  difcouraged  (rom  fondiag  fuppUei  into  thia 
country  during  that  month,  or  the.apprehifnfion  that  tbi;y  may  " 
sotanive  in  time  to  be  entitled  to  the  bounty.  They  beg  leave, 
therefore,  to  fuggcft  an  cxteuiion  of  the  time  to  tb€  30th  of. Sep*  - 

temper  ; 


tciAberj,,and  tftcy  ftibmit,  whether  ir^ght  not  i!i<>beexpcdt 
ent  to  place,  jo  proper  h.ands,,  a  difcretionary  power  of  allowi 
mg  the  l^unftcb  to  foch  ihips  as  may  ayrive  befWe  the  ijthof 
Oaobw-, '  upon  proof  of  their  ha^i^  a^^oally  fcf  ^il  for  Greftt 
j^ritaia,  fr)tti  iherr  refpe^ive  port^,  at  fuch  time  that  they  tnight 
ni  ibe  tirdiutTy  courfe  of  their  yoya(gc,  have  arrived 'before  tke 
joih  of  fcJf  ptember. 

■  Yoifr  Coiwmttee  have  alfo  rocejircda  faggeftiorr  f?orti  merch-* 
ants  tradfifg  to  the  fouthetrt  part  j  of  Europe  and  tqf  Afrfc*,  that 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  enlarge  the  quafitity  to  which  the* 
highrft  boerhty  tipon  corft  brotight  from  thofe  qtfarftri's,  was  pro-- 
pofed  to  be  limited:  They  do  not  ftate  tn  expe^tion  that  Hli^ 
whole  of  that  quantity  can  be  procured  ;  bttt  they  a-e  apprchett- 
five  that  the  original  limitation  may,  tend  td  ch^cfe  fpecslarioik' 
By  the  fear  of  exceedttig  the  qaaniitv  fpecified— and  tfieyptopofc, 
therefore,  tha^  the  faigheft  bounty  fhpijld  fee  exteuWfed  tcj  40o,.©00 
quarters.  •  ' 

Your  Comcrrittee  have  affo  cxatnined  feveral  merchants,  re- 
ceding the  proportion  which  the  bounty  upott  'ihlur  ought  tt» 
bear  to  that  upon  wheat :  Ihey  have  been  fat^sfiect  by  this  exaitiri-' 
nation  that,  in  confiderationof  the  various  ffeci  and  Weight  oFtHe 
ban  els  ufed  ni  diffctent  countries;  it  would  be  xtobre  advifeable 
to  grant  a  bounty  upon  th«  huhdred  weight  of  fbur  than  upod 
the  barrel,  as  had  been  firil  fuggeiled :  th^t  it  is  expedient  to  ^ 
adapt,  upon  the  importation  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour^  the  fanie 
proportion  of  bounties  which  has  been  already  eUablilhed  by  the  ^ 
legiflakure  upon  the  exportation  of  the  fame  (/.  e,)  is.  6d,  fer 
hundred  weight  of  wheat  flour,  as  equivalent  to  five  (hillings/^ 
quarter  of  wheat ;  and  that  the  fame  rale  ought  to  be  applied  to 
Indiaa  com  and  meal. 

In  fuggefting,  in  their  former  report,  that  the  bounty  fi;iven  on 
wheat  ought  to  be  limited  to  fuch  as  weighed  not  lels  than  at 
the  rate  $  5 lb.  per  buihel,  yf^ur  Committee  proceeded  upon  infor- 
mation then-  received,  that  wheat  of  a  lower  weight  was  ufually 
of  fo  inferi«ir  a  quality,  as  to  be  unfit  fer  the  ufe  of  man  ;  and 
under  a  full  pcrfuafion  of  the  neceflity  of  fixing   fome  limit  in 
order  to  prevent  the  objed,  for  which  the  bounty  is  given,  from 
being  defeated  by  the  importation  of  corn  inapplicable  to  the 
fubiiilence  of  the  people.     They  have  fince  received   further  in- 
formation, which  has  fatisfied  them,  that  wheat,  naturally  of  fome- 
what  a  lower  weight   may  produce  wholefome  food  ;    and  that 
cargoes,  not   unfrequently,  arrive  Out  of  condition,  in  confe. 
^uence  of  which  the  weight  is  for  the  time  diminifhed,  though 
It  foon  recovers  ;    and  that  it  might  prove  an  inconvenient  re- 
firaiAt  upon  fpeculatioa,  if  the  meicbant  were  expof^d  to  loofe 
the  whole  of  the  bounty,  by  a  £ipht  inattention  of  his  ai^nts 
abroad)  or  by  a  temporary  and  accidental  deterioration  cf  the 
%rt^  imported  :  they  are  therefore  cf  opinion,  that  a  bounty, 
equal  to  four-fifths  of  the  pro|)ofed  i}Ottaty,  ihouU  be  given 

on 
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on  all  wheat  weighing  not  led  than  at  the  rate  of  jjlh*  per 
bafliel. 

Yonr  Committee  having  Hated  fuch  further  obicrvations  as 
they  have  thought  nece&ry,  refpedipg  the  amount  of  the 
bountiesy  and  the  limitations  as  to  weight,  and  quantitj»  and 
time,  beg  leave  to  recommend,  for  the  prevention  of  fraud,  that 
all  corn  and  flour  imported  for  bounty,  ihould  be  fubje^  in  ad- 
dition to  the  infpedion  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  cufioms,  to 
the  examina^on  of  pcrfons  qnalincd  to  Judge  thereof;  that  witb« 
ont  the  certificate  of  fuch  perfons,  ftating  that  the  article  it 
merchantable  and  fit  for  making  bread,  no  bounty  ihould  be  paid  ; 
and  that  the  importion  of  corn  and  flour  for  bounty,  fliall  be 
confined  to  fuch  ports  in  which  it  is  probable  that  perfons  fa 
nullified  may  be  round. 

Your  Committee  have  alfo  received  infi^rmation,  that  there 
are  fiiips  now  in  the  ports  of  this  country  laden  with  com,  which 
are  intended  to  be  reported  for  exportation ;  alid  that  other  (hips 
may  arrive,  the  confignees  of  which  may  fend  their  cargoes  to 
foreign  ports,  unlefs  tempted  by  the  bounty  to  unload  them  here  5 
and  £ey  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  fubmit  the  expediency  of  ex- 
pending the  bount)^  to  the  cargoes  of  all  (hips  which  may  now  be 
in  the  ports  of  this  coimtry,  or  may  arrive  here  previous  to  the 
pafiiDg  of  the  ad  by  which  it  is  to  be  granted* 


THIR1> 
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THIRD    REPORT? 

FROM    THE 

Select  committee,  &c. 


The  SELECT  COMNfflTTEE  appointed  ta  take  rnt<r 
Cdnfideracion  the  prefent  high  price  of  CORN,  and  to 

.  coiled  Evidence  relative  thereto,'  and  to  report  the  fame,' 
from  Time  to  Time,  as  it .  fhali  appear  to  themi  to  the 

'  Houie  with  their  Obfervations  thereupon ; 

TTAVE  received,  fincc  their  Firft  Rcnoft,  a confiderable num- 
II  ber  of  returns,  made  by  the  CuHodea  itotulotum  of  th« 
oiifKrent  counties,  refpeding.  the  flaie  of  the  lalt  cropi  together 
with  mueh  additional  intelligence  upon  that  fubjei^,  communicated 
"by  many  of  their  members.  They  find  it  however  impoffible  aa 
yet  to  draw,  either  from  thefc  reiurna  or  from  any  other  quarter/ 
a  prccife  conclufion.  The  returns  are  fo  incomplete  in  their 
iiambei;,  and  are  founded  upon  fo  niany  different  principles,  (pma 
ftating  the  whole  quantities  of  grain  produced,  others  the  numbec 
of  acres  Coyrn,  and  others  again  the  average  produce  of  each  acre  ^ 
and  drawing,  in  fome  infbnces,  a  comparifon  with  the  crop  of  la$ 
year,  in  others  with  that  of  certain  preceding  years,  and  ia  others 
with  vvhat  is  generally  called  a  fair  crpp ;  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  combine  and  cozApare  them,  fo  as  to  date  accurately 
the  refuh  of  the  whole. 

Your  Committee  would  have  endeavoured  to  fender  this  in- 
▼efHgatioa  more  compleat,  if  they  had  not  felt  the  great  im« 
portance  of  fnggefting,  without  further  delay,  fuch  meafures  a^ 
have,  occurred  to  them  for  alleviating  an  evil  which  evident}/ 
etifts  to  fuch  an  extent  as  to  call  for  the  mod  effe^lual  remedy. 
'  From  the  bell  coniideration  of  fuch  information  as  they  have 
hitherto  obtained,  they  Ihould  not  feel  theofifelves  authorized  i^ 
aiTuining,  as  the  ground  of  any  opinion  they  may  offer,  that  the 
deficiency  of  the  crop  of  wheat  is'lefs  than  from  i-5th  to  i-6thf 
compared  with  the  crop  of  laft  year,  and  from  I  •4th  to  l-jth^ 
compared  with  an  average  crop.  The  crop  of  rye,  of  which  no 
great  quantity  is  ufually  grown,  may  probably  be  confidered  as 
equally  deficient:  but  the  crops  of  bailey  and  oats  are  reprefented 
to  be  nearfy  double  thofe  of  17^4,  and  at  Iqaft  i^^th  better  than 
.^n  average  crop. 

■  \     '  ^^ 
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It  ajipeari  alfo,  from  tbe  cottcarrtnt  tcftinumy  of  intelligeiie 
peribns,  that  the  ftock  of  wheat  in  band  at  the  commeaceoieot  ajt 
the  Uft  harveft  was  much  left  tfviii  at  tbe  faxae  period  of  the  |ire* 
oedinf  yearj  and  diire  it'  alio  .reaftii  to  tatfteve^^s^at  a  brgcr 
quantity  hai  been  ufed  fer  fted  in  the  prefent  feed  time  than  in 
tne  laft.  One  of  the  cabfes  of  the  extietne  high  price  whick  pre* 
vailed  antecedent  to  the  laft  harveftt  was  eenendly  fuppoftrd  to  ba 
the  very  exhaofted  tbJtc  lo  which  the  ftockof  the  cooBtry^had 
then  bMiiedoced*  .  In  order  to  afoid  a  #epetilioa  of  this  ttil,  to 
die  fame  or  to  a  much  mater  extent  (it  the  facoeeding  crop 
ihonld,  from  nn&vontiUe  babmh  be  later  or  left  prodnftivr 
than  iifuil)  it  it  certainly  extremely  defirable  that  the  ftock  re* 
matMna  in  tbe  Cdmitry  at  the  eommencemcnt  of  Ihe  next  hanretf 
ftottld  DC  (iKjre  ade^nate  to  tbe  dtmaod  than  what  masinei'ilm 
year  at  a  fimilar  period.  Whatever  tt  neceffiirr  kit  this  pwffok0 
oae^t  therefore  to  be  added  to  the  amoont  of  me  defidtncy. 

Your  Committee  hate  ftated  thefe  circumftancet  to  the  Hoofi^ 
in  order  to  expiain  mort  fiilly  the  gronndt  of  their  o|Mnioo,  thtt 
there  will  be  no  fecnrity  aj^ft  ytrj  confiderftble  dtftieft  in  iho 
^lurfe  of  the  enfumg  year^  uokft  tne  deficiency  of  wheiit  «4 
rye  can  be  fapplied  by  imporution ;  or  unlefi  other  meant  tath, 
tae^foundt  by  whidk,  out  of  the  ftock  of  different  /orts  of  gniA 
in  the  coontrT»  t  oomforttble  and  wholefome  fnbfiftence  can  be 
lUmilbtd  to  the  people  dnriiig  the  whole  of  that  period. 

Upon  the  firft  part  of  thit  dteniative,  your  Committee  btv^ 
already  humbly  fuomitted  their  opinion ;  and  though  they  flatter 
diemfelvOi  thtt  from  the  adoption  of  the  meafuret  now  in  con* 
ttmplatton  for  the  6ieouragement  of  the  importation  of  wfaeat»^ 
of  Indian  cnnii  ind  of  rye«  lome  cenfiderabk  fuppliet  liky  be  pro^ 
cured  from  foreign  ptrtt,  Trt  they  fliioold  think  it  rniwife  to  reft* 
fn  any  great  decree  upon  the  hope  that  fnch  fuppliet  cmA  dovcf 
a  large  propoftion  of  the  dificieocy.  Your  Committee  would 
feel  great  regret  m  ftating^  this  to  the  Houfe,  if  thev  were  not 
alfoof  opinion,  upon  the  fulleft  coniiderai*ion>  that  the  country 
poffeflct  other  refourcett  both  more  extenfive  and  more  IS^rei  in 
an  cBConomicti  ufe  of  the  ftock  of  wheat  in  thekingdom*  and  la. 
the  abundant  cropt  of  barley,  of  oatt  and  of  potatoes. 
•  It  it  obviout  that  there  muft  be  a  Tcry  numerout  daft  of  fimu* 
Set  whisre,  in  dmet  of  ordinary  plenty*  the  confumption  ol 
ttbetttn  bread  and  of  flour  u  by  no  meant  an  objcA  of  ftrift  ra» 

Sulation  and  attentioa  ;  and  it'can  be  at  little  doubted,  that,  on-, 
er  fnch  a  jiitfure  at  die  prefent,  an  important  redudion  might 
be  efieded  in  this  refptft,  without  dhntnifhiugi  in  any  deipree« 
the  quantity  neceflary  for  fabftftence.  It  rs  alfo  to  be  reman^ed» 
that  the  confumption  of  thit  c!aft  of  perfons  and  their  fjtmiliM 
together  with  another  dafs,  far  more  exteafire,  confifts  in  « 
large  pt^aportion  of  other  articlct  than  bread ;  and  that  the  ficu* 
Ufion  of  thofe  ckfles  may  enable  them,  as  circumftaneet  reauire, 
t0  augment  in  fome  degree  that  proportioui  and  thereby  to  feaVd 

'     ^  alarger 


« larger  ftoit  of  Ui9  ftock  of  whett  to  diofe  for  wbofe  fubfiArnce 
it  18  more  imipcdiately  efleotial. 

,  Hie  redttdUon  of  the  eonfuoiption  of  wheat  m$f  be  eonfideraUf 
i^ded  amoagft  thU  dcfcripti^n  of  perfona,  and  In  a  great  dectea 
extended  i»  all  ds^  of  the  people*  if  they<aa  be  induced  to 
employ  the  other  ref.urfe  to  which  your  Committee  n^ve  referred^ 
and  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  abandance  of  other  cnopa  to  fupplf 
^  de6deacy  of  wheat. 

For  the  purpqfc  of  afisertaining  in  what.propofftion  the  arucka 
before  ennpierated»  and  ethersy  could  be  miaed  with  wbeavfo  at 
10  product  a  hread  likely  to  anfwer  the  prnpofcs  of  general  conn 
famption^  your  Committee  have  examined  tbc  refult  of  a  variety 
of  cyperinents,  made  by  the  Vidualling  Office  under  the  direc* 
Uon  of  the  Privy  Council^,  ap4  ordered  to  be  Qommumcatcd-  col 
them;  and  of  further  experin^ems,  iince>made  by  the  famo 
office^  under  the  direction  qf  your  Committee ;  and  have  beea 
alfo  affifted  by  the  Board  of  Agrieulture,  who  have  commonicat* 
cd  to  them  an  account  of  triaU  made  with  a  fltll  greater  variety  of 
mixtures.  Your  Committee  fee  no  reafoa  to  doubt  that  good 
brf  ad  may  be  made  from  any  pf  thef?  mixtnreif  with  no  greater 

S'  oportion  thiin  t-Jths  or  a-jds  of  wheaten  flour ;  and  tneie  ia 
e  beft  groand  for  concluding  chat  fuch  bread  would  be  whoIe-» 
fen(ie  and  autritivcf  becaafe  in  many  parts  of  thia  .country,  whero 
labrQT  and  induftry  are  carried  to  as  great  fn  exteot  as  in  any, 
other,  the  people  are  wholly  fed  by  bread  made  of  fome  one  oc 
more  of  the  compooent  parts  of  theie  mijitures.  Your  Com* 
mittee  are  further  encouraged  in  this  opioiooy  by  finding  that  ia 
the  courie  of  the  ^  fcafon  the  nfe  of  mixed  bread  o#  varioua 
liinda  has  beea  introduced  into  general  confumption  in  many 
places,  whofe  confumption  was  before  confined  to  wheaten  bread  t 
that  the  coofe^uence  has  been  a  confideraUe  reduffion  of  prico-feo 
Oie  Injuring  poor  in  fuch  places  ;  and  that  the  ufe  of  it  has  aoc 
been  found  to  oe  attended  with  any  inconvenience*  The  variety, 
of  dllFerenc  fpedes  of  mixed  bread  n  fuch»  aa  to  offer  a  confider* 
able  number  of  atternatives  to  different  parts  of  the  country ;  and 
Chey  wilt  be  natarally  led  to  JdeR  thofe  whicK  are  leaft  foreign 
to  their  habits  and  prejudices,  and  of  which,  ^om  local  drcom-* 
fiances,  they  can  moft  conveniently  procure  a  fupply. 

That  the  facrifice  of  Ibme  degree  of  indulgence,  or  ofprijn* 
dtoe,  as  one  which,  under  the  prefent  circumitancs,  can  be  made, 
sind  oqght  to  be  made ;  and  that  wiUiout  fuch  a  (aciifice  to  A 
^nfidcrable  extent,  th^  country  will  be  expofed  to  ftill  greatec 
difficultiet  than  thofe  with  whicn  it  has  fo  lately  eontended,  is  aa 
opinion  with  which  ypur  Committee  are  fo  ftrongly  impreftd, 
that  they  cannot  too  earnelUy  recommend  it  to  the  ierious  attend 
tiop  of  this  Houfe,  and  of  the  nation  at  large. 

Deeply,  however,  as  they  feel  this  impreffion,  they  are  far 
ifirpm  propofingany  legtflative.meafure  to  enforce  a  compliance 
lirith  uus  fuggeftion.  They  .well  knew  that  Ac  pelade  of  thiip 
and  of  every  other  pountryy  ,are  attached  by  habit  %9  their  accuL 

k  2  turned 
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tomcd  (pede»  of  fdod ;  and  that,  however,  they  tiiay,  by  recom* 
mepdation  and^example,  be  induced  to  make  a  partial  change^ 
yet  aay  fudden  and  expulfory  alceiation  might,  perhaps,  be  more 
lenfibly  felt  than  thc'vdry  grievance  it  was  intended  to  remedy. 

There  are^  ird*  eci,  many  precedents  in  the  ftatutes  of  this  coun- 
try of  the^  interpofiiion  of  the  legiflaturc  for  this  purpofc,  at 
timci  when,-  for  the  lefs  advanced  llatt  of  cultivation  and  com* 
merce,  diftrenes  of  this. kind  occurred  mr.ch  more  freq^uently  suad 
/everely  thzn'  at  later  periods ;  and  even  ia  more  recent  times,  aa 
AA  paffc^  which  authorizes  the  magiftrates,  whenever  they  think 
the  cafe  re^uires^  to  fet  the  aiGze  upon  (landard  whciten:bread 
alone*  and  thereby  to  prohibit  the  making  of  all  other  fotts  of 
bread.  Your  Committee,  however,  entertain  great  hopes  that 
without  applying  this  principle  to  the  prcfent  cafe  the  general 
fmpreflion  produced  by  the  late  diftrefs,  and  continued  by  the 

i)refent  frarcity,  Will  incline  men  of  all  defcriptions  to  unite  vo- 
antarily  ih  the  only  meafure  which  can  give  effc£tual  and  imme- 
diate relief ;  and  they  conceive  that  if  this  Houfe  fhould  give  to 
a  meafure  the  fanftlon  of  i^  cxamule  and  rccommendaiion,  there 
could  be  little  doubt  of  it^  being  immediately  adopted  by  a  pro- 
portion of  tlie  community  fufficiently  numerous  to  fecure  tic  at- 
tainment'of  the  obje6l  in  view. 

Your  Commitrec  bejg  leave  to  fubmit  this  fucgeftion  to  the 
%vifdom  of  the  Hoiife ;  and  they  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  be- 
yond the  line  of  their  duty,  if,  upon  an  oc^afion  fo  urgent  in  point 
if  tin^c,  they  prefume  alfo' to  fuggeft  the  principal  points  which 
fuch  an  engagement  ought,  in  their  humble  opinion,  to  embrace. 
^  T6  reduce  the  confumption  of  wheat  in  the  families  of  the 

perforis  fuWcribing  fuch  engagement,  by  at  leaft  one  third 
of  the'ufual  qflantity  confumedin  ordinary  times. 

In I'order  to  effcd  this  purpofe,  either  to  limit  to  that  extent 
the  quantity  of  ifine  w'heaten  bread  confumed  by  each  individual 
in  fuch  fimille^  • 

"^ '  Or,  to  con  fume  only'  mixed  bread^  of  which  not  more  than  two' 
thirds  ftial!  be  made  or  wheat ; 

*   Otj  only  a  proportional  quantity*  of  mixed  bread,  of  which 
more  than  two  thi^ds  is  made  of  wheat ;  ... 

Or,  a  proportional  quantity  of  bread  made  cf  wheat'  alone^' 
from  wh'clirt^o 'more  than  five  poiinds  of  bran  is  excluded. 
■  Ifii  ftioulcf  be  necefTary,  in  order  to  eifFeA  the  purpofe  of  this 
engagement/ (b  prohibit  the  ufe  of  whetften  flouf.in  paftty,  and 
to  diminifh,  as  ihuch  as  poflible,  the  ufe  thereof  in  otner  articles 
than  bread.     '       •  '       ^ 

By  one  or  more  of  thefe  meafures,  or  by  any  other' which  may 
be  fottind  equally  eFedual,  and  more  expedient  and  pradlicable, 
^n  the  reipe^live  fitudtions  of  perfons  fubfcribin?;  to  enfure  in  thit 
ntmoft  ofthcii'pdwer  the  re^udlion  above  mentioned. 

This  engagement'  to  cmtihue  in  force  until Voi^rtcen  days  after 
the  nextfeffioA  df|)arliament,  nnlefs  the  ayerage  price  oit  wheat 
{haO,  brforc  thjtt  time,  b^  reduced  to  an  ftmouot  to  be  fp^'cilled.* 


t  eg  > 
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The  RisotimoNs  moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  .Ate 
chequer  after  opening  the  Buj^cbt. 


P^mbgr  7,  1795.        .        ' 

MR.  HOBART  (a^cordihg  toordcr)  reported  fromtlieCM* 
miicee  oFthe  whole  Houfc,  to  whom  it  was  'xeferrtd  tor 
er  farther  of  ways  and  means  for  raifin|;  the  firpply.  j^ntcdT 
to  his  Majeily,  the  Refolution's  which  the  Committee  had  direded* 
him  to  report  to  the  Houft*  \  Which  he  read  in  his* phee,  and  after*, 
wardir  deltrered  in  it  the  table,  where  the  fame  were  read  aftdagrted* 
to  by  tht  Houft,  and  are  as  followcth,  viz.- 
.  That,  ©wards  Vaifing  the  fupplygranted  to  hi|  Majelly,  th© 
iTanir  of  eij^hteen  mitlions  be  raifed  by  annuities. 
'  That  eVery  contributor  tonhe  faid  fum'  of  eighteen  mfllioiia 
Aall,  for  every  tool,  contributed  and  paid  be  entitled  to  the 
principal  fum  of  120I.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  ^\,feran'* 
Jmm,  to  commence  from  the  '5th  day  of  July  1795*  and  to  be- 
added  to,  and  made  one  joint  %ock  with,  the  ^\.per<entum  an- 
nuties,  confolidated  by  the  z€ts  of  the  25th,  28th,  29th,  3 ad^  alid 
33d  years  of  the  reigt)  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  fecoad^ 
and  by  fcveral  fubfeqa^nt  a  As,  and  to  be  payable  and  ttansfer* 
table  at  the  bank  of  England,  at  the  famo  time,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  andfnbjeA  to  the  like  redemption,  by  parliament,  as  the 
laid  3 1. ^r  centum  confblidated  annuities  are  payable  and  transfer* 
table  there : '  that  every  contributor  fhall  alfo  be  intitled  to  the 
farther  principle ,  fom  of  25I.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3I. 
fir  cimtumt  to  commence  from  the  loth  day  of  OAober  17951  and 
to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftoca  with  certain  annuities* 
after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  eentum,  which  mre  reduced  from  4U  to  jl, 
fer  centum  per  annum ^  by  an  ad,  made  the  23d  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  late  Majefty,  and  to  be  payable  and  transterrable  at  the 
bank  of  Bngland,  at  the  fanne  time,  and  iu  the  fame  manner,  and 
fnbjeft  to  the  like  redempttoi^by  parliament,  as  the  faid  i^.ptr 
tentum  confolidated  annuities  an^avable  and  transferrable  there  i* 
that  every  fueh  contributer  (ball  iucesife  be  intitled  to  an  an^ 
l^uity  of  fix  ihinfngs  and  fix*pence  per  centums  to  commeaee  from 
Vk^  lotk  dbyof  Odober  17^5,  and  to  cootinoe  ^Ibr  -the.  terai 


cf  fixty^fovr  yetn  and  a  qturter;  md  then  to  ceaff »  o^cr  asl 
above  the  principal  fnms  of  i  lol.  after  the  rate  of  jl.  per  c§uium 
fer  mauum^  and  251b.  after  the  like  rate  of  3I.  ptr  €CMSmmper  «»• 
«crm,  in  refpe^  of  every  looL  to  be  contributed  and  piid  to» 
w^rds  raifing  the  (ai4  X^o^  of  ^ighteemnlQions^  which  annnity 
Qf  ^x  Ihillings  and  iia-f  en€#  /er  cenum,  h  %a  continue  to  fisty* 
four  years  and  a  quarter^  (hall  be  added  to^  and  made  one  joint 
ftock  witht  certaio  annnities  payable  at  the  bank  of  England, 
which  were  granted  for  the  feveral  terms  of  ninety*niiie,  nxnety- 
^i|0|^»  eighty,  fev«ftiy»e^ht,  fereaty-bven  yeaM^  (eveniy-fifp 
years  andan  ha^  j(^(y*ninf .years  and  a  quarter,  |ixty-iin yeart 
and  a  qaarurj  and  "fixty-iive  years  and  a  quarter,  and  weret  by 
the  aft  of  the  ^th,  aoth^  and  a  ad  years  of  the  Kign  of  hk  prefanc 
lifiyefty,  and  by  feversd  fulHeqaent  Afts,  conibiidated  ana  made 
one  joint  flock  of  annaities,  and.  Ihallj>e  paid,  payaUe,  and* 
transterrabley  at  the  fame  titaei  and  in  the  fame  laaaacr,  as  th^ 
^iid.aa^jaiiiea, fo  confolida^tcd by  the  Ada  of  the ftn, aoch^aacl 
^jd  yeasts  of  t)ie  reign  of  Jbis  prefciit  .Mijeify,  are  pavable  and 
anaatcfiafale  at  the  (aid  bank  of  Zagland :  that  the  kveral  ao^ 
^9ii;Lk9^  afterihe  rate  of  3IJ  fcr€€mi9tm  and  ix  ihiUiags  and  fia-» 
pea^  f0r  €€mium,  ib  to  be  pa>NBbIe  as  aforefaid,  ihall  be  charged 
and  c^hargc^^vpon,  and  payable  ontof,  the  con&ilidacc4  fand^ 
th^  every  cODCriootor  ifaail,  on  or  befince  the  loth  diqr  of  lihi% 
Saftant,  Sfoeoiber»  make  a  dejpofit  of  id. /#r  rc«/«as  m  fneh 
ivm  as  he  or  flie  (hall  chafe  to  iubfc^ibe  towards  raiiiag  the  ui4 
li|af^>of  fightcen  niilions,  wi(b  the  .chief  caihier  or  cafbters  of  the 
gl^^i^r  and  company  of  the  bank  of  England,  as  a  fecnrity  fo« 
^aaking  the  future  payments  on  or  befoie  the  days  or  tines  faerc«^ 
ilM((fr.  Bientioafd^  that  is  to  iay, 
, .  ipf.  foF'fifUMa^Jm  or  before  the  aid  day  of  January  ^796. 
.  ipU  ^  rauTM  on  or  before  the  1 8th  day  of  March  neat, 

tot.  f€r  €4Mtifm  oaor  befor<  the  aoth  dt^  of  May  next, 
.  ^  15I. /#r  €ntiim  on  or  before  the  aad  d^  jof  Jnly  next. 
.  Iil«  jkr  i^nism  ,oa  of  before  the  9th  day  of  September  next* 

^S\f  pl^  iMvriHV  oi»^  before  the  I  ith  day  of  N^iveAhrr  next;  aail 

iS^f^  <^afl»  on  or  l^ore  the  16th  ^ay^  of  December  aext. 

Thut  »U,  tlif  moDieiK  to  be  xeceired  by  the  (aid  caAier  or  ca(b-»- 
km  ^f  tl»9..gover|^  and  oompany  of  the  bank  of  Eoglaad,  (hall 
be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer^  to  be  applied,  froai 
tifBe  to  time,  to  fnch  ienrices  as  ihall  then  have  been  voted  by' 
this  Houfe,  in  thJB  feffion  of  parliament :  that  every  contributoTii 
who- (hall  p^y  in  the  whple  of  hia  or  her  contribution  sMiney^ 
tcMvards  th^  ftid  f^tn.of  .eighteen  mtUiona^  at  any  tune  on  or  iK«{ 
lore  the  lothday  of  November  17^,  (haUbe  allowed  an  interet^ 
by  way  of  difcouatf  after  the  rate  of  3I.  ftr  cemimm  fif  samMm^ 
•n  the  fum  (b  advanced  for  completing  h^  or  her  contiibutioi^ 
xefpedi^yy  to  be  conuMit^d  from  the  day  of  completing  the 
toe.  to  Abe  i6(b  day^if  Meqember  1796;  and  thaut  ei^ry  cantrip 
bttvy  «ho  iball  pay  40  <bc  whole  vf  his  pf  liar  ^njuituitkg^ 

money 


Bxmoftr  fi 

A>B^  ts  aRMfakl,  it  my  time  fdbibqoettt  to  tki  ftxhday  of 
U^ecember  179c,  wsd  previdas  to  the  ^otK  doyof  Deotmber  1791^ 
fttll  be  tlldwed  an  kicetvft*  by  way<of  diicoant,  after  taa  rate  of 
3I.  5».  fer  eMmmper-mmmm  00  the  fbm  fo-  completiog  his  of  kcr 
oontribatioii  refpefthrely,  to  be  cofttpoted  fttm  the  &j  of  com^ 
|»bting  the  faaie  to  tbe  i6th  day  of  December  1796. 

Tliac»  towards  raifing'the  fttpply^  granted  to  hit  M^efty,  th« 
ftvOral  rates  and  duties  on  veuaniy  parchment,  or  P^v/tr^  u^m 
Mich  any  rtceipt,  or  the  dHUiirge  for  any  tegacy  len  if  mtf 
will  or  oth^r  teftantentarv  inftromtnt,  or  for  any  ftare  or  part  oif 
a  perfoAaTeftate  divided  by  force  of  the  ftatote  of  diiftribations,  or 
tliie  edbm  of  any  province  or  jitaoe,  ftall  be  ingroflEbd,  written^ 
or  printed  (a*d  which  faid  dutiet  were  granted  by  feveral  Adi 
•f  parliament  made  in  the  aoth,  23d,  and  t^th  years  of  the  reigH 
irf  his  pfefeM  Majefty)  (haU  ceafe  and  determine. 

•  That  towards  raifing  the  fopjdy  granted  to  his  Majefty,  a  dotp 
Be  eharff ed  npOA  evi^  legacy,  and  upon  every  fliare  or  reidoe  of 
tkt  perfeiml  eftateof  any  perfon  dying  and  leayin?  Toch  elbteof 
the  dear  valae  of  lool.  or  npwards;  which  fhalTpaM  cither  by  de-» 
«ife.  Or  bylbrce  bf  the'  ftatnte  of  diftribotions,  or  the  oillom  4t 
miy  pi^vinee  or  place^  to-  any  of  the  fa'ndited  of  the  decetM  iw 
the  feveral  degrees  hereinafter  mentioned^  according  to  the  ram^ 
ftlMWtng,  that  is  to-fay :  where  any  legacy,  or  aay  iitfre  or  kH- 
doe  6f  any  flich  perfonal  eftate;  Ihall  jmI's  to  a  brother  or  fiiler  cf 
l!he  deftmed,  or  to  any  the  ifrae4>f  a'brother  or  filer  of  the  dr«^ 
dtkStd,  lhei«  Ihdl  be  charged  a  dmy  of  al.  for  every*  hondctd 

C^ndi  of  the  iraltie  thereof  and  afiorthat  rate  for  any  greater-ov 
ii  fath  or  quantity :  wheiv  any  logticyv  or  any  fkare  or  refidno 
Of  imy  (h<A  perlbnal  eftate,  fliall  pads  to  a  brother  or  fifter  of  « 
parent  of  the  dtieafed»  or  to  toy  the  ilTae  of  a  brother  or  ifher 
of  a  parent  of  the  dileafed,  there  ihall  boNharged  a  d«ty  of  3L 
fbr  every  hnndred  pounds  of  the  valtte-thtfeol^  and  after  that  nate 
for  any  greater  or  lefs  fura  or  Quantity :  and  where  any  Itgacy^ 
4yr  any  fliareor  refidue  of  aay  inch  perfimal  eftate,  fliaU  pali  to 
any  the  iffite  of  a  brother  or  fifter  of  a  graadMier,  or  grandmas 
dier  of  the  deceafcd,  there  (hall  be  chaiged  a  duty  of  4I.  for  every 
hondred  pounds  of  the  value  thereof,  uid  after  thai  smtB  tor  aiqr 
greater  Or  fefs  fum  or  qaaAtity. 

Tliat,  towards  raiiine  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Mi^eHy,  a 
dnty  of  (SI.  be  charged  Sir  every  nundred  poonds  of  thevalne  of 
any  legacy,  or  any  ihare  or  refidae  of  the  perfasal  efbux  of  any 

terfim  dying  and  leaving  fuch  ellate  of .  the  clear  value  of*  one 
undrod  pounds,  or  upwards,  whith  ihall  pafs  either  fay  dcvifc^ 
Or  by  force  of  the  Aatute  of  diflribntio)i9>  or  the  caAom  of  any 
province  or  place,  to  any  perfon  in  any  more  diftant  degree  m 
<:o!latcnd  confanguim'ty  to  the  deceafed,  than  is  before  charged^ 
or  any  ftrangcfr  in  blood  to  the  deceafcdj  ^uA  after  that  rate  for 
tay  greater  or  Icfi  fuaa  orvquaod'y* 

Tbat^ 


Tkkt/tewatATtfiiJg  the  ftfpply  granted  to  liit  Majefty,  • 
duty  be  chained  upon  the  clear  viOue'  of  any  real  eftate  "diat, 
upon  the  death  of  any  perfon,  (hall  defcendj  br  pafs  by  dcvife^  or 
by  force  of  any  gift,  grants  or  conveyance*  or  by  a£k  or  operatioa 
ofjaw,  t<>f  or  tc)  the  ufe  of,  or  in  trikft'  for,  any  perfon  or  perfona 
ofthe  kindred  of  the  deceafcd  in  the  feveral  degrees  hereinafter 
mentioned' (except  pmxhafers  for  valuable  confidcration  i^dually' 
paid)  in  fee  fimple*  fee  tail  or  for  term  of  life  or  lives,  according 
tcMherates  foUowing*  that  is  fo  fay :  where  any  fuch  eftate  fhaU 
pafs  to  a  brother  or  fifter  of  the  deceafed,  or  to  any  the  ifliie  of 
aluxitber  or  fifter  ofthe  decQafe4#  there  fhali  be  charged  a  dut^ 
of  %\.  for  every  bunded  pounda  of  the  value  thereof  and  after 
thkt  rate  .  for  any  greater  or  lefs  fam  or  quantity :  where  any 
fuch  eftate  (half  pafs  to  a  brother  or  fifter  of  a  parent  of  the  de« 
eeafedy  or  to  any  the  iifue  of  a  brother  or  lifter  df  a  parent  of  the 
dflC^afed,  thezt'fhall  be  charged  a  duty  of  3I.  for  every  hundred 
boonds  ofthe  value  thereof*  and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater  or 
wA  fum  or  quantity  :  and  where  any  fuch  eftate  (hall  pafs  to  any 
tbeiflue  of  a  brother  or  fifter  of  a  grandfather  %r  grandmother 
of  the  deceafed*  there  ftii^  be  charged  a  duty  of4l.  for  every 
hmidred  pounds  of  the  value  thereof,  and  after  that  race  for  an/ 
greater  or  lefs  fum  or  quantity. 

That,  towards  nifing  the  fnpply  granted  to  hit  Majef^,  a 
duty  of  61.  be  charged  for  every  hundred  pounds  of  the  clear 
Trioe  of  any  real  eftate  that,  upon  thedeathof  any  perfon,  fhall 
defcend',  ,or  pafs  by  device,  or  by  force  of  any  girt,  grant,  or, 
conveyance,  or  by  aA  or  operation  of  law,  to,  or  to  the  ufe  o4 
of  in  truil  for,  any  pcrfbn  or  prrfons  in  any.  more  diftant  degree 
of  ooUeteral  confanguinity  to  (he  defeafed  than  is  before  charg- 
cd»  or  to  any  ftranger  in  blood  to  the  deceafed  ^not  being  pur«* 
diafers  for  valuable  confideration  a^ually  paid)  lu  fee  fimple,  fee 
tail  or  for  term  of  life  or  lives,  and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater 
fifiB  or  quantity. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  npm^ 
fvcry  afiAnent  made^  or  to  be  made,  for  the  year  ending  the 
jtb  day  of  Apnl,  1796,  uoder^  or  by  vi.tue  of,  any  Ad  or  A6t9 
of  parliament  now  in  force,  for,  or  in  refpe£l  ofi  the  feveral  rates 
and  duties  under  the  management  of  the  commi£Sooers  for  the 
dEurs  of  taxes,  a  farther  additional  duty  ftiall  be  charged,  after 
theittte  of  id.  iorcfery  liuodred  pounds  of  the  groft  iimoiint 
ofaU  the  faid  former  duucs  charged  by  fuch  afTeun^ent,  to  be 
eonpttted  for  the  half  year  ending  the  faid  ;th  day  of  April 

That,  towards  ntfing  the  fupply 'granud  to  his  Msjefty,  upon 
trvy  aiTcflmentto  be  made  alter  the  5th  day  of  April  1^96,  un-t 
da^,  or  by  virtue  of,  any  Adi  or  Ads  of  parliament  now  in  force, 
for,  or  in  refpedt  of,  the  feveral  rates  and  duties  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  commtfiioncrs  for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  a  further 

additional 
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mMltiansl  4aty;  flball  be  Q)iarged»  aftor  the  nte  of  lel.  (oreretf 
him^d  poundtfof  tlie  giofa  ataoiHit  of  all  the  (kid  former  idmict 
charged  by  fuch  afieflsiCBt. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  foppljr  granted  to  hii  Majefty^  aa 
additional  excife  dnty  of  one  (hilling  to  be  charged  for  every  pound 
weight  of  tobacco,  of  the  grdwtb,  prodaflion,  nr  mamifsidar% 
or  ]?antations«  or  dominions  of  Spain,  PortugaU  imported  into 
Great  Britain  on  dt  after  the  7th  day  of  DjKember  ly^y 

That»  cowards  r^ng  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majrfty,  ai 
additronal  excife  dnty  ofone  (hilling  be  charged  for  every  ponad 
weight  of  the  like  tobacco*  imported  into  Great  Britain -oefbrv 
the  7th  day  of  December  17959  in  any  warehoufe,  according  ik 
the  diredUona  of  ito  A^  made  the  29th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jelly's  reign^  or  of  another  Ad,  made  the  31ft  year  of  the  iaid 
reign. 

That,  towards  ratfittg:  the  fnpply  granted  to  liis  Majefty,  an 
additional  excife  duty  of  one  fl^ilhng  be  charged  for  every  pound 
v^eight  of  the  like  tobacco,  imported  into  Great  Britain  before 
Ihe  7ih  day  of  December  1795,  and  which  (hall  not  adu^Uy  have 
been  deposited,  lodged^  and  fecured,  before  the  faid  7th  day  of 
December  1795,  *°  ^^Y  v^strehoufe,  according  to  the  dirc<Stions  of 
an  A  A,  made  in  the  a9th  year  of  his  prcfenc  Majefly's  reign^  or 
of  another  A&^  made  in  the  1 1  ft  year  of  the  faid  reign. 

That»  towards  railing  the  (upply  grauted  to  his  Majefty  an  ad«> 
ditional  excife  duty  of  oae  (hilling  be  charged  for  every  pound  ' 
weight  of  the  like  tobacco*  which,  on  the  7tb  day  of  December 
t795>  ^^^^  ^^  in.  any  warehcufe,  in  which  ^e  fame  (had 
have  been  depofited,  lodged,  and  fecnred,  according  to  the  di«- 
redionsof  an  Ad,  made  in  the  a9^h  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty 'a 
reien,  or  of  another  A£t,  made  in-ihe  ^i^ye^r  of  the  faid  reign* 
and  which  ihail  be  delivered  out  of  fuch  watahouie  for  homt 
trade,  confumption,  or  manofa6h}re. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  prefent  Ma* 
jefty,  an  additional  excife  duty  oi  one  peony  be  charged  for 
every  pound  weight  of  the  like  tobacco,  which»  at  any  time  from 
and  aner  the  7th  day  of  December  tyg^,  (liall  be  detivercd  for 
exportation  out  of  the  warehoaie  in  which  the  iame  (hall  be  de- 
sofited,  lodged,  and  fecured*  according  io*the  dmdioas  of  tha 
told  A^Sy  or  either  of  them. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fnpply-  granted  to  hit  Majefty,  aa 
addittaaal  eiicift  duty  of  four  pence  be  charged  ft)r  every  pound 
weight  of  tofbarco,  of  the  growth  or  prodn^ion  of  IrcUn  ',  or  of 
thefPQWch  or  production  oi'  his  Maje(ly*s  colonies^  pl^ntationsi^ 
«r  territories,  in  Americas  Or  of  the  United  States  of  Am*  rica« 
imported  into  Great  Britain  on  or  after  the  ^ch  <]ay  of  Deeeovber 


"&, 


towards  raiiin^  the  fupply  granted  to  his  MajeAy^  ah 
additional  excife  duty  ot  fourpcnce  be  charged  toe  tw^^  pouail 
weight  of  the  Itke  tobacco^  impofted-  into  Gieat  Britain  oclbrc 
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the  7th  daf  of  December  17951  and  which  H^ll  not  a^oallv  jbave 
•been  depcilted,  lodged  aad  fecnred*  befote  ^he  faxd  7th  day  of 
December  1795,  ^"  ^^T  warehoufe  according  to  the  dirediona 
of  the  faid  adls,  or  either  of  them. 

That,  towards  r^ifing  the  fapply  granted  to  his  Majeft/t  an 
additional  excife  duty  of  foor  pen^  be  chaiged  for  every  pound 
weight  of  the  like  tobaccp,  which ,  on  the  7th  day  of  December 
'  I795»  ft  all  be  in  any  warehoufe  in  which  the  fame  fliall  have 
been  dcpofitedi  lodged,  and  fecured,  according  to  the  diredions 
cf  :he  faid  adB»  or  either  of  them,  and  which  (hall  be  delivered 
out  of  fach  warehoufe  for  home-trade  confumptiony  or  nano- 
£i6kure. 

Thaty  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an 
additional  excife  duty  of  one  Ihilling  be  charged  for  evrry  pound 
weight  of  fnufF  which  (hall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  by 
the  United  Company  of  Merchnts  of'  England^  trading  to  the 
£aft-IndieS|  on  or  after  the  7th  day  of  December  179^. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fuppiy  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an  ad- 
ditional excife  duty  of  one  (hilling  be  charged  for  every  poi^id 
weight  of  the  like  fnuff^  imported  into  Great  B.itain  before  the 
jth  day  of  Decembtrr  17959  and  which  (hall  not  aduaHy  have 
Deen  depoliied,  iodged,  fecured,  before  the  fati  7th  day  of  De- 
ceinber  I795>  ^^  ^°y  warehoufe,  according  to  the  dirediona  of 
the  faid  ads,  or  either  of  them. 

That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty^aa  ad«. 
ditional  exciie  duty  of  one  (hilhog  be  charged  for  every  pound 
weight  of  the  like  fttuff,  which»  on  the  7th  day  of  December  X795» 
ihaii  be  in  any  warehoufe  in  which  the  fame  (hall  have  been  <ie* 
puHted,  lodged,  and  fecured,  according  to  the  diredions  of  the 
£rid  A6ls,  or  either  of  them,  and  which  (hall  be  doUvcrcd  out  of 
fuch  warebcufe. 

Thar,  towards  raifing  the. fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an 
additional  excife  duty  of  (ix  pence  be  charged  for  every  pound 
weight  uffnuS*  which  (liall  be  imported  into  Great  Biiuin  from 
any  Britifh  plantation  in  America,  or  from  the  Spani(h  Weft* 
Indies,  on  or  after  the  7th  day  of  December  1795. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  bis  Majefly  an  ad« 
ditional  excife  duty  of  fix  pence  be  charged  for  every  poundweight 
the  like  fnuff  imported  into  Great  Britain  before  v  e  7th  day  of 
December  »79(t  and  which  (hail  not  aclually  havjc  been  depo(ited» 
lodged,  and  i«  cured,  before  the  faid  fcveath  day  of  December 
2795,  "^  ^"V  warehoufe,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  faid 
A^»9  or  eiiher  of  them* 

Thar,  towards  rifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Maj\efty  an  ad* 
ditional  excife  duty  of  (ix  pence  be  charged  for  ever.t  pound 
weight  of  the  like  fnuff*  which,  on  the  7th  of  December  17959 
^ati  be  in  any  warehoufe  in  which  the  fame  (hall  have  been  de* 
pofited,  lodged,  and  ftcured^  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
•laid  A£b,  or  either  of  th^flEij  and  which  (hall  be  delivered  out  of 
Jack  wareboofct  ^ 

That 


Tkat,  towards  faUing-  the  fupply  granted  to-  bU  Majefty,  aa 
additional  cxcife  dnty  of  (even  pence  be  charged  for  every  pound, 
weight  of  rnuff  which  (hall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  from 
any  other  place*  on  or  after  the  7th  day  of  December  1795* 
*  That,  to^rards  raifing  the  fypply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an  ad« 
ditional  excUe  duty  of  feven  pence  be  charged  for  every  pound 
weight  of  the  like  fnalF  imported  into  Great  Britain  before  the 
7th  day  of  De.-^mber  17959  and  which  (hall  not,  adually  have 
been  depofited,  lodged,  and  fccarcd>  before  the  faid  feventh  day. 
of  December  179$*  in  any  warehoufe«  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  faid  Ads«  or  cither  of  them. 

That»  towards  raifing  the  fupply  mnted  to  his  Majefty  an 
additional  eiccife  duty  of  feren  pence  be  charged  for  every  pound 
Weight  of  the  like  fnuff,  which,  on  the  7th  day  nf  December 
1795,  (hall  be  in  any  warehoufe  in  which  the  fame  ihall  have  been 
dcpofited;  lodged  and  fecnred,  according  to  the  dire^ions  of  the 
(aid  A£ts,  or  either  of  them>  and  which  ihall  be  delivered  out  oC 
fuch  warehonfe. 

'i'haty  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  hta  ^ajefty,  trtry 
peribn  who  ihall  keep,  and  ufe,  any  horfc,  mare,  or  gelding,  for 
the  jpurpofe  of  riding,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing  any  coach^ 
berlu,  landan  chariot,  calafli,  chaife,  or  any  carriage,  by  what*^ 
foever  name  fuch  carriage  is  now,  or  hereafter  may  be,  called 
or  known  (for  cr  tn  reipe^t  whereof  arty  rate  or  duty  heretofore 
under  the  management  of  the  Commiffioners  of  £xci(e,  and  now 
transferred  to  and  under  the  management  of  the  Cemmiffionera 
tor  the  Affairs  of  Taxes,  is  payable)  ihail  be  chargi;d  with  a  fir** 
ther  additional  annual  duty  of  ten  ihillings  for  each  fach  horfe^ 
mare,  or  gelding. 

That,  towards  raiftng  the  fupply. granted  to  hU  iMbjedy^  every 
perfon  who  fha'!  keep  two  hories»  mares,  or  gekiings,  and  no 
more,  for  the  purpofe  of  riding,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing 
any  coach,  berJio,  landau,  chariot,  calafli,  chaile,  or  any  pthcf 
carriage,  by  whatfoevcr  name  fuch  carriages  no«/  are,  or  here- 
after  may  be,  called  or  known,  ihall  be  charged  w^th  a  farthef 
additional  duty  of  five  ihlHings  for  one  of  fuch  horfes,  mares,  or 
geldings. 

Thai,  towards  railing  the  Aipply  granted  to  his  Majcfty,  cveryj 
perfon  who  ihall  keep  three,  four,  or  five  horfes,  msfres,  or'  geld* 
ings  and  no  more,  for  the  purpofe  of  ridin^^^  or  for  the  purpofe 
of^drawing  any  coach,  berlin,  landau,  chariot,  calafl),  pbaife,  or 
any  other  carriage  by  whatfoever  name  fuch  carnages  now  are, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  called  or  known,  ihall  be  charged  with  a 
farther  additional  duty  of  feven  ihillings  and  £x  pence  for  each 
borfe,  mare  or  gelding,  exceeding  the  number  of  one. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  M^jefly,  every 
perfon  who  ihall  keep  fix  or  more  horfes,  mares,  or  geldings,  for 
the  purpofe  of  riding,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing,  any  coach^' 
htrhng,  landau,  chariot,  calalh,  chaiie,  or  any  other  c;irrlage,  by 
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Whattbever  mmc  fueh  carriages  new  are»  or  heraltef  may  he, 
ctoUed  or  knoiWH  Ihall  be  chtrgjcd  w^th  a  farther  additiooal  an* 
riual  dttty  of  mv  ihiiUagalor  tadx  horfe»  mare^  or  gelding,  ex- 
ceeding the  number  of  one* 

-  That^  towards  raiiifigtiic  fupply  granted  tohu  Majeftyy  every 
perfoti  who  fhall  keep  any  horfCy  mare,  or  gelding,  not  charged 
♦itb  any  former  >aie  or  duty,-  or  any  colt  or  fillcy,  or  any  muk, 
ihall  yield  and  pay  annually  a  duty  of  twa  (fallings  for  each  fuch 
febrfe,  mare,  gdding,  colt,  Alley,  or  mule. 
'That,  towards  raifiog  tbe-fapply  granted  to  bis  Majefly,  the 
feveral  d  utics  on  perfons  exerciiing  ue  trade  and  bofinefr  of  an 
korfe  dealer,  and"  who  fiiaH  take  out  alicenfe  to  nQ  and  ezercife 
die  trade  and  bufinefs  of  an  horfe  dealer,  impofed  by  an  aft  of 
fbe  afth  year  of  the  ragii  of  bis  prefent  oiajeAy,  (hall  ceafe  and 
dectrinitte. 

That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  hts  Msjefty,  e?ery 
petf^ft  exercifing  the  trade  or  bafinefs  of  an  horfe  dealer  within 
the  city  of  Lonaon,  or  the  city  or  liberties  of  Wcftminfter,  the 
#eek]y  bills  of  mortality,  the  parifhes  of  Swnt  Mary  le  bone  or 
Saint  Panoas^  in- the  county  of  Middlefex,  or  the  Borough  of 
Sootbwark,  in  the  conpty  of  Surrey^  and  who  fhall  take  out  a 
Kcenfe  ro  me  and  exercife  the  faid  trade  and  bufineOi  of  an  borfe 
inlet,  'fhiill  yield  and  pay  annually  the  liim  of  20I. 
"  That,  tiiwards  ratiing  the  fupply  granted  to  bis  Majeify,  every 
perfon  ezercifin?  the  trade  and  buHnefs  of  an  horfe  dealer  with- 
out the  city  ^f  London,  and  city  and  iibertses  of  Weilminfter, 
the  Weekly  bdls  of  mortality,  the  parilhes  of  Saint  Mary  h  bene 
and  Saint  Pancras;  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  the  Borougb 
of  Somhwark,  is  tbecouuty  of  Surrey,  and  wholbaU  take  out 
s  licenfe  to  nfe  and  exercife  tbe  faid  trade  and  bafioefii  of  an  horfe 
dealer  ihall  yield  and  pay  annually  the  ftim  of  lol* 

That,  towards  raifine  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty  an 
addrtioftal  exciie  duty  of  onepenny  farth in g[  be  charged  for  every 
^ard  fquare  of  paper  which  fhall  be  printed,  painted  or  ftaioed, 
m  Grekt  Britain,  to  fcrvc  for  hangings  or  otner  tifes  (over  and 
abore^he  dutierpayable  for  fuch  paper  before  the  printing,  paint- 
ing, or  Gaining  thereof)  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or 
mer-^atitity. 

Tbat,  towaids  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  a» 
additional  cxcife  duty  of  five-pciicebe  charged  for  every  yard  in 
length,  reckoning  yard  wide,  of  foreign  callicoe  and  of  foreign 
iiiuflin,  which'  Ihall  be  printed,  ftained,  painted,  or  dyed,  in 
Great  Britain  (except  fuch  as  fhall  be  dyed  throughout  of  one 
colour  only)  and  fo  in  proportion  fqr  any  greater  or  leffcr 
quantity.. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fiipply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an 
additional  excrfe  duty  of  two  pence  nalf-pcntiy  be  charged  for 
every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  yard  wide,  of  all  linens,  and  of 
all  ftwffs  made  eidicr  of  Cotton  or  4inen,  mixed  with  other  mate« 
rialt,  fuRiiins,  velvets,  vclvcrcrts,  dimities^,  and  other  figured  ftuffa, 

made 


made  of  cotton  jiod  other  materials,  mixed,  or  wholly  made*  of 
cotton  wool  wove  in  Great  Britain,  whkh  (hall  be  printed, 
ftained^  painted,  or  dyecl*  in  Great  Britaia~(c]Kep(>fu9h  aa  (kail 
be  dyed  tlwougkout  of  one  colour  ivAyi  and^Mstftade  of  wool- 
len,  or  whereof  the  greateft  part  in  value  fhall  be  woollen)  and  Co 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  Mlvr  quantity. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majcfly,  an  ad- 
ditional excife  duty  of  twopence  faalf-ptnuyl)!  charged  for  every 
yard  in  length,  reckoning  yard*wfdp,  -of  ftafFs  wholly  made  of 
cotton  wool,  wove  in  Great  Britain,  commonly  called  Br^iih 
manu^ory,  and  of  Britift'  nnilifis;  ivhich  'Aftll  bo  pr^ited, 
ftained,  painted,  or  dyed,  in  Great  Bdtsun,  (except  fuchas  ihall 
be  dyed  throughout'of  one  coitn]rt)nfy)''and  fo  in  proportion  for 
any  greater  or  iefier  quantity. 

That,  towards  raiting  ike  Aipnly-  jijmnted  to  his  Maje(ly«  the 
allowance  for  wafte  on  white  and  rock  fait,  carried  coa(t>vife,  be 
dilcontinnfd-  '^  "  -/.      * 

That,  towards  raiGng  t%e  fapply  granted  to  his  Majefty»  the 
time  allowed  by  law  for  the  (Aymcfnt  of  the  duties  on  Ult  be  re- 
duced as  follows;  that  is  tolay^on  white  fah  to  three  months,  en 
rock  fait  td  four  months,  and  on  foreign  falc  impoited  iiMo  Chrett 
Brirain  to  two  months,  ind  the  prefent  ratb  of  difcoinit  %p  be 
allowed  accordingly. 

That,  towards  raifiiig  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty^  fbur 
ftiliings,  part  of  the  drawback  now  allowed  on  the  exportation 
of  every  hundred  weight  of  fwgar  exported ^  in  die  fame  (lafe-in 
which  it  was  importedT  be  no  longer  paid  of  allowri.  -  • 
.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  gran  ted  fto  hisMajefty,  fcur 
Qiillitigs,  part.of  the  drawback  now.  aUowtd  on  the  ^xpo^atioft 
•f  any  refined  fugar  called  bailards,  and  gr^aad  jQt  pondered 
fugar,  and  rtEned  loaf  fugar  broken  in  pieces^  and^aQ  fugar 
called  candy,  be  no  longer  paid  or  alk)wed. 

That,  towar4s  ralfing  the  fipply  granted  to  his  Majcftj,'  fcrcn 
)\illiiigs,  part  of  the  drawback  now  allowed  on  the  exportation 
of  every  hundred  weight  of  any  other  refined  fugar,  be  uo  longer 
.  paid  or  allowed.  «      .     i  ' 

Ordered,  "  .....  » 

That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in  npon  the  (aid  refolationt^ 
and  that  Mr,  Chancdior  Pht^  the  £arlof  Mornington,  ^.  Hbp» 
kins,  Mr.  Jo&n  Smyth,  Mr.  Attorney  Gt^neral,  M-.  Solicitur 
General,  Mr.  Rofc, 'Mr.  Chmlcs  Longy  and  Mr.  Hobarc,  do 
prepare,  and  bring  in,  the  lame. 
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SECOND     REPORT 

FROM   THE 

COMMITTEE, 

Appointed  to  enquire  who  was  the  Author 
of  the  Pamphlet, 

INTITULED 

*  Thoughts  07h  the  Englijh  Governimnt^^ 
ice.  kc^ 


THE  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  enquire  who  was  Ac 
die  Author  of  the    Pamphlet,     intituled,  ^  Thoughts  9» 

.  the  Engli/h  G^vmrnnU — addrefled  to  the  Quiet  Good 
Senfe  cf  the  People  of  England ;  in  a  Series  ^Letters— * 
Letter  the  Firft,  on  the  National  CharaStr  of  Eng&fimm 
— TA^  NatuTi  of  the  Engiijb  Government — the  Cirrup^ 

'  tions  cai^  in  both  by  the  Introdu^ion  of  French  Prinn 
(ipki^^^ihe  Effeffs  produted  by  the  Reformation  and  the 
Kevoliition  uton  Political  Principles-'-^Tbe  Conduff "  cf 
ihe  ff^hig  Party — The  CharaSier  rf  the  modem  Dem^ 
rrtf/i ---London,  Printed  by  J.  Owen,  No.  l68,  Pwj- 
dilly^^ijgSi^'  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  thcit 
Proceedings,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  the  Houfe;  have 
further  enaiiired  into  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  agreed 
upon  the  toQowing  Report. 

MR.  JOHN  OWEN  being  examined,  was  alked.  Whether 
he  perfified  in  his  Refu&l  to  give  up  the  Aiithor  of  the 
^  blet,  intitaled,  '<  Thoughts  on  the  Englipi  Government^ 
$cc,  i**  he  replied,  he  UAx,  it  his  duty,  not  to  give  up  the  Author, 
Then, 

Mr.  Thomas  Wright  wu  alfo  examined,  and  heing  aiked. 
Whether  he  had  not  afked  at  Secretary  of  the  Aflbciation  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Tarern  I  he  replied.  No. 

And  exprefliDg  a  defire  to  give  information  on  the  fubjeft  of 
that  foctety»  which  he  conceived  would  illuflrate  his  .former  evi- 
deuce  5  he   prodnced  a  bode,   containing    their  publications, 

intituled. 
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intituled,  **  Aflbciation  Papers  {*'  which,  at  the  defire  of  the 
Committee,  he  delivered  in. 

And  being  (hewn  the  name  of  J.  Moore,  fccretary,  figned  to 
the  firft  AITociatlont  and  declaration,  and  refolntion)  of  the  fociety, 
on  the  20th  o^  74oreniber,  1792  ;  and  the  N.  B.  which  followed; 
viz.  **  All  letters  and  commtinications  are  reqnefted  to  be  addrefll  d 
to  the  fecretary  at  this  place  ;''  he  tvas  aflced.  Whether  be  kaevr 
the  faid  fecretary,  J.  Moore  ?  he  anfwjcred.  That  J.  Moore  was 
a  man  innubiiut^\  he  expl»ned,  by  ftating  that  he,  J.  Moore^ 
was  merely  ^  fidiciouf  name ;  that  no  fuch  perlbn  exiftcd,  as 
fecretary  to  the  fociety ;  and  that  he  knew  it  at  tne  time  he  printed 
their  proceedings,  bat  that  the  name  had  not  been  continued 
after  a  few  meetings. 

On  being  fhewn  the  proceedings  of  the  fociety  on  the  two  next 
meetings,  of  the  24'h  and  29* h  of  November,  he  admitted  the 
(ignatur^  of  J.  Moore  was  the  fame  fidiiious  name. 

And  being  aiked,  whether  there  uere  an^  fiditious  nan^ 
among  the  lift  of  the  Committee,  publifhed  m  the  procecdidgs 
of  the  29th  of  November  i  he  faid,  ^t  was  fare  there  were  none. 

And  being  aiked,  whether  the  Committee  knew  that  their 
figning  fecretary  was  a  fictitious  name ;  he  'anfwered*  No  one 
but  mr.  Reeves.^-With  regard  to  the  means  of  ci reaction  of  the 
ibciety,  he  faid  they  were  Yenr  extenfive  i  He  believed  the  corre^ 
pondtnce  with  Mr.  Reeves  iiota  other  aiTociations  wo  aid  make 
fourteen  volumes  bound.  - 

And  being  afked^  to  whom  he  returned  the  mannicrlpt  of  the 
pamphlets  in  tilled,  ''  I'houghts  on  the  Englilh  Government* 
4c»?"  he  aofwered,  to  Mr.  Reeves,  from  whom  he  had  received  it. 

Mr.  Andrew  Witfon  being  examined,  faid,  that  he  had  been 
printer  of  the  news-paper  called  <«  The  True  Biiton,"  and  had 
frequent  opporiunities  of  feeing  Mr.  Reeves  v^rite  for  that 
paper. 

And  upon  being  (hewn  the  proof  iheets  of  the  pamphlet,  in- 
tituled, **  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh  Government,  &c."  as  de* 
livered  in  to  the  Uomniiitee  en  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Jcnes,  ho 
was  aiked,  whether  hei  knew  the  hand-writing  contained  in  the 
faid  proof  (heets,  and  the  feparate  paper  thereto  annexed?  he 
replied,  to  the  beftof  hia  knowledge,  they  were  the  hand-writing 
of  Mr.  Reeves. 

At  the  requefl  of  Mr.  Wright,  he  was  again  called  in  ;  auid 
permitted  to  add  to  his  evidence,  as  follows : 

That  it  was  at  his  fuggeOion  originally  that  the  fiftitious  name 
of  J.  Moore  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Reeves  pr»  tempon^  as  it  might 
be  afterwards  dropped  ;  and  at  the  meeting x)f  the  30th  of  No« 
vember,  he  mentioned  the  circumllance  %o  the  Committee,  who 
reiblved  that  the  name  (hould  be  dropt. 

And  being  afked,  why  the  refolution  does  not  appear  on  the 
proceedings  of  that  day?  he  anfweredi  becaufe  it  was  confidered 
QKrely  u  a  private  reA>luiion, 
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'  Veneris f  II**  die  Decimbrh,    1795- 
RESOLUTION. 
RE&OLVED^  Nemne  Contradicente^ 

THAT,  in  confeqnence  of  the  higli  price  and  deficient  fopply 
of  wheat|  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  fuch  meafares  as  may  be 
pradicable  for  dimiDilhing  tbe  confumptioo  thereof^  during  cbe 
coDttnuance  of  the  preLnt  prefTure,  and  for  introdncing  the  ufe 
of  fuch  articles  as  may  conveniently  be  fubflituted  in  the  plact 
thereof, 

AGREEMENT. 
We,  the  nnderfigncd,  imprcfTed  wi'h  a  fenfc  cf  the  evils  which 
may  fi«expereneed  by  his  Majcfty's  fubjcAs,  in  confeqaence  of 
the  deficient  fupply  of  wheal,  unkfs  timely  and  eflFefiual  meafuret 
are  taken  to  reduce  the  confumption  thereof,  within  fuch  limits 
as  msy  prevent  the  preffure  of  adual  fcarcity  previous  to  the  next 
karveft,  and  may  f«cnre»  as  far  as  pofCble,  the  neceffary  fubfiftence 
^  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  until  it  ihall  pieafe  Divine  Provi. 
4ence  to  reftore  the  bleffing  of  general  plenty ;  do  hereby,  jointly 
and  ievcrally,  pledge  ourfelves,  in  the  moft  fotemn  manner,  to 
execute  and  maintain,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  the  following 
RESOLUTIONS ;  and  alfo  moft  eameftjy  to  recommend  the 
'  fame  to  be  adopted  in  onr  refpedive  neighbourhoods* 

yf^e  will  reduce  the  confumption  of  wheat  io  our  ^mtlies,  by 

at  leaft  onerthird  of  the  tifnal  quantity  conf a med  in  ordinary 

times. 

In  order  to  tfk€t  this  redndion,  either  we  will  limit  to  that 

extent  the  quantity  of  fine  wheaten  bread  ufed  by  each  indivi- 

dtfal  in  our  &milies^  or  we  will  confume  therein  only  mixed  bread, 

of  which  not  more  than  two-thirds  ihall  be  made  of  wheat ;  or  we 

wiQ  confume  only  a  proportional  quantity  of  mvnti  bread,  of 

which 
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which  more  thaa  two-ihiitis  is  made  of  wheat ;  or  a  proportional 
quantity  of  bread  made  ot  wheat  a)one>  from  which  no  more  thaa 
five  pounds  weight  of  bran  per  bafhel  is  exclu()ed :  and  we*  will 
alfb  (if  it  flialll>e  necefiary  (or  the  porpofe  of  this  engagement} 
prohibit  io  our  families  thi  ufe  of  wheaten  flour  in  paflry,  and 
diminifli,  as  muck  as  poi&ble>  the  ufe  thereof  in  other  articles 
than  bread. 

By  fomc  one  or  more  of  thcfe  mcafurcs,  or  by  any  other  which 
may  be  found  rquaily  cfFeflual,  and  more  expedient  and  pra£li- 
cable,  in  our  jcfpedive  fltbations,  we  wilt,  to  the  utau>ft  of  our 
power,  enfore  the  redudibn  above-mentioned,  of  at  leall  one- 
third  of  the  quantity  of  wheat  .ofuallf  confumed  in  our  fad(kilies 
io  ordinary  times. 

This  engagement  (hall  remain  in  force  itntil  fourteen  days  aftrr 
the  commencement  of  the  next  jfeffion  of  parliament,  unlcls  the 
average  price  of  wheat  in  the^ whole  kingdom  (hall  be  reduced, 
before  that  time,  to  eight  (hillings /^  WincheHer  ba(hel:'  And 
we  do  carneflly  recommend  to  our  fdlow  fubjefts  to  adopt  and 
flridily  to  adhere  to  the  fame. 

ORDERED, 

That  the  faid  agreement  be  ingro^ed  on  a  roll  of  parchment, 
with  diftinftion  fur  the  couhties  ind  placed  therein,  accordfap;  to 
the  roll  for  fubfcrlbing  the  teft;  and  that  the  agreement  be  left  at 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  in  orJeV  to 
be  fubfcribed  by  fuch  members  of  this  Hohfeas  chufc  to  figU  the 
fame  theiftfe1ves»  or  who  fcall  (igiiify  their  de(jre  to  any  other 
member  of  this  houfe,  or  to  the  clerk  of  the  journals,  to  fabfcribe 
tjhe  fame  for  theni. 


A^  ACCOUNT 
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c  t:  c  S  ^  ■ 
^  §  5  o  S 


5 

-a 


O  *;  c   O  ^ 
H    ^    C    1^  c 

oP^c/3  >se  § 

< 


^Sums   that   will'  pro- 
bably be   wanting  to 
coropleatthc  faid  Bar- 
racks, as /►«- eftiraat** 
of  the  Surveyor. 

.  0       t^ 

CO 

8     2 

Amountpaid  for  Build- 
ing Barracks  prjor  to 
ift  Dec.  1795. 

g,  ?, 

• 

On  Account  of  ereAing  Barracks  for  Officers  aiM 
Men,  with  the  necclfary  Guard  Houfes,  Hof- 
pitals,  Store  Rooms,   and  other  Buildings  re- 
quifite  for  the  Accommodation  of  Infantry,  with 
Charges  for  Boundary  Walls,  levelling  G rounds 
forming  Parades,  Roads,  Sec,        «-          .. 

On  Account  of  ere^ng  Barracks  for  Officers  tnd 
Men,  and  Stables  for  Horfc),  with  the  ne.  eflary 
Guard  Houfcsy  InfirmarieSi  Hay  S^ieds,  Forget^ 

• 
< 

1       1  1 

1       *l 
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Paid  OB  Account  of  Xreding  and  fittli^g  Tem- 
porary Barracks  as  per  Sutement  -^ 
Sams  due  to  complete  the  famci  as/^r  Statement, 
Paid  for  Re/its          —            — ^  —  ' 
Paid  on  Account  of  Bedding  for   the  above 

Barracks         ■■  — -  — 

Paid  on  Account  of  F  ami  core  and  Utenfils^  do. 
Paid  for  Forage,  Beer,  Coals,  Candles^  and 

Wood        -  — 

Paid  Lodging  Mancyfor  Officers,  where  Accom- 
modation coold  not  be  provided  in  Tempo- 
rary Barracks  —  •— •  -^ 
Paid  Superintendants  and  Banrack  Mafters  on 
Account^  for  the  Supply  of  Coab,  Can. 
dies  Wood,  Rents,  &c.  &c.  the  Accounts  for 
which  are  not  yet  delivered        —        -* 


48,608  o  o 

8,719  ^  ^ 

16,806  o  o 

40,743  o  o 

12^92  o  o 

79,008  o  o 


1,58a    o    o 


34»5H    o    o 


24347*    o    o 


OL.  DE  LANCr, 

Bairrack  Matter  General. 


ACCOUNT 


ACCOUNT  of  all  Sums  of  Money  that  have  been  iflued  fbf 
trt**  EriAion'i»f":«  ARRACKS,  fayihe  Barrack  MaW- 
General,  in-Gndttifoyiind  ftrttfy  fpecifjring  the  Places  at 
^hich-fueh-Barratiks' haVe'  been  eroded,   and  the'  Sums 

-expended  ^pnneacb)  and  for  providme  Bedding,  Furniture, 
and  Ueenfils^forth^'fainc,  ffom  ift  January)  1790  to  i.ft 

'  December' 17^5,  ..    c  .  ♦    -J     -  ^ 


BARRACK, 


Moulin  da  Mont 


L'Hivercufe^  - 
Le  Hornet 


St.  Owen'ft  Bay 


Grouville  Bay 


-GUERNSEY^ 


Paid  oil  Account  of.  fKcftiog  Bar- 
racks,  for. Officers,  and. Men* 
if^th  .  ^-  neccfiafy  Gqaird 
Hattffs^  Store  f.R<^^,  aad 
Otli^r  l>aildin^s  requifite  for  the 
Accboimodation  of  Infancy  - 

m      -  4>**       -      D*^     - 

D,?)?ittrD;g  Temporary  p®    - 

Paid  on ,  Actount  of  Bidding  fox 

the  above  Bmacks 
D9       -    Furnitajre  and  UtenfiU 

.    for  D'*  \- 
D**         -     for  the   Purchafe  of 
Land ,  &c:   for  the  purpole  oi 
creding  Barr^ks  thereon 

^      .    JERSEY. 
Paid  on  account  of  ere6ling  Bar 

racks  for  Officers  and  Mfn, 
,mth  the  nccdfery  Guard 
.Houfes,    Store    Rooms,,  and 

other  BU4ld[ings  rcquifitcfor  the 
,  Accommodation  of  Infantry 

Do"   .'  DS      -  -    D<l    - 
D**  Fitting  Temporary  DS     - 

PHid  on  Account  of  Bedding,  foi 

the  above  Barracks     - 
Do!     -.   Furniture  and  Utenfih 

for     Da 
I>^  .    for  the  Purchafe  of  Land, 
Sx.  for  the  Purpofe  of  erefiing 
Barracks  thereon         ^    *. 


OL:  DE  LANCEY, 

n  Barrack 


AMOUNT;  - 


3,630.. 

8,287 

2,280 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

960 

247 

0 

0 

0 
0 

6,240 

0 

0 

2,652 

0 

0 

4*030    o    « 


7,865- 

6,481 

7,886 
1^29- 

478 


o    o 


o    o 


o    o 


o    o 


^4»»S4 


o    o 


Maltc;*'  General* 


('9^    ) 


1 


An  Account  of  A^^fuinb^r  and  Na^ifs  6f  all  BARRACK 
.  MASTI^RS^  vritb  their  rerpe^ve  $8lart«s,a)id  EmpluiDcais, 
:  which  hate  beeD  i^^i^  to  fuffcriatend  Ae  fevfral  Bar- 
rack;$  b«ilt,  oi;  ifltciHfed  to  bo  buil^  in  Greaf  BriiUu/t^ 
lerfef^  and  Gwrf^j^\  ynder  the  Oira^oa  <  of  the  Banack 
Matter  General|  /rom  xft  January,  1790,  to  i^  Dfccabcry 
1795.  


UK4  aii^i  >  m> 


BARRACKS.  jBARRACK   MASTERS. 


Ayr         -    • 

Aberdeen '    - 

Bamftaple    - 

Birmiogham 

Blatchington 

Bridporc 

BrightQn     ^• 

Beverly     -   - 

Canterbury , 

Chelmsford  ^ 

Chrirtchurch 

C^lchcftcf   '. 

Coventry 

Cttydbn 

Dorchefter 

Dond^e 

Eail-Barne 

Exeter 

Etfinbro' 

GuiUford 


Gla/gow 
Gucrnfey 
Hbuoilow     - 


Hyde  Park 
Hamftoii 
Ipfwhich 
Jmfcy.  .  . 
Lincoln 
Manchefter 
Montnofe 
lAudbsry  - 


(lugb  Ferguflbn 
G^^rffe-SyiBVitf 
JadMs  Bifleigh     • 
Jo^A  BT6ok« 
TkcMfias  Hatben 

Vf'itiiath  Rft^dall    < 
Jdmes.GaMfeath 
John  LauSQfi     « 
Val.  Maf]^ 
M.  Pike,    ..     .   . 
Btn.  Craven/    -  * 
Gfeotob  Loft 
Cbarles  Tiofitell     ^ 
Henry  Towe    - 
William  I>o<iglte    • 
Charles  Drit^S     - 
Tkonnts  Edt^ards  ' 
ThdtaarColhotin  ^ 
Tbomas  BougblbQ 
^fpcrif  RoUnfoa 
via 
!    Soughton. 
Rkhard  Marfliall 
JolTepk  Allicocke 
TJiomas  Thompfon 
R.'W,  iJV'jnclicftcr  • 
'  via 
Thooipfoti 
Johii  Piper 
St^hen  Lodcart 
Jalnet  Pierde 
Stephen  Warts 
John  Padbtt*     - 
WlUiam  Farteer 
Alex.  TumbuU 
WilUam  Thome 
George  Loving 
via 
TbecDe«.    ' 


10^.  per  Dimm 
16$.      H^ 

£^,  f09b'io/«^ 
KHpitDiM. 


SALARIES. 


4lfO** 
•jlo/.- 

100*. 

io«. 
foi." 

I0/« 

loy. 
I  or. 

<o/« 


108. 

10/. 

lOJ. 


10/; 

ios« 
lox. 

10». 
lOi* 
I0#. 

5'- 
5'- 


]>ft  intended  to  be  boilt*. 


D^  difcontinned. 
D^  lAbeaM  to  be  buUt^ 

BARRACKS. 
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fAttkAtlLt. 

BAflRACI^  MASTi^^S. 

-^  SAtAWE8.'  •    -  -  .       « 

Norwhich    - 

lobprt  Sucklbe 

xoU'per  Diitn* 

Noxthtmptoit 

Frauds  Dfborn 

XOs. 

D«. 

Samad  Knollis 

lOs. 

D5 

Ofborn. ' 

• 

George  Cartwright    - 

lO/. 

D» 

PbTcfacftcr     - 

AUftAM«KeAzie        - 

4/. 

DO  aOiM. 

Rmnford*     -Getn^  Wtde            .| 

*«J. 

D< 

Saxmandhaxn 

Francil  Mowatt 

5'- 

Q^  dircontiniMd. 

Sheffield       - 

William  Gibfon 

101. 

D- 

So«ch«mpton 

W.  A.  Erandreth       - 

5'- 

D<» 

SundciUnd   * 

John  Dickfon        -    - 

XO/. 

D' 

Sbirewibury  * 

George  Young 

lO/. 

D^  dlfcondnaed. 

Tavnton       •  Edward  Foy 

5«- 

D" 

Totncft        •  W'Hitm  Adams 

5'- 

D9 

William  Thornc 

5*-- 

P?    . 

VtC€ 

Adams.      -              i 

"       '           \ 

Trowbridge 

Morris  Roblnfon 

5'- 

DO 

" 

H.  Johnftone 

yx. 

•jy                  .      - 

vice 

Robinfon. 

Wareham     - 

Thomas  Morris 

5'* 

D" 

Samuel  Moore 

5^- 

D«f 

wicg 
Morris, 

•• 

WmcKcftcr 

William  Lewis 

I  or. 

D' 

Weymoath   «|Thomas  Rodber 

■15^. 

D" 

Yofk 

.IJ.  H.  Cruger 

-'10/. 

D^ 

Several  of  the  above  Barrack  Mailers  being  not  yet  provided 
with  Accommodation  in  their  refpedive  Barracks,  are  allowed 
Lodging  Money  not  exceeding/',  ^o. per  Jnnum,v^\l\i  On^ 
Room's  allowance  of  Coals  «fNi-OMi41<:s  in  the  proportione 
iflucd  in  Barracks  :  bat  no  Fee  or  Emolument. 

OL.  DE  LANCEY, 

Barrack  Maftcr  Genc.al. 


&9 


A* 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  all  Sums  of  Money  that  have  hcen  iflued 
by  the  Board  of  Ordnance  for  theTIreflion  of  B  ARRACKS 
in  Grtat  Britalfu  jferfy^  and  Guernfeyi  fpecifying  the 
places  in  which  uich  Barracks  have  been  ereded,  and  the 
Sums  expended  upon  each,  and  for  prividing  Bedding,  Fur- 
niturci  and  UtenAls  for  the  fame,  from  i  ft  January  i^qo  to 
the  I  ft  I>ay  of  December  1795  ;  together  with  an  Account 
of  all  Sums  of  Money  due  upon  the  lame  Account:.  ■ 
And  alfo.  An  ESTIMATE  of  all  Sums  neceflary  for  com* 
pleting  fuch  Barracks  as  are  now  building,  or  intended  to 
be  built :-: ^^Alfo,  The  Number  and  Names  of  all  Bar- 
rack Matters,  and  other  Officers,  with  their  rcfpcfirvc 
Salaries  and  Emoluments,  'which  have  been  appointed  to 
fuperintend  the  faid  feveral  Barracks,  built  and  intended  to 
be  built ; 

Prepared  purfu^int  to  Two  Orders  of  the  Hon.  the  HOUSE 
of  COMMONS,  4th  December  1795. Viz. 


NEW  BARRACKS  creacd.  £.    j.   /• 

lilandof  Jerfcy^Parrack  withaStorchoufe         -|  §,Syg  18  ti 

Woolwich  -  -  Barracks  and  Officers  Quarters, 
Hofpital,  Subles,  and  otl^er 
Buildings  -  5h^9^  ^^     ' 

Redding,  Farnlture,  and  Utenfils  for  the  faid 
Barracks  •  •  «  3>523  15  10 


62,595  "     S 


ESTIMATE  of  Sums  neceflary  for  compleating 
fuch  Barracks  as  are  now  building  or  intended 
;o  be  built,  vi^K. 

At  Woolwich  -  * 

|n  Edioburgh  Caflle  •  « 

In  Pprtfmouth  Garrifon  3  « 


15,086  15    S 

10,179    ^    ^ 

7»^77  17    3 
32,943  12     I 

Thcr^ 


{    93    ) 


There  has  alfo  been  expended  on  aecoun'     ^.    /.    J, 
cf  Ttfinpoiary  Barracks  at  Aindry  places  on 
the  Cecils  of  Kent«  SufTex,  and  Hampihire    31,135  lo    9 

B^ddlxig and Uienfilafos: the £ud Barracks    .    .     i6,iS7     a    ft. 

I' 

Thomas  Harbin,  Barrack  Matter  at  the  Tempo 
rary  Barracks,  at   Bla  chingcon  and  Seafofd,   at 
£,  109'  10/.   pe*-    Annum,  has  been  paid  by   the 
Ordnance  to  31ft  March  2795,    ' 


47,322  12  II 


W,  HOWE. 


Of&ce   of  Ordnance, 
'  5tb  February  1796. 


A.  ROSS. 
THO.  BAILLIE. 


Aa 


I 

k 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  and  Names  of  the  fevcral 

OFFICERS,   with   their  refpeaive  Salaries,   who  have 

boen  appointed  to  (uperintcnd  the  feveral  Barracks,  built  or 

intended  to  be  built,  in  Grsat  Britain^  J^Kfih  '^^  Gvermjey^ 

^finte  ift  January,  1790,  to  ift  Deceaiber,  1795- 


BARRACK  MASTER  GENERAL- 

Major  General  DeLancey4QS./cr  day  on  the  eftabliibmeoty  asd 
40?.  extra,  with  his  adual  expencies  for  contingencies  a^  oa 
account  of  travelling ;  but  no  fees  •t  emolument  oft  the  receSjjf 
or  expenditure  of  money. - 

DEPUTY  Barrack  Mailer  Qeneral. 
Lieut*  Col.   Tayler  aos,  per  day,  with  his  a^ual  expences  on 
account  of  contingenciet  and  iravftting ;  but  no  fees  or  eaiolu* 
menc  on  the  receipt  or  expenditure  of  money. 

ACCOUNTANT. 

John  Stanbanky  Efq.  £.  347  per  Ann. ;  but  no  fees  or  emoluAent 
on  the  receipt  or  expenditure  of  money. 

ASSISTANT  Barrack  Mailer  General  for  the  Superin tendance 
of  all  Supplies  of  Barrack  Stores. 

l^rederick  Mac  Kenzie,  Efq.  ;^.  300  per  Ann.-,  but  no  fees  or 
emolument  on  the  receipt  or  expenditure  of  money. 

ASSISTANT  Barrack  Maifter  General  for  Vlfitmgaod  Infpeaing 
Barracks. 

John  Stapleton*  Efq.  158.  per  day,  and  his  travelling  expences  ; 
but  no  fees  or  emolumen  t. 

ASSISTANTS  to  the  Barrack  Mafter  General  for  the  prefent 
Service  of  the  Department. 

Oliver  Barberie,  John  Fofter  Hill,  Charles  M'Pherft)n,  Efq.  at 
lOs. per  day  each,  with  their  trUvelling  expencies;  but  no  fta 
or  emolument* 

OFFICERS  appointed  to  fuperintend  and  infpea  the  EftaUiihed 

and  Temporary  Barracks  in  the  feveral  parts  of 

England,  Guernfey,  8tc. 

M^jor  William  Lewis,  Col.  J.  H.  Cruger,  Capr.  John  De  Lanccy, 
Lieut*  Col.  Benfop,  Edmund  Andrews,  Efq.  alios. /^  day 
each,   with  their  travelling  expencies;  but  no  fees  or  emolu* 

•  ment* 

BUILDING. 
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BUILDING. 

,    ASSISTANT  Bannck  Maflcr  Oentml  ^fer  CDifduAltog  the 
Baildiag  Branch  of  the  Barrack  Department. 

Henry  CaftkmaD,  Efq-  los*  per  day,  and  his  travelling  ezpences  ; 
but  DO  fees  or  emolument. 

ARCHITECT  and  ,8U1LVEY01L 

James  Johnfont  Efq.  20a.  fer  day,  and  20s.  extra  when  on  duty 
in  the  country,  and  bis  travelling  ezpences. 

ASSISTANTS  to  Architea  and  Surveyor. 
Mr.  William  Latimer  los.  ^r  day,  and  los.  extra  when  on  duty 

in  the  conntry^and  hia  travcUinif  expences. 
Mr.  Rice  ^.  1 00  per  Ann. 

l^ORTH  BRITAIN. 

ASSISTANT  Barrack  Mafter  General  for  conduaing  die 
Bufinefs  of  the  Department  in  Scotland. 

Co!.  Alexander  Baillic;^.  ^oo  per  Ann.  and  his  travelling  expencea^ 
'  with  un  allowance  of  £,  ^oper  Am.  for  rent  of  an  Office^  swtli 
•  coals  and  candles  for  the  fame ;  but  no  fees  or  «»oIii«ieiit;  on 
^    therecetpcofftxpenditore  of  money.  ^ 

ASSISTANT. 

Papt.  David  Robertfon  101  .^  izy,  and  his  travelling  expehces  ; 
but  no  fees  or  emolument. 

ARCHITJECT  and  SURVEYOR. 

John  SairfeH,  Efq,  im.per  day,  and  xos.  extra  when  bn  dilty  in. 
the  country,  and  his  travelling  expences. 

OL.  DE  LANCEY* 

Barrack  MafterXSeoend; 


PUHTHUl 


-  /   56   I 
FURTHER     REPPR;T 

FROM   THE 

COM  MIT  TEE, 

Appointed  ca  enquire  who  Was  the  AuAor/ 
ofthc'-Pafniihlet,    '. '     \ 

.       .         INTITULED  .... 

^  Thoughts  on-  the  Englijh  Governmeni^'' 


lut  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  enquire  who  was  die 
.  die  Author  of  tha  Pamphlet,  intituled,  ^^  Thoughts,  en 
the  Englijh  Governmtnt'^  addrcflcd  to.  the  Qpiet  Good 
Senfe  pf  the  People  of  England  j  in  a  Scries  of  Letters- 
Letter  the  Firft,  on  the  National  Cliaracler  of  EngHJbmett 
^L'JThe  Naturt'of  the  Englijh  Govcrnnieht — the  Oirrup^ 
tions  caufed  in  both  by  the  InfroduSiim  ^f  Fr.eHch  Prin* 
cttles^'-The  Effc£li  produced  by  the  Reformation  and  ike 
•  Revolution  ubon  Political  Principles^ ^^^Tbe  ^£ondo^  tf 
the  ff^h/g  Party^^'T/pe  Chara^ler  of  the  modern  Demo^ 
rr£?irx— -London,  Printed  by  "J,  Oweny  No.  168,  Pkca^ 
dillj^'"'i2<)$i"  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  their 
Proceedings,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  the  Houfej  have 
purfuAHt  to  tt)e  Order  $f  the  Houfe,  enquired  into  the  matter 
to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  the  following  Report. 

MR.  JOHN  OWEN  being  examined,  faid.  That  he  i«  a 
bookfelier,  and  lives  in  Piccadilly, 
And    being  aflced,    if  he    knew   a    publication,    intituled, 
•*  Thoughts  on   the   Englifc  government  r"  he  replied,  Yes ; 
his  name  was  figned  to  it. 

After  thisdeciararion,  Mr.  Owen  declined  giving  any  further 
information  to  your  Commiicce,  on  the  plea  ihat  it  might  tend 
to  criminate  himfelf. 

And  being  finally  afked,  whether  he  perfiftcd  in  refufing  to 
aofwer  any  quclUuiiS  the  Conimiuce  might  pul  to  hihi  ?  he  re- 
plied. Ye?.  * 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Jdin  Lake  bc^M  oxamincd,  .laid,  that  he  koow$  Mr. 
■Wwht,  the  ptimbcu  ia  reteiboroagh  Coeurt,  as  alfo  Mr.  Sireet 
.an(LMr.  Stamp*  ,      . 

And  being  aikedt  whether  he  ever  heard  thefe  peHbns  fpeak  oi 
a  pamphlet,  intitukdt  ''  Thought3  on  the  EngUfh.  Government } 
he  md,  he  had. 

And  being  aflced,  whether  he  fver  heard  them  fpeak  of  the 

anther  of  the  pamphlet?  he  faid,  Vcs ;  and  that  he  heard  Mr. 

M'.Po«idrs  brother  acknowledge  that  he  i:omporcd  the  prefs  for 

.^e  paraphler,  pafticuhrly  thofe  paxiCs  which  nave  been  deemed 

libdiontiby'  the  Haufe.of  ComoKms;  ^nd  aUb  that  Mr.  Reev^es 

,  had  been  haclcwards  and  forwards  at  the  pffice,  and  the  pamphlet 

was  commonly  koowji  throughout  the  office  by  the  name  of  Mr. 

'  Reevea's  pamphlet.     That  Mr.  Wright,  the  printer,  was  com- 

miffiooed  by  Mn.Reevesr  to  get  a  perfoa  to  pnblifh  the  faid  pamph- 

.  let  ;,and in  confequence  Mr.. Wright  applied  to feveral bookfeller^, 

who  refufed  to  publifh  it,  Mr.  Wright  refufing  to  give  up  th® 

anthor;  and.Mr.  OWen,  in  Piccadilly,  undertook  to  puhliih  it, 

.and  Mr.  Wright's  porter  delivered  it^  by  the  iia  me  of  Mr.  Reevet 'a 

pamphlet,  to  Mr.  Oweo.;  and  the  witaeik  chinks  Mr.  M'DowalPa 

brother,  (aid,  .that  Mr.  Reeves  ma4e  fome^ interlineations  at  his 

,£kane,. while  Gompoiiag>  a»d  ih^t  Mr^  Rcf^es  generally  corre^rd 

theprcft. 

Mr.  Chades  M^owall  beoig  exan^ined,  faid,  that  he  is  com- 
pofoor  to  Mr.  Wright.  That  h^  ^ecolkdls  the  pamphlet,  in- 
ticnied,  **  Tbonghts  on  the  EnglUh  Government,''.  heUg  printed 
at  his  office. 

And  being  aikcd,  whether  thei  prefs*  w^^  corro^d  during  the 
pinting  of  the  pappfalct  fraor  the  ma^nafcidpt  (hcpu  ? ,  he  faid,,  it 
was* 

And  being  .a(ked.^Jiat  perfops  he  faw  faperintending  the 
jpcrfs,'  and  correfting  .the  pi^oofs  ?  he  xftplifd,  m  one,  but  Mr. 
Reeves. 

Apd  .being.aiked,  if  he  kn^w-Mr.  Reeves  by  fight?  he  fald. 
Yes?  he  lives  iaCccil'ilreet, 

And  being aikedy  whether  he  faw  Mr,  Reeves  frequently  diriog 
the  printing  of  the  pamphlet,  fuperint^ndiag  the  work?  he  faid, 
yes. 

And  being  jdksd,  if  he  ever  faw  Mr.  Reeves  wnte  on  or  corrad 
any  of  .the  proofs  ?.he  iaid,.  he.  wa^  not  cei;tain.  . ,   ' 

And  being alked,  whether  he  ever.fpoke  to  Mr.  Reeves,  at  Mr. 
I  Wright's?  he  faid,  yes;  frequently. 

And  being  aiked,    whether    Mr.   Reeves's  copdufk  at  Mr. 
.  fWrighi's  waa  fuch  as  to  lead  the  witnefs  to  believe  him  to  be  the 
author  of  thepamphkt?  he  replied,  yes. 

And  being  alked,.  whether  he  knew  the  hand*writing  of  Mr. 
Reeves  ?  he  faid,  yes  -,  the  hand-writing  that  goes  for  his. 

^  And  being  afked,  was  the  hand-writing  of  this  pamphlet,  in 
his  opinion,  the  fame  as  the  bandvii[nci|ag  that  goes  for  Mr. 
Reeves's?  he  faid,  yes. 

o  WiUiaca 
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WiTliatn  Aaguftus   Miles,    Efquire,    being    examined,    vm 
afked,  A^hcthrer  he  fias  any,  and  what  reaifon,  4»  know  who  is  tBc 
aiuhor  of  the  pamphlet,  intituled^  "  Thouehts  oa  the  Engliili 
Govcrnmem?"  he  faid,    yes      In  the  'flHl  Inftance*  from  Mr. 
Owcn'd  having  prefen'tcd  It  to  him  as  Mr.  Reevea^s  pampMet ; 
and  in  ihe  courfc  of  a  few  hours  afterwards,  mee^iit^  Mr.^  Reeves 
tunjing  out  of  the  treafory,  he  (the  witnefs)  iD/ormedhiin,  that 
'he  had  received  a  pamphlet  written  by  him.     Mr.  Reeves aiked 
i*Kim  \he  title.    He  told  him.—  Mr.  Reeves  then  enquired*  if  John 
Owen  had  informed  him/thai  he  fMr*  Reeves)  was  the  author. 
Frrtm  delicacy  to  the  bookTeller,  he  faid,  no;  but  the  CoiKtw^s 
r^ye5»ledl)y  a  printer's  m?rn,  who>   by  M»-  Owen's  dedacuioii, 
he  underfti)6d  rn'  be  Mr.  Wright's  man.'  Mt.  Reeves  thcm«car. 
■  rellly  recommended  him  to  read  the  pamphlet ;  and  to  the  beft  of 
his  reconeftinn,  Mr.  Reeves  defirtfd  hifti  toiet  him.knoir  wlutt  he 
;  thaopht  of  it.     Th^t   the  witnefs,  on  hisivrom,  read  itj;  and 
'  fiiind  the  following  paffao;e :• '  .«,..•, 

'*'   *•  Inline,  the  governincrit  of  England k a' monaichy;  tIi««o- 
^  narchy  is  the  at  crent  ifock  from  w^idrhavt  fprang  thofegoodi/ 
.'*  branches  of  thelegiflature,  the- Lords  alid  CoiDmoiit»  ^uuat 
.  '*  the  fame  time  give^ornament  to'  the  uee,  and'affbrd  (htlter  to 
'  **  thofe  who  feek  proteflion  under  k.  >  But  thcle.aie  itittjoaly 
"  branches,  and    derive  their  origin  and  their  nutriascnt  from 
'  *T  their  common  parent ;  they  may  be  lopped  off,  and  the  tree  i» 
'  •*  a  tree  ftill ;  (horn  indeed  of  its  honours,  but  not  like  theof  call 
**  into  the  fire.     The  Kingly  govern  inent  may  goon  j  in  all  its 
f<  fun^ioDS,  without  Lords  or  Commons,"  fo  repugnant  to  the 
]  -principles  of  the  Rcvohitiort  of  1688,  that  tht  wttncfs  immediate// 
'  fent  a  rranfcript  of  .it  to  the  Chancellor- of  the  Exchequer^   ac- 
companied by  a  letter ;    and  on  the  morning  following  the  wk- 
n?(^  n  rote  a  letter  to  Mr;- Reeves ;t  a  copy.*'  o/'tvJBdi  letter,  was 
delivered  in  to  the  Oommr^tee,  and  >rcad»  the  witDefg  jeqneftxag 
it  might  (land  as  part  of  his  examination  ;  and  is  as  follows  ?« 
• '-••^  Pall  Mali;  Novembcr6, 17^5. 
^'  1  have  re^d  your  pamphlet.  Sir,  with  equal  attention  and 
^'  concern ;  with  attemio'n/becaufe  you  recommended  it  ftrongly 
'*  to  myperufal,  aud  with  concern,  becade  I  waa  hurt  that  any 
'*  map,  acquainted  with  the  principlrs  of  the  Englifti  conftitvtiqn, 
"  (houldrhavethc  ihdifcretion  or  efFrontcpy  to  xufreprefent  them 
'^  in  a  manner  fo  very  grofs  and  unpardonable.^— Snch  writings 
'"-^'-tend-  to  bring  monatchy  much  more  into  difrcpute  than  the 
'*  har<"ngues  of  Mr.  Thelwall  and  Co.  ;  and  monarchy  in  this 
**  crtimry  does  not  require  to  be  fudaincd  by  trick  and  contri- 
'  •'  vance^;  it  has  thfrfupport  of  reafon,  policy,  and  experience. 
f^  The   nonfcnfe  and  falfhoods  of  writers,  who  only  prove  their 
'^  igiiorance  or  fervitity,  will  endanger  it ;  and  if  sny  advice  fliould 
•*  be  nfked,  1  would  fciioufly  recommend  you  to  defend  the  exccl- 
'<  lencies  of  our  conftitution  by  its  excellencies— for  they  plead 
**  tfar  more  eloquently  io  his  favour,  than  either  your  writings t>r 

.     .  «*  tiMfe 
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*'  C^ofe  of  Mr.  Burke.   The  misfoitancis,  that  you  coBround  the 
**  abate  of  gdvemmcnt  with  the.  govern  men  C  ufclf ;  and  having 
"  by  far  a  much  greater  and  more  decided  intcrell  in  the  prefer- 
**  vation  of  the  one  tbaaof  the  other,  your  anxiety  for  i\ni  Ja;cer 
"  is  merely  a  condngency  on  the  former,  and  becomes  a  mere  fr- 
"  condary  confideratioa.     I  will  tell  you  very  candidly,  that  I 
'*  thought  you  were  going  greater  lengrhs  than  either  lad^s  or 
**  policy  warranted,  in  November  1792;  and  I  am  inclined  to 
*  belieif,  thut  yoarprcfent  labours  are  more  likely  Co  do  mi/chief 
'^tban  good.     What  you  hare  faid  in  pages  laand  13,  would, 
•*  in  the  reign  of  Geor;^e  the  Fir  (I,  have  fent  y  .^u  to  the  pillory  ; 
'*  and  if  minifters  difcharorf*  their  duty,  they  muft  difcAwrage  the* 
^  puhlicaiion  in  qitellion— -for  it  is  no  lefs  inbumb::nt  on  ihem  to 
♦*  difcountenance  attacka  on  the  conftiiution  from  one  defcription- 
*•  of  men  than  firom  another.    Whether  it  isaff.iled  by  the  intern* 
**  perace  zeal  of  Rnyalifts  or  Repubh'cans,  it  ought  to  be  defended  y 
**  for  it  has  equal  danger  to  apprehend  from  the  extravagant 
«*  pretenfions  of  the  one  and  the  rancorous  animoiity  of  the 
**  other,  and  as  an  individual  interefled  in  its  prefervation,  I  will 
*^  oiipofe,  cottti  qu^ti  coute^  and  innovation  on^  the  part  of  the 
**  Crown,  as  vehemently  ssl  would  on  the  part  of  Democracy  ; 
**  and  if  yon  held  the  blcflings  cf  a  free  conditution  in  as  much 
•«  reverence,  and- the  fmiles  of  Laid  Hawkefbury  as  cheap,  as  I 
**  do,  your  name  would  not  be  (b  generally  detelied,  and  the  part 
"  that  you  would  have  taken  in  thoie  political  queQions  which 
**  unhappily  divide  es,  would  have  been  much  more  to  your  crc* 
**  dit,  tho'  not  fo  lucrative.     I  ihould  not  have  faid  thus  much,  if 
'*  yothad  not  prefled  me  to  read  a  pamphlet  that  is  very  ill  cal- 
"  cttlated  to  allay  the  ferment  in  mcn*s  mind,  and  which  I  coq- 
*'  fider  as  a  libel  on  the  conihcution---injurious  to  the  interefts 
*^  and  to  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  an  infult  to  that  good 
'*  fenfeto  whi.h  you  have  appealed— -I  have  only  to  add,  that  I 
**  (hall  more  cordially  rejoice  wh-n  thefe  difputes  are  i^i  an  end, 
*'  and  wnen  qucilions  of  this  nature  ceafe  to  animate  our  conver* 
**  fations,  and  to  four  men's  difpo  fit  tons   towards  each  other— 
•«  fuch  queftions  cannot  benefit  the  caiffe  you  wifh  to  fcrve,  but 
*^  they  may  ruin  it ;  and  it  well  behoves  you,  Sir,  to  ptiu/e  and 
«*  think  /        *  * 

'^am,  &c." 
•^  To  JcihA  Reeevs,  Efq  ; 
"  Cecil-fttteet,  S^aod." 

•  ''And  the  witnefs  bf'xn^  afkcd,  whether  he  received  any  acfwer 
fr4nf  Mr;  Reeves,  difavowing  his  being  the  author  cf  the  pamj* 
^hlet  ?  he  faid,  he  did  not.  ^  , 

•  >  And'  being -a^d,  if  >  he  has  any  reafon  to  know  that  Mr. 
Reeved  received  the  letter  I  he  replied,  yes  j  from  Mr,  Rtevcs's 
haYingexpofed  it- to  Mr.  Wright  in  confir^oence  of  a  par^^ri^pii 
Cnthe  Morning  Chronick;  of  the  pwhiniiaat,  in  which  th^/ofVHi^ 
•fivetxtrad  was  iqdaded ;  in  cooiequcnce.of  yvhich  Mr^JVri^lu 
*   •  pi  came 


came  to  Mr.  Owra,  and  found*  fauTt  with  Win  YbY  ha«iing  a?^iil^d* 
Mr.  ReevCB  of  bein?  the  author,  infonning  O^en  tHat  he  (A^* 
witnefs)  mnft  have  lent  that  e7^H&  to  the  Mbrnin;}  ChfDniHe  ; 
in  confequencc  of  vhieh  the  witnefs  wrote  to  Mr.  Refc^ei  a  letJ* 
tcr^  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy ;  vfrhieh  wal'read ;  vivi 

«  PallMall,  Nov.  11^  1795. 
«  Sir, 
*'  Your  printer  hat  infinuated,  that  the  libelloua  extraft  from 
€'  yoar  pamphlet,  which  appcfared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  on* 
'<  the  9ch  inftantf  was  fent  by  me,  and  he  draws  that  conclafion. 
**  froBB  having  feen  the  private  tetter  that  1  addreiled  to  yon  oil 
<*  that  fubjcd,  the  6th  in  (lane*  Ic  is  merely  to  refute  a  falffaood, 
^  which  may  be  the  foundation  of  much  calumny  and  mifre- 
^  preientatir  n,  that  I  aflureyou  I  was  perfedlv  ignorant  of  th^ 
^  extra^,  or  any  comment  on  it«  having  been  fent  to  any  of  th« 
''  public  prtnttf. — ^It  is  however  incumbent  on  nie  to  add>  that  £ 
^  pcrfeAly  approve'  of  the  expofurc,  from  a  fiilt  coavi6Uon  I 
<<  have,  that  fuch  doctrines  have  a  dired  tenc'ency  to  mifchief^ 
««  and  to  alienate  the  affe^ons  of  the  people  from  his  Majefty 
^*  and  his  government.  As  you  have  judged  it  expedient  to 
^  expoic  my  correfpondcnee  in^  part,  I  call  on  your  candour  to 
'  ^  produce  the  whole  of  it^  or  I  ihall  be  under  the  necefiity  of 
«*  (ending  copies  of  my  letter  to  the  different  papers  in  delencn 
<«ofmyfelA 

"  I  am.  Sir, 
**  Your  humble  fervant, 

''  fTm.  Miles.'* 
«  To  John  Rcevep,  Efq ; 
**  Cecil  Street. 

And  being  afltcd,  whether  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Reeves  give  any 
direfttons  refpeding  the  circulation  of  this  pamphlet  ?  he  re- 
plied,, on  Saturday  the  2  ift  inft  ant »  Mr.  Reeves  came  into  Mr. 
Owen's  ihopi  and  enquired  how  the  pamphlet  attributed  to  him 
went  off,  or  words  to  that  effefk.  Mr.  Reeves  then  put  one  or 
more  pamphlets  in  his  pocket,  and>  in  the  witnefs's  hearing, 
defired  fix  copies  of  the  pamphlet  in  queftion  be  fent  to  Lord 
Hawkeibury's  office. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hinton  being  examined,  faid-,  thai  \kfif  1$  poster 
to  Mr.  Wiight  the  printer,  and  delivers  cat  the  pabHcadoos. 
That  he  remembers  delivering  out  a  pamphkt,  iatitilled, 
«'  Thmrghts  on  the  Engliih  Government.''  That  he  deliv«i«l 
It  to  Mr.  Owen  the  bookfeller  in  Piccadilly — That  he  had  been 
printing  an  addreft  firom^  Mr.  Reeves  to  the  King — That  when  he 
delivered  ihe  pamphlet  to  Mr.  Owen,  he  (the  wifnefs)  iaidii  wHS 
Mr.  Reeves's  pamphlet—That  he  has  feen  Mr.  Reeves  oonse  into 
Mt.  Wright's  printing  ^ce — That  he  knows  Mr.  Reeves*a 
perfon-^As  near  as  the  smn^I;  can  goefs^  the  pamphlet  came  into 

hia 


htB  haods  about  a  fortnight  ago  -^  and  before  that  be  hasfeea  Mr. 
Rctres  at  the  office  fevcral  times. 

R^,  Thonas  Wright,  a  printer,  being  examined,  was  aflccd,, 
whether  he  |cBeiv  the  amhorofthe  pamphlet,  iDtitaled.**  Thou^Atar 
on  the  Englifli  Government  ?"  Hfc  replied,  he  cfccfined  giving  up 
die  name  oip  the  author. 

And  being  afkcd,  upon  what  principle  he  rcfufed  to  anfwor  thfi 
qoeftion?  he  (aid,  one  of  the  firft  leflons  inculcated  on  a  princes 
upon  his  initiation  into  hia  profeffion  is,  that  tho  nninc  of  the 
aathorof  a  manafaipl  committed  to  hiscareorkeepiivg  is  ;<jnoft 
facred  depofit,    from  which  he  is  never   to   part  withput  the^ 
aflent  or   permiffion  of  tb:  author^  unlefs  compelled  b/«  p^biia 
ittftictf. 

And  being  aiked,  whether  he  fhoulrl  think  hi mfelf  J  unified,  rm 
printing- any  nmnuicript  on  any  political  fubje^St  brou^it  to  ha 
office?  hefaid,  no,  by  no  me^ns ;  he  woild  excreife  ihat  jud^* 
ment  and  difictvtion  which  hepoiTefies,  in  determining  wh^er  it 
contained  m^^tt^  of  a  libellous  nature,  whether  -puhlia  op  pri. 
vate,  or  any  thing  that  was  agaiult  what  i^  called  centra  iQtm 
inorn — ^That  he  has- endeavoured  toexercife  that  judginentiiv  ail 
tho  pabUcattons  which  he  has  been  concerned  in.      .' .- 

And  being  aiked,  whether  be  had'  read  thje  pamphjet  in  quef* 
lion 7  he  replied,  yes ;  and  if  he  had  feen  any  thing  he  thought 
cbje^ionable  he  would  not  have  printed  it. 

And  the  witnefs  being  afked,  would  not  the  authority  of  the 
perfon  bringing  him  a  work  weigh  with  him  as  wek  as  his  pri- 
vate judgement  ?  he  replied,  the  authority  of  the  perfon  br  ug- 
tng  him'  ^\v<ork  to  print  would  weigh  with  him  (as  he  b.iievcs  ic 
would  with  every  other  printer)   as  well  as  his  privaic  judg- 
ment. 

And  being. afkcd,  whether  he  had  ever  converfed  with  Mr. 
Reeves  on  the  fubje£l  of  the  pantpMtt  in  qioeAioo  ?  he  i«*iiy 
.  yes. 

*  And  being  afked,  whether  he  meant  to  fay^  that  he  had  not 
converfed  with  Mr.  Reeves  for  this  month  pad,  on  the  &-j<^ 
of  the  pamphlet  ?  he  faid,  not  as  the  author  of  i*,  to  his  k.iow^ 
ledge,  but  as  the  perfon  who  fap erinten  :ed  the  correction  oftUc 
prefs* 

.    And  being  afked,  in  what  refpe£l  did  Mr.  Reeves  fupenntend 
the  corrcAion  of  the  prefs  ?  be  faid,  in  corrediog  the  prouli, 
.wfakb  he  might  do  for  ai'ricnd 

:     And  being  afked,  wheu  the  |>ublicaton  was  printed,  to  whae 
{Dttblilher  did  heiend  it?  he  replied^  to  the  perfon  wh>/«  a<un^ 
IS  at  the  bottom  of  the  j5amphlet. 

And  being  pfked,  whether  h&  did  not  know  'that' perfon  was 
Mr.  Owen?  he  faid,  ccrtamly. 

*     And  Ik^itg  aik^d,  by.  whoie  advice  or  dinc^joo  did  hfs  ((?nd  the 
paofphtet  to  Mr.  Oweu?^  iie  i^d,  by  the  adMi(;e  «iud  dAredtior.oF 
no  ptfrfoiH-ifi  was  hi^  own  doii^,  emvelytr-hcwemfio/fd  Mr. 
Owen.  :. .  .....    ^   • 

And 


!%0^  FURTHER  REPORT   FROM   THE   COKTMITTEr. 

And  being  afked,  whether  he  had  ever  any  convei'fatron  with 
Mr.  Reeves  rcfpcfting  Mr.  Owen  being  the  puWifher  ?  he  faid, 
not  previous  to  it ;  bat  as  Mr.  Reeves  had  corre6led  the  ptinphlety 
he  mentioned  it  to  him  as  the  gentleman  who  Had  corrected  the 
pamphlet.  -  '  '- 

And  being  afked^  had  this  pamphlet  not  atifwered  in  point  of 
felc,  from  whom  he  expelled  to  be  paid  ?  he  faid/  from  no  one  ; 
the  lofs  wonld  have  been  his  own,  and  he  onderllands  tht  pro£c 
would  alfo  be  his. 

And  being  aflced,  from  what  authority  he  undcrllood  the  profit 
of  this  pamphlet  would  have  been  his,  it  it  fold  well?  he  replied, 
from  the  gentleman  from  whom  he  received  the  manufcript. 

And  being  afked,  who  was  that  gentleman  ?  he  replied,  the. 
gentleman  who  corredted  the  pamphlet. 

And  being  aflced,  was  not  that  gentleman  Mr.  Reeves  ?  he  an- 
fwered,  he  had  faid  that  above. 

And  the  evidence  being  read  to  the  witncfs,  he  was  aiked, 
whether  he  had  any  explanation  to  add  to  the  anfwers  he  had  al- 
ready  given  ?  he  faid,  he  had  not. 

Mr.  John  Gillet  being  examined,  and  fhewn  the  pamphlet, 
intituled,  *'  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh  Government,"  he  was  aiked, 
whether  he  had  not  heard  Mr.  Owen  dedare  that  Mr.  Reeves 
was  the  author  of  that  pamphlet  ?  he  replied,  yes,  in  his  own 
Ihop  frequently, 

Mr.  Thomas  GiUct  being  examined,  was  afked,  whether  he  was 
not  in  Mr.  Owen's  (hop,  on  or  about  Saturday  the  21  ft  Novem* 
bcr  ?  he  faid,  yes. 

And  being  afked  to  relate  any  converfation  he  heard  refpeding 
the  circulation  of  the  pamphlet,  intituled,  *•  Thoughts  on  the 
Englifh  Government  ?'*  he  informed  your  Committee,  that  Mr. 
Reeves  came  into  the  (hop,  and  he  faid  to  M^.  Owen,  *'  Where 
is  this  pamphlet,  that  is  afcribed  to  me." — Mr.  Owen  pointed  to 
the  pamphlet. — Mr.  Reeves  took  one  up,  and  doubled  it,  and 
put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  afked  whether  it  had  fold  well— he  then 
defired  him  to  fend  half  a  dozen  to  fome  perfon's  office  in  Weft*- 
miafter,  but  he  (the  witnefs}  did  not  didindtly  hear  to  whofe 
office. 

Mr.  Stephen  Jones  being  examined,  faid  he  is  employed  19 
Mr.  Wright's  office  as  pverfeer  in  his  bufineis,  and  is  fupcrin- 
tender  of  all  the  publications  in  his  office. 

Being  (hewn  the  pamphlet,  iniiiulcd,  '*  Thoughts  on  the  Eng- 
lifh Government,"  he  was  afked, 'whether'  he  fuperintended  the 
progrefs,  through  the  preTs>  of  that  pamphlet  ?  he  faid,  he 
did.  '  • 

And  being  afked,  whetherhe  corrected  the  proqftr?  he  faid, 
he  did. 

And  being  afked,  whether  hc'and  he  alone  cotreftedthe  proofs  ? 
he  faid,  no— -he  corre^c^  ^^'^^  iif  cdnj unction  with  Mr>  Wright. 
Mr.  WiigBt  invariably  •correal  them  thefVrfl  or -the  ftcond 
time — No  (heec  went  to  the  prefs  without  his  reading  it.     ^  -       - 

And 
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And  being  aikedy  did  no  other  prrfon  foperinlend  the  corredlng 
the  prefs  befides  bimrdf  and  Mr.  Wright  ?  he  faid,  yes,  there 

And  being  alked^  who  was  that  perfon2  he  faid,  Mr. 
Reeves. 

And  being  afkcd,  if  he  received  dircftions  from  ar.y  perfon 
fuperintendiog  or  corrcfting  the  prefs  of  a  manufcript  printed  at 
his  Hopfe,  fliould  he  think  himfclf  bound  to  attend  to  ihofc  direc- 
tions, unlefs  he  confiderc  1  the  perfon  giving  tnem  either  as  \Kc 
author  or  afttng  for  the  author?  he  (aid,  he  fhoula  certainly 
not ;  he  fhonld  not  faffer  any  one  correction  to  be  made  under 
fuch  circunvHances.         .       .      ..        , 

Ahd  being  alked,  whether  hs  attended  to  any  direfb'oa  or  cor- 
rcft'ion  given  to  him  in  th'e  c?.fe  of  -printing  the  pamphlet  in  quef- 
tion,.  from  Mi*.  Reeves  ?  he  replied,  yes. 

Then,  in  p.-int  -of  fadl,  he  was  aiked,  did  he  confider  Mr. 
Ifceevesas  the  author,  orating  for  the  anthor?  he  replied,  mofl 
certainly. 

And. being  afked,  v.hctherhe  has  any  part  of  the  jriginal 
Copy  ?  he  faid,  he  believes  there  may  be  fomc  ab'out  the 
Houfe.  '  . 

And  bemg'aikcd,  if  there  are  any  proof  ihcets.aKout  the  Hou/e, 
'  correiled  by  "Mr.  Reeves  ?  he  faid,  he  is  inclined  to  thinC  there 

Mr.  Wright  bein?  again  examined,  was.,aflccd,  ..Upw  iQug 
Mrr  Jooes  had  fuperintended  his  bufincfs?  he  (aid ^  fpur  or  five 
years. 

And  being  aflccd,  whether  he  had  ever  had  reafon  to  doubt  of 
Mr.  Jones's  veracity  or  accuracy  ?  he  replied,  that  he  never  had 
•  the  leaft  doubt  of  his  veracity  or  accuracy.     Then, 

Mr.  jo"^^  (having  been  dire^ed  by  the  Committee  to  en- 
deavour to  find  the  proof  fheets  alluded  to  in  his  evidence)  re- 
turned, and  was  again  examined?  and  being  aiked,,  if  he  had  found 
any  of  the  proof  Iheets?  he  replied,  he  had  brought  the  fir fl  he 
could  lay  his  hands  on.     They  are  not  complete. 

Then  tbe  witrteft  produced  the  faid  fheets,  and  faid,  that  a 
few  of  the  alterations  in  the  margin  may  be  his  own,  which  would 
be  cdtafined  to  typographical  errata.  "I  hat  hecannot  fpeak  pofi- 
tlvefy  to  all  the  others,  but  fomc  are  Mr.  Reeves's,  to  the  beft  of 
his  recolleftion. 

And  being  afk-d,  whether  he  had  not  himfelf  fecn  M^  R^^^^' 
write  upon  iome  one  of  the  papers  now  delivered  in  by  him  to 
the  Commiltc^e?  he  faid,  he  had  feen  Mr.  Reevx's  make  altera- 
tions on  certain  of  ibc  iheets,  but  he  could  not  from  memory  ftate 
which  they  are: 

And  bein^  aikfd,  whether  he  knew  Mr.  Reeves's  hand'-wri:ir g  ? 
he  faid,  he  tiiinks  he  does. 

He  was  then  defircd  to  look  over  the  proof  fheets  deli  crcd  in 
byhitn/and  point  out  .what  notes  or  obfcrvations  are,  ro  the  bell 
^  of  his  knowledge,  Mr,  Recvcs's  haiid-wiiting. 

And 
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Atixlthe  vwitrrcfs  havitig  looked  over  tke  faid  (heetSj,  he  faid,  he 
'fintte  all tfi0 phages- now  markrd  by  him  with  a  crofii  are,  lo.the 
beii  of  Kis  belief,  Mr.  Reeyes's  handvwriting, 

And'being  again  aiked,  v^hecher  he  had  not  himfelf  adualigr 
fen  Mr.  Reeves  in  the  a^  of  marking,  tlic  proof  ihcets,  or  fome 
of  th«xn,  now  delivered  in  by  him  J  hefaid,  he  had. 

And  bcbig  aflred,  in  whofe  hand -writing  is  the  feparate  p^per 
'ipcindcd  in  the  iheets  delivered  in  by'him,  which  fepa^te  pap^r 
appears  to  be  part  of  the  title  of  the  faid  pamphlet  ?  he  faidi  he 
believed  it  to  br  Mr.  Reeves's. 

And  being  afk^d,  whether  he  has  had  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Reeves  prinujjg  other  publications . at  Mr.  Wright'^  office? 
he  replied,  yei,  verv  many.  He  has  bren  in  the  habitj  and  hid 
the  opportanity  of  knowing  Mr.  Reeves's  hand-wrtting. 

Ana. being  aikedy  with  thofe  meant  aod  opportunity  of  k|iow- 
ing  his  hand-writing,  has  the  wi  nefs  any  doubt  that  this  jlippi* 
me  paper,  arrd  the  •bfervatioris  «nd  notes  in  the  iheeti^.^ie  in 
.Mr.  Reeves's  hand- writing  ?.  he. faid,  he  had  n^t.  -     . 

And  being  a/ke(),  what  Mr.  Reeves  is  the  perfon  jf  feared  ^> 

by  him/as  the  torredor  of  the  proof  ftiects,  and  faperiote^der  of 

ihe  publication  of  this  pamphlet?  heaniwered,  Mr.  JpbD  Rc^es, 

'the  Chairman  of  the  AfTociaUoii  for  prote£liagX!bert7  and  Pro- 

•-pcrty  againU!  Republicans  and  Levellers. 

The  evidence  having  been  read  over  to  the  .wit»ff#,  Jbe  was 

*  aikedy  whaher  he  had  ^ny  explanation  or  further  obferv^'uon  to 
make  apon  it ?  he  replied,  he  had  hot.    Then,* 

Mr.  Wridit  was  further  examiiiQd«,aQd'ajQ£ed»  jvyjl^other  he 
conceives  Mr,  Jones  has  a  right  to  Tend  out  proof  fiiects  or 
pamphlets,  without  any  diredl  communicaiion  with  bin  I  he  (aid, 
yes ;  he  is.in  the  htibit  of.  doing  fo,  as  well  as  all  other  oyajfcers 
in  pfiirting  offices. 

And  being  aficed,  from  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Jones,  dots  be 

*  fiippoTehe  woolddeli^r  any  proof  fhecw,  as  from  liis  office,  th*t 
were  not  printed  there  ?  he  faid,  he  (h»uld  fuppofe  not. 

And  beipg  afl^ed,  if  he  ever  knew  an  i'nftance  of  his  dQipg  ^^  • 
'  he  repii-d^  rto.  *      , 

'  And  being  aflccd,  wliethcr  Mr.  Jonc«  has  not  an  authority^fropi 
his  iituaticn  with  him,  to  dcjircr  any  proof  flieets  of  works 
printed  at  his  (the  witnefs's)  office,  if  required,  without  an  im- 
mediate application  to  him,  the  witnefs?  he  replied*  he  certainly 

*  has  ;  no  printing  couM  go  ou  without  a  perfon  in  Mr.  Joncs'a 
fituation  having  that  power. 

Mr.  Wright  being  again  examined,  was  aflted,  whether  he  re- 
colL^led  a  converfation  with  Mr.  Reeves  on  the  fubjed  of^a 
letter  received  by  Mr-  Reeves  from  Mr.  Miles  ?  he  replied,  yes  ; 
and  that  Mf.  Reeves  had  fhevvn  it  him. 

Being  ihtrwtt  the  proof/lieets  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Jones,  he  was 
aikcd,  if  lie  knew  whether  the  fe;>aratc  paper,  iacludcd  therein, 

waft 
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was  Mr«  Reeves's  lMiid«writing  i^  he  faU,  be  hflieveiit  is  i  and 
that  he  is  familiar  with  Mr.  Reeves's  hand  writing. 

And  bdag  aiked,  whether  he  had  feen  Mr.  Reeves  finee  bit 
lail  examinatioA  by  the  Committee}  he  replied^  yes,  and  con- 
verTed  with  him  on  the  fubje£l  of  this  publication. 

And  che  witaefs  defired  to  add  to  his  fom^  4ivideace»  a$  the 
Commiueeliad  called  on. him  toflidd  any  explanation  he  thovght 
proper— That  three  or  four  oroof  iheets  had  been  ient  to  oth^» 
gentlemen,  and  Came  corre&ons  received*  irom  them  on  the 
proof  Iheets;  particalarly  be  can  point  out  one  in  page  jj  and 
another  in  page  12.— But  on  being  (hewn  the  oorreAion  ta  page 
y,  he  admitted  the  hand-writing  to  be  Mr.  Reeves's,  bat  from 
the  blacknefs  of  it  he  f|4»pofe8  the  words  to  be  traced  over  writ* 
ing  in  pencil.  The  word  **  a£lfve/'  ift  page  ia«  he  thongl^t  j&ot 
to  be  Mr.  Reeves'j»  hand-writing.  .      .^ 

.  .And  the.wttnefs  being.  afked,whetW  he  meant  that  Ik  had 
fcnc  thofe  proof*  to  thok  other  pentlenrarn  f  and  teceived  t^o 
corrediQos  back  from  them  himielf  ?  he  aa^weredi  no— That  ho 
only  kncfw  of  them  through  Mr.  Reeves,  whom  he  fuppofed  xa 
hare  fent  the  proofs^  add  that  it  was  to  Mr.  Reeves  they  weae 
returned,  and  he  adopted  ihp  corredions  wh^^e  he  chofe  it.  • 

An^  being  ailfed^  who  ti|«  i^eHon  was  that.)>rpu«ht  the  pam* 
ohlet  to  him  $  he  aafwered|  xke  perion  who  ^qr^e^ed  the  preft-«i« 
Mr.  keeves. 

And  the.  witnefs  deiired  to  addt  that  as  he  had  been  aflced  on 
a  former  examination,  whetWr  the  authority  of  the  perfon  brings 
ing  him  the  pamphlet  wonki  not  weigh  with  hi^«  as  weU  aa  hii 
own  judgment,  on  the  publication ;  he  meant  to  declare  that,  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Reeves  bringing  him  the  pamphlet  in  qneftioa 
had  operated  with  him  as  an  indacemeftt  to  pablidl  it. 

And  being  aiked,  whether  he  bad  not  read  the  mannfcript  ?  be 
nnfweted,  only  parts  of  it. 

And  being  aflced,  whether  the  mannfcript  was  not  b  the  Dune 
kand«writing  as  the  feparate  paper  now  (hewn  to  him,  and  which 
contains  the  title  of  the  faid  pamphlet  ?  he  faid,  that  to  the  beft 
of  his  judgment  and  recoUedion^  fnch  parts  as  he  had  feen  were 
of  'the  fame  hand-writing. 

Mr.  Owen  being  further  examined,  and  being  fhewn  a  paiTage 
in  Mr.  Miles's  evidence,  he  was  aflted.  whether  he  recolleded 
receiving  from  Mr.  Reeves  thediredions  therein  dated ,  to  fend 
iix  copies  of  the  pamphlet  in  qneAion  to  Lord  Hawkeft>ury*s 
office ;  and  whether  he  had  executed  thofe  diredions  ?  he  anfwered 
he  had ;  that  he  had  fent  them,  directed  to  Mr.  Chaiorfi  at  Lord 
Hawkeibury's  office. 

And  being  aflced,  to  whofe  account  he  had  charged  them  ? 
he  faid,  to  Mr.  Reeves. 

And  Mr.  Owen  being  now  apprized  of  the  confeqnences  of 
tke  anfwer  he  had  made  in  his  previous  examination  refufing  to 
Itfllwcr  any  queftions  that  might  be  put  to  him  |  die  witnefs 

P  begged 
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that  Mn  Boyd  would  have  the  Loan  :  In  confeqoence  of  ^^iyy,  ^f 
told  him,  I  had  no  intention  of  forming  a  lift  for  the  Loao>  nor 
had  made  any  kind  oCj^rrpgonejit-r-Mirv  Johnfon  cltferi^ediitfr- 
ther,  that  he  and  Mn  Ang^etn^  would  be  tn  Mr.  Boyd^  Bfr;  atid 
told  me,  if  It  was  aiereeable  I  might  have  a  port  widi  diem  ^^*i*!iiA 
I  declined^  ^as  no  £m  was . mentioned,  find  obferyed»  if^Mf.^Bojrd 
were  to  have  it^  that  I  had  no  doubt  I  fhould  have'a(i'0{i{kiflu» 
nity  of  having  u  inach  as  I  thought  proper  fi^m^elf  thri^^li 
my  friends-^This  cdnvcrfation  ftreogthened  veiy  moth  thie  Vtt- 
mour,  that  Mr.  Boyd  would  have  the  Loan  by  private  a^esmenty 
and  that  it  would  not  come  to  public  competition — t  confic^ed 
this  the  i|cxt  two  daj^s  very  much  xqdeed  ;  and  on  the  j^Tiwlay 
(th^^th)  I  went  to  t6wto;.aod  caflfd  on  thi^'goveMdr^tlfe 
Bank.  Xcdrjick  n(e»  that  Mr.  ^clUfh's  fortning  ^Hftapjjt^^ 
fome  Gonu«didioiL.t6  what  Mr. .  Johnfon'  hkfl  ibSSk  and  %c 
r  umoor  of  the  ptivate  agreement ;  becaufe  I  thoiigtt  Mr.  Meflpft, 
being  fo  connedcd*  ^*s  lining  y  B«|ik  BireAoTy  inoft'lh  iHprM^^* 
bility  know  what  badpai&:4  ^(K  the  Chii^ttlor'of  ilie  £f^ir- 
qu(rr»  and  thn  tip^emorot  the  Bankl  relative  tddte  ffiWfiBFof 
the  Loan— {  a&ed  tMe  Governor  of  the'  Baiik,  rdaidfK^  ^U'the 
knowlodge  ho  koA  of  the  intcntioi  df  the  Chutacdldr  tWHBe 
£xchequier-»I  menfioAtodtho  roAiours  that  were  abroad  mi^eBibe 
hand)  and  then  the  circumftance  of  Mr.  Melliih  havinji^  I^HMd 
alUK  'n»{;o«trnC)V  repKed,  that  the  Chancelbr  of  tlS^'SxtM^ 
quer  had  alvtmya  Caid;  cc^mpetttion,  whenever  he  had  (pcSfcien'^iS 
Maaonthefuhjeft,  b«c  fbll  he  had  great  doubts  on  hiif  IcMd 
ahvtfcif — cherewvsafctqMthin^ — ^be  did  not  explam  that^^ole- 
thihg— ^Ibat  Mr.  Boyd  and  his  party  ieemed  to  be  CDnHdMBrnf 
liaviog  it— told  him  that  I  had  been  very  much  tipf&A  to,  ibtMte 
a  Mj  and  thnrefoie  I  wiihed  to  lienr  tran  him,  whedi^Ume 
wa^a  pi^babUtty  Df  .a  compctition.~The  next  da^  ItfMeMw 
^e  governor  of  che.  B^nk  «gaia»  and  had  onre  cbnv«rfimit^e'n 
IheUme  gifMtnib  1mA  fame  cenns-^I  then  told  hhn  lAoald-ri^ke 
«p  my  mind  poliiitfdy  by  the  n^xt  day  at  about  one  o'cU^kA^^ 
On  tbo  sSth  ojf'O&obctr  I  called'  on  him  again,  and  thefl  tM  Idn 
that  I  %ras  determined  to  make  a  lift-T^he  converiation  t|iett  wns, 
as  it  bad  been  beforc^that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  always 
fatd,  coippetition«^Hel(the  gcvemor)  then' eipreffed,  in  a  verj 
ftron^'manner,  anin  his  doubts  on  the  tompetition,  and  tliat  it 
wonMguito  Mr.  Boyd^.  and  thm  .1  fliould  be  dlfiippojiited-^^bare 
was  fomethiag  or  another*— he  never  mentioned  what,  that  woald 
be  brooght  forward  to  prevenc  its  going  to  a  conipetitton-^ie 
moMtioomI  the  rimrfnflinoe  of  imne .  ooftvcrfltion  that  had 
pafled  at  the  time  of  the  agreement  for  the  laft  Loan,  relative  to. 
ixing'the  limf  tf  Uk  laft  payment,  as  fome  argument  Ifr  iK>t 
bnnging forward  a  Loan  in  the  oourfe  of  the  year-^bnthc  did  not 
coaluhR'  this  tn  the  coiirfe  of  our  converfation  ,is  any  pledge  or 
oontradonthe  part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ooi^did 
he  ooB^erit  as  of  any  weighty  to  give  Mr«.  Boyd  any  claii^  of 
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SflLECT  COMMITTE^E, 

WHO   WERE  APPOINTED 

To  enquire  into  ike  Circum/lances  of  tkt 
Negotiation  of.  the  late  LOAN^ 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE.. ,appoii?ted  to  enquire 
.   into  the  Circumftai^ce^.of  ^e  JS^ggtiaiiofi  of  the jl^te 
LOAN ;  and  who  were  impowersd'  to  repoit  (be  £vi(]ci)pei 
as  it  ihoUld  appear.to  tbeixi)  to  thtf^Hoiife^»    *     . 

T  T AVE  proceeded  to  enquire  intd  tlfe  natter  Ho  them  referred; 
J.  X  ^^d  have  detenninedio, report  the  .evidence  in  theidm  in 
which  it  hat  been  taken^  except  that  they  h4vf  {orbome  to^ialcft 
in  their  report  the  litta  of' the  peHonsamoaflp  whon  the  contra^* 
tora.or  fiimcribers  appear  tct'harediftributett  pouvoiisof'tKeir  res 
fpe^vt  iharea  of  th^  Lnan.;*  becaitrB  it  Jias  been'reprefentsd  that 
thedifcloforcof  theinaaes  io  thofe  ItlU'inay^iA  fomejnftincea^ibe 
pr^odicial  to  the  mertaattle  bterefts  *  of  the,  pMieej ..  aad 
becaufe,on  infpedicm  of  the  kib«  as  wellAitfraAi  the  ^xmnioatififi 
of  the  prtiei,  your  Comonttee  fee  ao  grotlod  4o  fuppoio^j  |h|(| 
any  interference  took  place'on4;be  pitrtof  ehy  perfoo*  conne^fc^ 
with  government  in  the  diftr&utioD  o£.any  part  of.  the  Loaiu  t  //^ » 
•  The  evidence  IS  as  foltovrs :  .»  ..^..  .  .  «  i  j«,i  t 

JAMES  MORGAN^  Efquire,  called  jn,  and  ej^mineV 

QoefHon  I.  DID-  you  ofier  yoorfelf  to  contraft  for  the' late 
Loan^  ..    ♦     ,         .  ,1 

Yet-     .  .  .%'       

2.  Will  you  date  the  circnmftancei  which  kd  yon  to  make  that 
oflTer^  and  what  paSed  relativt  thereto  ^ 

On  Friday  the  a3d  of  Oaober  Mrj  Gedfthsdl  Johafta  called 
on  me  at  Garraway'^  Coffee  Hoafe,  to  acquaint  me,'  that  he  and 
Mr.  Angerftein  did  not  intend  to  be  concerned  im  forming  any  Itii 
for  the  Loaa«-«be  mentioned  his  ill  (late  of  health  at  onereaibn,* 
and  I  undcrftood  /rt>m  hit  con  crfation,  that  ic  was  his  ofiaton* 
p  a  tliat 
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and  Mr.  Boyd  mentioned  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequef 
woald  (bon  he  rearfyfrJr  us ;  and  we  were  ftion  afier  fliewn  into  the 
other  room,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer  came  to  us, 
with  thttwo  Becretaries  of  the  Trcafury,  and  opened  theb^finefs, 
l>y  fit  ft  enquiring  how  many  lifts  there  were,  when  he  was   in- 
lormed  there  were  three  parties.     He  then  obferv^d,  that  previous 
to  entering  upon  tht  bufioefsy  he  would  communicate  the  appIH- 
cation  madetb  hfrn,  or  memorial,  by  Mr.  Boyd^  relative  toa  dain» 
that  he  and  his  party  fet  up  in  confequence  of  a  converAitioir 
which  haj'paflfed  at  the  making  of  the  lad  Loan ;  He  then  begun 
to  read  this  memorial,  which  fet  forth  that  they  conceived  then^ 
Iblvtrs  entitled  to  have  a  leafe  of  the  ttiotey  market   (if  fuch  aa 
expreflion  might  be  ufed)  or  fomcihing  of  that  kind— The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  did  not  read  out  the  whole  of  the  me- 
nbriel,  btit  begim  to  make  fome  obfervations^  and  I  made  feme 
obferrattons  on  it,  by  obferving,  that  if  there  was  any  agreernenc 
Bot  to  bring  forward  a  Loan  ir  mull  comcein  the  pnbhc,  the  then 
kold^n  of  the'  fom>^f  Loan,  wKp  were  the  perfons  that  would  be 
injured  by  bringing  forward  anotlvcr  Loan, 'and  did  not  juftit'y  any 
claim  of  prcf(tfrcncc  on  behalf  of  the  contfaAors,  ^nd  thai  they 
(the  contractors)  appeared  to  me  to  be  highly  blameable,  inRcad.;. 
of  defefvlne  a  preference,  for  promoting  in  any  manned  the  bring- 
ing forward  of  the  Loan  before  the  expiration  of  the  agreement^ 
if  there  was  any  fuch— Other  gentlemen  made  obfervations  upou 
it ;  Mr.  Ooldfmid  mentioned  the  circumftance,  that  at  tlbe  timo 
of  the  agreement  of  the  laft  Loan,  Mr.  £.  P.  Salomons  did  pro- 
pofw-  to  extend  the  laft  payment  to  February,  bat  that  Comtbody 
had  anfwered,  no,  becauie  it  may  interfere  with  the  Loan  of  next 
year.     Thereupon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  exprefled 
iiimfelf  that  he  did  not  wiih  to  have  any  debate  upon  it,  but  that  . 
he  coniidcred  there  was  no  obligation,  although  there  might  be  a 
degree  of  confideration  due  to  it.     He  faid,  he  wiihed  to  know 
of  Mr.  Mellifti  and  T^fr.  Morgan,  if  they  would  agree  to  bid  for 
the  Loan  oii  the  condition  that  Mr.  Boyd  Ihould  have  the  option 
of  taking  the  bargain  at  an  half  percent,  premium — Mr.  Mellifll 
iaid  it  was  impoPlblc  for  him  to  give  an  anfwer  to  9  propofal  put 
to  him  lb  nnexpe6^edly  without  firft  co^ifu'ting  his  friends.     1  ob- 
jeftcd  to  it  withopt  any  hcfitation  whaiever-r-I  could  not  enter- 
tain it  f  r  a  moment — that  I   could  not  crnfcnt  to  bid  under 
any  reftraint  of  that  kind,  and  that  it  was  ^oing  from  competition^ 
and  would  injare  the  contraA — Then  it  was  ifitimatcd,  as  I 
underftood,  that  our  (lay  was  anncccfTary  fto  wit,  McIIilhes  and 
Morgan'-.)  "and  Meflh.  McUifhes  immediately  got  up,  and  walked 
out  of  the  room,  and  I  followed  ihem. 

Withdrew. 

Abraham  Ncwland,  Efqulrfe,  cafhicr  of  the  Bank,  prefciitcd, 
jrarluaat  to'ihe  order  uf  the  Conamitiee,  a  papcr^  intituled, 

»<  Copiet 
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-^  Cobici  of  the  different -lifi ft  of  the  fubfcribers  to  the  Loan 
^*  lot  the  ferviee  of  ^he  year.  1796^  as  feat  iato  the  fiank 
'  «  by  the  contr^dors  for  the  lame.*'    Whiich  paper  was 
read^  and  »  annexed  in  appendix,  No.2» 

Mi^  M orgah  being  again  called  in,  proceeded  in  his  exami- 
natlon  as  follows  :  m 

1  wbuld  rema^ky  that  I  had  recei?eid  no  notice  or  inximation 
of  any  kind,  either  before  or  at  that  meeting*  that  the  Loaa 
would  be  difpofed  of  befori:  Friday  the  27th ;  and  .therefore  k 
was  with  allonifhmc  tit  that,  the  next  morning,  to  wit,  Thui£day^ 
I  fteard.that  the  Loan  was  difpofed  of  the  day  before ;  after  I  left 
D6waing«ilTcct.— Here  ends. my  narrative. 
'  I  wouTdfurther  remark,  tbat  I  have underdood  that  it  has  beea 
fet  forth  as  a  matter  of  cuftom  and  pradice,  that  the  fubfcriben 
to  a  Loan  areentrled  to  a  preference  tn  any  Loan  tbat  might  ho 
broaght  forward  before  the  payments  are  completed  ou  theiqrmer 
Loan  i'  I  mean  to  declare,  poiitively,  as  a  man  of  experience,  that 
no  fuch  cullom  or  practice  Itas  ever  exifted«  or  .ever  wa3  before 
thoagh't  of— I  was  one  of  the  contractors  {or  the  Loan  in  the 
year  1794,  with  Mr.  Johnrm  and  Mr.  Angcrftein.  Before  wa 
«sent  to  me^t  the '  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  at  the  pre?ioiii 
meeting  to  the  bidding,  to  fettle  the  prcjirainaties,  I  had  prepared 
in  "writing  fVveral  queltions  to  be  put  to  the  ^  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  which  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  adled  appiDTcd 
of;  aHd  they  were  pnt— the  material  one.  was,  if  any  other moaey 
vn&  to  be  borrowed  or  raifed  in  the  courfe  of  ibe  year  i  I  had  not 
in  view  then,  in  putting  that  quellion,  any  thing  reipe&ing  borrow- 
ing any  money  for  the  Emperor ;  but  in  comequence  of  the  ap- 
plications that  had  been  before  made  to  me,  on  the  poffibility  of 
bo/rowing  money  for  the  King  of  Sardinia — If  there  had  been 
a  aitlom  or  pradice  exiiUng,  ftich  as  before  alluded  to,  I  fliouUI 
not  have  thought  it  neceOary  to  put  Cuch  a  queHioo  ;  and  with  re* 
gatd  to  any  claim  that  nfiay  be  now  brou^^ht  forward  on  the  ground 
of  the  payments  in  a  former  Loan  not  being  completed,  the  con- 
trad  for  the  Loan  in  December  1794,  was  brought  forward  before 
the ia(t  payment  which  was  made  on  the  preceding  Loan,  which 
was  to  ]>e  made  on  die  J3th  of  January  .1795, ;  and  we,  the  con** 
tradors  of  the  former  Loan  contrad^ed  for  in  February  1794«  ^ 
^t,  Joh'nfon,  Angerfteia,  and  myfelf,  as  contractors,  did  not 
confider  ourfelves  entitled,  or  entertain  a  thought  of  claiming 
any  preference  on  that  account,,  although  we  vary  ilroogly 
iolicited  to  be  competitors  for  the  Loan  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  year 
1795. 

'  3.  Did  you  think  that  MdTrs.  B  yd  and  Co.  would  be  as  much 
injured  in  propoition  to  the  quantum  of  the  former  Loan  remain* 
jng  undfi^fed  of;  as  any  other  holder  of  parts  of  the  former  Loan 
at  that  time  ? 

Undoubtedly,  crery  one  that  holds  mud  be  alike« 

I  would 
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I  would  wiA  to  add,,  that  it  hat  been  mentioned  tliat  the  Scrip 
lecetpu,  not  having  been  written  into  the  books,  wu  fiunc 
ground  of  argunent  fbr  a  preference ;  I  obferve,  previoui  co  the 
contrad  in  Dcocmber  i794«  there  were  con&dc^ble  fams  in 
icrip  recapts  outftandsog,  and  I  have  kncmn  it  to  be  b  lor'fix 
ana  nine  months  in  other  years. 

By»  previomr  to  the  contraft  in  Deoeoiber  1 7940  I  mean  about 
•  week  previous. 

.   4.  By  whom  was  it  intimated,  at  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xclie# 
ifuer'Sy  that  you  were  direfted  to  withdraw  ? 

By  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himfelf.— I  deiire  to  add^ 
that  on  the  Wednefday  following,  the  2d  of  December,  (hc 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fully  explained  that  it  was  not  h£s 
intention  that  Mr.  MelUih  and  roy£elf  fiiould  hear  the  parttcolara 
of  his  budget,  becaufe  we  did  not  confent  to  his.propolJd^  aad 
therefore  conld  not  be  competent  to  bid  for  the.  Lo^ 

5.  At  the  meeting  on  the  Wednefday,  at  the  Chancellor  of  tb« 
Exchequer's,  did  you  then  underlbnd  at  what  time  the  letter  or 
nemoriol  from  MeiSrs.  Boyd,  had  beenient  to  and  received  by  tha 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I 

I  think,  but  am  not  certain,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche* 
qner  faid  the  dav  before  ;  but  on  the  Wednefday  following,  he 
explained  it  to  have  been  received  on  Tnefiiay  night,  the  24thft 
after  his  return  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

6.  Was  any  obfervation  made,  or  explanation  given,  at  the 
sneeting  of  the  2$th,  refpe^ting  the  circnm0ance  of  Meirs* 
Boyd  not  having  preferred  this  claim  of  preference  before  the 
pteceding  evening  ? 

None,  as  IfecolleCl. 

7.  You  have  (aid,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,. when 
he  had  read  a  part  of  the  memorial,  and  obfervations  had  been 
made  upon  it,  faid,  **  that  he  did  not  admit  it  to  be  an  obligation, 
although  *^  Medrs.  Boyd  might  be  entitled  to  fome  confideraiion;'^ 
yon  are  defired  to  inform  the  Committee,  whether  MeiTrs.  Boyd^ 
or  any  of  his  party,  urged  any  argument  in'anfwer,  to  maintaia 
that  right  of  preference,  which  they  have  ftated  in  the  memofial 
or  letter,  or  whether  they  feemed  to  acqute(ce  in  the  flatement  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer? 

There  were  no  argu'ment  whatever,  after  the  obfervatioiioftlie 
Chancellor  of  the  Ex<chequer,  from  any  perfon*— the  obfervatio&t 
had  been  all  before  from  leveral  of  the  parties— 'the  Chanodlorof 
the  Exdieqoerhad^xprefled  hirrfelf,  that  he  did  not  wiih  to  hav« 
a  debate,  and  then  concluded  by  facing,  that  be  did  not  admit  it  to 
be  an  obligaiion,  although  Meilrs.  Boyd  might  be  entitled  to 
ibme  toniiderattoii. 

8.  Did  Meflirs.  Boyd  make  any  oljeflton  to  t)u<  ftatement  i 
No,  there  was  not  another  word  pafled. 

9.  Did  you  tfcave  the  room  with  an  imprefion  that  the  Chan- 
eelior  of  the  Exchequer  had  not  acquiefced  in  the  claim  of  prc« 
fercnce,  made  on  the  part  of  Meflrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  f 

Undoubtedly. 


Undoubtedlf. 

lo.  Bi'd  tfic  CfeanccUor  of  ih^  fcxchcqijicr  fay  s^ny  tbiog  rife* 
4nit  «h^t  TOO  have  alrtivdy  ih&ced^  ta  give  Jqo  that  iift|>ld&0a  i 

Mrtt  the  Icaft, 

1  r.'Did  you  con£di?r  yohrfclf  as  having  made  a  precife  c<ki£« 
tion  with  c?ie  Cba&cell  ir  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  Lpaci  of  Febru« 
.ary  1794>  that  there  (hould  be  a^  o^bcr  botrinViRg  or  raifing  <4 
xnoftcy  within  the  year?  "  ,  ^.        . 

Certainly  X  did,  aad  I  a^  d  up  (o  it }  whea  the  Imperutpxivate 
Loan  was  brought  for  war  ci,  I  'gare  public  notice  of  ^  the  Agi^^ 
ment  that  W2kgn|ade. 

13.  Did  jroiXi  previous  to  vour  giving  that  pttbltc  lK)licr^ 
iuake  any  applicatiun  to  the  ChapceUor  Of  the  Ead^ei^iiet  otk 
ihatAibjca?  .  \     :   r 

No — not  the  leaft ;  ^ecat^e  I  At  that  tirae  confidetti  t]iSit  ithaA 
«ot  his  countenance.  '  _ 

,  i^  Had  yoQ  ever  any  ixitimatiofr  t)iat  the  condition  whfch  you 
^fTertedtd  have  been  part  of  your  bargain  with  the  Chaooellor  ol 
the  Exchequer^  in  mkiog  th^  i/i^  \b  PebrU^y  1 91949  was 
controverted  or  difputed  on  the  part  of  the  Cfianceltor  of  iba 
Exchequer  ?  , 

.  I  fievtr  had ;  -but  I  had  intifintioiil  that  the  CbatK^eibi  of'  (he 
Exchequer  ha4  ient  for  Mc.  Johafon  and  Mr.  Angerfteia  e^  ii»# 
iiil5jed(.  regarding  their  nr>t  having  firft  acquainted  him  beforo 
<they  made  the  poblkation.  , 

1  A.  From  vrhom  had  you  that  intimation  ? 

I  neard  it  from  Mr.'Johnfon. 

15.  Did  Mr.  Johnfon  or  Mr.  Angerftein  make  any  commiini* 
nation  to  you,  to  lead  yon  to  fiippofe  that  the  Chancdbr  pf  th^ 
Exchequer  did  not  aiaut  .yqor  ftalepseot  of  this  jToadition  if  the 
|>argait:^  ?  •     * 

Noae— .{he  ftatemen(  was  confirmed  by  a  great  many  iodivi^ 
./^uals  that  were  piefent  at  the  ip^kiag  oi  the  bargain  aft^it  tbt 
publication,  and  I  nevrr  heard  it  difpiKed  to  this  hour*      '     / 

16.  Should  yon,  excepting  ob  the  ground  of  this  expve&cbn* 
didon,  as  you  underftood  it  to  be,  have  thought  yourfdf  aotho- 
xized  to  make  the  abjcdiQaj^and  give  the  public  notice  which  you 
have  dated  ? 

I  (hould  never  have  ciiier^iaed  a  thoM<(ht  of  it* 
'17.  Did  you  objedto  thenegptiat'ton  of  thc^oaaidlllJMcffifi. 
£oyd  and  Co.  in  December  IbllQwiif? 
Not  in  the  leaft. 

18.  Why  did  you  not  ?  ' 
Becaute  I  considered  our  Loan  aS'JMrand  up,  tn4  i  slnmfi  fA> 

lowed  the  true  iuteot  of  •th^  qiMftion  p«i>  to  mt^  the  fuobti^tf 
of  a  foreign  Loan  for  the  King  of  Saniinia. 

19.  In  the  converflition  with  tho  governor  of  the  Kahk  ioia  the 
caStii  of  Oaoher*  dt4  joo^^ddrftaod  the  governor  tf  allttde  q^.any 
^tfebtriuodvei  as  operating  pa  the  mind  of  tEe  Chancellor  of  thio, 
*  ^  Exchequer^ 
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Exchequfr,  exclufive  of  the  circumftancc  of  the  laft  j^jment  OQ 
the  preceding  Loan  not  having  been  completed  ? 

Beyond  all  doubt  whacevery*  and  that  was  no  part  of  it ;  parti- 
cularly it  was  ftated  by  the  governor  of  the  Bank  to  me,  an  im* 
pbrtant  money  negotiation,  amonnting  to  900,000!.  and  this 
was  ftated  not  once  but  repeatedly,  and  on  that  ground  it  was 
jlated,  that  Mn  Boyd  would  hate  the  Loan,  and  that  1  (hould  be 
difappointed. 

'  20L  State  the  whole  of  the  eonver fation  between^  yon  and  the 
governor  of  the  Bank  on  that  f ubjed  ? 
"  He  had  always  exprelTcd  doubts  abaut  the  competkion,  on  the 

Eouod  of  the  confidence  he  had  always  obferved  in  Mi"-  Boyd  and 
I  party»  that  they  (hould  have  the  Loan  ;  and  as  I  have' ftated 
before^  an  important  money  negotiation^  in  which,  it  was  under- 
ifcood^  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  greatly  aftifted  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheaaer. 

ai.  Isdiat  the  whole  of  the  eonverfatibn,  or  did  any  diiog 
more  pafs  f  ^ 

That  is  the  fubftance,  in  fliort  that  I  fliould  be  tricked,  thefe 
words  were  ufed. 

22.  Whofe  words  were  thofe  ? 

The  governor  of  the  Bank^s.*  The  reply  that  I  confiantly  made 
was^  that  I  (hould  do  my  utmeft  to  be  well  prepared  for  compe« 
tition  ;  and  if  I  was  precluded,  it  (hould  not  be  my  fault. 

23.  Was  the  rcfult  of  the  feveral  converfations  with  the 
goverhor  of  the  Bank,  an  impreffion  in  youi'mltid,  that  there 
would  be  no  comprtition  ? 

It  was  certainty  and  pbfttively,  that  there  would  be  no  compe- 
tition, but  that  1  (hould  be  deceived. 

24.  When  u^as  that  imjprefion  firft  on  your  mind"  ? 

From  Monday  the  z6th  of  OAober,  when  I  firft  had  the  com- 
muaication  with  the  Governor  of  the  B<ink,  and  until  Monday 
the  23d  of  November — I  had  never  an  abatement  of  that  impreU 
£on  till  the  23d  of  November. 
•    25.  When  drd  you  (irft<detcrfnine  to  make  your  lift  ? 

The  2Stb  of  Oaober. 

26.  Did  you  then  folicit  perfons,  or  take  pains  to  form  diat  lift, 
and  when  was  it  completed  \ 

I  never  folicited  at  all-r-^he're  wis  no  opening  or  occafion  for 
jne  to  folicit— I  made  communication  of  opening  my  Hfb  tofome 
particular  friends,  and  waited  till  Monday  night -following  for 
their  anfwer  ;  the  lift  was  begun  the  z8rh,  bat  not  publidy  dll 
the  29th,  and  on  the  Tuefday  following,  thd  firft  ftage,  to  wit^ 
|br  fifteen  millions,  was  complettd. 

27.  Did  yon  after  that  day  admit  any  frelh  perlbns  on  yopr 
lift? 

Yes ;  for  one  million  more. 

Z%.  Have  f004iDy  objeftion  to  delivering  iu  the  lift  ? 

Refptsabig 
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Refpeftingf  inyfelf>  not .  the  Icaft  ;  bttt  1  fubimt  to  the  Com- 
xnittce,  whether  it  will  be  proper  for  me »  a9  a  confidential  agent 
in  an  important  traniaftion  for  honourable  purpofes*  to  make 
known  my  lifk,  and  particularly  as  it  has  not  had  an  opportunicy 
o£  obtaining  the  Loan-*-I  woald  not  wifh  to  be  onderftood  to 
have  ^  inclination  to  evade  the  eilabliHiaKnt  of  the  truth,  and 
will,  if  required  by  the  Committee,  deliver  in  my  liftfealed. 

S9.  Had  you  obtained  the  Loan,  would  your  lift  have  been  de- 
livered into  the  Bank»  with  the  names  of  all  the  real  fubfcribera 
in  it  ? 

No — becaufel  have  aftuatly  agreed  to  take  10  per  Cntt*  being 
the  firft  payment,  in  certain  cafes,  without  knowing  the  names-««  , 
And  in  a  great  many  others,  ujpon  receiving  the  \o  far  Crttt.  as 
has  been.prafiifcd  before,  to  inffer  the  fums  to  remain  in  my 
own  name,  as  it  was  in  the  Loan  of  1794,  when  I  had  a  third 
of  it. 

30.  In  the  lift  which  you  offer  todeliver  in,  fealed  op,  do  yoif 
mean  to  infert  the  namc^  of  all  the  perfons  you  know  on  your 
lift,  except  ihoie  who  de£re  to  be  kept  back  on  religious  princi- 
ples ? 

No,  certainly  not. 

31.  Would  the  lift,  which  you  offer  to  deliver  in  to  the  Com* 
mittee,  if  required,  contain  all  the  names  which  you  know  of  the 
real  fubfcribers  to  your  Loan»  except  the  names  of  thofe  who 
Wifii  to  conceal  their  names  on  religious  fcruples  I 

No.— •!  have  agreed  with  many  that  their  fubfcripttoos  ftioold 
ftand  under  my  name,  and  bad  received  in  p«rc  the  iirft  payment 
of  fuch  perfons ;  there  are  others  that  I  have  not  fo  agreed  to 
conceal,  but  whofe  names  I  was  to  receive  previous  to  the  bid* 
ding. 

3a»  On  what  authority  did  yon  reft  yonr  belief  on  the  39th  of 
Oi^ober  thai  Mr.  Boyd^  would  have  th<  Loan  ?  .  «  ' 

On  confidential  information,  which  I  conftantly  received  up  to 
Tuefday  the  24th  of  November.  At  the  public  meeting  of  the 
fubfcribers  I  took  notice  of  it  in  the  manner  that  I  do  now,  and 
obferved,  that  the  gentlemen  who  save  me  the  information  was  10 
the  room  and  heani  me*  I  did  that  widi  a  view  that  I  miffht 
not  be  underftood  to  allude  te  any  body  thaL  was  not  prelent,  but 
I  would  not  give  up  his  name  upon  any  confideration* 

33.  On  what  da V  was  that  meeting  of  the  fubfcribers  hdd  ? 

It  was  MonOayrollowing  the  meeting  inDowning^ftreetwhen 
the  bidding  was  reje^cd. 

34.  Did  you,  at  the  time  of  opening  your  lift,  or  prior  to  that 
meetine,  communicate  to  your  fubfcrtbfri  the  impreffion  upoi^ 
3Four  mind  that  there  would  be  no  competition  ? 

To  fome  it  is  very  likely  that  I  did ;  but  in  general  I  obferved 
as  a  rule  to  fay  but  little  to  any  body,  but  te  hear  all  from  every 
body ;  and  I  did  hear  genei  ally  from  all  perfons  tha%thnt  idea  was 
uadeiAood* 

q  a  35.  Did 
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.|f .  Did  you  receive  awf  money  %»  part  of  ihe  firft  jpaymeftt 
from  the  fubfcribers  to  your  Uft  ? 
Fr^m  ma^yy  bvtnot  all.. 

Witiidrew. 

Mr.  BovA's  letter  to  the  right  honourable  William  ?Jtt,  Stc- 

'    '&c-  dred  8«ckvillc-ftrectj  November  2^xh  *795>  ^aiming 

a  preferf nee  fo  the  prgotianon  for  the  Loan,  was  deHver^ 

in  to  the  Conimitiee  and  read,  and  is  inferted  in  Appendizr 

No.  3. 


Femris,  l^^  die  Dcamirit  I79f. 
Mr*:  MQRGA^  again  called  in,  an^d  examined. 

IN  fiaplattattob  tx>  my  anfwer  yeftef day*  rctetiTe  to  completing 
.  the  Arfk  ftage  of  mf  lift  for  £fieen  mUlions,  I  sieao  to  iky, 
chat  tiie  HA  waa  adua41y  cbiiclii<k4  on  the,  Taefdayji  hut  oa  $a<. 
torday  the  3 1  ft  I  had  not  received  the  anfwer  I  cxpefled  ;  aad 
finding  that  my  lift  got  very  forward >  I  wa$  under  feme  appre-- 
henfton  that  Iflioald  have  but  ^ry  little  roo«i  in  cale  Ae.  offer 
ihad  mririoned  flioald  be  af^epted»  and  therefore  I  ftopped  kt^ 
ting  dawn  names  and  made  known  to  the  people  ths|t  I  was  fo 
fituated  that  1  could  not  fet  down  any  mare  till  I  had  received  the 
anfwer  which  I  waa  houdy  in  expetSadoa  of.  The  vcrM  aiH>li- 
cations  that  were  made  to  me  I  anfwrred  in  that  maAoer ;  and  t» 
Aok  that  I  had  recaetyed  fetters  from  {which  were  in  great  j>um- 
kert)  I  made  IcMwn  puUialy  at  Qarraway's,  oil  .Satar^ajr  Uaa 
aift  of  Odober,  tKat  the  letters  I  then  received  were  not  to  be 
eonfidcred  as  agreed  to  by  me»— that  if  the  an&vcr  I  rfeo^ved 
fhould  not  engage  the  fabfcrftption»  which  1  expededy  that  then 
t  ihonldimsBcdiately  £11  up  my  Jill  from  the  letter^  aad  fvpm  the 
applicatioQs  at  they  firft  came  to  aie — I  aa  that  tiaae  <oii-» 
fidercd  my  lift  complete*  or  neaaly  ip^  by  one  or  othtr  of  the 
oieana. 

.  On  refleAloa»  I  am  of  .Opinkyr}'  that  it  i»  Itaptopu  for  me  ta 
deliver  in  my  lift  in  any  mFMaer»  leafed  or  aot  iealedr  becaaic 
the  public  ate  not  iaterefted  thereiiu  skm- conceraed  in  any  nlptSt 
with  regard  to  the  forming  of  it,  or  the  names  that  may  or  may 
fieibeuifeTted  m  iu  Jkeaufie  I  was  not  allowed  to  aft  upon  it  ;r 
and  moreover^  if  1  had  been  allowed  to  have  come  to  a  biddings 
it  would  not  have  been  a  queftion  to  me  whether  Ihad  a  lift,  or 
iiow  it  eras,  formed,  or  who  was  in  it ;  but  before  my  propoial 
could  be  received,  I  fiiould  be  q^ieAioned  refpc£ling  my  fecurity 
ibr  makitig  the  depoftt*  and  i  dioitld,  according  to  my  ioteatbns, 
JifMemade  icaowa^  that  i  fhould  have  depofited  at  the  B^nk^-  3,  or 
^9.^r  s-QQ^oo)..  or  whatever  more  might  have  been  requires  I 
could  have  gone  10  any  thing  ;  s&nd  that  aifo  1  Ikould  h*ra  b^n 
4     '  .^  .  P^^* 
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prepvcd  with  other  fecurltyy  pGrfonnU  if  it  fliould  haYC  been 
tequired,  t  Wi(h  to  rcmarki  that  what  I  was  to  have  obtained 
wag  a  Loan  by  hcrn^  the  higheft  bidder. 

jp.  Are  you  pofitively  dtetermined  to  refofe  giving  in  your  lift 
in  the  manner  you  yeftcrday  propofcd  ? 
At  prefeot  I  am. 

37.  When  may  the  Commtttee  expefi  your  final  determination 
<m  that  ^\nt,  if  ihey  ihoald  judge  u  imponam  ta  bave  it 
delivered  w  } 

It  is  impofitble  for  me  to  anfwer  tbtit ;  I  have  made  up  my 
mtndy  ccnQdering  that  the  public  are  not  intereded  in  the  lift,  or 
concerned  in  any  manner  whatever. 

^8.  If  the  Committre  flxnild  exprefg  to  yon,  that  the/  are  of 
opinion  that  the  public  -are  interefted  tn  your  giving  in  the  1i{^ 
would  you  then  deliver  it  in  ? 

The  qucflion  being  obje(5led  to>  the  witnefs  wa»dire&ed  ta 
withdraw. 

And  being  again  calfed  in»  he  was  acqfoainted'y  that  the  Cbm- 
^ittee  Kid  come  to  a  refolution,  That  it  is  of  eiTential  impbrt- 
ance  to  the  public  that  he  Ihould  deliver  in  his  lift. 

And  he  was  a(ked  ; 
[  39*  ^^^^  y^^  produpc  your  lift  in  cofiiequeoceof  this  refoliition 
of  rhc  Committee  ? 

With  all  deference,  to  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  I  wifii  not 
.0  do  it^  becaufe  the  lift,  and  the  purpofea  for  which  it  was 
'ormed,  were  at  an  end  before  the  day  for  completing  the  lift« 
namely,  the  day  before  the  bidding,  at  which  time  I  was  to  re-' 
celv'e  nani^s  from  many  gentlemen ;  and  I  with  to  add/  to  eftablllk 
that  troth,  I  have  no  objedUon  to  make  a  private  oommuntcatioa 
of  the  namfts  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcalurvi 
.  40.  Are.  you  pofitively  determiaed  not  to  deliver  in  your 
lift?  '  . 

.  No,  by  no  m^ns,  it  is  now  fealed  up,  hi  the  maaaer  it'  wan 
yesterday  ;  and  after  ihe  explanation  X  have  given,  1  will  cuftipljr 
with  the  refdlution  of  the  Clobimittee. 

Then  the  witnefs  was  direfted  to  withdraw. 
And  being  again  called  ia^  he  was  acquainted,  that  the  Gom- 
snittte  wetc  of  opinion,  that  he  be  defire4  to  deliver  in  hts  lift 
jTor  thein^pefltun  of  the  Committee, 

When  uf on  the  witnefs  replied,  that  he  fboiild  comply  witk 
|hf  rr-qu  ii  ionof  the  Committee. 
Ani'  bcln^  further  examined  ; 
He  was  alltf'd, 

41.  U;iOn  what  points  d'd  yon  communicate  witlt  the  fubfcr- 
bcrs^  between  (he  time  of  cpcning  the  lifts  and  the  meeting  of 
the  r.bfcriben,  which  you  '.<ive  mentioned,  and  what  pafie4 
generally  on  ihc  fahjtd? 

The  converfa  ion  wts  gcnciVly  with  individuals,  relative  to 
'being  a4m't led  on  the  liflls  j  as  10  any  other  topics  they  were 
ne)tly  accidental  and  I  can  give  uuac.duntof  them. 

42,  Having 


I 
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42.  Having  faid  that  you  had  commanicated  with  fome  of  the 

fobfcribcrSy  the  IrtiprefliOD  on  your  tnind  that  there  would  be 

no  competition  for  the  Loan«  were  there  any  of  the  fubfcribeis 

,  upon  your  lift  from  whom  you  had  received  money,  to  whom  you 

did  not  make  this  communication  f 

Undoubtedly,  abundancci  with  whom  I  had  no  commtmicatioo 
on  the  fubje6t. 

45.  Had  you  received  fuch  confidential  ioformadony  on  which. 
you  thought  you  could  re1y>  only  from  one  perfon,  or  from  more 
than  one  perfon  ? 

From  one  and  the  fame;  but  it  was  alv^ays  the  commoa 
tumour. 

*  44.  Do  you  (lill  remain  of  opinion,  not  to  mention  the  name  of 
that  peribn,  from  whom  you  received  fuch  confidential  infor- 
mation ^ 

*  Ceruinly  I  do — And  I  think  it  would  be  extremely  improper 
for  me  to  do  it,  without  firft  commojucating.wich  him,  and  having 
fiis  confent ;  becaufe  it  may  probably  lead  to  fome  other  perfon 
of  whom  I  knowpothing. 

4c.  Will  yotf^eotion,  whether  there  were  any  circomftances 
in  that  perfon's  litdation,  that  induced  you  to  think  the  infor- 
ihation  more  authentic,  than  the  general  rumour  you  have  men- 
tioned? 

No  circumftanccs. 

46.  What  were  your  rea&nsfbr  thinking  yon  could  particularly 
fcly  on  the  information  you  had  received  from  that  perfon  f 

Becaufe  I  knew  him  to  be  a  true  honeH  roan,  fuUy  to  be  con* 
fided  in. 

47.  Had  you  any  reafon  to  think  that  he  had  any. particularly 
imhentic  means  of  information  ? 

From  his  telling  me  he  had  that  information,  and  that  I  might 
fdy  on  it. 

*  48.  Did  he  fay  he  liad  the  information  from  Mr.  Boyd,  from 
the  Chancclfor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  from  any  other  particuhir 
perfon  or  perfons  that  he  mentioned  f 

He  never  mentioned  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nor  Mr. 
'Boyd — ^he  certainly  mentioned  a  perfon  in  the  city  from  whom  he 
had  the  informatbn,  the  name  of  which  perfon  I  ihould  wiih  to 
decline  giving  without  his  leave — that  perfon  I  do  not  know  per- 
fonally. 

49.  Have  you  any  objedion,  if  the  Committee  fhould  require 
It,  to  aflc  leave  of  thofe  two  gentlemen  to  mention  their  names 
to'  this  Committee  ? 

One  J  do  not  know  ;  neither  do  I  know  that  he  is  acquainted 
or  has  knowledge  of  the  information  being  given  to  me— the 
t>ther  I  can  have  no  objection  to  aik. 

50.  When  you  were  inf  >rmed,  that  the  perfon  with  whom  yott 
are  not  acquainted  had  declared  that  Mr.  Bcyd  was  to  ha\e  the 
Loan,  did  you  know  of  any  clrcomftancea  belonging  to  that  per- 
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fon,  which  led  voa  to  think  that  be  had  the  means  of  amhenitc 
informaticm  on  the  fubjc^  ? 

I  did  believe  fo ;  from  hii  acqaaintance  with  fome  of  Mr, 
Boyd's  party, 

51.  When  the  information  was  given  to  you,  was  it  mentioned 
to  you  oii  what  ground  that  perfon,  whom  you  did  not  know,, had 
forniied  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  to  have  the  Loan  ? '   * 

Becaufe  be  was  told  fo— that  was  mentioned  to  me. 

c  2 .  Was  it  faid,"  by  whom  it  was  told  fo' ? 

1  do  not  know  that  ever  he  coimnunicaced  that  to  my  frlenl 
that  fpoke  to  me — I  do  not  rccolleft  ever  hearing  /i. 

53.  Then  you  never  heard  from  whom  by  name,  that  per* 
fon,  whom  you  do  not  koow^  had  his  information  on  the  fub* 

jea?    "  ♦       '  •  ■      '•     ,  '■  \  '';    •. , 

I  never  heard  that •  be  had  ever  fafd  any  nalne.  *  ^       * 

54.  As  yorf  faid  yov  had  heard  Mcffh.  Boyd  were  con (lantly 
affured  of  havitfg  the  Loan,  were  ^y  perfons  namcfi  from  whoo^ 
they  had  had  that  affurance  ?  1 

I  always  undcrllood  that  they  felt' themfdye^^  confident   of 

having  it ;  and  fo  Iconftantly  had  the  confidentiaf  infcirmafion, 

and  ir  agreed  with  public  rumonr—- when  /  faid  mtffrS.  Bpyd 

were  affured — I  meant  they  were  confident.*  ,    . '  .^   f..'  '  / 

And  then  the  witnefs  wa»  aitefted  to  fvithiiw/ 

And  being  again  called  in,  he^Was  acquainted,,  t^'  ih^  jCopi- 
mlttee  had  come  to  a  refolution,  that  be  be  de^red'lto  i^l^the 
friend  he  has  mentioned*  from  w4iom  he  bad  rcctivJd  theconfi- 
dentiai  information,  whether  he  has  any  obje£lion  that  hii  name 
fliould  be  mentioned  to  the  Committee. 

Then  the  witnefs  was  further  examined,  and  afked  ;  ^  ^ 

55.  Was  there  any  general  condition  which  you  made'wii^  tb<; 
perions  whom  you  received  as  fubfcribers  to  your  lift?     ^      /. . 

The  general  condition  was,  not  to  be  in^ny  other  lift.  ^  ' 

56.  Was  there  any  other  genei^al  condttio^i  but  that? 

Nor  to  part  with  any  of  their  fubfcription,  but  on  the, fame 
conditions,  to  be  declared  and.obferved  by.  the  peiibns  to  whom  ic 
w^8  difpofed  of. 

57.  Was  it  not  a  condition  made  by  you  with  thofe  Who  were 
received  in  your  lift,  that  they  ihoiild  advance  toyou  the,|yboie 
or  part  of  the  depcfit  ?  '    ' 

It  was  not  a  general  condition,  althougli  it  waa  t^  fome' parti* 
cular  perfons. 

58.  How  much  was  thofe  par^icnlar  perfons  required  tqai- 
vance  to  you  i  -  * 

*    i  pir  cent* 

59.  According  to  your  recoIlc£lion,  when  did  you  firft  receive 
advances  of  ^per  ecnt.  from  any  of  your  fubfcribers  ?' 

I  reallv  do  not  recolleft,  but  mv  banker's  book  wi!J  fti?w. 
(>o.  Was  any  received  to  your  Knowledge  previous  to  the  %g\ 
Qf  Oftober,  when  you  made  it  public  to  form  year  lift  \ 
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6i.  Did  you  continue  to  receive  tliofe  advances  of  $  per  cenu. 

up  to  the.^ime  when  yo«  was  at.  tkc  meeting  in  I>owuU|r.ilret:t, 

•n  Wednefday  the  35th  of  November  ? 
I   apprehend  f<vae  little  paym;^ot9  were   made  ab9ut  that 

time.  .  . 

62.  Did  yo9  at  dsij  time,  before  the  zytb  of  No?ember,  cdUn-* 
termand  thole  payments  I 

I  never  applied  generally  ibr  an  advance  of  ^  fof^ciut^-oi  ^ny 
q/ther  fum — To  fome  perfonv  as  I  have  faid  betore«  whe^  tl^e/ 
applied  to  me  to  be  admitted  on  the  lift,  in  order  that  t  miffht  be 

rrfe^Uy  fafe»  I  have  agreed  fo  to  admit  tbem  upon  paying  io 
fir  fd^.— In  man)c  cafes  ageatd  appUed  to  me  on  ibeli^half  of 
perfons  I  waa  not  perfedly*  or  not  Uifiiciently,  acquainted  wkb^ 
and  on  fach  occafioni  I  always  ftlpnlated  for  paying  the  moo^y  in» 
to  make  mc  perf«ftly  eaiVr-^  hairi  finptber  object  «lfOf  of  raifing 
a  certain  fum  to  be  Jxaay  to  be  applied  a«  a  iecuriiy  for  th<; 

terformance  of  the  contraa,  and  whicb  I  nropofed  to  lodge  ia  thi^ 
ands  of  the  chief  cafliier  oif  the  Bai^k  ot  England  for  that,  pur-^ 
^fe,  and  on  that  acoonnt  I  applied  to  (oait  of  my  $u|rt4cular 
friends  to  pay  in  fach  money  as  they  could  conveniemly  fpa«e  ^ 
and  I  had  fo  raffed  near  30o/>ool*  and  I  bad«  at  the  fame  time, 
vpwarda  jf^oooL  <>f  my  own  at  the  bankers ;  and  then  when  I 
had  &ch  monies  raifed^.  upon  fome  applications' being  niade  to 
ine>  IT  I  wifhed'  tl>em  to  pa^  in  moncy«  t  did  t^  then^  that  t, 
confidered  tt  annecdlary.  thinking  1  had  a  fuoi  fu^icot^  bm 
deiired  them  tube  prepared  in  cafe  I  (honld  have  oc^i^n  to 
caJt  for  tbem-«— where  I  made  ft  a  condition  I  nevef  ^zmi^er*., 
manded. 

63.  Was  the  condition  that  you  fobfciibers  ibotild  |U)t,be  In 
any  other  lift,  general  ?  i 

No— -not  completely  general.  .         ' 

A  printed  paper  being  Qiewa  to  the  witnefsj  aud  ready  a»  foU 

:      ^'Sir,  ^     ^  .  . 

"  I  dcftrc  to  fubfcribe  ni  the  lift  you  are  forming  for  the 
''  int^ded  Loan  thoufand  pounds  omnium  i 

'*  aodjl.  p^omife  and  engage  to  make  the  depose,  and  not  lu 
*'  have  any  concern  or  mtcreft,  direftly  or  iEdirt£Uy,.in  any 
'«  other  lilt ;  and  that  no  peHbn  fhall  have  aay  pait  or  in- 
•*  tereft  in  my  fuhfcription,  but  on  the  fame  coqditions  19 
<*  ^e,  declared  and  obfcfvcd,'* 
He  was  alkec|# 

64.  Was  that  the  form  which  you  required  your  fublcr^r^  tj^ 

Sgo?.  '   '^  -    - 

Not  generalhy — this  was.  the  £)m  of  a  printed  letter  whi;^  . 
we  ma^e  ufe  of»  when  we  were  forming  our  lifts  for  the  pnrpofe 
«f  brading  fpr  the  Loan  of  17Q^»  and   of  which  I  had  £ume 
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65.  Will  you  menttoD  what  defcription  of  perfons  tb<y  wrrc 
wiiCMn  you  exenpud  kom  the  cobdilioo  fpccAied  rin   this  piinted 

papf r  ? 

They  were  4f  two  deicriptions,  fticKas  tbeBankDirejflors^  on 
the  one  hand,  and  gentlemen  that  I  fuppcfed  and  knew  irofn  theis 
charader,  kpowing  jny  condirions,  would  aot  ofitr  thciufelves  ta 
be  in  my  lift  if  they  were  in  any  other. 

66.  Did  you  cPlY^fiiwkaie  to  thofe  perions  f^rom  whom  you  ^e- 
qatred  the  condition >tb^t  there  w^^.^^tkeifb  that  you  had  exempted 
orineant  to^exeoipt  fiom  them?  / 

.  •  No — ccrt9ii?ly  not-:-I  never  thought  ic  neceflary— 1  had  ,tliQ 
entire  management  of  that  bu (in tfa.  ^  . 

6y.  Is  it  to  be  underftood,  therefore,  that  a  perfon  who  fub- 
(oribed  One  of  thofe  pr  in  fed  papers/  luid/na,  rtafon  giveii  him.  to 
think  that  any  of  your  .fubrcrit>«U's  ^as  not  laid  under  thf  fiunq 
conditions? 

-  X  never  et^t^re^  iptQ  any  rea/bn— ^I  never  ieat  thofe  jpr  in  ted 
papers ;  they  lay  at  the  bar  at  Garraway'si  and  thofe  who  chofe^ 
filed  them  up  aad  dlredt^d  them  for  me^ . 

-  68.  Did'  you  retjufre  the  conditions,  .contained  in  the  printed 
li^tterst  from  any  perfon  to  whom  you  did  not  fend  or  give  thofi^ 
letters? 

I  did. 

69.  When  you  made  yo«r  intention  .to  open  a  lift  public,  did 
you  declare  the  conditions  on  which  you  meant  co  receive  fub>f 
fcfiberj;,  and  if  you  did,  Jivere  thofe  conditions  the  fame  iK^ih 
|ho(e  fpflicified  in  the  printed  paper? 

I  did,  as  the  a ppH cations  were  made  to  me,"and  Where  I  thought 
it  was  neceffary. 

:  70.  Did  you  exprefsly  qflf^r  to  any  gentlemen,  that  they  (honld 
be  fubfcribtrs  without  being  bound  to  the  conditioiis  contained  in 
tlie  printed  paper.? 

None  ^hati ^colled— J  do  ^t  reca]le6i  one.;  bftt  where  I 
thought  i'  unneqeffary  I  never  mentioned  it— <— but  I  wiih  it  may 
always  b*  underftood,  that  I  never  required  it  or  expected  it  from 
the  Bank  Dircdl'^rs. 

'  7j;  Yod  mentioned  yefterday,  that  you  had  communicated  to 
ibme  refp<<^able  gentlemen  that  you  intended  to  open  a  lift,  ai|d 
P'ippofmg  to  them  to  take  a  ihare^  if  .they  thought  proper;,  dia 
thofe  gen^lemen^  when  you  receivf:d  an  apiwer  from  them,  accept 
that  propofal  ?  .  ^ 

They  did  not^  ^     • '  *  ;  ' 

72.  Have  you  aoy  objedipn  to  mention  who  thofe  gentlemen 
were?  .  .' 

Certainly  I  have,  upon  the  general  principle  that  I  think  it 

iniproper  for  .me«  as  si  cpnfidential  agent,  to  fay  who  is  or  who  is  . 

not  in  the  lift-^and  now  I  would  beg  to  obferve,  it  occurs  to  me 

Ahat  fuhmit}ii>g  my  bai^c&'^  boojp  will  in  part  dllclofe  ihe  names 

'  '     r  •      •  •  •  '-of 
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of  fabfcribcrsj  and  ^hich  I  w^as  nm  aware  of,  and  therefore  liope 
l^e  Coisniiccee  willlit  &tisfied  wkkmy  ptfoiiuchis'tiieltrft  iddfoft 
dates  e£  payxaecta  by  the  fabfcrUiers. 

73.  Have  you  any  objedion  to  aflc  ihbfe  genikmen  if  iliey 
#o\ild  conient  Ihat  you  fheiAd  difck>fr  thei>  iiari)f6«to  tktU  OcAn- 
tnittee,  fiiould  the  Commiitee  think  proper  to  require  it  ?    ^ 

I  hav^,  upon  the  iiame  geaeral  prfDciple:    '       -.       .      r 

•74.  When- 7^  commufticated  to  thofe  gentlefnen  your-  ifto^n- 
tfena  4if  openilig  a  Hft^  and  made  them  an  offer  t^  Ukt  ^  'fiiare  itt 
It,  did  you  ftate  to  them  the  reafonayou  h^.ve  Mentioned  ^  ^)ite 
Oofflmiticr,  thftt  y&k  hiad  for  iflunking  that  MciTn.  Boyd  welt  to 
have  the  loan  ?  ... 

No.  • 

'   75.  Did^ey,  in  their  anfwery  menriontbat  oiTCOiBftane^  as 
their  notive,  or  among  their  motived,  fbr  dectixdag  your  offer  f 

No. 

76.  Have  you  any  objeAron  to  Ibite  what  reafem  ibtjgtetc  for 
dcdiningyotir«fiorf  •  '         ^ 

It  is  not  in  my  power-*-I  dovot  fecoHe^. 

77.  When  you  firft  went  into  the  city  and  met  Mr.  ^ohntbuy 
was  it  for  the  exprefs  pufptftfe  dftiklkiiig 'about  idie  l«ian/  aAd  by 
fpecial  appointment  ? 

No. 

78.  Did  Iffr.  Johnfon,  ^en  he  conrniumeated  Wt.  Angerlkia's 
eijpinion,  &y  he  had  Mr.  Angetftein's^aathomy  for  lb  domg? 

'    He  never  -mentioned  ht5  authority— ^b at  I  had  oo  dovbc  of  it. 

79.  Was  any  thing  faid  to  you  to  diffaade  you  ftom  iiiakiti^  a 

No.  

So.  Did  yon  enquire  as  to  the  amosnt  of  any  (hire  you  n^t 
have  of  Mr.  Boyd's  lift  ?       -  '^'  ^ 

No.  ■'  -'i 

Si.  Did  you confider  an  the  cbmnsuTxtcations  mifde^to  yo«;;by 
tKe  Governor  of  the  Bank,  in  the  various  eonv#rfations  ybo  had 
wiih  him  refpe6tiftg  the  lotfo,  as  oflkeial  commumcartions  ? 

I  did,  all  thofe  which  I  have  dated. 

Sz.  Did  you,  on  your  feeing  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  in  the 
City,  after  his  return  from  t^rat'vrfit  to  Downiiig  S<Teet,  when  yoa 
cxpei6led  to  meet  on  the  loan,  rceeire  any  other  comntUMcM^n 
of  any  fort  from  him,  'but  as  to  t'le  amoum  of  tht  ioani  kfik, 
eighteen  millions  ? 

Yes ;  that  it  was  to  be  f^ifpofed  of  by  public  Ciimpetition. 

Sj.  T*>en  isit  to  be  underft^^od  that  yru  received  no  othcv  Sa- 
formation  or  communication  whatever  from  the  Governor  of  ^e 
Bank  on  that  day,  but  as  to  th'Te  two  dircum(iaBC^  vfts*.  the 
imount  of  the  Loan  (eighteen  millions,)  and^theeomfctiuon  f 

1  do  not  recoiled  any  other  official  communication. 

84>  HareydU  any  td^ftioti  to  ftate  what  other  eodve^atMi 

paAed 
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piled  betweeoyou,  an^  the  GoverDOV  t€  tke  Bai&,  it  lattte  t<^ 
the  Loan,  fubfequcnt  to  that  vifit*  and  antecedent  to  your  going 
lo  Downiag^  Street  to  bid  for  it? 

On  thtt  di^y  I  had  other  oonrerfiition  widi  tbe  Gortrnor  of  the 
BanV.  •  '  .-..■..,.. 

85.  Have  you  any  obfe&ton  to  ftate  that  coni^rfation,? 
'Ouly  npoTv  vhe  general  principle  that  it  aHttded  to  my  Kft.   * 

86.  Did  the  G  tvernorof  the  Bank,  in  the  whole  of  that  vifir> 
diftingniiK  to  you,  thofe  circumftances,  which  he  comnvutiicated 
to  you  officililly,  from  what  yoa  conceive  to  be  a  confidential  com* 
munication?  -    - — 

He  did. 

87.  Did  yon,  after  communicatton  of  the  Loan  being  fur  the 
amount  of  eighteen  mUHons,  communicate  that  alteration  to  the 
fubfcribers  upon  vour  lift  ? 

I  did  )iot«^it  aid  nf  t  tonccrb  thenu 

88.  Did  you  uoderdand  any  of  the  different  ]node«>  in  .which 
the  Loan  was  to  be  arranged  as  to  the  funds  ? 

I  did. 

89.  From  whom,  had  you  that  laformatioh? 
The  Governor  of  the  Bank. 

90.  On  what  day  ? 

I.  have  no  note  of  .the  day ;  but  it  waa  at  fcveral  dlflferent  times 
hientioned  to  me,  having  been  at  iirft  propnfed  to  have  fome  parr 
In  the  4  per  crnt.  but  afterwards  I  was  aflccd  if  I  had  any  objcfti'ons, 
that  it  fliould  be  in  the  3  per  cent,  confolidated,  reduced,  and  loog 
annuities. 

91.  When  was  yoar  laft  commvinication  with  the  Governor  of 
the  Bank  on  this  fuhjed  ? 

*  I  do  not  recoiled  any  after  Monday. 

qt.  When  you  wtnt  to  Downing  Street  on  Wednefday  the 
2>'Cth  of  November,  were  you  then  prepared  td  make  a  final 
iplPer  ? 

If  it  had  been  fo  propofed  to  me— —I  was  always  prepared. 

93.  If  you  had  made  your  ofi^r,  ^Pnld  you  have  expected  a 
decided  artfwcr? 

This  was  not  the  day  for  making  the  offer ;  but  when  I  i^as 
there,  if  I  had  been  invited  to  make  an  offer,  by  fair  competition, 
I  fliould  not  have  hefitated  a  moment,  and  I  (honld  have  expe^ed 
a  decided  anfwer. 

^4.  Would  the  Doftbility  of  an  Anftrian  Loan,  and  the  proba^ 
bility  of  funding  five  millions  of  Nary  Debt  have  made  an/con^ 
fiderable  alteration  in  your  terms  ? 

Not  any-~my  mind  was  made  op  to  thofe  objefis* 
'  ^.  Had  you  reduced  your  propofali  to  writing  ^ 

9$«  «Po  you«  as  a  a  man  of  extenfive  pradtice  and  exnertenc^^ 
Ihittk,  that  the  poffibility  of  (his  Aaftrtan  Loan,  and  the  fund' 

X  2  ing 
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log  tW  'five  miHioosi  vfould  moke  any  alterationoft  tb«  pHce  o^ 
Stocks?  .      ■'    ^ 

When  ihe  Auftrian  Loan  was  acloally  to  come  f  jrward  it-vroald, 
but  if  the  <jaeftioa  goes  to- my  opiifion,  perfecting  the  iftAacacc 
tkatpoffibihty  would  have  opon  me  upon  that  day,  I  can  9n fiver 
not  the  leaft,  becaufel  confidered  it  as  a  matter  utter  If  impaffibie, 
from  iny  knowledge  of  the  iicuattoa  of  cbe  money  alTajn  9£.chis 
country.  ^ 

Witfcdiew. 


Sabbati^  K)^  die  Decembrls  ijg^,, 

Mr.  MORGAN  again  called  in,  and  dcajmined, 

97*  inSTHAT  do  you  undrrftand  by  the  phmfc,  in  your  toi»- 
V  V     mtr  evidence,  of  «*  ofiicially  communicaled  ^co  me  by 
the  Governor  of  the  Bank?'* 

Every  thing  that  he  thought  ncce/Tary^  aod  did  commonicaite 
to  me  relative  to  the  Loan,  aod  to  the  iniemioo6  of  the  .Cfa&noel- 
lor  of  the  Exchequer. ,  ^  ^  .       . 

98.  Did  he  itate  to  yoa  precifely,  on  all  and  eaiii  cf  tbefe 
points,  that  he  had  the  ChanceHor  of  the  Exchequer's  dire^ions 
10  to  do  ?         * 

He  never  mentioned  he  had  any  dire^Ions  to  fpeak  to  mc  in 
particular;  but  he  mentioned  he  thought  it  his  duty  ta>teUjne 
cf  thofe  particulars — ^that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  llad 
always  faid.  Competition  ;  but  at  the  comnvjnicalion  on  Monday 
the  25d  of  November,  when  he  fern  fox  me  after  hi&  return  irom 
Do¥^ing  Street,  he  then  told  me,  that  he .  had  put  the  qat^ftion 
particularly  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  relative  ta  the 
competition,  and  that  he  hadaniwered,  '<  Moil  certainly^'  and 
th^  he  acquainted  me  the  amount  of  the  Loan  wouldbe  eighteen 
millions,  I  think  he  faid,  ''  at  the  leaft," — and  officially  tcld  me, 
we  were  to  attend  on  the  Wednefday  fc^owing  io  Downing  Stckret, 
at  twelve  o'clock. . 

99.  Bid  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  at  any  time  date  to  yon^ 
that  he  was  exprefsly' charged  by  the  Chancellor  of  .the  Exche- 
quer 10  give  this  general  information  to  all  who  applied  to  him  ? 

I  do  not  recoUecb  tliere  ever  was  a  word  of  the  kind;  not  that 
he  was  direded  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  toil  ieny 
body  except  refpectingthe  attendance  in  Downing  Street-^ndiac 
was  mentioned  as  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

100.  At  the  interview,  in  which  you  learned  the  amount  of  the 
Loan,  on  Mooday  the  25d,  did  the  Governor  of  .the  Bank  then 
'Hate  to  you^  that  he  wa^  clxarged  by  the  Qhancclior  qf  the  £xchc^ 

qoer. 


^ttftai  to.  iftfori^  y^tt  of.. the  amounti  pf  the  I^pRa  4s  well  as  the 
time  of  aueodance  in  Downing  Street  i 

'  101*  If  yotijbDok  n  li«iij>  af\  e^rtaifi  (^QadUicMPA  fr.im..thf  Cban^ 
e^or  of  the  Eatchequefyfitod  .an  ^ciem^t  was-madf  afc^wardsto 
viobte  anyi  of  thofc  cooidmon),  i}KoaM  you  .tKii)k  k.4a«QmbeDt  on 
yOd»  on  behalf  .of  yonrfeU*  and.  the  ftibfcnb^r^  .on  y^iu-  li^fto 
remonftrate  againll  any  fuch  violatipn  ?  .         ;      . 

It  would  depend  on  what  aJteration  was  made,  and  whether  ox 
not  then  it  would  be  woitU  my  while  or  aot  to, agree  to  tbenevr 
terms. 

Que iUon  repeated; 

It  I  thought  it  wa^harJul  to  my  bargain,  I  Ibouid  ceculoiy 
remooilr&te  agaiail  it. 

102.  Yoa  have  dated,  in  reply  to  a  converfauoo  with  the  Go* 
vero.  r  of  the  Bank,  (hat  you  (hoold  do  .your  ucnoft  pi  be  well 
prepared  fur  competition,  but  if  you  were  precluded,  it  wouJd 
aot  be  your  fa«lt»;  what  doyoa  moan  by  th^t  j 

I  mean  in  refpe£i  to  not  having  ^n  opp<?rtusity  of  b2d4iDg. 

103.  What  do  you  mean  by  b^otS*  ^^U  pr^ptaced  for  omn* 
petition? 

I  mean,  generally,  being  ^rep9kre4io  my  li(la^d;aioafy. 

104.  Do  you  mean  not  to  be  preparei  at  laUj  4tf  to  the  teicns 
yau  Intend  to  oHer?      .  .  ^ 

i  could  not  poihbly  be  prepared,  or  rather  liave  fixed  0^  the 
term$,  till  the  time  for  making  the  oifef ;  becaule  the  terfiLSiqult 
m  fome  dc;grte  be  governed,  or  have  lefercsicc  to  the  market 
price. 

•    vo^.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  market  price?  . 
.  >  The:  market  price  of  the  funds*  at  ilie  neardl  time  of  bidding 
-^I  wonld  remark,  that  at  the  fproier  time  thit  I  ha^ve  attended, 
fjieicia^^meffengers  arrived  froo^  the  city  with. the  price «  of  the 
day. 

.  io6«  From  yonr  recolle^'on  of  the  afiual  (late  of  affairs  at 
that  time,  and  a  former  Loan  tranfadinn,  what  do  you  appre^ 
hend  would  be  the  diiferencc  between  the  offers  likely  Id  be  made 
by  each  of  the  parties  who  /c^me  t^  that  bidding  ? 

There  can  be  no  comparifon,  in  tny  mind,  with  refpeft  to  for- 
mer Loans,  becaufc  circumHances  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  pre- 
ci(ely  the  fame.;  and  with  regard  to  other  pcrfons'  intentions  of 
bidding  for  this  Lo;ia,  th^t  I  was  totally  unaci^uaiotft:d  with,  or 
with  their  preparation  to  qnalify  tUem  to  bid. 

107.  Have  you  any  mftafia  of  proving,  if  the  ComTattee  fhould 
feauire  it,  the  precife  terms  you  bad  decided  (a  cft'er  uo  the  wed- 
nckiay  when  you  accndcd  in  Downing  Street  ? 

It  is  impoinble  I  (hould  have  any  body  who  could  come  to 
prove  it,  becaufe  I  myfelf  had  not  tiie  moA.  diiUnt  expedtatinn 
that  the  bidding  was  then^^o^ome  on,  or  bef.re  the  Friday  fol« 
lowing.  / 

lod    Did 
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toS.  DidjpottluUy  underdone  di*  pi^po&tifn^.  at.ftkfttiipeil 
was  made  to  yoa^  £or  tbe  qualified  bidding  f 

1  underftood  that  the  half  per  Cent,  was  to  be  in  favaor  of  the 
higheft  bfdder-->tkere  was  no  other  i»ifiiiidefftHidio^^^A:t  the 
neeting  at  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's,  on  Wedaeida/ 
fonciwti^g<,  the  ad  of  December,  than  w«9  hUly  explained.  ~ .  . 

109'  I)idyoyj  after  the  qaalified  biddiag  wasoSeised  on-Wed. 
nefday  the  sjthi  couiider  your  determination^  not  to  be  a,  biddei> 
under  the  terms  and  conditions  then  offered,  as  final  ? 

I  declared  it  was  utterly  impoflible  for  me  to^bid  under  fikh 
reftri^ions* 

no.  If  you  had  taken  a  large  Loan,  on  what  you  confider^ke 
general  known  principles  of  ftich  traafa£);ion,  and  immediately 
afterward^  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ihoold  think  it  ex« 
pedient  to  make  another  Loan,  in  what  manner  would  yeu  aA  i 

I  certainly  fliould  remonilrate  againft  it ;  but  in  my  mind  it  is 
irapoffiUe  inch  a  thing  ihoold  hiippon. ... 

111.  At  what  period  of  the  Loan  (honld  you  thoric  yourleif  not 
entitled  to  make  mch  remon France  ? 

When  it  appeared  not  to  be  an  injury  to  the  patties  for  whom 
I  aaed. 

112.  Can  yon  ftate  that  preciie  period  ? 
When  it  happens  I  couM  ftate  it. 

1 13.  Would  it  be  at  a  period  whei\  half  the  payments  of  the 
Loan  were  made? 

I  cannot  fix  any  time ;  meaning  this,  that  I  fliould  not  think  of 
making  any  remonftrance  merely  fur  the  purpoic  of  oblbiiding  die 
operations  of  Government. 

114.  Do  you  think  that  a  new  Loan  taking  place  before  half 
the  payments  on  the  antecedent  Loan  were  made,  wonid  be  pre.* 
judicial  to  thefubfcribers  to  the  firft  Loan  ? 

Undoubtedly,  upon  the  general  piinciple  that  the  prspaiations 
for  a  new  Loan  generally  afteA  the  funds. 

jtS'  Should  you  at  that  moment  think  it  nrceflaty  to  remon- 
ftrate  ? 

Surely  I  (hould. 

116.  Should  yon  think  it  neceffary  to  remonftrate  at  any  fub« 
{e^nent  period^  as  when  only  three  quarters  of  the  Loan  had  beea 
paid? 

Surely ;  but  with  refpedt  to  myfelf  it  would  depend  on  the  ap- 
plications made  to  me  by  the  holders,  as  having  beeu  the  agent  in 
contradingfor  the  former  Loan. 

117.  Would  not  any  proportion  of  the  capital  of  the  iirft 
Loan,  that  was  left  undtfcharged,  be  afireded  by  the  fableq«(ipt 
Loan  ? 

In  common  with  all  the  funds. 

118.  You  have  dated,  in  your  preceding  evidence,  that  in  e 
former  Loan  you  put  feveral  queitioos  to  the  Cliancclior  of  the 
Exchequer,  will  you  produce  thetn,  wiih  ihc  aniWeis  ? 

I  have 
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I  have  neither. — I  never  had  aay  6f  the  papers,  or  copies  qfanr 
of  the  tetters  or  proceediags  ircnniitt  wrtth  me^  whea  adiog  with 
Mr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Aitgerftein^— diey  aiway*  remained  vnsk 
Mr.  Johrtfon. 

1  ly.  Were  tkofe  q'oeilions  reduced  t9  writing-? 

Yea. 

1 20.  -Aifter you'and  Mr.  jpobafcm  nbd  Mr.  ADgerftctn-bad  ttfken 
the  Loaa,  ii  tie  ChaneeUor  of  the  Exchequer,  aat^cedent  to  the 
fsaymentson  that  Loan  beiag^  cmnpleccd,  Itad  brot^fat  farward 
any  other  Loan,  fhoold  you  have  thought  he  had  ai6ied  fiinf|r  and 
honourably  between  you  and  the  public  ? 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  did»  and  we  sever  made  anj 
complaint. 

in.  Are  yoo  of  opinron/  that  at  whatever  period  the  Chaii^ 
cdlor  of  the  Exchequer  had  brou^  forward  that  fi^eqnent  Loan, 
you  wotdd  have  been  of  the  iktne  opinion  ? 
^    Certainly  D6t.  -    ' 

122.  Can  you  date  the  precife  time  when  you  fliould*  littvi^ 
jthf6aght  "rt  t}ii<ltfiab}e  for  tbe  GlMtncAIorof  the  EMteqdcr  tb  have 
broaght  foi  ward  that  Loan  f 

123.  What  time  of  the  year  did  70a  and  Mr*  Jofanfon  and  Mr. 
Anfrerftcin  make  the  contra^  ? 

The  beginning  of  February,  and  the  I9&  payment  was  to  be 
made  on  the  15th  of  Jamiary,  17959  but  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe 
will  ihcw  it.  ... 

124.  When  vras  the  £rft  payment  of  the  new  Loail,  made  by 
MeEh.  Boyd  and  Co.  for  the  year  1795,  to  take  place? 

1  do  n«t  know. 

1  r^.  Did  yon  apprehend  that  this  new  Loan  afft&cd  yoor  laft 
payment?  .        .       , 

It  afFef^ed  all  the  funds. 

iis6.  Did  you  make  any  reaoonftranceon  that  account? 
I  never  thought  of  it. 
127.  Did  you  form  any  lift  to  be  competitor  for  that  Loan  of 


"?'»'. 


'  TiS.  You  bare  ftated,  that  the  Governor  of  die  Bank  iafbnned 
yoo  of  a  money  tranfadion  to  the  amount  of  £,  900,0009  that 
had  taken  place  be  ween  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Mr.  Boyd  ;  did  thr  Governor  of  the  Bank  ipeak  of  that  Tranfa&i 
lion  as  of  his  own  knowledge? 

He  did  not  fpeak  of  it  as  of  bis  own  knowledge,  or  not  of  his 
own  knowledge ;  but  he  (poke  of  it  as  a  tranfadion  notorious, 
and  which  every  body  knew. 

129.  Do  you  know  of  this  tranfa£tion  ? 
Nothing  but  by  report. 

130.  Hrve  yon  any  d>jt;dton  to  ^te  the  whole  converfation 
wth  the  Governor  of  tjiie  fiaQkx>n  thatibbjefti      - 

I  have 
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I  iiave  already  ftaced  the  whole  that  paiM. 

•5i.  NVene  any  otfaei'  perfons  mentioned  in  this xntiverf«dt/ii 
t^efidefrtheChao^relldrof  the-ExefaeqaerandMr.  Boydf 

Not  ihat  I  recollect. 

122.  Did  iheGovernor  of  the  Bank  explain  to-yon^  hour  yott 
woiktd  be  tricked  ? 

No  otherways;  thatrtkat  he  had  doubts  abonttfre  conipediion  ; 
and  that  it  appeared  comT)  that  bethought  the  Loan .  w.>iild*be 
given  to  Mr.^Bofdy  and  that  was  conforaabJy  to  the  {caeial 
cpinion  and  nunonr.    > 

133.  Did  yoa»  at  the  time  you  allnde  to  tn  Decetilber  17^ 
when  you  tntendvd  to  be  a  competitor  for  the  Loan  of  1795,  not 
know,  that  there  was  an  utter  impoiTtbility  of  the  firft  pa)'nient  of 
the  ntw  Loan,'  bemg  required  to  be  made  prior  10  tbe  13th  of 
Jamury,  .when  the  laft  payment  of  the  former  Loaa  waa  to  bt 
made?  I 

I  knew  no  payment  could  be  made  before  the  Pariiaoient  liad 

134.  Are  yon  liet  a  ware^^chat  in  ilie  coarfe  of  the  two^  laft  wars^ 
there  was  not  a  fing^e  inftance  of  tbe  firft  payment  of  the  Loan  ht 
the  ferviccof  the  year  being  made,  till  fome  months  fubfeqtteat 
46  tl«iaft  pojo^ejit  of  itfae  piseceding  Loan  ? 

1  am  not  aware  of  it,  nor  have  it  in  my  memory — ^I  have  made 
116  reference  of  any  fort  whatei-er  to  tholfe  objeds. 
.   135.  Having  flat ed  yoiir(eIf  tnr  be 'a  man  of  experience,  have 
you  no  recol legion  of  what  pa/Ted,  during  either  of  the  two  laft 
wai&y  with  Tfi^e£^  to  the  paymearc  on  Loans? 

I  cannot  rv colled  about  the  f)ayments  .without  I  waa  to  refitr 
back  ;  but  I  never  heard  of  a  preference  on  any  acoonat  wJuitcver* 
and  particularly.  wiiK  legaid  to  xruftom  asui  praAice,  whether  fcrip 
was  wrote  up  in  the  Bank,  or  not. 

136.  Do  yon  believe  there  exiflsaa  inftaoce,  previons  to  the 
lad  Loao^  of  a.depolit  being  made  on  a  Loan  previcus  to  the  Ial( 
payment  on  the  preceding  Loan  ? 

i  caontttpofitively  recoiled  whether  there  waa  or  was  not  wiib- 
out  reference,  but  I  remember  that  the  Lv)ao  for  the  fcrvice  of 
the  year  1762  came  forward  early. 

*  137.  Do  yba'ndt  recoiled  that  tbe  depofit  in  1762  was  made, 
en  tUe  2jSth  December,  and  that  the  laft  payment  on  tlie.  prececk- 
ing  Lo^n  was  made  in  Odlober  ? 

Icio  notrecalkcb. 

138.  Have  you  brought  your  lift  with  you^  in  confeqnecee  trf 
Vfhux  paiied  yeiiecdayi 

,   .  Iha.ve«  ...  ■  .      .  » 

139.  Will  you  now  deliver  in  your  lift,? 

I  have  the  fame  objeftioti  to.ikate  to  ihe  Committee,  that  I- am 
not  inclined  to  deliver  in  the  lift,  and  do  not  think  m) felt  )itlH- 
^edToutosdo,  wsthont  the  confent  of  the  pattier.fcr  ivhOm  it  <wa9 
intended  that  I  fhoiM have  offered  &r the  Loao^  unbfait  ism 

'  1.  compliance 
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ootnf^iancc  with  the  pofitive  order  of  this  Comjnittee«  and  which 
k  is  HQl  in  my  power  to  re&Ilv  if  fuch  is  the  order :  and  alfa  be 
caufe  Loans  brought  in  that  msnaer  by  competiiion  are  n«t  liable 
to  any  fufpicion  of  wafte  of  the  public  money»  or  to  asy  fcru- 
tiny  ietd  the  divifion  thereof. 

140.  The  Committee  having  ycfterday  comn^unicated  to  ypii  a 
refoiuciony  coctaining  a  decided  opinion,  that  it  w4$  impoitaot  ta 
the  public  your  Jilt  %ould  be  produced,  have  ypu  consulted  the 
perf  >n85  whufe  confent  you  ihlA,  necenkry  to  tbeprodu&ioa  of  it, 
on  the  fubjedl  ?  .  . 

I  have  had  no  opportanity.  r  ^ 

141.  Will  you  .Goafult  thcfe  perfons,  and  how  foon  may  the 
Comiaittec  expect  your  anfwer  in.confeqaence  thereof? 

if  it  is  the  deiire  of  the  Committee,  I  will  mo£E  chearfully  call* 
a  general  meeting  for  that  purpnfe  as  foon  as  poiCbie-^I  ihouU'be. 
extremely  forry  if  I  were  t3  be  underilood  tomean^to  refufeijt  on 
my  oii^a  account*  / 

142.  The  Committee  havin?  already  expreiTcd  the  opinion  be*- 
fore  alluded  to,  do  you  not  leel  it  incumbent  on  you  to  endoavoar^ 
toobtaia-  aoy  confcnt  you  think  noceilary  for  tbe'4)raduction  of 

Ihclia?  .'-.:,• 

I  will  endeavour  to  do  it^SurcIy  I  will  do  it--*-I  &el  it  incura- 
bent  upon  jne  to  do  every  thin^  in  nay  power  to  comply  wl;h  the 
wiihcsof  the  Committee,  confiftent  with  the  chara^rof  a  con-. 
fidential  agent. 

14^.  H^viag  been  defired  by  the  Committee  to  confult  t^e 
friend  you  have  flaentioned,  as  having  given  yau  confidential  in., 
foraaatioo^  whether, he  would  give  you  leave  to  men  don  his  name 
to  the  Comn9Mteeif  they  (liouMdcfire  it,  have  you  confuhed  that 
friend,  and  haslie  given  you  fuch  leave  ? 

1  have  confuhed  him,  and  have  not  got  his  leave: 

J 44.  Caa  you  now  (late  from  your  banker's  book,  or  o(herw{fc, 
when  th^  ikri money  was  paidin  oy.any  of  thefubTcribers  oo  your 
lift,  as  an  advance  for  their  part  of  the  Loan,  and  when  fuch 
payments  ccafed? 

The  firfl  payment  was  on  the  6th  of  November,  and  the  laft 
on  the  25th. 

i45»  Was  you  ever  concerned  as  .»  principal  in.  contra^ing  for 
a  Lcfao  before  that  of  February  1794? 

No —  ^  ^    ■  ; '    • ; 

146.  Did  yen  mean,  in  your  former  anfwer,  by  the  words, 
'*  utterly  impoflible,"  that  it  was  impoffible  any  AuHriap  Loan 
ihquld  be  brought  forward  in  the  couffe  of  the  prefent  ycai;  ?      ,    . 

in  my  opinion,  I  certainly  did. 

147.  Why  then  did  you  write  that  letter,  of  the  i6th  of  No- 
vember, to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ? 

I  wrote  it,-  becaufe  6ij  intention  of  having  a  thought  towards 
the  Loan  to  the  Emperor,  fhould  not  preclude  me  from  an  op^. 
portonity  of  ofiuii»g  for  our  Loan,  on  the  ground  that  I  had  ndi 

s  prepared 
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prepared  th^elf,  and  made  known  my  intention,  that  I  would  be 
ready  to  bia  for  the  Loan  under  any  condition,  either  pofirive  or 
eventual,  refpe^ling  any  Emperor's  Loan. 

14B.  Did  you,  on  the  i6tb  of  NoFcmber,  think  fuch  acircum- 
ftancc  not  improbable  ? 

It  was  much  rumcured  abroad  that  there  would  be  fome  fort  of 
provtfion  for  the  Emperor ;  and  on  that  ground  there  would  be 
no  competition  for  the  Loan ;  and  I  was  induced  to  write  that  let- 
twr,  becaofe  I  would  not  be  precluded  by  any  eventual  propofal 
that  might  be  made  on  that  account. 

Qncftion  repeated. 

I  thought  it  was  improbable^*— I  think  fo  now. 

149.  Why  then  did  you  entertain  any  fufpicion  that  you  might 
be  precluded  from  bidding  fer  the  Loan  on  that  account,  when  yoa 
thought  the  event  fo  improbable,  and  which  you  declared  ycfter** 
day  you  did  not  think  poffible  f 

From  public  rumour  I  entertained  the  idea,  that  there  might 
be  fuch  a  propofal,  and  that  might  prevent  competitioa,  as  it  had 
done  the  year  before. 

ijd.  Ib  it  then  to  be  nnderftood  that  you  did,  at  that  particular 

•    time,  in  confcqueuce  of  the  public  rumoury   fuppofe  that  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  referve  to  himf^lf  the  right 

of  propofing  to  Pailiament  to  gturantee  a  Loan  to  the  Emperor 

in  this  felfion  ? 

I  certainly  did. 

T5K  Did  you  not  imagine,  that  if  fuch  a  propofil  fliould  be 
made  to  Parliament,  which  you  have  ftated  in  your  opinion  wa» 
impoflible,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  fitnation  of  the  money 
affairs  of  this  country,  it  muft  hare  conlideral^Iy  deprelTed  the 
pablic  funds  ? 

When  a6tually  made,  it  n  tny  opinion  it  would. 

152.  You  have  ftated  to-day,  that  you  cannot  prove  what 
terms  it  was  your  intention  to  have  propofed  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  cafe  you  hid  been  callicd  upon  to  offirr 
terms  on  the  25th of  November;  have  you  any  obje^Uon  to  de- 
clare now,  what  terms  yott  would  have  o^R^red,  if  lb  called 
upon  ? 

My  opinion  would  have  been  governed  by  reference  to  tlve 
market  price  in  the  firft  inftauce.;  next,  the  difp($fition  of  the 
public  towards  peace — I  felt  that  very  ftrongly  during  the  form- 
ing of  my  lift;  andalfo,  I  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  was  the 
Opinion  and  intention  of  my  fubferibers,  that  I  fhonld  obtain 
the  Loan;  and  I  cerrainiy,  on  that  day  (meaning  Wedncfday 
the  25th)  if  I  had  been  then  called  upon,  br  on  Friday*  the 
appointed  dayj  fhouhl  have  advanced  my  price  to  very  near  the 
market. 

153.  Will  you  ^te,  as 'nearly  as  yoa  can,  the  precife  termt 
Hhat  you  would  have  offered  On  Wcdnciday  the  ifth  f 

At  3  J.  6W.  Long  Annuity,  I  fhould  l»vc  been  happy  to  have 

bad 


/ 
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t  '    - 

hzd  It;  with^.  120  Confolidatcd,  and  35  Reduced  Annuities— I 
always  calculated  m  my  own  mind  the  difcount  at  about  3  per 
Cent. 

154.  Had  yon  it  in  contemplation  to  offer  thofe  term  "bo 
the  2cth  of  NovembtTy  if  you  had  been  called  upoB  to  a  com- 
petition ? 

I  had  n6t  that  in  contemplatiooy  nor  any  other  termf »  as,  I 
did  not  expe6^  to  be  called  upon  on  that  d^y. 

155.  Knowing  what  the  market  priCev  on  the  lethof  Novem- 
ber were,  and  that  MeiTrs.  Boyd  and  Meffrs.  Meniibes  were  the 
other  bidders,  what  are  the  terms  that  you  would  havie  offered 
had  you  been  called  upon  on  that  day,  aft  nearly  as  yon  can  now 
ftate  the  fame  ? 

The  witnefs  delivered  in  the  following  ftatemenc : 

C^  120  -  •  67f 

^y.  .661        -        - 
II6  Long  Annuity  i8| 


Dlftount  3  per  Cent. ' 


•  I  have  taken  notice,  that  the  reference  to  the  market  price, 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  publio  towards  peace,  would  have  go- 
verned my  mind  in^fixing  my  prices,  .and  alfo  the  confidcration  of 
the  Siock  market  at  the  time ;  and  would  have  weighed  in  my 
mind — Is  the  ftate  of  the  market  fach  as  is  hkely  to  advance,  an4 
ib  advance  my  contra^,  to  ftand  atlthe  then  prcfcnt  price,  or  to 
fall — and  I  was  firmly  of  opinion  on  that  day,  that  the  fpecu- 
tations  had  bfen  very  greatly  for  the  fall;  and  therefore  I  was 
juflified  to  bdieve  that  uiere  would  be  a  rife,  which  would  advance 
the  premium  of  my  contra6l. 

156.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hadexpefsly  referved 
to  himfelf  the  right  to  propofe  an  Auftrian  Loan  in  the  cqurfeof 
the  prefent  feflion,  would  that  have  made  any,  and  what  differ- 
ence in  the  terms  of  your  offer  on  that  day,? 

No.— -I  would  wifli  to  add,  that  I  declare  I  had  an  expeiflation 
*that  fomething  df'that  bufinefs  would  have  been  mentioned,  and 
when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  begun  by  faying,  that  he  had 
Torn*  communication  to  make,  1  really  expeded  it  to  be  relative 
to  the  Auftrian  Loan.— I  had  diat  fubje^  all  along  on  my  mind, 
'and  h^d  prepared  myfelf  with' this  paper  in  my  hand,  and  which  I 
ihad  then  in  my  pocket,  .which  I  meant  .to  ha^e  prefented  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  £xchc^Qer,*3f  there  bad  been  any  opening,  or 
ABv  neccfiity  for  it. 

2»  Then 
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Then  the  faid  paper  was  delivered  in  and  read,  as  foUows  : 

•«  Declaration  to  the  contraftors,  frf>mtlic  right  honour- 
•   •     '*  able  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

**  That  circumftanccs  may  make  it  ncceffary,  ai^d  Par'ia- 
*•  mcnt  may  agree  to  guarantee  a  Further  Loan  to  be  raifcd  ia 
*'  England  for  his  Majeily  the  Emperor,  in  that  cafe,  the 
•«  contractors  for  our  Loan,  and  their  lift  of  fubfcribers, 
*•'  Ihall  be  entitled  to  have  the  cent  raft  for  the  Loan  for  the 
«  Emperor,  whatever  it  my  be,  on  che  terms  and  condi- 
'*  tions  hereafter  to  be  fettled,  and  agreed  with  the  right  ho- 
«'  nou^ble  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Or,  that  it 
**  is  to  be  nndcrttood  by  ihe  contra£tors,  that  there  is  no 
**  reftraint  refpedling'ttny  aififtance  that  Parliament  may 
««  think  proper  to  give  his  Majefty  the  Emperor." 

And  the  witnefs  faid, 

I  meant  to  h^ve  prefented  this  paper  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  as  the  declaration  which  it  might  be  fuiuble  for 
him  to  make. 

157.  At  what  period  did  you  begin  to  thinlci  from  your  know^ 
ledge  of  the  (Ituatlon  of  the  money  affairs  of  this  country,  that 
an  Auftrian  Loan  in  the  prefent  year  was  utterly  impoffible? 

I  carraot  recolIe6l  exa£lly;  perhaps  about  the  beginning  of 
Ociobcfy  or  perhaps  the  latter  end  of  September. 

15S.  Did  you  think  it  utterly  impoifihle  oa  the  25th  of  No- 
vember ? 

I  did. 

159.  Did  you  on  the  i6th  of  November? 

Yes — my  opinion  on  that  day  was  alfo  the  fame  j  but  ftlll  there 
might  be  a  referve  for  a  propofal  of  a. guarantee  of  one  to 
Parliament. 

160.  Did  you  on  Thurfday,  the  a6th  of  November,  when  you 
firdlieard  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  made  his  bargain  for  the  Loan  oq 
the  preceding  day,  declare  to  any  perfon  that  you  would  have  of- 
fered the  terms  which  you  have  before  ftatcd  ? 

No — I  do  not  know  that  I  did.  . 

161.  Did  you  authorize  any  gentleman  to  declare  to  Parliaixlent 
In  your  name,  that  you   would  have  offered  more  favourable 

jcrms  by  two  fer  cent,  than  thofe  upon  which-  the  bargain  had 
been  concluded  with  Mr.  Boyd,  if  you  had  been  permitted  to  bid 
on  that  day  ? 

It  IS  very  likely  I  may  have  faid  fo  ia  conve;rration.---As.  to  any 
formal  authority,  I  know  noticing  of  tjiat. 

162.  Did  younuke  any  oftc'r  10  tjhat  efFtd  to  the.  Chancellor 
of  the  E;cchequcr,  between  \\Jediie£day  th9  zjth  oip  Nov^mbcr^ 
and  Monday  the  jthof  Decem|)er?'  " 

No. 
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163.  Did  yoa  make  an  offef  by  a  letter  nAdt^PJcd  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Ejcchcquer,  aud  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, at  your  rcqucft,  on  Monday  the  7th  of  December,  to 
take  the  JLoan  at  twro  ihillings  in  the  Long  Annuity,  tefs  than  waa 
agreed  to  be  given  to  Meflrs.  Boyd  aod  Co.  ^ 

I  did.  .        ; 

164.  Did  you  ooniider  it  as  a  fair  offer  to  the  p^ibltc  to  propofe 
to  take  the  Loan  on  thofe  terms  on  that  day,  having  now  declared' 
tha^  y9U  would  luve  oiFered  fo  mach  better  terms^  if  you  had 
been  called  upon  te>  bid  oo  the  25  th  of  November  ? 

I  did,  becaufe  the  Chaocellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  had  made  a 
contract  at  a  pi  ice  which  he  confidercd  proper  and  reafonable; 
VIZ.  at  6i.  and  6d,i  and  alfo,  becaufe  it  .would  not  be  proper 
for  me  uonectiTiirily  to  bid  a  more  rtdaced  price  after  fuch  contra^, 
was  imprefTcd  on  the  public  mind  as  moderate  and  reafonable. 

Withdrew/ 
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Mr.  MORGAN  again  called  in,^  and  exanaineil. 

165.  ^/57'AS  not  the  market  price  of  the  Three /<rr  ant.  Con- 
VV     folidated,  and  the  Three  per  cent.   Reduced  An- 
nuities, confiderably  higher  on  Monday  the  7th  of  December^ 
than  it  was  on  the  25th  of  November  ? 

I  believe  it  was— but  I  made  no  reference  to  any  prices  what- 
ever. 

166.  Did  you  in  point  of  faft  not  know  that  it  was  fo? 
I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

167.  Had  not  accounts  been  received  between  the  25th  <>f 
November,  and  the  7ih  of  Decen?.ber  of  important  yi(3oriea  ob- 
tained by  the  Auftrians  over  the  French  ? 

I  really  do  not  recoiled^  the  day  the  accounts  were  received. 

l6|.  What  induced  you  to  make  the  offer  contained  in  your 
letter  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  was  read  by 
your  de£re  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  7th  of  December? 

I  confidcred,  that  in  the  arguments  that  might  be  brought  for- 
ward on  the  fubje6l,  there  mi^ht  be  an  objcdlion  to  any  new  ar- 
rangement, on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  irappfiibleon> account 
of  the  early  day  of  payment,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  prudent 
for  me  to  b[gve;  luch  a  propojQd  ready,  in  cafe  fuch'.an  objection  had 
occurred,  and  to  fdy  that'  1  ihould  have  been  ready  to  make  the 
payment  on  Thurfday,  . 

169.  Did  you  make  that  offer  at  rcqucfl  of  yonr  faWcrihers  in 
jeneraly  or  any  of  them  ? 

It  was  with  the  approbation  of  all  of  thofe  that  I  fpoke  to  Qn 

the 
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the  fubjedt — which  was  fignified  by  many  by  their  %iiing  tfie 
letter,  ^vpr^Sing  their  resulineis  to  become  joint  fecurity  with 
njc. 

J7Q.  Have  you  any  objediaii  to  deliver  in  the  copy  of  that 
letter,  which  was  figned  by  thpfc  who  offered  that  fccudty  2 

The  letter  is  cancelled — I  can't  deliver  a  copy  without  their 
authority,  which  I  have  no  objeAion  to  aflt-r— KOy  owa.  letter  I  am 
feady  to  deliver  a  copy  of  at  any  time. 

[Which  copy  was  delivered  in  to  the  Coremitreey  and 
read,  and  is  is  inferted  in  Appendix,  No.  4.] 

.  The  former  gucftion  and'anfwer  being  read  to  thewitnefs^ 
\lz. 

*«  Have  you  any^jeAion  to  aflc  thofe  gentlemen,  if  they  would 
'*  confent  that  you  (hould  difclofe  thcirnamesto  this  Committee, 
^«  fhould  the  Committee  think  proper  to  require  it? 

To  which  he  anfwercd, 

*•  I  have,  upon  the  fame  general  principle.** 

171.  And  the  fiiid  qiiettion  being  again  put  to  Mm? 

He  deiired  to  explain  that  anfiver  by  faying^  That  he  has  no 
©bjedion. 

17a.  .You  arc  therefore  dcii red  to  afic  Ibc  confent  .of  thofe 
gentlemen,  to  difcl')fc  their  names'  to  the  Committee  ? 

I  will  do  it. 

173.  You  have  ftated  in  the  former  part  df  your  evidence,  that 
when  you  com  rafted  for  the  Lonn  of  I794»  T^"  confidered  your- 
fclf  a«  having  made  it  a  condition  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchcqeur,  that  there  (hould  b*  no  other  borrowing  or  raifing  of 
money  within  that  year ;  did  you  coniider  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  as  having  entered  into  an  engagement  by  this  condi- 
tion, nottopropofe  any  further  Loan  of  anyjort  to  Parliament 
in  the  courfe  of  that  year  ? 

*  *  I  did  propofe  that  queflion,  on  the  ground  that  I  entertained 
fome  idcac^  fomethingto  be  propofed  for  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
and  no  doubt  I  iinderilood  there  would  be  no  borro^ving  or  ratiing 
to  our  prejudice,  or  the  prejudice  of  our  contradl— I  under- 
ilood  generaDy  that  we  were  not  to  be  injured,  and  oothin? 
elfe. 

174.  Did  you  condderhim  as  having  engaged  that  no  Loan 
ihould  be  negociated  in  the  c onrfc  of  that  year,  by  the  agents  of 
^ny  foreign  powers  inaljiance  with  this  country? 

I  underftood  that  he  would  not  counienance  any  thing  of  that 
kind.      '  ' 

175.  Did  you  eosfsder  h:m  as  having  engaged  tO'dohlsutmoft 
topf«vent  itf 

That  was  unneceffary  in  my  mind,  becaufe  I  confidered  it  im- 
pdffibiifl-^obe^onie.     '     .      ' 

176.  Did  you  confider  fuch  negotiation  without  the  authority 
k>f  ^arltaoieiit  as  illegal  ?         '     '"      ' 

I  did. 
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I  did. 

177.  Dor  you  ftill  think  fo  ? 

It  has  been  protred  otherv^ife --there  was  fome  uiontftAM  hr 
the  Emperor. 

178.  Did  yoa  cbnfider  tht  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as 
pledged  by  this  engagement,  to  present  jiny  Loan  feeing  nego- 
tiated in  this  conntryon  the  part  of  the  government  of  Ireland, 
in  the  courie  of  that  year  ? 

1^0. 

179.  Did  any  of  your  fubfcribers  to  the  Loan  for  the  year  1 794, 
apply  to  you  or  defire  you  to  ob}e6l  to  the  negoctation  whKh 
took  place  for  the  new  Loan  in  December  1794? 

Not  in  my  recolleftion — but  I  would  wifh  to  remark,  that  i«. 
fpeaklng  of- any  of  the  circiimftances  rei^^tng  our  proceediagir 
in  preparing  ourfelves  in  order  to.be  bidders  for  the  Loan  for  tka- 
fervice  of  the  year  1795  ;  I  doit  from  memory,  and  not  from  re- 
ference to  any  documents,  for  I  have  not  any  of  them. 

180.  Do  you  recollect  that  Parliament  was  hot  fitting  at  the 
time  chat  that  new  Loan  was  negotiated,  and  that  it  didjnot  meet 
till  the  3 1  (I  of  December  ? 

~  I  think  the  negociation  ivas  before  tlie  meeting  <)f  Parliament 
but  1  don't  recoiled  the  day  the  Parliament  met. 

181.  Had  you  not  every  reafon  to  be  fatidfied  that  it  was  xsn- 
poffible,  from  the  forms  of  proceedings  in  Parliament,  that  the 
£r[V  paynaent  on  the  new  Loan  could  take  place,  till  the  lalt  pay* 
ineiit  on  the  preceding  Loan  was  completed  ? 

I  did  not  con  fide r  any  thing  at  all  about  it — I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  forms  of  Parliament,  and  for  all  I  am  aware,  the  Loan 
might  be  voted  in  confidence  before  the  fupplies  were  brought 
forward — but  I  recollefl  having  heard  that  ionie  of  the  cont'ac*. 
tors  collcfted  the  payments'  from  their  fubfcribcuB,  expcfting  a 
tcry  early  payment  on  the  Loan  for  1795# 

182.  Do  you  recoiled  any  inftanceof  a  Loan  voted  before  the 
fupplies  were  brought  forward  ? 

I  do  not— nor  of  any  other  contra(5t  being  made  for  a  Loan  he* 
fore  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 

183.  Will  yoa  ftatc  your  reafon  for  not  having  objedled  to  the 
bringing  forward  of  any  new  Loan,  previous  to  the  laft  payment 
on  your  concraft  for  the  year  1 794  ? 

Idid  not  confider  chat  theie  was  any  opening  for  objedliofi,  tnr 
complaint  of  injury,  coniidering  the  Loan  of  1794  as  wound^ 
up.  . 

184.  Can  you  recoiled  what  was  the  amount  of  the  rife  10  the 
3  ptr  cent  J.  fronithc  ajih  of  November,  to  the  7th  i)f  December 
lait? 

I  have  no  tranfaftions  myfelf  to  guide  me  to  a  recol)e£lion  ; 
but  I  really  think  the  price  waa  about  68|  on  Uie  7lh  4)f  De« 
cember. 

ji8j.  Caa 
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185.  Can  you  ftate  what  has  been  the  rife  in  thcfc  funds  &qcc 
the  delivery  of  the  King's  iDefTagc  on  the  8th  of  December  ? 

I  ha^ve  heard  they  were  as  high  a^  7 1|  or  -J — b^t.I  have  not  been 
to  town  lately  to  enquire. 

i^.  You.  hso'e- i^t^d^  that  your  opinion  of  the  difpoHiioD  of 
the  public  to  peace,  wouM  hs.\c  h<^d  an  inHuenceoo  ypur  miad. 
in  the  offer  you'  intended  to  make  for  the  Loan  ;  would  out  the 
knowledge  that  fu^h  a  mcHage  was  to  be  feu  t  to  Parliament,  have 
influenced  it  in  a  much  greater  degree  ? 

To  bp.  fure  it  wotdd.  — - 

187^  Fnimyour  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  negotiatioa 
of  Loans,  can  you  ftate  the  time  that  has  ulually  elapfed  between 
the  concluiion  of  the  contrad  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  the  bringing  it  forward  for  the  iandiuu  of  Parlia- 
ment? 

I  can't  recoiled  without  referring  back. 

188.  When  you  ftated,  that  in  your  opininn  it  was  impoffible 
another  Aoftrian  Loan  fhould  take  place,  did  you  mean  that  it 
waa.impoilible  that  fuch  aLqaa  fhuuld  be  propoiedby  the  Chaii*^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?  . 

.  I  did>  and  I  will  add  my  rcafon That  I  coniidered  the.  fo-* 

reign  expenditure,  and  other  war  drains,  had  already  greatly 
overbalanced  the  commercial  expoits,  and  the  gold  and,  £ilvcr'that 

was  in  ftore,  and  which  is  evident  by  the  price  of  .gold the 

fojfc'ign  coin  and  bullian  §t  market  beihe  exhauiled,  I  conclude 
that  the  coin  of  the  kingdom  will  be  taken  out  of  circulation  ; 
lb  fuch  a  date,  and  confidering  the  payments  to  be  expeded  on 
the  import  of  corn,  for  the  cargoes  of  lofles  to  neutrals,  and  the 
balances  to  Americans  by  treaty,  with  the  foreign  expences  of 
our  fleets  in  the  Meditcraneaii  and  Wed  Indies,  it  appeared  10 
me  utter] y.impoiiible>  that  it  could  be  prudent,  or  thought fi^fc, 
to  lufFer  any  Loan  for  the  Emperor  to  be  raifedia  England — ^ 
Thcrejnufl;  be  preferyed  a  quantity  of  fpecie  in  fome  proportion 
to  the  paper  in  circulation,  or  ihcre  may  be  great  hazard  of  an 
abatemeat  of  confidence  at  home,  as  was  the  cafe  after  the  con- 
cluiion of  the  American  War,  when  the  Bank  very  prudently  con- 
fined their  accommodations. 

189.  Is  it  then  to  be  undcrflood,  that  tins  opinion  ia  founded  * 
on  a  belief,  that  an  Auiirian  Loan  would  occaiion  fuch  an  expor* 
tation  of  fpecie  as  might  be  dangerous  to  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try, under  tlie  prefen:  circumftanccs  ? 

It  is  my  opinion  firmly. 

190.  With  this  opinion,  vvbat.  was  your  motive  for  writing 
dici  letter  of  i6th  November,  in  which  you  propofed  to  "treat  for 
fuch  a  Loan  ?      ' 

;  To  guard  againft  being  precluded  from  bidding  for  our  Loan  • 
that  was  my  idea  entirely. 

191.  In  ycur  converlaions  with  tie  Governor  of  the  Bank  did 
he  ever  Aate  to  yuu  the  nature  of  that  money  ncgotinion  fof^ 

£\  9co,ooo 
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^.900,000,  in  which  he  faiid  ih^t  Mr.  Boyd  had  matcmlly 
affiled  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I 

He  mentioned  it  to  me  in  coDver£aion,^  as  a^ matter  of  public 
notoriety,  not  a  fecret  of  the  Bank,  that  thcrt  aad  been  thii  im« 
portant  money  negetiatiott  by  bills^  in  ivhich  Mr.  ftoyd  was  oon- 
ficlered  to  have  accomoiodated  the  Goveromenc,  or  lent  Uk 
money. 

192.  At  the  times  that  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  expureflcd  to 
you  his  opinion,  that  ultinu.tely  there  would  be  no  ootnpetition^ 
did  he  fiate  that  the  afTorances  which  be  had  receit ed  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  were  luuformly  t)iat»  there  would 
be  a  competition  i 

I  did  not  underftand  him  to  date  the  afltirancee  of  tbe  Chan- 
cellor of  the  £xdieqQer — but  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheyer 
did  fay  competition — but  the  laft  time  on  Monday,  the  ajd  Cif 
November,  it  was  officially  communicated  tu  ne  as  a  pe£five 
affured  intention. 

193.  Uid  the  information  you  received  from  the  Govemaor  of 
thseSaok,  that  the  Chancellor  oi  the  Sacchrqner  (aid' Ccimpttt- 
tion,  confiim  you  in  your  intentiQn  of  becoming  a  bidder  far  ihe 
Loan? 

It  did. 

194.  In  the  official  communicatioii  with  the  Governor  of  thf 
Bank  on  the  23d  of  November*  had  you  any  intimation  given  to 
you,  that  the  competition  for  die  Loan  was  to  be  qualified  by  any 
unufal  ccnditions? 

Not  the  leaft. 

19  J.  Has  or  has  it  not  been  ufiial  to  m^ke  the  cootraA  for  the 
Loan  not  more  than  two  or  three  days  bBlUe  the  opeoing  of  tht 
Budget  f 

I  really  don't  recolleift— -but  I  had  it  in  contemplation  to  haw 
f  ropofed,  if  it  cotdd  have  been  made  coi^eBient  U>  ihe  Chaacrllor 
^f  tbe  Exchequer,  to  hav4  the  contra^  qiade  in  the  moroiag^of  thd 
day  that  the  Budg^et  would  be  openi^,  to- pi  event  improper  deaiiog  * 
before  the  refotution  paiTed  the  Houfe  of  Commons., 

196.  Are  you  of  opinion,  that  the  amount  of  any  Loan  al 
prefent  for  the  Emperor,  conld  only  bi  remitted  in  fpccie  or  bul« 

I  coniidered  it  would  be  an  addition  to  the  balance  againft  us^ 
as  I  have  explained. 

197.  Do  you  know  in  what  manner  the  amoimt  of  the  laft 
Loan  to  tbe  Emperor  was  remitted  to  him  ? 

I  do  not— I  look  to  the  pfice  of  gold  only. 

198.  Do  you  or  d/9  you  not  hold  it  to  be  efleetial,  in  natur# 
and  efFea  of  a  fair  c;ompetiti<^,.  |h4t  no  one  qf  the  competitora 
ihould  be  informed  of  the  terms  offered  by  the  reft,  or  by  any  of 
them?  .  '      ' 

Before  the  bidding— -I  certainly  do. 
199-  Accordioi^  to  your  kn^wk^ge  aind  tlipeiionce  oi  th# 

t  tranf. 
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traisfa£Hoti  tf  |yiibHc  Loans,-  wliaC  hta  been'  the  avtrirge  amonnt 
of  pr<ffit  which  had  been  nfually  cxpcfted  and  thought  fufficient 
byiabTcnbera  toKach 'Loans,  as  a  compenfation  for  their  riik 
aid  trouble?      "  '  .         ' 

:  In^oijr  opiilionthat  mad  depend  on  drcum  dances  at  thettme, 
or  the  mdtive  that  may  induce  people  to  be  dcfirotxs  of  obtaining 
it-t.r^thts  replying  to  a  fuppdfition  of  competition— but  mih  re- 
g^tdtb  private  £t>an9f,  tne  parties  endcavonr  to  get  the  beft  tefnis 
tbeyciftv^thalt  Ka^  beetr  always  my  opinion — it  has  been  alvrkvi 
cofliidered  that  a  prfrate  Loan  was  expe£led  to  be  a  great  totius  m 
comparifon-witb  one  by  competition,  and  on  thatacconnt  I  cbn- 
Edered  competition  to  have  been  (irft  eftablifhed. 
*  200.  What  do  yon  mean  by  the  circumftances  at  thfe  tittle  ? 
..  -RdadTeto  thefitnation  of  the  country  at  the  timercgarfiDg 
war  or  peace* 

ior«  iJo  youmfan  that,  with  the  public  expe<ftation  of  pcacf, 
the  fabfcnbcrs  would  be  fatisfied  with  a  lc»  proiir,  and  ^ee 

No  doubt  of  it-^but  I  mean  no  only  war  and  peace,  but  the 
pnbHc  opinion,  and  the  price  of  the  funds-— what  Tmeanby  <he 
price  of  the  fonds  is  fucb,  as  whether  they  were  80  or  60,  or  fnch 
a  dilTerence,  being  higher  or  loWer,  mud  make  a  greater  or  kfi 
inducement  ta<»bt^  the  Loan. 

20t.  Yon  have  mentioned  fcveral  reafons  that  induced  you  to 
believe  confidently,  that'the  Audrian  Loanj  which  you  offered  to 
contrail  for,  connedled  with  one  for  thefervicc  of  this  year,  would 
be  injurious  to  the  credit  of  this  country,  were  thefe  in  your  cnn* 
templation  onMhe  25  th  of  faft 'month,  on  which  day  yon  have 
ftatcd  your  intention  of  offering  to  make  a  contract  for  the  Lt^an^ 
nearly  on  the  exifting  prices  otthe  Stocks,  independently  of  dif- 
connt? 

It  was  my  o^nion  at  tikat  time,  that  an  Auftrian  Loato  would 
b^dangerons  to  the  credit  of  the' country,  and  that  no  fnch  Loan 
IvouU  takf  place,  although  thert»  was  a  referve  for  the  liberty  rf 
having  one  i  and  I  believe  other  perfons  were 'of  the  fame  opi- 
fiton.  '         . 

-.-2^3.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee,  what  preminm  the  Loan 
of  February  1795  bore  at  the  time  when  the  prefent  Loan  waa 
foncraAed  for? 

It  cannot  be  done  without  taking  the  price  of  the  different 
pai'ts-'^^here  la  no  dealing  in  that  form-*«it  haa  ceafed  to  be 
omnium. 

204.  What  diBFerence  would  it  have  made  in  the  terms  yoiihave 
fated  you  would  have  offered  oft  the  25th  of  Novembeip,  if  yoii 
bad  thought  there  wooM  have  been  an  Anilrian  Ldatt'tbthe 
amount  ofthree  nillioA  ? 

If  the  Auftrian  Loan  had  been  a  certainty,  my  anfwer  w^1& 
be,  that  the  terms  would  depend  on  whether  that  would  havebeek 
jlr^xfr  or-noti-r-froiii  the  pricie  fettled  for  it.  But  fuppofing  that^ 

'  ^ontrar^ 
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Co^wry  to  my  opiniop,  aa.A«&'»fii  Low#  wWch^waf  rcfisNed» 
(hould  hereofter.bave  takoQ  place«  Iq^ofidfred*  if  Xbad  got;tkd 
Loan,  that  it  would  come  'a$.a  ^9Mtf#.:iiq4il9Qj^%iiiMtkr  of  aay 
rifle  to  the  contradors  or  fubfcribes  as  to  the  pricc*^  .     ; 

105.  Soppofingyoaluuikoowa  for  camin  by  in&tm^ioBi '<"& 
the  Z5th  of  Novcmb^*.  that  the  .Ci^ittcelkir  of  thofjcclnqizeif 
would  have  made  an  Auilriaa  Loan  for  thre^miiltonti^i  thcjcourfe 
of  the  prcfent  year,  and  unconnected  with  the  terms  of  thtf  £ojg|iifli 
Loan,  what  diference  woald  the  (mawledg^^  of.thalitircttoiftaiKe 
make  10  the  terms  of  your  offer  for  the  Eogliih  Loan  ? 

I  (hooldhave  been  governed  by  the  impreffion  i%.  might  ms^^ 
on  the  public  mind,  which  might  have  changed  with  refpedb  to 
peace^  and  on  the  price  of  the  rands. 

206.  Would  it,  iii  youropinion>  have  made  any^,  cofifiderabltf 
difference  in  the  terms  which  yoa  would  have  ofi^pred  for  the 
Eoglifli  Loan  ? 

If  it  had  then  come  firft  forth  as  a  matter  of  ctrtadnty ,  I  fhouldC 
have  coniidcred, it  as  proper  to  have  propofed,  that  the  bidding 
Ihould  be  delayed  a  day  or  two,  to  fee  the  cfled-it'wofdd  ha«^^'on 
the  public  miiid. 

207,  What  effeddo  you  think  ifwoidd  have  had  on  the  public 
mind?  -. .  .  " 

In  my  opinion  it  would  have  tended  to  have  lowered  the  pried 

of  the  funds.  ...  ^ 

2o3,  .Have  you  any  other  means,  of  iudgnur  of  tJieqQtntity.o^ 

Sold  and  diver  now  in  (lore,  befides  the  pr^Jeot  marjbet  price  of 
liofe  comtfioditles  ?  , 

X  have  no  other  means  of  judging  but  by  the  pricey  and  C(Aii«' 
mon  report.         *  ,       '    ; 

209.  Had  the  Governor  of  the  3ank  fden  your  lift,  and  ap<« 
proved  of  il  as  competent  ? 

He  had. 
^  210.  Were  you  authorixed  by  your  fubfcribers  to  fettle  the 
terms  of  the  Loan  for  them  on  your  owir  judgment,  whenever 
you  fiiQuld  have  been  prcfTcd  fo  to  do  ? 

It  was  entirely  left  ;o  me — I  was  under  jso  confiraint. 

211.  Whj' did  not  you  inform  your  fubfcribers  generally,  that 
in  your  opinion  they  were  not  likely,  to  obtain  ^e  L99in  by  com* 
petition  ?  ^^ 

It  was  a  matter  of  public  notorietyi  which  they  all  knew  as 
wiBliasIdi4. 

212.  Were  you  acquainted,  <s  a  matter  of  public  rumour  or 
botoiiety,  with  Che  oeeeffity^overnment  ^ad  for  money  about  the 
months  of  Ofbber  or  November  ? 

'    I  had  no  knowledge  but  whtit  I  had  as  public  ntmOurr   ' 

213.  Are  ]fOa  of  opinion/  thsrt  a  Loan  forfoch  a  fum  ts  ▲  or 
5  milUoost  might  at  tnat  time  have  been  itegotiated  to  aniwerimr 
prcffing  exigencies  ?  '  ^^ 

la  Thez^ 
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/  Timt  iY#a5rf^  i«  fli¥liJtn4y  tt«tA  be  fottM* ttflhe  fot  {^rcparatioii 
lor  any  Loftn— I  im  ot  bpifiionir  migbt  hft^r  been  dcnte. 
.  »i  4^  W»r«  y^a  «f  tli^ttiiaeof  that  opinion  ^  * 

I  WM. 

n  ac^*'  DM  yoQ  take-any  4lep  in  oanfeqnence  of  that  o]vhiioii  f 

'. .  I  ivroce  to  the  Chtncf  llor  fif  the  Exchequer-  on  the  fubjei^ 

I  aid.  Havcyvmaraycbpy  of  that  letter? 

i  'I'iMTe. 

:  .Aadthc  (iutae^wai  ditiveredt  tn  and  read,  as  foHow^* 

"  Sia,  Kcofingion  Gore,  Od.  aa«  1795. 

M  Under  all  opr  difficplties  refpeding  money,  which  are  tnly 
•*'  alarmingt  and  require  the  utmoft  «ttentio9»  Ga«ttfMi«  andjitdgw 
V  mettt»  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  S^r,  .that  I  adhere  Co  the 
^'  opinion^  that  the  deiicienc^^  of  this  yf  ai«  if  to  the  amount 
^*  ot  five  or  fix  millionth  may  be  forthworch  ralfed  in  %sptr  as»/. 
*'  capital  without  accuxnulauon^  a(id  I  am  ready  and  equal  to  nn- 
^  take  itj  the  payments  to  be  regulated  as  I  can  make  it  fatis- 
^  faflory  to  the  Bank  of  England.       . 

'*  1  have  the  honour  to  X^ 

_:  *'  ^*^»  ^^^^ 

I  never  received  any  anfwer,  or  had  any  communication,  or  ever 
hefhl  H  word  rtf|)eaTlftg^the  fbbjeft  of  chat  letter — and  therefore 
can  give  00  further  information. 

".117.  D6  you  consider  it  to  be  the  making  the  contraft  for  a 
Loaa  by  "Miich  the  pricrof  the  funds  are  aiteded,  or  the  making 
the  firft  payment  on  a  Lpan  fo  con;ra6led  for  ? 
•  I  coafider  the  contraft  as  the  ^reat  obje£t — or  even  tKe  6xft 
knowledge  of  it — the  preparations  for  it  naturally  affefl  t^em. 
*•        ■      -  ^  "WithdrcV. 


I  Marshy  "12^  die  Deambris  Xj^S. 

,  WALTER  B6Vi>j  Erqiiire,;  called  in,  and  ex^ned* 

i  iS.'  T^TD  yoA  ofilr  yourfelf  to  contra&  for  the  late  Loaa  I 

'    219.  will  you  fete  the  Circumftances  which  Icd.yoa  tomafaa 
that  oi!er«  and  wha,t  {K^ed  relative  thereto?  .  • 

tt  witf  D^  neeeiliiry  to  ilate  fevcral  circumftances  wliicb  jiafied 
previoo^  to  the  meeting  In  Downing  Streets  on  the  ajth  qkH^ 
verober,  when  tl\e  X/>an  was  contra^ed  for;  and  the  ibetirr  to 
explain  the  whole  circumlbnces»  I  (hall  b^  leave  jiortad  the 
^py  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  the  Chan9^Jilar  ^  (he  ^«hcq|9flr 
in  Monday  the  zxd  of  November. 

.  [Which 
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[which  et>py  vna  delivered  ia  and  road*  ^ni  U  uiuactd  Iti 
Appendix,  N<K5.] 
To  th^i  letted:  I  received  ftn  anf^ver  frdm  Mr.  Pitt,  appolnt- 
JiTg  an  interview  for  the  ncxt^  d4y,  Tuefday,  for  M^-.  Robarts  and 
me^^thit  laterview  aecordingly^  took  pUce*  and  Mr;  Robarta' 
and  I  fet  forth  the  circiiinftancea  upon  which  we  prefumcd  to  ex« 
f€€t  a  preference  in  contrac^ng  for  the  Loan^yMr  Pitt  &id»  it, 
would  be  neceffdry  for  him  to  coiiHdcr  atcentively,  and.cosnfult. 
fome  perfons  upon  the  nature  of  the  claim  we  had  Tet.vp^  ^mi, 
theretore  recommended  it  to  Mr.  Roharts  and  me  to  copifirit  in 
<yriimgth*fiibftancc  of  what  we  had  fet  forth  in  conv.eTfa^iqnj 
and  we  accordingly  committed  it  to  writing  iw  otir  letter  da^red  the; 
t^-th  of  No'rtmbcrj{which  letter  is  already  before  the  Commit- 
ter.) [Appendix,  No.  j.]  The  meeting  in  D:>waing  Street  being 
iixed  for  Wednefday  the  25th  of  November,  Mr.  Robarts  and  my 
friends  atld  Inyft^f  attended  there;  and  after  waiting  Tome  time 
ifl  the  fame  room  \Vith  Mr.  Morgan  and  the  two  Mr.  ATellillica, 
Mr.  R^birts  ^nd  I  w<*re  fcot  for  into  the  next  room,  %vlierewe 
found  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ejrtrhequer,  artd  the  Governor  zni, 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank---the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche- 
oner  told  ns  on  enteriiig  that  he  had  been  communicating  to  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  the  letter  whick 
we  had  written  to  him^  and  which  oe  had  received  that  morning 
on  hib  return  from  the  Houfc  of  Commons — Me  faid,  iliat  he 
did  not  find  the  matter  free  from  difficulty,  but  that  he  conceived 
a  coniiderable  degree  of  attention  was  due.  to  the  claiqi  w0  iiad 
fet  up— in  order  to  be  pcrfefUy  fure  that  there  was  no  miftakc 
with  regard  to  the  offer  that  [  had  made  fur  the  qualified  bidding, 
he  afkcd  me  what  I  underftood  by  the  half  fer  ceni.  on  the  whole 
Aim  to .  b^  borrowed — he  faid,  th^t  was  ttie  only  palTdgc  in  the 
letter  which  feemed  to  admit  of  any  doubt— I  faid,  that  I  meant 
that  m/  offer  fhould  exceed  the  highell  offer  by  ^.  90,000 
diat  in  &ort  my  offer  (hoald  be  r.go,66o  more  valuable  :o  the 
public,  I  mean  to  the  coqntry,  UAn  the  highefl  bidding.-— ^The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  afked,  if  (he  other  partiea 
ftould  npt  confent  to  the  qualified  bidding  propr>fcd,  whetner  we 
would  ctotlfent  td  Cdke  the  Loan  at  fuch  a. price  ps  thuulllbc 
fixed,  in  fine,  whether  we  would  confent  that  he  ()i9u},d  Ax  the 

price  of  the  Loan  ? ^We  fatd  we  were  very  willing  to  leave  the 

fixing  of  the  price  to  him.— We  then  returned  to  th^rpom  where. 
Mr.  Morgan,  the  t*o  Mr.  Melliihes,  Mr.  Salomons,  Mr.  Gold-' 
Anidand  Mr.  Aiflabiehad  remained— In  a  ihort  time  thereatier» 
the  ChancdHor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  two  Secretaries  of  the  T^rca- 
llrry,and  the  Governor  and  IDeputy  .Governor  of  the  Bank  joined 
tts— the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  aOced  how  many  parties  there 
were  that  intehded  to  offer  for  the  Loan — it  was  replied  tlia'uhcrc 
weiT  three  parties— Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Mcllifli,  and  Mr.  Boyd-- 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  previous  to  entering 
into  the  afoal  prelimio^y  deuil;>  It  was  neceilary  to  ftate  certaife 

circttoi- 
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circamflances  which  had  come  bat  recently  to  his.  knowlcd{c»bat 
to  which  he  conceivcd.a  condderable  degree  of  attention  was  due 
—then  he  mentioned,  that  the  contraftors  for  the  lall  ycaf*«  X#oaa 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  prevent  the  negotiation  of  .another 
Loan,  until  the  !a{!  payment  upon  the  Loan  of  Uft  year  ihpuM  be 
made,  biit  that  the  contraflofs  for  lafl  year's  Loan  had  propofcd 
to  ^ive"  up  that  right,  upon  condition*  that  there  b?  allowed 
thcfn^a  Certain  pre-tcrencc — He  then  faid,  that  as  the  bcfl 
mode  of  explaining  the  nature  of  this  preference,  he  wo.gld  read  a 
parage  fn  our  letter ;  and  he  did  accordingly  read  as  follows : 

*^  We  are  willing  to  allow  the  propofed  Loan  to  be  cxpofed  t6 
•*  competition,  upon  condition  that  the  option  ihall  be  exprefsly 
<<  referved  to  our  party  of  tikine  thq  Loan  at  fuqh  4  p/ice  as  ihaU 
«•  be  equal  in  value  to  one  haff  per  cent^  upon  the  whole  fum 
••  borrowed,  above  the  higheft  oiferof  the  competitors." 

— The  Chancellor  of  the  Excbcqoer  then  asked  Mr.,  MorgaJi 
and  Mr.  Mcllifti,  if  they  were  willing  to  make  offers  on  thofc 
conditions — they  both  objected — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
qaer  (fpeaking^to  Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr,  Melli(h]  faid,  perhaps  it 
tvould  be  necefiary  for  you  to  have  time  to  confidcr  of  the  pro- 
pofal,  ind  to  confult  your' friends  upon  it.— Mr,  Morgan  laid» 
tbat  he  required  fto  time  for  confidering  of  it, '  or  confulting  hia 
friends  upon* it,  for  that  he  never  would confent  to  it. — Mr.  Mellifli 
feemed  at  firft  inclined  to  take  time  to  confider  of  it,  and  to  confult 
his  friends  upon  it— -but  uDon  hearing  Mr.  Morgan's  decided  an- 
fwer,  he  faid,  that  he  would  not  require  any  time  ;  and  he  rcfiifed 
equally  the  propofed  competition.-— Then  the  CtiaBcellor  of  iko 
Exchequer  (aid,  that  he  believed  there  was  no  longer  any  occ^iiba 
for  them,  to  wit,  Mr.  Morgan,  and  the  two  Mr,  Mcllilhcs,  to  re. 
main — upon  which  they  withdrew. — And  then  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  proceeded  to  the  preliminary  details,  which  gene, 
rally  precede  all  negotiation  for  Loans ;  ^/z.  He  informecl  us  tliat 
there  might  poffibly  be  a  Loan  for  the  pmpcror  in  the  courfc  of  the 
year  1796,  but  certainly  not  to  a  greater  amount  thanlj  millions 
at  moft:  it  was  iixed  that  the  lai!  payrT\ent'  on  the  new  1.6an  of 
1 8  millions  Ihould  be  made  on  the  Fifteenth  of  December  17964 
and  that  no  payment  on  any  fiibfequent  Loan  fhould  take  place 
till  after  that  time :  it  was  aflced  by  one  of  my  party,  whether 
there  would  be  a  Loan  for  Ireland  ?  The  Chancel  for  of  the  Exche« 
quer  could  give  no  afTurance  on  that  point :  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  informed  us,  that  of  the  bxcheoqer  biifs  of  the  vote 
of  credit  of  1796,  poffibly  a  million  and  half  might  be  broagl;^ 
opon  the  maiket  in  the  common  mode  :  pot  more  tlian  5  millions 
of  the  navy  debt  would  be  funded  in  17991  and  no  part  of  it  before 
the  I  ft  of  May :  then  he  infd^med  us  the  Loan  about  to'  be  con- 
tVa6led  for  might  be  perhaps  19  millions  iudead  of  18;  but  we 
gave  it  as  our  opinion  that  this  fhould  make  no  Vciriation  in  th^B 
ferms,  b^caufe  he  explalnec!  to  us,  that  in  this  cafe  the  exche-* 
quet  bills,  inflead  of  two  being  twormillioos  aad  a  half,  would' 

only 
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Oftly  bi*  one  milMoh  and  a  half  j  it  was  thtfn  agreed  that  the  dif* 
^buiU  fhould  be  3/^  rripf.  as  iifual,  on  advances  made  after  che 
qothof  December,  and  3  and  \  per  cent,  on  advances  cqmplet. 
mg  the  payments  between  the  loth  and  30th  of  December :  then 
it  waj  mentioned  that  the  referves  of  the  Loan  for  pabh'c  com- 
panies Ihould  be  the  fame  as  thofe  laft  year*  When  all  thefc 
details' were  gone  through,  and  that  I  had  exprefled  to  the  Chan*-, 
ceflor  of  the  Exchequer  my  hope  that  he  wouM  weigh  properly. 
the  funding  of  fhfe  navjr  debt,  the  pofllbility  of  an  Aultrian  Lagp, 
^c,  in  fixing  the  price  or  the  Loan,  feeing  that  we  had  fub.. 
mitted  ttie  matter  to  his  decffion;  then  he  withdrew  with  the 
two  fccretarifs  of  the  treafury,  and  the  governor  and  deputy 
governor  of  the  Bank.  The  rcafon  why  I  recommended  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  weigh  properly  the  funding  of  the 
navy  debt,  and  the  pofTibility  of  an  Auftrian  Loan,  &c.  was.  be. 
c'aoie  the  matter,  with  regard  to  the  price,  was  entirely  our  of  our 
hands,  feeing  that  it  was  pofitively  agreed  that  he  ihould  fix  it. 
In  about  half  an  hour  or  an  hour^  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x^ 
chequer,  the  two  fecrctaries  of  the  trcafaryj  and  the  governor 
and  deputy  governor  of  the  Banlc  returned  to  the  room  where 
they  had  left  me  and  my  party,  and  then  the  ChanceOor  of  tlic 
Exchequer  produced  a  paper,  Hating  the  price  of  the  Loan  as 
follows, 

'afRtd°*'D"i  ""'kinff  '45l.  valued  at  65. 
making  94I.  5s.  and  6s.  6d.  Long.  Ann.  valued  at  18  f  years 
purchafe  mating  61.  os.  3d.  Total.  lool.  5s.  3d.  Which  ex- 
cefs  oTcs.  3d.  forms  a  part  of  the  bonus.  To  thefe  terms  we 
acceded. 

220.  You  have  ftatcd  that  tlie  5s.  3d.  exceeding  the  lOol. 
forms  a  part  of  the  bonus^-  how  was  the  remainder  of  the  b$nus 
made  up  ?  .     . 

It  was  made  up  by  the  difference  between  67  f ,  which  was  the 
market  price  of  the  3 /#r  r«j// and  6^j  which  was  the  price  at 
which  they  were  valued  :  the  difcounc  forms  another  part  of  the 
bonus  ;  It  is  equal  to  2^  14".  per  cent,  and  for  fuch  contributors 
as  pay  up  before  the  30th  of  December  1795*  the  difcount  will 
be  equal  to  2I.  i8s.  6^. per  cent,  by  realon  of  there  being  a 
quarter  per  cent,  more  difcount  upon  payments  in  full,  made  be- 
tween the  10th  of  December  and  the  30tb  of  December,  than  upon 
any  fubfequent.  payments. 
^^.  221.  was  there  any  other  bcnui? 

I  don't  rccol left  any  other, 

,222^  You  have  ftatcd  the  price  of  the  3  per  cents,  confol.  to 
be  07  I  -half  on  the  morning  of  the  25  th  of  November,  when  the 
coivtrad:  was  made,  did  you  expe^  there  would  be  any  aUeratioo  in 
the  price  of  that,  and  the  other  funds  pioportiooably,  in  confcqu^bce 
pf  the  LoaA  of  eighteen  miH^ons^  the  Hatement  oJF  a  poffibttity  of 

-an 
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CO  Auftrian  Ldao^  and  the  uitrvfi  of  funding  ftvt  iQiQcms  of  oftvy 
dAlf  wbea  ibo{e  spd  the  otbcjr  circuxnflaace»  refpcftipg  Ac  iie« 
fociatioo  (hould  be  kno.wn  j  «     .      ^        . 

«  i  certtinlyr  did  'd&  under  the  perroafion^  that  ike.  addition  of 
vjghicent  millions  of  new  ccbt,  the  tcicrvc  for  the  fnocii^g  pf  tl|e 
nzvj  dcbt^  and  the  poSbility  of  the  Auilmn  Loan,  would  not 
£ui  to  produce -an  tfkCi  on  the  eaLifliagfunds»and  that  that  tfftQ 
nuft  necefTarily  he  a  fal]. 

.  22.3*  la  oonfoquencc  of  an  cinder  of  thk  Cotnmictec^  a  paprr> 
mtituied,  "  Copiet  of  the  different  lifts  of  the  fubiciibcrs  to  the* 
♦*  Loan  for  the  fervice^f  the  year  1796,  as  fent  into  the  Bank 
^  by  the  contra^ors  for  the  fame,^'  has  been  laid  before  the  Crsh- 
saittee^in  which  paper,  it  appears  that  there  is  ftanding  a  vei^ 
'layge  fuxn  in  the  name  vf  Boyd,  Benfield,  anJ  Co.  Have  you 
.a»y  nbie£kion  to  dehver  into  this  Committee  u  Iill>  containing  the 
-sainef  of  aU  thje  perfons,  without  any  exception  or  referve  what- 
cf  er,  who  had  any  ihare  of  the  futn  ftanding  in  the  name  of  the 
&id  conpany  ? 
.    I  have  no  objedk>n«     .  , 

(And  he  delivered  in  the  lift.] 
224.  .Isthefumof6J^40c>o).  which  appears  to  be  the  amount 
Jiibihuted  by  Meffirs.  Boyd,  Senfieldi  and  Co.  the  whole  fnm 
received  by  them  for  their  diflribution? 

^ji  no  means*- that  is  only  ^  art  of  the  fu»  of  1,593,0601. 
'    225.    How  is  the  remainder  of  the  fum  of  1,593,0001.  (fiT* 
jtpfird  of?"  , , 

■    Ji  ktlonga  to  the  hottfe  of  Boyd*  Bcnfield,  and  Co. 

226«  Do  you  qiean  to  Aate  th^  that  remainder  was  r^rred 
exclufivcly  for  the  houfe  of  Boyd,  Bcnfield,  and  Co^  for  their  own 
accquad^or  was  ^y  pare  of  that  diilHbuted  to  ot^er  peribtis? 

S\>T  our  own  account,  and  no  ps^t  of  it  was  to  be  oV  wasdS^ 
tribotcd  to  others;. 

217^  A  further  fum  285,000!.  appears  in  the  lift  in  the  najne 
jof  I^yd,  Bcn^Beld,  apd  Co.  Was  that  alfo  refcrvrd  for  the  houfe» 
or  has  any  part  of  that  fum  been  di{tributed  to  others  ? 

1  hat  alfo  was  rcferved  for  the  houic,  and  no  part  of  it  has  been 
dfftrib«ted  tOQthc;r8. 

22S%  A  &nher  fum  appears  in  the  lift  of  i^o^ocol.  in  the 
•naine  of  Walter  Boyd,  Junior,  Efc^.  Can  you  give  an;  account 
of  the  diftribtttion  of  that  fum  ?    .  ^ 

No— that  fum  was  given  to  myfclf. 
.  229.  Is  the  C(  mmittee  then  to  underftand,  that  the  fan  of 
899,ccol.  being  the  difference  of  the  fum  of  694,0001.  in  the 
paper  now  delivered  .in  by  you»  and  the  fum  of  i,593»CQbl. 
itanding  pn  the  lift  delivered  in  from  the  bank,  together  with  the 
fum  of  zSi.oooI.  A^ndi^i^  alfo  io  that  lift,  in  the  naane  of  Boy^ii^ 
'Bcnficld>  aj>d  Co.  are  politiveiy  r«ferved  for  the  houfe,  and'that 
Ho  pari  w'haiever  ihet eof^  was  diftr^bjited  to  any  individual  not  fj^ 
.;.i  ^parincrlhip 


,He  if  <;oaop6lcd  ^whh  t^  houfe;  iut  tidj:  a  pintncfjm  Ae 

thj5  fltm  of  Bbya, .Jter,  ffnd Oo.'  /  '  "  l^^';'  ' ' '  ^  ; .*  ." .; 
23 1 .  If  a  t,can  were  contrafteiTof "betof'tf  tiic  Tall  pa y iBcnt;y^|y 
temcr  Loan^  bat  fe  that  it  (HduM  be'kinoWri'to  a  certainty  tbs^ 
the* firft  payment  on  thre  new  Loan'  ^^ould'n'ot'  take  plac;  jjjl  ^ 
eonfcfcrablc ,  tinifc  iftcr  the  laft  payftciit  Abqlcf  be  rtiadc'on  thp 
feftii^f loaji,  wgnlfl  the  piiblic  knrtMeilg6;(i^f^ch  cdntni^tavmj 
>'aken  place,  affeft  the  price  of  thfe  tdhSi  ^hicK'KaiJ'  ^opa  grvca 
for  the  fawner  loafl,  as  much  ai  If  iliJ^iJifft  p^J^nvepi  oixiKc^ ifc^ 
loan  had  been  to  takp  pla^c  befpixXi^^  laft.payiitent'  on  tW  fof* 
nerlnan?  .     .  "^  >  .«.  •..  .  ♦.  -  .  \     r 

.    If  thp  firil  payment  of  the  iiew  lo'atl  ^ve're  tq  X^kc  pKic  at  Xcxm- 
Cderablp  dift^nce-  from  the  period  pf  jt>(yc^otiaiiD^ij*lr  wif 
'Wrralto  conclude,  that  xrs  efJwiipon  Afe  ftbck».jvoul4  d^  ftnalLcf 
than  if  jhe.  payment  viras  lO  taltd  pJSccf  ''^ooifer^t'he  payoiciit  ie* 
ing  to  take  plicc  rfttrMre  laft  Jwfym£rit'tfr|li|; former  J^n,*  ^qiild 
fcrtdficc  Icfs  ciF({a  upon  the  itockrs  j[t  mean ' wiii  rcgvd  t|l  ai/lU^ 
OiJth'if  the  payment  xns  to  tikc^pt^e  bfeforc  the  Iaft.Mymfcp^C*^ 
23^-    Would  the  circumftance  of  tlie  contra^  for  th^  pc\^  Ipaii 
fc^ing  bken-  place  before  the  laA  payment  of  the  form^^'^J^ 
thc-iim  payment  on  the  ne^  loati  wAs  not  Vq  take*  blacc  ii&,a/i|er 
ibcb  laft  pafn/cii^  on  the  forttief,  ifffcft^fhfe'JJnce  of  tRc  funi  in 
any;  m^aterial  de^rec^  more  .than  the  gencral.kfipwiedgjp  or  .belief 
^z^  a  new  joan  woul2  fee  lieccfl^ry  fiJ^tlic  fcrvipc  pf  di^  ips,. 
mg  year?  ....:, 

"^  Ithiidcit'wotild:  ■     ..    :     i-      •.   , ■-    .     ^ 

2J3,  Did  you  know,  .when  you  made  yopr  repfefen(«tiai^ofi 
ftfe  2.1th  of  "November  to  the  Chancellor  of  ihe  j£xchcq»pr,  j| 
vh^t  time  it  \tas  intended  that  ihe  firft  payment  on  ihq  nevtrloan 
ffloold'' fake  place?                                    j     '  *> 

\  f  ttrfdcHteod-that  tt  WAS  «o*befhad6*  early  ihlJcderolicr*    '    ,, 
^,^34*    From  what  authori^did  yott  un^crlland  that?       / 
-  f  uhderftood  h  frcrk  'the  tjov^rndf  of  the  Bank,  Id^k-^f 
feinted  to  be  gcner Ally  known".      -    * "    "  ' -  ■ ,.  , 

2|5.  Did. you  not  objcft.  firoply  to  any  Regociatibn  for  a  new 
hUn',  previofis  to '  the  cq^iraiion  cf  your  contradi  for  the  pie* 
it^iu/lbzaf'  ■»..-..... 

I  certainly  did  mentioii  to  the  CbancpYlc^-cf  the  Excheqmr, 
when  .the. report  of  the  negociation  of  thh  loan  firll  cane  geQesal, 
that  our  party  concieiV^d 'fhetiif^W^s  cntitred  ta  prevent  n^g^i^ 
ation  of  any  other  loan,  until  tbe  laft  payment  of  the  pitceding 
ItMwnook  place.  ^ 

•  «  236J 
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236:    Aboat  ^at  time  did.  yott  Grft  asdcrftand  that  a  loam 
'iiu  likfly  to  take  bbce  for  the  fenrkc  of  ike  year  ij^6  ? 

.  AW>9^.^^  99Qn^.of  Oftoben  . 

'  ^37*  Pi^  yoi^  tkeof  about  that  time* '  ftate  to  tke  ChMnceUat 
of  ike  ^cheqii^v  thc.daim  wkicbyoacoaceluedcamft  oa^tke 
fjtrt  6f  the  ^^b^cnbcJF$  of  tke/onnev  Loan^  ior  ifcpcsference.  ia 
ai\y  new  I^oan  that  oiighl  be  hegoditedf  .  .      -  1 

I  \J  certaioly  did  ftate  lo  ihc  Chancellor  of  .the.  Exche^oer^tte 
Irignt  of  the  contra^ra  (noc  ofthe/abicrlbers)  io.x^jc^  ta  ibe 
jpegoQation.of  jthe  new  I^n— 4ipon  ,that  occafipa  !die  G^iaiicclldr 
ofthe  Excfaeauer  Teemed  tinwiOine  to  admit  pf  £a«k  a  claim  r  aad 
f  ^4  that  whaterer  ti^ht  we  mt^t  bavCy  we  fliottldexeiofe  that 
Hght  with  great  liberality-^t  waa  upoo.that  x)ocaAod  that -the 
ChanccUpr  of  the  Exchequer  faicTi  hr  would  fend  foe  oat  pacty 
to  hear  what  they  had  to  fay,  before  any  competitiQii  ihouldTtdba 
>lace ;.  bat  he  feem^d  vety  pofidvely  dctermioed  not  10  admit.of 
uie  claim  that  I  mentioned*  .. .  ;  .    1 

'"  ^38.    About  what'penod  did  this  taiw'pliicef     .         .       >• 

I  think  it  w^io  t^^  AHHUk  oC  Odober^ . . 
'339.    Subl^quenjt  lo  that  period,  aad  previoua  toypar  ToUeroT 
the  t^i  oi  Npvembei^  had  you  any  other  commonication  wi& 
the  Chancdior  of  the  Sxchequer  apon  that^fubj^ed  ?  .'    - 

'    I  ^on't  think  I  had<^I  think  I.  may  £ay  poffiuvely  I  had-none^ , 
940.    When  yoa  attended  the  meeting  at  Mr.  Pitt's  hoafeoa 
khe  25  th  of  NoTembcr,  did  yoii  tmderftand  the  Loan  uifitt  to  Ji# 
made  by  public  competition  f  ,       ' 

'  When  I  went  to  ti^t  meeting*  it  was  impofllble  (or  me  to  know 
what  would  pafs  at  it,  and  how  the  propofal  contained  in  our  let- 
ter of  the  Xitk  of  November  aught  be  received  by  the  ChMcqiior 
jpf  the  Exchequer.    .         ,  .    .  ,  .  ^.. 

*  241.  .  In  your  cooMmmTcatton  with  the  Chancelbr  o£  the  Ey* 
thequer  on  the  fubjed  of  a*  new  Loan  in  the  month  of  OSobei^ 
did  you  ftate  fuUy  the  claim  of  the  contaafteta  for. the  Jbrmcr 
Loan?  . ;.    ,       .  ,       . 

N6t  by  any  meant  fo  fully  as  L  dfd  in  my  converdation  on 
the  24th,  and  in  Mr.  Roberts  letter  and  mine  on  that  day.  . 
'   242;     ^id  thii  converfation  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  J&x^^ 
chequer  on  the  24th  of  November  pafs.  in  the  pgf  fence  o|^  aoy 
.Qther  perfon? 
.  Yes».in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Roberts,  for  whom  and  for  myfeir 
t4iad  foKciied  the  interview,  by  my  letter  of  the.  ^jd^  and  oif  na 
other  pedon*.  '.      - 

24^.  How  was  tlie  coinmtinication  made,  which  jpoa  have 
lli«nxiontd,  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdhequer  iiv  w  ixionthi 
of  Oaober?  _     •. 

*  It  was  in  converfation, 

«  244/  Was  any  other  perfon  prcfcnt  at  that  convcriation  t.   « 

•  Ho* 

-''^'.  '"      '^       :•  ,        ;     Hi-. 

^t?:t «  • 
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14;.    When  did  fotL  firft  hear  tiktt  the  33d  of  Ncnrember  ir^s , 

Sif  day  appointed  fjr  an  intervkvir  bctWeen  tib'itf  GhancoUof  ortjie* 
icfacqacr  si^  the  perfoiis'  intendin|p  to  ofer  for  t}nt  enfoiw^ 
d^an  ?  ,It  waa  either opihii  Sauird^  cS  Friday  precediag;. 
'  i^  ^From  wlsoni  did  y pa  receive  that  informaddki  f    .     '  * .-, 
*  T  received  ic  from  Mr.  Goldfmid  and  Mr.  Sa]oin'oii8^^d'ptIi||ri^ « 
iwlho  jiBi4>  they  had  it  (ram  the  Governor  •f  the  Bank^  \^   ' 

'  847.  Had  you  no  official  communlcatii^  yourftdf  from  th^ 
<x6verD0r  of  the  Bask  refpedling  the  manner  in -which'  the  TjAevt 
l«oan  vat  10  he  negociated.  and  the  time  of  hhidiag  fo/?.        . . 

It  iviU  appear,  from  my  letter  of  the  t^d  of  November^  ^]^^  ^- 
learnt  at  the^aiik,"'that  the  meeting  which  had  been  bngrni^y 
fixed  for  that  dav  wa^  put  of  to  Wednefday — the  Goverhor'of 
t£e  3ank.thBi»  told.ne,  that  althoogh  the  meeting  of  the  candid, 
dates  was  then  put  off,  ftill  be  and  tne  Deputy  Goveiraof  were  to 
wait  on  Mr.  Put  b^  appointment  that  morning-^e  Gbvernpr 
told  me  that  upon  hts  return  from  Downing-ftreet,  he  wopld  in«, 
fain  me  of  ^hat  had  pffed-^aod  accordingly  1  called  on  the  Qo*. 
ifemor  of  the  Bank  oh  his  return,  and  learift  ftbm  h^m,  thi^ 
Wednefday  wasfixed  for  receiving  the  catfdidlitei  to  fettle  the 
prelimtnactes,  andithat  the/competitipn  and  final  :(ettlemeat  of  th% 
Loan  wouldtake  place  ou  Pudayt ,  '] 

048. '  Wa>  it  not  generally  underfiood  that  the  Losn  was  to  be. 
4^ttledby  pnb^ccoi^peution?  ^  ^ 

XtJcGmed  to  be  the  general  opinion.  *"•'  ] 

\  .249!    Was  it  not  known  that  theM  w«re  feveral  compettt<vs  ?. 
'  ?crfedlly  known.  ^      .  .    ;   .   -  . 

' '  ^50.  Is  it  not  ttfu»l  in  ijich  cafes  lor  the  day  of  the  Srft  meet* 
ipg  ^  treat  for* the  Xioan  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^' 
|o  be  fiumally  announced  to'  fn'^h  j^erfons  as  are  kfibwn  to  be. 
Aompetitor^?  '^  .,     .        , 

^ .  i  ttaveondecttood  tluit  the  ihtiti^atibn  Is  generally  giy^  ihfbv^- 
Uve  ^^^nr^  cf  the  Bank,  and  when  the  Governor  of  the  J^vd^^ 
^mmunicated  thhMntendfd  meeeting,  that  had  been' pngm^Qr^ 
/or  Mondays  the  a3d>.to  Mr.  Salomons 'and  Coldfmic^  who  were 
m^  friends,  I  believe  lie  confij^Kd  k  was'the'iiMne  as  If  hehadr 
^QOoAced  it  to  hunfelf.  "\  •     •       -    •• 

^<.  Cid  you  then  rec^ve  ^is  as  a  formal  and  pffipalj:o!ni«^ 
munication,  that  there  was'tobe  an  interview  between  \fie 'Chin* 
cdfor  of  the  £xcheq}]er,a|id*the  perlbns  intending  to  19^7  f^'])^^ 
fnfuixig  Loant  for  the  purpofe  0/ AttUag  the  preliqunaiier  1(07 
fpeaing  the  fame  ?       ^    1     -^    .  ':k- 

i  certainly  did  confiaer  it  an  IndmitCioif. ' 
'  Qaeftion  repeated,     ,•;•'.  \  .1  i 

I  conCdeced  tt'as  ai)  intimation  of  which  I  couU^noi  be  lapv 
jppfed,  or  prttei^dcdltg  he  ignorant.  '    ^ 

'252.    Believing  the  ladof  November  to  be  the  dHy  «PJ0»U 
^lor  tj:eating  withihe  candidates  for  the^Loan,  dtaiydf 'no$ 


ihlnk  it  n^ce^/  Ip  make  £une  reprefentadon  10  tht.l      

01  nC 


^^^66;^  Can-fotanalt'tWamomit  6f '««*  fcrJ^  YAtiaiiKitg'  WW 
emftht&tntja^hotkfUt  the  time  y6n  HbyBtd  to  tW  tie^oc^oif 
Ibr  a  nc^  XiCan  ? 

••  ft  Is '«ftaidy  ftatc!*  lii  tttf-irtter,  but  I  W!l  tfot*-  Rate  tithe 
Oaawaittee  the  raannet  in  whi^h  I  difTOvctcathcattftuiBtl^T- 
tliink  it  ntct^Hty  to  do  foj*  to  acccimt  jfor  any  teietrnracjr  ti^hkflr 
niay  be  difcorefrf  «  to  the-  fiim  ftatfed  ifi  that  I^ier.  I-ba«l 
firtrS  thai,  extlM^e  oMic  payment  «p6n  x^c'Bm^lllh  pat<  6f'Ae 
jmreeding  Loarf,  irhich  was  dwc  J  thibk  ifi'  Novctnber.  t!ieic  re- 
imnaed  aboitt  ccb,oool.  fltH  to  be  paid  iti  the  month  of  JaiHiary; 
£iett  I  Jroew,  from  my  own  kfiowiedge,  as  »gArt  for  Ibecmpcfor,' 
chat  there  remained  nearly  abotit  ialf  as  iniich  to  pajr  df  ihe  A\i»' 
Ibian  part  of  the  lown,  ffayinj  got  thefe  data  I  found  *that 
Acfe  two  film  a  together  formed  a  lum-  of  y  50,60^.  'ijfeowiug; 
Aeitfote^that  the  iaft  payment  on  bd^h  tlMiTjdtLtie  h  t>f  t^  fer 
tut,  upon  feme  other  ftimi  I  found  ibat'othei''ftfflf'  to  be  pre- 

•  267/   WiatprGportioft'of  the fom  office  toMions^Ffew 
maining  in  themarket^  y/as  held  by  the  contraAbrsdft  kht  i^tb  of 
Noveinfter?  " 

I  canhot  fay  accm^tely ;  but  f  fhoidd  thiiik  thie  nfflSbi  and  i,' 

fr^  ... 

•  i68.  Hrfyotf^bfitihyottrb*nd?    ^    ^^  -        "*      *     \ 

Yei^  I  tiad,  I  ftodd  ftippofe  from '4  to  yyofiobL^^l  cannot 
fcypofhirtly,      -J       *'".:*. 

269.  .  Did  the  otberbolderaof  fcripmakeany  reprefcnratioil 
fo  you  oti  the  injnry  which  tkey  would  fuftain  from  the  negocti- 
iionof  anewloan?  ..  :  ^  1      >  .      ' 

No.  ....  '      •"•   V  '   ' 

270.  Was  any  prorifioh-  ma^  fo**  the  the* MeieR  of  1liSB<*a 
of  fcrip  who  are  not  contrsfiflors-for  ih<  former  Lc^,  in  the* ton-' 
tra£Ubrthcnewope,^ 

;a7r.'  ^t^dthe  contraAoft  fbf  the  fonner  Loan  faHiln  art/ 
injury  from  a  negociation  for  a  new  bne^  any  othetwit'^  than  aif 
holderf  offcri^? 

Ycs-^thereif  an  import fnt  diHindidii  bctwe^tf  the'cbntraaors 
and  fimple  fcrip  holders ;  particol^ily  with  fi^ttrd  to  the  Loan 
ftrtJie^ytA^.1795.  •  It  is  hardly  necciTafylo  Itate' iKa  tftmble 
which  falli^  excltt^YcIy  nppn  ,  the  contraaors  ct^dnaidj^  the  de- 
tails of  a  ticgociaiioh.  .  ln^«!pendatnt  of  that  natufa!  dTftkidioa 
between  thecontraftors  afjd  fimple  terip  hoKtera>  tkete  wer«  dr- 
cnmftances  of  a  'very 'peenRttr  liattire  in  the  contra^  for  'theXoaui 
ftr  tHt  yt-af  1795.  The  e6frt«i«<^  for  tba't  Um  ^^  booad^ 
jointly  and  f^treraUy,  for  the  performance  of  the  engiag^ttiCl 
entered  b to,  and  before  ^en  ibfc  fitft  payment  wa«mad^ii^ir 
ftt^Loah.  They  remtf«ed!|ntkat  ftkt* «rf rifpoftfibiKty ioriM 
•a  jperiod  of  very  greatalarm.  when  Hollaxid  was  a^OMn-^y  U» 
tVenchi  in  fo  muchy  that  the  vmmum  fell  down  tp  par>  and  even 

even 
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t/9^flM3^TtJBf  per  4eMU  iikouuk.  TiuM^  it  «pMtiw  tliM  thfiiOOtn'* 
.tndar;i  h^d  i^vtticx  diSkwt  firofxi  tboile  of  dimple  fcdpiiolllf  ri*Ml|l 
m  return  for  ibofc  dutlea  I  conceiTe  they  bav«  ef,tn»xA\nvff 
rigbUt  and  duit  it  .would  be  cQcroacbing  on.  ilioA  JJ^ts^.to^dc- 

Eiyetbem  of  the  pcefcrence  of  making  aii^  X^P^fi  vM^b  mgbt 
L,rev^V^<d  wuULn  tbe  period  t,o  which  their  cpD|r^d,«steDdji.4':  „ 
^227.  It  U  then  to  oe  uoderflrood,  as  your  opinion^  thj|^  (ibr 
C^c^f^r^  forthe^fanner  Loan*  eireo  if  ^^.h^i  dUjp^ed  ofrfiiL 
thplr  fcrip«  lyouldi^c  jnjurea  by  a  nefirociatioa  for  a  ocw  one^  pm? 
vioiu  to  thi?  lad  paymeoty  fti^ulated  in  theic  comraAp  and  thfft 
they  tbetefpre  ^uld*  have  a  right  to  a  pcefcccacet  if  f«ch  a  ae\jr 
I«oaQ  iboaLd  be  negotiated  .^        •. 

.  VeSypthey  would  be  iojiire^f  in  fo  far.  as  they  would  be  ififnrpA 
of  a  4g|xt  which  feeoas  to.  me  to  belong  eacluilvely  to  them.    . 
'  .  273.    In.  this  re^e£i  what  dlftindion  cai^  be  flated  be^weca 
the  contra£iors  ^4-  tne  ^^Ogi^al  fubfcribers  ? 

I  can  ftate  a  (Iroag  dmindllon  that  exifts  betweeij  n^iclf*  or 
0iy  houftf^and  Jthe  perfons  who  appear  as  fubicribers  m  the  books 
ot  the  bank,  In  confeqaence  of  portions  of  the  Loaa,  allpted  ta 
thcrm,l>y  royfelf  or xn)r  houfe ;  tbefe  fubfcribers  had  no/hare  io^ 
die  txouJbJle  o£  conducting  the  Jiej^ociation ;  they  coi^ferr^d  no  fa« 
vour  whatever  upon  xne  by  appearing  as  fubfcribers,  on  the  con- 
traryf  I  coafidered  that  I  conferred  a  favour  upon  thoai»  becanfi? 
all  thefe  portions  were  allotted  to  them  in  confequeuce  of  their 
moft  earned  folicitations  ;  they  had  befides  contraded  no  refpon- 
iiblllty  iimilar  to  that  which  I  myfelf  bad  contra(!ied>  and  they  , 
were  utterly  unknown  to  government. 

'274.  Did  they  not  equally  with  you  incur  the  rilk,  and  fuf- 
tain  the  Ipfs^  which  might  have  accrued  at  the  time  that  Holland 
Wfi^  oyer-run  ? 

No-7-the  Qontraftors  were  and  ftlll  arc  bound  jointly  and  feve- 
tiWyf  one  for  the  o^tr, /tngula  in  hUdum^  fgr  the  payment  of 
the  inftalmentSy  and  performance  of  the  agreements,  entered  into, 
while  the  iimple  (ubfcribers  were  only  bound  to  the  extent  of 
their  fubfcriptI(Hi»  and  confeqaently  t,hey  never  could  have  lofl 
more  than  the  firft  depofit  of  ten  fct  cent,  while  the  contra&ors, 
on  the  Qther  handy  were  bound  to  make  good  the  payments  to 
the  laft  ihjlling  of  their  fortunes, 

275.  Was  that  circumftance,  of  the  contradlors  being  bounds 
jointly  and  feverally,  in  the  manner  you  have  defcribed,  peculiar 
to  that  contraft,  or  unufual  in  contrafi»  for  oublic  Loans  ? 

.1  nnderftand  it  to  be  common  to  all  (ach  contra£is ;  but  t 
ipoke  particularly  to  the  contradi  of  laft  year. 

276.  Is  not  every  fubfcriber  bound  to. make  good  th^e  amount 
of  his  fabfcription,  and  would  not  the  contxaftors  hav^  the  power 
of  recovering  from  them* 

'  \Ai  not  conceive  they  would  have  ainr  fach  power,  the  dbli* 
l^t^qa  b^hg  generally  to  make  the  depout  of  ;en  per  unt* 
,    J      ■"     .   ■  Doea 
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*  rj2' '  bo«s  then  iht  gr^f  riffc'^Mi  yoo  fltw  to  ht  tntuhei 

luiKcicnq^  or  Ind.  faith  of  t Jre  t)rigiifal  f^cHben  ■>  /  * 

;    Certainlf.  '"^  '  \  •  '  •         <^!   .  ' .  -      •  . 

•  27J.  Is  tins  the  injunr  alhtded  to,  in  the  kttci^  of  tKc  tiih. 
of  NoWtiiber^  'and  on  xuHicb  jdu  fbun4  foor  clvim  t^-is  pre* 
firenW?   '"  ;     '  '       .        / 

No-i-ihc  injiny  I  alWded  to  in  mj^  lftt^rqf;the  24th  of  Nq- 
Tetnbtr^  lajprcdfely  what  it  is  there  ftatcd  to  be,  ^awit,  the  io- 

idry  whi(  h  th6  contra6!ors  as  fcrtp  holderat  wliti  fuftaiA  by  tb^ 
nXroA^t^6xf'o(yitw  lcri|»  ^ftrHe'tbeofd  fcWp  -was  -fti)!  Ip  bund. 

^79. .  U  it. then  to  be  under&oodp  th^t  the  9nly  mjxiTy  rcprc* 
fen  ted  by  you  to  the  ChaiiceUor  of  theSacheq^er^  ipd  ojr  Wltich 
yoo  found  the  daim  of  the  dontraifl's  fox  the  fanner  Xwn  to  a 
prefttftrtc^,  h  that  which  they  woiUhtfiiftain  4*  fciip  hgldcrs  ? 

No-^I  will  proce;pd  to  erphin  why  I  entered  intb  that  nrtnnte 
jctiil'rrfatii^e  tdferip— Iitttift  cbnvcrfalioo-whi^  Mr.  ftobaru 
and  I  had  with  theiihancefloref  tBe'  £tcbeqii<:r  cm  the  ^^tji  j'{ 
j^orember  Wfr^cr  I  mefffioiletf.  to  him,  the  chuitf  tp  'prevent  thd 
n^gocTj^tiott  of  a  Loan,  nmil  the  hitt  .payment  oF  ^'ptcceding 
Loan,  be  faid»  he  did  not  recb]Ie6{  any  pofitire  engagement' to 
that  ef(c6! — 1  (aid,  that  I  .iihdirrftc«)d  the  engagement  wa$  either 
pdfitfv^  df'  Implied,  but  that  I  thought  I  could  then  dettcrnffrate 
to  him  thslt.the  r?ght  which  ye'dsnmed  did  necefTi^iIy  exifl  from 
ihe  nature  of  things ;  then  f  faid',  as  a^rbof  of  this,  let  roe  aflc  yoa^ 
iF  there  wis  any  pitribd  iu*  the  courfe  of  the  year  I795>  ^^  which 
we  fliould  have  -bc^^n  completely  jufUfied,  in  oppofjQg  anjLoatl 
which  you  might  have  brought  forward?     *rhe  Chariceflpr  of  the 
.  Exchequer  replied,  that  certainly  if  he  hod  brbneht  forWai-d  a* 
Loan  in  the  monxh  of.Jonc^  be  would  have  coniidere^  thal^uV' 
9bj<dtion  to  that  negotiation  w.a>  well  fonndcdV  thc]cr  1  Md^.if 
fuch  a  right  did'ekift  h\  the  month  of  June,  I  conceivcd'it  einfty 
equally  in'  ihe  month  of  Noyembcr.     jL  ^ded,^  tjiat  rig^it  muft: 
iawc  limits  ;  there  muft  be  a  peripd  at  which  it  ccafcf^  atrd.that 
period  roufl  neceiTarily  be  that  on  whithrthc  whole  jaym^ms  on' 
^he  Loan  are  finifhcd ;  Upon  thw^'  tlie  efiaaccUgf  'ot  the  fixrchc- 
quer  faid.that  t he TuhvTtmaliiiA^  Unpaid  was  foveryfmaH,  tlias' 
he  did  cot  think  it  cpuld  b^  liri^iiHy  urged  as  a  rftaftux*  for  'ifbr 
making  tbe  loan ;  it  was  upon  that  occafion  that  I  f^id;  fniall 
ais  the  fiim  is,  it  is  15  fer  cent,  Upon  a  fergcr  fuin,  suid  that  Izxstt 
i(nm  can  be  no  other  than  five  millions  $'1  thought  that  upon  niiar 
occaiiou  I  had  clearly  demoi^ftraied  thart  neither  the.  period  tQ 
which  our  oontraft  extended  \tas  arrived,  nor  where  the.pur* 
pojtcs  of  the  contrad  a^compliftied,     '  '.*.:" 

'WlttdfC^V;  , 

^••j  Received  and.  read  a  letter  from  Mr,  Wforgan, dares' ;|Ken- 
fijigton  Gore,  sad  December,  1 795,  containii/g  hls/rCalpf|^ 

^     -    for' ^eclinJn^  W  aftc  life*  gin tVeiftan.  for  Icaie^to' 'gfreYi?- 
h«s  name,  from  whom  he  expelled  an  anfwer  on  the  iptb 
of  Odober,  wliich  leiter  is  annexed  in  appendix.  No.  6. 
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Mercttriij  23  £e  Dicemiris  1795. 
Mr.  BOYD  again  called  in,  and  examined. 

289  T^^^  youftateto  tke  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the 
JLi'  diftindion  which  you  conceived  to  ezift  between  the 
contractors,  and  fttbTcribert  and  fcrip  holders? 

No. 

a8i.  Is  it  to  be  underftood  then»  that  in  poiat  of  fad,  the 
only  injury  rcprefented  by  jou  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche« 
quen  on  the  part  of  yourfeif  and  the  other  contradors,  was  that 
which  yon  would  fu&iin  as  holders  of  fcrip  f 

I  think  it  win  be  found,  from  the  copy  of  the  letter  which 
Mr.  Robartsand  I  addrefled  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
as  well  as  from  the  conTeHadoo  of  which  I  have  given  the  account* 
that  I  likewifc  rcprefented  the  I0&  of  a  rip;ht  which  we  conceived 
we  poflefled,  in  being;  deprived  of  contrafbng  for  ihe  new  Loan. 

282.  Could  the  ccntradofs  fi>r  the  Lean  of  I795»  fufier  aivr 
pecuniary  lofs  by  the  introdndjon  of  a  new  Loaot  otherwii« 
than  as  holders  of  fcrip  ?  , 

It  does  not  occur  to  me  at  prefent  that  they  could  ? 

283.  What  premium  did  the  remaining  fcrip  of  the  former 
Loan  bear,  when  you  made  your  objedion^  on  tne  a^th  of  No- 
vember, to  any  negotiation  for  a  new  Loan  ? 

The  fcrip  remaining  on  the  3i).th  of  November  bore  a  price  in 
feme  degree  proportionate  to  the  different  ftocks  to  which  the 
different  parts  or  it  belonged.  I  can't,  at  prefent  recoiled  the 
cxad  price  it  bore, 

284.  Can  you  fiate  whether  the  price  which  it  bore  on  the 
24th  of  November)  was  reduced  by  the  iatrodudion  of  the  new 
Loan  ? 

It  was  naturally  affeded  by  that  circumftance,  in  common  with 
all  the  funds. 

285.  Can  yon  ftate  the  degree  to  which  it  was  fo  affeded  ? 

It  is  utteily  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  precife  degree  to 
which  the  ftocks  aire  affeded  by  any  event,  or  the  profpedof  any 
crenr. 

286.  At  what  day  is  the  introdndion  of  the  new  Loan  into  tbe 
market  to  be  confidered  as  having  taken  place  ?    . 

The  period  a^  which  the  introdndion  of  the  new  Loan  can  be 
legally  confidered  as  having  taken  place,  I  fhould  conceive  muff 
be  upon  the  Loaa  being  voted  by  parliament,  and  even  with  ftri^ 
propriety,  the  abfolute  phyfical  introdndion  of  the  Loan  ought, 
only  to  be  calculated  from  the  delivery  of  the  receipts ;  but  it 
is  well  known  that  from  the  moment  chat  the  contrad  V^  made 
wi^h  the  Chancellor  of  the  £;{cheqtter,  the  Loin  is  bought  and 
fold  for  delivery,  although  the  law  cannot  recognize  aay  fuclv. 
tranfadioas. 
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287.  At  what  period  would  the  negociatickn  of  a  new  LtOsif 
produce  an^  fciiril>I.&€ife^  en  the  ftockg  I 

F/om  the  moment  that  the  neeotiation  of  a  new  Loao  is 
mentIoQedi.it  is  geiivallf.nnUa^ooa  that  even  that  oir<fiitnflance 
muft,  io  ibme  degree^  afiVd  the  price  of  the  exifiing  fanda;  and 
iirpniportioa  at  the  tiegocktion  approaches  nearer  af^'ntasier, 
wx  €^6L  mufi  .be,  or  at  leaft  it  generally  fuppofled  to  be^  in- 
creafed. 

zS8.^    Can  yon  (late  whether,  (ince  thfc  24th  of  NoTenibeir».the 
temasniiig  f<^p  of  the  former  Loai»  ii  fallen  ode/rr  WW.  P 
.  Ican*c  ftate  it ;  becaofe  it  did  noi  occ«ir  to  me  that  it  wdaM 
iie4)ece£rary  to  declare  any  thing  prccifely  oit  that  prnt. 

28^.  Have  you  c&poied  of  the  fcrip  which  jotx  &tad  to  have 
been  in  yonr  iiand»  at  that  penod  I 

,  I  do  not  recolkd  to  have  di^oied  of  any*  bbt  my  hohfd  may 
liave  difpofed  of  fome,  without  my  particular  knowledge,  during 
that  period. 

290.  Was  any  application  made  to  yoi»  by  any  of  the  fal^ 
icnbera  on  yovr  lift  for  the  Loan  of  ijpc^  to  be  admitted  tofub- 
fcribe  for  the  prefent  Loan,  an  the  groond  of  thcu  having  a  daisi 
pn  account  01  their  former  fubfcription  ? 

No— nhinlc  I  replied  to'that'cfaeftion  yefterd^ay^ 

29K'  *Can  yoir  recolle6t  whether  any  fiidi  appfi^atiOtt  5\*2s 
tnade  by  Mtf&s.  NewnhamaadEveriit?'  .  .   "^ 

.,  No  fuch  application  was  made  to  me  by  them  f  tiiefe  g^ntlr- 
tnen  did  apply  to  me  ti>be  admitted  on  my  fiil  for  this  yc&rS 
Loan  for  «  very  large  fam,  although  they  had  no  ihare  what- 
ever in  njolififor  the  Lo^tv  of  laft  year  ;  L  allotted  them  a  finall' 
portion  of  what  they  applied  for,  for  whicb  they  havt  e)(prtfled 
tfeemfehrcs 'very  grateful.  ' 

\  a9X« «  When  did  yo»  makf  up  yoiar  lift  iq  ofdcr  ta  treat  f«r 
the  prefent  Loa^?  '. 

•  •  rhokdno occa&ODy  id  o^Abv  to  treat  for  tBe  Loair^  to  make  up 
.any  lift;  my  houfe«  with  the  other  (ontraflors  for  .the  Loan  q£ 
Jaft  year,  being  perfedly  cqpsi  to  aay  loan  t&ai  mighs  have  been 
propoiedt 
.  ^9Sr    Wb^PV*>Q  p<Httt  of  fady .was  yovr  lift  made  up? 

l*he  ftiares  of  the  contractors  were  fettled  on  the  6th  of  No** 
iKmJber,  and  with  regard  to  the  portions  of  my  ftiire  fix  the  con- 
.tra&  which  I  meant  to  allot  .to  the  different  friends  who  had  Ib- 
.licited  (hares  ia  it»  they  were  fettled  finally  at  my  houfcin  the 
country  on  Sunday  the  22d  of  November,  and  are  the  fame  wUcb 
appear  by  the  lifts  now  before  the  Committeer 

2^4.    Will  you  ftate  the  names  of  ^1  the  contraAors  ? 

Boyd,  Benfieldy and  Co. — Robarts,  Curtis^^and  Co. — Benjamin 

atid-A.   GQMfmid— £.  P.  Solomons— Peter  Tndniibn,;  for  ielf 

and  ton»— George  Ward,  £fq.  Solcaons  Salomons — ^Rawfon 

^  Aiflabte.    Thefe  were  alio  the  contractors  of  laft  year,  and  CigiM 

the  contrad. 

295.  Dp 
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;  «4;.  Do  $H  tbcte  eight  firou  appear  ilgaed  to  this  year's 
dcptiua^t;? 

No-^but  thf  xoatraAora  who  did  figti  tbit  year  figned  for 
ihemfelves  aikl  the  other  contni^ors ;  thofe  who  did  Cign  were 
loyfelf,  Mr.  Roharti,  Mr.  Goldrmid,  Mr.  £.  P.  6alomoii9,  and 
Mr.  Aiflabiei  and  it  is  pcrfedly  underftood  that  the  abfent  con- 
tradlors  were  bound  tp  fign  the  contrad  when  required  :  I  Wiih 
to  read  to  the  Comroictee  the  title  or  preamble  of  the  lilt  which 
iHy  hott^  fmc  to  the  bank,  which  it  aa  ibllowi : 

Meffrs.  Boyd^  Bcrnfield,  and  Cq.  as  one  of  the  |>rincipt^  coa-i 
V  trading  parties  with  the  Chanccttor  of  the* Exchequer  for  the 
^*  loan  ofiB  milliom  for  the  farvicp  of  the  year  1796,  requefiing 
*<<  that  Mr.  Newland  willdirefl  the  receipts  for  the  firft  payments 
***  on  (he  fum  gp'j04,ooo^mniiim^  allotted  to  them*  to  be  made  out 
'**  and  delivered  as  follows.** 

.  I  wi(h  %o  adily  that  roy  houfe  made  the  payment  to  the  bank 
mpon  the  faid  Turn  of  5,7#4.ooo  in  one  fom,  having  received  from 
4he  different  narties  the  dtpoilt  due  by  each. 

2g6*    U  that  ufual  ? 
\  "W  henever  it  has  been  deviated  from,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  conde* 
jfi^eniloo  on  the  part  of  the  j^incipoL 

397.  Had  you  fettled  with  yoor  party  any  terms  on  vfhicb 
yoo  thought  the  Loan  ought  to  be  acoeptedj  fuppofiog  it  to  be 
put  up  to  public  competition  ? 

(4<H-*(oy  party  had  implicit,  coafidence  tn  what  I  (hould  think 
proper  to  do,  in  that  as  well  as  in  all  other  refpefts ;  bat  I  beg  it 
inay  not  be  underftood,  from  what  1  have  now  faid,  that  we  bad 
«come  to  any  refolution  whatever  with  legard  to  a  competition ; 
/eeing  we  conceived  that  we  had  a  right  to  a  preference.    ' 

2^8.  Having  agreed  that  the  propofed  Loan  ihonki  be  expofed 
ito  competition,  .ppon  condition  that  the  o^on  ihould  be  ex- 
preAly  r^crrtd  to  you  aad  your  pany  of  taking  the  Loan  atfucb 
3  price  as  ibomld  be;  equal  in  value  to  one  Mfj^rcgnt,  qn  the 
whole  fum  borrowed  above  the  higheft  offer  of  tlie  competitors, 
Jiad  yon  fettled  with  your  party,  or  come  to  any  dcterminaiioa 
an  your  own  mind,  as  to  the  higheft  oiEer  on  which  you  would 
make  that  advance  of  half /^r  tenf  ^ 

I  had  not ;  it  tvould  have  been  in  good  time  to  have  come  tp 
»that  refolution  when  1  Ihould  have  fe^n  the  offer  that  was  made  s 
it  was  notomderftood  that  I  was  to  make  any  offer; 

299*.  What  was  the  amount  of  foar^r/»/.  fcrip,  or  nearly 
ib,  which  you  held  in  the  former  Loan  at  any  time  uikieqaealto 
|he  two  iirft  payments  ? 

I  certainly  held  none^  as  far  asl  can  fpeakfrom  memory. 
.    300.    Did  the  bank  undettake'  .to  make  any  of  the  payments 
on  the  formerXoan  ?  '    , 

I  underftood  they  did,  as  I  believe  is  generally  their  pradUc^ 
.i|fier  two  or  three  payments  arc  tnadci 

3<>i.  Had 
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J6I.  ibd  you  ^v«r  any .  intimatbt  that  t  pare  of  the  pjdbst 
JLpaa  was  to  bein  th^^fovixper  centf*  f 

I  don't  rf  collect  tkat  I  had  any  Tuch  iotunition. 
Tli^n  pfirt  of  Mr.  Morgan's  evidence^  relaiiTe  to  a  mdnejr 
r  traafa^^n  to  the  amouDt  of  900,0001.  fiqipofod  to. have 
pofTed  between  Mr.  Boyd  aad  the  ChanceHorof  tJie>£x- 
.    chequer^  being  read  to  the  witnefs; 

Kewaaalcfd?  • 

301.  Can  you  ftate  any  thing  relative  to  any  fudi 'IMmf- 
adioA? 

lean  ftato  erery  thing  that  related  to  that  tranfa£tiiMi.«<^£ariy  in 
the  month  of  Au^ifi^  if  my  memory  ferves  me»  theChAnceUor  of 
the  Exchequer  lent  for  me,  and  ailced  me  if  it  woold/be  ^ite 
'  convenient  (or  me  to  anticipate  certain  portions  of  tW  payments 
on  the  Loan  and  Lottery,  which  remainbd  nnpaid  op  and  to*  be- 
come due  in  the  months  of  November,  Deceitmer,  and  January, 
in  cafe  the  public  fervice  ihoidd  find  foeh  antimpatK>Q  necefiary 
or  convenient ;  I  repticd,  that  from .  the  abtiMbace .  of  money 
which  then  prevailed,  I  hiwi  no  donbt  whatever  of  bebig  able  to 
tnalce  the^anttcipab'on  prepoied«     He  aiked  me  at  vdiat  rate  of 
intereft  I  fhould  be  able  to  make*  it,  and  I  replied  that  1  could 
not  venture  to  undertake  it  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  nfiiBl  mte  of 
five/fr  cnf.  for  although  I  found  that  money  was  then  abundant 
for  Bills  of  Exchange,  at  the  rates  of  ^|  and  even  4/#r  t^m.  that 
it  would  be  dangerous  for  me  to  reckon  upon  tbat  abtuxdimce 
while  fo  large  a  fnm  of  negociations  was  in  contemplatioir*  and 
that  befides^as  1  (hould  probably  be  obliged  to  aegodate,  fnch 
Effeds  as  \  mi^ht  receive  in  return  for  the  money  {a  tobeni-' 
vancedt  by  the  intervention  of  brokers  to  whom  I  mnft  in  that 
cafe  pay  a  conuniffioo,  my  undertakiag  it  at  a  lower  rate  than 
that  of  5  per  cent,  might  expofe  me  to  aAiial  lofs  :  npon  this  re« 
•prefentation  it  was  agreed,  tbat  if  the  anticipation- ihoold  be  re« 
quired,  the  intereft  upon  the  advances  (hould  be  cdculated  at  the 
rate  of  5  fer  cent.     As  to  the  mode  of  reimburfement,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  aflced   me,  whether  treafnry  warrants 
would  anfwer  my  purpofe  ?    I  replied,  that  in  point  of  foHdity  he 
could  give  me  nothing  better  or  more  fatisfadory ;   bqt  that  in 
cafe  I  fhould  wifii  to  realize  thefe  warrants,  I  could  not  bring 
them  into  the  market,  nor  would  it  be  confiftent  with  the  refpec- 
tability  of  my  houfe,  to  endeavour  to  raife  money  upon  thefe  war* 
rants,  m  cafe  the  advances  (hould  become  inconvenient.     At  that 
interview  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  me,  the 
only  thing  that  was  refolvcd  upon  was,  that  if  the  anticipation^ 
ihonld  be  required,  the  money  moil  aflurcdly  (hould  be  ionnd  ; 
tbat  the  rate  of  intereft  (hould  be  five  per  tent,  and  thati  ibould 
Con£der  of  the  mode  of  reimburfement  which^  under  Hit  the  cir* 
coaftances  (hould  appear  to  me  the  moft  convenient,  povided 
that  there  was  nothing  in  tbat  floode  incomp«t3)ie  wi^  foims  of 
|he  public  offices. 

1 9%h\ 
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I  tmglit  tb  hare  ftaml»  th^  at  that  fivft  i«trrv{«^»  tUtiiing^j  re- 
commended to  the  Cbancettor  of  ^e  fixdife^tfr  the  propriety'of 
iecrecy  with  i«gani  to  the  tnkfifadioii  pracoMi  giving  as  my  rea- 
fan,  that  the  momett  the  pCiblic  (koutd  oHcowcr  tdat  fuch  a  ne« 
gociatioD  was  going  forward,  in  all  probability  that  lAowladge 
^oiild  produce  a  very  great  Ararctty  bf  money,  and  thbt  thus  the 
operation  to  which  I  confented  with  a  view  to  the  pubHc  fervice 
might  be  rendered  extremely  difficnltt  if  not  hi'fe>me  'degree  de* 
feated. 

It  is  neceilkry  to  fav,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche<iuer  gare 
fine  as  a  reafon  why  the  anticipation  in  c^ueft.ton  might -be  necef. 
fary,  that  perhaps  the  bank  of  England  might  not  And  it  convent* 
fhfit  f o  make  it.  \    * 

On  the  251k  of  Aiignft  I  (aw  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
again  ;  when  he  told»  me,  that  he  found  he  fiiould-  not.  In  any 
cue,  have  occafioR  for  fo  large  a  fum  at  he  had  originally  men- 
tioned ^  .which  wms  ^om  two  millions  to*  two*  milhons  and  an 
half,  if  I  am  not  miftaken;  and  he  Teemed  to  be  father  *unceruin 
as  to  the  periods  at  which  the  ^money  woald  be  wanted?  as  he 
wua  at  that  time  rather  pTeffed  for  itme;  the  interview  was  ^erf 
ihoftyand  therefore  the  next  day,  to  wh,  the26ch  of  Ai^uft,  I 
addrefled  to  him  a  letter  on  the  fubjcdb,  i^ich  1  beg  leare  to  read, 
and  deliver  in  a  copy.  ^'    • 

I  perceive  that  I  ought  to  have  mentioned*  that  I  had  fug- 
gefted  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqner,  as  the  mode  wbidi 
uppeared  to  me  the  moft  convenient,  and  the  leaft  uncommon  for 
the  rcimbttrfement  of  the  advances  which  I  might  make,  would 
be  by  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  treafury. 

[Then  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter/ dated  26th  of  AngaTl  1795,  was 
delivered  in,  and  read,  and  is  inferted  in  Appendix:  No 7] 

[  received  no  anfwer  to  this  letter  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  gone  oat  of  town  ;  and 
upon  his  return  early  in  September,  he  fent  for  me,  and  re- 
newed the  fttbjeft  of  the  negociation  ;  when  it  was  agreed  <hat  the 
fum  wanted  would  not  exceed  one  million,  that  500,000!.  of  the 
money  would  be  wanted  about  the  20th  of  that  month,  and  the 
^ther  500,0001.  about  the  20th  of  O^ober  ;.  and  in  confequence 
of  this  arrangement  I  received,  on  the  12th  of  September^  tfn  of- 
iicial  letter  ^om  Mr.  Long  relative  to  the  tranfadion,  which  I 
beg  leave  to  read,  and  deliver  in. 

[And  the  (aid  letter  was  accordingly  delivered  in,  and  read  • 
copy  whereof  is  inferted  in  Appendix,  No,  8.]  • 

In  confeqnence  of  that  Authority  1  addrefTed,  on  the  14th  of 
September,  a  letter  to  Mr.  Long,  which  I  alfo  beg  leave  to  read* 
and  deliver  in  a  coppy. 

[And  the  faid  copy  of  the  faid  letter  was  delivered  ni,  and 
is  inierted  in  Appendix,  No.  9.]  ^ 

I  alfo  dtfire  to  read  and  deliver  in  a  fecond  letter  frojn  Mr. 
'LoDg,  dated  the  17th  of  September. 

f  And 
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{And  the  fame  wru  acc0f4iligly  delivered  ia^  and  is  inferte4 

in  Appendix^  No.  lo. 
.  Tliefe  arc  all  the  circ  urn  (lances  which  occur  to  me  at  prefen^t 
^s  being  ne^cfi'ar/  to  bention  relative  to  the  tranrafl^fm  in  quef^ 
lion. 

503.  What  was  ttie  amoimt  of  the  (um  a^lually  advanced  m 
this  manjier  ? 

Not  more  than  700,0001, 

304.  Are  you  certain  it  was  as  much  ? 

It  certainly  was  not  more. 

30 J.  Where  was  Mr*  Walter  Boyd,  Junior,  u,  the  time  theft 
^Is  were  drawn  f 

In  London, 

.306:  Where  was  He  at  tlie  titae  the  bills  bear  date? 
-    He  was  at  Hamburgh*  as.  is  mentioned  in  mf  letter  to  Mr« 
Lon^* 

807.  What  was  the  reafon  for  antedating  thoie  iills  t 

Becaufe  if  they  had  been  dated  at  the  time  they  werfc  drawa 
iliey  jnuiib  have  borne' date  at  liondon^  which  would  have  impne* 
Stately  publiihcd  the  trapfaaion,  which  for  the  beft  of  all 
f  urpofes  (I  ioean  the  pdbltc  fervice)  I  was  fo  foUcitous  to  con« 
^caL. 

J 08.  Were  any  of  thefe  bills  offered  for  difeount  at  the  bank  ? 
fohe  bfthem  Were  ever  offered  by  roc,  or  by  my  houfe.    I 
cannot  fay  whether  after  I  had  negotiated  thefe  bills,  any  of  them 
were  offered  at  the  bank  by  the  indorfecs. 

509.  Do  you  confider  it  as^a  regular  commrrcial  tranfa6^ioii 
ibr  a  perfon  to  draw  bills  as  from  Hamburgh,  when  he  is  aduaJly 
tn  London  ?       "        ' 

Certainly  it  is  not  the  nfual  rnode^  and  indeed  caanot  be  that 
}n  which  commercial  tranfactions  generally  take  place.  ' 

3x0,  Isfucha  pradice  deemed  among  merchants  a  regular 
commercial  tranfadion  ? 

The  qaellion  itfctf  Ihews  inconteftibly,  that  it  cannot  be  a  re» 
gular  commercial  tranfadlion ;  it  is  as  regular  as  the  circum'* 
iiances  of  the  cafe,  with  all  the  views  which  it  was  neceifary  to 
coniider  at  the  time,  could  admit  of;  it  would  have  been  eafy  for 
me  to  have  rendered  the  tranfadion  much  more  regular,  by 
giving  orders  to  a  honfe  at  Hamburgh  to  draw  chefe  bills  upon 
the  tj^afury ;  but  then  I  muft  have  communicated  to  .that  bouie 
fhe  cbjeBt  of  the  drafts,  which  I  wiChed  to  confine  as  much*  aa 
pofiible  to  the  knowledge  of  my  own  hocfe«  and  thofe  immedi* 
ateiy  oonneded  with  it,  and  I  muti  iikewife  have  paid  that  houfe 
»  commiffion  for  drawing  the  bills,  ^bich  would  have  thus  b<r* 
come  a  charge  upon  the  treafury.  ^ 

3x1.  State  16  the  Committee  y6o)  reafon  for  wilhiiig  to  (t)n. 
fine  the  knowledge  rf  the  txanfaAion  to  your  own  houfe,  and 
thofe  coADoQbsd  with  xL  ; 

•  •  «  ♦    *^ 
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I  thiok  the  committee  will  find  the  account  leave  ifi  raj  con« 
vcrfatioo  y^ith  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  uic  reafon  wbv  I 
wiihed  fp  particularly  to  keep  this  tranfadlion  a  fecret ;  viz,  that 
the  knowlcrcige  of' it  wotdd  haVe  produced  a  fcarclty  of  money.    ^ 

aii.  Did  yoB,  previouAy  to  the  a5th  of  November,  receive  any 
afturance  whatfocver  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  of 
fr<^m  any  perfon  authorized  by  him,  that  your  Houfc  or  party 
ihould  have  an  offer  of  the  Loan  without  competition  i 

No— never  the^  moft  di(lant  iniinuatioQ* 

313,  Did  you  think  any  part  of  your  right  to  a  preference,  as 
9  conixai^lor  to  the  new  Loan^  was  grounded  on  this  mone^  tranf* 
jidlion  ? 

Moft  certainly  uo^ :  I  never  had  any  expe£Ution  of  that  fort,,  nor 
did  there  .ever  pais  bet;wccn  the  Chancello/ of  jlie  Excheouer  or 
any  perfon  authorized  by  him,  any  thing  on  which  I  could  found 
any  fuch  expeilation :  wh^  I  confented  to  the  pj-opofed  opera- 
tion ri  nican  refpe^ipg  the  ant'cipat|on)  I  took  no  merle  at  aQ  t9 
mvfelf  in  having  conientod  to  it.  l  faid,  that  from  the  abundance 
of  monej  there  would  be  no  diiUquIty  ip  doing  iti,  an4  in  all  my 
communications  with  ^e  Chancellor  of  the  £xchequer,  the  fecre- 
taries  of  the  treafury,  or  any  other  per&n  relative  to  that  tr^nf- 
adiioD,  there  will  ^ot  be  founds  nor  did  theie  ever  exi^  on  my 
part,  the  mod  difiant  iniinuatio^  that  1  had  .any  pri^fera^le  r^ht 
tQ,fi^  {loan  on.accpuQt  pf  that^r^niatEkioo^  jL  think  pr9per  to  add, 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  havtnc;  in^  fome  degrep 
t|onoured  me  with  confiding  to  me  tfare  fecret  of  the  pubHc  iervlce 
requiring  affiftance,  I  fhould  have  <;oniidered  myfclf  as  coateAm- 
fible  in  my  own  eyes,  if  I  had  formed  any  preteniions.in  90^- 
^ueoce  of  that  confidence:  I  will  add  further,  tliat  I  waa  ex- 
tremely flattered, with  the  idea  of  having,  thus  had  an  opportunity 
of  rendering  a  ferv^ce  tp  the  public  without  any  hope  of  rewar4 
whatever,  and  that  it|  was  fnch  an  opportunity  as  perhaps*  might 
never  occur  again* 

.  3 14.  Did.  any  perfop,  who  you  conceived  was  acquainted,  with 
the  opinions  of  thic  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer*  ever  give  you  the 
ftnalicC^  hint  th^tjuch  iervice  wonld  be  ac^ept^ble^  and  wo^uld  be 
coniidered  as  having  bepn  £0  upon  fubfeqpeat  occafions  ,^ 

No,  Aever ;  on  thi^  occafion  I  wiQi  tp  s^i/i,  that  I  difcovered  i>y 
occafional  converfationt  withdlferent  peo4>le,  that  the  public  had 
taken  up  the  idea,  thai  th^  operation  which  ha4  been  anioi^dvert^ 
upon  hjKi  b^ea  entered  inio  under  the  proiped^  or  promife  of  bcic^ 
preferred  for.  (he  next  Loan :  t  f^nrncd  the  idea,  and  ncvec  fail;;4 
to  exprefs  my  indignauon  when  it  was  mentioned,  ^ ,  . 

315.  Did  not  your  knowledge  that  the  fu-(l  clafs  of  bills,  date's 
li^burghi  Anguft  7th>  be^a^M  due  on  the^ioth  of  Pecember, 
induce  you  to  believe  that  the  firil  payment  on  the  new  Loi^n 
wo  aid  be  required  early  in  that  month  f  .  . 

.  No,  it  did  not :  I  beg  leave  to  call  to  the'recolleclion  of  the 
^omtoittee,  that  I  did  not  underiland  I  was  lending  money  to  go* 

vcmment 
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vemiiKiit  which  had  not  been  voted  by  parliainent»  bat  that  I  was 
anticipating  to  firovernmeQC  the  receipt  of  mooey  which  had  beea 
voted,  and  which  would  become  payable  ia  time  for  the  difcharge 
of  the  bills  drawn. 

316.  Had  you  any  other  money  trana£lion  with  government  in 
the  coorfe  of  the  year,  be&des  thofc  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Y«s:  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  deliver,  dated  the 
20th  Auguft  Aiews  that  X  had :  and  befides,  I  had  at  differenc 
times  opened  credits  upon  the  continent  far  different  fums»  agree., 
ably  to  the  orders  of  government. 

317.  In  what  form  was  the  conation  expreffcd  which  is  men* 
tioned  in  your  letter  of  the  2^th  of  November*  <vi«««— ><<  that  no 
**  other  public  Loan  Aiould  De  ihade  until  the  period  fined  for 
''  the  lad  payment  of  the  Loan  then  contrafted  fOr  (hould  be 
«'  elapfed?" 

If  this  condition  had, been  redqced  to  anyform*  there  could  no& 
have  ever  exifted  any  doubt  as  to  our  claim ;  I  hare  already  Stated, 
in  the  account  I  have  given  to  the  committee  of  my  coaverfa- 
tion  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheq|tter  on  the  24th  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Robart8>  m  reply  to  the  obfervatioa 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  he  did  not  recoiled  any 
pofitive  engagement,  as  to  the  point  on* which  I  founded. my  cUum, 
th^t  that  engagement  was  either  pofitive  or  implied — ^aod  then  I 
proceeded  to  demonftrate  that  the  claim  was  founded  on  the  iia-> 
ture  of  things. 

31 S.  YouaiTert  in  your  letter*  that  the  contract  was  entered 
into  under  that  condition ;  has  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at 
any  time  acknowledged,  upon  being  reminded  of  it  by  you*  thAt 
he  had  agreed  to  that  condition  ? 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the.  evidence,  which  I  had  the  hoaour  of 
giving  yefterday,  for  an  anfwer  to  this  quellion* 

-^       .  Withdrew. 

Mr*  BOYD.as^ain  called  in,  and  examined* 

3 19.  If  the  money  raided  on  the  bills  which  have  been  men- 
tioned, was  only  an  anticipation  of  the  Loan  of  1 79^  why  was  the 
payment  of  the  laft  clals  of  them  deferred  tea  period  fomuch 
later  than  that  fixed  for  the  laft  payment  of  that  Loan  ? 

I  beg  leave  to  iUte  to  the  committee*  what  palfcd  between  Mr. 
Long  and  me  about  the  change  in  the  period  for  the  payment  of 
thefe  bills.  Mr.  Long  mentioned  upon  that  occafion*  that  there 
were  certain  forma  which  frequently  produced  delays  with  regard 
tothe^iiTaiugof  money,  and  that  it  was  in  order  to  be  perfedly 
fure  that  no  part  of  thefe  forms  could  poiBbly  be  omitted,  that 
the  treafury  wifhed  fo  much  latitude  in  point  of  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bill?*  beyond  the  periods  at  which  the « funds  Ibi-dil- 
charging  them  would  be  received  by  the  bank. 

320.  On  what  ground  of  calculation  did  you  afliire  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer*  that  if  he  confentcd  to  a  private  negotia- 

cioo^ 


tfoft,  yimr  «tfbr  ilioaM^fMy^  literal  all  if  yda  had  no  ptdkrt. 
«iice«  Md  ifaat  it  fliotild  equal  his  expefbidoti  ? 

It  wai  oot  OD  any  ground  of  calcmtioiLthittt'UfihiM  Ihtf  CHtn- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  in  the  event  of  a  private  negotiation 
myoflSsrih^ald  be  as  liberal  as  if  I  had  no  prefaence;  it  was 
from  feeling  in  mf  yivtt  mind,  tfaarnponttat  As  tfpdiTl}!  ocba#ODS» 
I  fiiould  be  fixHy  as  liberal  when  any  matters  wetc  left  to  my  o«vn 
dectfion^  as  1  ihontd  be  iilld»r  any  coiltfoal  #Hatetr^r. 

jiii  Did  yoii  know  what  his  expe^ation  was? 

5«2.  Did  the  preference  propofed  to  be  given  to  yOu»  or  did  It 
Boty  put  an  end  to  cheoMnpeiitian'f  *     *  -  ^ 

The  competitors  cenninly  refnfed  the  compelitidli  -as  pro* 
pofed»  ^  '    •; 

323.  Is  it  pofiible  to  reconcile  a  predetermined  preference  in 
fevimhiif sw^ ooacompeihari  to dieprlnciple and  t^£V  of  ptrblic 
competitkm*f  1 

WitboQt  pretending  to*  diedde  what  i»  pof&ble  io  the^bSra(5b 
on<  ttwti  ol^  ihdetd  6h  any  ofc^^ontpetitbg,  ixait  orfly  iay»^hat 
it  waa  pfiffeaiy  poffible  for  tht'^omp'eticoA  to  hat«  lArcd  agrd(« 
ably  to  the  node  propofed* 

394^  Hm  it  bcied  fettcd  to  yon  by  the  Cbanl:ei!or  of  the  Ex^ 
cheqiier,  or  do  yon  know  on  what  princildtfs  his  predileAion  sn 
iiMinr  of  pnUic  competitioa  is  Ibofided  f 

I  do  not  kno#  the  principles  npon  i^ch  that  predileftioK  ffi 
founded^  though  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  it  muft  be  founded 
vMii  a^fMrfaafion  he  rnnft  ha^e^  that  the  nrioctpte  of  competition 
.^vM  the  Aurfcft  chance  of  obtaining  tbe  beft  "pirn.  % 

325.  Soppofing  the  competition  to  have  proceeded  with  die 
pi^fcrcnce  propofed  in  your  fitvour,  woulS  yw  have  bntbid  the 
fbUowiiigoffe?;  wns«     ... 

£.  tzo       —       67  f       .^ —  £.  St  ^^ 

25        — -        66  t  «'nii .  '  26  I)    9 

<   3s*  6d.    annuity  at  18'^'       ■■'  ■■  >■'  3    4    9 

|-|iiili       i    ti 

roo  id'  16 
Difcount  3  ^r  ««/.         •—        j  .^  w- 

•  •  I  III  » *|  I    ■ 

£;  loj  ift  96 
■  --'''■  '""\ 

Hy  bidding  half^^  ant.  :dbove  it  f 

If  f<ich  an  offer  had  been  made,  and  had  been  found  to  be  the 
higheft,  Ifhouldthen,  and  only  then,  have  determined  what-:I 
had't»^« 

fe6«  D^yott  know,  or  have  you  any  ground  for  beh'evingi.A'at 
the  number  of  peHbns  Holding  portions  of  the  fivejmilioas 
£cmf^  '*udiieh  were  floating  in  the  market  on  the  34th  of  Novem* 

y  bcr. 
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ber,  was  greater  in  your  lift  thaa  in  the  lid  of  Mr.  Morgan- 
Mr.Mellifti? 

I  really  know  nothing  about  it.. 

Withdrw. 


JtHercuriiy  20%  die  Januarii  1 796. 

Mr.  ABRAHAM  N£WLAND,  called  in^  and  examined. 

527.  A  R  B  yon  principal  caihier  of  tke  bank  ? 
**•    I  am. 

328.  How  long  have  you  }>een  in  that  fituation  ? 
Nineteen  years. 

329.  Prom  your  fituation  arr  yoa  not  coaver£uit  with  tHe 
tran(a£lions  refpe^ng  Loans  I 

Tcs. 

330.  From  your  experience  in  tranAdions  of  this  nature, 
ihould  you  have  thought,  if  a  new  Loan  was  made,  the  firft  pay- 
neot  of  which  was  to  tdce  place  previous  to  the  laft  piymeat  of  a 
preceding  one,  fuch  a  ctrcumfbince  would  be  a  matter  of  jnft 
complaint  to  the  contradlors  of  fuch  preceding  Loan  ? 

I  believe  they  would  in  general  have  made  fuch  a  complaint, 
bocaiife  it  is  underftood  that  an  old  Loan  ihould  be  finiihed  before 
a  new  one  takes  place* 

33 1 >  Would  the  contra^ors  in  fuch  cafe  have  any  caufe  of 
complaiot,  fnppofing  them  to  have  difpofed  of  the  fciip  of  th« 
former  Loan  \ 

I  ihould  apprehend  not. 

332.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  contra&ws  aronld  have.a«y 
claim  diftinA  from  that  of  the  original  fubicribers  or  fcripkolders? 

No:  I (hould think-not.    • 

333.  Can  you  flatCr  from  your  experience  in  the  negotiafion  if 
former  Loans>  the  time  that  has  ufually  elapfed  between  making 
the  contrad  with  the  Chancelk>r  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  open* 

,  ing  of  the  budget  ?     •  .. 

It  varies  fometimes :  I  believe  three  or  four  days,  and  fome* 
.  times  only  two  days :  I  don't  know  but  k  may  have  been  a  week 
'-occaiioaaUyy  t>ut  I  can't  fpeak  with  certainty  ? 

334.  Are  you  enabled,  from  your  official  ficuation,  to  know  Ae 
•  diircrent  rifks  incurred  by  the  coniraftors  and  the  fnbfcrUxrs  to 
^aLoan? 

I  ihould  apprehend  that  if  the  fubfcribers  to  the  Loaji  do  not 
fuMl  their  engagements  with  the  contrach>re^  that  the  conmfiora 
are  tiXL  bound  to  fulfH  theirs  with  the  (rcafury. 

Withdrei^ 


Mi^ 
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Mr.  BOYD  again  callfd  in,  and  examined, 

335.  Was  your  lift  ever  called  for  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  ? 

No.  .   ,     '■ 

336.  Did  the  Chancellor  ofthe  Exchequer  know  the  names  of 
your  lift^  at  the  time  when  xhfi  qualified  bidding  was  decided 
upon  ? 

No :  he  did  not,  and  as  Tar  as  I  know,  does  not  know  them  to 
this  momeot. 

337  Do  you  think  the  contractors  are  bound  to  watch  over  the 
inijcrefU  of  the  Aibfcribcrs  to  their  lifts,  as  far  as  rrfpcdts  the  per- 
formance of  their  conditions  of  the  bargain  ? 

The  contraflors  certainly  owe  no  particuhir  duty  to  <thc  fub* 
icribersy  they  on  the  contrary  confer  favors  apon  the  fubfcribers, 
and  in  fo  far  as  the  performance  of  the  engagments  is  conoemed, 
it  is  their  own  particular  incercft  which  the  contr|i£k)rs  watch  over 
when  tliey  attend  to  the  due.perforxnance  of  what  the  fubfcnbera 
undertake. 

J38  Do  you  think  the  contradors  are  bound  to  iniift  opon 
|;overnment*s  perfoiteing  their  part  of  the  conditions  of  tiie 
pargain? 

Moft  undoubtedly. 

339.  Are  they  not  bound  fo  to  do  on  accoont  of  the  fubfcribert 
to  their  lifts? 

Not  particularly  on  account  of  the  labfcribers,  but  generally 
for  the  intereft  qf  all  concerned. 

340  Did  the  cafe  of  the  contractors  for  the  Loan  for  the  ler- 
vice  of  the  year  1793,  as  it  was  made  previous  to  the  laft  pay* 
ment  of  the  pteced«ng  Loan,  conftitute  a  fimilar  right  to  what 
you  infifted  upon  in  the  cafe  of  the  prefent  Loan  ? 

U  IS  not  for  me  to  define  what  were  the. rights  of  the  con. 
traftorsfor  the  Loan  for  the  Service  of  the  year  1794;  all  that  I 
know  ofxhe  matter  is,  that  it  is  always  under ftood,  when  the 
Loan  foi*  the  year  1795  was  negotiating,  that  the  firft  payment 
on  that  Loan  could  not  uke  place  until  the  laft  payment  of  the 
preceding  loan  was  made. 

341.  Did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mention  the  namee 
of  the  perfons  whom  he  mentioned  to  you»  as  necellary  to  be  con* 
ftthed  by  him  on  the  nature  of  the  cltfim  of  preference  which  yott 
had  fet  up  ? 

No,  he  did  not. 

342.  Did  any  thing  particular  pafs  between  you  andtheotlber 
Parties,  when  you  was  waiting  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  £jcche* 
qucr  in  Downing  Street,  on  the  a5th  of  November,  relative  to  your 
claim?  •     -    . 

.    |Jothing« 

y  *  343-  Did 
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3.45.  Did  the  plan  for  the  qaalified  bidding  of  one  balf //r  carT; 
in  favour  of  the  pu()]ic  whoUly  originate  wilk  yp^? 

Entirely  aod  cxdufivcly. 

544.  Did.aoy  thing  particnlar  pafs  between  jou  and  the  other 
parties,  after  your  return  to  the  room,  and  previous  to  the  ar. 
rival  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  relative  to  yonr  claim  ^ 
'  No^      ^.  '        -      ... 

345*  P^  ^c  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  this  occafioni  or 
on  any  other  tn  which  you  have  been  concerned  as  contra^or, 
^ver  xecpoixncttd  any  n^mc  or  names  to  be  placed  on  your  lift  of 
fubfcriber^  ? 

Never. 

;34$.  Qi^  any  other  p.erTons,  whom  you  conceived  to  be  con^ 
ned'ed  with  him,  ever^^  directly,  or  indire£Uy,  make  any  recom-, 
mendation  of  any  fame  or  names  jto  be  placed  in  your  lift  ? 

Nor-ncyer. 

347,  Could  you«  as  a  m^n  of  bufinefs,  have  made  up  your  min4 
^R.the  precifc  price  you  would  give  relative  to  the  Loan,  with* 
^^  hearinj^  all  tiie  circumftance  the  Chancellor  pf  the  Excho* 
quer  might  wl(h'  to  flate  prcvio(:s  to  the  bindtng  ? 

;  To  b^  fure  \  might  have  made  up  my  mind  upon  the  fubjed, 
f^H^KW  any  expIai;atiQu  whatever,  but  I  fhould  m  that  cafe  have 
aded  very  imprudently. 

348.  Would  not  the  refervnion  for  a  ppflible.  Loan  for  the 
£aip^ror,  and  fo;  a.Lqai)  fpr  Ireland,. and  £or  the  funding  of  the 
navy  deb',  make  a  verv  material  pait  of  your  confideration  ii| 
forming  your  judgment  fpr  a  fin^jl  oftcr  \ 

Undoubtedly. 
.    949.  Are  you^certaiQ  that  the  other  parties  who  came  as  conh« 
pciitors  for  the  Loan,  withdrew  from  luowning-ftreet  before  anj 
IMlan4tV>a  of  the  preliminaries  took  place  X 

350«  Is  three /^  cent^  the  ufual  difcount  uoon  all  Loans? 
;.    1  believe  it  hps  been  the  ufual  rate  of  difcount  upon  the  90I, 
fir  (fni  or  any  other  part  of  the  90  ptr  cent,  from  the  day  on 
which  the  anticipated  payment  is  made  to  the  date  of  the  laft 
paymei^t. 

35 1 .  Were  the  refcrves  of  laft  prcar*s  loans  for  public  compa-i 
,nies  different  from,  thofe  of  preceding  year's  ? 

I  be)ieve  not — but  I  can't  fpeak  to  refcrves  of  preceding  years  5 
Jx^vipg  ne^^D  till  December  1 794,  niAde  any  contra^  with  go- 
vernment for  a  Lean. 

352.  If  you  had  contracted  for  the  Englifli  Loan,  without  be- 
ing pre  vioully  inibrmed  of  the  poiBbili*y  of  an  Audrian  Loan 
J>eing  wanted,  and  that  an  Auftrian  Loan  was  afterwards  to 
take  place  with  a  diiTerent  fet  of  contra^ors^  are  you  not  of  opi- 
nion that  that  event  might  prove  vety  prejudicial  to  fuch  a  bar« 

'  gain  for  the  Engliih  Loan  I 

'        The 
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The  cafe  fuppofed  coqld  not  pofiibly  happen^  unl^'rs  the  ChaiK 
Ccl  or  of  the  Exchequer  had  (which  I  conceive  he  could  not  haveX 
the  intention  of  drawing  us  into  a  bargain  without  the  knour^ 
kdge  of  all  the  drcumftancee  likely  to  aifefl  that  bargain. 

253.  When  the  other  competitors  had  left  Downing-ftrect,  oa 
on  the  25th  of  November^  acnl  the  Chancellor  oi  the  Exchequer 
had  withdrawn  to  cODfider  on  the  terms  of  the  Loan  of  the  pre«. 
fent  year-— did  you,  whilft  he  was  abfentj  m.ike  any  catculatioii 
to  yourfelf  of  what  thofe  terms  might  probably  be  ?    . 

I  did  not,  bttt  fome  of  my  party  did. 

354.  Do  you  know  how  near  their  calculations  were  to  the 
terms  offered  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer? 

I  can't  venture  to  fay  pofitivcly,  but  I  pcrfcdHy  recollcfl  that 
we  were  Uruck  with  the  wonderful  coincidence  of  the  calcu- 
lations, ^nd  the  terips  oiFcFed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xehe<^Ci'« 

355.  Did  you  not  contraft  for  the  Irifh  Loan  of  laft  yearr 
Yes. 

356.  Was  not  that  Loan  difpofed  of  by  public  competition  ? 
Yes. 

357.  Do  you  rccolIe£l  what  was  the  difference  between  the 
higheit  and  lowed  order  made  by  the  competitors  for  that 
Loan? 

I  do  not  recollc£l  exaftly^  but  I  know  that  my  offer  ivas  very 
miych  more  in  favour  of  uhe  public  than  any  one  of  the  other 
offers ;  as  far  as  my  memory  ferves  me,  I  tbink  my  offer  exceeded 
the  higheft  of  the  other  offcra  by  nearly  five  pfr  sent,  of  the  ca- 
pital :  perhaps,  when  I  fay  fo,  I  likewife  take  into  conAdera- 
tion  the  price  of  the  lottery,  for  which  I  alfo  contrafted,  ray  opii 
nion  being,  fo  far  as  I  recoiled,  that  the  Irifh  govemmeat  faved 
about  5O1O00I.  by  my  havin^r  been  a  competitor. 

358.  You  have  fpoken  of  a  right  in  the  contractors  as  diftia^ 
guilhed  from  the  right  of  the  fubfcribers,  do  you  coriceive  that  it 
is  competent  to  the  contractors  to  exercifc  or  furrcnder  their 
right  to  the  detriment  of  the  fubfcribers  ? 

lundcrftand  that  in  the  exercife  of  any  right  which  is  pofieA- 
fed  cxclufivcly  of  the  perfon  fj  excrcifmg  it,  he  only  follows  >*rhat 
he  conceives  to  be  his  own  intei.cH,  or  what  happens  to  be  the  raoft 
agreeable  to  himfelf, 

359.  Do  you  mean  to  contend  that  the  contractors  for  the  pre- 
fent  Loan  may  fanftion  or  oppofe,  as  of  right,  the  introdudioa 
b£  a  new  Loan  in  the  courfe  o^  a  month  or  two? 

I  really  have  not  made  up  my  mind,  on  the  fubje£l ;  if  fuch  k 
cafe  ihould  occur,  as  it  would  be  altogether  new  and  uu^xpedled^ 
I  (houid  then  con/ider  what  I  had  to  do. 

.  360.  When  you  fell  any  proportion  of  your  fhare  In  a  Loan,  is  it 
not  to  be  underfteed  that  you  transfer  to  the  buyer  your  whole 
intereft  in  fuch  proportions  fo  fold  ? 

Certainly — but  I  do  not  underftand  that  while  I  fell  or  alienate 
a  part  of  the  Loan,  I  transfer  any  part  of  the  inalienable  and  in* 
bcreat  right  which  belongs  excluivcly  to  mc  a3  a  contractor. 

361  Yen 
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361-  Yoo  have  faid,  that  the  jjroportions  of  the  difTe-ent 
fubfcrlbcrs  were  allottsrd  to  them  in  confequence  of  their  mpft 
vameft  rolicitatioDs,  is  that  meant  with  regard  to  the  fubfcribcrs 
both  as  to  the  laft  Loan  and  the  prefent  ? 

Yes. 

362.  When  did  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  whofe  name  ap- 
pears in  your  liH,  folicit  to  be  put  down  for  a  ibare  ? 

I  don't  recoiled  exedly^  but  I  fuppofe  it  mad  have  becq 
fome  tine  in  Odlober. 

363.  When  did  you  inform  him  of  the  Iharc  which  you  intends 
cd  to  grant  him  ? 

I  don't  recolle£l  exaflly — the  general  letter  of  advice  was  fcnt 
to  all  the  friends  to  whom  we  had  allotted  portions  of  ihe  Loan 
on  the  25  tb  of  November, 

3164.  Had  you  any  converfation  with  the  Governor  of  the 
Banky  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  (hare  whicbhe  was  to  have  in  your  lift? 

Yes— •!  ceftainly  did  fay  to  him,  fome  time  in  the  month  of 
O^ober,  when  I  met  him  accidentally  in  the  ftreet*  that  it  would 
^ive  me  great  pleafure  to  accommodate  him  as  far  as  (houTd  be  in 
my  power,  and  this  was  the  only  anfwer  which  I  gave  to  any 
•body,  previous  to  the  25th  of  November. 
.  365.  When  did  you  wri\  mention  your  intention  of  undertak- 
ing to  Gontrad  for  the  prtfent  Loan,  and  to  whom  f 
.  I  never  did  formally  announce  any  intention  on  the  fubjed ;  t 
was  applied  to  from  all  quarters,  requefting  to  be  admitted  upon 
ir.y  lift,  if  I  (hould  make  one^  and  thus  was  as  it  were  pointed 
but— called  upon  by  the  public  to  propofe  for  the  Loan. 

:(66.  When  did  you  firil  engage  any  of  your  friends  to  take  a 
part  with  you  in  contrading  lor  ilie  Loan? 
^ ,  I  have  already  faid,  that  I  nevct  engajjed  any  of  toy  fiiends  to 
take  a  (hare. 

376.  Do  you  mean  to  ftate,  that,  without  any  afliftance, 
your  houfe  was  competent  to  advance  upon  a  Loan  the  fum  of 
^,704»oooi 

J  do  mean  it,  and  did  fay  it^not  precifely  that  we  were  able  to 
advance  the  whole  of  that  fum,  but  that  we  were  pcrfcdlly  able, 
.  and  even  provided  with  the  means  of  making  dcpuflt  upon  the 
whole  of  that  fam. 

368-  When  did  yon  firft  converfe  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  any  confidental  official  perfon,  on  the  fubjef^  of 
the  Loan  for  1 796. 

I  recollcft  none,  except  the  cocverfaiions  I  have  already  men- 
tioned ;  and  I  am  fure  I  had  none  with  any  other  official  peifon, 
>ut  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

36(9.  Did  you  ever  mention  to  Mr.  Goldfmid,  or  to  any  other 
perfon,  your  expectation  of  having  the  Loan  by  a  Separate  con- 
>aft?  .    ^  .    . 

Never,  excepting  fo  far  as  in  virtue  of  the  right  upon  which 
We  finally  did  obcaiu  it. 

37©,  Having 
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370.  Having  ftatcd  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchcquai  gav« 
y6u>  as  a  reafon  why  the  anticipation  on  the  lail  Loan  might  bt 
ncccceflary,  that  perhaps  the  Bank  of  England  might  not  find  it 
convenient  to  make  it,  do  you  not  confider  that  a  piivate  houfe, 
which  advances  ;^.  700,000  to  adift  the  Treafury  when  the  Bank 
of  England  does  not  find  it  convenient  to  do  fo^  confers  aft  ex^ 
iraordinaiy  favour  on  the  Treafury  fo  aflifted  f 

1  certainly  do  coniider  that  in  making  that  advance  I  did  render 
H  fervice  to  the  Treafaiy,  bat  it  will  be  fuand  in  the  account  that 
Ihavc  givcnofthetranlaftion,  that  I  could  render  this  fervice 
withcat  rifle,  inconvenience,  or  k>f8,  and  that  therefore  I  waa 
happy  in  the  opportunity  of  tendering  it ;  with  regard  to  its  per- 
haps hot  being  convenient  for  the  bank  to  make  that  ad vauce,  f 
only  confidered  that  the  Bank  mightat  the  time  be  under  great 
advances  in  other  refpe£ls  for  government,  and  I  can  eafily  con- 
ceive that  it  may  fomc times  happen  that  an  individual  may  find  it 
convenient  to  make  an  advatrce,  which  the  Bank  of  England 
may  not  chufe  to  make. 

371.  At  the  time  of  con  trailing  for  the  prefent  Loan,  w«rc 
you  in  advance  to  government  on  any  other  account  befides  the 
anticipation  on  the  laft  Loan  ? 

I  do  not  rccoUcft  that  I  was— I  rather  think  not,  and  my  a^i- 
vances  for  governxneat  on  the  anticipation  were  icpaid  by  tiie 
acceptances  of  the  Treafury. 

372.  Had  you  been,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1 795,  in  advance 
on  any  other  account  ? 

Yes  — I  had  occafionally,  as  I  believe  will  be  found  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  tranfaSiott  relative  to  the  anticipation. 

373.  Can  you  explain  the  nature  and  amount  of  tho&ad* 
vances  ? 

I  can  fay  from  memory,  and  therefore  not  accurately,  that  oc- 
cafionally I  purchafed  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  government,  andeft»- 
blifhed  credits  on  the  Continent  at  difoent  times ;  I  do  not  i«- 
^Ue^  the  amount  either  of  the  one  or  the  other^  perhaps  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole,  including  credits  and  advances,  2  or 
£.  300,000. 

3 74*  Did  you  pay  into  the  office  of  the  Paymafter  Qeneral 
\£.  500,000  according  to  th^  diredioos  of  Mr.  Long's  letter  of 
the  lathof  Septembec? 

Yes. 

375*  Into  who(e  hands  did  you  pay  it  I 

Mr.  Richard  Molefworth's,  accountant  to  the  Pay  Office. 

376.  To  whom  did  you  pay  the  remainder  of  the  fum  advanced 
in  anticipation  of  the  Loan  for  1795  • 

To  Mr.  Molefworth,  excepting  a  part  which  I  hadprevioufiy 
furni(hed  in  dollars. 

377.  Have  the  bills  drawn  in  the  name  of  Mr.  W.  Boyd,  jm*. 
Md  dated  at  Hamburgh,  7th  Aaguft  1795,  which  meu  accepted 
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Yci  i  Op.  the  ajth  of  November  i? 95,  the  Governor  andrXPo^ 
pttty  Governor  waited  on  Mr.  Vitt,  in  confcquence  of  ?in  a^ppint-r 
nettt  mardo  by  Uttii  to  beprefent  at  the  arraogemcnt  of'a.Lp&n 
whkrhhe  fritended  to  fettle  wich.thofe  perfons  who  wcre.di4>oTed 
l»  be  CbnttaAojrs  for  the  fame.  The  gentlemen  who  itttcnd9<J  td 
bi^Tof  it  were,  Meflrs,  Boyd!  and  Co.;  Curtis  and  Co.;  *^,  and 
A.  Goldfinids;  Aiflabie  and  Salomons;  (who  hd  the  X<o^p  Jaft 

SH^  withoixt  competitioD)  Meflrs.  John  and  William  MelljJh^.ffZKi 
r.  'James  Morgan. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mentioned  to  the  Gorcrnor 
atdDeputy  Goveroor  that  his  intention  was  to  make  the  Loan  by 
compcUtion*  bat  he  found  htmfelf  embarraffed  by  a  memorisd 
which  the  contradora  of  the  laft  Loan  had  orefented  hin;i»  and 
which  he  read  to  theniy  wherein  they  ftated^  that  from  what  paC 
fipdat  the  concluding  of  the  lad  I^ajs^  when  Mi.  Pitt  gave  his 
word  that  no  frefh  Loan  for  this  coooxty  /hoold  be  brougbt  fioar^ 
ward  until  all  the  payments  on  that  engagement  were  completed,.. 
they  therefore  allcdgcd  that  U)e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tvas 
precltided  from  Jffxs^hjf  wj  new  ho^^  mnil  die  fbrmec  one  was 
paid  io  full ;  but  ^doThg,  that  if  the  pubUc  fervice  abfolntdy 
rnqulre4  A  new  Loan  tp  be  madp,  they  were  wiUingi  on1>cbak£Ql 
themrelves  and  (he,  friends  concerned  wtih  theni|  to  wave  their 
objedion  to.  the  meaiiire^  e»  tbu  condithu^  that  each  pasty  de* 
iirous  ti  bid  for  the  Lvaa  might  give  in  their  offer,  and  ^  the 
offer  of  any  other  party  ihould  be  higher  than  theirs,  they  might 
have  the  option  of  taking  the  Loan  at  an  advance  of  £.  90*000* 
or  one  half  per  cent,  above  thole  terms,  in  fayour  of  the 
public.   ' 

rhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  referred  to  the  Gover- 
nor whether  herccolle£ked»that  at  the  meeting  and  makfng-ofthe 
latl  Loan  he  had  comntitted  himfelf  to  a  promife  of  thac  kind. 
The  Governor  faid,  he  thought  Mr.  Pitt  bad,  in  fome  Bfeafure» 
committed  himfelf  to  a  promife  of  that  kind,  ilating  a  circum- 
Rance,  that  on  the  adju/Hng  the  days  of  payment  for.  the  then 
Loan,  one  of  the  coo  trailing  party  had  wiAed  to  have  the'  laft 
payment  In  February  1796,  inlUad  of  January,  bat  was  anfwered 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  he  could  not  aifent  to  that,  as  he  might  poffihiy 
want  to  raife  a  new  Loan  in  the  month  of  January.  The  Deputy 
Governor  faid,  that  not  being  prefent  at  the  fettling  the  laft  LoaD| 
he  could  not  fay  any  thing  on  the  fubjed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  had  Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr. 
Kobai  ts  c;died  in ;  and  aflced,  if  the  Loan  (hould  be  allotted  to 
them  without  competition,  whether  they  would  confent  to  the 
tefms  he  himfelf  might  fix?  Their  anfiver  was,  that  chey  would 
truil  to  Mr.  Pitt's  candour  in  the  matter,  and  take  it  cm  his  tvm 
term«l  '      , 

Mr.  Pit  I  after  this  njet  aU  the  gentlemen  wiio  meant  to  be  coo- 

^radors  in  another  room,  and  ftated  the  cafe  to  them  ;  afte^ards 

'propofing  to  Mcflrs.  Melliih  and  Mr.  Morgan  if  they  had  aoy 

' '    .'  ■  ol^edioa 
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o^edion  to  give  ia  their  propofaJs  pn  thokjet^ ;  «dduigi  thUi 
ay  h<  did  not  wifh  to  tnlcc  them,  by  inrpnxc^  U  they  defi^aj 
deia)rtoconrult' their  friends^  and  think  further  oo  itthcairetvcSir 
the^  alight  hay?  it.  .  Mef{r&.  NlfllUhi^s  (did»,  U^t.af |4£l9jr>Di|ibi 
be'  prejudicial  to  public  bufiaefs^' they  now  dfcidfd  tl^at  tl^Tf 
ihotildtiot.     Mr.  Morgan  alfo  dedlned  It.  r  o  .^ 

The  Chaaccllor  of  the  Exchequer  ihfcu  retired,  vitl^^ilbaQo*. 
veraar  and  Deputy  Governor  a  few  minutes,  aad  fectkd  i^h^ 
ielf  in  the  following  manner :  -:  4 

For^^^  lOQ  -•  £*  1^0  ^pirtmt,  ConfiiUdated  «4iiinArei«F 
25  Reduced  Annoities  3 /^ /r/»r.  *  -' 
6/6  Long  Annuit]^.  '  • 

whh  the  ofual  difeoofit^  for  prompt  payment,  &c.  &c.  &c,  .      ." 
The  contraAofft  then  claimed  to  know  whether  any  farther 
fmmi  would  be  raifed  'wlfMn  the  terms  rf  the  payments  of  the 
Loan.         .  '  ■       ■    ^ 

«  Mr.  Pitt  rdelvcd  to  himfeff  the  power,  if  ncceffiry,  to  pcr- 
mk«  farther  Loan  for  the  Emperor  iis  far  a^  three. millions,  :^d* 
faid  that  he  fiMuld  orobably  ifltie'  otie  mHlton  aad  a  half  £x- 
cheqoer  Bills  on  the  market  ff  he  wanted*  xif;>Qd  tie  referyecf 
aMo'chc  power  to  fund  Navy  "BiHs  towards  the  nilfi die  of  the 
year  to  tJie  amoDnt  of  five  miltinns.  If  he  fhoa1d'£nd  it  necef-V 
lary— He  alfo  added,  that  (hould  he  wi(h  to  add  another  mUlipn 
to  the  Loan,  and-  make  it  in -all  nineteen  millions,  if  in  tliai 
cafe  whether  they  would  have  any  objedion'  to  take  it  alfo  \  to' 
tJus  tbcy  afleoted. 

Withdrew. 

■-    Received  and  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morgan  to  the  chair- 
nan  of  the  Committee,  dated  17th  Jannaiy  179$»  (bating/ 
•     Dhflt  the  fubfcribers  to  his  lift  think  it  improper  that  Ke 
ihould  deliver  in  their  names;  which  letter  is  inferted  in' 
Appendix,  No.  11. 
Alto,  received  and  read  another  letter  from  Mr.  Morgan,  of 
the  fame  date,  refpeding  his  propofal  of  the  7th  of  !De- 
cember»  Acting,  that  tl^  gentlemen  intending  to  be  joint 
fecurltirs  had  cancelled  their  names ;  which  letter  is  in- 
ferted  in  Appendix,  No.  la. 
Alfo,  received  and  read  another  letfcr  from  Mr;  Morgan* 
dated  20th  of  Janoary,  containing  hb  opinion  refpedung 
the  difierence  between  the  offers  likely  to  be*made  be- 
tween the  competitors  for  the  Loan  ;  wcich  letter  is  alio 
:        inferted  in  Appendix,  No.  13.  ' 

,'.  Aeoount  of  ttoney  received  at  the  B*nk  on  the  Loan  of 
1795,  on  the  ril  of  Auguft  and  24}.th  of  November  1795, 
.    delivered  in  and  read;-  and  is  inferted  in  Appendix, 
ct      No.  14. 
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GEORGE  RIDGt,  Efijuirc,  calkd  in,  and  tiOLtnititd: 

392.     A  R£  y«u  a  fubftriber  to  the  prelect  Loan  ? 

-«»-    Yc»i  in  the  lift  ^  Mr.  Robarts,  lo^^e  ainoflikt  of 
/.  16,000, 

iM.  Is  that  whole  fum  for  yourfelf^  *   ►'     '•• 

^  «f Mf  Md  parxacj^^the hoiife  of  Biddolph^  Opaka;  and 
Co.  . 

394.  Is  the  Committee  then  to  ufniejrftaad  that  no  otlier  pfr* 
fon  whatever  has  any  intered  ip  tlie  fajBOCt  dircAfy  or  isdiffCdljr*  * 
.^cepc  the  partners  in  the  houfe? 

The  partners  have  not  the  whole  of  it* 
,     50$'  Will  yoa  ftate  to  the  Comiaktea  the  nanes  o£  tlic^.oCher 
pedOiMj  excluOve.of  the  {.artnets  in  thfi^houfe^  wihahmcAoio* 
icreft  in  that  fam  »^  ...  .       .♦  ^!.  .r 

1  bag  kave  to  decline  anfwering  that  quefiioa  s  but  they  arQ 
all  cuftonaei's  of  the  banking  houfc. 

196.  Have  )roa  any  objedtioa  ^  llate  what  part  the  Koufe  has^ 
ana  what  pari  is  divided  among  the  cu^oners  ? 
I  beg  to  decline  anfwering  that  queKlon. 
597.  Would  yoii  ohjcft  to  afk  permlflioQ  of  yoflr  cuHomen  ta 
deliver  in  their  names  ? 
No.  .      .  •  -  ■ 

Withdrew.  . 

And  the  wltncfs  betnjj  again  called  in,  a*ul  ac^uatoted,  that  the 

^Committee  had  refofvcd,  ••  That'it  is  of  cfTcniial  importance  ta  the 

'•.^public,  tlrtt  tjie  lift's  of  the  feveral  gentlemen  %*h©  aic  the  Tob- 

''  fcrlbers  to  the  prefcnt  Loan,  under  the  contradors  £pr  the  dlX 

'''  Loan,  Ihoald  be  d^IivereH  in  to  the  Commiitee  :'* 

He  wastaficed, 

^9$.  Do  you  perfift  to  decline  giving  in  their  names  now  ? 
Yts  }  I  wiih^ril  to  mention  it  to  my  partners^   . 

Wltlidrew. 

CODSCHALL  J0HKSON>'Erqijire/ called  in,  and  examined. 

-  399.  Aft  you  a  faWcnber  to' the  prefent  Loati  ? 

Yev;  in  the  lift  of  Boyd,  BenHeld,  and  Go.  to  tht  aoKmnrtf 
/.  350,000, 

4^oo.  Is  that  whole  fam  for  yoorfclf? 
.     I  toofc  the  Whole  fubfcrfpiion  fdr  myfetf,  witfc  a  vJfew  of  fivittg 
fome  to  fhme  partleular  friends.' 

40 1.  Have  yoQ  any  obje^on^  to  dfhVof-M  llie  nftm^B  #f  thdfe 
pcnort?,  to  whom  yott  diUributed  that  part  of  ^e  fUm  wfckfc  y«ta 
did  not  retsiu  ?  -*     ♦•  •• 

Icaa 
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I  can  bftre  no  poflible  objedHpn,  but  I  certjajnlf  .wi(h  to  tsoia* 
munic^te  i^ith  them  before  I  dtlirer  Va  \h^ir  nippies  ;  and  I  will 
cohfult  thexny'and  commnnica*^  the  rcfuli  thereof  to  the  Com^* 

Withdrrw, 

.  JOHN  jyttUS  ANGERSTEIN,  EfquJrc,  ctfeivb  and* 
examined.  '  ,  .  ,, 

462.  Are  you  a  fubicriber  to  the  prefetit  Loin  f 
'  Yat  9  iti  ifaerlll^ftf  Boyd,  Beirfleld,  arid  Co.  ^^bciMMUit  of 
/.  350,000, 

'  403.'l8tliar<ylR^famlor70ttrfolf?       * 
'  Mrt  ttiilf » «tod  piu-t  4W  fmtids.  ' 

404.  Haveroa  any  obj«£iioii  td  dclt^ir  in  to  ^leCoAOHtlM 
the  name^of  tMfe  friendi,  «Hit]|  the  rafpadive  foffi^F 
i  laM  ttot'^  libet-ty^'t<y  4o  that — itfmtt  cofftfiilt  my  frienda 
apoa m  wliioh  I  udlttakt  dieaartfat^opttortutiiiy  of  dasi^;  aflA 
willcommuntcate  therefuU  to  the  X^smmktee;  ' 

CHARLES  HERRI£S»  Efqimo,  caUed^in^  anLaaiaamedi 

405*  Are  yon  a  fubfcriber  to  the  prefent  Loan  1 
,  Ye8&  ii^  th^  Uft  of  Boydf.  Beoftcldy  wn^Co*  to  i]iMmouat«S 

gf .    256,006. 

406.  Is  that  whole  fum  for  yonrfelf?  •    . 

No;  iheM  i$  ^,^150^000'  for  tny  houfe,  and/.  too»QOO  for 
friends,  who  applied  10  me  to  procure  theai  ibme  of  theX.ofiu 

.407,  H^ve  you  any  objedion  to  deliver  in  to  the  Committee 
the  oattiei of  tkoCe friends,  wfth the reTpeEtire  fams t  ^'  . 
.  Pecfenallj  I  Itave  none,  but  I  do  4)at  conceive  I  am  warranted 
to  do  fo  without  aiking  their  pcrmiilion,  which  I  will  take  ths 
earlieft  opi>orrttnity' of  doing,  and  wili  commttoicate  the  rehilt  to 
ibc  Committee, 

WicBdi^. 

Mr.  ^VILLIAM  HANCOCK  called  m,  and  examined^. 

408^  Ane  yon  a  fabfcrib^'r  tothc  prefent  Loan? 
Notmyfclf,  but  the  quantity  of  the  Loan  which  ftandi  in  my 
name,  to  the  amount  of  £.  200  000,  U  the  one  half  of  the  $im 
for  which  Smith,  Payne,  and  Smithsi  to  whom  I  am  clerk,  were 
named  in  Mr.  Boyd's  lift, 

'  409.  Do  you  know  wdiether  Aat  fom  was  for  the  account  of 
•the  hoiife  only,  or  was  diftribnted  among^  any  other- perfoaa^ 

Notonlythe/.  20o»oooinmynamc,  but  ao  additional  fom  of 
jf  ♦?aQ«,oco  in  tne  name  of  Richard  Ofwip,  was  divided  as^  ng 
^6%  houfci,  coftomers  and  cor refpondentt  with  Smith,  Payne^  ^m 
Sflniiha, 

410*  Ibve 
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:  41 Q.  ,Have  you  ^iiy  objc^ion  todtlivef  in  to  Ae'CbmiurAcc 
tht  names  of  thofe  cq  Homers  and :  correfpondcACl^  with  t^e  re«' 
fpeftiTcfam^?  .      .. ,      • 

J  And  he  delivered  m  theliH.] 

4{i', 'T)o'you  know,  of  your  own  knowledgie,  thU'tlibfe  Attn^T 
^ere  diftrihuted  in  tbc  prfecife  manner  as  is  iUte4  -in  tlve  Uft  de- 
livered in  by  yb\x  I  ''...- 
'    Idos  sod  that  the.houfe  did  not  retain  any  ptHfortkHA- 
fclves,  ^ 

412.  Will  you  ilate  the  reafoo  cfllieftthrciiptkNi  aUottedto 
Mefirs.  Smith,  Payne,  and  Smiths,  being  put  intoytrar  ttime 
and  Mr*  Ofwin's^  and  not  in  that  of  the  houw*? 

On  account  of  the  vaft  Dumber  of  receipts  of  ^Mdd  the  Taiii 
wascompofed*  all  of  which  required  our  indoferaenti  and  m 
•rder  to  avoid  to  the  paitaers  the  tmaUowf  %«ing  thtm,  at  it 
'would  have  interftfed  ^Mfe>:lbeii'  moreiimponant  ett|(i(£^»€tiit»9 
and  thAt\thc.reccJ{pt8  -^ayiAg  pafled  tbrangh  Mr^  Ofwia^s  and  my 
bandsonlyt  it  wouJdnuH-e.certaiiilyafcertain  the  rcgnlat  delivery 
ofthem  toibe.jrefpcaivepariiea*.    ..»  *  ' 

Withdrew*    - 

TtfOMA^  HAMMERSLfiY.  Efquirc.  called  ioi  andezs^ed. 

413.  Are  you  a  fubfcribcf  to  the  prefcpt  Loan  ? ^ 

Yei ;  in  Mr.  Boyd's  lift,  to  the  amount  of  J^^  ioa«ooa» 

414;  Is  that  whole  fum  for  yourfelf  J  .... 

'   ^^  .  •  .  •  .  ^  ■" 

41 5 .  Have  yon  any  objeflion  to  deliver  in  to  the  Committee  t|i|^ 

lonesof  thofe  to  whom  you  may  have  diftributed  a  part  of  that 

fiim? 

1  caa  have  ly)  obje^n  in  my  own  perfon,  bnt  as  it  is  a  matter 

of  great  delicacy,  I  fiiould  wiih  to  confult  the  parties  before  I  do 

it,  which  I  will  do  immediately,  and  communicate  the  refult  t« 

the  Committee^!  refer ved  to  the  houfe  £.  16,000. 

WUhdrew. 

Sir  RQB&RT  HERRIE8  called  in,  and  csamioed,      , 

AX^.  Mt  yon  a  fubfcriber  to  the  prefent  Loan  ? 

xcs ;  in  Mr.  Boyd's  lift,  to  the  amount  of  £,  80,000. 

417.  Is  that  whole  fum  for  yourfelf  ? 

No ;  J  afkedr  for  a>  larger  fum  in-  the  name  of  niy  banking 
houfe,  and  for  account  ot  that  houfe,  its  friends  and  Cufbrneis/ 
bucno  more  than  £,  80,000  was  granted  me  ;  and  that  {imi  wis 
divided  among^  thr-fe  friends  and  employers  of  the  houfe,  and  W 
account  of  the  houfe  itfclf,  tro  rata  of  the  fum  aflccd.  '  ^ ^ 

418.  How  much  of  that  Aim  wafs  kept  for  the  hcufe? 

:  ^fl  I  X)OQo.  and  fome  odd  hundreds.  *.***> 

4x9.  WiU 


'.  ^4S9p  Will  f0tt  !hce  the  BAoMa  cif  thoftf  p^Hbns  td  wfaomlhe 

I  have  not  brought  the  lift  withme^  becaufe  I  confideredltqn:* 
nccelTary,  it  being  a  general  rale  in  the  banking  Une  of  bufincft, 
not  to  divulge. any  tlyiqg  concerning  that  bufiqefs  without  being 
forced  fo  to  do  in  the  courfe  of  law»  or  withont  having  the  per* 
i9i;ffiOiM)f  the  particft*  and  of  the  fodecr  of  bankers  in  g^ncx^l, 
€oii(iUDg.^f.4(>  Jw|ito»  for  departing  frooi  a  geneial  nile  in 
that  buiinefs. 

4ao»  -la  there  hdk.  a  foctety.  of  baakera,  or  where  does  ic 
exift? 

There  in  and  it  meets  generally  at  the  London  Coffee-HouTe^ 
LudgateHitt.     . 

421.  Is  the  rale  you  allade  to  reduced  to  writing,  and  do  yoti. 
conflderU  a^^bkulmg  oathemembtfrB  of  the  fdtitfty  to  whidiyou 
aliade?.         .        » 

lit  is  not  reditcacd  to  vrMngi  not  U  it  any  rule  particularly  of 
that  fociety  of  <  bankcif^  whkli  is  Indltnted'  ehkfly  to  profecute 
focgevs^tat  tk9'0onaadneglpSllceoFtlle^f6toi(Hrf  i'httt'l  underftand 
it  xo  ha¥t  btoii  a  gcnefal  vnlo^-tliiio  4itinietoio»al  Miotic  banken^ 
not  to  divulge  the  fiiuation  of  the  accouAft  in  thtir  books  wtthoat 
being  fonead  fo  to  <to»  or  permitted  as rb^foro-mcntioned.    • 

422.  Will  you  defire  the  permiiTion  of  the  parties  to  wboip  tk« 
fuiM  alluded  to  have  been  albtted,  and  oA  receiving  fuch  peraiA 
fiMt  are  yoii  ready  to  deliver  in  a  lift  of  their  namea? 

I  have  no  objeaion  to  do  fo*  ^ 

423.  Had  yoaf  houfe  any«  and  what  Ihare  in  the  Loan  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  1795? 

Yes ;  the  fame  Turn. 

^24. 'Rave  you  any  (hare  In  the  prefent  Loan  in  any'ptbeft 
name  ? 
No. 

Withdrew, 

PASCOB  GRENFELL,  Efquire,  called  in,  and  examined. 

Are  yon  a  fubfcriber  to  the  pveient  Loan,  in  what  lift,  and  for 
what  fum  ?  .  . 

I  am  a  fubfcriber  in  the  lift  of  Meflirs.  Robarts,  Curtis^  and  Col 
for  the  fum  of  £.  2Z2»500— and  in  the  lift  of  'Mrfih.  Thelluifcna 
I  have  £»  5,goc>-*and  at  a.  direHor  of  the  Royal  £achaagc  In* 
furance  I  nave  £,  7,000.  * 

426.-  la  the  wholeof  that  fain  of  £.  ii2»5oo  on  ytnv  own  ac- 
count/ ••'... 

ttisnot.'  .  ^     '.. 

427.  State  to  the  Committee  the  names  of  the parttet among 
whom  that  fum  it  dtfti  ibuced  ? 

Ic  will  be  with  great  regret  if  I  do  not  conlbrft  to  the  itiehitioa 
of  the  Committee  which  has  been  juft  read  to  xne^bat  as  at  thil 

time 
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ciiBcwimi  I  agreed  that  ceitatii  ^entkmen  flioold  bold  ceitaia 
portions  of  the  fums  which  fiand  in  017  iiaiiie»  I  promifed  not  ta 
■KtttiQRtlKtr  nuMf»«-I  reCpoftfiiDy  iroft  the  Cooiaiticc  will  not 
prefkflielbtDdQs  I  win  however  ftate  that  ^.90^000  of  tMfiua 
feeloogs  to  my  paitneis  Thomaa  Williaim»  Owen  Waikap^  Wu^ 
liam  GfcnfeH^  John  Grenfcll,  and  myfelf. 

428.  Will  yott  lolicit  thepermiifion  of  thepcribQsaaoaffwhom 
die  reoniDder  of  ^  that  fmn  wat  diftnbiued,  ifk  »4cli«cr  ut  dtar 
names,  and  if  obtained  to  deliver  them  ? 

I  will»  add  will  commooicate  the  ref ok  t«i  nUt  Cmmmkkft.    . 

Withdrew. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  KER>  Efqniie,  cdkd inland  eaasiaed^ 

*  •     *  •  •   .  * 

^3<).  Are  yoa  a  fybfcriber  to  the  preTcntlMaft  in  iriMit  Ul^ 
ana  ror  what  forn? 

lam,  fnMr.Boyd^i,  rartliafiim4>f£.irSl>«ooo. 

4^0.  Is  the  whole  of  that  fiin!i.<on  your  Qwaa^QOiml^ 

The  whole  fo#  my  a««OQafc  «d  that  «f  a  lelalioa-  «f  iaii^».  mjr 
brother  Janwa  Ker.  £.  1  ja^eoo  ibr  myfelf  and  dM  HH  ht^  mf 
bro«ite« 

431.   Had    no  oiher  perfim  hmt  y»i»felf.a  Aaia  ia  tkl 

£.  LS2.O00  ?  ' 

. .  No  perfon  whktfbevcr* 

Withdrew^ 

G¥ORGB  WOODFORD  THELLU3S0N«  Uq^t^s^ 
in,  and  examined^  .    « 

.  431.  Areyott  ftfubfcriberintheprefeftLoanj  inWhatliftpfod 
Ibrwh^tfumf 

I  am,  in  the  lift  of  Peter  Thelhlflbn,  for  the  fam  of  A  2459000. 

43}.  Is  the  whole  of  that  fnm  on  your  own  accountr 

Not  entirely. 

434*  Will  yoa  fiate  to  the  Committee  to  whopi  an j  part  of 
that  aim  was  allotted  ?  * 

1  It  was  to  myfclf,  correfj^ondeaw,  and  noMdy  elfcw 

43$.  Have  yott  any  objedion  to  deliver  in  a  lift  of  thofs  corre*  1 

fpondeata»  with  the  rcfpe^ive  fums  d]f(rtbsttd  to  them  t  ■  I 

.    I  fiuntld  wiih  not  la  deliver  it  withoiic  their  permiffioo.  | 

..  j^6»  Will.TOtt  eadeavonr  taobtain  that  pcnnii&oo»  and  then  td 
dehver  in  to  tke  Committee  this  names  ?  .      ' 
. .  Jicertaiidx  iWDuhl';'J>ttt.!i  Was  ail  diftributed  to  peribna  abroad. 

'437*  Whatfum  or  fums  ftands  in  the  name  of  any  othpr  part 
ef  your  family  of  which  you  can  give  an  account  ?  . 
7  I  hclieve.-apl^'^*  200,000  in  the  name  of  my  hrotber  Chasjksf 
and  I  (hould  with  to  give  an  accoaotof  the  ^oie^.^5>QM 
together,  at  the  ^.  200,000  was  only  pot  ia  the  naihe  of  sAy 
fcrother  for  Ihe  convenience  of, iadoifing  the  receipt  i«  and  he  hadL 
tto  concern  in  the  management  of  it« 

438.  How 
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438.   }iow  ffkuch  of  (Uat  £.  4451O09  was  reuined  for  the 

fldpfc?  .  .    ,  . 

'  £.  400,069.  '  • 

4J9.  Had  no  Qther  perfonB  whatever  any  intereil  in  tkat  fijm^ 

1^  other  perfoA  except  we  three  brothers,  ttnlefsfoiiie^paFt  o£ 

^hat»  which  we  have  made  prefents  of.  to  reUttons.  '  *  • 

ViLLIAM  MELLISH;  Efq.  caUed  m,  and  eaamined.  '  \ 

440.  Did  you  off#r  yourftrlf  to  contrad  for  the  late  Loan  ? 

'  We  attended  in  Downing  Street  on  the  25th  of  November,  with 
an  intention  of  hearing  Mr.  Pitt's  propofals  for  the  enfaing  Loan, 
and  of  goiag  on  Friday  Sallowing  to  bid  for  it, 

441.  Wmyou  ftatp  the  circumftanccs  which  led  you  to  wait  on 
the  OteMoellor  of 'the  Exchequer  with  that  intention,  and  what 
paired  thereupon  ? 

The  lafl  and'the  fUtM  dclteraunatioii  t)f  our  going  ^np  to  the 
Chancellor  of  th!e  Exchequer  on  the  Wedndday*  *w^  from  a  let- 
ter whkh  wr  i«eeiired  frodi  -  Mr.  Rofe  the  er^iap  bcfoce,  pur- 
porting; thatif  .wewifluU  to  have  any  oonimuniactioncon^emiQ]; 
the  Loan  we  ibottld  attend  as  the  next  day ;  bpt  we  were  always 
^ed  to  underftandy  from  dtfierent  drqun^^ces,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  intended  to  have  a  competition  for  the  Loan. 
*— We  arrived  in  Downingj  Street,  ana  were  introduced  into  a 
room  together,  where  we  waited  Tome  time;  during  which  time 
Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Robarts  were  called  out  of  the  room,  and,  as 
I  fttppoftdy  to  have  an  interview  with  the  Ch^cellor  of  the  fix* 
chequer.  In  a  fiiort  time  Mr.  Roborts  "and  alfo  Mr.  Boyd  re- 
turned, and  afterwards  we  were  all  introduced  into  another  room  ; 
and^Iiitle  time  afterward,  the  Cfaancelldr of' the  Exchequer,  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Baidt>  Mr.  Rofe,  and  Ml*. 
Long,  I  believe,  came  into  the  room^— The  Chascelbr  of  the 
Exchequer  mentioned,  that  before  be  could  enter  toto  any  cpn- 
verfation  in  regard  to  what  the  Loan  was  to  be  compofed  of,  or 
fomethidg  to  that  putpoie,  he  muft  flrft-  relate  to  us  a  circum- 
ilance  which  had  happened— —He  then  '  took  up  a  paper  tn  l^s 
hand,  and  faicL  that  the*  Gbntlemtn  that  had  contnided  for 
Che  laft  Loan,  felt  themfdves  aggrieved  from  his  wiihiiig  to  ratfe 
a  new  Loan  before  the  payments  on  the  laft 'were  fully  made,  k» 
they  nnderftbod,  in  the  former  connmft  for  thie  laft  Loan,  :it  wiis 
'i  donditlon,  that  there  fliould  be  nonew  Loan  ij^ed  before  M  the 
payments  in  that  Loan  were  made:  .     '  * 

Tbeliieve  the  Chancellorof  the ExAcquer'Acnfaid,  ^ehs^d  it- 

ceived  a  memorial  from  Mei&s.  Boyd,  ftatimr  a  prOpofition  to  tbe 

other  competitors ;  and  then  applied  t6  'Mefiri.  Boyd,  wheibp: 

they  had'  any  obje^oh  to  his  rcaain^  it.;  fo  which  they  an^erody 

;  that tley'had not— The  Chancellor  of'thefixdjequerimmediatay 

'theu  read  the  memprial,  rhe  purport  of  whi^  was,  th^t  Mr. 

;  -•    ';•     •  •     •••      .'•■-■  ■    -It  ^  •-    -     '    .   ^^»  -  ^  Morgka 


•  Morgan  and  oarfelves  hereto  bid  for- the  Loan  9  aikl  ikai  McfT:?, 
Boyds  were  to  have  the  refufal,  upon  the  bell  ofFcr;  at  one 
half  ^^r  cffitf  better  for  the  public — 1  believe  I  tlien  faid;  iiiimc- 

^dtateFf  after  the  Ghariccllor  of  the  Exchequer  Ifad  read  the  paper, 
that  it  was  impoifiblc-^I  rather  think  I  repeated  the  words,  "  It 
•*  is  impofijble^"  iv^  or-  three  times— ^The  converiation,  thjft 
imflle^iateiy  afterwards  enfued  was,  whether  MefTs.  Boyds  oaght 
to  have  that  pr^ferenct  w|iich  they  ftatcd,  and  diiFcrcnt  opinions 
were  exprcffed.  '  Mf.  Morgan  appeared  to  wilh  to  fcntcr  into  tbc 
difcuflionwith  the  .Chancellor  of  the  £xcheqtter>  whether  Meflrf, 

.Boyds  were^entitled  to  that  p^efcrenec ;  and  1  believe,  I  rather  in - 
ILcirupted  himV zji(i/tSiiiR  nxyfelf  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exch^- 

*quer*i  faying,  that  1  really  thought  ihat  was  a  point  that   fhoufi 

,he.fet^lcd  beuvecn  himHnd  Meiffs.  Boyd';  for  that,  not  be  ngnre- 
fent  at  the  bargain  of  the  preceding  JLQaa,We  could  riot  oea 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  their  having  a  prcfeieucc  ;   and  ac  any 

.jisitc^it  was  a  poi|it  I^thc^ught  ought  not -to  be  difco^fcd  bytis^; 

.  and  1^  believe  the  .Chancellor  of"  the  Exchequer  acquicfced  that  i 

.was  right — M'r.Mctrgan  appeared  ftlHto  wi(h  to,  enter  into  the 


fent  AockhcildeijsJ  Some  Utile  converfatiop  then  enfued  between 
,Mr,  "Boyd  and  Mr.  Rrjorga'n  ;  and  Mrl  Boyd  fafd,  he  was  a  great 
iilockholder ;  I  did  not  tear  cxaftly  v^hat  Tuwi  y.  but  I  afterwards 

heard  [hat  hcfaia  It  was 'for  a  lar^c  afnoupt.  •  I  think  rhen  JWf. 
'  Morgan  II ill  purfueU  his  wiih  for  ^  difcufllon,  and  faid  fomcthing 

i^^rpgarj  to  Mr.  Pitt's  .conjuft ;  and,  from  what  Mr.  Pitt  rcpVcd 
^  to  Mr.  Morgan,  tKc  Chancellor  of'tKc  Exchequer  certainly  did  not 
'  fc^ra  to  be^pleafed;  ^^telJjexeMr*  Pitt  (iid  to  usi^.would  yon  wifli 

to  hav^  any  flrac^o  coHiicIer  of  this  piopofjiVf  I'lmnicdiateiy  an- 
'fwefcd,'!  ih'uik  f  Taid,  'j  I  was  aftoni&c(},;*r>aslurpHfed  ind<^d, 

to  l^ave  fi^ch  a  projioi^t ma3e  to  us ;  and,  that  as  we  {meaning  zr*|'- 

felt  aijd^my  Broilie'rl  were  of  the  fame.pgjnion,  th^t  we  diq  not 

llilntitwas  yatQi^j'-r^'tti^ fame  time,. it  v^'cujld^ive  us  plcaiTure 
. to  .conTult.our  fi  lends,; \ fc^r^^"  turning  to  Mv^'Pitt,  ?(aid,  yon  rr.uft 
,he^i^hl^  we  da  lio^.  f opitf  fpr  j8^  mill ioh^ for  oiirfclves-rff^"^^ 
;>^UtTtvatipn  a^rwarf^  took  pla<;e,.'the  -ptirport  of  which  I  'do  n^t 
^^hin^^as  ma^criajl,  Cy^etbcr  Meffis.  J^oydOiouId  have  the  pirefex- 
«if  fi'^  jL-A  lit^e  m^i/^J*?^.^?^  place, \vhcii  Mr.  Pjtt  turhc^d  unto 
jj;py/^P59ther  an4  pi/^t^^p^  i^^ -Would   you  wiih.to.have  two  or 

tnree  dayV?  1  ttuevrrhad  iard  to  him  btfo.e,.itiat  we  IhouWBe 
..i^xiri^cly/jui:rj,tO|,h/^jan^,4*?''^n  lo  his  prcUn't  I^oan  by-arf)^ 

^.^t,^wf^did  npt^tl^mKK^pjgaim^^^  to  u*  tptakelh^  time  fur  cc>d- 

ifiJer;aiipn^  X*  **  ^i^?Si  ?'?^^?»?P^  ^*'  ^*  V^^f?»  ^""M,"l»  ropnd'to  cjy 

]  J^r-tJ^f;  (^'hi'>  ^i^Jj(¥%Ji>.4^»^^^^^^  iv^^jcjuld  hi  t  accept  itfVpt 

'  iRat  I  n  •  ft  reg  toT^y^i  Vas  alloriilh'ed  aqtl'!fi»rjprlfed  to  bear  fucK 

a  pic)poicI  inadc  iroin  oae  IJt  'of  mer^utiTe  ineu'tb  another  let; 

(or 
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for  that  jo  «ny  large  tranfaAicm,  the  laoni^nt  it  wks  c6nchided, 
itff^ral  pcfibas  would  bf  read/  to  give  yru  a. profit  upon  it/tHity 
upon  the  idea  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing,  or  words  to^;  that 
tnttA-^A  paufe  here  ttfok  place  agaiii»  ahd  •in  a  ihort  dfnc  Mr. 
fiu  looked  at  us  a9.i£fai:,wiihed  us  to  wkhdraw,  on  wl^'ch  we  im-* 
m^iately  left  tbe^rac9«n«  In  going  tbroogh  the  Dai&g^,'Mr« 
Mf^rgan  £aid*  \*  a  wprd  with  you/'  abd  took  me  and  my  brother  . 
afi4e,  and  faid,  what  do  you  think  of  fealingiip  propdfals,  ot£)me-f 
tbio;^'  50  that  effea?.aod.  I  immediately  anfwercd*  that  i  leoUd 
^t  ^hink  of  having'Boy  thin^  to  do  with  it,  .  '    .     > 

442.  H<ive  you  ever  heard  it  maiiitaiaed*  amoag-perionsln  the 
iiabitof.contrading  fur  Loans,  that  MdSh.  ficyydiindCo.  hiid  any 
claim  to  the  preference  ihey  demanded  on  the  gnund  of  Coait# 
snon  ixfage  and  pra£lice,  independent  of  any  •  ^cciiic  fengage- 
«ent? 

It  has  happened  on  a  former  Xoan  that  a  mlnid'^r  declared,  aa 
jvrell  as  I  recoiled  that  he  would  not  raife  any  .more  money  before 
jdl  the  payments  were  made  on  the  preceding  Loan ;  and  I  cer« 
tatnly  ihould  think  if  a  minii^er  made  meitcha  promtfe,  that  his 
nttemptiog  tp  make  a  frelh  Loan  beforeaU  the  payments  on  a  pre- 
ceding one  would  not  be  right,  but  if  it  wei«  abTolutely  neceSary 
for  the  count  ry,  I  do  not  thinki  fliouldhaverQafon  myfelf^as  the 
pcecodiog  contra£knr,  to  detaaad  of  htm  the  preference^  unleft  I 
«ras  a  great  flockholder ;  but  had  Inot  afiy  ilock,  I  certainly  thiak 
that  every  perfon  upon  my  liil  who  was  poiTvITcd  of  any  of  the  prct 
ceding  Loan,  woidd  have  great  reafoa  t<>  complain,  and  would 
.uodonbtedly  have  a  rieht  to  come  to  me,  and  beg  my  interference 
urUh  the  minifler  for  the  Loan  not  to  takeplace^or  to  get  whatever 
prefetence  or  beaefit  I  could  lor  th.-'iofs  they  might  fuilain  as 
holders  of  the  flock  which  the^  had  purchafod,  on  the  ground  that 
no  new  Loan  would  be  made  until  a  fixed  period  :'bot  without  a 
fpecific  agreement  that  he  would  not  raife  another  Loan  before  all 
the  payments  on  the^p^eceeding  one*  wore-made,  I  (hould  certainly 
ithiokbe  had  a  right  to  raiftr  anoihrr  wheViever  he  thought  proper^ 
4vithout  the  preceding  cfintra^lors  having  a  right  to  any  preference 
whatever. 

443«  Before  the  day  when  you  attended  Mr.  Pitt»  had  you  iny 
fcafon  to  doubt  that  ihe  Loan  would  be  open  to  computation  on 
equal  terms  f 

I  certainly  had  fome  little  fufpicion  that  it  wculd  not  be  by 
«ompetition»  but  was  thoroughly  convinced  in  my  own  mind  be« 
iore  t  went  up  that  it  would  be  ;  but  when  Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr. 
jRobarts  were  called  out  of  the  room  at  Mr*  Pin's,  I  had  a  fufpi<» 
ition  that  it  would  not  be  by  competition,  and  faid,  **  Hey  day 
."  a  ffcret  committee,"— on  the  morning  before  wc  went  up  feme 
body  faid  to  me  that  he  had  fiill  a  fufpicion,  and  I  anfwcred  that 
it  ^aa  impoiBUe,  for  that  .we  had  received  a  Iccier  from  Mr,  Rofe 
dc/iring  our  attendance  that  morning.  .      ' 

a  a  3  444.  At 
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.  444*  At  wbftt  tiUMy  )iiii  im  .wfat  grmuoA,  did  t^v  firft^cnter* 
faivtheiafinaaftnKBtipnedia  tile  ftrft  wonb  of  yo«r  tflft  dm* 
f«rer?  ^  . 

Ic«A'texaaiyibt€  the  titie  I  hadtkatfer{Hei<Ni,  norliad  I 
any  other  groimd  than  the  geaend  co»rerfiitiott  of  my  irieod^  and 
thefvblto^l  ihodd  fsy,  I  beliere  one  graoad  that  «as  iqioned 
was^  that  heluid  pfomiied  Mefln .  Boyd'»  party  oa  thefonacf  Loaa 
that  hewoold  oot  raife  another  till  all  the  pajfaeiag  treve  nada 
and  at  it  would  in  aU  probability  be  aecelary  to  make  a  ffeih 
Loan  before  the  terminatioD  of  the  payment  on  the  preceding  o&e> 
h  tioold  not  be  done  wTthmit  Mr^  Boyd's  acqaieicence'. 

44(.  Had  yon  no  4»her  groands  for  eftcertaioing  that  liifpi* 

I  had  no  other  graunda  than  that  ftaglfl  one  afhkh  I  have 
before  related,  as  well  aa  die  general  caorerfation  of  the  pnb* 
Ke. 

446.  Can  yon  TeccdleA  whetber 7011  ever  rcoetfvd  any  mtinaadon 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  on  this  fo^e^,*  nantely,  that  the 
Loan  wottld  or  woold  vat  be  by  compctitityn  f 

Being  intimate  wnbdie'Governor,  I-oenainly  havt  had:dii«- 
lent  conTerfatioQs  with  him,  and  think  I  may  laiely  fay  I  have 
heard  his  doubtf  one  way  or  the  other* 

-  447.  Did  the  Oovernor  of  the  Bank  ever  fuggeft  to  yoa  any 
particalar  reafbn  for  thiaking  that  the  Loan  windd  be  giveo  to 
Meflrs-BoydaodCo.? 

I  do  not  think  that  lean  fay  that  he  aftoally  ftated  any  abfolnte 
reafon  why  Meilb.  Boyd  and  Co.  would  get  the  Loan,  bnraf  it 
was  faid  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  a  promife  oot  to  raife:-  aaother 
Loan  before  the  payments  on  the  laft  were  made,  his  «oa(ver- 
iations  feemed  to  tead  that  it  wat  likely  M eflrt.  Boyd  might  gat 
lome  preference. 

448.  Did  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  ever  mention  to  yons^hat 
a  fervic«  had  been  readered  in  the  coorie  of  the  fommer  to  the 
treafary  by  Mei&s.  Boyd  and  Co.  in  a  pecuniary  tranfadion,  which 
SHght  influence  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  t«  giye  the  pre* 
ference  in  the  Loan  to  thofe  gentlemen  ? 

I  do  not  recoiled  any  particular  converfation  with- the  Governor 
on  this  fnbjeA,  bat  it  is  very  probable,  and  indeed  I  may  fay  more 
than  probable,  that  he  has  been  by  when  I  have  been  in  converfa* 
tion  with  others  on  the  fnbjed  of  the  drafts  from  Hamburgh,  or 
that  I  may  have  had  fome  conver&tion  with  him  on  that  fobjed— 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  ever  faid  tome  po* 
fitively  that  he  thought  the  mioifler  had  received  accommodatioA 
'  lirom  Meflrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  $  hot  I  canaot  fay  I  ever  knew  him 
contradid  the  general  report  amongft  my  friends  that  it  arasfnp* 
pofed  thofe  dr^ts  were  an  accommodation  to  the  minifter* 

449.  Can  you  recoiled  what  he  did  fay  to  you  on  this  poibt  f 
I  cannot  exad'y.  -  • 

450.  Will 


.  -  ALPORT  FROM  TUB  SIUCT  <rOMMITTEB,  kc «         l/tt 

r   450*  W31  ^Ott  ifaMt,  as  nearly' as  yon  €an,  the  preclfe  terms 

whftch  yott  would  havt  offered  for  ihe  Loan  on  Vt  edncfday  the  .25111 

of  November? 

,    It  tft  impoftUe  I  cap»  for  we  did  riot  00  that  day  go  np  to  Mr. 

Put's  for  llie  ptti|K»fe  of  bidding  for  the  Loan. 

'   4$A*  Did.you*  from  the  wkole  of  what  ptifed  hetwoen  yoo  aad 

th^  G«Rretaor  of  the  Bank  on  the  fnhjeck  of  the  drafts  from  Ham* 

borgli»  conclnde  that  it  was  the  opiaion  of  the  Governor  that 

ldr»  Sdydwould  have  the  Loan  oa  that  account  ? 

I  certainly  did  not. 

45a.  Did  your  eonveriation  with  the  Governor  lead  yon  to  cem- 
dttde»  that  the  tranla^oa  of  the  bills  from  Hambargh  would  pro« 
cure  to  Mr.  Boyd  any  preference  whatever,  or  be  produdHveof 
any  inloeoce  in  hit  favonr,  in  the  negotiation  of  the  Louil  ? 

I  do  not  think  that  any  conterfatioh  I  had  with  the  Governor 
led  me  to  fuppofe  that  any  preference  would  be  given  to  Mcffrs. 
Boyd  more  than  the  converiattoa  with  any  other  friend ;  but  when, 
as  I  have  before  dated ^  I  have  been  of  dffierem  opinion,  whether 
the  Loan  woafd  be  by  competition  or-not»  I  certainly  thought  that 
that  transaction  might  ran  Mr.  Boyd  fome  iaflnence  with  the 
mioider  to  obtain  a  pifeference. 

453.  Was  this  the  opinion  of  your  other  friends  ? 

I  can't  fay,  nor  did  I  mean  to  fay,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
any  particular  friend  that  Meflis.  Boyd  and  Co.  would  get  a  pre- 
ference on  this  account,  but  as  the  report  prevailed  that  the  mini- 
Her  had  been  affifted  by  thefe.  drafts  from 'Hamburgh,  I  rather 
thought  fome  preference  might  be  given. 

45  4t  I^  you  recoiled  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer*  at  the 
meeting  in  Downing  Street  on  the  35th  November,  repeatedly  afk- 
ii^  vou  whether  yon  wiflied  a  further  tinte^o  confnlt  your  friends 
on  the  propofal  which  he  had  made  of  the  qualified  competition, 
and^your  uhimately  declining  it  ? 

Iicertainly  do  recoiled,  as  before  ftat«d,  that  he  made  ns  the 
ofer  twice ;  but  had  Mr.-  Pitt  faid,  will  yoo  have  two  or  three 
days  to  conMei  of  it  ?  and  explained  that  delay  would  not  he  an 
injury  to  the  Loan,  I  ceruinly  fhould  have  accepted  of  it,  in  order 
to  have  confulced  my  friends  upon  it,  notwithftanding  »y  brother 
and  myfelf  were  fo  decided  in  our  opinion  upon  it. 
'  45  c.  Do  you  conceive  that  Mr*  Pitt  expreiTed  ati  opiaiooy  that 
that  delay,  would  have  been  of  any  inj  uty  x6  the  Loan  f 

I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Pitt  expreffed  any  thing  on  the  fubje<% 
j^-^-bdeedl  am  pretty  fure  he  never  did  ^  bat  I  iaipncd,  coo&kring 
the  aofwers  I  made  to  him,  from  bis  not  faying,  take  two  or 
three  daya  to  coniider  of  it,  that  he  thonght  ic  might  be  fome 
fmnry  to  it— Had  the  minifter  referved  the  power  of  railing  a  Loan 
of  3  mmio^s  for  the  Emperor,  and  I  had  thonght  that  it  was  likely 
to  take  place,  I  think  it  wonld  certaialy  inake  a  •  diffsreace  as  to 
the  price. 

4S6.  Who 
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456.  Who  alone  does  government  look  to  for  the  performance 
ofthecoRira^^  ..... 

I  (hould  fuppofe  to  thecontradorsonly. 
.    457.  Are  you  a^^aj-ethat  t he- cootiadars  incur  tnj  gt«aterHik, 
except  that  which  ia  incurred  hj  iuMcnbeis  in  general  f  * 

I  am  certatnly  aurtre  that  the  contredora  for  the  JLoan  aninn^ 
fwemble  for  clit  vhole,  and  that  die  fubfcriJber  are  only  aoftm^ 
abte  to  ihcm  at  a*  fecondry  tranfadion.  • 

..      .  Whhdreur;   - 

GEORGE  WARD,  Efqutre,  called  iit»  and  examined.    . 

438.  Arc  you  a  fubfcribcr  to  the  prcfcnt  Loan  ? 

Yes;  for^.  685»obo. 
.    4J9.  Was  the  whole  of  that  fum  for  yourfclf  only? 

Certainly  not. 

460.  Will  you  deliver  in  to  the  Committee  the  lift  of  thofc 
among  whom  you  have  diftributed  any  portions  of  that  fum  ? 

I  am  ready,  uuder  the  rcquifitionofthcKIommittee,  to  deliver 
in  that  lift, 

[And  the  faid  lift  was  delivered  in  accordiDgly*] 

WrihdxeWf  " 


Veneris^  22^,  die  jfanuarii  1796. 

FETER  THELLUSSON.  Efqnire  called  in,  and  .exaained, 

461.  ^OTERE  yon  a  coatrndor  or  fubfcribcr  to  .the  .pvefent 
VY     Loan,  and  for  what  fum?  .   . 

I  joined  Mr.  Robarts — 1  had  £^  1 ,  141,000,  which  includes  the 
'fttms  in  die  name  of-my  two  ioM. 

462.  Does  any  part  of  the  remainder  of  that  £.  i, 141,000  ftand 
in  your  own  name  ? 

Yes,  £»  430,000. 

463;  Was  that  £.  430»ooo  for  yourfelf  only  ? 

No. 

464.  Will  you  ftate  to  the  Committee  the  names  t)fthofe  per- 
fon's  among  whom  that  £.  430,000,  or  any  part  of  it,  was  dH- 
tribnted?.  ... 

£.  40O4OOO  was  kept  for  fome  of  my  friends,  and  for  my. 
fell. 

[And  he  delivered  in  a  IJft  of  the  remainder.]  * 

465.  Are  there  any  other  perfons  among  whom  any  pert  of  yonr 
fliarc  was  diftrib|itcd»  except  your  ^wn  reUmes?       

Np. 

Withdrew. 

Mr. 


•lifipoliT  PfioM'tifB>8fiLBCTP  Committee,  &c.      »^J 

Mr.  GILES  again  called  in«  and  examined. 

466.  Had  yon  any  conteriationt  with  Mn  MovfSAB»  in  Odober 
and  November  laft ,  on  tiie  £i^€t  •£  the  cjtpe&d  IrfMn  i 

:Asjc»:)diocimcrI'caii?tex«^y  fpealc*  hiitItl|ioku'.wfisin  No« 
Member,  Mr*  Morgan 'cnUfldapon  nfte  at  the  fiaoJk^  aiid  ti^ 
faad«ikinccnticm*of  nlakiwga  kftfaadtf  iwoddJyeopooin^  and  my 
fiitadf,  he  wocdd  be:vcry  glad  to  have.m/jnttK  i.hn  then  ft^ted 
chat  in  the  formation  of  hit  iiftbaifaouid  inhjeft 'every  fubfcrffac^ 
tothefigninvia  letter  that.thsy  Should  not  be  in  any  other  lift 

.but  his^i  tdd  hin  th&tif  tint  wao-the  caTe  I  c6M  not  be  in  his 
lifty  for  I  had  akeady  engogedwkh  the:  Othec  twa  paj^ties  to  be 
upon  their  lift— he  faid  lu  would  exempt  me  and  jny  fripnda  from 
figning*  faeh  alctter-^-^and then>  or  foon after«  I  gave  him  the  lift 

'which  I  now  deliver  in ^  i 

Mr«  Morgjin  afterwards  came  and  cold  rae^  if  the.Lo^  (hould 
be  for  feventeen  millions  I  might  take  as  far  as  ^.•l5»0oomorCt 
and 'if  -eighteen  millions,  j^-3f  iO0o  more ;  which  I  aflcnted  to, 
biatfiot for myfelf.       ^    ..  >  ./ 

467.  Did  youy  in  any  of  thefe  converfations,  give  him  an  infor- 
mation refpedting  the  manner  in  which  (;i8.)aoa  underftood)  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheqver  meant  to  fettle  the  Lpanj  that  is, 
whether  by  open  competition  or  otherwife  ? 

I  could  not  do  it  when  this  mntter  was  firft  talked  of«  beCauie 
I  did  not  know  it ;  but  till  afterwardst  I  believe  on  the  2 ad  or 
23d  of  Noi^ember,  ceil  hi«l  thai  iciwas  to  be  by  competicioo*  and 
we  were  to  go  up  on  Wednefday.' 

46^.  Did  yon  at  any  time  exprefs  to  Mr.  Morgan  your  opinioil 
.that'.the:I.oafr  would  not.be  (ottied  by  opeaoompetidooj  but  that 
it  would  be  given  to  Meflrs.  Boyds? 

'  Qortainiy  not  in  fuch  words  as  tbofc  ■  loonfefc  that  I  did  in 
private  confidential  converfation,  which  I  appvchefid  with  defer- 
mmxMo  gentlenian  could  deem  hianfell  jnftified  in  divulging,  tell 
him  that  I  had  my  fufpicioos  that  Mr.  Boyd's  party  would*  o^ 
ra^h^  liavc  a  preference. 

469.  At  what  time  ? 

I  believe  1  did  repeatedly,  but  I  don't  recoiled  the  da'es ;  b)U 
it  was  all  previous  Co  Mdnday  the  23d  day  of  Nowtraber. 

470».  Upon,  what  grounds  were  your  fufpicions  formed  ? 

My  reafons  were,  that  1  conceived  Mr.  Boyd's  party,  in  point  ^f 
good  faith,  bad  a  claim  to  fome  preference  from  the  coi^ditions 
Sipttlatedat  the  making  of  the  precedine  Loan  having,  been  de* 
viated  from,  and  I  thought  them  too  Ugacious  to  omit  availing 
themielves  of  that  circumllance. 

471.  Did.  you  ftac  that  reafon  to  Mr.  Morgan  ?. 

No — i  don'i  knuw  that  I  ever  mentioned  it  to  any  body-^I  did 
nottohinu 

472.  Did  ycu  ftate  to  him  any  .other  realbn  for  your  fafpi- 
cion^ 

No; 
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No ;  I  don*t  recolIe£t  chat  I  did ;  I  had  no  other  lealbo.    * 

473.  Did  you  ftate  to  him  that  there  had  been  9  mousy  tmnC^ 
«dion  in  the  courib  of  tbci  Cammr  to  the  snonu  of  .£'  9<x^«k>c, 
in  which  Mei&s*  fi^yds  had  acoommofbtted  gottenunttit^ 

Ortainly  not ;  wiiether  Mr*  Mergm  M  ipofce  to  mc  of  Tkra- 
fery  Bills*  or  I  to  bkn*  I  ivally  don't kaowi  but  ve  ^td  ai  cwt-^ 
i^fatiOB  about  then,  and  I  beUeve  it  wes  Mn  Morgan  tKkQ.£ril 
mentioned  them  feo  xne ;  I  told  bkn  I  koeir  nothing  of  Acttudkc^ 
tion  officially*  bat  I  lud  a  gieat  maey  o£  the  btUs  put  iatn  aqr 
hands,  and  had  difcoontcd  two  or  three  of  them  in  my  i^vtane 
capacJty-^Mr.  Motjf^an  knew  aa  mneh  or  moi«  of  the  inaS$&mmk 
than  I  didy  as  it  feemed  to  me  by  his  oottycrfatiutt* 

474.  Of  what  natufe  were  thofe  Treafiiry  Bills  ? 

If  1  rocoUe£t  right,  tb^  were  drawn  by  Boyd,  jnnior*  datnd  at 
Hamborsh  to  the  order  of  Boyd,  Benfield,  and  Company,  oo  tlae 
Co«nii£men  of  the  Treafury,  of  different  dates*  aod  aaxptcd 
hf  Mr.  L.ong«  •       t  . 

j^JS'  Was  your  own.  pmate  opinion^  tkat  a  pvrferenoe  jpcmkl 
be  given  to  Mr.  Boyd*  in  any  jdcgree  founded  «pon  thia(tnui(iic<- 
tion }  • '  '\    . 

Had  there  beon  m>odi«r  reafonsin  mynund,  I  (honU^eriaialy 
ba^w-oot  lufpedtd  that  any  pnefiEseBoe  Mnldbe|^TaB  10  Mr^Bof^ 
on  that  account,  but  it  was  natural  ibr  me  to  tiunk  ibat  it  eookl 
not  impede  that  pTtferenjDe  $.  I  oeaa  limpiy  ^us*  that  it  Coidd  not 
put  htm  in  a  wofffe  (Itoation.  .        ..     ^ 

476.  Do  yott-tiitakat  put  him  in  a  better  fitimtioo  ?    . 

I  really  did  not  turn  this  in  my  mtndib  aa  to  have  thofe  diftinll 
]d««sabditc  it;  i^ never  ivcot  ftather  in  convexAition  with.  Mt« 
-  Morgan*  thAn  to  fay*  in  tS^^  that.  I  had  my  fnfpicsQES*  vhidi  X 
did  repeatedly.  .      ., 

477»  Did  yott  everttt-tsoAverration  with  Mr.  Moigsn*  -opoo  fbet 
fnbjc^  of  his  Inuntion  to  become  a  bidder  far  the  JLAan,\iay*  that 
you  thf^aghlt  that  he  wonld  be  tricked^  or  a^e  words  so  that 
*effea^       .      .  -•  ..     .       '  . 

Never  in  my  life,  to  my  knowled^e-^bnt  I  can't  be  fane  ^t 
I  did  not  ufe  fiich  a  word,  but  if  I  4^,  it  certainly  was  Jtia' jokinj^ 
^ay    but  I  dp«*t  recoUea  h.        ' 

478.  Did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqoer,  atanytimei^tiie 
CO  uric  of  the  lad  year*  apply  to  the  Bank  for  money  to  be  advmiccd 

•  in  anticipation  tf  tho  lak  Loan?  . 

Neither  lad  year  nor  ev«  r ;  I  never  knewfach  a  thiag». 

479.  Do  you  ixrcolled  pti  fe^lly  that  Mr.  Morgan  faid,  he  fltonld 
fubje^  every  iuhfcriber  to  the  figning  a  letter  that  they  ihouid 
nut  be  in  any  other  lift  but  his  ? 

So  I  ur)derfiood  ic^  and  he  put  a-  printed  form  of  a  letter  ia  my 
hand,  iind  k;ft  it  with  me. 

480.  Did  you  not  underftand  Mr.  Morgan  to  allow  tbe  fame 
.]atK«i<^  or  in<in}g««ce'>io  tlK  frisnds  in   your  itft,  as;  ta  .your- 

fc!f,   to  be  in  the  lifts  of  tbe  other  parties  o^iog  for  tbe 
Loan?    • 

Moft 
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.  Afaft-oortaiidy. 

4^1,  Weie  tliefrfendf  on  yiouw  iiftail  dktftonof  the  Bank  i 

No*;  aboatone  half  were  Bpt«. 

4^2.  Did  70a  ever  tei|  ^.  Morgmtbat  yo^  4M  not  ooafider 
«iiy . thing  which  pafled  at  tbe  fettlmg  of  the  Loan  io  Nov^mbef 
4794,  ^i*  (^^  fenrice  of  the  year  179$,  a»  a  pMge»  or  ea^itU4 
to  weight  ia  favour  of  the  pretea^>na  of  Mefir««  Jfiyd  a^d  Cp* 
ID  have  a  preference  to  the  negotiation  for  the  Loan  of  1 79$  ? 

I  dqn't  recoUea  that  I  dsd-i-^itis  poffiblo  that  I  mightiait  toMf/ 
Morgan,  that  Mr.  fioyd*8  party  had  foma  right  -to  claim  m-  pr^ 
£ireiice»  owing  to  this  Loan  bcii|g  made.befoft  the  pther  waa 
cjftina. 

485.  Did  yoo  tvtr  fay  to  Mr.  Morgan  that  you  thought  thejr 
had  iMx  fnch  a  right'^ 

Nj>r-*^*»er»  qeriain}y» 

484.  In  any  of  thofe  converfations  with  Mr*  Morgan  to  whi<^ 
yeta  h^^'alhidedt  did  ha  mnk  to  you  faboniHonrthat  the  tmiif- 
na'ion  of  th(  Haaabovgh  Bills  wodd  beF^>>^^  of  any  dc|fr«o 
of  preference  to  Meiirs.  Boyds  in  the  oegociatioii  for  the  {^oaii? 

No,  neter  ;  smd  I  believe  diat  Mr.  Mofgan  never  fufpeded  that 
MefTrs.  Boyd  would  have  a  preiJBteae  at  aU>  I  bdiere  he  dyny^ 
Ihonght  it  woukLbe  by  competition. 

485.  In  tha  bvoral  p«bUo  i.oaiu  whicb  yon  hfffekflowft,  baa 
it  or  haa  it  aqt  been  uodcrftood  by  the  pacttef*  that  no  fecund 
Loan  fhould  tahe  place  till  after  the  la(|  paymci|t  of  tbeforaier» 
or  that  if  political  events  (hoold  render  fuch  fecond  Loan  nece^ry» 
the- fanner  cfmnStau  had  a  right  to  &  refefid  of  that  fecosd 
Loauy  OP  to  ibme  other  adequate  compasfation  ? 

I  don't  recoiled  any  Loan  made  for  the  receipts  to  come  oat 
belbie  tdie  others  were  totally  eytin^^^-Mr.  Newlaod  looked  back 
a  great  way»  but  fince  the  eftabliihment  of.  t^  Bank,  no  new 
Loan  has  been  made  when  two  payments  of  the  preceding  one 
were  not  fulfilled,  as  in  the  preiisnt  cafe. 

486.  On  what  days  were  thpfe  two  Lail  payflieats  to  be  made  on 
the  Loan  for  1795? 

On  the  27th  of  November  and  the  I5>h  of  January-»and  there 
wcre-j^.  S*S$6''65  luting  receipts^,  of  this  £ngUfli  and  Imperial 
Loan»  tn  tbe  marhet  .00  the  a4th  of  Norembcr.  • 

And  the  witnefs  delivered  ia  the  fallowing  particolan  of  the 
ftatencnt ;  wx* 

«»  Loan  due  to  tbe  Bank  24  November  1795. 
<*  On /.  280,500    — ^       ^perGtnti, 

*«  649,750       • ^  fir  Gents. 

"  4'S7S      «      S      Long  Ami». 

The  witnefs  alfo  delivered  in  z  paper,  tQtiti]le4»  *'  Amount 

..  "  of  ftock  created  by  Loan  of  17959  which  was  entered 

*'  in  the  bQoks  of  the  Bank^  on  the  ill  of  Auguftand  a^t^ 

b  b  "  of 
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**  of  NoTcmber  1 795 ,  and  Kkewife  of  tbe  ftbck  of  the  fkid 

.  .  '*  Ldao  not  entered  on  tbofe  days  :*'  Which  paper  is  in* 
felted  in  Appendix*  No.  t  j. 

And  being  further  examined,  be  was  aflted, 

497.  Does  tbe  fnih  which  yoo  ftate  to  have  remained  pwjmhfe 
on  the  24th  of  November,  of  the  Loan  for  the  fervice  of  the 
rear  1795,  inclnde.the  fum  which  the  Bank  had  adTanced  for 
Aoldert  of  rccerpts  ? 

No—that  is  paid  to  the  pnblic — it  i&  a  private  account  between 
tbe  Bank  and  holders  of  tbofe  receipts. 

488.  Then  do  you  not  conceive  diat  the  fnm  Co  advanced  by 
the  Bank,  is  a  part  of  the  Loan  ftill  butftanding  as  a  load  upon  Ac- 
poblicf 

It  is  part  of  tbe  floating  receipt  not  made  ftock. 

489.  State  the  whole  amount  of  that  on  the  24th  of  Ko- 
vember?" 

It  appears  upon  the  accottnt  delivertd  in  to  be  on  the  EngUMk 
Loan  ^— -  —  jf.  i>9^2,53'  ^^ 

On  the  Imperial         '    ■  ^*393#7i4  - 

Total  —  3»3S^>^^S 

490.  Are  the  two  laft  payments  on  the  moner  borrowed,  for 
which  this  capital  was  created,  the  whole  that  then  remained  to 
be  paid  on  the  Engliih  and  Imperial  Loans  for  1 795  ? 

Yes. 

491.  Do  yott  know  the  amount  which  the  Bank  had  advanced 
on  the  24th  of  November,  on  the  receipts  pledged  to  them  i 

£.  387.941. 

492.  Do  yon  know  the  amount  in  money  which  on  the  24tb  q£ 
November  remained  unpaid  upon  the  Englifli  Loan  ? 

£.44Ci7i8.-   -   • 

493.  Do  you  know  the  amount  in  money  which  on  the  24th  of 
November  remained  unpaid  upon  tbe  Auftrian  Loan  i 

No. 

494.  In  the  particular  ftate  of  tbe  Loan  of  I795»  do  you  tkink 
'that.a  competition  for  the  Loan  lately  fettled  would  have  been  uo- 

fair,  and  ana£i  of  injuAice  toMeflrs.  Boyd  and  his  party? 

I  think  they  would  have  had  great  reafon  to  complain. 

49  c*  When  did  you  Rrft  fee  Mr.  Boyd's  letter  to  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchraber  on  this  fdbjeft  ? 

On  the  actb  of  November. 

496.  Did  you  ftate  this  as  your  opinion  to  tbe  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  at  any  time  before  you  faw  that  letter  f 

'  No— I  never  mentioned  fuch  a  tning  to  him  in  my  life. 

497.  When  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  told  MeiTrs.  Mor^ 
gan  and  Mcllilh  that  their  ofters  mult  be  fubje^  to  an  optional 
advance  on  the  part  of  Mr.* Boyd,  did  you  agree  wuh  thetn  ip 
thinking  that  there-  was  an  end  of  competition  i  * 

I  had 
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i  hid  no  particular  commadicitioD  with  them  on  that  fubje€t» 
I  was  ia  the  room  with  the  reft  •£  the  gentlemen ;  I  thought  in 
my  own  miad  they  would  aot  accept  of  it ;  1  ihoald  not  ift  their  . 
place  have  accepted  of  the  propofal. 

498.  Did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eacbequer  pro&ft  that  be  in« 
tended  that  preference  to  Mr.  Bo^d  and  his  party  individuallyt  or 
as  a  compenlaiioo  to  the  former  (ubfcribers  generally*  for  hit  hav* 
ine  brought  forward  the  fecond  Loan  fooncr  than  was  expected  ?    . 

1  never  heard  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fpeak  of  any 
body  but  Mr.  Boyd's  party;  they  are  the  agents,  the  oftenfible. 
people;  he  never  knows  who  die  (ubfcribers  are. 

^99.  Do  the  principal  contractors  for  Loans  ever  deliver  the . 
fcrip  receipts  to  the  perfons  00  their  lift,  tiU  they  have  made  the 
depofit  on  the  firft  pay  men  t  ? 

They  have  no  iccdpts  toddiver  ;  they  give  the  names  of  thofe 
gentlemen  upon  their  lifts  to  Mr.  Newland>  and  thoie  gentlemea- 
pay  in  the  depofit  without  receipts,  and  have  a  right  to  fetch  the 
receipts  away  when  delivered. 

500.  Is  not  all  rifk  to  the  contradors  frem  the  fobfcribers  at . 
aa  ead  when  that  d^ofit  has  been  made  ? 

Certainly  not*  for  if  the  Loan  was  to  fall  urder  10  per  cent, 
which  is  generally  the  amount  of  the  firfl  payment,  tl.e  contraA- 
ora  would  undoubtedly  be  refponfiblc  to  the  publico  I  have  known, 
it  fall  6 /fir  cent.  . 

501.  Do  you  confider  that  as  a  material  fift:  to  the  contract- 
ors? 

No  riik  at  all;  it  is  not  worth  mentioning;  it  is  poffible. 

502.  Do  you  coniider  the  coniradiqrs,  as  to  the  claim  which  yoa 
have  mentioned,  pofiefs  that  claim  independently  of  the  fab* 
icribcrs?  , 

I  really  ihould  think  (b. 

503.  What  injury  would  the  contraAors  fuftaio  from  thenego* 
tiation  of  a  new  Loan^  previous  to  the  la6  paymenuon  the  pre- 
ceding one  i  . 

That  would  depend  on  the  quantitv  of  ftock  which  they  bad 
left. 

504.  Would  not  that  apply  equally  to  the  fubicriben? 
Yes,  if  they  had  their  &ock  reaiainiug. 

50^.  Do  you  then  thiok  chat  the  contrad^ore  have  a  right,  on 
account  of  the  fupcrior  riik  which  they  incur,  and  of  the  duties 
which  they  perform,  to  fandionoroppofe  a  new  Loan,  previoua 
to  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their  condud«  without  aoy  coa- 
fidcrstion  ofthe  fubfcribers? 

I  will  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay  they  have  a  right,  but  I,  as  a  con* 
tra^or,  ihould  think  myfelf  very  unfairly  deaU  by,  if  conditions 
were  propofcd  and  made  at  making  cf  the  Loaoi  which  (houid 
afterwards  be  brokeo  through. 

506.  If  Mr.  Boyd  had  itated  to  you  that»  in  the  preference 

which  he  claimed  for  bimielf^  he  did  not  cooiidcr  the  (ubfcribers 

'        bb  a  Bs 
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«setiritl0d  to  any  9tmt^  crto  any  compenfatiDn  foranyifljvry  ihtj 
might  foftainifrom  xYk  introdudioa  of  a  ocw  Loan,  ftotthi  jmn 
havediogdit  hit  da&n  to  fuch  a  prefercnct  wdl  fbondcd)  - 
I  (hoald,  as  the  contra^r  for  the  bft  Load. 
-2joy.  Wkalier  at  i  uwve  fttbTcriber,  not  a  contra^r,  Vt  any  of 
the  condkioos  made  at  the  time  of  nakiojr  the  Loan  were  broken 
thriMgh,:  Ihomid  yoa  'ooi  coniider  yoiufelf  in  that  ctfe  entitled  to 
eomj4iiii? 

*  It  Ikad  foM  tttf  fldck  I  ihould  not  trooble  my  head  ahont  tt; 
iflhadnotlihould. 

508*  Soppofing  the  contraBors  to  have  feld  d!  theSr  ftockj 
ihould  yott  think  that  they  had  any  rrafon  to  complain  ?     . 

*  Certainly  fiol;  nakft'they  felt  for  the  reft  ol  the  people  that 
had  it  I  tbey  could  not  be  injured. 

509.  Yon  hflive  flated  that  Mr,  Newland,  having  f^arched  in 
the  hooka  of  die  Bank,  had  been  able  to  hnd  no  mitance  in  which 
a  new  Loan  had  been  negotiated  whiUt  two  pay oaennr  on  Ithe  for- 
mer Loan  remained  to  be  made ;  did  he  find  any  inftiiiKSs  where 
oiily  one  pnyvent  rcaaiiied  to  be  made  f 

He  could  find  none,  ^\lcpz  a  new  Loan  was  made,  iiid  die*re* 
ceiptt  ^eama  ott  befione  nil  the  payments  on  the  former. 

510.  When  did  you,  firft  converfe  with  the  ChanceSor  xi  the 
Jjcehci|atroiithtlahjeft«f  a  Loas*  for  the  fervice  of  the  fear 
1796? 

'  I  believe  it  wits  «n  Monday  the  23d  of  November. 

511.  Had  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  monthi  of 
Ooober  or  November*  made  any  reference  to  you  on  the  fiibje^h 
tff  Mr.  Bovd*6  claim  f 

•^Ncfer  tiU  the  ajth  of  November;  I  never  heard  of  it  bcfiwie^ 
nor  ever  fufpe^led  it ;  that  is  Mr,  Boyd's  claim  ;  but  I  Had  tke 
fnfptcion  in  my  mind,  aa  before  dated,  that  he  had  a  right  to 
claim  ftmie  prefetence. 

512.  On  the  854  of  November  did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer declare  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  parties  who 
HMght  intend  to  l^d  for  the  Loan,  that  it  fhould  be  difpoied  of 
by  public  competition  ? 

I  afked  him  pointedly  tie  qocftion,  whether  it  was  to  be  by 
compel itiofi,  and  he  told  me ;  certainly  it  would,  and  that  I  might 
sell  the  gentlemen  ;  and  then  my  fufpicions  were  done  away.  ' 

'513.  Pid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  that  time  know 
who  were  to  be  competitors  ? 

Ixold  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  there  wonld  be  bot 
three  ^hat  |  knew  of;  viz^Mi.  Boyd's  party;  Mr.MeHifhs  and 
Mr.  Morgan;  and  I  added  to  him.  (hat  Mr.  Morgan  was  very 
refpe£iab&  in  point  of  folidity  and  ch.irader,  but  that  he  had  not 
(our  people  to  fabfcribe  to  the  obligation  when  he  made  the  Loan 
and  that  in  lieu  thereof  he  would  pay  into  Mr.  N^wiand'a  hand 
^*  3^0,000  or  £^  40o»ooo,  as  a  depofit,  whicb  the  Chancellos  of 
ihe  Exchequer  was  perfedly  fatisfied  with* 

514.  Did 
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CI4,  Did  the  Oiwicellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  ftatc  toyW 
ik^  Scwai  yndcr  an  ciigageaicnt  ta  ndinit  Mr.  Boyd  aadbM 
pasty  tt)  4  confencncc  wiA  him  on  the  fttbjca  ot  their  cUm.ft^ 
'  vioos  to  his  receiving  any  other  comp^titorti 

No--he  never  faid  a  word  about  i«-  ^    ^     ^  .        ^       ^ . , 
.  ^1^.  Vfhea  did  yott  fitft  hear  that  Mr,  Boyd  mtcttded  to  bid 

I  can't  rccoUea  the  date,  but  a«  foon  a»  of  anjr  body  elfe*-I 
think  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  November  that  I  rece  v«d  a  n«te 
from  Mr.  Boyd,  intidiSiting  that  if  I  wilhed  to  be  on  his  iift^chat 
be  then  recctwi  tetter*.  ..*.*. 

516.  Did  Mr.  Boyd  make  you  thu  offer  prevtoua  to  any  UiU 
cujuion  jfroBB  you  i  ^  ■ 

I  believe  he  did,  but  I  am  not  fmrc  |  I  had  aoc  feen  Uu  B6yd 
for  fome  time. 

.517.  Did  you,  iH  point  of  hO^  folicit  to  be  on  hu  liil  ?  . 
s  Certainly!  did,  by  lettjtr,  but  I  was  mocc  on  Mr.  Morc^*4.1tt 
than  upon  any  of  the  other  two. 

518.  Did  you  at  any  tknc  pi«*io«i  to  ihc  agd  nf  Novembrr, 
dcobre  your  perfuaiion  that  the  Loan  wooid  be  givca  fxdiiiiiidy 
to  Mr.  Boyd?  -,    ^ ,  u.    t  t^  , 

No  ocherwayt  than  as  I  have  already  fisted  tiiat  X  had  my  fnf. 

BlcliMIS. 

519.  Had  yoB  heard  from  Mr.  Galdfmid,  or  any  ^tiier  pcrfira^ 
that  Mr.  Boyd  was  fure  of  having  the  Loan  i 

.  Certainly  lOOt.  •     *      .     .  *     ' 

520.  Was  there  any  fach  rumour  m  the  city? 

I  am  not  fure ;  people  may  haVe  e»preffcd  their  fy^iona  on 
ahe  Oxme  ^ound  as  I  did. 

.  5*1.  When  you  ftaied  to  Mr.  Morgin  your  fafpicbna  tlmt  t 
preference  would  be  given  to  Mr.  Boyd^did  you  at  the  fame  time 
fay,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  always  in  his  copvcf^ 
iations  with  you  tiecUired  for  competition^  or  to  that  effna  / 

Certainly.  ,  > 

-.  522.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  negotiation  of  the  Loan 
for  the  fcrvice  of'  the  year  1794? 

Ye»— I-was  prefent  ofRcially  as  Deputy  G^iv«rBor  of  the  Ba«k, 
.  523.  Do  you  recollect  the  fealed  propofals  of  tlie  terms  offered 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  that  year  ? 
.    No— I  never  few  them. 

524.  Do  you  not  fuppofe  that  the  terms  u^on  which  diat  Loan 
was  actually  contraded  for,  were  confiderably  more  advancageoul 
for  the  public  than  the  terms  conuined  ia  thofe  feakd  pro« 
pofals?. 

I  conclude  from  circumflances  that  it  was ;  I  have  not  a  doabl 
about  it. 

5  25..  Do  yom  mean  that  you  eoackde  it  from  circamilaBcea 
^hat  ihey  were  confiderably  more  ? 
.    }{o«*-]L  had  no  guide  to  enable  me  to  judge  how  much. 

J26«  May 
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526.  May  it  not  frequently  happen^  the  parties  may  be  fofitu- 
tted  as  to  make  it  an  objeA  to  them  to  obtain  the  Loan  on  tenna 
more  a^lvantageous  to  the  public  than  the  ChaoceUor  of  the  Ex« 
chequer  might  propofe  ^  ' 

Certainly. 

527.  When  did  you  firft  iinderftand  tbat4he  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  meant  finally  to  fettle  the  Loan  on  the  25th  iaftead 
of  the  27th  of  November  ? 

I  underftood  it  firft  on  the  2Cth  of  NoTember. 

528.  Was  that  intention  declared  to  Mr.  Mellifli  and  Mr* 
Morgan  before  they  left  Downing-ftreet  on  that  dayf 

No— no  otberwife  than  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  com- 
ing in  the  room,  and  then  fettling  it ;  no  fuch  declaration  was 
made  to  them>  that  I  knew  of,  after  their  refufid  to  acceed  to 
the  propofal  of  a  qualified  competition. 

529.  Bid  you  affift  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  calcu- 
ktmg  the  terms  upon  \Vbich  the  Loan  was  contradled  for  with 
Meflrs.  Boyd? 

No  other  wife  than  by  giving  him  the  price  of  the  ftock  of  the 
day ;  the  ChanoeUor  of  the  exchequer  their  referred  to  feme  pa* 
per8,  which  I  did  not  fee ;  and  then  aiked  the  Deputy  Gover-> 
nor  and  me  whether  ^.65  was  not  a  fair  pfice  to  put  the  3  fer 
lemis,  at ;  I  think  I  might  fay  it  was  a  fair  price ;  the  quan* 
tnm  of  long  annuities  he  fettled  htmfelf ;  I  think  then  the 
Chacellor  ot  the  Exchequer  mentiobed  it  would  be  raifing  the 
money  at  about  ^^.4  13/,  or  i^.  per  cent,  intereft;  1  can't  fay 
exad^ly. 

530.  Have  you  not  uniformly  profefled  un  opinion,  that  the 
terms  of  a  Loan  ought  always  to  be  made  greatly  in  favour  of 
die  fubfcriben  ? 

N09  not  greatly  ;    I  think  it  ought  always  to  be  in  their  fa-  ' 
vonr. 

53  !•  Did  yon,  when  the  terms  of  the  Loan  were  fettled,  believe 
that  an  Auftrian  Loan  would  be  propofed  to  Parliament  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  the  referve,  and  men* 
tioned  it. 

{32.  Did  you  believe  that  it  would  adually  take  phtce  ? 
could  not  tell ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  the  re- 
ferveof  makine  it. 

533.  Should  you«  fuppofing  it  to  hav^been  your  intention  to 
bid  for  the  prefent  Loan,  wiih  your  own  opinion  of  the  probabi- 
lity of  an  Auftrian  Loan,  have  been  induced  to  ofier  for  the  Eng* 
li(h  Loan,  upon  terms  lefs  advantapeons  for  the  public  on  account 
of  the  r^erve  maule  by  the  minifler  in  favour  on  an  Aoftriaa 
liOan? 

Certainly  fomething  lefs. 

524-  Did  you  then  believe  in  point  of  that  that  an  Auftrian 
Loan  was  likely  to  take  place  ?  , 

I  did 
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I  did  not  know  but  it  might* 

WkkdMW. 

Received,  and  read,  Mr.  Charles  Harri§e*s  lift. 


Sabiatij  23^  £e  Januarii  179^. 

Mr.  GILES  again  called  in,  and  examined. 

[And  he  ddiTered  in  an  accoant  of  ftock  created  by  Loan  of 
1795,  which  was  entered  in  the  books  of  the  Bank  on  the 
5th  of  December  1795;  and  likewife  of  the  ftock  of  the 
(aid  Loan  not  entered  on  that  day  ;  which  accoant  is  aa« 
nexcd  in  appendix  Ko.  16.] 

And  he  was  alked, 

535.  T^II)  youin  point of&a  believe,  00  the  s^di  of  Novem* 
•AJ^  ber,  that  an  Aoftrian  Loan  was  likelv  to  take  placed 

I  was  naturally  ioclinedto  think  the  Chancrtlor  of  the-  Exdie* 
quer  meant  to  have  one ;  I  really  did  think  fo. 

536.  When  yon  mentioned  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  £zcheqaer» 
on  the  a5th  of  November,  that  he  had  ofajcded  to  fixing  the  laft 
payment  on  the  former  Loan  to  fome  day  in  Febroaryy  faying 
that  he  might  have  occaGon  to  raife  another  Loan  in  Jaooary, 
were  the  parties  intending  to  bid  prefent  ? 

.  JNo.— Nobody  but  the  Deputy  Governor  and  myfelf,  nnkfa 
the  two  fecretarles  of  the  treafury  were  there, 

537*  Did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  make  any  reply  to 
you  when  yoa  ftated  that  to  him  ? 

I  don't  recoiled  any  particular  reply,  bnt  he  feemed  to  me  that 
he  comprehended  by  that,  he  had  in  fome  meafure  committed 
himfclf ;  nothing  further  paifed  on  that  fubjed. 

538.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  whole  of  Meflis.  Boyd^ 
memorial  was  read  to  MeiTrs.  Mellifh  and  Morgan  ? 

I  believe  not ;  I  faw  no  part  of  it  read  to  them ;  he  ftated  the 
cafe  in  the  room. 

139*  Do  von  recoiled  any  of  the  particular  exprelBons  madcufix 
y  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  fo  ftating  the  cafe,  witli 
refped  to  the  ftrength  of  Meifrs.  Boyd's  claim  ? 
No— I  do  not. 

540.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  particular  funds  in  which 
the  new  capital  was  intended  to  be  created,  any  time  previous  to 
the  23d  of  November? 

Not  by  any  communication  from  Mr.  Pitt ;  bnt  fome  of  the 
parties  who  meant  to  offer,  had  told  me. they  wiflied  to  have  3  ptr 
€efU,  con(bls.  and  reduced  and  long  annuides,  which  I  communi- 
cated to  him  on  the  23d,  and  he  did  not  objed  to  it. 

541.  Did 
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S4I.  Did  ^oa  ever  in  converiiuioii  «ither  mth  tht  p^<^  ^ho 
InleaAid  t#  bi4»  ot  with  the  Chanceuor  oFth^  Exchequer,  exprefs 
an  opinion  rcfpcdiug  iHf  Ufx^  fioin.whi^  t\^c.  V^tCrcOt  ^oald 

,  Na^-andl  knew  nofhuig  of  U^t  ^\l  \\l^  ^s^^  oJ  Noyenil>er, 
wiieo  the  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  meniioned  it. 

$42.  Was-  it^  iKitw  potty  rawraUy  uoderftpod,  prevloas  to  the 
E5dofNovcmber4  that  the  Xoan  would  be  for  16  millions  and 
ttpwands  i 

I  never  heard  of  more  tlian  16  miDidssi  I  heard  it  would  be 
At  tba^  fiUQ. 

545.  Wiis  not  the  amount  of  the  nav^jr  debt  floating  in  the 
marfeet^  generally  uoderflood  about  that  time  to  be  ahout  fire 
millions  ? 

I  never  made  a  calculation  in  my  own  Aifndi  if  7  hAd  ^xieflM 
h,  I  fliould  have  thought  it  more ;  I  never  thoojqrhi  Ebobt  tn  . 

^44.  What  efiedkdo  you  think  the  power  rctcrvcd  of  fuhding 
&ve  millions  of  navy  bills  during  the  current  year,  in(featf  of 
faying  ikem  ia  moitty»  DQght  t9  have  on  Uie  terins  of  the 

1  don't  think  it  would  have  had  much  ;   pcrhapa  on^  bal^^ 
€ieir/.*~bttt  I  don't.know  what  exad  fum  to  fay. 
.    545.  Do  you  tliink  that  funding  five  millions  of  the  nayjp  bills 

Eyable  in  the  courie  of  this  year  out  of  the  mope}'  voted  for  tbr 
-vices  of  the  y ear » I nftead  of  their  being  paid  in  ready  money » 
vouid  ti^ve  an  cScQ,  on  the  terms  of  the  Loan  ^  and  to^  what  ea- 
tent? 

Certainly  that  would;  bat  to  what  extent  I  an  not  compe- 
tent to  fay. 
V    54^.  Do  you  mean  to  iay  more  than  one  half /^  teMt.  ?. 

Yes— I  think  fo ;  much  more. 

547.  Do  you  coniider  it  to  be  the  knowledge  that  a  Loan,  to 
any  given  extent,  is  coming  into  the  market,  which  afibfts  the 
price  of  the  exifting  funds,  or  merely  the  making  the  firftpaymant 
4»  .fuah-Loan  after  k  is  fetiled? 

The  knowledge  certainly. 
.  54f  •  Would  Uie  bargain  for  a  new  Loan  being  concluded  before 
the  making  of  the  laft  payment  on  the  preceding  Loan,  a]fthoa£pfa 
che  firft  payment  on  thai  new  Loan  was  not  to  take  place  till  fome 
'time  after  all  the  payments  on  the  former  Loan  fiionld  be  cdobt' 
pleted,  operate  as  ihx>ogIy  in  affe^ng  the  value  of  the  funds  as 
if  the  firft  payment  on  ibch  new  Loan  were  to  take  place  before 
thofe  on  che  previous  Loan  fhould  be  completed? 
'     Certainly  not.  "       > 

J49.  Would  not  that  depend  chiefly  on  the  fum  whicili  to* 
named  to  be  paid  upon  the  old  Loan  ? 

in  a  degree,  certainly. 

550*  Are  youy  as  a  Diredor  of  the  Bank»  acquainted  with  any 

tiang 
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tiling  wliich  pafied  there  refpefting  the  BiOs  drawn  from  Hamr 
burgh  on  the  treafury,  before  alluded  to  ?  ^  . 

I  never  kpew  any  thing  of  them  officially ;  I  am  not  a  direftor, 
and  do  hot  pieribrm  the  funtftfonft  of  one. 

551,  Has  the  fam  of  Loafi,  allotted  to  be  divided  between ihe 
Governor  and  Deputy  Oovemor  of  tlie  Bapk  of  En^Und,  been 
alwayn  the  lame  as  (Tie  prefeot  ?  '      -    , 

For  th^  three  or  four  tail  Loans  th^  have  been  the  farae ;  abntft 
three  or  four  years  ago,  a  fiim  o{T,t6,ooo  each  was  given  to  them 
by  thecontra^ors^  independent  of  their  ihare  of  what  is  given  to 
the  Bank,  and  that  has  been  continned  ever  fince. 

S5X.'  Are  you^  in  your  private  capacity,  a  fabfcriber  to  the  pre* 
fent  Lo^y  ud  for  wha;  fam,  and  in  what  lift  ?  ' 

I  believe £.155,600 ;  the  whole  w!U  appear  by  the  lift  defivered 
in  by  Mr*  Neivlaud* 

ccj.^Is  ^hat  Vichole  fum  for  yourftlf ?  "[ 

What  part  is  fof  yoilrftff  ?  /  * 

^.240*000,  Aot  more.  ...;'.':, 

55 J.  Win  yon  ftatetKe  natrresof  the'pelftnsWWIlbin  the  *c^ 
inaip^ng  / 1  c  .opo  has  beei)  dift ributed  ?  '     ' 

^        ■  "        tLiftdeUvcrtdin;j''      ' 

$56.  ft  has  been  Hated,  that  the  Chancsitlor  of  th<  Exchequer 
gave  as  a  rcafon  Why  he  applied  to  Mr.  Boyd  for  ah  anticipation 
of  the  payments  of  die  faft  Loan,  that  perhaps  the  Ba'hk  br.Cng^ 
land  might  not  fjnd  it  convenient  to  make  it  i  do  you  '*|ijlde^Uad 
what*  is  ineaht  by  that  cxpreffion?  .    '*•  * 

As  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  never  made  an  appliation^ 
r  do  .not. 

557.  Do  you  thmk,  from  yonr  knowledge  of  the  ciVcUniftancea 
attending  t)ie  advance  made  by  Mr.  Boyd,  that  (he  trea/uryl^nft 
have  cobiidered.  thqmfelves  as  much  indebted  tp'hiit(7'dr  ^  ac« 
commodation  ?  *  '  ..;..' 

I  doii't  know  how  to  tnfwef  that  qileftlorf ;  t  ^^vitf^  tS^J-^ ' Boyd 
was  raoft  benefited,  by  the  tranfa<aion ;  as  I  mULur>1Iy  'prebend* 
though  I  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  that  Mr*  Bqyd  ^i^lit  have 
feme  commiffion^  or  othtrpr9fit.  i: 

5 -J  8.  Do  you  know  whether  zxif  dfcKtf  HimBiirg'^Bn|»  were 
Ireceived.as  <;^  in  making  the  depofit  of  the  preftht' liban  ^*  * 

Certainly 'not;  they  could  not  have  been;  the  Aft  of  Parliiu 
ment  requires  moneys 

559.  To  fhe~beft  of^yoiir  knowledge,  were  not  the  tranfaQIons 
with  refpedt  to  the  Hamburgh  Bills  n«v  and  lUiprecedented  } 

I  never  faw  or  kuew  of  ah^  fnch  before*     * 

56o..Wo9ld,or  wonld  not  (hejcredit  of ^ny  orivaU ho^Te  be 
ihoii|fhl  fe  foftrfrom  bills  prctekwd  to  be  draWn'  a't^Hapi^urgh, 
if  fuch  bills  were  agnail v  drawn  in  London  I  \     '. 

llhoild  iHiflfcfo;  and  the  bills  thciftln*  Ilhdtfd  iKihk  are 
invallid^  by  not  being  ftamped. 

cc  561.  Do 
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561 .  Da jpp  know^  whetlier.  any  of  tbofc  bills  were  preftn  ted 

to  the  Baafc }o  he  dj^untud?  .         - . 

$62.  Uskirc  you  skUa  oe^^ons  to  advert  to  tbr  ciicmnfUnoe^ 
Ttiztja^  f;o  public  loans /or  feme  tbae  pift?  *  •    > 

Vcs — at  difFerem  times. 

563.  Do  you  recoUeft  what  has  been  the  nfual  Interval  betweca 
the  jGxi|ig  t^e  bargain  and  opening  the  Budget  ?        '      «     ' 

I  believe  ii>  general  two  or  three  d^ys  ;  fometimes  a^day  more  9 
and  fomettmes  a  day  lefs.  '  _  . 

564.  Before  the  two  laft  Loajis,  do  you  ever  recollefl  fo  lon^ 
an  interval  as  12  days  ? 

Certainly  not. 

565.  Does  it  occur  to  youy  that  an  advantage  is  likf^  to  ac* 
crue  to  the  public  from  an  interval  fo  nnufually  long  ?       ^ 

I  do  not  conceive  there  can. 

566.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  particu/ar  crrcoHiftanccs 
wh>ch  occafiOQcd  thofe  billi  which  were  in  fad  drawn  or  vxitten 
in  London,  to  be  dated  as  from  Ibmburg^  ?  , 

I  know  no  more  of  that,  than  what  has  been  read  to  me  as  part 
of  Mr.  Boyd's  evidence. 

567.  Do  yon  mean  to  (ay  that  bills  bearing  date  as  dt  Ham- 
burgh, though  a^ually  written  in  London,  under  all  the  ctrcum- 
ftaaces  belonging  to  thofe  particular  bills  in  quellion,  would  be 
injurious  to  the  credit  of  a  private  mercantile  houfe  i 

I  kSivt  Dot  heard  aU  the  circumllances. 

;68.  Have  yott  heard  any  circumftances  relative  to  the  tranf^ 
a£lion  of  theie  Hambuffi;b  bills,  that  would  make  you  think  cif- 
ferently  with  refpeft  to  )3iem»  firom  what  you  have  exprelTed  your- 
felf  to  thiakx>f  other  tranfaftioas  of  the  like  defcription  ? 

No. 

5i9*  Would  the  Bank  difix>unt  for  any  commercial  hpufe  what- 
ever, bills  which  were  known  to  be  drawn  under  the  circumftance» 
which  have  been  ftated  to  belong  to  the  Hamburgh  bilk  i 

Ibeiktenor* 

570t  Do  you  think  that  it  is  one  of  the  advantages  attending 
Loans  by  competition,  that  the  public  generally  obtain  the  lum 
to  be  borrowed  upon  better  terms  I 

I  ihould  think  fo. 

Withdrew. 


Lu>ut  25^  dU  Januarti  1796. 

13  ECEIVED,  and  read,  a  letter,  from  Sir  Bsl^txX  llcmas, 
•tV  refpcaing  his  lift. 

Alfi>  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Aogerltcin^  refpefiiiighis 
lift«  ^ 

Alfo 
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Alfo  received^  and  wad,  ^  letter  from  Mr.  Morgan,  dated 
Kcnfington  Gore,  January  25th;  IT96,  t>n  ■  the  futjcfl  of 
his  examination;  which  letter  is  mferted  it  Appendix, 
No.  17  ;^  to  pdiich  it  was  af^eed  hj  the  CSpmmictee,  'bat 
an  anfwer  fhould  be  fent  to  him  by  the  Chairmkn  ;  which 
is  alfo.  ioferted  in  Appendix  No»  1 8. 

EDWARD  M'CULLOCHp,  Sfqtfire,  e^led  k;  and  eacamined. 

57  (.  Are  you  a  fubfcnber  to  the  late  Loao>  in  wbofe  liSt,  $»d 
for  what,  fum?  . -<., 

I  am  a  fubfcrtt'er  to  Mr.  Boyd*s  lift  for/[.ipo,poQ» 

572.  Is' that  whole  fam  for  ydurfclf? 

ii  is.        ,        .       .  .  .        ^ 

573.  Do  yott  mean  that  no  other  perfoa  whatever  has  any  in- 
tcrcft,  diredjy  or  indirc6tly,  iti  that  fum  ?  * 

NQjpcrfon  whatever* 

JAMES  CRAUFtJ&Di  Efqaire,  c^^^,  lAd 'examined. 

571..  Are  you  a  fubfciiber  to  the  late  LoBa^^jKbofe-M^  tni- 
for  what  fam.?.  ;.  .ct.tt  ♦•  1^ 

I  am,  ia  Mr.  Boyd's  lift*  for  /.ioo.ooa<,  •    •'\'--or      5- 

57 5 .  I3  that  whole  iuni  for y o ur (bit  ?  . ; :\' j f  j  J  v* ?  •:^ 
No.    '                *  [    :'  n'  *i  '  ' 

576.  Will  you  ftate  to  tbe^  Committee  how  mace  of  that  fum 
wfis  for  yoarfelf,  and  the  names  of  the  peribns  amoog^^Vhom  the 
refl  was  diflribated  ?  '  . 

j^.  2  0,000  was  for  myfelf;  the  reft  of  it  was  dtftriboted  amongft 
my  friends,  die  names  of  whom  I  do  not  think  myielf .at  liberty 
to  ifi^ation.  -j'^ 

.577.  Will  you  a&permiflion  of  thofe  friends  to  difdofccA^ir 
nanii;?^  andi:oftuBU|ucate  the  xefult  to  die  Conmtttee?  ft'    . » 
\  I  Willi  but  fome  of  them  are  abroad.  .     . 

J  7  8.  Mow  much  of  the  remaining  fum  of  ^.8o>009  belongs  to 
pcrfons  abroad  ?  .        . 

jT.zcooo.  - 

Wididrew^ 

AND?.^W.I,OUGiJAN,  EfqDire,  caUcd  ip,  and  ex^minedi 

.  $79»  Are  you  a  fubfcriber  to  t^e  late  Loan,  ia  wbofe  lift,  aod 
for  what  fum?  *  "  '       ^ 

1  am,  in  Mr.  Boyd's  lift,  f9r  the' fum  of  jf  .509000. 
(;8o.;Xs  that  whole  fum  for  yourfelf? 
.  No. 

jBi.  Will  vott  date  how  mueh  of  tfaa(  fum  was  for  youriiri&  and, 
xhc  9^unes  of  the  perfons  among  whom  the  remainder  w^  dif- 
tributcA? 

Y^       * 


^^*      RifPOitT   FROM   THE  $«tE<iT  COMMtTTHE,  &<?• 

•  .  JOHN  PETRIE;  Efqinre,  called  in,  and  examined. 

.  603'.  Aire-you  a  fubfcflber  in  the  laft  Loan,  inivhofelifl,  stnd 

for  what  fwnf  

1  am,  on  Arcount  of  the  houfe  of  Petrie,  Campbell,  asd  Oo;  i« 
Mr.  Boyd's  lift,  for  the  fumo£^«^iOQOu       >\    -     :.  a    .  . 

604.  Is  that  whole  fum  entirely  on  account  of  the  houfe  i 
No.  "  •         •  .  - 

605.  Will  yqii}0ate  ,to  tiie  Committco  how  mnchiof  .tha(  fum- 
is  for  the  houfe^  and  the  names  of  the  perfbns  to  whom  the  re<«> 
Aniadcr  is  diftributeft? 

;^.  3O1OOO  for,the  ho«fe« 

•    [Lift  delivered  in  of  the  fCmaindc^.]. 

There  IS  another  fnm  of  /*.  50,000  m  the  name  of  John  and 
Wniiam  Petrie,  which  was  dirided  Umongfl  the  partner?  in  tTie 
llonTe  o^ my  brother  WlUiim.  and  myfelf^  name/y  Jsuoes  Wal-' 
wyn,  John  Ward,  William  M'CxeorgGf  John  Pciric,  and  Wil- 
liam Petrie*  < 
^  Withdrew, 

JASPER  ATKINSON,  Efqulre,  called  in,  and  examined- 

606.  Are  you  a  fubfcriber  to  the  late  Loan,  in  whofc  lift^  and 
fbr.wbakfodi/ 

Our  houie,  cvnfifting  of  William  Smith,  Sir  Francis  Ford, 
Geor^'Sniih*  and'm3^eh,.afe  iub£cribet-s  to  tie  amount  of 
J^.  250^0-  . 
•  ^7.  Is  that  whole  fum  for  yourfelvcs  only  f 

No.  .  * 

608.  Willyoirflate  to  the  CemmitteehQw  mucTiofthat  fiitnis 
for  the  houfe,  and  the  names  of  the  pcrfons  among  whona  the  at- 
maindec  is  diftributrd  ? 

The  fum  for  ourfelvcs  is  £.  50,000  each — With  refped  to  the 
remaining  £,  50,000,  it  has  been  given  to  a^fcw  psivate  Frieodt, 
to  whom  we  were  under  no  previous  engagement,  and  it  was  a 
yp(ui\lfary  a6t  of  Our  gwfl. 

609.  Will  you  give  in  an  account  of  the  names  of  theper&nt^ 
holdirg  the  remaining  fum  of^f ,  50*000? 

I  am  not  prepared  to  give  in  th^t  li^..  1 

610.  Will  you  tranfmit  to  the  chairman  of  this  Committee  the 
feidlift? 

1  have  no  objedion  to  apply  to  the  pahies  for  their  eonfent  tcu 
do  fo. 

.  61  ^  Has  any  other  pcrftn,.  ditrftly  orindircQly,  an^  ioteroft 
in  the  ^,  200^000  divided  amongft  the  l]p«fe  ? 
No. 

Withdrew. 

HENRV 


EfiP9RT  ?ltOM  THE  snKCT  COMMITTEE,  .&C«       '^ 

HENRY  DAVmSOl*,  Efquire,  calkd  in,  and  examined. 

^    612.  Areyoo  a  fubfcriber  to  the  late  Loaa,  in  whofe  ]i(!>  and 
for  wkat  fidn  ?        »  •  "  .*     '/  ' 

The  houfe  of  Davidfon's  and  Graham,  namely  Duncan  Dhyxtf- 
fon,  Henrf  Davfdfon,  and  tJh^rtes  Griham,  are  fiibfbibefSj  ia 
Mr.  Boyd's  lift,  tatbr  amount  of  £.  75,000. 

615.  Is  the  wh#l6  of  that  fum  for  yourfelves  alone  ?  * 
No.  "  '  .  • .  •  ' 
614.  Will  yon  ftatc  to  the  Committee  how  much  of  that  film  is 

for  the  houfe,  and  the  names  of  the  pcrfons  amongft  whom  the 
remainder  i«  diftributed  ?  •  : 

For  ourfelves  £.  33,000;  and  as  to  the  remainder,  1  wilj  en- 
deavour to  obtain  the  permiflion  of  the  p artier  tO'^ottu  it  was 
given  J  aud  wiU  deliver  ia  their  naAiei< 

Withdrew* 

jOHNBATTYE,EfquIre,  called  in,  and  pjq^c^iipd.   . 

61 9*  Are  yoa  a  fubfcriber.  to.  iha  late  Loan,  in  whofe  lifl  and 
for  what  fum  f     .  ^    .  ,      .  , 

I  am,  mMK  Boyd's  liH  for  £,  ^',odb;  andin  Mr.  Thelltflbn's 
lift  for  ^.7^)00.  '      * 

616,  Are  the  whole  of  thofe  funis  for  yburfelf  alone  ^  •        *      • 
The  £,  7,000  is  for  myfelf  and 'partner,  Hdward  Whfttehhall ; 

and  of  .th^;^'. 3 0,000  I  gave  j^.  5,000  only  to  a  Mn^Tilomas 
HaWkes;  the  whole  of  the  remainder  was  for  myfelf  alone. 

Withdrew. 

JAMES  BROGDEN,  Efqulre,  called  in,  and-ctariirne*. 

64  7.  Are  you  a  a  fubfcriber  to  the  late  Loan,  in  wji^feliit,  and 
for  what/um  ? 

I  am,  .in'*Mr.  Boyd's  lift,  in  my  own  name  for  £,  30,000;  and 
in  the  firm  of  Plefchell  ahd  Brogden,  £,  50,000. 

618.  At«  tb^  whol^  of  tbofe  funis  fqt, yourfelves  only  ?  . 
Yes  ;  except  £.  10,000,  which  was  given  to  a  foreign  hou(^« 

•-'*'•♦  '     ^  Withdrew. 

EMANUEL  BARUH  LOU^ADA,  'Efqbrre,  calUd  in,  and 
examined.   -  *        ''       ,  *    y 

619.  .Are  yon  a  fub&ribcr  to  the  late  Loan,  in'whofe  lift,  and 
for  what  fum  ? 

.    Lao,  -iifcldr*  G6UfaiidS  lift,  to  the  ianoont  of ^  jo,6€$e': C 

620.  Is  that  whole  film  for  yottrfelf?> 

Yes  J  but  I  have  fuice  dif|iofcd  Of 'part  of  it'  amongft  my  own 
r-siatioaa.  .  .,  .    - 

-    *''  '    ■';  Withdrew. 

WIL- 


#$»        mPCmt  FMOU  TJftE  SSLBCr  COMMttrtt,  &4l» 

.WUilAM  MATHEW  ^ AIKES,  EfquiTO  c«Hc4  in,  nrf 
examined. 

isi.  Af«  you  a  fubfcriber  to  the  Ime  Loaa,  la  Irliofe  iiA,  ao4 
Ibrwiiatfam/ 

lam,  for  /"•  57,000;  j^^SOtOOO  m  Mr.  GoldTmid'a  lilt,  and 
7,doo>  aa  a  Dii«6tor  of  the  Royal  Richaagr  AfiiOAce  Com* 
pany. 

62s.  Are  thofe  fams  for  y6iirfelf  ilone  ? 

No. 

622.  Will  yoa  fiate  how  tonch  of  thofe  futau  is  for  yourfel^ 
and  the  names  of  the  perfons  amongft  whom  the  remainder  is 
diftobiitfd; 

^»  7»opbArmyielf* 

[Lift  deliveted  in  of  ihe  remaliider.  j 

Withditrw. 

JOB  MATHEW  RAlK£S»£rqaite»  caQedia^  fend 
"    aeo*         .... 


624.  Are  yoo  afoUcribqr  to  the  late  Loan,,  ill  wl^Cb  lift,  and 
for  what  fum  ? 
I  am,  for  £.  50.000,  in  Mr*  Goldfinid^s  lift* 
6zc.  Uik^ivikfActumff^yoiixklfi 

:  No. 

626.  Will  YOU  ftate  to  the  Committee  liow  miicb  of  that  fua 
is  £m:  yoiuie^  atid  the  names  of  the  perfoos  amongft  whom  the 
lemaioder  is  diftributed  ? 

The  wMe  of  it  was  fiir  ^  boufe  of  WiBi^m  and  Thomas 
Raikes,  and  Co. ;  to  wit,  William  Raikcs,  Thomas  Raikes,  Wil« 
Kam  iyiathow  Raikes,  ted  Job  Mathew  Raikes^  of  which  I  am 
a  partner. 

Withdrew; 

CLAUDE  SCOTT,  Efqiure,  caHed  in,  and  exaitimod« 

627.  Are^ou  a  fubfcriber  to  the  late  Loan,  in  whofe  Gft,  and 
for  what'  fum  f 

.  Yes  J  •  for  jj;^  5ow0OO,^in  Mr^  GoJdfmM'ff  lift*  * 
629.  Is  that  whole  mm  for  yporfelf  ? 
Yes ;  wholly  for  myfelf,  and  no  other  perfon  is  concerned. 
.  -•    ...:  •;  ./.;  : :  ,  .;:'  .1  .:•:.      :  :•  .        .. .  ^i  :        'WlAdlem 

COBiSaSb/^LX.SMAiJLiEY,  Efqaiiv,  cdUdh/aadraMfed. 

.  ^^9-.  A'cypu  ^fubfcriber  to  the  Ute'L6ao,*io  wLofi^Ulf/  iidd 

Tor  whaffain  r  •  - '  '    "    

I  am,  jin  Mr.  Thclluffon's  lift  for  £.  50,000,  and  in  Mr-  Gold- 
fmtd's  fo^  ^.  1 0,000. 
•/.  '•'  630.  Are 


llftPpIlTtia^M  THE  SELECT  OOIIillTraS,«c.     -^    to* 

(Sie.  Are  tkole whole  foisa  for  yooiftlf/ 

No. 

631  •  Will  you  fttte  to  the  Committee  hovr  much  of  thofe  fums 
is  for  yonrfelfy  aad  the  names  of  the  pcrfons  amongft  whoa  the 
remainder  is  diftribttted  ^ 

jf'.S^fOOoon  acooantof  myiidf  «idpartiien»  namely^  Samuel 
Thornton  aaud  Robert  Thorntons  and  j^.  2/300*00  acconnt  of  n 
Incod. 

Withdrew* 

ROB£llT  WATTS,  Efquire,.  called  in»  and  examined, 

6iu  Are  yoii  a  fabfcnbes  to  the  hte  Loan,  in  whole  lift>  aadl 
for  what  fam? 

Yefl>  in  the  lift  of  Mr«  Boyd>  £.  5[0|Ooo»  and  in  Mr.  GoU« 
Cmid's  £*  7^000. 

6$$.  Are  thde  whole  fnmt  for  yonrfdf? 

No. 

634.  Will  you  ftate  to  the  Committee  how  much  of  thofe  fuma 
is  foryottffelf,  and  the  nnmes  of  the  pcribos  amodgft  whom  tho 
«emaiader  is  diftributed/ 

The  film  on  my  own  accoimt  was  only/.  7»ooo  |  die  £.  5o»oboi 
was  for  the  account  of  Mr.  Shaw,  of  DabBn. 

Withdtew. 


Mtrthy  26^,  dii  Januarii  1796. 

J^Copies  of  the  contrads  or  agreements  for  the  Loans  for  the 
fervtcesof  diejcar?  i794f  I79S»  «n^  1796*  wturc  delivered 
in  to  the  Committee;  and  are  infcrted  in  Appeaduc^ 
Nbs.  19«  20|  21^  22,  23>  2^9  and  25.] 

LACHLAN  ROBERT  MACKINTOSH^  Efquire  caUed  W 
and  examined* 

635.    AR£)f0(rafub&ribertothehteLoan,anwhofelift,and 
^^  forwhatfom? 
I  am,  in  Mr.  Boyd's  lift*  for  die  fnm  of  jC>7^»ooOi 
636.  Is  that  whole  fnm  fbr  yotfrfelf  f 


636. 
No. 


657.  Will  yon  ftate  to  the  Committee  how  mnch  of  that  fum 
is  for  yourklf»  and  the  napies  of  the  pcrfons  ainoQgft  whom  the 
remainder  is  diftiihttted  ? 


^  X-  SQ»ooo  for  myfelf  ^  the  -  remainder  was  divided  among  three 
ifperent  petfons ;  one  tor  £  30,ooo»  and  two  fbr  /•  iQ«ooo 
.^k.  *i.^. — ^  ^r  >_u —  T  ^^  jj^j  ^^  liberty  to  mention,-  bat  I 

cmfent  fo  to  do» 

Withdrew. 

4d  £jl.;js 


*       , ^  . „  - 

.each}  th^nam^  of  whom  lam  not  at  Ubetty  to  mention,, 
will  apply  to  them  fbr  their  confent  fo  to  do» 

Withdrew. 


ELLIS  WERE>  irql6<e*}  caltbdin,  aiid  examhied. 

638t.  Art  70a  a-A^fcriber  to  the  h\t  Loaiiy'  in  whofelifty  mosi 
for  wbat  fum  ? 

I  am,  in  the  general  lift,  for  £.  ioo»oooi 

639.  Is  that  wbojc  Aan  f«r  yourfiilf  ^ 

Nopart  of  it.     -      .  .     .     ,         :.:... 

(40.  Will  yoa  (late  ikt  namea  of  the  per&ot  among  whom  Uiat 
fum  if  diftribated  t 

I  am  under  fome  difficalty  about  that  ;.,.(nany  of  our  cnftoDcieny 
who  did  not  choofe'to  have  their  immes  mentioitcd,  are  inchided 
UMiejr  the  naoocs  of  Mi9r  Horvyold  aodmy^df ;  and  of  coorfe  we 
ftaud  pledged  not  to  difclofe  their  names,  and  it  would  intcrfJBrr 
jtith  the  iiitcreft  of  qur  bttfia^C»  &  1  havr  no  oshtr  reafon  to  affign 
than  that  we  are  bound  oy  honour  and  promtie>  and  that  it 
would  interfere  with  ib^  wtareft  of  mukfoi  them  who  are  fo* 
reigners. 

641 .  What  part.of  the  bxak  is  far  foreignert  I 
That  I  cunnot  exi^tt* 

642.  Will  you  ftate  to  the  Committee,  as  (bon  as  you  ean  in- 
.fcrm  yaarfidf  properly  on  the  fubycdl,  how  noch  of  that  fum  ia 
ibr  foreigners,  without  Tcfritnce  to  naoiesl    . 

I  canaot  give  that  information;  I  believe  Mr.  Homyold  can. 

643.  Was  the  fum  of  ^^.235,0009  which  Hands  in  the  name  of 
Chailes  Homyold,  wha  has  beea  ilatad  to  be  a  partner  io  your 
houfe,  diftfibuted  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  j^.ioo^ooo  ^ 

Yes,  it  was  dt^^tt|f4  ^W^ng^  ^h^  aujiomrs  or  correfpond- 
ents  of  our  houfe. 

Withdrew: 

CHARLES  HORNYdLD,  Bi^ulre,  taUed  m  f nd  examined. 

644.  Are  you  a  f|ibfcrtber  to  the  bte  lioaui  in  iKhoIe  liftf  and 
for  what  fum? 

,  I  am,  in  Ro{>artaand  Cb^s  lift,  to  the  aaMwat  ^i£^%$tQ^o^ 

645.  Is  that  whole  fum  for  yourfelf  I 
No. 

646.' Are  7on.ae|uaiatcd.  with  the  diftribntiofi  oTth^  fom  of 
£,  100,000  which  ftands  in  the  name  of  Bllig  Weic  I 
No— I  am  not. 

647.  How  much  of  thefttaof  ^J55VDGO'isi  yoor^own  lu^iw  ia 
for  yourftlf  ? 

/;.i  00,000  for  the  honfe  exdufivdy. 

648.  Will  yoa  ftate  to  the  Conuaittte  the  naawi  of  ik^ 
among  whom  the  remaining /.  135,000  is  diftnbutedf 

It  IB  di&rtbuted  betwe^  three  tore^ers»  whdfe  aasca  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  mention. . 

649.  Do  yooifeakcfyoar  own  knowledge^  that  abaft  fiaoa  was 
diftribated  among  fott^;BCia  only  I  ... 

650.  Do 


<l50.  Do  you  kttow of  w&om  tefbniilioii eanb^  obtaiiied  rc^ 
fpeaing  the  diilribtrtitib  '6^  loO.oooi;  ftanding  in  ^he  name  of 
CIHfi  Were? 

Jf o,  I  Ao  not* 

"Ifrithdrew. 

Mr.  WERE  ^gaincaJledin»  and  examined.  ' 

€$u  W31  yon  ende&vour  to  iDform  yourfclf  of  Jcht.nandcs.of 
tlie  ptfSqn^  among  whom  the  1jOO,oooL  is4iftnbu(€d«  and  deliver 
in  a  M  of  them  to  the  Committee  i 

TeiH-I  wHl^if  tkcycdnfciit«  .  -   .  \.  . 

^„  Withdrew. 

SOlJOMON  SALQMONSt  E£)uire»  callfld  in)  and  eamined. ' 

652.  Are  you  a  fubfcrib^r  to  the  late  Loan,  in  whofe  lifE^  and 
for  what  fnm  ? 

I  ftand  as  a  contra^or  in  the  lift,  for  the  ^nm  of  6S5»oooL 

65'^.  How  much  of  that  fum  ftands  in  your  own  name/ 

52o,oool' 

054.  la^t  whole  film  for  yourl'elf  only/ 

No. 

655.  Will  you  fiate  to  the  Committee  jbow^ much  of  thatfpm 
is  for  yourfelL  $nd-;tl^  names  of  the  j)ei;}bna'amoD£  whom  the 
remainder  is  diftrihuted  ?  ^ 

I  will  ftate  what  was  for  myfdf,  to  wit.  i66»oool.  as  to  the  rc^ 
maindcr  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  mention  it :  and  X  (hould  not  like 
to  betray  a  truft  which  has  been  commUtea  to  me« 

656.  Will  you  endeavour  to  obtain  their  permiffion  to  mention 
aheir  names^  and  4eliyer  in  the  lift  to  the  Comnitte  ? 

yes. 

Withdrew. 

ELEA2ER  PHILI?  SALOMONS,  Efquire,  calUcd  in,  and 
examined. 

6;7.  Are  yon  a  comrsAor  to  the  late  Loaa^  in  whofe  lift,  and 
lor  what  inm  ?  - 

y^^- for  the  fum  <>f  ^,71  i,6ooL 

65s.  How-mtjiel»</f  rhat  iunK  ftands  in  your  own  name? 

Only  358,000!.  but  tWe  is  a  further  fam  8oo,oooK  iti  my 
own  lift,  in  th^  name  of  fionjamifi  an4  Abfaham  Goldfnud,  whkh 
belongs  to  me. 

6C9.  Is  the  whole  of  that  fnm  of  1,1581000!.  for  yourfelf  only  ? 

660.  Will  you  ftate  to  the  Conmittee  hoif  much  of  tfhat  futt 
is  for  yourfelf,  and  the  names  of  the  perfoat  among  wfaoa  the 
remainder  is  diftribnted  I 

About 


About  5|o  Of  C40,ocx)lf  wat  ipr  myUS^refpeeLing  tfae  r^aiain- 
dcr  I  «m  not  at  Iibeny  to  ftate  tlie  difixibutioflu   . 

66i.  WiUyott  endeavour  to  bbuin  nermiffion  of  the.  pedbna 
Biaong  whom  that  remaint^  fum  was  oiftribatedy  and  dqiy^.m 
a  lift  qC  their -names  to  the  Committee  f 

I  wiU  make  a  point  of  it. 

663*  Has  any.  other  perfon.  dire^y  or  indire^lyy^ifiny  iotereft 
ia.thftt  fam  of530  or  540,000!,  before  mentioned  ?      \ 
^  No,  it  if  all  my  own. 
.  Withdrew^ 

JUDAH  PHILIP  SALOMONS,  called  in,  and  exaiAinrd. 

663.  Are  yon  a  fubfcriber  to  the  late  Loao^  in  whofe  lift,  and 
for  what  fum  ? 

•  I  am,  in  the  lift  of  Solomon  Salomons,  ^r  the  fm»  of  55»oool« 

664.  Is  that  whole  &im  for  yonrfelf?  ^ 

'  Yes—and  no  other  perfon  has  any  intercft-iniiwhatibvcr. 

Withdttw. 

ABRAHAHAM  GOLDSMID,  Efq.  called  b,  and  examined, 

665.  Are  you  a  ctfntraCbr  to  the  late  Loan^  in  whofe  lift|  and 
for  what  fum? 

1  am,  for  the  fum  of  2,q66>oooI«  •     ■•«      ^ 

'  666.  Are  yon  a  fubfcnber  for  lUiy  further  fums  in  the  Itfta  oC 
the  other  contraAors  ? 
Yea.— 

In  Mr.  RobarU's  lift  for    ^^.70,000 

In  Mr.  Aiflabie's       —       3«,ooo 

^  In  Mr.  Solomon  Salomon's  20^600 

In  E.  P.  Salomon's     —    930,006 

1,050,000 
2,966,000 

4»o  16,000 

"  667.  For  how  mnch  of  the  feveral  fums  for  which  you  appear  aa 
a  contraSor  or  fubfcriber,  amounting  to  4,016,000!,  have  you  U^ 
livered  in  the  names  of  aov  other  perfoDS  as  fabfcribers  ? 
To  the  beft  of  ;ny  recoWeaion  524,0001 

668.  Is  the  whole  gf  the  remainder,  an^ounting  to  3, 492,oooU 
for  yourfclf  only? 

669.  Will  you  ftatc  to  the  Committee  how  much  of  that  fum  is 
for  yoorfelf,  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  among  Whoin  the  re- 
mainder m  diftributcd  ?  .    ^%,r  .,      3       hir 

/•482,ooo  for  my  brother  Benjamin  Qoldlmid  and  myltlt ;  as 
to  tte  rcmaming  3,010,000 1  can't  give  up  a  lift,  as  I  was  in  ho- 

nour 


XkPoUt'mOM  tHB  SXtBCT  COMMITTEE,  &C     ^o-^ 

wit  boixnd  not  to  do  fo ;  I  could  Tqrniih  the^  Cominittce  with  fe^ 
vcral  names  of  pcrfons  to  whom  I  did  not  make  that  precife  pro- 
inife;  .bat  as  there  are  fcSreral  gentlemen  concerned,  fuch  as  ban* 
kers,  ic  woold  prove  an  inconveniency  to  them,  for  fear  they 
might  be  called  on  by  their  cnftomers  for  not  having  allowed  theai 
fiiares^  bat  lean  attore  the  Committee,  that  there  is  no  gentle* 
man  coBcerpcd  who  has  any  thing  to  do  in  political  matters. 

670.  Will  you  endeavour  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the^  perfons 
to  whom  you  have  alluded,  and  with  their  permiffion  deliver  in  m 
£ft  of  their  oamea  to  the  Committee  ? 

I  have  applied  to  the  major  part  of  them,  and  they  have  unlvcr* 
fally  difapproved  of  my  publifliing  their  names. 

671*  Will  you  then  deliver  in  a  lift  of  the  names  as  perfe^lai 
you  fhall  be  able  to  make  it,  and  affigning  reafons  where  xht 
names  do  not  appear  ? 

•  I  will- 

Withdrew. 

CHRISTOPHER  TERRY,  Efquire,  called  in,  and  examined- 

672.  Were  you  included  in  the  lift  of  perfons  who  intended  to 
fvjbfcribe  for  the  Loan  under  Mr.  James  Morgan! 

•  i  was.      '      * 

673.  In  confequenee  of  Mi^  Morgan's  difappointment,  were 
yoy  deputed  by  any  of  the  fubfcribers  to  his  lift  to  wait  on  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?     . 

At  a  general  meeting,  a  Committee  was  appointed,  which 
Committee  deputed  me  and  Mr,  Biown  to  wait  on  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer. 

674.  Can  you  ftate  what  pafled  at  that  meeting } 

i  I.  went  with  Mr.  Srowu,  on  or  about  the  fecona  of  December* 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  we  ftated  to  him  the  reafon 
of  bur  attendance^  which  was,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee wiihed  to  reprcfent  their  grievances,  owing  to  his  not  harm- 
ing allowed  a  competition  for  the  Loan.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  reply,  related  what  had  pafled  at  the  meeting  whes 
Mr.  Morgan  attended  for  fettling  the  prelimioaries ;  and  faid« 
be  wiihed  to  fatisfy  Mr.  Brown  and  me,  that  what  he  did  was  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large ;  he  alfo  read  the  letter  that  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Boyd,  the  night  previous  to  the  intended 
meetiag :  he  faid,  after  reading  and  confidering  it,  he  thought 
f*  that  Mr.  Boyd's  claim  deferved  ibme  degree  of  attention" — I 
think  thofe  were  his  very  words ;  but  he  acknowledged  that,  in 
his  opinion*  Mr.  Boyd  had  no  legal  preference.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  uud,  he  had  wished  to  afcertain,  whether  any 
agreement  had  been  made,  at  the  time  of  making  the  former 
Jjoan,  refpeAing  Mr.  Boyd's  claim  ;  on  which  he  coofulted  witk 
the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  with  refpeft  to  any  converiation 
which  h^d  pafied  at  the  former  IiOan.     That  the  Governor  of 

the 
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the  Bank  informed  him^  chat  it  had  not  been  ufual  to  make  a  new 
Loan  till  die  laA  payment  of*  the  former  one  was  feade.  Tfie 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  a(ked,  whether  ft  frag  Bis  in* 
tention  tp  have  fettled  the  Loan  on  that  day  ? — he  faid,  that  it 
vas  not;  that  faU  reai^on  for  fettling  h  on  that  day  was,  ihat  Mr. 
Morgan  and  Mr.  Me!Ii(h  havinjg  refiifed  to  become  c^ompetitors^ 
he  was  left  with  the  other  parties  only;  that  hefirft  eoafiilted 
with  the  Governor  and  tieputy  Governor  of  tl^e  Bati):  onthc 
terms,  and  then  clofed  with  Mr.  Boyd,    ,  ,  * 

675.  Have  you  anyreafon  to  apprehend,  that  a  better  bar|^ailj 
wouki  have  been  made  for  the  public,  if  M^**  Moij^q  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  a  competition  for  the  Loan  ? 

I  have  reafon  to  think  lo. 

676.  Did  you  g'lvt  to  any  gcntleRian  Atithorhy  to  ftafe  Id  par* 
liament,  that  Mr.  Morgan  would  have  made  an  offer  bv  4t  feaft 
two  per  cent,  more  advantageous  for  the  public  hid  he  tiita  faeea 
persiitted  tabid  ? 

I  did. 

677.  Was  not  that  authority  derived  in  partfrom  converbiiont 
with  Mr.  Morgan  f       • 

It  was. 

67S.  At  whfLt  time  had  you.that  converCation  with  Mr*  Mor^ 
gan,  which  led  you  to  uppofe  that  he  would  o£er  terms  of  tWQ 
ftr  cent*  WDWt  favoorablj  10  the  public  ? 

The  day  iiter  the  1  >)aa  was  agreed  upon, 

679.  Was  it  not  then  publicly  known  what  the  term$  Were  i 

Yes. 
.     •  .    .  Withdrci^. 

Received,  and  read,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pafcoe  GaenleU,  d«ed 
Spring  iQardcn,  25th  January  1796;  on  the  fisbjeft  of Jiia 

^Mb,  received,  and  read,  a  liote  fivm  Mr.  GtKifchaH  Johnfclu 
dated  Albemarie^rtetp  251k  January  ^7961  oa  thofiibjcA 
of  has  lift. 


Lunetj  dit  18  FthfHiitrii  I79&» 

Mr.  ABRAHAM  OOLDSMm  again  Galled  in^  tad  etamined  | 
and  delivered  in  his  HIL 


A. 


^ND  h«  was  aflced  | 
680.  It  appearing  that  the  flim  1,15 3^000  yet  ranaiiu  1 
counted  for,  how  is  tiiat  fum  diftrrbated  ? 

Among  different  petfons,  to  whom  I  am  vnder  reffn£tions  not 
to  mcdtion  their  namcs^  af  wiiick  tiie  grcvteft  patt  are  bankers 

(58 1  •  Whether, 


&BPOtT  FROM    TMB  S^tttT  COMlf ITTBB^  ftc;        *<>' 

68 1.  Whether,  s^qaon;  the  per  fans  whofe  names  yon  ftateyour- 
felf  to  be  undei'  an  cfagagement  to  conceal,'  is  ihete  any  one  whom 
ypo  cpnfijder^i^t  authorized  by  the  Chaiicellorjof  the  Excheqaer 
to  apply  to  yoa  to  be  put  on  your  lift,  or  who  Is  in  any  way  con- 
neaed.wUhhirof 

No  one  wbatfoever-^I  bcpr  leave  to  repeat  that  there  is  no  one 
U  a  political  charaAer  (naleft  ibere  flipold  be  any  member  of 
paHianieiit  coaccrncd  a9  a  partner,  in  any  banl^ing  or  mercantile 
bonre)  or  in  any  way  whatever  connefted  with  the  treaiury,  that 
<bii  aoyfliareor  btereft  whatever  in  my  lift)  and  tbis  I  ihould  be 
teady  at  any  time  to  atteft  upon  oath. 

6ia..  Do  you  know  whether  the  fum  of  130,0001.  (landing  ia 
the  lu&fpe  of  X^pUimidf  ^(^j  aadCo.  ia  on  thek  fole  accoont  ? 

J  Icpow  it  tobe  entirely  fo. 

6S3.  JDo  yoa  know  whether  the  fum  of  6d,ooo!,  ftanding  in 
the  name  of  N.  Levcin«  i^  on  his  own  account  ? 

Yes;  and  that  the  5  5, 060! /which  ftands  in  his  name  in  the 
lift  which  I  now  deliver,  id  foi;  Mr.  E.  P.  Salomons,  is  alibon  hie 
own  account  entirely.  "  . 

[And  the  faid  lift  wasdeKvered'io.J 

684.  Do  vou  knov^  wfaetber  the  fum  of  scoool.  ftanding  io 
the'  name  of  L.  D«'  Symoos,  it  on  bis  oivn  acomnt  i  ' 

1  know  it  is. 

Withdrew. 
Reeeived,  and  readi  a  letter  from  Mr.  Boyd,  dated  SackviUe 

Street,  30th  January  I7j6;  and  alfiot 
A  lettci*  from  Mr.  Jamei  Drumtaondp  dated  27th  January 

1796,  on  the  fubjea  of  Mr.  Mackintdh'a  Lift, 
Alfo  received,  and  read,  a  letter  from  Tadab  Ph.  Salomons 
dated  30th  January  1796,  ftating  bia  baving  6;oool*  in  the 
lift  of  £.  P.  Salomon!,  efy  ire. 

Mr.  ORENFELL  agata  caUed  n,  and  cgcMained. 

685.  Do  yoa  perM  in  decUaing  to  give  io  a  U^  of  the  names  of 
the  perfons  upon  your  lift  ? 

I  do :  my  reafon  is,  I  could  not  do  it  without  l)eing  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  promiie. 

686;  Whether,  among  ihp  perfims  wbo^  nsmc$  you  ftate  your* 
ielf  to  be  under  aa  enga^meot  to  conceal,  13  tjici:e  any  one  whoni 
you  cenfidered  a«  authorued  by  the  CbanceUor  o£  the  Exchequer 
to  apply  to  you  to  be  putpa  your  lift>  oc  wh^  b  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  bim  ? 

Certainly  n^^f :  and  I  ftionid  be  rw)y  to  atteft  tbu  HPQn.o^,  If 
called  ttpoB.  ; 

Withdrew.* 


M^tis, 


kt       ltEMRTF]U)MT|IBSE;.ECTCOM^TT££|^|b^.    . 

Mortis^  2?  Se  Febrmrii  1796. 
Mr.  JAMES  CR AtTFURD  attended^  and  delivered  m  his  IJff; 

MEVIER  COHEN^  efqmre^  called  io,  and  ezainiiKd4 

£97.  TT  Appears  that  tou  are  a  fabfcrifact  on  Mr.  £«  P.  Salo^ 
i-  mon^s  lift  for  tne  fom  of  200^ oooK  is  that  fnm  enmcly  on 
jowr  bi^  acconnt  ? 

It  is :  no  other  perfon  is  diredlf  or  indiredly  oonceracd^  or  h«» 
anj  intereft  therein* 

WitUrew. 
Mr.  JOHN  B ATTVE  again  called  in,  aftd  examined  ; 
And  he  defired  to  give  the  following  explanation  to  his  former 
cwidence  ; 

M7  name  ftands  on  Mr.  Thellidba'a  M  for  43tOOo/.— I  belbi^e 
informed  the  committee  that  7>ooo.'  of  that  fom  was  for  myielT 
and  partner— ^the  other  369000L  (not  being  immediately  con^ 
cemed  in  it)  Ipd.  efcaped  my  recollection  when  I  was  laft.  beforo 
the  committee  i  it  was  thus  divided; 

(Lift  delivered  b.) 

Mr.  THOMAS  HAMMERSLEY  attended,  and  delivend  im 
his  lift. 

And  he  was  a/ked, 
^    699.  Did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Escheqti er»  or  any  perfon  whom 
you  confidered  as  amhorized  by  him»  make  any  application  to 
yoa  rc^jpedin^  thediftribution-of  that  (hare  of  the  Loan  of  which 
you  had  the  diipoial  f 
'    Certainly  not. 

^f^thdi«w. 

Mr.  ELLIS  WERE  again  called  In,  and  examined. 
6S9.  Hare  yott  brought  the  lift  with  yon  of  the  iqo«oooI« 
.  which  remained  unaccounted  for» .  of  that  part  of  the  Loan  which 
was  diftr{butad4>y  the  Houfe  of  Mcfirs  Roberts,  Curtisj  and  Co.  a 
to  wit/ 5,o66,oooU  ? 
I  ^ve  not.  '   ' 

6^.  State  your  reafon  why  yon  perfift  in  your  refufal  f 
I  have  recurred  to  thegendemen,  who. will  not  pemit  it. 
691.  Did  the  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer,  oranyperfofi 
whom  you  confidered  as  anthorized  by  him,  make  any  applicadou 
to  you  refpedtin^  the  diftr&uticn  of  that  (hare  of  the  Loan  o€ 
which  you  had  the  difpofal  ? 

'     No ;  and  I  (hould  have  no  ol]je£tion  to  make  an  affirmadon  to 
die  truth  of  that  aifeition.  ' 

Withdrew, 
Received*  and  laead,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Georj^e  Ridge,  diued 
eharing  Crofs,  February  a,  17^^  indofing  his  lift« 

Alfos 


^Bf  OUT .  fJ^O  M'  T^^  SJOE^T  CQ^JMITWE,  4k.  ar^ 

Al£>»  received,  and  read,  a  letter  from  Mr-  Jamefi  Atkinibn,  dated 
Lombard  Street,  2od 'February  1796,  indofiag  hii  lift. 

Alfo,  receif ed,  ansl  T^^iy  a  Letter  trom  Henry  Davidfony   dated 
^edibrd'Sauare,  Monday,  ift  February,  inclofinv  his  lift. 

HKOf  f ec«vf d,  iind  ruip  a  IfUer  fro#n  Sir  Rohq-t  HeinitfSy  4^^ . 
St«  Jamcft'^  Street,  ift  February  1796^  lAclofiog  his  lift. 
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Kenfington  Gofe, *Nov.  1 6, 1 795. 

HAVE  the  honor  to  acquaintyou^  that,  confid^ine  it  to  be 
your  fixed  principle  in  all  pofliLle' cafes  to  difpofe  ol  Loans  by 
competition;  1  Jij^a^ve  brmod  a  lift  Ip  euihleme  toofi^  for  the  cq-- 
ftting  Loan,  to  thti  sjnowat  af  15  millions,  and  to  be<extended  if 
neceilary — Theiiibfcribers  are  ^boiK  400  real  AockholderSj^  and 
monicd  mfn,  ai^d  .arc  prepared  to  make  ihg  Daymem.— ^^I  bav£  »t 
my  banker's  upwards  gf  jpcoopl.  anduin  hav«  fOOjQPoi.l&qre 
at  a  moment's  notice,  to  depofit  asa.  fecurity«-<-*It  hai  faiaea  my  ain^ 
tohavenofubfcrihorsforbrgc  funm  bttt  todiffafe  the  4ublcri{>-> 
tion;  aad  J  can  wjiik  confidence  affure  yott#  Sir,  Uijit  the  lift  ia* 
complete  and  pfQpOT /or  the  parpgfii,  and  vfU  tend  to  advan^  th(i 
price  of  the  pootr%a-^And  coofi^mng,  that*  ui  cqndnMiig  £> 
important  a  conc«5P#  >¥  i«  praper  for  m«  to  be  prepiurod  to  peet 
all  polfihle  events ;  and  refle^ng^  Ihs^  eircomftances  may  make  it 
Dccefiary,  and  parliament  may  agree  )o  guarantee  a  further  Lpaa  to 
be  raifed  10  England -for  his  Majefty  the  emperor ;  in  that  ca(t,  I- 
am  ready,  on  behalf  of  my  lift  qI' (ubCciibers,  to  confortn  tfll|#ttr 
own  conditions,  by  a  pofitive  er  eventual  Aglreemeat;  t^avin^o* 
tire  confidence  that  you  always  a4  wiih  the  beft  iuteiuioasy  a«d 
conformable  to  jui^pc.->-I  have  thchonor  to  be^ 

SI  R,  • 

YourttcAy 
The  Right  Hon-  Win-  Pitt. 

«  Appendix^ 


*!•        REPOUT  PROM  TH«  SELECT   COWTMITTEE,  &C« 

Appendix,  No.  2.    .        _ 

Bank  of  England,  pec..  I  yVx  795' 
COPlESoftbcdifftrcntLISTSofthcSUBSCRIBERS  ^ 
to  the  L  O  A  N  of  the  prefent  Year  (fomhc  Service  6f  the  Year 
1796)  as  fcni  into  the  Bank  by  the  Contraaors  for  the  fame. 


Governor  ^aPepV  Go^crnorW  the' Bank     --^  ' 
Governor,  Dep.  CTOvernor,and  Dircd.  of  the  Bank 

The  Eall  India  Company  ,  — : J 

Royal  Exchange  AiTurancc  Company  — 

London  Affurance  Company        — -     .   — — 

South  Sea  Company  -^-^  * - 

Trinity  Houfc  ■  

Abciham  Nc^Iand,  for  himfelf  and  pfhce        — 

Pafcoe  Grenfell,  Efq.  ' 

EUis  Were,  Efq.  r— • 


-!-*■ 


Meff.  Boyd,  Besfidd^  and  Co.  £,  5,7o4^,ooe>;««rfr,; 

.  To  John  fulius  Angerftein,  Efq.     ^ 

GodVchall  Johttfpn,  Efq.         •**- 
*  Ch^. 'Harries,  Efq.  and  Co*        ^ 

iSir  Francf«  Ford,  Bart.         —    . 
WilHam  Smith,  Etq.  Lombard  Street, 
George  Smith,  Efq,-  dkta      - 

Jaf^erAtkinfon,  J/Efq:     ditto.       -  • 
<^dward  M'Colloch,  Efq.  and  Co. 
'  TKomaa  Hammerlley,  Biq.  — 

fa  of 

S^r  RobcitHerries  and  Co- 


!a  of  xo  m.  "J  * 
6  of  5ra.  ( 
•6 of. 31m.  I 
laof  1  m.  J 


HjTcfTrt.  Walwyn,  Wm,  Petiic,  and  Co. 

Jt»hn  Petrie,  Efq.  • • 

WiUiam  Peine,  Efq.             >■■ 
Meffrs.  J.  Petrie,  Campbell,  and  Co. 
MciFrs.  Davidfbns  and  Graham        — 
James  C^rcy,  Efq..  • 

iohn  Battye,  Efq.                 
)aniel  Giles,Efq.                 • 

Daniel  Giles,  jun .  Efq.  ■* 

fdward  Mafon,  Efq.  -— 1^ — 


35«,ooo 

250,000 
xoo,ooo 
5*0,000 
50,000 
50,000 
z  00,000  •* 
i  00^00 

.8o|poo 

50,060 
25.0CO 
"5IJ,ooo  • 
50,000 
75,000 
20,000 
5P>OQQ 
90,000 
20,000 
lO^OCO 


'  100,000 
400,000 
300,000 

2O0fO0O 

200,000 
^00,000 
100,000 

100,00Q 

f00,C0Q 


Carried  over  i  ,895,009  <  ,8op,oooo 


UPQRT  FROM  THE  SELCCIT  COMMITTEE,  Sk:     ^n 

r.'         '  "        Brought  foiwird  1,895,000  1,800,000 

aamuel  Beachcroft,  £fq, ._        ■  16,000 

Samuel  Bofan^uet,  ^fq,        ..  io,ooo 

Brook  WatfoB,  Efq.              _-  .    ^0,000 

Peter  Defbroflb,  Efq.             r-  3,000 

John  Shoolbrad,  Efq*              -— .  8,000 

Gilbert  Young*  Efqy.               i-»^.  .  5,000 

Cuihbcrt  Rippon,  Efq.           ,  *     5,000 

Mcfls.  Cheap  and  Loughnaa            —  50,000 

James  Arthur^  Efo.             -i—  25,000 

Edmund  Larkcn,  Vq,            ^— r-.  i8«ooo 

P°nj"Higgins,  Efq.            ,-^  .    12,506    . 

J.P.Hankey^Efq.               .  ,0,000      .. 

John  Rae.  Efq,                ■    n    ..,  g^ooo 

Mcffrs.  Caldckugh  and  Boyd         —  10,000 

Edward.Vaux,    Efq.    |'J^;|       ^     ^5,000 

John  and  Alexander  And^on,  Efqrj.  1 0,000 

George  YcIver|on,  Kendal,  Efq.    25.000 

'  James  Brogden,  Efq.  ^  3^;ooo 

Meflrs.  PicfchcU  and  Brogdcn  {|^^*}  50.000 

Alexander  Baxter,  Efq.             «-..«.  10,000 

John  Taylor  Vaughan,  Efq..           20,000 

William  Gemmell,  Efq.                 •  .    ,  20,000 

Robert  Watts,  Efq.      .       -• .  50,000 

Mcfffs.  Newnham,  Everett,  and  Co.  30,000 

George  Whcatky   Efq,          ,0,000 

Meffrs.  Kymcr,  M'cTaggart  and  Co*  10,000 

K.L.Willis,  Efq.                — ^  -,000 

William  Bell,  ]un.  Efq.             ^  s,ooo 

Ifaac  Minet,  Efq.                 *, —  20,000 

Meffrs.  Milligan  and  Mitchell        —  1 0,000 

John  Pafley,  Efq.  .— .        ..  _    ,  5,000 

Francis  Melviij  Efq*  _-  10,000 

James  Sibbald>  Efq        ..  ^— ^      .     30,000 

Meffrs.  Marm,  and  Georg«-Pcatock  5,000 

John  Anthony  Rucker,  Efq.        15,000 

Daniel  Henry  Rucker,  Efq.  -: —  5,000 

Godfrey  Thornton,  Efq^  and  Son  30,000 

Abraham  Newland,  Eiq.  . 20,000 

Meffrs.  BidduJjph,  Cocks  and  Co.      —       15.000 

William  Luihington  Efq.         ^ —        40,006 

Meffrs.  Bolder©  and  Co. .    20,000 

Jamci  Craufard,  Efq.         , 100,000 

Carried  over  1.740,000       1,800,000 


«^     itkvokr  nott  rttr«tttit  tonmntity  itt. 


Meffrs.  Sikes,  Sngith,  and  Snaith  —  io>«xx> 
Baitlet  Goodrich,  Efq,  — *— .  .  io,boo 
Gilbert  FraDcfclyn,Efq.  -^—  —  8>ooO 
George  Curling,  Efq.  *■   '  "  ■  8,ooo 

John  Ribcs,  Efq.        *— —        8,oocv 

Mr.  WiUiam  HanCoek        200>ooo 

Mr.  Richard  Ofwln  ■  200,000 

William  Forfetcen,  Efq,    •        — —  J.ooa ' 

Philip  Rillict,  Efq*  ■  .  5,ooo 

Richard  Baiwdl, BV^  ■"-  it),dOO 

Aug.  R.  Hankey,  Efq.  — —  —  .  SfO<^ 
Edward  Cox,  E.'q.  — —  10,000 

Meffrs.  Blanckenay,  Chauvtt,  and  Co;  5,000 

Robert  Hankey,  Efq.  --  i  o^cfoo 

Meffrs.  Colesj  Godwin,  aQ4  Coles  iO/^oa 

John  Waher,  Efq. '    .    4>ooO 

Meffrs.  Puget  and  Bainbridge  *"  ■■*  A^^^>^^ 
Wm.  Edward^Efq,  (Accowttantof  theJklik)  5,000 
Will-am  Ktngsford,  Efq 


William  Ogilvie,  Efq.  •— — 

Colonel  Barry      — —  ■ 

Robert  Petric^  M.  D.          — • 
R.  M.  Spence,  Efq.    — ^ 

iohn  Neibitt,  Efq.   .      ■  — 

leffrs.  Phyn,  Ettiec,  and  IngHi      — — 
Francis  Melvil  Efq.  (for  Baron  WoIlF) 
Drutnmond  Smith,  Eiq.  ■■  ■  ■' 

Thomas  Littledale,  Elq*      ■■  '  ■ 
William  Ncttleihipp,  Elq.  — 

iN.  Maillard,  Efq.        --  — 

.  Tahourdin,  Efq#  — 

George  Munro  —  -■*- 

Patenck  George  Craufurd,  Efq.  — — 
Mr.  J.  Humble  f  Bullion  Office)  — 
Richard  Molefworth,  Efq.  ^    ■ 

Bartholomew  Huber  Efq.  — — 

James  Reed  Bfq.  — — - 

Sir  James  Efdaile,  and  Co.  — — — 

W.  H.  Cocsvdt,  Ef<}.  ~ 

Robert  Saunders,  Elq. ' '         — — 
Richard  Parkins,  Efq.         —         — r 

W.  H.  Johnfon,  Efq.  

Sir  John  Earner         — •  — 

MeHh.  Earner,  Wells,  and  Headley 


10,000 

lOjOOO 

B,oo6 
8,000 
5,000 
5,000 
50,000 

lO^OOO 

1 0,000 

10,000 

a5,ooa 

5,000 

5,000 

8,000 

S»<^o 

1 0,000 

5,000 

5,000 

»o,ooa 

10,006 

30,000 

5,000 

5,060 

5»ooo 

5,000 

•10,000 

10,000 


l,^OO,OC0 


Carried  forward  1,842,000       1 1800^000 


-»B?oRr  moM  tHt  sascf  cOMMitrife, ».     *  ^ 

Bwog»it  <>vcr  1,842,000.      l^8pO|OQO 
Thomas  Watfon,  Bfq.  (Alder  man  bury)     .  5.000 
Meilrs.  Senioi' and  Mandes        —       * —     i<5,o6o 
Mcflra.  Mac.Tavifli,  Frafcr,  indCo.  *        ro,ooo 
William  Shajjp,  Efq,  —  ~    4,000  ' 

-  John  Mackay,  Ef^.  —  -=-^  '     5,000       ' 

Robert  Slade/Eft].  3,006 

Mcffrs.  J.  M.'Siorpctand'Co.*       — —    "   lo.boo 
James  Seton^'Ei^.  —  *  _      3,000 

James  Mackenzie,  Efq.  "         —        '  *   5,060 
J.  A.  Dubuiflbn,  Bfq.    '         ■  2,600 

Meflirs.  Barclay^s  and  Tritlon         — •  *      30,00a 
William  Wari,  Efq.  — .^'  '  fo,6oo '      ♦ 

iohn  Chalie,  Efq*         ■  —        I0,ooo 

Ir,  Hoftcn    '  — —  -— i-  5,000 

Sir  Andrew  Hammond  •=i^: jjOOO 

The.  Read,  Ef<^.  (Imperial  Am^.-Otlice)     '  5,000       '        ' 

Anthony  Manpn,  Efq.        "    — l2,ooo  '    ' 

Edward  Maxirell,  Efq.  — i."  25,000' 

Mrs.  Anne  Ren^  Bontcrtis- Achard  "  1 0,006      ' 

Henry  Hoyle  0<idie»  ETq.  — -•5,oo«y 

Meifri.  Lockharts  &  Co.  "(ferMr.  Hogdan)  5^000  "        ' 
William  Adam,  Efij.  -   -    ""  5,000 

r2o  rti.'j- 

.  L.  R.  Mackiatofli,  Efq.  i  ?^  "'^  i    — ..   7o,oo« 


f2o  m.y 
loll    -'^.c 
10  m,  3' 


John  William  Ker,*  Efq.        ■    ■    ■  150.0C0 

Waller  Boyd,  Jrnir.  Efq.            ..i::-=r  150,060 

John  Stockwdl,  Efq.         \    -^  -  20;ooo 

Bayd,  fienfield,  and  Co;    *  ■'■  ■  ■  ~i*S93 *^^ 


Mcffrs.  Robaits,  Curtis,  und  Co.    £.z,j66;doo  ;  t»/2. 

Charles  Brooke        ■  -     — ^a^      ii,OGk> 

John  StroCher  Aocrum         *  1  ■■  ■             3,QP<» 

Edward  Auftcn          — ;-     •  ^— ^^    —  3,000 

James  Arthur          —  — -m-         ij,qoo 

William  Atki<nlbn               1 1  ■■              22,500 

Benjamin  Babbfge              —  -^     3,000 

John  Bulland           -—  »               1 1,000 

John  Brazier  '          *         .^  —1    '-rrjoo  ' 

James  Bidden                       ■>  ^—       '3,006 

Charles  Branfidon            — — »  ::-         16,060 

Lc  Merle  Dc  B«aufbnd          ■  4,octo 


Carried  for#ard  530,000       7,504,000 


^       ftEPORT  TK&IX  THB  SECRET  COMBOTTBE,.  (M 

•a        u  ^'              ^- 

Brooghtover  930,000       y,^o^,o0<^ 

Jofcph  Berwick        *-—             ---t-  45^000 

Wilfbun  Barker             t.,-.,                —  j  1,000 

GeomBogg         — —              ^--.  5,500 

Jerefiatley          —                   ^ — -  5,500 

Benjamin  Bade/        — — .               *— -  *  5,500 

Jofeph  Buflman                      »           —  ^,000 

Thomas  Berwick   *     — — .            ■     «..  5*500 

William  Borradaile                   ■  ■■    —  li^ooo 

Robert  Crafton        -^                 •^—  11,000 

Benjamin  Collier           — *             *j—  5^500 

Charles  Clarl^        — —                    -*—  5>50o 

JohaCouiins.        -^—  •—  -^    9,000 

Peter  Clark          -i—              .  ^-^  5,500 

William  Chatteris               ■  ir,ooo 

Hanrey  Chriftian  Combe         — «——  j  i^ooo 

William  Coningham          i    '    m  16,500 

John  Carbin            i  ■  t  i                 •— i^  5*5®o 

Charles  Be  Croix                *m<^  ■■"    ■  22,506 

Timithy  Cortis        —                .^-^  45,000 

George  Curtis        ■        ■■  ■  ■             —  9,000 

James  Cartis        •—                 ■  9,000 

William  Cbriftophcr           »■  9,000 

John  Champion                    ■>    ■            ^  3,000 

Sir  I^ionel  Darrell,  Bart.           —    *  11,000 

Eicc  Davies          ■  ■                            ■■  3, coo 

John  Dunkin,  Junr.             .i— ^  ii,oco 

Thomas  Browne              ■  5>500 

Chrifiopher  Dnnkin           »—  i  t,ooo 

James  Shaw         ■                      ■■  22,500 

James  Doaglas            ■■                     — •  11,000 

JohnDelor        — —                  — •  2,000 

Thomas  Dykes            ■                   —   .  lijOoo 

ComeUos  Donovan                •— —  5»5oo 

James  £v«na        — •                   •— •  S>5oo 

Samuel  Edwards               -— •  5*5^^ 

Charles  Flower               »■             ■  22,500 

William  Fenniog                ■  ■■  S»S^^ 

Thomas  Flint          — —                — ^  9,000 

John  Farley  * ..               ■   t  S«5^^ 

Chriftopher  Fpwler            -p^— ——  .  2,000 

Mofes  Fernai^ea        ■■                     •— ^  S»5^^ 

John  Frvcr    4.,                  ■      »■■■  11,000 

John  Gillon        •— *     ^            — -i^  1 1 ,000 

Abraham  Gold  rm id       .  >  —  ■       -  50,000 

Benjamin  Gold&liid          ■■*■ 20,000 

Edward  Wigaa       ~-               t 16,590 


I  Qpriied  forward  618,500       75504^000 


^£?0&r  FHOM  THl  SfiLECT  COMTITTEB,  ScC.         ^15 

JohnGrar                        Brought  av,r  6.8.500       4;.oo9 

WaiiamGdfton             _-  ^'^ 

Aflier Goldfrnid          '   ...    -        ____  22'coo 

G.  T.  Goodenoogh           ■  n.'ooo 

John  Vincent  Gandolfi         — 9».eot» 

Stephen  Griffin-        Vcoa 

P.Gregfon {'\^ 

Anthony  Geledneld             .      ..,,  Vig^ 

George  ThicknerHardT    ^    5,500 

Thoma.Higg,n«        , ii,o«» 

JohnHellear        »»«  ,,'000 

John  Hunter,  of  Gubbins  -•!-.  11,000                        • 

RJcha^Hofbttf         .        "  "        /'{'^  ': 

William  H.1I .     "'IS 

Honourable  Henrjr  Hobart        -      -  It' 000 

John  Hunter,  of  Tax  Office  —        iI'moo 

William  Hunt.        V^ 

John  Humble        •       ^  J'!°° 

VilliamHavard  .     ^L-.    ,?'°f^  s' 

William  Hobfon        — —  -       _-.  ^H^   ' 

George  Hobfon  .li— _  aslooo  f 

John  Thacker  Jennings  —  ^.^^     .  , 

JoTeph  Jame,  ^,^^0 

Thomas  Kinguey            _            •«  5,500 

Thomas  Levertoq                           ..  3  000                     "n 

CeorgeLonch            t*                           Ir 

Thomas  Lewis        ._ ,                «.  Ai^                   '  '. 

WephLancafter                  ^^S-            ; 

John  Lightfoot                    .           6  cn« 

Jofeph  PhiUp  Le  Jeune  . ^^ 

Leonard  Lazenby        -—  .    -.ooa 

Angel  Levy        . f*??* 

Gabriel  LeekJe                .  .    l'^ 

JohnM'Nabb        -_.  f'rr? 

WiUiamMitchd                  ,  -  I'lS 

Ifrael  Moravia                            ^     - . .  2)000 

fiamaby  Murphy        mm—,               -«. .  r*r«- 

Samoel  John  Maud           f'J^ 

Jacob  Montefiere        —  -            .  5,500 

Thomas  Margary           — ,               _  iiioo  •       '  ■ 

WilhamYamtoa  Mills        J,^ . 

Thomas  Mankin         ^  %'^ 

Abraham  Mocatta-                          .  ,  ^Lna 

Japob  Mofatt*              *^J^ 

Carried  fbnraxd  5 1 7,000      71504,000 


*^      ECrflnT  FftWl  THS  1V7BCT  coHwrxtt^rkcA . 


Mofcs  Mocatta^ 
I>aDiel  Mocatta.        -^ 
John  Mafoa  — - 

William  Menlihr 
Robert  Maitlani 
Samuel  MarfhaH— 
Charles  McCarthy 
Jofeph  Metcalfe  - ' 
John  Naylor      ^  ^    — 
Thomas  Nefbii^^ 
William  Nanfoq  . 
Charles  NoTris„JiWF.. 
Thomas  Plum  mfc, 
Mark  Pragcr,  SfUf.    : 
Thomas  Plant    ,-  — — 
Edward  Pcrkesr  -  ^  ^ 
Ebenezer  Maitlaod 
Thomas  Place  .     ^— ^ 
Edward  AUfrcy?.    .  '. 
John  Richard  l^lff  - 
William  Robbioa        - 
Jeremiah  Royd%i     .  r- 
Shakcfpear  Ree4- 
Pam*al  Stephent-o-,  ^- 
William  Sbeph^ 
John  Henry  Schm'drr 
John  Spicer 


William  Suttonr-    i^— 
St«  Andrew  St^joba: 
Sawyer  Spence  c.     *^-— 
Robert  Scott    -:       *      y 
William  Scott  r  -  wn 

John  Scott        r-  «r*«— 
lichard  Smale*  •  ^         — 
Arthur  Shakcfpietf        •- 
Jeremiah  Snowr 
John  Sbephtrd  r    -  ^^— 
Thomas  Sandert 
William  Thompftm 
Wingficld  Turner,  Junr. 
fraacisTown   '      >* 
J.  G.  Tawncy 
George  Ticroey        f— ^ 
J.  Taverncr  ~ 

George  Vaux        *— ** 
WilUam  Wilfoa 


Brought  0ver  517,000 

-— -  7.50^   * 

•^    -  w^ooa 

■       — -  5»5oo 

.— -  16,500 

■  -4»5oo  . 

—  5,5x30 

■  '     ♦    -  9,000  . 

•• —  lfc$QO 

5»5oo 
aiyooo 
<,ooa    , 
-^-    J  1,00^ 

5,500  - 
5»5oO   ^ 

•  11^00   . 

II,COC| 

—  14 ,000. 

--      ii,ooa 
tiiooo    . 

—  .  9.000' 

llyOOO 

-       11,000. 

11,0:^    . 

—  a  8,000 
.    ^000 

5,500 
-5^500- 

—  5*1^00 

5.5a> 
**t5^o 

m^      |I,000' 

5*50*1 
5,500 

-»    -.3,000    - 
5*5oo^ 

^^     -  3,000 

3»SW 

—  9,000 

...    ,  3,000 

—  5»S» 

5»5oo 


Cafried'fdmitil  339.500       7,504,000 


.MFOUT  mau.TUE  3II.ECT  CUlMltTUi  4ki        ^y 


Charles  Edwafd  WiUbnn 
Rovirland  WebAer     • 

Pafcoc  Grcnfdl        i 

Samuel  Weyimn  Wadefoir 
H.  C.  WooliTCh 
Richard  Williams 
AiexaoderWatiba 
Jamea  Woodbridge  > 
William  Walker 
Thomas  Jacob  White 
Geoiye  Wood 
Abraham  Robarts 
John  Parkiafon 
Henry  Wheeler 
Thomas  Kembte 
Thomas  King 
William  Cookt 
George  Ridge        -^ 
Henry  Wakeman 
Anthony  Lechmere 
John  Walker  Wilibil 
Benjan^m  Wilfon 
John  Tweedy    — 
WUliam  Wajter  . 
Thomas  Eyton 
John  Perfea 
James  Pillingtr 
Charles  Homyold 
Hugh  Bell        ~ 
William  Clay 
Thooias  John  Taylof 
Edward  Warner 
William  Gallev 
Jofeph  Berwick « 


Biiop^t 


£■ 

7,504,000 


Meflrs.Bcnj«and  Abrahiam  Goldfmid  ^f  .2,966,000 ;  viz. 


Jo.ooo 
5Q»ooo 
16,000 


William  Matthew  Ratkee        ^^        — ^ 

Job  Matthew  R^ikes.  ■  ■     ^1%^ 

)anicl  Mefman  ■    *'^*  — 

lolhua  Knowlcs        -r—  —        'o^poQ. 

Edward  Mafon  ■  ■  59900 

JohaMilward        — *  —  -7-     104090 

Carried  over  Z3>,ooo 

if 


7,sa-|^oao 


^8         REPORT  FROM  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE,  &e. 

I'         I- 

Brought  over  isSfCco       7*S04  ^^oo 

Samuel BoTanquet    :    ■■    ■     ■         —  ao,ooo 

Daniel  Giles        — —  25,00^     -—V' 

JofephKaye  '       ■    ■  10,000     -     n  •  -  . 'i 

William  Alcrs         <—         33»«»0'  '     •    -^ 

Richard  Duller         ^  —        lo^ooa  \  '^    '^ 

Alexander  Champiaa  —  Tr,ooo     " . 

E.  B-  Loufada  —  —  50,000  •    -    ^ 

Job  Mathew  r 155000  *   '. 

Francis  Martift         —  —  5,000       '    -  - 

Abraham  Mocatia  — — -  I0,ooo 

Tofeph  Nutt  ■  »2,ooo  ^ 

Sir  Richard  Nea«e .  ■  I5,©oo 

Abraham  Newland  —  —  .  -  10,000  -  ' 

John  Pugct        — ^      -         *— -  .30,000 '  ♦      - 

Godfrey  Thornton  '  1 0,000 

Charles  and  Stephaa  Tcifficr        — '  30,000  * 

Brook  Waiion .  ■  1 0,000 

Benjamin  Winthrpp  ■    .  I0»000        '''y. 

Claude  Scott  .      —  —      50,000 

John  Pearfe  '     -  -       IQiOOo 

William  Steer,  Janr.  .— •  12,000 

Cornwall  SmaUcT        —  —  10,000 

Benjamin  and  Abraham  Goldfmid         ^442,000 


Mr.  E.P.  Salomona.    —        —     ^.i,7ii,ooo;T»i»* 

Meflrs.  Boyd,  Benficld,  and  Co. 285,000 

Philip  Ant rob«s,Efi|-         •      2^,000 

P.  and  C.  Van  Hotten,-aiid  Co.  Efquires  28,000 

Daniel  Giles,  Efq. '          -^  —         _  50,000 

Charles  Steers,  Eiq.          ■  ^  17/yoo 

Job  Mathew,  Eiq.     ,•           3,000 

William  Raite,  Efq-;           ■  15,000 

Benj.  and  AbraJum  Goldfmid,  Efq.  130,000 

—    —  Ditto           —             —  800.000 

E.  P.  Salmons                ?      ■.        —  358,000 


1,711,009 


Mr.  PctcrTcllnffoH,  forhimfc!F&  Sons ^-1,141, 000;  wz. 

G.  W.  Thelluffon    *         »45,ooo  v-,-  *■ 

Charles  Thellulba          —  —      200,000  *  ,,  F 

H.  T.  CharcWa  -  40,000  -'       *     "  *  - 


-Carried  Over  4S5  000       9,1 15,000 


RSFORT  FROII.THZ:  SILECT^CPMMITTU)  ^:         ^7 


Charles  Edward  Wiifonn 
KovrUnd  WebAer     : 
Pafcoe  Grcnfdl        t— - 
Samuel  Weymsm  Wadefoir 

H.  C.  Woolrych 

Richard  WWlivBi     ' 
Alexander  WatfiNi 
James  Woodbfidge  • 
WiUiam  Walker 
Thomas  Jacob  Wbit« 
Geoi^e  Wood         ^ 
Abraham  Robarts 

iohn  Parkinfon    • 
ienry  Wheeler 
Thomas  Kembte 
Thomas  King 
William  Cookt        ^ 
George  Ridge        — 
Henry  Wakemui 
Anthony  Lcchmere 
John  Walker  Wilibii 
fienjan^in  Wilfon 
John  Tweedy    ■ 
William  Waiter  ,      - 
Thomas  Eyton    '     — 
John  Pcffta  — 

James  Pillinger 
Charles  Homyold 

Hugh  Bell        r 

WifliamClay        .    - 
Thoonas  John  Taylof 
Edward  Warner 
William  Galley 
Jofeph  Berwick* 


Broiiglit  over  239,500 

— *-■       •    16,500 

y;;5oo 

•■■*•••    uajoo 
S^Soo 

*-  -*•        5i5o*o 

9,000 
3,000 
5.500 
•  11,006 

lOiDOO 

-  -   $,000 

79,000 

61,500 

-  16,500 
22,500 

-  2,OCO 
56,000 

22,^;pQ 

•9,000. 

-  .9,000 
22,500 

-  S^oo 

22,5CO 

i6y5oa 

a35*oca 

i  1,00a 

—    5'joo 

2^,000 

-  33»SM 


7,504,000 


jMciIrs.Benj.  and  Abraham  Goldfmid  ^.2,966,000;  viz. 


William  Matthew  Ratket 
Job  Matthew  R^ikes 
Daniel  Mcfoaan     *   ■  ■    '■"* 
loQiua  Knowlcs        •:— — 
Edward  Mafon 
JohaMilward        — " 


'— '        —  50,000 

['     /■**  5QtOOO 

—  16,000 
S^QOO 

t-              T  10,090 


Ctirricd  over 
ff 


f  .   > 


i3J>ooo       7.SH»oi>Q 


•«|        &WORT  FHOM  TH£  SELECT  COMMITT£(,  ^- 

Dublic  Loan  fortbit  Cotmtrj  (hnuld  l>e  made*  nnfttl  the^Hod 
Med  ftjr  th«  Itft  pyihettC  of  the  Loan  then  contrived  ferftodd 

We  conceive,  that  bn  tliis  account,  we  hav£  aa  andotdrted-riglit 
to  objefl  to  the  negotiation  of  the  Loan  now  propofed  (o  be  con- 
trafted  for,  uniil  the  period  afiigned  us  for  the  file  of  our  fcrip^ 
ihall  expire,  virVthfe  ^Jth  of  January  next.  This  is  not  oneof  thofe 
rights  of  which"  fltf^Ous  people  fometimes  avail  themfelves,  fqr 
the  mere  porp<^e  of  giving  trouble :  it  is  a  right  which  Is  founds 
ed  in  juilice,  aind  th^  nature'  of  things',  recogniaed  bj  conftant 
practice  and  public  epinion,  and  which  wecanoot  relinquifh  with* 
out  evident  lofs.  'fhat  this  ih'ay  appear  to  ^ou*pcrfe6lIy  clear, 
we  beg  leave  to  (late,  that  there  is  at  this  moment  ftill  floating  ia 
the  market  the  value  of  five  millions  of  money  in  fcrip,  wmcJi 
remains  to  be  converted  into  fiock.  Several  of  cfce^on  tractors  for 
the  laft  Loan  are  hodder*  of  this  fcrip,  and  they  mujd /o^vitaSIy 
fuffer  by  the  introdudtion  of  eighteen  millions  more*  iato  the 
market,  while  To  large  a  portion  of  lift  yca!*»*Ccrfp  U  'ib7i  oii 

c :  Whibp  we  thui  aflert  our  rigkt  to.  prevent  the  nq|»tiatte«  af 

the  Loan  now  in  contemplation^  we  are  loath  to  exercife  this 
right  to  yonr  inconvenitfice,  or  4^  the f^ktrimcnt  -of-  the  public, 
and  are  therefore  wilBne  towaveit,  upon  condition  that  the  injury 
which  muft  refnlt  ffoin  the  io^redttJftion  of  i»^  large  ar^fa^  <^ 
Jcrip  into  the  market,  ba^MV  (If  we  may  fo  exprefs  ourfelves)  our 
exclufIve!eafeoflhe;market  •ejcptfe(»,  be  campeiifiiled>  fa lli'by 
the  chance  of  advaptage  to  raik  4f0m  the^  new  Loan,  ^n  ^Mch 
ground  we  pvefaoie  to  -«iaim  the  preference  ^  ca&tiading 
for  it.  ,  .:        —  —  :,.;.....     ..  ,U    .^'b  . 

By  the  monkd  pewvrs  of^or  party  we  «re  enwblctitogiv^the 
kcgbf  ft  {irice  thai  oi^ht  to  be  given,  and  we  can  aiTure  you,  with 
great fincerityi^  that  in.th^  event  of  your  qooffntit^  !t6  a  plivafc 
ACgDUiuQlu  our  offer  (hall  be  fully  as  liberal  as  if  we  had  no 
preference  whatever,  and  that  it  (hall  equal  your  ezpe^tions. 

. ^CHLC^are  that  your  acquiefcence  in  this  propofal  mixik  meet 

with  difficulty  in  your  own  miod|  on  account  of  your  predilec- 
tio;i  in  favour  of  pab^^  cpaipejtition ;  but  to  reconcile  as  much  as 
pofiible  the  principle  of  competition  with  what  we  conceive  to  be 
^^.^l'  un^mih»ftd  ^'ght»  ^^  ^^'^  willing  tQ  admit  of  it.i>a  tbc  pceicat 
occafion  to  a  certain  degree. 

We  are  willing  to  alTow  the  propofed  Loan  to  be  expofed  to 
competition,  upon  condition  thit  the  optiOn  (hall  beexprefslyre- 
fervrd  to  our  party  of  tak«a^  the  Loan  at  fuch  a  price  as  ^all 
ht  equal  in  value  to  ohehalffer  cent,  upon  the  whole  fum  harrow- 
ed above  the  higheft  offer  of  the  competitors, 
r  If  aay  folid  pbje^tiiQiDs  caa  be  made  to  both  thA  propolals^  we 
itkiil  be  happy  to  adopt  aily  other  meafure  more  agtreaUe  to-you, 
bj  vhkKyoa  ouj  On  .the  6ne  ^nd  be  fecured  agaiaft  artdne  ad« 
-  'faiiugB 


REPtfRT  FAOM.  TH£  SELECT.  COMMITTSX^  .$Ct.         t%^ 

due  to  our  particular  fituation.  .         .     > 

T'  WohifettwiMMur  to  be^witbgrM  r€lpo6^ 

!..     ;.v.     .    .   .     -s  -Sir,  .  ...      ...•  , 

.1.:  £,.     . .  .     .         Your TOoftobcdieiit    - 

•  »   ,    •;    kmnbte  Scnwwu^.     * 

^JbroM  Ro&arUm         <. 


1.1  I ' 


Appcndbc,  No.  4.    '   ^  \  \ 

^r..,  V.  <Capy).    .  .  JLotidon,  December 7^,  1795. 

T  Seg  Uftve  tp  olFer  tM>^  cootra^  &c  the  io  tended XiQan**wk2bt;?yer 
^  the  amount  may  be,  for  ^thc  fcrvicc  of  the  year  1796,  oa  the 

For  every  looU  to  receive  x»dr<}ixi^><r  oitf/ooKfols.  . 

25  reduced  three  per  ceats. 

.  ^  , __.  -  ...and4s»  6d* iQe^cJ^on^ ,  .^ 

the  inlereft  on  the  confoIidateJ  three  ptr  untu  to  c:4nmcnce  from 
'  the  5th  July  lafi»  and  oq  thc^reduced  the  loth  October  lad,  and 

I  the  iong  annuities  to  c6ih^e'nce  alfo  on  the  loth  Odober  lail,  the 

&f^.^ymfirM  qL,  io  per  €t%t^  XO  beiMde  on  Thurfday  next  the 
'  .    loth  iQK&t,  and  the  other  payments  according  to  the  regulation 

'  already  at  the  bank  of  Englaud.  «M  * 

\  have  tiie  honour  to^hjc.  Sir,,  ,^  ... 

'  >       ;^  *     Your  taodobe'dicnf    '     "     .  *"'       ^  ^ 

•  and  moll  humble  Sarvait,     . 

1  I  )iaTC  not  mentioned  any  funi  f<5r  the  amount  nf  a he^Loan,  bf« 

canfi:  I  apt  not  cxaCUy  inf^riiMy  but  I  underftandit  is  exped^edia 
\  be  eighteexx  or  nineteen  ndlHons,  er  thereabout r.  '    1    '  •> 

•  .   .       •  .      Jmrnii  MQfgM, 

,  ]     '^-.',     .  '  '♦•;[••         t    t     h   ■  1*  .f  •.;-  ;  .4^ 

»<tinl  'rfii)  ■■Kli  I  "  "■■     '■'         '■  ■«'    li'i'.'fit'       I...,.   —     "     1"'   I  < 

J  '       Appendix,  No.  5.      . 

J  (Copy)^  SackvUle  Street,  J3  November  1795, 

^  ILJAVING  heard' that  tVis  'day  Had  been  appeinted  for  Dn  iiTi. 

I  .  JtA  tervlcw  between  y<Ai'«iid  the  perfons  intending  to  offt-  for 

^  the  enAiing  Loan,  Mr.  Robarts  and  I  were  upon  our  way  Yrom 

\  '1/-                                                                         tie 


tM  RiPpRT  FRdM  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEX,  fte;     ' 

tile  city  to  defire  an  audience  06  yoa  previous  to  yoiir  receiving 
tbe^asdidaies,  whea  we  gleamed  «,  the:  fia&k  chat  Uie  meeting 
was  put  off  till  Wednefday.  * 

I  beg  leave  to  iblicit,  oa  c^'pirt  of  Mr.  Robaiti  and  fcnylelf^ 
as  reprefenting  the  whole  con  tracers  for  h&  year's  L^^a9»  .the 
honour  of  an  interview  wuh  yoa  as  early  to-morrow  as  may- 
be conftAenc  with  <  your  comv^fftientep  that  we  ma^  .ht^  ^ti 
opportiintly  ofibiSing  certain  circumftances  pccnliarto  oilr  fitna* 
tioo«  which  ilijs  of  gte^tiioportance  ftould  be  well  voderfboki 
befbue  any  |>ub]ic  interview  refpeftiog  another  Loan  takes  piace. 
I  had,  upon  the  aiTuraace  that  you  gave  me  that  yon  would  iisntl 
fbr  oar  party  previoos  to  any  fach  iaterviewt  aoqtakited  them 
that  they  would  not  be  deprived  of  a  proper  oppofftantfty  of  Hat- 
ing what  they  bad  to  fay,  before  any  other  Aeps  wooid  be  taken 
.  aboui  |9i9ther  Loan ;  and  I  waa.  therefore  mortifi^'  t6  find  that 
a  meeting  was  on  the  point  of  talcing  place,  without .aajfoch 
previous  opportunity  haying  been  afforded  thm* 

I  have  the  honoar  to  be  Aec  '       - -^ 

The  right  has.  ^iZfiM  jP/m 


SIR, 


Appendix,  Jifo.  6.    '  ./^.\     \ 

Kenfington  Gore,  December  22,  i'y^r: 


REFLECTING,  on  thequellion,  ijTI  Would  afk'ttic  gentlcmah 
that  I  eXpedled  ananfwer  from  oh  the  29th  Otlobcr^  fbr  leave 
to  give  in  his  name ;  it  now  appears  to  me,  as  the  circumftancc 
was  m'entinned  merely  to  account  for  nky  ftoppin^  ou.tbat  da^to 
receive  fubfcriptions,  that  it  is  improper  for  me  to^malte  any  ap-^^ 
plication, 'or  in  any  manner  endeavour  to  involve  perfons  in  qucf- 
tiops  aridng  from  a  trania^tion  in  which  they  have  not  been  con* 
cerned,  and  have  not  the  leaft  knowledge  c£.  There  were  a 
great,  many  o&rs  and  applications  as  well  as  that  attended  to*, 
which  were  refufcd  or  rejcAed  on  various  grounds,  and  which  I 
confider  as  private  and  confidential ;  and  therefore  I  hamb^  hope 
the  honourable  committee  will  not. prefs  fuch  queftipns  to  me.  * 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  mod  odedicnt  -;  1 

*  humble  Sfrvant,  .     '  ..^ 

Jantif  Morgeum     ".'     .    * 

William  Smithy  Efq.  Chair niaoi  of  the  CosHi^ittee.-     -      »  ^  . 

of  the h(;aourable  houfc  of  Coojaoas.  .  <t    .    .^ 

Appendix 


RSPO&T  TROM  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE,  &C;  ^^ 

Appendix^  No.  7*: 
(Copy) 

Sackville  Street,  26  Augaft,  1795. 
;  S'l  R,  .  ^       . 

WHEN  1  had  the  hoBOur  10  fiiggeft  to  you  the  phnbv  which 
I  propoled  to  give  the  treafury  the  anticipatioii  of  uiat  paTt 
of  the  Loan  which  becomes  ioc  in  November,  December,  and 
Jaaoarfy  I  fully  explained  that  it  was  by  meooa  .of  acceptances 
of  the  treafary  for  ihefe  periods  that  1  could  accompllih  this  antU 
cipation:  I  Hated  to  yoo  the  neccffity  there  would  be  (however 
fuU  ofiiioiiey«iiiy  houfe  might  happen  to  be  occafionaliy)  for  me 
to  have  in  hand  negotiable  eife^^s,  by  which  I  might  at  any  tkne 
be. able  to  rcplace-tiie  money  which  we  might  have  advanced,  de* 
daring. JK)weveg my-fadiooft^ to  make  the  firft  advattce.  without 
any  fuch  effe^s,  becai>fc  I  inMgincd  they  could  not  be  prepared 
before  the  firfl  advance  might  be  wanted. 

Agreeably  to  this  explanation,  and  the  arrangements  that  Teem- 
ed to  be  nnderftood  between  us,  I  expeded  to  have  made  thr  firft 
payment  )ail  week,  and  to  have  been  amhoritied  to  order  idrafcs 
to  be  made  upon  the  treafary,  in  the  proportions  and  at  the  pMod> 
that  might  have  belt  fuiced  the  purpofes  of  the  arrangement  for 
the  iirft  and  fatare  payments,  by  which  means,  while  I  fhould 
have  had  the  fatisfadion  of  promoting  the  public  fervice,  I  (hould 
alfo  have  been  fare  that  no  poflible  inconvenience  could  refult  to 
myfelf  from  it :  fuch^  having  been  my  ideas  of  the  arrangement, 
yon  will  not  be  forprized,  that  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  periods 
of  making  the  advances,  which  you  appeared  to  be  in  yefterday; 
(hould  lead  me  to  fear  that  you  may  not  have  precifely  the  fame 
ideas  of  It;  and  that  thus  unpleafantdifappointments  might  arife 
to  both  parties.  It  is  to  prevent  the  pofiibility  of^any  fuch  dif- 
appointmeots  that  I  trouble  you  with  this  letter. 

My  only  objeft  In  this  bufmefs,  is  to  accomplifli  in  a  fatisfaftorr 
manner  the  wifh  of  government,  and  taking  beforehand  the  neceu 
fary  fteps  for  infunng  fuccefs;  if  upon  examination  you  find  yott 
can  difpenfe  with  the  whole  hs  you  have  already  found  means  to  ^ 
difpenle  withthe^A^of  the  original  fum,  I  fhall  be  cxirenit:ly 
happy  ;it  ity  becaufe  the  bufmefs  is  by  do  means  fo  much  an  obje& 
ofdrpn  as  of  cart  and  anxiety ;  '(is  not  an  advantage  that  I  long 
to  reap,  but  a  fervice  of  foiiie  difficulty  arid  delicacy  which  I  art\ 
fblidtous  to  perform  with  fuccefs ;  'tis  Out  a  thing  that  can  be 
done  at  anytime  on  the  ihdneH  notice,  but  an  operation  that, 
with  the  neceiTiry  previous  concert  of  meafures,  may  be  carried 
through  with  fttcceis.— It  is  not  cecefTary  that  government  (hould 
fuftain  the  !o(s  of  a  iingle  day's  intereft  more  than  their  occafiona 
reauirc,  although  the  acceptances  of  the  treafury  may  be  granted 
before  they  r?ceiv«  the  valtit  of  them  in  money. 

What 


tt4  RVO&T  FROM  THB  SELECT  COMrMTTBE,  «e. 

What  I  wHh  particolarly  to  be  at  a  certainty  abou^,  is,  whether 
or  not  the  anticipation  willbewanud;  when  the  difeieot  Inllal** 
snents  will  be  required;  ^nd  if  J  may  pqfitively  reckon  apon  re- 
ceiving the  acceptances  of  the  treafury  as  I  may  call  for  them,  in 
rctiini  for  money  or  ^ScSts  fiJliog  dne  at  the  particular  periods^ 
when  the  money  happens  to  be  wanted~If  the  boiui^  is  to  go 
on,  official  letters  on  theG  points  will  be  neceilary»  becaufe»  ua 
an  affair  of  fo  vail  a  magnitude  for  one  Houfe,  there  vuA  noc 
txik  a  poffibility  of  miftake  or  delay. 

I  have  the  Hottour^  &c. 

(Signed) 

To  the  Right  honourable  W^iHitmPkf. 


Appexulix,  No.  8. 

(Copy.) 
SIR, 
A  M  commanded  \y  the  Lords  Commiflioaen  of  bis  Majel^V 
treafory  to  inform  you,  that  the  public  fervice  requiring  the  anr 
ticipatton  of  the  receipt  of  thole  parts  of  the  inftalments  of  the  laft 
Loan>  and  of  the  payments  to  the  lottery,  whfch  are  not  yet  dae, 
it  is  their  lordflbips  deiire  that  you  ihould  make  tkefe  anticipation^ 
by  paying  into  the  office  of  the  paymafter  general  of  bis  M»jetty*g 
ibrces  the  following  fums  : 

^00,000  on  or  before  the  20th  inftant. 
500,000  on  or  before  the  26th  Oflober. 

A^d  in  order  to  reunbnrfe  the  advances  (bto  be  made,  it  is  their 
ferdfhipa  order  that  you  (hould  draw  or  caofe  to  be  drawftt  at  fuch 
times  and  in  (tich  foms  as  you  may  find  moft  convenient  to  yoa» 
^ills  of  exchange  upon  their  lordfinps,  payable  at  the  following 
pef»odsi  Hfix* 

To  the  Amount  of  ;^.  500,000  payable  30ih  November  1795* 
500,000 ,  a4ih  January  1796.  . 

i>6oo»ooo 


I 


i 


'  Togeiher  wtthintefc'eft  at  5  fer  eenU  upon  tlte  advanets  you  may 
have  made  from  the  dated  of  thcfe  advances^  untill  the  dates  at 
vhich  the  bills  upon  (heir  lord ihips  become  payable. 

Shoald  ciccuniihnces  happen  to  rend'^r  any  change  neceSarylft 

-    %\m 


tkls  propofed  aurangetncnt,  there  will  be  dme  to  jnve  yott  notice  of 
it  btifore  yoa  order  drafts  fot  the  paynient  in  Oaober. 

lam,  Sir^  r  |  ;> 

Yoof  ▼oryotaditfttScrvtnti,:  % 
Tnnrfbry  Chi^nbers;  Cl^«r6/  L^t^  ,; 

September  1 2th^. 1795. 

It  is  perfe£U/.  underftood»  that  yon  ate^o  be  allowed  intereft  at 
the  rate  of  ;  ftr  cent,  upon  fach  fum^  ^  yoor  hoiife  ihall  have 
been,  or  in  fat  are  may  be  in  adrance  for  the  fricyics  of  goYem* 


Appendix,  Ko.  g. 

(Copy.) 

SackviUc  Street*  i^  September  1795. 


I 


N  oonteqnence  of  tMVettef  with  whidi  you  have  honoured  mt 
on  the  lath  inllant^  I  beg  leave  to  indofe  bills  of  exchange  6n 
the  lords  conuniffioners  of  his  Majefty's  treafury,  for;^.5oc  ,608  10: 
datied  Hambnrghy  3  lit  Anguft»  at  three  mondis  date,  which  I  rr- 
queil  yoa  will  nave  the  goodoefs  to  accept*  and  tetum  me  tn^ 
mon-ow.  The  value  (hallbe  paid  on  Saturday  intQ  the  ofice  of 
the  paymafter  geaeral  of  his  Kf aje(ly'«  fbrcest  agreeably  to  yoor 
dirt£lions.  •  .; 

My  coufin,  lifr.  Boyd,  jjon.  having  beenat  Hamburgh  the  30th 
4^u^ft*  I  thought  proper  to  get  him  to  draw  the  bills*  in  order  to 
)ceep  the  operation  as  much  as  poi&ble  •within  the  knowledge  of 
my  own  houTe,  and  to  fave  the  eapence  of  a  commiffion,  which 
we  moil  have  paid  had  we  employed  aoy  hou£:  to  draw  on  their 
lord'fhipi. 

I  am*  5^c. 

(Signed)  ..:    t 

Charles  Long,  Efq, .  IFalfer  Bojd. 

Secretary  to  the  treafury. 

JVT.  £. — Th^  bills  mentioned  in  the  above  .letter*  it  tasiiftfciw 
wards  agVeei  fhould.  be  dated  the  yt))  of  Angu^  aad  madp  pay« 
able  at  4  inftead  of  g  months  after  date*. 

g  S  AppendiJ^ 


^9%    wAgKT.Tmam^rB&>mRt^cr  9omuPitUi  ^A 

Appendix,  No.  fo. 
SIR,  V      ^ 

1A  M^MMBKinMl  bf  t%(^1b>^»^mmifnoners  of  the  titEaffiij  to 
•^•|f'''^?-T^  ?**"•  ^''^^  ^*  IS  their  wifli  that,  U)ij,bijlf  45f  ciciapgf  t^ 
"^tfrawn  byyou  aponthetr  lordiKips,  to  reimourfe  th^  lums  de- 
fined to  be  advanced  for  the  public  icrvictf/  t/rty  fcttifottiie  ilth 
>°ftant,  ihouli  be  made  payable  at  the  following  pirtU.^  fftftlWd 
of  thofe  mentioned  in  my  faid  letter ;  viz,  to  the  amount  of  . 
■'■'■  ;  '/  .;f..£6o,t>bb'pafEible  7tli  De^em'bir'1795.  '  /  \  ,, 
I  "    ••^■';  5ao,ci06  payable  jiftjaiiuAry  1795. 

1,000,000  .    -  rl 


►    - •.  .^-  ^  .  .  I-tw  -Sir; 

Your  very  obediiint  fervant, 

Treafury  Chambers,  CbarhsLong, 

Sept.  17th. 


Appendix^  Na  1 1. . 

'K^hjfing^oittdrc^  January  iBtb,  tf95. 
SIR,. 

IH'AVE  thcho>ft^t^  icqaaimyott,  that,*  at  a  meeting  of 
iA»  ftlffb-lber^  m  iMM  fomted  ii^  c^Hable  tht  to  bid  lot  die 
I^onWf  it>viJ9thi$)r  6piitfxoft  that  Ae  piibltc  intereft  is  m)t  con- 
ttc^d-WithtkettlakiBgoftfiiefaidlift,  attdtkat  it  tnllbe  im- 
proper for  me,  as  a  confidential  agent,  to  jprodnce  thefatntjtf 
ihf  ifldftrt'er*  Atl^ F 1% leife f 0 oHn!hr«,  'tfiat' H'is the jptfiie^k 
of  freeiLild  oj)*ii  cWkpettlfofr;  hot  to  give  rdota'for  ftf^eioni  or 
otcftflbti  fbf  fci^UHnf .  Tlie  rcftjonam^  bf  *«  totltraHbrti  ttt 
fecnre  tike  deport  Is-  the'only  cfcjeft  bh  thtpartof  the  pabBei 
'liiid^  I  believe,  h  *«  pthrtictrlatli^  fo  declared  by  th^tfgfct'ho- 
nourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the  opeoftig  W 
parliament  the  terms  of  thecomra^  for  the  Loan  for  1794,  which 
was  the  laft  difpofed  of  by  fair  competition.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fcflvinti    , 

Wimtm  Smithy  Efq. 

.  Chairiikan  of  the  committee  of  the  honettr- 

^ble  Houfe  of  Commons,  appointed  to      *  .    ^ 

enquire  into  ttie  circumilances  of  the 
to^goiiation  of  the  late  Loan.  ^ 

Appen£x 


RBP/»f  fmmjm,  »Mcap;TOiitBTT2Ei^jte;       ^!f 


Kenfington  Gore,  Jai^aaiy  i6th  179^.  ^ 
SIR, 
T.ilAV£  thf  honour  to  atqaaint  yoa,  that  the  gentlemen  who 
A  oRereS  to  be  the  fee uri ties  with  me  for  lOiiklng  ih^.^fk^^S^i 
in  cafe  the  propofal  1  Ufs^Q  ^^cjt}^  Jf^G^mbcr kR.  cp  c  ntn^!i>>r 
the  Loan  had  been  apprpye4  an^  .<9<fC«|it^, .  have  [krf^My:  "^n- 
celled  their  names,  andcon&d^jr  \k^^fi^9^  JO  rbe  tnlkfiri^  &n 
end,  as  the  propofal  was  rcjeftc^.  4^4  ilis^smm  thi^jfc  k  -^'^ 
be  improper  for  me  to  produce  their  names  in  any  manner,  as  it 
may  tend  ro  inv^ltf^  them  in  queftioni,  conperniDg  w^teh  4ie]^ 
ire  totally  aninformed.    I  have  the  honour  to  be* 

Sir,  . 

Your  mod  obedient  and  humble  Servanr, 
.r.^  »       Tf  yameiMorgant 

Vriniam  Smith,  Efg.  , 
-    '  :Chairman;  dl  the  committee  of  the  ffonoor- 
•  jgjAt  iHouic  «f  Comeions,  appointed   to 
...^nqui^  into  -tile  ctrcnmftafrees  of  the 
negotiation  of  the  late  Loan. 


c  :   -  Appendix,  No^  13. .       . 

Kenfingtoii  Gore,  January  2eth,  1796. 

TH  £  committee  having  afked  me^what  I  thought  would  have 
been  the  difference  between  the  offers  likely  to  have  been 
made  by  the  parties  at  the  bidding,  in  cafe  it  had  taken  place  ;  I 
have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  for  their  information,  that  the 
Iriih  Loan  for  £-  1,100,000  fferling  was  difpofed  of  by  fair  com-  * 
petition  the  ytb  March  laff,  and  that  the  greaieft  difference  in 
the  offers  was  I28»  yd.  ffer  cent,  annuity  for  15  years»  which^ 
valued  at  10  yeiirs  purchafe  is  61.  5s.  lod.  per  cent,  and  the  leaft 
difference  was  7s.  id.  per  cent,  annuity,  amounting  to  3I.  los*  lod* 
per  cent. 

And  I  beg  leave,  fir,  to  take  this  opportunity  to  recommend  to 
the  attention  of  the  committee,  the  propofal  ^m  the  goverment 
of  Ireland  for  making  the  Loan,  becauie  1  know  it  is  effentiai  to 
the  public  intereft,  and  can  with  the  greatcft  confidence  declare, 
that  piopofal  was  the  beft  pofiible  that  could  be  offered  under 
the  itbe^ji^l^n  circumffances,  although  the  great  merit  of  »t  baa 
not  (}eetiiaoticed  by  the  public.  When  the  printed  propofal  wes 
lent  ovcri  I  read  it  with  affonilhment,  bccaule  the  priauple  waa 

g  g  a  the 


«S  REFORT  f  ROM  THE-MliECT  QOUfJOlmt,  ttC.    * 

the  direft  rorerfe  to  the  ruinous  fyftem  followed  here,  io  maktni^ 
Lotns  in  capitab  at  a  great  diTcouut,  and  thereby  unneceiTarily 
accnandatiog  ixnmeafc  loms  to  the  d!ebt  to  be  redeemed.  I  have 
fhe  honour  to  he^ 

Your  moft  obedient  and  mod  hmn^jle.Bttnnt, ,     . 

WiUum  Smitif  Efq. 
Chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  ho-  ' 

nonrableHoufcofCommons^  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  cirtumftances  of  the 
negouaOM  of  U^e  late  Loan. 


Appendix,  No.  14* .. 

Bank  of  England,  January,  toth  17^. 

An  ACCOUNT  of  money  feoeived  at  the  bank  on  the  Loan  of 
iy95y  on  the  Tft  of  Auguil  a^id  ZAth  of  November  1795  *  ^^^~ 
tingidihing  the  (urns  w)u^  hi^  been  lecetred  up  to-  oach  of 
thofedayi. 


On  the  ift  AuguK,  179;  — —  /,.  i5«S$3,923  10 

On  the  24th  November,  1795        — --•        £\  ij,^^^a^x  i<> 

Jt.  Newhmd,  ChiefCaihiln^ 


AppcHdlr, 


ltBPOX.T>ROM   THE  SELECT  COMMITTBBy  &C«         SST 


Appendix,  No.  15. 

AMOUNT  p{  the  Stock  created  by  the  Loan  of  1795^ 
which  was  entered  in  the  .^Books  of  ihe.B^nk  on  the  1  ft  of 
Auguft  .aod  24th  of  Nov{?mber  1795  ;  and  likewife  of  the 
Stock  of  the  faid  Loan'  not  entered  00  thofis  refpo^ve 
Days. 


Stockenteredio  the 
Books,  on  which 
the  full  Payments 
were  made.    ; 


On  the  i&  Aaguft,  1795 
Confol.  3  pcrCt.  Ann 

f.4  per  Ct.  Ann.   •    • 
ong  Ann.    •      •    • 


On  the  24lh  Nov.  1795 
Confol.  J  per  Ct.  Ann 
£.^  per  Ci.  Arin.  -  ■ 
X'Ong  Ann.    •     -     • 


£.  J.    d. 

I5>o6i,25o  o    o 

4i28o,04i  13    4 

6i>544  »5  »i 


19,402,836    9    3 


17,017,245    o    o 

5,ois;875     o    o 

70,848    o    5 


22,113,968^  o    5 


Stock  not  entered* 


i.7>9.9S8  6 
.  I4.9S5  4 

0 
8 
1 

4,673,663  10 

9 

982,755  0 

•974,125  0 

5.651  »9 

0 
0 
7 

1.962,531  19 

7 

On  Imperial  Annuities  of  the  Loan  1975* 


Stock  entered  in  the 
Books,  on  which 
the  fall  Payments 
were  made. 


On  the  ift'Auguft  1795 
Imp.  jf  .3  per  Ct.  Ann 
Ijicto  Ann.  for  25  years 

On  the  24th  Nov.  1795, 

•  Imp.  ^.3  perCt.  Ann, 

Dikto  Ann.  for  25  years 


2,218,061   18     I 
'73»9'3  »o  10 


2,247,415  18 
»9S'P*3    2 


.1 


Stock  not  entered* 


£'        s,    J. 

1,615,271    8    7 

56,086    9'  1 


1,358,917    8 
34,816  17 


^Q      R5W>9jR  fs^ftM  TijE  ,SSJ^«9^^  cOMMITWE^jfiK:.- 


/ 


Appendix,  No.  i6. 

An  ACCOUNT^of  the  Stock rrcated  by'thei/banjOf  1795, 
which  was  entered  into  the  Books  of  the  Bsolk  enfihe  jch 
Decen^ber  1795;  and  iikewife  of  the  Stock  Of  the  f^d 
Loan  not  entered  on  that  Day, 


Confol.  ^  perO.  Attn. 
jf.4^crCt.  Ann.    - 
LoagAnu*     -<     ^     * 


^P*  3  Pci*  Ct.  Ann 
PiQv  Apn.  ^for  25  yiesars 


Bank  of  England, 
JaiL23»  1796. 


Books. 

Stock  not  entered  \k 
the  Booki. 

S,iH»95^    6    « 
73*47«     6    9 

692,250    0    0 

875«04'  ^8    4 
3.o«8  J  3    3 

22^506,179  13    5 

1. 570,3*0    6    7 

^77^*49    5    ? 
ai3»o«i3  10  10 

W>56.o84    7    9 
1&9W  ,92 

2,890,262  16    5 

i,073»070  16  n 

A.  Nbi>&land9  Chief  Caflucr. 


SIR, 


Appendix,  N8;  17. 

.    KcnlTngton 'Gocf,  jm-^fSt  179^. 


IN  jthe  miAlitea  of  w  f Xfmtoi^on  b^feie  ^hciflomnMttrf,  it 
appears  from  my  laniwer  to  a  qoeilioi^  as  if  it  meaot  to  Hate, 
*'  that  the  Goyernor«of  the  Bank  had  meAtiootd.tiK  inin^  xraflf^> 
^'.afiionior  j^«9oo,oeo  as!tl)c^|(]ti»f)0(lforiytr%B<>}rdM  paving  the 
loan,"  without  the  ncceibryr^^ivition,  th«t^ iviAotiied.it* Jto 
allude  tohu  donbta  of  thrrnmprminn,^B4  10  tha  eonlideme  hn 
obfervedin  Mr.  Boyd's  party  that  they  ihould  have  the  loan.     I 

beg 


bcff  IciYH  to  wqoatiit  you,  fir,  that  I  m  very  dcfiiOM  to  esplata 
and  coitca  that  mfwer  befbce  tlieCp»mitteO|  arid  lam, 
...  :    -     •      Sir^         '  •     .        ■      . 

Yoar  moft  obedient  humble  (crrantm . 
♦  '     ,     .,\  Jamis  Morgmti* 

Jfr^.  SMtb,  Efq,       .  ^  ^'  . , 

Cfcairman  of  (he  CommiiteH  of  the  HonouraWe 
Houfc  of  Cosimooa  for  cnqmrmg  mto  the 
circuinftaflicea  of  the  .laU  Loan. 


Appendix,  No.  i8. 
SIR, 

I»A!i4.dircacdby  the  Committee  to  inform  you,  that  thayai^ 
forty  to  feelit  inconfifteot  with  their  duty,  umdcr  all  thecir- 
cumftancesofthc  cafe,  to  comply  with  the  requeft  expreitd  ia 
your  ktt^r  t6  me,  dated  Kenfingtoin  (3orc,  the  25  th  January 

^^         ^  '\'  lam, Sir,         ! 

,   '  Vbucbcdient  humble  Servant. 

Committee  Hoom, 

jjjrhjafn.  t^^6. 

-        '  •       *         -       -     - 

•    ' .       Appoidi)i»  No.  19. 

February  3d,  1794. 

WE  hereby  engage  on  our  own  parts,  and  on  the  behalf  of 
the  gentlemen  ai^tharia^iag  us  to  fign  fpf  them,  to  fub- 
fcribo  eleven  millions  in  money  for  the  lK)an  of  the  prefent  year 
on^cbe  following  terms  viz.  for  every  j^.  roo  Jhbfcribed  to  receive 
'  .  .  £•  ***^  ®^  3  P^^  ^^^^  to  be  confolidated  with  the 

prefent  £.  per  <ent.  cooibL  ; 

jf.aj  qS^C'  4  P^  ^^^** 

A  long  annuity  of  i  is.  $d.  to  determine  with  the 
prcfeat  long  annuities. 
A  difcount  to  be  allowed  of  )^«3  ftr  cent,  on  the  whole  noney  ad^ 
vanced  beyond  the  inftalaents  ep  i«  the  lateft  period  of  them  :-^ 
the  dates,  of  ^yiaems  to  be  as  fellow  : 
19194.  —  February  iith  — -  adepoiitof  —  J^.iopereewU 
Afrit        15     —  a  payment  of  •<^«      10 
Jane  6.    -—      ditto         -«•      10 

July  .18  ^-  ditto  «*-  10 
Ai^gttA  %g  •—  ditto  •*-  15 
Odober     17      —      ditto  ~      i^ 

Novedi.    aS     -*-      ditto         »•.      15 
*W— Jwowy    ^3     —      ditto         —      15 


^.100 


v7 


The 


tti       UM^TFROOKTHBSSCRET!^MMKrTU>  $ku 

The  intereft  on  the  3  pir  etnt.  confoli'  to  ^mmeDCr  from  5tti 
January.*    On  the  4  per  tenti.  from  loth  Odiober,  17^>  w±  tiiot 
firfl  half  yearly  payment  on  the  long  ai^nuity  to  be  made  on  5  th 
April  1794.        - 
..  "^^        .  (Signed) 

2"^'  5^i^//*»>  Aagerfieht, 
"  7flr*»«  Morgmn, 
Gnifchall  yohm/oK, 
lUJhiU  and  Sievaard^i 


w 


Appendix,  No.  20. 

£  the  underfigned  andertake^and  agree^  tliat  we  will  make 
good  the  payments  on  a  'Loai>  pf^.i8,cx?o*.oob  for  the 
fcrvicc  of  government,  for  the  year  }7j^s»  ^".  <^*'^  ^^  fame  fhall 
ieoeiTe  the  fao6llon '  of  parliament^  and  llkewj/e  on  a  Loan  of 

£6^000,000  for  the  fervice  of  the  ^peror,  in  cafe  par//aizfent 
Jl  think  proper  to  makeprovifiQiii  that  If  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  dividends*  payable  on  tke  faid  Lean  in  May  and  No- 
^wember  refpc^ively'in  the  faid  year,  fhall  not, be  pap  finally  pf^d 
on  the  part  of  the  £aiperor»  the  fums  fo  due  (half'be  payable  on 
the  ^ik  day  of  July  and  the  jth  dav  of  January  refpcftivel/  fo\*^ 
lewiDg,  out  of  the  conrdlTdated  fund,  or  but  of  the  fup plies  of  the 
year:  the  faid  Loan  (i^ both  of  theai'take  place)  to  be  on  the 
conditions  following,  v/jc.  That  for  every  j^'.ioo  of  Money  ad- 
vanced on  the  Loan  of  j^'.  i8,ooO|000y  the  fubfcribers  (hall  be  en« 
titled  to*  '         ' 

j^.ico  —  —  3  pir  cent,  con.  ann. 

35  '  tf    8  ^pfrcent.  ann, 
lit   -*-    86  Long  ann.  •  » 

That  'the  tntereft  on  the  3  fer  cent,  annukttfs  fliall  commence 
from  the  5th  day  of  •^January  1795,  *"^  *^«  intercft  on  the  ^pcr 
cents,  and  the  long  annuities  on  the  lothday  e>f  O^ober  1794* 
c  That  ^10,  per  cent:  ihafi  be  |>aid  on  oY  before  the  6th  day  after 
the  terms  of  the  Loan  fiiall  have  been  approved  by  a  refolution  of 
the  Hooft  of  Conimonii  $  that  Che  next  three*  payihentc  AaH 
be  of  10  per  cent^  each  |  and  the  four  foHowing  payments  ilnJl  be 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  each ;  the  llvft  to  take  place  on  the  Friday  foe* 
ceedinff  the  I  oth  day  of  January  r796»  •  ^.^ 

And  that  every  peHbnmakinganypaynlent  in  advance  for  com- 
pleating  hii  tontribution,  (hall  be  entttlied  to  an  alloprance  at  the 
late  of  ^'.j/irrre/fAnKron  Aich  funrfb  advanced,  fironi  the  day  of 
completing  the  oontribution  to  the  Friday  ilicctftding  the  fiid 
loth  day  of  January  1796.'     ..  -         -     ; 

And  that  for  theiAumrian  Loan^^fnch  conditions  Ihall  be  ifipo- 
lated  on  the  ^artt>f  the  Emperor  as  were  (lipplated  ior  th^  JLAan 
of  j^.30oo,ooOj' which  aie  to  make  part  of  the  j^.6|OOo',oqo  above 
mentioned. 

We 


UPORT  FROM.  THE  W^CX  COMMITTER,  &C,        »3S 

Appbndiki  No.  23.  .,.       :        .        \ 

WE  agree,  in  cafe  the  Imperial  loan  (hall  not  be  fttjicd  at  the 
,.  ^  tiipc  dfpropofing  the  loan  of  /.  i8f,ooo,oo9  for  the  fcr- 
Ticp  of  the  prefent  yllar,  to  make'  the  qcpofiton*  the  faidTum  of 
£^  ES,ooo,€>oo;  for  which  receipts  are  to  be  given  at  th^  Bank  in 
tlv  tifaal  manner.  ^  t 

'  If  pitivifion  fiiall  not  afterwards  be  made  for  gaaran teeing  any 
loaAt»  Auft»ia|  an  additi«Ha<to  be  mad#^  41,  to  tbe4ong  aonwityf- 
as  fpecified  in  the  agreement  figned  by  us  pn  the  12th  of  Decern* 
ber  laft ;  if  provifion  Bswld  in  tliia  feffion  he  made  for  a  loan  to 
Au&na^^'bu.t.to^a  lofii  amount  than  ^f  .69000,000,  an  addition  then 
lob^n>a«deto  the.long  a^inoity  iji  the  proportions  mentioned  in. 
the  mcm9rials  of  the  $ih  and  loth  of  Janoary  lai^         ' 

.The  £rli  payment  on  tJie  27th  ofthis  mon^h^  I  '     "  ;^*     .   /^  . 

The.difconnt  on  the  advance  for  compleating  thejD^iyihi^nt'^  on 
or  b^fbxjo^  the  15th  of  March  nekt,  to  be  compbted  from  the  2sd; 
of  jftniiary,  .and  any  other  difcoants  to  be  coihtmted  JGrom*  tne 
times  on  wB^ch  the  payments.fiiall  be  fo  comple'ated, 

Jt.is  further  agreed,  rb^t  on  the  depofits  beinfir  made  on  the 
Eiiglilb  loan  of  2^,  18,000,900^  there  ihall  be  revived  for  tho 
public  cpmpanies  three-fourths  of  the  fiuns  fpecified  in  the  a^rce-. 
ment  of  the  lith  of  Dcwmbcr, 


Appcndixy  No,  24. 

November  25lh,  1795. 

PIIICE  of  Three  per  Cent  (Confolidatcd  and  Reduced)  at  this 
Day  .  .  .  67^ 

Long  Annuity        .  •       -     .    --       i8|  Years. 
For  every j^.  100  *  lioConfol. 

25  Reduced. 
Renutinder  -  •         Long  Annuity. 

.  There  may  poi&bly  be.  a  loan,  for  the.  Emperor,  but  certainly 
not  to  a  greater  amount  than  diree  millions  at  nioft, 
'  The  laft  payment  on  tiua  loan  to  be  on  the  15th  December 
i796.-^No  payment  to  be  made  on  any  neV^loan  till  after  that 
lime. 

No  alTurance^refpeAing  an  Irifh  loan. 

Of  Exchequer  bills  for  fnpply  two  millions  on  the  market,  one 
million  and  an  half  at  the  Bank.  -^ 

Of  the  vote  of  credit  for  1796^  poilibly  one  miilton  and  an  half 
may'bc  brought  into  the  market.  ^ 

Of  the  Navy  billi  to  become  due  in  the  courfc  of  the  year  not 
•  hh^a  more 


M*  •    irfrtur  ¥rW  t^f  -sei-EtT  coMmrfW,  Ate. 

more  than  five  millions  peed  b«  fuiuled^  biU  this  not  to  take  place 
before  ihe  firft  of  May/^- "  .'-»••    ' »  « 

One  million  may  f|crhaps  be  added  to  the  loan,  making  it  nine-- 
teen  milBofi^,  an^  tb'<fc  vote^ef  ciredit  bcfedjiced  to  one  million.  ^pcL. 
an  half.  *  This  would  make  no  variation  Ih  the  tcrms^  j 

The  di&QdDt  Xb^i'i^  (i^*^^  ilfifal  on  advances  made  alter 
3pth  Db(!emb^ri  ib<i  3j  on  adVaftces  cdroptctmg  the  p^ymcnt»Se* 
tWe^h  loth  and  joih  of  ITcccmbcf.  ^ 

.  The  refcrycs  for  nublic  companies  as  Uft  year. 


r    '••'•-;•  'I'; '^-^.  c-'/.v  ;•«''/•' November  ?5tt,W:'-  ■ 
•tX/^lj^y cO|P>gc  on  opr.  paVti^,  itnd  60  the  behaff  of 'tJie^?nr' 
VV    ttemen  who  are  eng'aged  wilh  lis/4uthori2ing  i^d  to  fi^n' 
for  t,he?r)|  to,fobfcilbe  clghtecn^mlllions,  6r  nineteen  teilltb^s^  in 
i^ioney,  foFtbcIo!jiiVof  ^hc  year  1796/ Oti, the  foilomng  xctJbs, 
viz,  for  etepr.jQ  loQ  fubfcribcd'tb  rc^'d^^^^       120  ih  the  ^i^fer*^ 
cent.  coh!<Jida^cd*annai{ic8,.ani/i I5  in  the  ^*3per  ukt.  reduced  * 
a;ii^aities^  aqd'fix'fii^Alingsand  4^pence  fer  annum  long  aanuitieay 
^o*  determine  with   iKc  prefent  long  arinuilies.    '^  aifcbunt^  to- 
be  allowed, of  j^. 3 /rr  cent,  on  the  Nvholc  mbn^y  adVahced  B<^yond' 
the  iirllalriicnls  up  lo-thelatcft'  f>^nod  of  them,^nd  jf.3  ^^  Per 
cent*  on  advances  complcating  the  p'aymeflCs  b^tweed  the  'lOtK'and' 
3pth  December  1225.  _     

1795     December  I oth, 41  ^ofit  of  £,  lo./fr^«/« 

i79<5    January  a^v.<fa;f!S)!:pt.of^-    10 
*   March  i9ta  -         '  -  10 

,    -I  ,;:  -Muf  *f^ :      -  -      10 

o  September  9th .  --         •    '5  'A 

J  NovAii^ber-nth  •     -   .  i.;  t  '     ^Jtf.I 
'.liccemberjsth      ci:.;v^;.i,    .45 

The  ihtefciti»*i^e^^  3  /^r  eg?.  'cppJoJ^.lto  cororncnp^  fionijth. 
July  179c  ;,-app  jitf 'pt?:rtfi  .ot  tjijeW  jp^'p**^^^^*^^^4  ^r^^ro  the* 
loth  p^o^r  t;j95|A"^.\H/rjt;ji^  th<^ 

Tung  annuities  to  be  made  da  tne'5th'ApriI''i 796.   *   *    "     '  .  • 

;f '  r  .  c  :   *.  >  .i     »«i  ^^>fl#a-  JUk^rts*^  . ; 

Wilneffcdby  ..    jfisf^ii  ^ji^uMi  .^ 

ThomoiRailis.  ,^  Afy^v^nA]Ai>r.  G9h^milM    \ 

IND  OF  THE  SaCOKo' VOLUME. 
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